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STEPTOE & JOHNSON

1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE Aot ‘w;/»"“"
il ¢
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 o ;
ROBERT LEWIS THOMPSON s ﬂx/i
(202) 862-2182 June 9, 1981 5 y
b/'/\ 4

Mr. Michael K. Deaver

Deputy Chief of Staff & Assistant to
the President

The White House ; s
Washington, D.C. 20500

g
N

Re: White House Wine Cellar

ATTIN: Shirley Moore v _‘ g Y ot

e A

Dear Mr. Deaver: % B

At the suggestion of Sheila Tate, I am writing to request a
date on which Phyllis Richman, a Washington Post photographer, and
I would be able to visit the White House "wine cellar" and to dis-

cuss the general subject of wines with a member of the Reagan ad-
ministration.

As indicated from the enclosed letter of March 6, 1981, you
can see that we have been discussing this request for some months
now with various White House personnel. I first discussed the
subject with Larry Speakes following my letter of February 23,
1981 ( copy enclosed). He suggested that Sheila would want to
handle the subject after consulting with Mrs. Reagan. Following
several conversations with Sheila and Betsy Koons, it was decided
that a visit should not be scheduled until later in the spring.
When I checked back with Sheila in May, she indicated that, rather
than interviewing John Ficklin (to whom I had also spoken), we should
contact you. We were told to arrange a visit through Craig Fuller,
whom it has been impossible to reach. Finally, in checking with
your aide Shirley Moore, it appears that a direct written request
to you is appropriate at this time.

Realizing that your schedule is a demanding one, we would hope
to speak with you regarding the White House "cellar" operation and
the Reagan family's wine tastes during an interview of thirty minutes
duration. Because I will be in France June 15-July 5, 1981, we would
suggest any date (including Saturdays) after July 6, 198l. Although
I had hoped to have the article for Mrs. Richman to run during the
week of Bastille Day (July 1l6th edition), we could accomplish that
only if the visit were scheduled for July 7th, 8th, 9th or 10th. We
fully realize that your schedule is subject to that of the President's
and leave the choice of a date to your best -judgment.



Mr. Michael K. Deaver
June 9, 1981
Page Two of Two

Because I will be out of the country during the next few
weeks, please leave any messages regarding an interview date
with my secretary at the above-listed number and also with Mrs.
Phyllis Richman, Food & Wine Editor of the Washington Post (334-
7575). Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and although we
realize that you no doubt have numerous pending requests for
various interviews, I trust that the fact that our request has
been pending in various quarters of the White House since Feb-
ruary will not go unnoticed. Please do not hesitate to speak
directly with Mrs. Richman, my editor, if there are questions
to be answered before my return from France next month. Again,
thank you for arranging this visit.

Very truly yours,

QUOWW
Robert Lewis Thompson

Encl (2)

RLT:cd

cc: Larry Speakes
Sheila Tate
Phyllis Richman



STEPTOE & JOHNSON
1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 220386
ROBERT LEWIS THOMPSON

(202) 8e62-2182

March 6, 1981

HAND DELIVERED

Ms. Sheila Patton

East Wing Press Office
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Re: White House Wine Cellar

Dear Ms. Patton:

Thank you indeed for the information and
friendly chat yesterday. I look Zorward to working
with you in the weeks ahead.

In appreciation of your courteous assistance,
I would like to donate a special bottle from my cellar
o the White House. I hope the Reacans enjoy this fine
wine from the year in which they were married. I
regret only that we could not provicde them with a 1952
wine from California.

Best regards, and thank you again for your
assistance.

Verv =Zruly yours,
/&'} {; ’ﬁ' P

QT (el
Robsr= Lewis Thompson

RLTcc



FoodScience Laboratories

A Division of FoodScience Corporation
At One Executive Drive

South Burlington, Vermont (5401!

Tel. 802-863-1111

April 3, 1981

Mr. Michael Deaver

ATT: MS. SHIRLEY MOORE
White House, First Floor
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Moore:

As per our telephone conversation today, please find enclosed one dozen
of our mint flavored, chewable SPORT 15 tablets, a product which I
understand you have been using. We are happy to provide this product
to you and to other members of the White House staff.

John Sawyer, President of the Citizens' Committee for Health Freedom

has brought you up-to-date on DMG, the active nutrient that is in SPORT 15.
I am taking the liberty of enclosing, for your information, a paper which
was published in the Journal of Infectious Diseases, concerning N,N-
Dimethylglycine (DMG), and its beneficial effects on the body's immune
response

Mr. Sawyer, in his February 26th letter to you, mentioned that Mr. Orlandi
and I would be contacting your office during our scheduled visit to
Washington. Unfortunately, that trip has been postponed, but I will plan
to contact you as soon as our travel schedule has been confirmed. At that
time I will be glad to bring you up-to-date on the fascinating research
and studies that FoodScience is conducting on this amazing substance, DMG.

To your Good Health!

Yours very truly,

FOODSCIENCE LABORATORIES | ¥
v s
y M/ T .
, / ¢ / 2L
g 120 -'
Roger“Y. Kendall, Ph.D.

Director, Research and Development

RVK: bd
Encl.
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
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WASHINGTON DC 20500

DEAR MIKE?1

REGARDING WINE MAGAZINE COVER STORY ON REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL WINE
POLICIES, MY DEADLINE FOR COLOR PHOTOS OF THE CELLAR AND OF YOU IN
"YOUR CELLAR" I8 THIS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY FIFTH,

PLEASE CALL REGARDING SHORT PHOTO OPPORTUNITY (862«2182)3 I WOULD
PREFER THURSDAY OR FRIDAY,

DAVE BERKLEY STRONGLY FAVORS THIS PROJECT, HOPE WE CAN WIN OVER
SHIRLEY MOORE,

WARM REGARDS,
ROBERT LEWIS THOMPSON

231l EST
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 13, 1982

Dear Ms. Trefethen:

1 certainly appreciated your recent letter
regarding california wine at the White House.

1 thank you, too, for your ijpvitation to re-
turn to the Napa Valley and enjoy your winevry.

1 hope 1 will be able to take advantage of
this kindness and thoughtfulness in the near
future.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy chief of Staff

Ms. Janet Trefethen
Trefethen Vineyards
1160 Oak Knoll Avenue
Napa, california



 Trefthen

VINEYARDS

2 September 1982

Mr. Michael K. Deaver
Assistant to the President
Western White House

Santa Barabara

Dear Mr. Deaver,

Please accept my applause and thanks for all you
have personally done for California wine at the White
House. Our experiences with previous administrations
have not been nearly as pleasant. (That is putting
it courteously.)

Dave Berkley said you might be returning to the
Napa Valley. 1If you do, please know you are most
welcome at Trefethen. We will be nite harvesting
with the mechanical picker many evenings throughout
this month. If you can, please come by - it is excit-
ing to watch and to ride.

May you enjoy the fruits of our labor.

Sincerely,

Janet Trefeth€én

1160 OAK KNOLL AVENUE - NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94558 - 707 - 255-7700



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 23, 1983

Dear Janet:

Thanks for taking the time to write and
send the newsclipping from The Napa. Re-
gister. I enjoyed it very much and
certainly appreciate your thoughtfulness.

I Took forward to a time when I'11 be
able to take you up on your offer to see
the Trefethen Vineyards.

With best wishes,

ancere]y,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Ms. Janet Trefethen
Trefethen Vineyards
1160 Oak Knoll Avenue
Napa, California 94558



L
‘Irefethen p

May 17, 1983

Mr. Michael Deaver
Deputy Chief of Staff
c/o The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Michael Deaver:

As I continue to read articles such as the one
enclosed, I thank you for doing such an excellent
job cultivating the President's palate! He has
such good taste!!!

The welcome mat is always out for you at Trefethen.
Perhaps we will have the opportunity to show you
the mechanical harvester in action this year.

Bes} Regards,

anet Trefethen

JT :mcw

1160 OAK KNOLL AVENUE + NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94558 + 707 - 255-7700
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‘By JEFF MAPES
Scripps League Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Since taking of-
fice, President Reagan has become a
kind of super-salesman for California
wines, particularly those from the
Napa Valley.

California wines are now served
exclusively at State dinners and
White House affairs, and choosing the
right wine gets the care and attention

of a big-deal federal issue.
. Simply put, the matter is not left up

to the domestic staff. Deputy Chief of
Staff Michael Deaver, one of
Reagan’s ‘“‘Big Three’’ advisors, per-
sonally tastes each wine before it is
sarved at the White House, and he fre-
quently confers with a Sacramento
wine merchant to talk over the latest

t

s

releases on the market.

Dever, 45, isa ?:mnam intimate of
Reagan and has had an equally long
love for wine. When he went to work
at the White House, Deaver decided
to -expose Washington’s diplomatic
and political community to the best
vintages and varietals California has
to offer.

“We're very proud about Em fact
we're Californians and we have this
product,”” Deaver said in an interview
in his quarters next to the presidential
Oval Office. ‘‘We have the very best
wines in this country. The hardest
part is to pick”’ which ones to serve.

Not surprisingly, Napa Valley
wines are at the top of the list. More
than two dozen local wineries have
had their products served at the

U

White House under Reagan. m.a.w»vu
the most frequently served is
Jack Davies’ Schramsberg Cremant
champagne, which Deaver said “is
terrific’’ for those after-dinner toasts
in honor of visiting heads of state.

Wine has not typically received
such high-level attention at the White
House. Deaver said the beverage has
gotten a mixed reaction from recent
presidents.

“President Nixon evidently loved
good French wine,” Deaver said,
‘“‘and Gerald Ford I guess didn't care
one way or another and Jimmy
Carter, I don’'t know if he knew the
difference between a '52 Margaux and
a case of Almaden.”

Deaver pauses a moment. ‘‘I
shouldn’t say that,”’ he added with a

smile. .ﬁ 8 Ew_cbm >5§a8 coEa
like nothing and they have very nice
wines.”

Deaver relies heavily on Dave
Berkley, 39, the wine taster and buyer
for Corti Bros. markets in
Sacramento. Berkley also has a
Boﬂzw show on food and wine that
airs on a Sacramento television sta-
tion.

The two became friends after
Deaver came to Sacramento to work
in the governor’s office under
Reagan. When Reagan won the
presidency, Deaver ‘‘requested that
put together a list of representative
California wines available in
Washington, D.C.,” Berkley recalled
in a telephone interview. That wasn’t

(Continued on Page 2)
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“+.By SUSAN MULCAHY . ,
s MARY MURPHY £ O e
> ¢ Just before addressing the American Newspapers and
 “Publishers Association on Central America at New York’s
Waldorf Astoria, President Reagan had a private lunch with
. his eldest daughter Maureen Reagan Revell. The lunch
“Jasted only 20 minutes and took place — where else? — in
~ the headwaiter’s office at the hotel. In preparation, Waldorf

b

Eavesdropping

staffers knocked themselves dead. The headwaiter’s office
was refurbished, but fost. The walls received a new coat of
white paint. A red carpet was quickly installed. Borrowed
from a penthouse suite were two club chairs and a sofa. An
antique inlaid table was imported to serve lunch on. The
hotel kitchen didn’t have to sweat over the food. A White
House kitchen staffer was on hand to oversee the menu
preparation — beef broth, chicken salad sandwiches, iced
tea and coffee, and a California chardonna Trefethen. As
an added touch of class, father and daughter ate off of
special hotel gold service.
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wines for Deaver to taste and conferr-
ing frequently with the White House
&8%2:39«158%@
gv_aua:sog

..ﬂﬁdggu commitment to
“?o!acou representation as possi-
1

e 1o the different areas of produc- :

tion, the different varietals and the
different producers,” Berkley ex-
plained. “We try to continually offer
new wines.”

Now Deaver has a closet stuffed |

full of wine not only from Berkley but
from vintners anxious to have their
wines served at the White House.
‘““The smart ones’’ will donate wine
for dinners, Deaver joked. He makes
it worthwhile: he usually sends White
House Menu cards listing the wines
served along with a photo to the presi-

dent to the wineries to display in Emr,
tasting rooms.

Now, a visit with Deaver is a
sought-after stop for winemakers
visiting Washington. The Sonoma
County vintners recently met with
Deaver and left 34 wines for his
vm:_ua

““There’s no way we’re going to be
mZm to serve all these,” Deaver said,

‘“‘but one or two sE pop out for a
luncheon or dinner.”’

In fact, Deaver now has regular
wine tastings on Friday afternoons
with a select group of White House
staffers and media bigwigs (Bill
Plante of CBS News is one frequent
participant) to choose wines for
future White House dinners.

Deaver said he is eclectic in his
choices.

““We stick with the cabernets, we
drink a lot of chardonnay, we drink
some chenin blanc and
gewurztraminer. We've tried some of
the late harvest dessert wines...”

Surprisingly enough, Reagan is

#

- rvepsentative list of Napa QE&.
« -wines served at the White House
by President Reagan. Dave
‘Berkley, who advises the White
House on wine, explains that not
‘all wineries may be listed since
formal records are not kept.
In aphabetical order:
Acacia 1980 o_:.donn-?

# #&Eze.az & Bilow di 3

u!é.a Sa@!.& § gﬂ :

w-uiuuo-. %B.Fuo? 2976

; a-vnnsn Eav?& 1081 ﬂp!.
_donnay, QBS.E Montelena 1979
‘nwuaonunw. Conn Creek uv.z

. cabernet, Domaine Q_.uaou

special reserve brut, Freemark
Abbey 1070 cabernet, Girard 1981
985 ann Eﬁ Grigich mE-

i

E

ou» »:2 uruaoﬂ.-.? Ea :

wrwnu_.-ﬂauonh 2980 %388“

~88r 1974 ca 2 Also, mccon opr § n-vndnr

&E ornell bruit, Louis Martini ..dan 1980 , Btags
{1968 cabernet, Robert Mondavi < Leap 1974 cabernet, Stephens 1981

w =.= cabernet, Napa Oona.- 1981
8 Znuo J
m us , Ray-

Bo.a ~4, chardonnay, 9 Cle-

- sauvignon blanc, Stony Hill 1978
semillion de uo_oc Trefethan
1978 chardonnay, ﬁR_ NU §

nwuaog

==

“‘really more knowledgeable about
French wines than California wines,”’
Deaver said, because he started a
wine cellar nE‘Em his acting days
when California wines did not have as
much stature. And it’s a Napa Valley
wine with French traditions that is a
Reagan favorite, Deaver said.

—

*I think his favorite California wine
is the 70 BV (Beaulieu <g~a:

private reserve, Georges LaTour.”

Mrs. Reagan, however,

Not Unuﬁ.. He continued to enjoy
wine throughout a recent bout of
! dieting. Deaver even wrote a book
| about his diet that will 800n hit the

“isn’t market.

much of a wine &.Ewo_, to begin

with,” Deaver said. *
as easily do without it, gw

‘..8he 3:5 jut

- “You can lose more weight if
” wo:_auoalnrnmium but I lost 40

pounds mnpcuw wine, 8o it isn’t:
you drink, :a how much of
Deaver said. “And I frankly f
that you're better off, 4f you ca
have a glass of wine at the begir
of a meal, Snozgnumzu@moﬁ
When you're dieting, it’s a frus

Em time gvﬂmw



B - 0l TSV LI R M o T U

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1983

Dear Ken:

Thanks for arranging to have the Grey
Riesling Wente Brothers sent over for
tasting purposes. I appreciate your
interest in California wines and will
let you know at a later date whether

or not it will be used at a White House
function.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Myr. Ken Wade

Suite 502

440 First Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001




Washington Office

January 6, 1983

Dear Mike,

Here is the sample of the Special pressing of Grey Riesling
Wente Brothers has done to celebrate their centenary year.
This is the wine Eric Wente had in mind when he wrote the
President some little time ago.

My interest in this, of course, is that Wente is an Alameda
County vintner = our best known, no doubt = and surely one
of the best in the state for whites.

I appreciate your consideration of Wente's proposal. I hope
you'll find the wine appealing to your palate and the offer (or
parts of it) acceptable and useful.

Sincerely,

Coo

Hon. Michael K. Deaver

Deputy Chief of Staff to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

440 First Street, N.W. + Suite 502 - Washington, D.C. 20001 - (202) 785-0414






100TH ANNIVERSARY 1883-1983

WENTE BROS.

October 15, 1982

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As the fourth generation Wente Bros., my family and I are proud to
be celebrating our 100th anniversary of winemaking in California. Our
great-grandfather, Carl Heinrich Wente, founded the winery in Livermore
in 1883. Since that time, we have been producing premium California wines
and are, today, one of the few remaining California wineries that has been
continuously family-owned and operated since before 1900.

Our Great-grandfather Carl's sons, Ernest and Herman, took over manage-
ment of the winery and, upon Repeal in 1933, began bottling and labeling
wine under the name "Wente Bros." Ernest's son, Karl, joined them and
soon became President, managing the winery until his death in 1977. (You
may remember my father, Karl, in that you appointed him to the Board of
Trustees of the California State Colleges during your tenure as Governor.)
Today, my brother Philip, sister Carolyn, and I own and operate the winery
and vineyards.

During our centennial year - 1983 - we would be honored to have the
Reagan Administration join us in our celebration by pouring our Estate
Bottled, 1981 Grey Riesling at the White House. We would be able to pro-
vide this anniversary bottling throughout the year to accompany State
dinners and special functions, as well as for everyday use as your house
wine. I believe 100 years of history, tradition and experience in wine-
making by the Wente family makes our Grey Riesling an ideal American wine
to be served in our nation's Capitol.

Please find enclosed a description of our 100th anniversary wine -
Grey Riesling. Upon your request, we would be pleased to send you a sample
of the wine. Additionally, prior to bottling, we could develop a special
White House label if you so desire.

I would like to thank you for your time and consideration of this
proposal. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
WENTE BROS.

= - Podanda

Eric P. Wente
EPW: 1b President

enclosure

5565 TESLA ROAD LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA 94550 U.S.A. (415) 447-3603
VINEYARDS & WINERY BONDED WINERY NO. 893




100TH ANNIVERSARY 1883-1983

WENTE BROS.

1981 GREY RIESLING
ESTATE BOTTLED, LIVERMORE VALLEY

The grape variety, Grey Riesling, has proven itself to be well-
suited to the gravelly soils and coastal climate of the Livermore Valley.
The grapes were harvested the fifst week of September and immediately
transported to the winery where they were carefully pressed. The juice
was fermented at 55°F and then racked into our cellars to be aged in
redwood cooperage until May of 1982. Every attempt was made to retain
and enhance the distinctive varietal character of the grape. The finished
wine is being held in stainless steel cooperage until its bottling.

Grey Riesling is a wine of moderate acidity, with a light, flowery
nose and medium body, balanced perfectly for mealtime use. Analysis:

Alcohol 11.6%; Reducing Sugar - dry; Titratable Acid 0.6 grams per 100 ml

5565 TESLA ROAD LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA 94550 U.S.A. (415) 447-3603
VINEYARDS & WINERY BONDED WINERY NO. 893




THE WHITE HOUSE
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FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C,

Saintsbury Winery
Messrs. Richard A
3222 Ehlers Lane

St. Helena, CA 94574

: Mﬁﬂwasmﬂf‘ oy




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 5, 1983

Dear Mr. Webb:

Dee MacGillivaray sent the wine home to
me that you so generously supplied. I'm
lTooking forward to tasting it.

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness
and generosity.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Mr. Brad Webb
Rutherford Hill Winery
Post Office Box 410
St. Helena, CA 94574



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

~ May 17, 1983
Dea, ka, &)M& -

Thanks for your supportive letter re-
garding California wines and their use

in this Administration. I have been
delighted to work with the California
vintners and more pleased to be able to
serve the good wines at the State functions.

I am looking forward to the time when I
will be able to tour Stag's Leap Wine
Cellars.

Thanks again for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Mr. Warren Winiarski
Stag's Leap Wine Cellars
5766 Silverado Trail
Napa, CA 94558



STAG'S LEAP WINE CELLARS

5766 Silverado Trail  Napa, California 94558
(707) 944-2020 or 944-2782

Mr. Michael Deaver
Deputy Chief of Staff
The White House
Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Deaver,

First of all, I want to thank you for your very much appreciated efforts
on behalf of California wines. All of us in the industry are in your debt and
we at Stag's Leap in particular feel honored to have been included in the recent
special presentation of wine.

I noted in a local news release reciting these presentations that you have
been suggesting the use of California or American wines in U.S. Embassies over-
seas. A number of Napa Vintners I have spoken to recently thought this was a
welcomed development. We speculated that there is probably not a French Embassy
anywhere which does not use its own wine exclusively. Our thought was that this
is an appropriate practice for all countries which have wine-growing activities
of which they are proud. It is, or should be, we thought, a cause for National
satisfaction and self-esteem. Some years ago, a White House attempt was made
to prepare a State Department list of wines approved or recommended for serving
at State functions at our Embassies. This attempt languished thereafter. We
find it encouraging that you have made steps in this direction and add our sup-
port to the notion that it would be fitting to have American wines served exclu-
sively at all ambassadorial functions.

Anytime you are in our area, it would be a pleasure to welcome you at

Stag's Leap Wine Cellars.
ours truly, ///
/ _
4
- '/ .~

Warren Winiarski
Winemaker and Managing General Partner

WW: jkr
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ROGAR MANUFACTURING

CORPORATION

REORDER FROM
WALLY. PECK ASSOCIATES, INC.
1355 MARKET STREET e SPACE 282-A
THE VINTNER,, WINE OPENER ™ o\ 'osNoisco. CA 94103
(415) 552-2311

Truly the most beautiful and functional corkscrew
product in the world, the VINTNER,, Wine Opener is the
flagship product of Rogar Manufacturing Corp. The VINTNER,
is a high quality replica of an American antique, circa
1890. Each opener is created in America and utilizes seven
and a half pounds of solid brass castings. The fine mirror
finish requires seven distinct hand polishing operations.

Modern technology has made our replica mechanically far
superior to the original. The VINTNER,, Wine Opener is
fast, easy to use, and unlike its predecessor, it is
dependable - Rogar gquarantees its dependability!

The VINTNER,, Wine Opener has the unique ability to
uncork and recork virtually any bottle of wine. It can be
mounted to a bar or countertop, or clamped to a specially
designed table stand or tripod. The table stand and tripod
are manufactured from quality hardwoods. A prestigious
piece of equipment for the wine afficionado, the VINTNER
Wine Opener is also a decorative addition to the bar or
dining room.

ROGAR * P. O. BOX 3878 * ABILENE, TEXAS 79604 * 915 673-8104



VINTNER WINE OPENER
A handcrafted, solid brass, replica of an 1800’s
antique. This unique wine opener uncorks a
bottle, and recorks it, with one smooth,
effortless motion.

ROGAR 702 SOUTH FIFTH ABILENE, TX 79602 915-673-5471
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