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ME?-1iORANDUM 

CONF~L 
7 

ACTION 

-£0NFIBENT\AL · ~ 
1391 Add On 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 14, 1982 

s E SE 
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CHARLES TYSON 

FRED WETTERING ~ 

Liberia: Rescheduling Request for Presidential 
Meeting With Liberia Chairman Doe 

In April, the White House approved a longstanding State and 
Liberian Government request that the President receive Liberian 
Head of State Samuel Doe for a working visit. A letter from 
the President pledged a meeting at "a mutually convenient date 
in the next few months" and the White House suggested a half hour 
meeting followed by lunch for either May 7 or July 26, 1982. 
Unfortunately, Doe could not make either date and State and the 
Liberian Government requested rescheduling for the period late 
August-October time frame. Mike Deaver decided to put this 
request on ice during the Versailles runup and following events, 
including the brief early July vacation. (C) 

State has been pressing (with my support) to reschedule. They 
suggested a statement reaffirming the President's willingness 
to meet with Doe in the proposed National Day message for 
Liberia's July 26 National Day. Charles Tyson believes this 
will serve as an effective lever to get a firm date in the 
next few days, and he requested that I resubmit a schedule 
outline (attached) . (C) 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the attached Deaver-Ryan Schedule 
Outline calling for a brief meeting and lunch appointment with 
the President for Liberian Chairman Doe. (C) 

APPROVE 

Attachments 
Tab I 

-€GNFIDE~TTIXIL 

Review 7/ 14/88 

DISAPPROVE 

Schedule Outline 

LASSIFIED 

NLRR fY\1>1/D1ft3~ 01~ 

' 

, CONFtoENTlAL- BY W NARADAT ~--!Dj_D 



SCHEDULE OUTLINE 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF 
EVENT: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA51-1 1NGTON 

FREDERICK RYAN 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

Thirty-minute meeting and following seventy-five 
minute lunch with Chairman Samuel Doe, Liberian 
Chief of State. 

To honor a commitment made in a Presidential 
letter to Chairman Doe in April 1982. The meeting 
would enable the President to reinforce the special 
relationship between the US and Liberia, and re­
inforce Chairman Doe's strong support for the US. 
(Doe is a personal admirer of the President as well) . 

A thirty-minute Oval Off ice meeting and following 
lunch were approved by the White House for May 7 
or July 26. For understandable reasons Doe could 
not make either date. State has requested re­
scheduling in August-September 1982 and urges 
that a proposed date or time frame be made 
available by Liberian National Day (July 26). 
Further delay of this requested meeting might 
produce negative consequences. 

None. 

Late August- October 1982 time frame. 

Oval Office; State Dining Room. 

US: Secretary of State, Assistant Secretary of 
State Crocker, William Clark, Fred Wettering (NSC). 
Liberia: Chairman Samuel Doe, Ambassador Joseph 
Guannu, possibly Foreign Minister Henry Fahnbulleh. 

Brief working visit. 

Photo opportunity; meeting will be announced. 

State and NSC 
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NSCJS ' PROFILE ~DENTIAL; 

DECLASSIFIED 
ID 8201391 

RECEIVED 06 MAR 82 10 ' ' ~uqust 28, 1907 
1-.AtiA Date -,a. '(/4/ ' , 

TO CLARK BREMER DOCDATE 05 MAR 82 

WETTERING 14 JUL 82 

TYSON 14 JUL 82 

KEYWORDS: LIBERIA AP DOE, SAMUEL K 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPT W/ PRES FOR LIBERIAN HEAD OF STATE IN MID MAY 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR CLARK DUE: 15 JUL 82 STATUS X FILES PA 

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

WETTERING TYSON 

COMMENTS FOLDER W/ TYSON PER DEE WILSON -- 3/29/82 
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DUE COPIES TO 
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NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 8202130 

RECEIVED 30 MAR 82 20 

TO CLARK FROM TYSON DOCDATE 30 MAR 82 

BREMER 06 MAY 82 

TYSON 16 JUL 82 

KEYWORDS: VISIT AP DOE, SAMUEL 

LIBERIA ECUADOR HURTADO, OSWALDO L 

CAMEROON HONDURAS AHIDJO, AHMADOU 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED WORKING LUNCHEON SCHEDULE FM PRESENT TO OCT 

ACTION: FOR SIGNATURE DUE: 21 JUL 82 STATUS C FILES WH 

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

CLARK 

COMMENTS 

REF# 8212104 LOG 8200808 8201391 NSCIFID ( D I H ) 

ACTION OFFICER DUE COPIES TO 

DISPATCH --------------~~~~---~ W/ATTCH FILE --- ( c) 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C . 20520 

Augu st S, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MICHAEL 0. WHEELER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Visit of Liberian Head of State Doe 

8223379 

We would appreciate your clearance on the attached 
cable concerning the White House luncheon for Liberian 
Head of State Doe. 

~~II 
Ex ecutive Secretary 

Attachment: 
1. Draft cable to Monrovia. 
2. Monrovia 7826. 



-t: I l'l I l' ED 0 F F I CI AL U St-

AF/W:PDEICHER:MVS 
8/4/82 X28354 
AF/W:EVAN GILDER 

NSC:FWETTERING 

IMMl::DIATE MONROVIA 

E.O. 12065: N/A . 

TAGS: OVIP {DOE, SAMUEL K}, LI 

SUBJECT: DOE VISIT: WHITE HOUSE LUNCH 

REF: MONROVIA 7826 

1- WE REGRET THAT THE NUMBER OF LIBERIANS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON FOR HEAD OF STATE DOE MUST BE 
LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN EIGHT, INCLUDING THE HEAD OF STATE. 

2. HOPEFULLY YOU COULD PUT THIS FORWARD AS ANOTHER GOOD 
REASON FOR THE GOL TO LIMIT THE SIZE OF ITS DELEGATION TO 
THE UNITED STATES· 

yy 

4+t/ J/1-'/(P? 
tll'llTED OFFICIAL U3f--

EVG~ 
PDE(~ 
FW 

-------------------------------------------------- - -



ACTION 
COP Y 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

PAGE 01 
ACTION AF-00 

MONROV 07826 051155Z 

ACTION OFFICE L: SL-01 
INFO AS-01 EPS-01 AF: P-01 

/008 A2 
AF: I-01 

5992 AF6571 

PMA-01 D: ED-01 AFW-01 

INFO OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 
NSCE-00 SS0-00 SY-05 
/038 w 

AID-00 SS-10 
CPR-02 A-02 

DODE-00 H-01 
USSS - 00 S YE-00 

------------------025054 051158Z / 45 
0 051148Z AUG 82 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3812 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MONROVIA 07826 

E. O. 12356 : N/ A 
TAGS: OVIP (DOE , SAMUEL K. l, LI 
SUBJECT: DOE VISIT: WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON 

REF : STATE 213328 

1. AMBASSADOR CHARLES HAN SFORD , CHIEF OF PROTOCOL AT 
THE EXECUTI VE MANSION , CALLED THE AMBASSADOR AUGU ST 5 
TO ASK THAT THE POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED TO INCREASING THE 
NUMBER OF LIBERIANS AT THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON FROM 8 
TO 12. HAN SFORD SAID THAT ALTH OUGH THE FOREIGN MINI STER 
IS THE " CHIEF OF THE CABINET" , IN OTHER WORDS TH E SE NIOR 
MEMBER, IT WOULD CAUSE SOME PROBLEMS IF SOME OF TH E 
SIX MINISTERS TENT ATIVELY SELECTED TO ACCOMPANY DOE 
WERE NOT ALLOWE D TO TAKE P ART IN THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON . 
(MONROVI A 7743 REPORTED THAT ONLY FOUR MINIS TERS WOULD 

BE IN THE OFFICIAL PART Y; THUS THERE HAS AL RE ADY BEEN 
SOME REVISIO N. l 

2. AMBASSADOR SAID TH AT HE WOULD REPORT THI S 
IMMEDIATEL Y BUT TH AT I N HIS OWN VI EW IT SEEMED UNLI KELY 
THAT SUCH A LARGE INCREASE WOUL D BE POSSIBLE OWIN G TO 
CONSIDER AT IONS OF INTIMACY AN D SPACE. 

3 . ACTION REQUESTED: PLE ASE LET US KN OW SOONEST WHETHER 
THE REQUESTED INCREASE CAN BE ACCOMMOD ATED. S WIN G 

.,......,ILtil-mMttl Tt1E Blt-H-014F FY-I uC l~At-L -UY~S E.___~ 7 /$t'f /P'? 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington. D .C . 20520 

August 5, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MICHAEL O. WHEELER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Visit of Liberian Head of State Doe 

< llllTEB 8FFIBIAL BY 
8223379 

We would appreciate your clearance on the attached 
cable concerning the White House luncheon for Liberian 
Head of State Doe. 

Attachment: 

~~~ 
L. Paul Brem~III 
Executive Secretary 

1. Draft cable to Monrovia. 
2. Monrovia 7826. 



~IMITE~ OFFICIAL USE 

AF/W:PDEICHER:MVS 
8/4/82 X28354 
AF/W:EVAN GILDER 

NSC:FWETTERING 

IMMEDIATE MONROVIA 

E. ·O. 12065: N/A . 

TAGS: OVIP {DOE, SAMUEL K}, LI 

SUBJECT: DOE VISIT: WHITE HOUSE LUNCH 

REF: MONROVIA 7826 

1· WE REGRET THAT THE NUMBER OF LIBERIANS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON FOR HEAD OF STATE DOE MUST BE 
LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN EIGHT, INCLUDING THE HEAD OF STATE. 

2. HOPEFULLY YOU COULD PUT THIS FORWARD AS ANOTHER GOOD 
REASON FOR THE GOL TO LIMIT THE SIZE OF ITS DELEGATION TO 
THE UNITED STATES. 

yy 

EVG~ 
PDC~ 
FW 

----LHHTE:D OFFICIAi !!SE~ ?/1y~7 

.-------------------------------· -- - ---- -· ---- ~\~~ 
-~"" 



ACTION 
COPY 

·1 I i I I a I w I w I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ 
-llMITED OFFICIAL HSE 
Depart111ent of State 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

PAGE 01 
ACTION AF-00 

MONROV 07826 051155Z 

ACTION OFF I CE L: SL-01 
INFO AS-01 EPS-01 AF: P-01 

/008 A2 
AF:I-01 

5992 AF6571 

PMA-01 D: ED-01 AFW-01 

INFO OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 
NSCE-00 SS0-00 SY-05 
·/038 w 

AID-00 SS-10 
CPR-02 A-02 

DODE-00 H-01 
USSS-00 SYE-00 

------------------025054 05115BZ /45 
0 051148Z AUG 82 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3812 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MONROVIA 07826 

E . 0. 12356: N/ A 
TAGS: OVIP (DOE, SAMUEL K.l, LI 
SUBJECT: DOE VISIT : WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON 

REF : STATE 213328 

1. AMBASSADOR CHARLES HANSFORD , CHIEF OF PROTOCOL AT 
THE EXECUTIVE MANSION, CALLED THE AMBASS ADOR AUGUST 5 
TO ASK THAT THE POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED TO INCREASING THE 
NUMBER OF LIBERIANS AT THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON FROM 8 
TO 12 . HANSFORD SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
IS THE "CHIEF OF THE CABINET" , IN OTHER WORDS THE SENIOR 
MEMBER, IT WOULD CAUSE SOME PROBLEMS IF SOME OF THE 
SIX MINISTERS TENTATIVELY SELECTED TO ACCOMPANY DOE 
WERE NOT ALLO WED TO TA KE PART IN THE WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON. 
~ONROVIA 7743 REPORTED THAT ONLY FOUR MINISTERS WOULD 

BE IN THE OFFICIAL PARTY; THUS THERE HAS ALREADY BEEN 
SOME REVISION. l 

2 . AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE WOULD REPORT THIS 
IMMEDIATELY BUT THAT IN HIS OWN VIEW IT SEEMED UNLIKELY 
THAT SUCH A LARGE INCREASE WOULD BE POSSIBLE OWING TO 
CONSIDERATIONS OF INTIMACY AND SPACE . 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE LET US KNOW SOONEST WHETHER 
THE REQUESTED INCREASE CAN BE ACCOMMODATED . SWING 

t1MITE9 g FF I C I AL USE 

I 
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GONFIDENtlAL 

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT775 

MONROVIA 7321 
DATE 07/23 / 82 

DISTRIBUTION: REPT /001 

WHT S ASSIGNE D DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT : MCF JP VP SIT EOB 
EOB: 
WHSR COMMENT: 

MESSAGE ANNOTATION S: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS 

MESSAGE: 

I MME DI AT E 
DE RUTAMA ~7321 2021803 
0 211758Z JUL 82 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIAT E 3539 

~~-03-1'1 qr-lf'~"1I-~U--r-1E::-"l'llJ:r-"T'""""'Ir-.,,,A:--t::-t:: M 0 N R 0 V I A 0 7 3 2 1 
FOR AF / W 

DTG: 211758Z JUL 82 PSN: 0130 41 
TOR: 2 0 2 / 1 9 2 8 Z 

E. 0. 12065: GOS 7 / 21 / 88 
TAGS: PINT , OVIP , LI 
SUBJ: PROPOSED DATE FOR 
REF: A) STATE 201109, 8) 

(PERKINS, EDWARD J) OR-M 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

DOE VISIT 
STATE 190142, Cl MONROVIA 6744 

2. CHARGE ON JULY 21 HAND DELIVERED TO HEAD OF STATE 
DOE THE INVITATION FOR A WORKING VISIT TO WASHINGTON . 
DOE INDICATED HE WOUL D HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THE DATE, 
BUT SAID HE WISHE D TO RESPOND FORMALLY LATER. 

3. THE HEAD OF STATE AGREED THAT EMBASSY SHOULD BEGIN 
WORKING WI TH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON ARRANGEMENT S . 
A MEETING WITH WILL I AM BULL HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR JULY 22 
ON THE SUBJECT. WE WILL ASK THE LIBERIANS FOR THEIR 
IDEAS ON THE VISI T, USING GUIDANCE IN REF B. WE WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH RESULTS ASA P . 

4. GOL OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT THE DATE IS FIRM 
AND THAT NO CHANGES ARE POSSIBLE. PERKINS 

DECLASSIFIED 
Department of State Guidelines, July 21, 1997 

By 4¢ NARA, Date ?/~r.h? 

-£ 0 N F I D E tttt-A-

. I 



GON~NTIA L 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT585 

HONROV I A 7489 
DATE 08/10/82 

DISTRIBUTION: REPT /001 

\/HTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTI ON: 

SIT: \/PC llHLR JP VP SIT EOB 
EO B: 

llHSR COMMENT: CHECKLIST 

MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS 

MESSAGE: 

I 1111ED I ATE 
DE RUTANA ~7489/01 2082022 
0 272019Z JUL 82 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

TO SECDEF llASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE \IASHDC IMMEDIATE 3638 
BT 

DTG: 272019Z JUL 82 PSN: 021360 
TOR: 208/2057Z 

C 0 N F~N T I AL SECTION 01 OF 02 MONROVIA 07489 
SECOEF FOR ASO: ISA/DSAA - TS 
E.O. 12065: GOS 7127/88 (PERKINS, EDI/ARD JI OR-M 
TAGS: MILi, LI, OVIP (DOE, SAMUEL Kl 
SUBJ: REQUEST FOR DOD ASSISTANCE DUR ING VISIT OF HEAD Of 
STATE OF LIBERIA TO THE UNITED STATES 
REF: Al STATE 201109, Bl MONROVIA 7373 

!. ~ENT I RE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY AND ACTION REQUESTED: LIBERIAN HEAD OF STAT E 
SAMUEL KAN YON DOE HAS BEEN I NV I TED BY PRES I DENT REAGAN 
TO llASHINGTON, D.C. ON A \/ORKING VISIT. DOE -- \/HO IS 
CHAIRMAN Of THE RULING PEOPLE 'S REDEMPTION COUNCIL (PRC) 
AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES OF LIBERIA -­
IS SCHEDULED TO MEET lllTH THE PRESIDENT AT ll:30AM ON 
AUGUST 25. THE VISIT HAS A PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE FOR OUR 
RELATIONS WITH THE PRC GOVERNMENT AND IS AN INVALUABLE 
OPPORTUNI TY FOR US TO INFLUENCE DOE TO CONCENTRATE ON 
BETTER MANAGEMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES AND INVOLVEMENT OF 
TH E MILITARY IN NATION BUILDING ACTIVITIES. LIBERIA IS 
THE UNIHD STATES' OLDEST AFR ICAN FRIEND, AND ONE OF OUR 
CLOSEST FRIENDS IN AFRICA. \IE HAVE SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC 
AND STRATEGIC INTERESTS IN LIBERIA AND A HISTORIC "SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP" WITHOUT PARALLEL. WE REQUEST SECRETARY Of 

MESSAGE (CONT INUEDI: 

DEFENSE MEET lllTH DOE AND, IF POSSIBLE, HOST A SOCIAL 
FUNCT ION FOR THE LIBERIAN LEADER. \IE ALSO REQUEST DOD 
PROVIDE DOMESTIC FLIGHT SUPPORT FOR THE DOE DELEGATI ON 
AND HOST A VISIT TO ONE OR MORE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
END SUMMARY AND ACTION REQUESTED. 

\IORSENING ECONOMIC SITUATION, MASSIVE CAPITAL FLIGHT, 
EXODUS OF SKILLED AND WEALTHY "AMERICO-LIBERIANS" AND 
INTERNATIONAL HOSTILITY TO THEIR EXTRA-LEGAL ACCESSION TO 
POI/ER, DOE AND HIS ILL-EDUCATED, INEXPERIENCED COLLEAGUES 
LOOKED TO THE UNITED STATES, LIBERIA'S TRADITIONAL CLOSE 
FRIEND AND ALLY, FOR ASSISTANC E. 

4. THE USG RESPONDED DECISIVELY, INCREASING MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO $80 MILLION ANNUALLY - A LEVEL TEN 
TIMES THAT OF THE PRE -COUP PERIOD. IN THE T\10 YEARS SINCE 
THE COUP, THAT POL ICY HAS PAIO OFF AS DOE HAS -- RELEASED 
POLITICAL PRISONERS -- DECLARED A GENERAL AMNESTY - -
1/ELCOMED LIBERIAN SELF-EXILES HOME -- RETURNED CONFISCATED 
PROPERTIES OF FORMER GOVERNMENT FIGURES -- BROUGHT SEVERAL 
ANCIEN REGIME OFFICIALS INTO HIS GOVERNMENT -- AND 
SUCCESSFULLY MET IMF FISCAL STABILIZATION TARGETS FOR 
SEVEN CONSECUTIVE QUARTERS, THE BEST RECORD IN AFRICA. DOE 
HAS COMMITTED THE PRC GOVERNMENT TO A RETURN TO CIVILIAN 
RULE IN 1985 UNDER A NEii CONSTITUTION BEING \/RITTEN AT 
PRESENT. DOE HAS REAFFIRMED PUBLICLY ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
HIS INTENTION TO HAND OVER POI/ER IN 1985. 

5. THE VISIT: DOE REVERES PRESIDENT REAGAN AS A FATHER 
FIGURE AND HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN AN INVITATION TO ME ET 
lllTH THE PRESIDENT FOR OVER A YEAR. THE VISIT \/ILL BE A 
HIGHPOINT FOR DOE PERSONALLY AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO RECOG ­
NIZE THE PROGRESS OF THE PRC REGIME THUS FAR \/HILE STRESS ­
ING THE MANY HARD DECISIONS THAT STILL HAVE TO BE HADE TO 

MESSAGE (CONTINUED!: 

LEAD LIBERIA INTO A NEii ERA Of PROSPERITY AND UNITY. DOE 
HAS PLANNED A 15-DAY VISIT lllTH TRIPS TO LOS ANGELES AND 
NEii YORK CITY AS \/ELL AS WASHINGTON, TO ME ET lllTH ADMINIS ­
TRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS, INVESTO RS, MULTILATERAL 
DONOR AGENCIES, AND LIBERIANS IN THE U.S. IN ADDITION, 
DOE \/OULD LIKE VERY HUCH TO MEET WITH HIS FORMER AMERICAN 
MIL ITARY INSTRUCTORS \/HILE HE \/AS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE 
ARMED FORCES OF LIBERIA (AFll, AND VIEW AMERICAN MILITAR Y 
INSTALLATIONS, NOTABLY FT. BRAGG, FT. BENNING, AND POS ­
SIBLY FORT HOOD. DOE HAS TOLD THE EMBASSY A MEETING WITH 
THE SECRETARY \/OULD BE HIGHLY PR IZED. 

6. RATIONALE FOR THE MEETING : THE US HAS IMPORTANT 
STRATEGIC INTERESTS IN LIBERIA INCLUDING ACCESS RIGHTS 
TO THE FREEPORT OF MONROVIA AND ROBERTS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT, BOTH US -BUILT FACILITI ES, AND A DEFENSE AREAS 
AGREEMENT. LIBERIA ' S COOPERATION IN llORLD \/AR 11 INCLUDED 
PERMITTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEAPLANE BASE IN NORTH­
ERN LIBERIA. THE U.S . MILITARY MISSION IN LIBERIA HAS 
PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN TRAINING THE LIBERIAN 
MILITARY FOR MOST OF THE HISTORY OF THE OL DEST REPU BL IC 
IN AFRICA. OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE CURRENTLY INCLUD ES 
$15 MILLION ANNUALLY IN FMS, A LARGE PORTI ON OF llHICH 

13 

3. BACKGROUND: AS READERS \/ILL RECALL, DOE AND 17 OTHER 
ENL IST ED MEN OVERTHREW THE GOVERNMENT Of PRESIDENT 
WILLIAM TOL BERT IN APRIL 19213 IN LIBERIA'S FIRST COUP 
AFTER 133 YEARS OF CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. THE COUP 
FOLLOllED A PERIOD OF SEVERE ECONOMIC DI SL OCATION AND RIS­
ING UNREST FUELED BY ENDEMIC OFFICIAL CORRUPTION AND A 
PERCEPTION BY LIBERIA'S 95 PERCENT TRIBAL MAJORITY THAT 
THE MINORITY ELITE, DESCENDANTS Of AMERICAN FREED SLAVE 
SETTL ERS , BARRED THE TRIBAL PEOPLE FROM EQUAL ACCESS TO 
TH E ECONOMIC, POL ITICAL AND SOCIAL SYSTE M. FACED BY A 

MONROVIA 7489 DTG: 272019Z JUL 82 PSN: 021360 

DECLASSIFIED 

GON~NTIA L 
NLRR bl'6 7 ...-07 tf':Y! ot'f 

pv . l!if. NARA DATE~.f/-~o 



CON~ENTIAL 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT584 

MONROVIA 7489 
DATE 08/10/82 

DISTRIBUTION: REPT /001 

\/HTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: llPC llHLR JP VP SIT EDB 
EOB: 
llHSR COMMENT: 

ME SS AGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS 

ME SS AGE: 

IMMEDIAT E 
DE RUTAMA #7489/02 2082031 
0 272019Z JUL 82 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

10 SECDEF \IASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE \IASHD C IMMEDIATE 3639 
BT 

DTG: 272019Z JUL 82 PSN: 021368 
TOR: 208/2101Z 

C 0 NF I ~NT I Al SECTION 02 OF 02 MONROVIA 07489 
GOES TO BUILD MILITARY BARRACKS. \IE ALSO CONTRIBUTE 
1800,000 IN \MET TRAINING FUNDS. 

7. THE MILITARY IS CURRENTLY IN POWER AS A RESULT OF THE 
COUP, BUT THE ARMED FORCES \/Ill ALSO BE AN IMPORTANT 
FORCE TO CONTEND \llTH AFTER THE RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. 
THERE ARE SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN THE MILITARY -- LACK OF 
DISCIPLINE AND PROFESSIONALISM, POOR ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
l OG I ST I CAL MANAGEMENT, INCONSISTENT PROMOTION POL I CY, 
INSUFFICIENT BASING PLAN, AND AN UNREALISTIC PERCEPTION 
OF THE MILITARY'S ARMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT NEEDS BASED ON 
AN EXAGGERATED ESTIMATE OF THREAT LEVEL FROM NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES. A MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY -- AND A CHANCE 
TO DISCUSS LIBERIA'S MILITARY SITUATION WITH OTHER 
AMERICAN DEFENSE OFFICIALS AT A SOC IAL FUNCTION -- WOULD 
PROVIDE A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO DELIVER OUR MESSAGE OF 
THE IMPORTANCE OF SERIOUS MEASURES FIRMLY APPLIED TO 
RESOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. AT THE SAHE TIME, IT WOULD REAF­
FIRM THE IMPORTANCE \IE ATTACH TO OUR BILATERAL MILITARY 
AGREEMENTS -- ENCO URAG E DOE TO DEAL DECISIVELY WITH RECAL­
CITRANT ELEMENTS IN THE MILITARY ANO BOLSTER HIS STANDING 
AT HOME -- ANO SEND A SIGNAL TO AFRICAN AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES \/\TH llHICH WE HAVE, OR ARE CONTEMPLATING, 
MILITARY AGREEMENTS INDICATING THE STEADFASTNESS OF OUR 

ME SS AGE (CONT I NUE D) : 

SUPPORT . IT WOULD ALSO PREVENT POSSIBLE QUESTIONING BY 
LIBERIANS OF 1HE SERIOUSNESS OF OUR MILITARY RELATIONSHIP 
AND OUR COMMITMENT TO HELP LIBERIA ON ITS PATH TO ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY AND POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STABIL \TY. 

8. DOD FLIGHT SUPPORT REQUESTED: THIS I/Ill BE DOE'S FIRST 
VISIT TO "THE GREAT UNITED STATES" AS IT IS COMMON LY 
REFERRED TO HERE AND THE LIBERIAN LEADER WISHES UNDER ­
STANDABLY TO SEE MORE OF IT THAN llASHINGTON OR NEii YORK. 
THE VISITS TO Mil ITARY INSTALLAT IONS ARE ALSO KEY COM­
PONENTS OF THE ITINERARY REQUESTED BY THE l IBERIANS. THE 
l IBERIANS Will TRAVEL TO THE U.S. BY REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
COMMERCIAL FLIGHT BUT DOE AND HIS PARTY Will BE DEPENDENT 
ON THE USG FOR IN-COUNTRY TRAVEL AS LIBERIA -- STRUGGLING 
VNOE R MSS I VE EXTERNAL DEBTS AND SEVERE BUDGET CUTBACKS -­
CANNOT ~FIORD TO SPEND A GREAT DEAL FOR THE HEAD OF STAT'S 

VISIT. INABILITY ON OUR PART TO TRANSPORT DOE TO THE FEii 
SITES TO BE AGREED UPON IN THE FINAL ITINERARY WOULD CAST 
A SHADD\/ OVER THE TRIP PRIOR TO ITS COMMENCEMENT -- AND 
RISK DISSIPATING SOHE OF THE GOOD\llll THAT THE VISIT 
SHOULD NATURALLY GENERAT E. IT \IOULD IN ADDITION BE VIEi/ED 
IN A VERY NEGATIVE LIGHT BY THE LIBERIAN PUBLIC, \/HOSE 
NEED IS CONSTANT FOR REASSURANCE OF CONTINUING U.S. 
COMMITMENTS TO LIBERIA. \IE REQUEST DOD HAKE AVAILABLE 
TRANSPORTATION INCOUNTRY FOR THE DOE VISIT. 

9. OTHER ACTION REQUESTED: \IE UNDERSTAND THE FINAL REPORT 
OF THE SECURITY ASSISTANCE ASSESSMENT TEAM THAT VISI TED 
HERE EARLIER THIS YEAR IS NOii UNDERGOING VETTING. THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REPORT COULD PROVIDE AN IDEAL 
FRAMEllORK FOR DISCUSSIONS \llTH DOE. \IE SUGGEST THE REPORT 
BE PRESENTED TO DOE BY GENERAL LUTZ DUR ING THE WASHINGTON 
VISIT. 

10. CONCLUSIONS: THE EMBASSY HAS WORKED ON THIS VISIT FOR 
THE PAST YEAR AND BELIEVES A SUCCESSFUL SERIES OF DOE 
MEETINGS \/\TH THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND PRESIDENT 
REAGAN \/Ill GREATLY ENHANCE PROSPECT OF MEETING U.S. 
OBJECTIVES IN l IBERIA. \IE BELIEVE THE SECRETARY AND OTHERS 
\/Ill FIND DOE MUCH CHANGED FROM THE CONFUSED AND INEX­
PERIENCED MASTER SERGEANT HE \/AS \/HEN HE TOOK POI/ER. T\10 
YEARS OF \/RESH ING \/\TH GRAVE ECONOMIC AND POL IT I CAL 
PROBLEMS -- NUMEROUS TRIPS TO AFRICAN, ARAB AND ASIAN 
NATIONS IN llHICH HE HAS MET 11\TH THE HEADS OF STATE OF 

ME SS AGE (CONT I NUED) : 

EGYPT, SOUTH KOREA, CHINA, AMONG OTHERS -- AND A SELF­
DISC\Pl \NE AND WILLINGNESS TO LEARN THAT HAS SURPRISED 
AND ENCOURAGED LIBERIA'S FRIENDS -- HAVE HAD IMPORTANT 
AND UNFORESEEN EFFECTS ON THE PERSONAL \TY AND EFFECTIVE­
NESS OF THIS YOUNG (31) LEADER. OUR STAKE IN LIBERIA -­
INCLUDING THE LARGEST CONCENTRATION OF USG ASSETS IN 
AFRICA IV OA RELAY STATION, REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY, OMEGA NAVIGATION STATION) -- OVER $300 Hill ION 
IN DIRECT U.S. INVESTMENT -- SIGNIFICANT STRATEGIC 
INTERESTS -- AND A HISTORIC RELATIONSHIP THAT PLACES 
LIBERIA IN THE FOREFRONT OF OUR THIRD \IORLD FRIENDS AND 
PROVIDES AN IRREPLACABLE CONDUIT TO THE REST OF AFRICA -­
UNDERLINES THE URGENCY 11\TH \IHICH \IE REOUEST SECRETARY 
\IEINBERGER'S PERSONAL HELP PLUS DOD SUPPORT IN MAKING THE 
DOE VISIT A SUCCESS. PERKINS 
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SUBJ: HEAD OF STATE DOE AC CEPTS AUGUST 17 DATE 

1. \: ENTIRE TEXT! 

2. I MET IN THE EARLY AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 8 \/ITH HEAD OF 

STATE SAMU EL K. DOE CONCERNING THE CHANGE OF SCHEDULE FOR 

HIS OFFICIAL WORKING VISIT. ACTING POLITICAL COUNSELOR 

ACCOMPANIED. I PRESENTED THE URGENT REASONS FOR THE 

ITINERhR Y CHANGE, EMPHASIZING THE CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL 

PROBLEMS AND INTERNATIONAL PREOCCUPATIONS OF THE 

PRESIDENT. DOE LISTENED CAREFULLY AND RE SP ONDED THAT 

ALThOUGH HE \/AS CONCERNED ABOUT THE SHORTNESS OF TIME 

TO COMPLETE PREPARATIONS AND, IN PARTICULAR, CHARTER 

ARR,NGEMENTS \/ITH GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL, HE ACCEPTE D TH E 
AUGUST 17 DATE. 

3. AT OUR SUGGES TION, DOE AG REED TO INFORM HIMSELF THE 

FOREIGN MINISTER \/HO \/AS SCHEDU LED TO CALL ON HIM LATER 

IN THE AFTERNOON. DOE REQUESTED THAT I CONTACT THE LOCAL 

PAN AMERICAN REPRESENTAT I VE TODAY, AUGUST 8, TO BEGIN 

RENEGOTIATING THE CHARTER FOR THE NE\/ DATES. (I \/ILL BE 

MEETING \/ITH LOCAL PAN AM REPRESENTATIVE KLAUS AND PAN 

AM ROHE REPRESENTATIVE GUZZARDO EARLY THIS EVENING.) 

MESSAGE ICO IJT I NUE D): 

4. I OFFERED THE HEAD Of STATE FULL ASSURANCES THAT 

ALTHOUGH THE TIME \/AS SHORT IT \/AS SUFFICIENT TO INSUR E 

A SUCCESSFUL VISIT. I ALSO ASSU RED HIM OF DUR FULLES T 

COOPERATION \/ITH HIS ADVANCE TEAM, \/HIGH LEAVES AUGUST 9, 

AND \llTH All PREPARATIONS. ID OE SEEMED PARTICULARLY 

CONCERNED THAT THE TIME MIGHT NOT BE ADEQUATE TO PREPARE 
THE PRIVATE PORTION OF HIS TRIP.) 

5. COMMENT : DOE, \/H O RECEIVED ME IN HIS PRIVATE APARTMENT 

AT THE MANSI ON, \IAS IN A RELAXED ANO PLE ASAN T MOOD AN O, 

ONCE HE REAL I ZED THAT THE NE\/S \/AS IJE I !HER GODO NOR BAD, 
READILY ACCEPTED THE PRESIDENT'S REOUEST FOR THE CHANG E 

IN SCH EDULE. FORTUNATELY roR ALL COIJCERllED, THE HEAD OF 

SlATE'S CALENDAR APPEARS TO BE REASONABLY FREE IN THIS 

PERI OD \/HIGH HADE ACCOMMODATION TO THE CHANGE SOMEllHAT 

EASIE R. I OF COURSE 010 NOT FIND IT NECESSARY 10 TENDE R 

THE SEPTEMBER DATES TO HIH. 

6 . THE NE\/S HAS OF COURSE NOT YET FILTERED DO\/N TO TH E 

TECHNICAL LEVEL \/HICH \/ ILL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

TRYING TO JUGGL E THE LONDON , PARIS AtlD RABAT DATES. 

THINK IT L IKELY THAT THE LIBERIANS \/ILL ISSU E A BRIEF 

PRESS STATEMENT, PROBABLY ON AUGUST 9, TO THE EFFECT THAT 

THE DAT E OF THE VISIT HAS BEEN MOVED UP IN ORDER TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE PRES IDENT'S PRESSING LEG ISL ATIVE SCHEDU LE 

ANO TO ALLO\/ DOE TO MEET \/ITH SENATORS ANO CONGRESSMEN 

CONCERNED \/ITH AFRICAN MATTERS. mo COMMENT. SI/ING 

MONROV IA 7955 OTG: e9 ! 3 I 5Z AUG 82 PSN: 038528 
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1. ~ ENT I RE TEXT. 

.. ".Ci1li4RY OF STATE SHULTZ, liCCOMPANIEO SY A~s1:u1n 

S!:r:--R\ CROCKER AND 'MBASS~DOR SW NG, ~ET BRIEFLY \./ITH 

l BE" ,:, FORE IGI. MINISTER FAHliBULLEH AUGUST 17 i,T THE 

1<-:H NGTON HILTON . THE SECRETARY l./ELCOMEO FA"NBULLEH 

TO THE us AND COMMENTED VERY BR I EFLY ON THE T\JO MAJOR 

FOREIGl·1 fOl1CY llE\./S ITEMS OF THE DAY : THE BEIRUT NEGO­
T1AT'Ol~S ANO THE AGR EEMENT lllTH THE PEOPLE'S REPU BLIC 

or CHINA o~ kiMS SAL ES TO TAi i/AN. THE REST Of TH E 

0 1SC 11 '."'.:ION CEl•TEREO ON NAMIBIA, THE IRAN-I RuQ \/AR ANO 

THE i;BOR1ED TF I POL I OAU SUMM I l. 

3. fAkNSULLEH STATED THAT HE IS hOPEFUL ON THE NAMIBIA 

~!GO"IOT•ONS. THESE ~PPEAR TO HAVE MOVED FOR~ARO NICELY 

C.ER iHE P~.l SIA MONTHS FOLLOlllNG P PERIOD Of FOOT-

C' -~',"': EV 3~.M[ O< ""[ FROIH , IN~ STA-ES. i"E ~AJOR 

P'i:BlEH, '""''EUlLEh Bfl IEVES , IS SOUTH AFRICA S DESIRE 

TO l i11h iHE "T;Df;A\IAL or CUBANS FROM ANGOLA \./llH ITS 

c"tJ : T•:=~-~L F•OM 1,i;M,EIA. THE cc~;srn:us ""~t;G nn1cAN 

s;c,ns IS TH.AT THE CUBAN 1:;suE \./Ill FAL,AllAY l;fTER TH E 

i. l~JR~.:AL OF oOUTH AFRICA, S ~Cf ,·;GOLA \/Ill tlO LCNGER 

RE~U RE :UEAN TROOPS FOR PROJECTION. IF THE-µNGOLAN -

GCVE~NM~NT WERE TO MAINTAIN A CUBAN PRlSEN CE AFlER A 

~~--, .• ::;;1c 0 1, T"~FA\./Pl, IT ~OlllD EtCO~E CLE"R TO 

All ~f'ICPJ ~-ATES THAT UNITA IS IN FACT A M4JOR THREAT 

TO ;nE ~?~~ GC\tf;f;~fNT. FA l'EULLEP BEL1E\IES THE EFFORT 

TO L ~t crE~N AhO SOUTH A'RiCAN 111;MoRiWAL-IS P•Rl or 

SOcH 1:=F1:A'£ "THMPT TO FOP.[S'All GRPH NG t;GEPEl.Drn CE 
1 C t-• .:..M l BI A. 

4. rl[ ~f.~E"ARY EXPLAl~ED TfAT PLTHOUGH THE lMO SSU ES 

I.RE NOT L IN~ ED, \IE 00 NOT BELIEVE SOUlH AFR CA \.;OULO BE 

\/ILLING TO lllTHDRAll IN THE ABSENCE OF A SOLU TION TO l HE 

CUBAN PROB LEM. ASSISTANT SECRElARY CROCKER NOT ED THA T­

THIS \/AS THE REA L ITY OF THE SITUATION lllTH llHICH \IE ARE 
DEAL ING. 

5. FAHNBULLEH SUGGESTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA SHOU LD HOVE 

ITS FORCES BACK FROM THE NAMIBIAN BORDER AND THAT CUBAN 

TROOPS SHOULD BE •EPLACEO BY UN fORCES, OR PR EFERABLY 

BY AN AFRICAN PEACEMEEPING FORCE . THE LATTER-MIG HT -

INCLUDE 5-10, OBO "ROOPS FROM NIGERIA, SENEGAL, IVORY 

COAST AND GUINEA. FAHNBULLEh SAID HE HAO ATTEMPTED TO 

DISCUSS THIS SUGG!STIOh MITH -HE ENGO~AN 'OREIGN MINISTER 

IL co~~EC"ION \/IT~ LIB:RIA'S ~E•OTIAl • ONS TO OPE N 

DIPLOMATIC RE'.ATIONS \/ITH Al~GOLA . lHE ANGOL•.NS, hOllEVE R, 

\JOULO NOT D SGUSS THE ISSUE, CALL ING IT A HATTER OF - -
I AT ONAL SOVEREIGN TY. 

6. FA"UPULLEH RECOGNl7ES •HOT SOME CO~CESS DNS MUST BE 

rcoE TO SOUTH AfRICA If lrlE h!GOT Ai I ONS ARE 10 SUCCEE D. 

HE COl1CL,DED HIS D SCUSSIOI. or 'HIS t'.:SUE BY NOTING THAT 

T~E LC~GER THE ST~UGGLE FOR F~EEDOM IN SOUTHERN AFRIC A 

CCiiT l•UES, 1HE ",O,E DlrFICULT IT \/Ill BE TO CRITICIZE 

SOVIET MACHINATIONS IN AfRICA, IN VIE\/ or SOVI ET 

SUPPORT FOR THE l1BERAllON STRUGGl E. AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

~ESSAGE ICONT 1NJEDJ: 

lllLL BE U~ABLE TO FOCUS ADEQUATELY ON THE SOVI ET THRE AT 

UNllL AFER THE P'OBlErS OF SOuTHERN AfPICt ~PE REoO.V EO. 

7. FAHNBULLEH EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE CON T INUI NG 

\/AR BETllEEN IRAN ANO IR•Q, INCLUDING I'S EFFECT ON THE 

NON-Al GNEO SUMMIT. HE AS~ED THE SECiEi~RY FOR HIS 

VIEMS ON THE CONFLICT. THE SEGRE-ARY EXP:AINEO TH E 

SITUATION IS NOY A MILITARY STALEM~TE MITH NEITHE R 

SIDE PROVING ABLE TO HOLD TERRllORY. ~N IRANIAN BUILD UP 

IS APPARENTLY IN PROGRESS AND \IE MIGHT EXP ECT AhOTHER 
ATTEMPTED OFFENSIVE IN THE rn,R FUTURE. NEVERTHELESS, 

IRAO SEEMS TO BE HOLDING ITS 01/N ANO THE SITUATION HAS 

STABILIZED SOHEMHAT . IRliQ CAN NOii ARGUE THAT A SUCCESS -

FUL NAM MEETlllG MIGHl BE HELD IN E~GHJoD 'P"'JEULL EH 

SAID l I BERIA HAS INFORMED •RAQ IT \/ILL BE \JILL ING TO 

ATTEND A NAM MINISTERIAL MEETING IN B A~HOA O ANO IT 

\/ILL DECLINE TO ATTEND SUCH A MEET ING IN OTH ER SUGGESTE D 

VENUES SUCH AS HAVANA. THE LIBERIANS BELIEVE THIS IS 

IHPORTAtH Ill ORDER TO SAVE THE IROQIS FROM oMEARPASSMEIH. 

THE SECRE"ARY REPLIED THAT ~f SUrFORT lHE l16ERIAN 

•cs T ON ~ND .PPRl: •TE - hE GCL cc• ~G r:Ju OU -HE R'G"T 
SI OE. 

&. IN RE~ARO TO THE •BORTIVE TRI POL I OAU SUMMI T, 

FAHf.BUllEH SA10 THERE IS I; NEED TO PICh UP THE PIECES" 

OF THE DAU OR l 6cR ,. tf~O THE l".vJE'inTE Sl~TtS \.IOUL D 

SOON F NO Tkf~S<t VE: A" t C•: D•:i:'."4GE . 'I, F~HhBULLE H'S 
VIE~ eOlH THE PO, I SARIO SEATING OUES'ION AND THE 

NEGATIVE ATTITUD E OF Mi;NV ~FRIC•M COU~lRIES TOWARD 

l IBYA C01<TRl6UHD TO THE FAILURE OF THE S·JMM IT. 

FAH~BULLEH STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE HE ATTACHES TO THE 

SlRVIVAL OF THE onu !;ND NOIED T~AT N "HIS 'EG~RO IT 

\IOULO BE HELPFUL IF THE TRIPOLI cUMMIT COULD BE HELO 

LATER THIS YEAR. IT ~IGHT STILL OCCUR IF TiE RuD CAL 
STATES AuREE NOT 10 SEAT THE 'Ol IS!.RIO. Ft loRE TO 

HOLD A SUMMIT COULD PLPY ll<TO O•DAF I o H:.1rns EV •HOMING 

HIM TO PO~TRAY HIMSELF AS A HERO FIGHllNG FOR Ar~ICAN 
UNITY. ~OREOVER, IT ~OULD DOOM THE PICS'ECTS FOR A 

SUCCESSFUL SUMMI T IN CCNAK~Y ~E T YEAR. 
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I. !\- ENT I RE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: DAS PRINCETON LYMAN HELD A CORDI AL AND 
SUBSTANTIVE HALF-HOUR MEETING WITH HEAD OF STATE ON 
DECEMBER 16. DISCUS SI ON CENTERED ON DOE ' S DECEMBER I 
SPEECH AND THE NEED FOR FURTHER AUSTERITY MEASURES IN 
ORDER TO ARREST LIBERIA'S DIFFICULT FINANCIAL SITUATION 
AND ENSURE CONTINUED llASHINGTON SUPPORT. A BR IEF 
EXCH ANG E ALSO OCCURRED \llTH REGARD TO SE CURITY ASSISTANCE 
ASSESSMENT TEAM 'S RECOMNENDAT IONS AND THE STATUS OF THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS. END SUMMARY . 

3. HEAD OF STATE ODE RECEIVED DEPUTY ASSISTAN T SECRETARY 
PRINCETON LYMAN FOR 30 MINUTES LATE MORNING OF 
DECEMBER 16. LYMAN \/AS ACCOMPANIED BY AF/II DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR TED VAN GILDER AND THE AMBASSADOR . THE LIBER IAN 
SIDE INCLUDED ACTING MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
CHR IS TOPHER MINIKON, ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR THE AMERICAS 
\lllllAM BULL , AND DEPUTY CH IEF OF PROTOCOL VIVIENNE 
\/REH. DAS LYMAN BEGAN THE MEET I NG BY CONVEY I NG GREETINGS 
FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY CROCKER AND RECALLING THE 
RECENT OFFICIAL WORKING VISIT BY THE HEAD OF STATE TO 

MESSAGE ICONT I NUED): 

\/ASH I NG TON. 

4. DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON THE HEAD OF STATE ' S DECEMBE R I 
ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON THE ECONOM Y. LYMAN NOTED THAT 
THERE ARE ENORMOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS THROUGHOUT AFRICA 
AND THAT UNLESS AFRICAN LEADERS CAN CONE TO GRIPS \llTH 
THESE DIFFICULTIES, THEIR ECONOMIES \/ILL DECAY. THE 
NEXT THREE YEARS \/ILL BE PARTICULARL Y DIFFICULT HE NOTED, 
MENT IONING TH~T THE UNITED STATES ALSO IS GOING THRO UGH 
DIFF ICULT ADJUSTMENTS. \/HAT CONCERllS US ALL HE SAID, 
INCLUD 1 NG THE IBRD AtlD THE IMF, IS THAT ONLY A FEii 
LEADERS AND COUNTRIES ARE REALLY TAKING THE HARD DECISIONS 
NECESSARY TO AR REST DETERIORATING ECONOM IES. LYMAN SAID 
THM' I' llAS lk THIS CONTEXT THAT DOE'S SPEECH \/AS SO 
S Gt< F CAlll, ~AMELY, THAT IT HAD ACQUAINTED THE LIBERIAN 
PEOPLE lllTH nE REAL SI TUA TION AND \IOULD, IF IMPLfMEllTEn, 

PLACE LIBERIA IN A STRONGER POSITION ONCE THE \IORLD 
ECONOMY BEGINS TO IMPROVE. 

5. OAS LYMAN SINGLE D OUT THE 16-25 PERCENT CUT IN GOVERN­
MENT SALARI ES AS BEING COURAGEOUS. HE NOTED THAT SUCH 
STEPS \IOULO FACILITATE OUR EFFORTS IN \IASHINGTON TO 
SUPPORT LIBERIA. HE NOTEO,HOllEVER, THAT ADDITIONAL DIFFI­
CULT ST EPS \IOULD SE NECESSARY IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE ECO NOMIC 
STABILITY IN LIBERIA; THE SE INCLUDED, FOR EXAMPLE, ENERGY 
CONSERVATION. 

6. ENDING ON A POSITIVE NOTE, DAS LYMAN INFORMED THE HEAD 
OF STATE THAT THE USG HOPED TO PROVIDE LIBERIA \llTH A 
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FEii \/EEKS; 
THIS \IOULD INCLUDE THE SIGNING OF A SIS MILLION PL-480 
TITlE I AGREEMENT FOR RICE ON DECEMBER 17, THE RIA UPGRADE 
PROJECT llHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE SIGNED THE \/EEK OF 
DECEMBER 20, AND A FURTHER TRANCHE OF ESF IN JANUARY TO 
HELP LIBERIA MEET THE JANUARY 29 INF PERFORMANCE TARGETS. 

7. DOE RESPONDED BY STATING THAT HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT 
\/ERE TRYING TO FIND MEANS OF REVIVING THE ECONOM Y. AS 
A RESULT,HE SAID, HE HAD TAKEN A SERIES OF "DANGEROUS" 
STEPS. ON THE BASIS OF THESE, ODE SAID THAT "ACCORDING 
TO OUR EST I MATES, \IE HOPE TO MEET THE INF TARGETS IN 
JANUARY." AMONG THE STEPS DOE LISTED WERE: THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES PURCHASE THEIR 01/N 
SERVICE VEHICLES; ELIM INATI ON OF FREE GASOLINE PRIVILEGE 
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FOR CIVIL SERVANTS; THE 16-25 PERCENT REDUCTION IN 
GOVERNMENT SALARIES (\IHICH HE ESTIMATED WOULD REDUCE THE 
MONTHLY \/AGE LEVEL FROM S!3.5 MIL LION TO S6 MILLION!; 
AND MEASURES TO TIGHTEN UP REVENUE COLLECTION. 

8. ll lTH EVIDENT PRIDE, DOE SAID LIBERIA HOPED TO BE THE 
FIRST COUNTRY IN \/EST AFRICA TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC STABILI­
TY. IN THIS CONNECTION ODE AVERRED THAT NO "ELECTED" 
PRESIDENT COULD DO THIS. HE SAID MANY ADV ISED HIM NOT TD 
CUT THE SALARIES OR TAKE OTHER MEASURES llHICH \IOULD RISK 
A LOSS OF POPULAR ITY. HOllEVER, HE HAD REPLIED THAT IT 
\/AS "BE TTER TO BE LESS POPULAR AND ALLDll THE PEOPLE TO 
LI VE." ODE SAID THAT HE WAS PROUD TO BE THE "ONLY ONE" 
TO TAKE SUCH AUSTERITY ST EPS . DOE RECALLED THAT HE HAD 
TOLD THE LIBERIAN PEOPLE THAT THINGS \IOULO GET llORSE 
BEFORE THEY GET BETTER, AND, IN TH IS REGARD, HE \/AS 
PREPARED TO TAKE ANY STEPS TO "IMPROVE THE LOT OF THE 
PEOPLE. " 

9. TURNING TO OTHER SUBJECTS, DAS LYMAN NOTED WITH 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6353 

CD r,1 f ID e; 1>1 TI 0 L SECTION 02 OF 02 MONROVIA 12527 
SATISFACTION THAT THE GOL HAD BEGUN IMPLEMENTING THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECURITY ASSISTANCE ASSESSMENT 
TEAM. DOE DID NOT RESPOND. LYMAN, RECALL ING THAT HE HAD 
RECENTLY MET IN WASHI NGTON WITH DR. AMOS SAWYER, CONSTI­
TUTION COMMISSION CHAIRMAN, ASKED DOE ABOUT THE STATUS 
OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS. DOE GAVE A VERY VA GUE 
ANSWER , RESPONDING THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN SAWYER SINCE HIS 
RETURN , BUT THAT , IN ANY CASE , THINGS WERE "FINE" WITH 
REGARD TD THE CONSTITUTION AND THE PROCESS TOWARD 
CIVILIAN RULE. 

10. COMMENT: DOE'S MOOD SEEMED STILL TO REFLECT HIS 
CONCERNS OVER THE FOILED ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT OF 
DECEMBER 13 AND 14. HE WAS DECIDEDL Y SOMBER AT TH E 
BEGINNING OF THE MEETING AND ONLY WARMED TO THE OCCASION 
WHEN MENTION WA S MADE OF HIS "COURAGEOUS" STEPS OF 
DECEMBER 1 TO IMPROVE THE ECONOMY. DOE IS QUITE EVIDENT­
LY PROUD OF HOW WELL THE SALARY CUTS AND OTHER MEASURES 
HAVE THUS FAR BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE LIBERIAN PEOPLE AND 
SEEMS TO TA KE PARTICULAR PRIDE IN THE GENERAL PERCEPTION 
THAT WHAT HE DID INVOLVED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PERSONAL 
COURAGE -- A TRAIT HE HAS ALWAYS ASCRIBE D TO HIMSELF. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THE PRESENCE OF THE THREE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS MADE IT IMPRUDENT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE , TO RAISE 
THE QUESTION OF THIS WEEK'S ASSASSINATION PLOT AND OUR 
CONCERN THAT SEVERE MEASURES SUCH AS EXECUTIONS NOT BE 

MESSAGE (CONTINUED) : 

TAKEN AGAINST THE PERPETUATORS . IN SUM, THE LYM AN/ DOE 
MEETING WAS VERY USEFUL IN REENFORCING THE BILATERAL 
REL AT IONSHIP AND IN ENCOURAGING DOE TO STAY THE DIFFICULT 
REFORM COURSE ESSENTIAL TO ECONOMIC SURVIVAL. S WIN G 
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Voice of America 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

p 5: 17 
CONFI~NTIAL 

' 
, 

The HGnorable 

April 29, 1983 

Judge William P. Clark, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 

The White House 

Charles Z. Wic~h/ 
Director 
United States Information Agency 

Kenneth Y. Tomlinsont:,.V­
Associate Director 

During a recent visit to Liberia to examine Voice of America 
facilities there and announce a new joint broadcaster training 
program, I had the occasion to meet with Head of State, General 
Samuel K. Doe. 

During the meeting Doe reiterated his support for Liberia's new 
draft Constitution and declared he was moving his country 
toward democracy by 1985. 

No one, of course, can say what the future holds for Liberia. 
But it is extraordinary, in these times, to find a military 
ruler talking about democracy. 

I gather the guiding force behind Doe's apparent commitment to 
democracy is U.S. Ambassador William Swing. In his work with 
Doe, the Ambassador has performed a terrific service -- to the 
U.S. and Liberia. 
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