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S/S 82 181 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington , O .C. 20520 

March 5, 1982 - ,.., 
,_. p lQ · 3 I I • I 

' V • ' " ' ' . ' ' ·- · . f 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment Request for the President: 
Samuel K. Doe, Head of State of the Republic 
of Liberia 

Samuel Doe, Head of State of the Republic of Liberia 
since April 1980, has asked to meet with the President in 
Washington in May following official visits to South Korea, 
the PRC and the Philippines. In view of our strategic 
assets in Liberia, Doe's admiration for the President and 
his sensitivity at having been refused a meeting with the 
President last year, we strongly recommend that you approve 
a working visit and that an appointment with the President 
be arranged. 

Liberia, our oldest and closest friend in black Africa, 
has the only airport in West Africa to which we have unques­
tioned military access. It is the site of a major diplomatic 
communications station, one of three VOA transmitter sites 
on the continent, and a navigation installation. These are 
valued at over $300 million. The second largest block of 
American private investment in black Africa also is found in 
Liberia. These interests appeared jeopardized by Libyan and 
Soviet efforts to turn Liberia away from the West following 
a coup in 1980, but Doe acted firmly, expelling the Libyans 
and reducing the Soviet presence in Liberia. Doe has con­
sistently adopted pro-Western policies. Liberia broke ranks 
with other OAU members to abstain in the Golan Heights special 
UNGA vote. Doe deeply admires the President and regards h im 
as a father figure. 

Liberia has become a prime example of the Administration's 
commitment to support our friends in Africa and draw the line 
against Libyan expansionism. The overthrow of the pro-Western, 
anti-Libyan Limann government in Ghana has increased Doe's 
security concerns. We need to buoy his spirits and resolve. 

AL 
8 
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-2- CONFIDENTIAL 

A visit to the U.S. and a brief meeting with the President will 
help achieve this objective. The United States has adopted a 
high prqfile in Liberia, greatly increasing our bilateral 
assistance in the form of a special Economic Support Fund, 
PL-480 food aid, and concessional military assistance, all 
totaling an estimated $80 million for FY 1982. 

The Doe government has made substantial progress in recent 
months in both the political and economic spheres. Doe has 
publicly announced a firm date for return to civilian rule, 
released all political prisoners and made a series of cabinet 
changes to bring in more capable ministers. The improvement in 
the Liberian human rights record over the past several months 
should allay possible criticism of a meeting from self-exiled 
Liberians and American friends of the former regime. On the 
economic front, the Doe government has undertaken tough auster­
ity measures and has the best record in Africa on compliance 
with the IMF. 

Doe requested a meeting with the President last fall. 
He was deeply disappointed at our inability to arrange one. 
This became a serious irritant in our relations and was 
finally alleviated only when he met with the Secretary of 
State in Cairo in November. A further rebuff to Doe would 
certainly do grave damage to our bilateral relations and 
play into the hands of leftist elements seeking to reduce 
Western influence in Liberia. 

A meeting between the President and Doe would highlight 
our commitment to a close African friend and would allow us 
to emphasize at a high level our views on a number of 
pressing bilateral economic and political issues. 

Recommendation: 

That the President agree to a working visit by Doe to 
Washington in mid-May, including a 30-minute office call on 
the President. 

Attachment: 

?f/~t6t4J _ 
L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

Biographic Information 

mfmTIAL 



• Samuel ~Kanyon DOE 

Head of State; Chairman, 
People ' s Redemption Coun­
cil ; Commande~ in Chief, 
Armed Forces of Libe ria 

Addressed as.: 
Mr. Chairman 

Samuel Doe, 29, is 
the youngest head of 
state on the African 
continent. He came to 
power after leading the 
April 1980 coup that 
toppled President William 

• 

LIBERIA 

. t-:! ~1 
,~ 

Tolbert, Jr., and his ~ ; 
regime of America-Liberians. Doe retained his for ­
mer rank of master sergeant for more than a year 
after the coup but accepted a commission as a five ­
star general in July 1981. During his 16 months in 
power Doe and his government have thwarted three 
countercoups, the latest of which resulted in the 
execution of Doe 1 s vice head of state and four other 
members of the ruling People 1 s Redemption Council on 
14 Aug us t 19 8 l • 

During the past year Doe has traveled to Tanza­
nia, Ethiopia, Guinea and Sudan. In June 1981 he 
attended summits of the Economic Community of West 
African States in Sierra Leone and of the Organiza ­
tion of African Unity in Kenya. Doe praises Libe­
ria's relationship with the United States; he has 
significantly reduced his country's diplomatic ties 
to the Soviet Union, Libya and Cuba. 

Doe is a member of the Krahn tribe from south­
ern Liberia. He le"ft high school in the 11th grade 
and enlisted in the Army. After receiving basic and 
advanced noncommissioned officer training, he took 
combat and advanced infantry courses from a US Spe­
cial Forces unit in Liberia during January- August 
1979. Doe is married; he and his wife, Nancy, have 
two children. ~ .... 

CR M 81- 14117 
31 August 1981 
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.• 
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MEMORANDUM 1391 

}!'; NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 9, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

CHARLES P. TYS~N ;1 
FRED WETTERING"/I\./"" 

..., ( 

SUBJECT: Schedule Outline: Proposed Presidential Meeting 
with Liberian Head of State Doe (U) 

State advises in a memo to you that the Chief of State of Liberia, 
Sam Doe, has once again requested a meeting with the President 
(he asked and was turned down last year) . (C) 

Doe will visit the U.S. on a private visit beginning 16 May, and 
would like to come to Washington. State strongly recommends that 
he be granted a working visit and be g iven a 30-minute meeting with 
the President. (C) 

I fully agree with State's argumentation and recommendation. Liberia 
under Doe is the most pro-u.s. government in Africa and the most 
susceptible to our influence. We also have real strategic interests 
in Liberia (for e xample, it has the only airfield in Africa from 
which we could stage aircraft on a no-question-asked basis) . 
Finally, for all his admiration of the President and pro-U.S. feeling , 
Doe is very young (30) and in some ways politically immature. It is 
quite possible that another turndown might provoke a serious reaction 
in him which would do real damage to our access and interests in 
Liberia. (C) 

If it came to choosing between the Doe request and the Ahidjo 
(Cameroons) request, I would clearly rate Doe the more important to 
us. State, of course, would like both. (C) 

There is one (I believe small) downside to a meeting. Black American 
opinion leaders are ambivolent towards him; many were connected or 
sympathetic to the regime he overthrew. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the attached memo to Mike Deaver (Tab I) supporting 
the State request for a Presidential meeting with Liberia's Chairman Do e. 

Approve -----
Attachments: 
Tab I - Memo to Deaver 

A - Schedule Outline 
B State Memo 

~ 
Review on 3/9/88 

Disapprove -----

~ DECLASSIFIE 
~ NLRR fr1o7--D1H 1*-3ff71 
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MEMORANDUM 1391 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CON~NTIAL 
' 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Schedule Outline: Proposed Presidential Meeting with 
Liberian Chief of State Chairman Samuel Doe (U) 

At Tab B is a State Department memorandum recommending that the 
President meet with Liberian Chief of State Chairman Samuel Doe for 
30 minutes during his private U.S. visit beginning 16 May 1982. 
State also requests that Chairman Doe's Washington visit be granted 
"working visit" status. ~ 

I support this request, schedule permitting, for the following reasons: 

-- The U.S. has a special relationship with Liberia, both 
historically and in real terms. We have several important facilities 
in Liberia and Liberia is a beneficiary of major Administration aid 
efforts. 

-- Liberia under Chairman Doe has been our strongest ally and 
supporter in Black Africa. 

-- A turndown of this second request by Chairman Doe (he requested 
a meeting last year and was refused) could conceivably alienate this 
young (30) leader and damage our interests. ~ 

There is one downside to a Doe me eting. Although Chairman Doe has 
ameliorated his authoritarian rule considerably and, in response to 
U.S. pressure, released most if not all political prisoners, he did 
take over the government in a bloody coup in 1979. The predecessor 
regime had close and longstanding contacts with Black American society, 
and Doe is not popular with many Black American opinion leaders. 
However, many Black Americans do support the concept of a special U.S. 
relationship with Liberia. ~ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you approve the request and forward the Schedule Outline (Tab A) 
to Greg Newell for scheduling on the President's calendar. 

Approve 

Attachments: 
Tab A - Schedule Outline 

B - State Memo 

----- Disapprove 

IAL 

-----
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SCHEDULE OUTLINE 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

REC01'1MENDED BY: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

GREG NEWELL 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

Thirty-minute meeting with Chairman Samuel Doe, 
Liberian Chief of State 

The meeting would enable the President to rein­
force the special relationship between the U.S. 
and Liberia and reinforce Chairman Doe's strong 
support for the U.S. (Doe is a personal admirer 
of the President as well) . 

Chairman (of the People's Redemption Council) 
Samuel Doe led a successful coup in Liberia in 
1979. Since then he has followed an increasingly 
pro-U.S. policy and is responsive to U.S . advice. 
Since 1981 we have directed extraordinary aid to 
Liberia to strengthen ties and to resuscitate a 
dormant economy. This is Chairman Doe's second 
request to meet the President (a request last year 
was denied) . An outright denial of this request 
might produce negative consequences. 

None 

Approximately a five - day period beginning May 17, 
1982 

Oval Off ice 

10 

U.S.: Secretary Haig, Assistant Secretary of State 
Crocker, William Clark, Fred Wettering (NSC). 
Liberia: Chairman Samuel Doe, Ambassador Joseph 
Guannu, possibly Foreign Minister Henry Fahnbulleh. 

Brief informal meeting 

Photo opportunity; meeting will be announced 

State and NSC 
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S/S 8203981 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington , D .C. 20520 

March 5, 1982 
8 2 MA ri 5 P 10 : 31 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment Request for the President: 

\'l' . :- .,.. ? "E 
s!Tut. (,\. .'. RO Or~ 

Samuel K. Doe, Head of State of the Republic 
of Liberia 

Samuel Doe, Head of State of the Republic of Liberia 
since April 1980, has asked to meet with the President in 
Washington in May following official visits to South Korea, 
the PRC and the Philippines. In view of our strategic 
assets in Liberia, Doe's admiration for the President and 
his sensitivity at having been refused a meeting with the 
President last year, we strongly recommend that you approve 
a working visit and that an appointment with the President 
be arranged. 

Liberia, our oldest and closest friend in black Africa, 
has the only airport in West Africa to which we have unques­
tioned military access. It is the site of a major diplomatic 
communications station, one of three VOA transmitter sites 
on the continent, and a navigation installation. These are 
valued at over $300 million. The second largest block of 
American private investment in black Africa also is found in 
Liberia. These interests appeared jeopardized by Libyan and 
Soviet efforts to turn Liberia away from the West following 
a coup in 1980, but Doe acted firmly, expelling the Libyans 
and reducing the Soviet presence in Liberia. Doe has con­
sistently adopted pro-Western policies. Liberia broke ranks 
with other OAU members to abstain in the Golan Heights special 
UNGA vote. Doe deeply admires the President and regards him 
as a father figure. 

Liberia has become a prime example of the Administration's 
commitment to support our friends in Africa and draw the line 
against Libyan expansionism. The overthrow of the pro-Western, 
anti-Libyan Limann government in Ghana has increased Doe's 
security concerns. We need to buoy his spirits and resolve. 

AL 
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A visit to the U.S. and a brief meeting with the President will 
help achieve this objective. The United States has adopted a 
high profile in Liberia, greatly increasing our bilateral 
assistance in the form of a special Economic Support Fund, 
PL-480 food aid, and concessional military assistance, all 
totaling an estimated $80 million for FY 1982. 

The Doe government has made substantial progress in recent 
months in both the political and economic spheres. Doe has 
publicly announced a firm date for return to civilian rule, 
released all political prisoners and made a series of cabinet 
changes to bring in more capable ministers. The improvement in 
the Liberian human rights record over the past several months 
should allay possible criticism of a meeting from self-exiled 
Liberians and American friends of the former regime. On the 
economic front, the Doe government has undertaken tough auster­
ity measures and has the best record in Africa on compliance 
with the IMF. 

Doe requested a meeting with the President last fall. 
He was deeply disappointed at our inability to arrange one. 
This became a serious irritant in our relations and was 
finally alleviated only when he met with the Secretary of 
State in Cairo in November. A further rebuff to Doe would 
certainly do grave damage to our bilateral relations and 
play into the hands of leftist elements seeking to reduce 
Western influence in Liberia. 

A meeting between the President and Doe would highlight 
our commitment to a close African friend and would allow us 
to emphasize at a high level our views on a number of 
pressing bilateral economic and political issues. 

Recommendation: 

That the President agree to a working visit by Doe to 
Washington in mid-May, including a 30-minute office call on 
the President. 

Attachment: 

!fl .r-J{ t~ __£_ 
L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

Biographic Information 
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Samuel Kanyon DOE 

Head of State; Chairman, 
People's Redemption Coun­
cil; Commande~ in Chief, 
Armed Forces of Liberia 

Addressed as.: 
Mr. Chairman 

Samuel Doe, 29, is 
the youngest head of 
state on the African 
continent. He came to 
power after leading the 
April 1980 coup that 
toppled President William 

LIBERIA 

Tolbert, Jr., and his © 
regime of Americo-Liberians. Doe retained his for­
mer rank of master sergeant for more than a year 
after the coup but accepted a commission as a five­
star general in July 1981. During his 16 months in 
power Doe and his government have thwarted three 
countercoups, the latest of which resulted in the 
execution of Doe's vice head of state and four other 
members of the ruling People's Redemption Council on 
14 August 1981. 

During the past year Doe has traveled to Tanza­
nia, Ethiopia, Guinea and Sudan. In June 1981 he 
attended summits of the Economic Community of West 
Afr~can States in Sierra Leone and of the Organiza­
tion of African Unity in Kenya. Doe praises Libe­
ria's relationship with the United States; he has 
significantly reduced his country's diplomatic ties 
to the Soviet Union, Libya and Cuba. 

Doe is a member of the Krahn tribe from south­
ern Liberia. He le.ft high school in the 11th grade 
and enlisted in the Army. After receiving basic and 
advanced noncommissioned officer training, he took 
combat and advanced infantry courses from a US Spe­
cial Forces unit in Liberia during January-August 
1979. Doe is married; he and his wife, _Nancy, have 
two children. , 

. " .. 
CR M 81-14117 

31 August 1981 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington . O.C. 20520 

May 6, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

I 
CON1smENTIAL 

82~ .. 3~;) 

r r~ 
\ lj 

Subject: Appointment Request for the President: Samuel K. Doe, 
Head of State of the Republic of Liberia 

Liberian Head of State Samuel Doe has enthusiastically 
accepted the President's invitation to pay an official working 
visit to Washington, but was unable to take up either of the 
two dates offered because of commitments he could not break 
(a Far East visit and Liberian National Day). He did, however 1 

express a strong desire to come as soon as possible. We 
believe a date in September or early October would be well 
received and enhance relations with the pro-Western government. 
Doe's inability last year to meet with the President, who he 
greatly admires and regards as a father figure, created strains 
in our relationship which took several months to overcome. Our 
inability to agree soon on a date for him to visit the U.S. 
will damage our relationship and play into the hands of leftist 
elements seeking to reduce Western influence in Liberia. 

Liberia, our oldest and closest friend in black Africa, 
has consistently adopted pro-Western positions on international 
issues. The Doe government has released all political prisoners 
and committed itself to a firm date for return to civilian rule. 
It has the best record in Africa of compliance with an I MF pro­
gram. A meeting between Doe and the President would highlight 
the Administration's commitment to our friends in Africa and 
demonstrate our support for a leader who is adamantly opposed 
to Libyan adverturism and Soviet blandishments. 

\ 
\' \ ' \ ' - -· --..... -:;-· 

• •.: • " ::' • ! , 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 
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WHTS AS SIG NED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: WPC MCF NAN JP VP SIT EPB 
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WHSR COMMENT: CHECKLIST 

MESSAGE ANNOTATION S: 

NO MESSAG E ANNOTATION S 

MESSAGE: 

IMMEDIATE 
DE RUT A MA " 1 2 2 7 0 3 6 l 5 2 0 
0 051519Z FEB 82 
FM AMEMBAS SY MONROVIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC :MMEDIATE 0314 

DTG: 051519Z FEB 82 PSN: 0037 37 
TOR: 036/1539 Z 
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E. 0. :2065: GDS 2 / 5 /8 8 (SWING, WILLIAM L. l OR-M 
TAGS: OVIP, PEP R, LI, US 
SUBJFCT: DOE ~EOUESTS MEE -ING ITh ?RES!DENT AND 

SECRET.£,RY 

1. \ - ENTIRE TEXTl 

2. SUMMARY: ON FEBRUARY 4 HEAD OF STATE SAMUEL KANY ON 
DOE. THROUGH HIS FOREIGN MINISTER FORMALLY REQUESTED 
A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN AT WASHINGTON IN MID-MAY. 
DOE ALSO HOPED TO MEET WITH SECRETARY HAIG AND UN SECGEN 
CUELLAR. DOE WILL ALSO BE VISITING THE PRC, SOUTH KOR EA 
AND THE PHILIPPINES ON THIS SAME TR IP. THE AMBASSADOR 
UNDERTOOK TO REPORT DOE'S REQUEST TO WASHINGT ON. THIS 
MESSAGE PROVIDES OUR RATIONALE IN SUPPORT OF DOE ' S 
REQUEST. END SUMMARY. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER FAHNBULLEH CALLED THE AMBASSADOR T O 
THE MINISTRY FEBRUARY 4 TO MAKE A FORMAL REQUEST IN BE­
HALF OF HEA D OF STATE DOE FOR A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
REAGAN IN WASHINGTON AROUND MAY 15 DURING TWO-DAY US 
VISIT EN ROUTE HOME FROM OFFICIAL VISIT S TO THE PRC 

(MAY 3-8) , SOUTH KOREA (MAY 9-12) , AND THE PHILIPPINES 
MAY 13-14). FAHNBULLEH EMPHASIZED THAT A MEETING WITH 

THE PRESIDENT WAS ESSENTIAL TO GIVE CREDENC E TO THE MUC H 
TOUTED "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" BETWEEN THE US AND LIBERIA. 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUEDl : 

HE ALSO RECALLE D THE EARLIER F AILURE OF DOE TO BE 
RECEIV ED AT THE WHITE HOUSE. IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY 
EMB ARRA SSING AND DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN TO THE LIBERIAN 
PEOPLE SHOULD DOE AGAIN BE REBUFFED. 

4. AM BASSADOR RESPONDED THAT HE DID NOT DOUBT MINISTER' ~ 

POINT THAT DOE MEETING WITH THE PRESID ENT COULD OFFER A 
GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO REINFORCE OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
IN THIS CONNECTION HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO REPORT THE 
REQUEST TO WASHING TON AND, TO THE EXTENT APPROPRIAT E , TO 
SUPPORT IT. HOWEVER , THE AMBASSAD OR REMINDED THE 
MINISTER, THAT THE PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR IS EXTREMELY FULL 
IN ANY EVENT AMB ASSADOR SAID HE WA S IN NO POSITION TO MAKE 
co~~MI '"~ENTS. 

5. COMMENT: THIS LATEST REQUEST FOR A MEETING BETWE EN 

CON NTIAL 

I 
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DOE AN D TH E PRESIDENT WAS NOT WHOLLY UNEXPECTED. WE HAVE 
KNOWN I T WA S ONLY A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL THIS ISSUE IN OUR 
RELATIONS REAPPEARED. THIS SAID, WE BELIEVE A DOE/REAGAN 
MEETING WOULD ADVANCE OUR NATIONAL INTERESTS IN LIBERIA. 
CONVERSE L Y, A FURTHER REBUFF OF DOE IN HIS DESIRE TO SEE 
THE PRESIDENT WOULD CERTAINLY DO INCALCULABLE -- AND 
POSSIBLY IRRE 0 ARABLE -- DAMAGE TO OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, 
AND CALL INTO QUESTION OUR INTERESTS AND PROGRAMS HERE. 

6. THERE ARE MANY POSITIVE RESULTS WHICH WE BELIEVE WOULD 
EMERGE FROM SUCH A MEET ING : 

-- THE OPPORTUNITY TO IMPRESS ON DOE THE :MPORTANCE 
OF AN EARLY RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE; 

-- A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVEL OUR SERIOUS CONCERNS ABOUT LIBERIA'S ECONOMY AND 
EXTERNAL IMAGE ; 

BY HIS PRESEN CE IN THE US. DOE WOUL D HAVE 
OCCASION TO REASSURE US I NVESTOR S. 

1. WE ALSO CONSIDER TH E TIMING CONTEXT AND PACKAGING 
OF THE PROPOSED MEETIN G TO BE GOOD: 

-- THE MEE~ING COULD BE BILLED AS MARKIN G THE 135TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA AND 
THE l20TH ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHMENT OF US/LIBERIAN 
RELATIONS -- BOTH DATES OCCURRING IN 1982; 

-- A MAv MEETING S~OULD CAUSE FEWER PROBLEMS THAN 
ONE IN SEPTEMBER ON THE MAR GINS OF THE ~NGA WHEN MAN Y 
HEAD S OF S~ATE ~RE SEEKING BILATERALS WITh THE PRESIDENT; 

MONR OVIA 1227 
MESSAGE (CONT I NUED): 

DTG: 051519Z FEB 82 PSN: 003737 

IN ADDITI ON , A WHITE HOU SE MEETING WOULD TAKE 
PLACE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF SIMIL AR VISITS BY DOE -- AN D 
THESE TO SEVERAL OF OUR FrlIENDS, SOUTH KOR EA ~ND THE 
PHILIPPINES , AND A MAJOR ANTI-SOVIET POWER, THE PR C. 
SWIN G 

MONROVIA 1227 DTG: 051519Z FEB 82 PSN: 003737 
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May 27, 1982 

Presidential Determination 
No. 82-16 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 
The Secretary of State 

SUBJECT: Economic Support Fund Assistance for Liberia 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Foreign Assist­
ance Act of 1961, as amended ( the Act), I hereby: 

(1) determine under Section 614(a) (1) of the Act that 
the furnishing of up to $14.9 million in assistance for 
Liberia under chapter 4 of part II of the Act from funds 
earmarked under Section 539 of the Act, and without regard 
to the provisions of Section 539, is important to the 
security interests of the United States; and 

(2) authorize the furnishing of such assistance. 

You are requested to report this de t ermination to the Congress 
immediately in accordance with the requirements of the Act, 
and none of the assistance provided for herein shall be 
furnished until after such report has been made. 

This determination shall be published in the Federal Register. 

I 
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THE WHITE HOLSE 

\ l '. \:,H!'.\IGTO'.'I 

May 25, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

WILLIAM P. CLARK 

Authorization to Issue Presidential Determination 
to Permit Assistance for Liberia from Funds 
Earmarked for Nicaragua 

Do you reprogram $14.9 million Economic Support Fund (ESF) 
money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia? 

Facts 

The State Department recommended several weeks ago that you 
exercise your authority under Section 614.a. of the Foreign 
Assistance Act to reprogram $14.9 million of the $20 million 
ESF money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia. 
All agencies agree on the urgency of this assistance for 
Liberia. Congressman Zablocki has indicated his desire to 
provide more than the remaining $5.1 million of the money 
earmarked for Nicaragua to Nicaragua. This would mean of 
course less for Liberia. The State Department recommends, 
however, that we proceed to reprogram the $14.9 million for 
Liberia and seek to convince Congressman Zablocki that 
Nicaragua can only absorb $5.1 million. 

The agencies are still working on an agreed position with 
respect to the provision of the $5.1 million ESF assistance 
to Nicaragua. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the Presidential Determination at Tab A. 

OK NO 

Attachment 

Tab A Presidential Determination Prepared by: 
Henry R. Nau 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION May 25, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLA)RK ,Ji!_.,,. . 
~ 1ZIJT , . 

HENRY R. NA1]jt0BERT H. LILAC FROM: 

SUBJECT: Authorization to Issue Presidential Determination 
to Permit Assistance for Liberia from Funds 
Earmarked for Nicaragua 

The State Department has informed us by telephone (and is 
following up by memo) that it has completed its consultations 
with Congress concerning the Presidential decision to issue 
a Determination under Section 614.a. of the Foreign Assistance 
Act to reprogram $14.9 million Economic Support Fund (ESF) 
money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia. 

The Presidential Determination to this effect is attached 
(Tab A) . (6J_ :2() 
Fo~e, Childress, ~tering d~ . 

an Kirnrnit concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memo to the President at 
Tab I forwarding the Presidential Determination for his 
signature. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to the President 
A Presidential Determination 



J udge Clark 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

::/r .. :3fc i' 9 

5 /..<-' ( '6 .J, 

Subject: Presidential Determination Allowing 
Reprogramming of Funds for Liberia From 
Nicaragua 

The attached package is relatively urgent. 
If the Liberians don't get this money by Friday, 
they will fail to qualify for an IMF loan, without 
which they are virtually bankrupt. 

If you seek the President' s approval, we can take 
care of the rest. 

B.;;:.~(I 
J/ ' 7 

I 

. \ 
I . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W~S+INGTON 

May 27, 1982 
. ) ' 

Florence 
, ? , . I 
Subject: Presidential Detennination Authorizing 

Reprograrruning Funds for Liberia 

Admiral Poindexter called to say that the 
President ahd a-proved (orally) the PD on 
reprogramming funds now earmarked for Nicaragua 
to Liberia. 

John asks that you get the package out and 
ask Sara to have it machined. It is imperative 
that it go out today or Liberia will be unable 
to qualify for an IMF loan, without which 
the country will go bankrupt. 

Many thanks 

Bud 5\~EO 

i 
I < 

~~~\r 
i. 
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SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN 
! 

ACTION 

John Poindexter 

Bud McFarlane 

Jacque Hill 

Judge Clark 

John Poindexter 

St aff Secretary 

Sit Room -

-----
-- -

1-lnrorrnatlon . A- Action Fl- Retain D- Dispatch 
( 

DISTRIBUTION 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver 

Other ---------------------~ 

COMMENTS 

THE W HITE H OUSE 

WASH IN G TON 

SIT ROOM 

PLEASE DEX THE ATTACHED PACKAGE WITH 
COVERING NOTE TO ADMIRAL POINDEXTER 
FOR THE J UDGE . 

MANY THANKS 

Bud 

Please return the package to Dona or 
Florence 

B 

r 
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THE WH ITE H O L' SE 

WASHl~G-;"ON 

May 27, 1982 

Presidential Determination 
No. 82-16 

MEMORA..NDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 
The Secretary of State 

SUBJECT: Economic Support Fund Assistance for Liberia 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Foreign Assist­
ance Act of 1961, as amended (the Act), I hereby: 

(1) determine under Section 614(a) (1) of the Act that 
the furnishing of up to $14.9 million in assistance for 
Liberia under chapter 4 of part II of the Act from funds 
earmarked under Section 539 of the Act, and without regard 
to the provisions of Section 539, is important to the 
security interests of the United States; and 

(2) authorize the furnishing of such assistance. 

You are requested to report this determination to the Congress 
immediately in accordance with the requirements of the Act, 
and none of the assistance provided for herein shall be 
furnished until after such report has been made. 

This determination shall be published in the Federal Register. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Judge Clark ~ 

Subject: Presidential Determination·Allowing 
Reprogramming of_ Funds.. -£.or -L-ibcria- -Fronr ­
Nicaragua 

The attached package is relatively urgent. 
If the Liberians don't get this money by Friday, 
they will fail to qualify for an IMF loan, without 
which they are virtually bankrupt. 

If you seek the President's approval, we can take 
care of the rest. 

I 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION May 25 I 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P • 1 C~~ pd/-
FROM: HENRY R. NA~OBERT H. LILAC 

SUBJECT: Authorization to Issue Presidential Determination 
to Permit Assistance for Liberia from Funds 
Earmarked for Nicaragua 

The State Department has informed us by telephone (and is 
following up by memo) that it has completed its consultations 
with Congress concerning the Presidential decision to issue 
a Determination under Section 614.a. of the Foreign Assistance 
Act to reprogram $14.9 million Economic Support Fund (ESF) 
money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia. 

The Presidential Determination to this effect is attached 
(Tab A) • @- :4) 
F~e, Childress, ~tering 

I 

~. 
and Kirmnit concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memo to the President at 
Tab I forwarding the Presidential Determination for his 
signature. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to the President 
A Presidential Determination 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHl TE HO USE 

WASHIN GTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

WILLIAM P. CLARK 

Authorization to Issue Presidential Determination 
to Permit Assistance for Liberia from Funds 
Earmarked for Nicaragua 

Do you reprogram $14.9 million Economic Support Fund (ESF) 
money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia? 

Facts 

The State Department recommended several weeks ago { hat you 
exercise your authority under Section 614.a. of the Foreign 
Assistance Act to reprogram $14.9 million of the $20 million 
ESF money earmarked for Nicaragua for assistance to Liberia. 
All agencies agree on the urgency of this assistance for 
Liberia. Congressman Zablocki has indicated his desire to 
provide more than the remaining $5.l million of the money 
earmarked for Nicaragua to Nicaragua. This would mean of 
course less for Liberia. The State Department recommends, 
however, that we proceed to reprogram the $14.9 million for 
Liberia and seek to convince Congressman Zablocki that 
Nicaragua can only absorb $5.1 million. 

The agencies are still working on an agreed position with 
respect to the provision of the $5.1 million ESF assistance 
to Nicaragua. ' 

Recommendation 

That you sign the Presidential Determination at Tab A. 

OK NO 

Attachment 

Tab A Presidential Determination Prepared by: 
Henry R. Nau 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

President1al Determination 
No. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER M. HAI_G / JR. 
The Secretary of state 

SUBJECT: Economic Support Fund Assistance for Liberia 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Foreign Assist­
ance .. Act -of 1961.., _. as, amended (the Act), I hereby: 

(1) determine under Section 614(a) (1) 1 of the Act that 
the furnishing of up to $14 .9 million in a 'ssistance for 
Liberia under chapter 4 of part II of the Act from funds 
earmarked under Section 539 of the Act, and without regard 
to the provisions of Section 539, is important to the 
security interests of the United States; and 

(2) authorize the furnishing of such assistance. 

You are requested to report this determination to the Congress 
immediately in accordance with the requirements of the Act, 
and none of the assistance provided for herein shall be 
furnished until after such report has been made. 

This determination shall be published in the Federal Register. 
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