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THE WASHINGTON POST -- July 6, 1988 

Hezhollah Demonstration Urges Vengeance 
By Nora Boustany 

Speciol to The Washington Post 

BEIRUT, July 5-Members and 
supporters of the pro-Iranian Hezb­
ollah faction marched through West 
Beirut today, vowing to avenge the 
victims of the downing of the Iran­
ian airliner today. 

Earlier, an unidentified caller to a 
radio station said that an American 
hostage would be killed in retali­
ation. But police said the call appar­
ently was a hoax. A deadline set by 
the caller, purporting to speak on 
behalf of the Iran-linked Islamic Ji­
had organization, passed, apparent­
ly without incident. 

"We will kill one of the two Amer­
ican captives and dump his body at 
Ramlet Baida at 8 p.m. Tuesday to 
take revenge for the shooting down 
of the Iranian jetliner in the gulf," 
the caller told the Sunni Moslem­
run Voice of the Homeland radio 
station. 

Such calls cannot be verified, but 
the release of three French hos-

tages May 4 was announced in a 
similar call by Islamic Jihad to the 
station. 

Islamic Jihad, which has been 
linked to Iranian intelligence, claims 
to be holding two American hos­
tages, journalist Terry Anderson 
and agronomist Thomas Suther­
land, both kidnaped here three 
years ago. 

Shiite security officials said to­
night, however, that they doubted 
Iran would order the execution of 
American hostages in retaliation for 
the downing of the plane. 

"This is just part of a war of 
nerves against the Americans. The 
hostages are worth too much to be 
expended in a retaliatory action," one 
Shiite security source commented. 

In an interview published today, 
leading Shiite Moslem cleric Mo­
hammed Hussein Fadlallah said that 
the hostages have "nothing to do 
with the plane and I don't find any 
justification for making the hos­
tages accountable for a matter in 
which they are not involved." 

Several hundred young people, 
Jed by four Hezbollah sheiks, gath­
ered at the Lebanese University 
law school to stage the first rally in 
.Syrian-controlled West Beirut since 
Syrian troops deployed in the south­
ern suburbs-a haven for pro-Iran­
ian fundamentalists. 

The procession marched to the 
bombed-out U.S. embassy to call -
for · "Death to America," and to 
pledge allegiance to Iran's Ayatol­
lah Ruhollah Khomeini. Syrian 
plainclothesmen watched closely, 
sometimes directing Hezbollah or­
ganizers on how to proceed. 

"Give us your signal, Khomeini, 
and we will bring volcanoes to erupt 
over the heads of Americans," 
marchers shouted. 

But when the demonstrators 
reached the site of the former em­
bassy, blown up in 1983, they dis­
covered they had forgotten the 
American flag that was supposed to 
be trampled on and burned in front 
of television cameras. 
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