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THE WHITE HOUSE

‘ Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 15, 1986

PRESIDENT REAGAN'S COMMITMENT
TO THE NATIONAL CRUSADE AGAINST DRUGS

Summary of Presidential Goals and Other Agency Initiatives

President Reagan has established six goals in a national crusade
to build upon what has been accomplished and lead us toward a
drug-free America: -

o Drug-Free Workplaces for all Americans;
o Drug-Free Schools from elementary to university level;
o Expanded Drug Abuse Treatment and Research to tackle

the health dangers posed by drugs;

o Improved International Cooperation to achieve full and
active involvement by every country with which the
United States must work to defeat international drug

trafficking;
o Strengthened Drug Law Enforcement to take additional
initiatives which will hit drug traffickers with
. renewed force; and
o Increased Public Awareness and Prevention == the goii

on which success ultimately depends -- to help every
citizen understand the stakes and get involved in
fighting the drug menace.

GOAL #1 -DRUG-FREE WORKPLACES

This goal is to protect the public and the workforce and to
increase productivity by ensuring that workers are clear minded
and free of the effects of illegal drugs. The Federal
Government, as the Nation's single largest employer, must take a
leading role in achieving a drug-free workplace for all
Americans. A balance between intolerance of illegal drug 'use by
workers and fair treatment for the individual is fundamental to
the goal.

o By Executive order, the President has established a firm
policy against illegal drug use by Federal employees.

o $56 million in additional resources will be dedicated to
implementing the President's policy against illegal drug use
by Federal employees.

o The President has also directed:

= that drug abuse awareness and prevention programs among
the Federal workforce be expanded;

- that agency heads be allowed to require selected
contractors, particularly those in positions involving
public safety and national security, to meet the
drug-free requirements established for the Federal
workforce; and that
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- that Federal agencies provide guidance to government
contractors concerning the philosophy, importance and
procedures for achieving a drug-free workplace.

o President Reagan will write to key state and local
government officials asking other levels of government to
follow his lead in developing drug-free workplaces.

o Cabinet members and agency heads are sending letters to the
heads of their counterpart organizations in state and local
governments, encouraging drug-free policies. )

o President Reagan will ask business and labor leaders to
support efforts to rid the workplace of illegal drug use.

o The Secretary of Health and Human Services will operate a
toll-free "Drug-Free Workplace Helpline" to answer questions
about illegal drugs and how to eliminate their use by
workers.

o The Secretary of Labor will distribute a booklet on
Workplaces Without Drugs to provide reliable and practical
information about the problem of illegal drug use in the
workplace and what can be done to stop it.

o The Secretary of Labor will make available a team of experts
to provide on-site technical assistance and training to
businesses and unions developing or expanding programs to
get illegal drugs out of the workplace.

GOAL #2 - DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS

This goal is to promote excellence in American education by
achieving and maintaining a drug-free environment in our Nation's
educational institutions, from elementary schools through
universities. The Secretary of Education will continue his
vigorous role as national advocate of drug-free schools. Key
elements of this effort include:

o The Drug Free Schools Act, part of the Drug-Free America Act
of 1986, will be forwarded to Congress to provide $100
million in 1987, including $80 million to be used as state
discretionary grants to school districts which have prepared
a sound plan for getting drugs out of their schools and
keeping them out.

o The Juvenile Drug Trafficking Act of 1986, part of the
Drug-Free America Act of 1986, extends Federal laws against
distributing drugs in or near schools to include university
and college campuses.

o The President has directed the Secretary of Education to:

- send a letter to all heads of state educational boards
outlining the President's six goals, and the important
role of school administrators and teachers.

- issue a pamphlet titled Schools Without Drugs to
provide parents, school officials, students and
communities with reliable and practical information
about the problem of school-age drug use and what they
can do to achieve drug-free schools. The booklet will
be disseminated to all elementary and secondary ‘

schools, and will be available free of charge.

== encourage local school districts to expand their drug
abuse education.
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- encourage efforts to train student leaders in
developing anti-drug activities in their schools and
communities.

-- work with the Department of Defense schools to develop
a model drug prevention program for those schools.

-- work with the Attorney General to ensure that all
appropriate educational and law enforcement officials
are aware of the Federal law regarding distribution of
drugs in or near schools. .

GOAL #3 - EXPAND DRUG TREATMENT AND RESEARCH

This goal is to ensure that appropriate treatment is available to
illegal drug users who are experiencing health damage and
addiction, and that illegal drug users receive the professional
assistance they need to quit using illegal drugs.

The President has directed the establishment of:

o

A $100 million grant to states. The grants will increase
treatment capacity to meet high demands for services by
endemic drug users who could not otherwise afford treatment;

Financial assistance to communities through Community
Systems Development Programs at the Department of Health and
Human Services. Federal grants totaling $69 million (on a
matching basis) will enable communities to help themselves
in mobilizing comprehensive, integrated treatment and
prevention efforts to reduce illegal drug use;

Legislation to remove various restrictions now imposed on
states on the use of funds under the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and
Mental Health Services Block Grant, thereby giving the
states spending flexibility as originally intended by the
Administration, and extend the Block Grants for an
additional five years;

A Center for Substance Abuse Prevention within the Alcohol,
Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration. The Center
will carry out a national program of prevention, education
and early intervention activities to facilitate, monitor
and, as necessary, support Federal activities in cooperation
with public and volunteer efforts;

Enhanced epidemiology and surveillance systems at the
Department of Health and Human Services which will assure
accurate tracking of the incidence and prevalence of alcohol
and drug use and improved identification of risk factors and
risk groups;

Expanded research by the Department of Health and Human
Services to strengthen means to prevent, identify and treat
illegal drug use.

Consultations between the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management to ensure that Federal drug abuse prevention
programs are using the most accurate and effective
strategies and materials available; and

Guidelines on drug testing and rehabilitation programs by
the Director of the Office of Personnel Management in
consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.
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GOAL #4 - IMPROVE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ‘

President Reagan has implemented a foreign policy that vigorously
seeks to interdict and eradicate illegal drugs in foreign source
and transhipment countries. Earlier this year, the President
identified the international trafficking of illegal drugs as a
threat to national security. This goal will build on what has
already been accomplished and move forward to obtain full and
active cooperation from every country with which the United
States must work in drug enforcement and prevention programs.

The President has directed the establishment of:

o] A conference for U.S. Ambassadors to convene in October 1986
to convey an international sense of urgency and to discuss
increased regional cooperation.

o Title IV of the President's "Drug Free America Act of 1986"

to emphasize the need for increased international
cooperation in the fight against drugs.

GOAL #5 - STRENGTHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT

Vigorous drug law enforcement reduces the availability of illegal
drugs in the United States, deters drug-related crime and creates
an environment favorable to the implementation and development of
long-range programs to eliminate the production and use of
illegal drugs. Since the early days of the Administration,
President Reagan has provided strong personal leadership to the
drug law enforcement effort, expanding Federal drug law
enforcement to the highest level in U.S. history. This goal will
build upon the existing major programs by taking steps to hit
drug traffickers with renewed force.

The President has directed the establishment of:

o The Southwest Border initiative, known as Operation
Alliance. It was recently established to increase
cooperative drug law enforcement along the United
States-Mexico border and will increase the Administration's
already strong drug law enforcement budget by about $400
million.

le) A companion $100 million, Southeast Border initiative is
being developed to enhance the drug enforcement capabilities
along the entire southern border.

(o} Title V of the Administration's "Drug-Free America Act of
1986" will strengthen the tools available to law enforcement
personnel and the courts to ensure suitable punishment for
drug traffickers.

GOAL #6 - INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

Every person must become involved in the President and Mrs. Reagan's
crusade to make illegal drug use unacceptable in our society.
Attitudes have changed, awareness has increased, and many people

are seeking ways to join in the fight.

o President and Mrs Reagan will continue to challenge and
encourage citizens and private organizations to participate
in the national crusade to eliminate the use of illegal ‘
drugs.

o The President has directed the establishment of:

- an initiative for a drug-free America to promote and
identify related private sector efforts and potential
sources of support for drug prevention activities;
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a high-level interagency working group to provide
oversight and coordination of initiatives to encourage
private sector efforts.

partnership between the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development and the Attorney General, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and the Secretary of Labor
to work with local Public Housing Authorities, state
and Federal law enforcement officials, and appropriate
local agencies to achieve drug-free public housing.

a proposed Center for Substance Abuse Prevention in the
Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration

as a central reference point with a toll-free number
for technical assistance, information and general
referrals.

The Administration will encourage the use of the theme of
"Just Say No" as a consistent message in campaigns against
the use of illegal drugs.

Employers will be encouraged to broadened employee
assistance programs to include prevention and education not
only for their employees, but for their families and their
communities.

A major media campaign of public service announcements on
the problems and dangers of drug abuse will be encouraged.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 14, 1986

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AND THE FIRST LADY
IN A NATIONAL TELEVISION ADDRESS ON
DRUG ABUSE AND PREVENTION

The West Hall
The Residence

8:00 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Usually, I talk with you
from my office in the West Wing of the White House. But tonight,
there's something special to talk about, and I've asked someone very
special to join me.

Nancy and I are here in the West Hall of the White House,
and around us are the rooms in which we live. 1It's the home you have
provided for us, of which we merely have temporary custody.

Nancy's joining me because the message this evening is
not my message, but ours. And we speak to you not simply as fellow
citizens -- but as fellow parents and grandparents and as concerned
neighbors.

It's back to school time for America's children, and
while drug and alcohol abuse cuts across all generations, it's
especially damaging to the young people on whom our future depends.
So tonight, from our family to yours -- from our home to yours, thank
you for joining us.

America has accomplished so much in these last few years,
whether it's been rebuilding our economy or serving the cause of
freedom in the world. What we've been able to achieve has been done
with your help -- with us working together as a nation united.

Now, we need your support again. Drugs are menacing our
society. They're threatening our values and undercutting our
institutions. They're killing our children.

From the beginning of our administration, we've taken
strong steps to do something about this horror.

Tonight, I can report to you that we've made much
progress. Thirty-seven federal agencies are working together in a
vigorous national effort, and by next year our spending for drug law
enforcement will have more than tripled from its 1981 levels.

We have increased seizures of illegal drugs. Shortages
of marijuana are now being reported. Last year alone, over 10,000
drug criminals were convicted, and nearly $250 million of their
assets were seized by the DEA, the Drug Enforcement Administration.

And in the most important area =-- individual use -- we
see progress. In four years, the number of high school seniors using
marijuana on a daily basis has dropped from 1 in 14 to 1 in 20.

The U.S. military has cut the use of illegal drugs among
its personnel by 67 percent since 1980.

These are a measure of our commitment and emerging signs
that we can defeat this enemy. But we still have much to do.

MORE
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Despite our best efforts, illegal cocaine is coming into
our country at alarming levels, ancd four to five million people
regularly use it. Five hundred thousand Americans are hooked on
heroin. One in twelve persons smokes marijuana regularly.

Regular drug use is even higher among the age group 18 to
25 -- most likely just entering the work fcrce.

Today, there's a new epidemic -- smokable cocaine =--
otherwise known as "crack." It is an explosively destructive and
often lethal substance which is crushing its users. It is an
uncontrclled fire.

And drug abuse is not a so-called "victimless crime."
Cveryone's safety is at stake when drugs and excessive alcchol are
used by people on the highways or by those transporting our citizens
or operating industrial equipment. Drug abuse costs you and your
fellow Americans at least $50 billion a year.

From the early days of our administration, Nancy has been
intensely involved in the effort to fight drug abuse. She has since
traveled over 100,000 miles to 55 cities in 23 states and six foreign
countries to fight school-age cdrug and alcohol abuse. She's given
dozens of speeches and scores of interviews and has participated in
24 special radio and 7V tapings to crecte greater awareness of this
crisis.

der personal observations and efforts have given her such
dramatic insights that I wanted her to share them with you this
evening. Mancy.

THE FIRST LADY: ThanX you. As a mother, I've always
thought of September as a sgecial month =-- a time when we bundled our
children off to school, to the warmth of an 2nvironment in which they
could fulfill the promise anc zope in those restless minds.

3ut so much has happened over these last years -- so much
to shake the foundations of all that we know and all that we believe
in.

Today, there's a drug and alcohol abuse cpidemic in this
country, and no one is safe from it -- not you, not me, and certainly
not our children, because this cpidemic has their names written on
it.

Many of you may be thinking: "Well, drugs don't concern
me." 3ut it coes concern you -- it concerns us all because of the
way it tears at our lives and because it's aimed at destroying the
brightness and life of the sons and daughters of the United 5States.

For five years, I've been traveling across the ccuntry --
learning and listening. And one of the most hoycful signs I've scen
is the building of an essential new awareness of how terrible ani
threatening drug abuse is to our society. This was one of the main
ourposes when I started, so of course it malies me happy that that's
been accomplished.

But each time I mect with someone new or receive ancther
letter from a troubled person on drugs, I yearn to find a way to help
share the message that cries out from them.

As a parent, I'm esjecially concerned about what drugs
are doing to young mothers and their newborn children. Listen to
this news account from a hospital in Florida of a child born to a
mother with a cocaine habit:

"learby, a baby named Paul lies motionless in an
incubator, feeding tubes riddling his tiny body. He needs a
respirator to breathe and a daily spinal tap to relieve fluid buildup
on his brain. Only one month old, he's already suffered two strokes."

MORC




Now, you can see why drug abuse concerns every one of us
-- all the American family. Drugs steal away so much. They take and
take, until finally every time a drug goes into a child, something
else is forced out -- like love and hope and trust and confidence.
Drugs take away the dream from every child's heart and replace it
with a nightmare. And it's time we in America stand up and replace
those dreams.

Each of us has to put our principles and consciences on
the line -- whether in social settings or in the workplace -- to set
forth solid standards and stick to them.

There's no moral middle ground. Indifference is not an
option. We want you to help us create an outspoken intolerance for
drug use. For the sake of our children, I implore each of you to be
unyielding and inflexible in your opposition to drugs.

Our young people are helping us lead the way. Not long
ago, in Oakland, California, I was asked by a group of children what
to do if they were offered drugs. And I answered: "Just say no."
Soon after that, those children in Oakland formed a "Just Say No"
club, and now there are over 10,000 such clubs all over the country.

Well, their participation and their courage in saying no
needs our encouragement. We can help by using every opportunity to
force the issue of not using drugs to the point of making others
uncomfortable -- even if it makes =-- means making ourselves
unpopular.

Our job is never easy because drug criminals are
ingenious. They work everyday to plot a new and better way to steal
our children's lives -- just as they've done by developing this new
drug, "crack." For every door that we close, they open a new door to
death. They prosper on our unwillingness to act. So we must be
smarter and stronger and tougher than they are. 1It's up to us to
change attitudes and just simply dry up their markets.

And finally, to young people watching or listening -- I
have a very personal message for you:

There's a big, wonderful world out there for you. It
belongs to you. It's exciting and stimulating and rewarding. Don't
cheat yourselves out of this promise. Our country need you. But it
needs you to be clear-eyed and clear-minded.

I recently read one teenager's story -- she's now
determined to stay clean, but was once strung out on several drugs.
What she remembered most clearly about her recovery was that during
the time she was on drugs, everything appeared to her in shades of
black and gray. And after her treatment, she was able to see colors
again.

So to my young friends out there -- life can be great,
but not when you can't see it. So open your eyes to life -- to see
it in the vivid colors that God gave us as a precious gift to His
children -- to enjoy life to the fullest and to make it count.

Say yes to your life. And when it comes to drugs and
alcohol: Just say no.

THE PRESIDENT: I think you can see why Nancy has been
such a positive influence on all that we're trying to do.

The job ahead of us is very clear. Nancy's personal
crusade -- like that of so many other wonderful individuals -- should
become out national crusade. It must include a combination of
government and private efforts which complement one another. Last
mgnth I announced six initiatives which we believe will do just
that.

MORE



First, we seek a drug-free workplace -- at all levels of
government and in the private sector.

Second, we'll work toward drug-free schools.

Third, we want to ensure that the public is protected and
that treatment is available to substance abusers and the chemically
dependent.

Our fourth goal is to expand international cooperation
while treating drug trafficking as a threat to our national security.
In October, I will be meeting with key U.S. Ambassadors to discuss
what can be done to support our friends abroad.

Fifth, we must move to strengthen law enforcement
activities such as those initiated by Vice President Bush and
Attorney General Meese.

And finally, we seek to expand public awareness and
prevention.

In order to further implement these six goals, I will
announce tomorrow a series of new proposals for a drug-free America.
Taken as a whole, these proposals will toughen our laws against drug
criminals, encourage more research and treatment and ensure that
illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our schools or in our work
places. Together with our ongoing efforts, these proposals will
bring the federal commitment to fighting drugs to $3 billion.

As much financing as we commit, however, we would be
fooling ourselves if we thought that massive new amounts of money
alone will provide the solution. Let us not forget that in America
people solve problems and no national crusade has ever succeeded
without human investment. Winning the crusade against drugs will not
be achieved by just throwing money at the problem.

Your government will continue to act aggressively, but
nothing would be more effective than for Americans simply to quit
using illegal drugs. We seek to create a massive change in national
attitudes which ultimately will separate the drugs from the customer
-- to take the user away from the supply. I believe, quite simply,
that we can help them quit.

And that's where you come in.

My generation will remember how America swung into action
when we were attacked in World War II. The war was not just fought
by the fellows flying the planes or driving the tanks. It was fought
at home by a mobilized nation =-- men and women alike =-- building
planes and ships, clothing sailors and soldiers, feeding Marines and
airmen. And it was fought by children planting victory gardens and
collecting cans.

Well, now we're in another war for our freedom, and it's
time for all of us to pull together again. So, for example, if your
friend or neighbor or a family member has a drug or alcohol problem,
don't turn the other way. Go to his help or to hers. Get others
involved with you =-- clubs, service groups, and community
organizations -- and provide support and strength.

And, of course, many of you have been cured through
treatment and self-help. Well, you are the combat veterans, and you
have a critical role to play. You can help others by telling your
story and providing a willing hand to those in need.

Being friends to others is the best way of being friends
to ourselves.

MORE




It's time, as Nancy said, for America to "just say no" to
drugs.

Those of you in union halls and workplaces everywhere --
please make this challenge a part of your job every day. Help us
preserve the health and dignity of all workers.

To businesses large and small -- we need the creativity
of your enterprise applied directly to this national problem. Help
us.

And those of you who are educators -- your wisdom and
leadership are indispensable to this cause.

From the pulpits of this spirit-filled land -- we would
welcome your reassuring message of redemption and forgiveness and of
helping one another.

On the athletic fields =-- you men and women are among the
mest beloved citizens of our country. A child's eyes fill with your
heroic achievements. Few of us can give youngsters something as
special and strong to look up to as you. Please don't let them down.

And this camera in front of us =-- it's a reminder that in
Nancy's and my former profession, and in the newsrooms and production
rooms of our media centers —-- you have a special opportunity with
your enormous influence to send alarm signals across the nation.

To our friends in foreign countries, we know many of you
are involved in this battle with us. We need your success as well as
ours.

When we all come together, united =-- striving for this
cause =-- then those who are killing America and terrorizing it with
slow but sure chemical destruction will see that they are up against
the mightiest force for good that we know. Then, they will have no
dark alleyways to hide in.

In this crusade, let us not forget who we are. Drug
abuse is a repudiation of everything America is. The destructiveness
and human wreckage mock our heritage.

Think for a moment how special it is to be an American.
Can we doubt that only a Divine Providence placed this land, this
island of freedom, here as a refuge for all those people in the world
who yearn to breathe free?

The revolution out of which our liberty was conceived
signaled an historical call to an entire world seeking hope. Each
new arrival of immigrants rode the crest of that hope. They came --
millions seeking a safe harbor from the oppression of cruel regimes.
They came -- to escape starvation and disease. They came -- those
surviving the Holocaust and the Soviet gulags. They came -- the boat
people, chancing death for even a glimmer of hope that they could
have a new life. They all came to taste the air redolent and rich
with the freedom that is ours.

What an insult it will be to what we are -- and whence we
came -- if we do not rise up together in defiance against this cancer
of drugs.

And there's one more thing. The freedom that so many
seek in our land has not been preserved without a price. Nancy and I
shared that remembrance two years ago at the Normandy American
Cemetery in France.

In the stili of that June afternoon, we walked together

among the soldiers of freedom =-- past the hundreds of white markers
which are monuments to courage and memorials to sacrifice.

MORE



Too many of these and other such graves are the final resting places
of teenagers who became men in the roar of battle.

Look what they gave to us who live. Never would they see
another sunlit day glistening off a lake or river back home, or miles
of corn pushing up against the open sky of our plains. The pristine
air of our mountains and the driving energy or our cities are theirs
no more. Nor would they ever again be a son to their parents or a
father to their own children.

They did this for you -- for me -- for a new generation
to carry our democratic experiment proudly forward. Well, that's
something I think we're obliged to honor, because what they did for
us means that we owe as a simple act of civic stewardship to use our
freedom wisely for the common good.

As we mobilize for this national crusade, I'm mindful
that drugs are a constant temptation for millions. Please remember
this when your courage is tested: You are Americans. You're the
product of the freest society mankind has ever known. No one, ever,
has the right to destroy your dreams and shatter your life.

Right down the end of this hall is the Lincoln Bedroom.
But in the Civil War, that room was the one President Lincoln used as
his office. Memory fills that room, and more than anything, that
memory drives us to see vividly what President Lincoln sought to
save. Above all, it is that America must stand for something. And
that our heritage lets us stand with a strength of character made
more steely by each layer of challenge pressed upon the nation.

We Americans have never been morally neutral against any
form of tyranny. Tonight, we're asking no more than that we honor
what we have been and what we are by standing together.

' THE FIRST LADY: Now we go on to the next stop -- making
a final commitment not to tolerate drugs by anyone, anytime,
anyplace. So, won't you join us in this great new national crusade?

THE PRESIDENT: God bless you and good night.

END 8:23 P.M. EDT




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 11, 1986

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS BRIEFING

September 11, 1986

Room 450
0ld Executive Office Building

11:30 A.4. EDT

MR. PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.) Well,
thank you all very much and, Rob, thank you for that kind
introduction. I was hearing it through the other side of the door
there. (Laughter.) And welcome to the 01d Executive Office
Building.

I'm delighted to be with you today and to have this
opportunity to talk to you about our private sector initiatives
program. And I want to extend special thanks to John Phelan, Bill
Verity, and Rob Mosbacher who, in the best tradition of private
giving, have donated their time and considerable talents to making
PSI the success that it is today.

Coming over here, I was thinking about the spirit of
giving and cooperation that is represented by this group, and that
reminded me of a story. (Laughter.) Something always does.
(Laughter.) This one's a story of contrast with you and what you're
doing here. And maybe you've heard it before, but, then, forgive me.
After you pass 40, there is a tendency to just repeat stories over
and over again. (Laughter.) This is the story about the two friends
who are out hiking in the woods and suddenly saw coming toward them
over the hill a grizzly bear. And one of them dropped to his knees,
started peeling off his boots and reached in his pack and pulled out
a pair of sneakers. And the other one says, "You don't think you can
outrun that bear, do you?" And he says, "I don't have to outrun the
bear, I just have to outrun you." (Laughter.)

Well, as the success of PSI shows, whether a bear is
coming over the hill or not, you're in the contrast to that.
Americans are sticking together, carrying on the tradition of
neighbor helping neighbor that's made this country so great. And
whether it's raising a barn on a neighboring farm, or raising money
for the neighborhood church =- the history of America shows that the
freest people on Earth are also the most generous.

You here in this room today are an example of that spirit
of generosity. I have to interject here a little something -- an
experience I had. I won't name the country, but one night at a
dinner at the White House a couple of years ago, the wife of an
ambassador happened to be on my right at our table. And something
came up in the conversation around the table about here in America
some cause that we were supporting and was going forward. And very
quietly this wife of the ambassador of a European country turned to
me and said, "Yes, but you see, you're unique."™ And I said, "well,
what do you mean?" She says, "Yes, in your country that will be done
by the people voluntarily."™ "But," she said, "only in your country.”
She said, "The rest of us aren't that way." She said, "And the rest
of us, we just think it's up to the government to take care of that."
And I thought it was pretty brave and big of her to make that
statement, but I've never forgotten it. And then I've paid a little
more attention -- and we are unique. And we're going to stay that
way.
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The four regional conferences which you've been hearing
about this morning wouldn't be possible without the commitment of
each and every one of you. Public/Private partnerships have emerged
as one of the most effective methods of providing service to our
citizens. Innovative partnerships have been formed at the federal,
state, and local level dealing with such issues as child care,
neighborhood revitalization, education, and even food distribution
programs for the needy. And I just want to take this opportunity to
thank you personally for all that you're doing.

Many of you have heard me talk about the International
Conference on Private Sector Initiatives that will be taking place in
Paris, France, this November. Well, I'm very pleased at the
initiative that my Board of Advisors has demonstrated in hosting this
unique conference because this is a kind of an answer now after a few
years to that Ambassador's wife.

I'm proud of what we've been able to accomplish in the
United States in promoting private sector activity. In fact, it's a
subject that I've often enjoyed discussing with leaders from other
countries. This conference will enable the key private sector
lcaders and government officials from seven nations to get together,
share information on innovative new private sector programs from each
of the countries.

And this international cooperative effort is the first of
its type and I'm optimistic about the many good things that can
result from it. The planning of this unique conference has been a
partnership in itself involving governments, corporations, and
charitable groups from around the world. It seems that the more
people hear about this, the more willing they are to become involved.

I want to take a moment to talk about an issue in which
private involvement will make all the difference: and that's our
national crusade to rid America of the horror of drugs. This Sunday,
Nancy and I will be addressing the nation on TV with an urgent
message that now is the time to stand up, get involved, and do
something about drugs. We must hold the sellers and users of illegal
drugs accountable for their actions. We must seek ways to help users
quit using and accept no excuses.

And we all know that the drug problem is an international
one. I can assure you that we're working with other nations to
curtail production, and we're developing better means to stop the
flow of drugs over our borders. But we have to set our own house in
order.

Everyone will have to participate: business, private
sector leaders foremost among them, not just making sure your own
workplaces are drug-free, but joining arms with the rest of America
in this battle against this most insidious of all evils. None of us
can rest while our children are still prey to pushers and a culture
of license that encourages drug use -- promising kicks, but
delivering only despair and destruction. None of us can be content
while so many millions =-- the American dream is drowned in a
nightmare of drug addiction.

This is a question that must burn on the national
conscience until we all get involved; until we get the pushers behind
bars and the drugs off the streets and out of the schoolyards; until
we bring hope and joy back into so many lives ravaged by drug use.

And in this issue, as in so many others, we'll be looking
for leadership from you =-- the private sectu:. Let's turn the spirit
of enterprise to work in getting America to "Just Say No" to drugs.

I know we can count on you.

And it's =-- already this is taking hold. Yesterday an
annual event occurred in the Oval Office -- a group of sponsors and
those who helped fund the Boy's Clubs of America came in for their
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annual visit with the young man -- a teenager who has been chosen the
first youth in America. He and his four companions, runners-up, were
in there. And believe it or not, this young fellow -- Pittsfield,
Massachusetts =-- he turned around and held up a plaque that was a
pledge to me that he was presenting -- the Boy's Clubs of America,
supported by those private enterprise people who are keeping the
Boy's Clubs alive, are pledging that at next year's meeting they will
bring in a million signed pledges from young people in America that
they are going to get to sign those pledges rejecting drugs. And I
think they'll make it.

So this == and this international meeting that I
mentioned again is just an example that once the word gets around --
and there's another thing that's happened, thanks to people like
yourselves all over this country. You know, we've gone through a
period of a big build-up of the welfare state -- and that government
was the answer to all the problems. And I don't know how many of you
were aware that in many instances, government, with those programs,
literally competed private efforts that were dealing with the same
problems out of existence -- that this was government's province.
And the reverse is now true -- today there is a growing partnership
-- wherever government has a legitimate hand in, government now is
working with private groups =-- not putting the private groups out of
business.

So, progress has been made and there's more to be made
and God bless all of you and thank you for what you're doing. Thank
you. (Applause.)

END 11:40 A.M. EDT
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I. INTRODUCTION
The Illegal Drug Problem

In the 1960's and 1970's, the use of illegal drugs in the United
States spread into every segment of our society. The public
lacked accurate information about the hazards of some of the most
widely used drugs, and government efforts to combat the use of
illicit drugs lacked credibility. National programs focused on a
single drug -- heroin -- and on one strategy --supply reduction.
The moral confusion surrounding drug abuse weakened our resolve
to stop illegal drugs coming from overseas. The United States
became a major drug producing country. Drug trafficking and
organized crime became the Nation's number one crime problem; and
the use of illegal drugs expanded, especially among our young
people. There was a feeling of inevitability regarding illegal
drugs and uncertainty over what was the right thing to do.

The President's Strategy

Early in his Administration, President Reagan launched a
comprehensive national campaign to stop drug abuse and drug
trafficking. The President stated, "We're rejecting the helpless
attitude that drug abuse is so rampant that we're defenseless to
do anything about it. We're taking down the surrender flag that
has flown over so many drug efforts; we're running up a battle
flag. We can fight the drug problem, and we can win."

The President's Federal Strategy for Prevention of Drug Abuse and
Drug Trafficking was published in 1982, and was followed with the
publication of a National Strategy in 1984. The Strategy
provided a comprehensive plan of action in five areas:

International Cooperation
Drug Law Enforcement

Drug Abuse Prevention
Drug Abuse Treatment
Research

Also included was a major initiative to rid our military of drug
abuse. Now, 37 different Federal agencies are working together
in the vigorous national effort against illegal drugs.

President Reagan implemented a tough foreign policy to cut off

drugs at their source.

° In 1981, one country was eradicating narcotic plants.
Today, 14 countries and all 50 states within the United
States are eradic