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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the

Senior | March 29, 1984
Deputy Director

MEMORANDUM
To: Marshall Breger, Esg., Special Assistant to the President

I
Fran: Micah H. Naftaizn

At your request, I have had same research performed—largely by our
Counsel, Jonathan Bush--to seek precedents for a sitting president being
involved in private or quasi-governmental activity or fund raising
campaigns, especially as the Honorary Chairman. Jonathan has received
copious assistance from archivists at the respective presidential
libraries, dating from the Hoover period, and the results are thoroughly
convincing. Our research does not include President Reagan.

" While additional responses continue to come in, the provisional
listing of confirmed examples includes the following:

- Each President since 1905 has served as President (until 1946 when
its bylaws were revised) or BHonorary President (fram 1946) of the american
Red Cross. In the case of some Presidents, the presidency has entailed
chairing or opening annual meetings, but others have gone further in
leading drives or soliciting funds for the Red Cross during their
presidency. President Hoover, for instance, helped solicit monies for and
routed funds through the Red Cross during the Arkansas drought of 1931. 1In
addition, most Presidents have issued an annual proclamation urging the
public to support the Red Cross. .

- Each President since at least President Hoover has served during
his term of office as Honorary President of the Boy Scouts of America.
By tradition, the First ILady serves as Honorary President of the Girl
Scouts. In their capacity as Scout President, past Presidents have
assisted in membership, support, and fund drives (e.g. Hoover). The Boy
Scouts traditionally have used the President's name on their letterhead
stationery.
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- Similarly, President Eisenhower, Ford and Carter served as
Honorary Chairmen of the United Services Organizations (USO) and the
Boys Clubs of America. President Carter chaired the National Four-H
Council, and President Nixon chaired the Future Farmers of America.
Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, Nixon and Carter served as honorary
chairmen of People to People Sports Committee.

- Presidents typically accept honorary chairmanships of broad-based
national efforts, including the Community Chest and its predecessor
bodies, the National and Community War Funds (e.g. Eisenhower and
Truman). Honorary chairmanship has gone beyond lending the name and
good offices of the Presidency and has included nationwide radio
appeals for contributions (e.g. President Truman, October 2, 1945) and
annual proclamations for contributions by federal and D.C. employees
and by the American public at large.

- Presidents have also involved themselves in special projects of
particular importance or timeliness. Thus, President Hoover served as
Chairman of the Commission to celebrate the Bicentennial of George
Washington's Birth (1932), and President Truman served as Honorary
Chairman of the Roosevelt National Memorial Committee (from May 1945),
a close parallel to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council.

- Particularly active with public fundraising was President
Roosevelt, who during his presidency actually founded the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis (now called the March of Dimes). .
President Roosevelt was (and still is) listed as "founder" on NFIP/MD
letterhead. From 1938, when the President and his aide Basil 0'Connor
founded the NFIP, monies were solicited by the incumbent President. On
more than one occasion, President Roosevelt gave a nationwide radio appeal
urging that people send their dimes to the White House for polio research.
The very first "poster child", painted by Howard Chandler Christy, depicted
among others the incumbent President Roosevelt and was used of course for
fundraising. All subsequent Presidents similarly have permitted themselves

to be photographed with various poster children, which photos are then used
for fundraising efforts.
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- The Truman White House staff seems to have stated the policy
most clearly in a letter to Senator Milton Young: "...the President,
like his predecessor, has had to adopt a policy of not endorsing
fundraising campaigns unless such campaigns are endorsed by the federal
government or sponsored by federal authority. This would include such
campaigns as that conducted annually by the American Red Cross and by

the National wWar Fund." (Truman Library, Official Files 69, September
6, 1945),

-~ Presidents Nixon, Ford and Carter were listed as "Patrons" on
fundraising letterheads for the N.Y. Association for the Blind
("Lighthouse"); Nixon and Carter were similarly carried as ex officio
patrons of Gallaudet College; and Kennedy served as Honorary Chairman of
U.S. Freedom from Hunger. Like the Council, the last two involve
soliciting the public for funds for worthy, statutory purposes.

- President Carter sponsored many drives, including Honorary
Chairman of the United Negro College Fund Capital Resources Dévelopment
Fund Drive, and Honorary Chairman of the National Symphony Ball.

- Finally, and perhaps most relevantly, is the case of the
National Cultural Center (later renamed the John F. Kennedy Center),
created by the initiative of President Eisenhower. Like the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Council, the Center was authorized by law to raise
funds from the ‘American public. Fearful that the project was slow in
raising funds, President Kennedy on October 8, 1963 summoned top
business leaders to a White House luncheon and designated them the

"Business Committee, under the chairmanship of Ernest Breech of Ford

Motor Company. At the meeting, Kennedy Center archives and
participants recount, the President expressed his wholehearted support
for the congressionally-mandated fund-drive and urged each of those
present to commit himself to certain donations. ILater, President
Kennedy made the closed-circuit fundraising.telecast for the campaign.
Because of these presidential initiatives, the fund-drive was :
successful and the Kennedy Center was built for the American public.

I trust this is the information you have been waiting for, Marshall.
I appreciate your help on this critical matter.
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April 19, 1984

1 oem pmud w scnd my apprecxstiomto sll thoae ngthered "or
the Annual Ceremomes of the_Hclecaust Memerial Council,

Because of 1my trip to Chma, this iz the first vear since 1
tock office when I ha\-e not spoke.. to thiq meeting.

xhis occasicm presents an oppcrtumt" fnr me to express my
sdmiration for your vision and courazge in commemorsting these
Deys of ‘Re'nembtance through the performing arts. It is éiffi-
cult end pzinful to spesk ix:z common words of the horrors per- .
petrated during the Holocsust., And it is virtuslly impeesible
to grasp the enormity of suffering endured beth by vietims

and surviveors. Yet; becsuss we sll, in one way - or another,
are gurvivars of thet e¢ra, we know we must speak that for
which we have no words and feel that whid* ﬁrnlm, our very
cap“citv to i"*el., .

in this etfcrt. tiusic and poctry czm bc ouy medium. They
transcend the barriers ef memory to touch our hesrts and
sculs, and that is why ! commend the singular vision of all
these who prepared thl Commemomtion. :

I aleo see greut :-curage in this event becruse one of t‘xe most
‘stupefving features of the Holeccaust was its Gehumandzation.
The MNazig, who corcelved of, built, and ran the coxtermination
camps - filling ges chambers, mass graves, apnd cremvioris -
perpetrated the ultimate borror. People who turned their '
nieighbors over to the Gestape and who reported those trying
to hide or escape acted in deapicable wave. And through
phvsical debssement, psychcelogicel torture, end sadistic
medicel "experiments®, the murderers sttempted to dehumanize
even their victims., As we remcmber both the slaln snd their
zleyers, we can herdly contemplate the thought that such
irndecency and i'xnumunitg ceuld heve cccurred. '

But if the Helocaust reminds us of man's inhumanity to mau,
1ts study slso teaches us about hercism and f&ith We learn
of rightcous gentiles who risked their lives to save others,
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of Jews who fought egeinsgt thelr Nasi-decreed fete, and of
nobility end Xindnesg even emong the camp inmstes themselves,
Even as the Nazis and their gliies sought to dehumenize the
world, those whom they oppressed and slaughtered affirmed
their humanity by creating Mterature, art, and muclc exprea-
sive of their pain, hopes, and dreams., Today, both survivers
and others continue this Hfe-affirming task, seeking not enly
to keep alive the memory of the victims through cecasions such
as this, but &isc {o rehumanize the world through artistic and
scholarly efforts, ,

To be humean is tc feel, to be moved by another'a pain, to
“hsve & moral concern for injustice, snd to sct to right wrengs.
To be humean is also to bave faith ~- in God, in cur fellow men
end women, and in oursclves -- that life is inherently worth
living. and that our chﬂdren win inhabit & betier vmrld threu
our efforts.

Ang, perhaps most baai(.auy, it is quirxtessentially humsan to

. sing. We sing of our sorrows, our challenges, and our tri-

~umphs. We lift our voices heaveawsrd mth hope and joy i'x '
the solidarxty we feel. .

"Sing unto the Lord a New ucng," omg the Pralmist. And so
sing all of you tonight: A song dedicated te the rehumaniza-
tion of the world in our time. . May God hear our soug and
bless our efforts. As Moses praeyed: YEstablish for us the
work of cur hands, the werk of ocur hands, esteblish Thou.”

To l\xarshall Breger to h carm/
RR:WELLS: V12

cc: K.Osborne/l.Breger/D.Livingston/CF
" 04719 Holocaust Memorial




SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

IROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE:
LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

: o loe e #

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 26, 1984

FRED RYAN, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

M.B. OGLESBY, JR.

Meeting with prominent members of the
Holocaust Memorial Council, including
Senator Rudy Boschwitz.

To respond to Senator Boschwitz's request
for the President to meet with this group to
discuss the President's serving as honorary
Chairman of their campaign to refurbish the
National Holocaust Memorial Museum and
Education Center.

In 1980, Congress established a United
States Holocaust Memorial Council which has
responsibility for constructing a living
memorial museum to victims of the Heolocaust.
211 funds for building this institution will
be raised from the private sector, similar
to the fundraising program for the Kennedy
Center.

Senator Rudy Boschwitz (R-Minnesota) would
like to bring in a group of prominent
members of the Council to ask the President
to serve as Honorary National Chairman of
the fundraising campaign. Boschwitz pointed
out that the President has sSupported
establishment of the Holocaust Memorial
Council and that this would be an important
event in terms of the Jewish groups.

Attached is more specific information
regarding the purpose and activities of this
group.

None
Open DURATION: 10 minutes

The Oval Office

List attached
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CUTLINE OF EVENT: Group to enter Northwest Gate to West Lobby

and be escorted to the Oval Office for a
10-minute meeting with the President.

PEMARKS REQUIRED: Briefing paper to be provided.
MEDIA COVERAGE: White House photographer only
RECOMMENbED BY: M.B. Oglesby, Jr.

OPPOSED BY: No opposition

Attachment:

Participants List




The President

The Vice President :

Senator Rudy Boschwitz (R-Minnesota) .

Members of the U.S. Holccaust Memorial Council (4—-6 people)

PARTICIPANTS
| Staff

|

| James A. Baker

Michael Deaver

Faith Whittlesev

%,B, Oglesby, Jr.



OVERYIEW

e o.ottec Stetes Rolcceust Memoriel Council is freugureting @ netional cepitel
emneiIn To oreise @ minimum of $100 m]hon Funds will be used to build the
nitiona rmoloceust ‘v’:emoria] h‘;seum eand tducetion Center, an imerican memorial
o tne six million Jewish tims of the Holoceust end the milliens of other
wno oerished et the hands o. the NRazis. The 1institution 2lso will be a
reseerch eand educetion center. that links, for the first time, the Holocaust
curricule, teacher training and archival, artifect end vidzo aznd film resources
zdirzzcy cethered by other Centers.,

"r"o

It is tne hope of the Counci] that the- Museum will teach present and future
censrztions ebout the past, thus transforming the wey each visitor faces the
future. '

Tne S5th Congress of the United States voted unanimously in 1980 to establish
the United Stetes. Holocaust Memorial Council, cherging it, emong other
mendetes, to "plan, construct and overses...a permansnt hvmg memorial
ruseum.”  The law requires that all funds for building the institution be
reised from the privete sector, T"oﬂowing the pettern used to fund the building
T the Jonn F. Kennsdy Center for the Performing Arts. & partnership between
re Governmsnt and privete sector zlready is in p]cce.

The goel of $160 million is being sought in gifts and pledges as well as
;W?:nﬂed gifts. Pledces cen be paid over a five-year pgr‘!od. Volunteers will
segk support from the privete sector throughout the United States; gifis from
internetionz] sources will be dccepted as cempeign policy zllows.  The all-
volunteer fundraising O"Gcﬂ?Zc\JOH being esteblished is & pyramidel struciure
with vclunteers grouped in four key divisions: Femily; Kztional; Regicnal; and
Trternztionzl. Each prospect will be solicited personzlily by vo'lum.eers.

ices will cpen in the summer of 1984.
ecause of the unique znd historic nzture of this project, The campzign must be
ignified. A1l events, materiels and activities ere cevefully designed and
imolemented to insure that the memory of the Holeceust is wnot chezpenszd.  The
folding of the cempeign will be designed to be both educationzl and

he rmetionel cerpeign office is located in washington, 2.C. Eight regional
i
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will be those who will not cpprecicte the significance of the

t Memoriel Museum to Americens. And there will be thosé who view the
Museum as specivically Jewish. Tne velues of esteblishing 2 Nztional
Memorial Museum must be demonstrated to the nation and to the world.
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s n be mest effectively and convincingly met by <he public
nvolvement of th e

President of the United Steates.

 n

:h this thought in mind, end with deep respect, we wish the President tc¢
sider the following key requests: . ,

L. Serve a&s Honorery Netionzl Cheirmen.

ist the desicnated hetionzl Chairmen. -

5 zfdition, the following points of involvement can be invaluable:
1. Invite selected indivicuels to attend a White House briefing andfor
receptibn end cam tour. }
¢. Appoint en essistent, es the Presidential Representztive, to help
coorcginzte eand attend the camp visitetions. .
3. Appeer im en eaudio-visual production describing the project.

U~

. Sponser White House mzetings where selected top mationzl prospacts can be
cultivated. .

FN
-

wn

n ccpies of his eaddress on the Holoczust thet would be distributed to

. S
mejor donors end key volunteers,

J

5. Consider zitending selected mejor cempeign meetings.

7. Consider lending Presidentiz] support to internztionzl solicitations.
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Days of Remembrance, 1984
The United States Holocaust Memorial Council |









































































A Case for
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum...

A CAMPAIGN TO REMEMBER

INTRODUCTION

This document describes the proposed plans for a new
national institution in Washington, D.C. But it does much more
than that. It asks you to participate in a public cause that
will profoundly change and enoble you and your fellow Americans
-~ a cause mandated by Congress in 1980 when it voted unanimously
to create the United States Holocaust Memorial Council.

The cause 1is to assure that the world never forgets the

awful experience of the Holocaust -- the systematic murder of six
million Jews and millions of others representing a score of
nationalities during World War II =-- and to assure that future

generations will learn its lessons so that it will never again
happen to any people.

This cause 1is supported by President Reagan and former
President Carter, as well as by members of Congress, governors
and mayors, and leaders of labor unions, veterans' orgnizations,
and the Christian and Jewish communities. Now you are invited to
join in this important task: to build in our Nation's Capital
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, devoted to bearing
witness to the Holocaust -- its victims and survivors.

In 1980 President Jimmy Carter appointed Elie Wiesel, the
distinquished author, humanist, and Holocaust survivor, as
Chairman of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council. At
that time, the President wrote compellingly of the need for all
Americans to memorialize the Holocaust:

Although the Holocaust took place in Europe,
the event 1is of fundamental significance to
Americans for at least three reasons. First,
it was American troops who liberated many of
the death camps, and who helped to expose the
horrible truth of what had been done there.
Also, the United States became a homeland for
many of those who were able to survive,
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Professor Raul Hilberg, McCullough Professor of Political Science, University of
Vermont; author of The Destruction of the European Jews; Burlington,
Vermont.

Mr. Herbert D. Katz, President, Sajik Corporation; chairman of the Budget
Cammittee of the United Jewish Appeal; Hollywood, Florida.

Julian E. Kulas, Esquire, attorney and banker; Chairman, Helsinki
Monitoring Committee of Chicago, and of the Interfaith Group of the
Jewish Federation of Chicago, Illinois.

Professor Normman Iamm, President, Yeshiva University New York City; author,
lecturer, rabbi, philosopher, and scientist; New York City.

Mr. Miles Ierman, survivor, businessman, and Vice Chaimman of the National State
of Israel Bonds; Vineland, New Jersey.

Professor Franklin Littell, Honorary Chaimman of the Board, National Institute
on the Holocaust; professor of religion at Temple University; Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Mr. William J. Lowenberg, survivor; real estate developer; President, Jewish
Community Federation of San Francisco, The Peninsula, Marin and Sonama
Counties; member, Board of Governors - Jewish Agency for Israel; San
Francisco, California.

Steven A. Ludsin, Esquire, investment manager, President and founder,
Remembrance of the Holocaust Foundation; child of survivor; New York City.

Professor Ingeborg G. Mauksch, former Valere Potter Distinguished Service
Professor of Nursing, Vanderbilt University; lecturer—consultant, active in
cammunity affairs and human rights causes; Fort Myers, Florida.

Mr. Aloysius A. Mazewski, President, Polish American Congress of Chicago and the
Polish National Alliance; Chicago, Illinois.

Mr. Benjamin Meed, survivor, businessman, President of the Warsaw Ghetto
Resistance Organization; New York City.

Dr. Ruth Miller, businesswaoman, former Director, Cleveland Department of
Community Development and Department of Public Health and Welfare; Director
of the National Housing Conference; lecturer; Shaker Heights, Ohio.

Mr. Set Momjian, human rights activist; former U.S. representative to the U.N.
General Assembly (1978-79) and White House representative to the Human
Rights Commission in Geneva (1979); Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania.

Father John T. Pawlikowski, Professor of Social Ethics, Catholic Theological
Union; member of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations; Chicago, Illinois.









