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July 25, 1983 

MEETING WITH FORMER FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 
FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

July 26, 1983 
Oval Office 
10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
WILLIAM P. CLA~%✓ 

To maintain contact with leading French opposition leader, a 
likely Presidential candidate for 1988. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Giscard d'Estaing, former President of France and a leader of 
the French opposition, is rebuilding his domestic political base 
and refurbishing his image as an influential figure in inter­
national affairs. George Shultz, who worked very closely with 
Giscard in the past, strongly advocated a meeting with you. His 
visit will enable you to maintain contact with a French 
political figure who may again gain the Presidency and to 
demonstrate that we do not favor one opposition leader. You met 
earlier this year with Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, Giscard's 
political rival, but had to cancel a planned meeting with 
Giscard because of scheduling problems. 

We expect Giscard to demonstrate extensive interest in your 
perspectives on the American economic recovery and on the 1984 
elections. He will likely note that European economic recovery 
will be tied to the U.S. performance, although it would take 
some time for the full impact to be felt. He can be expected to 
ask about U.S. budget deficits and interest rates, but has noted 
that his views on economic policy are very close to those of 
this Administration. Gi scard may also push for more 
international cooperation on monetary policy and refer to the 
Williamsburg Declaration. He will stress that chiefs of 
government must show greater economic leadership. 

Giscard's political standing is presently lower than that of the 
other two leading opposition leaders (Chirac and Barre) and it 
is likely that he will be attempting to identify issues on which 
he might base his attempted resurgence. He may seek to distance 
himself from American policy in Central America and in the Third 
World in general, but has registered strong support for INF 
deployment. 

Your suggested talking points are attached. State's briefing 
memo is at Tab A. Giscard's bio is at Tab B. 

ENTIAL 
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III. PARTICIPANTS 

U.S. The President 
Secretary Shultz 
Robert C. McFarlane 

2 

., 

John Kelly, Acting Assistant Secretary for European 
Affairs, Department of State 

Tyrus W. Cobb, NSC 

France Valery Giscard d'Estaing 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Photo opportunity at beginning of meeting. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

10:00 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Photo opportunity/meeting in Oval Office 
Meeting adjourns. 

State briefing memo 
Giscard's bio 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 
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TALKING POINTS FOR 

, 

GISCARD D'ESTAING 

Welcome to the White House. Regret that scheduling 

conflicts prevented meeting this Spring. How was your week in 

Bohemian Grove. 

INF Negotiations/Deployment 

o Thank you for your firm support of INF Dual-Track 

decision. Deployments will proceed on schedule in 

absence of agreement. 

o Kremlin has backed-off from previous statements that 

deployment would mean possible end to Geneva talks and 

bring immediate Soviet retaliatory measures. (cite 

Kohl visit) 

o Believe that USSR now better appreciates the resolve, 

cohesion and unity of the Alliance; we hope they will 

be prepared to negotiate more seriously. 

o Let me ensure you of my personal commitment to genuine 

arms control measures and particularly to deep 

reductions of nuclear arsensals. 

International Monetary Conference 

o Williamsburg declaration strengthened a process of 

close consultation that can lead to improved global 

economic performance. 

o We are confident that existing international 

institutions fortified through closer consultation 

among the major countries, are adequate to the task. 



2 

Economic Recovery • 

o Evident that U.S. economic recovery well underway. 

o American economic performance will assist global 

recovery; lead to enhanced political cooperation. 

o I remain committed to pursuing strong, non-inflation­

ary growth in U.S.; this approach best contributed to 

worldwide recovery. 

o Key principles of U.S. economic policy: open markets, 

adequate liquidity, low inflation growth, economic 

stability. 

French Political/Economic Developments 

o What is your assessment of Mitterrand's austerity 

program and the extent of popular discontentment? 

o Can the Mitterrand government regain investor 

confidence? 

o What is the future of communist participation in the 

French government? They seem to be in frequent 

disagreement with the Socialists. 

5 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIEFING PAPER 

visit of Valery Giscard d'Estaing, former French President 
Tuesday, July 26, 2 p.m 

I. SETTING AND OBJECTIVES 

Former French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing will be in 
the united states during the period July 20-26. Prior to 
coming to Washington for his meeting with the President 
{preceded by a private luncheon with Secretary Shultz), Giscard 
will have spent the period July 20-25 in California, attending 
the Bohemian Grove encampment as the guest of Henry Kissinger. 
Giscard was last in the united states in late April to lecture 
in New York and at Harvard. The President's schedule precluded 
his meeting with Giscard during that visit. At that time, 
elements of the French press portrayed Giscard's non-reception 
in Washington as a deliberate rebuff on our part. we were 
unfairly charged with favoring Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac {who 
is Giscard's political rival and with whom the President met 
last January) as our privileged interlocutor in the French 
political opposition. subsequently, secretary Shultz met with 
Giscard in Paris during the course of the North Atlantic 
council Ministerial meeting in early June. 

The President's objective in this meeting is to maintain 
contact with a significant French political figure who may 
again play a leadership role in the future. A second objective 
is to show courtesy to a former President of a country which is 
a major ally. Third, the President's meeting with Giscard will 
dispel the notion that we are favoring one major French 
opposition leader over another. 

Giscard himself is in the early phase of trying to rebuild 
his political image. over the past several months he has been 
mending political fences, giving interviews, making public 
appearances and, in particular, speaking out on international 
issues. He clearly has presidential ambitions for 1988 and 
remains one of the three leading contenders for the French 
presidency on the opposition side. 

II. ISSUES TO BE RAISED 

In a recent conversation with Ambassador Galbraith in 
Paris, Giscard said he would be particularly interested in 
hearing the President's views on the nature and extent of the 
us economic recovery, prospects for the 1984 presidential 
campaign and the question of INF deployment. 

CON ENTIAL 
DECL:OADR 

/ DECLASSIFIED 
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With regard to economic recovery, Giscard noted that his 
views on economic policy were very close to those of President 
Reagan. He believed, however, that it would take some time for 
the us recovery to be felt in Europe. He asked what hopes we 
had for the Williamsburg summit's •international monetary 
concept•. He also stressed how important it was that a 
concerted effort be made to foster international cooperation on 
monetary policy and suggested that chiefs of government must 
show greater economic leadership. 

Regarding INF deployment, Giscard said he was very 
impressed that a common declaration on defense had come out of 
the Williamsburg summit. Noting that the soviet aim was the 
•finlandization• of Europe, he said it was essential that we go 
ahead with INF basing in . Europe. He agreed that the soviets 
were likely to make a dramatic propaganda effort later in the 
year to forestall deployment. 

AS time permits, the President may also wish to ask Giscard 
for his analysis of current political and economic developments 
in France. 

Attachment 

Tab l - Recommended Talking Points 
Tab 2 - Recommended Participants 
Tab 3 - Biographic Sketch of Giscard 

8 
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MEMORANDUM 

CONFJ!)EN'fIAL 
........?' 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

5008 

ACTION July 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

'( 

CHARLES P. TYSON cf"> 

TYRUS W. COBB -rcc.t:..-
Background for Giscard Meeting, Tuesday, 
July 26, at 10:00 a.m. 

Attached is a memorandum from you to the President (Tab I) in 
preparation for the visit of former French President Giscard 
d'Estaing. Our objective in this visit is to maintain contact 
with a significant French political figure who will likely be a 
major contender for the Presidency in 1988. Giscard is in the 
process of rebuilding his political image and is expected to 
stress international issues. In his meeting with the President, 
Giscard will likely focus on INF deployment, the U.S. economic 
recovery, and measures designed to foster international 
cooperation on monetary policy. 

Your memo to the President tracks closely to Secretary Shultz's 
memo, but also notes that Giscard may be expected to stress the 
impact of U.S. economic performance, particularly deficits and 
interest rates, on European recovery. The memo also recommends 
that the President strongly encourage Giscard to speak out 
publicly more often in support of INF deployment and against 
Soviet intransigency at the Geneva negotiations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign r orandum to the President at Tab I. 

Approve___ Disapprove __ _ 

Jack Matlo,~d Pe&5sommer concur. 

Tab I Memo to the President 
Tab A State memo 
Tab B Giscard bio 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Valery Giscard d'Estaing's Appointment with 
the President 

Attached is a briefing memorandum for the President's 
meeting with Valery Giscard d'Estaing, former President of 
France and a major French opposition leader, on Tuesday, 
July 26. 

Attachment: 

Briefing Memorandum 

. 
~~~ 
Executive Secretary 

DECLASSIRED 
Department of State Guidelines, July 21, 1997 
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CONF'.t_DENTIAL 
\ 

TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH FORMER FRENCH 
PRESIDENT VALERY GISCARD D'ESTAING /l,_ 

courtesy Talking Point: 

-=:::::- -- Regret my schedule precluded our meeting during your 
i~~ visit ~o the united states this spring. 

. .t:;f- Economic Recovery: :a ";l u.• 
iC ~ -- Mounting evidence that us economic recovery is well i underway. 

j -- I remain determined to pursue economic policies 
fd , characterized by key principles of non-inflationary growth, 
- 0:: -.. open markets, adequate liquidity and economic stability. 
-: ; ,j 

.. .,.. 
r 

-- By ensuring strong, non-inflationary growth in the us 
economy, we can best contribute to world economic recovery • 

International Monetary conference: 

-- As noted, believe the path to greater exchange rate 
stability must lie in convergence of economic performance 
toward sustainable, non-inflationary growth. 

-- Williamsburg Declaration starts a process of 
consultation in order to define the conditions for improving 
the monetary system. Williamsburg did not define the outcome 
of that process. 

-- we are confident that the existing international 
institutions, fortified by closer consultations among the major 
countries, are up to the job. 

INF Deployment: 

-- Decision to deploy failing agreement at Geneva is a very 
firm decision. Deployments will proceed on schedule in absence 
of an agreement obviating this necessity. 

-- since the NATO decision was taken in 1979 the USSR has 
continued a relentless and extensive deployment process. 

-- Hope that as the USSR deepens its appreciation of the 
resolve, cohesion and unity of the Alliance, it will decide it 
is better to have a negotiated outcome. 

-- Williamsburg Declaration on defense was important in 
showing soviets the firmness of western resolve in face of 
soviet threats world-wide, not just in NATO area. 

French Political/Economic Developments: 

--What is your assessment of political developments in 
France, particularly socio-economic difficulties? 

CONFI ~NTIAL 



,, 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

United States 

The President 

Secretary Shultz 

John Kelly, 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for European Affairs 
Department of State 

France 

Valery GISCARD d'ESTAING 
former French President 
{phonetic: ZHEEScar dehsTANG) 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 
August 5, 1983 

83 AUG 5 PI I : I~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

George P. Shultz 

W ·'1 1T T\ ,',:E 
SITUATION ROOM From 

Subject Message from Giscard d'Estaing 

The central paragraph in a thank you note I received 
from Giscard d'Estaing commenting on his meeting with 
you reads: 

"I found him in excellent form, having 
drawn from his success reasons for 
confidence and serenity. I left the 
meeting with the feeling that the United 
States is on the right road and that its 
actions should continue to encounter the 
success which I wish for the stability and 
security of our world." 
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MEMORANDUM 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Augus t 10, 1 98 3 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Message from Giscard d'Estaing 

5484 

In a note of appreciation to Secretary Shultz, Giscard d'Estaing 
made a very favorable comment on the successful accomplishments 
of your Administration. 

His visit to Washington received wide favorable attention in the 
French press. In interviews following your meeting, Giscard has 
stressed his firm support for the Administration's arms control 
policies and economic recovery strategy. He has been 
particularly strong in his backing of the INF deployment plan and 
for the need to press for significant reductions in nuclear 
arsenals. 

Tab A Shultz memo 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 

,1 DECLASSIFIED 
DENTIAL 
ssify on: OADR ~ NLR -d, C)IJ 

BY Cd, NI!~~ OATE-1./B/,IJ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

From 

Subject 

~ .A w: ;TF. 1}1,:,E 
George P. Shultz "'1,'1-' SITU ATION ROOM 

Message from Giscard d'Estaing 

The central paragraph in a thank you note I received 
from Giscard d'Estaing commenting on his meeting with 
you reads: 

"I found him in excellent form, ha-ving 
drawn from his success reasons for 
confidence and serenity. I left the 
meeting with the feeling that the United 
States is on the right road and that its 
actions should continue to encounter the 
success which I wish for the stability and 
security of our world." 

TIAL 
DECL:OADR 

,~ 
/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

CON~AL 
--7' 

~o 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

August 8, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB ~vf/ 
SUBJECT: Message from Giscard d'Estaing 

Attached at Tab A is a memorandum to the President from Secretary 
Shultz forwarding the essence of Giscard's thank you note to him. 
Your memorandum to the President highlights the positive tone of 
Giscard's comment and notes the strong endorsement that he has 
given to the Administration's policies on European security and 
economic issues. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Tab I Memo to the President 
Tab A Shultz memo to President 

~<'.-J•'f5 
Peter Sommer concurs. 

'"€0NFIBENTI:M.. 
Declassify on: OADR / DECLASSIFIED 

NLRR QJOl OHl/1 if-4-'t:>1{ 
BY R) NARA DATE~ 
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, ·/2_A_T_T_A C' H/\1l ~ ' 

/ - THE wH1 rE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

August 6, 1983 

Mr. President: 

I find t his an inter esting analysis . 

Our standby air presence in Khartoum 
that I described to you by phone 
this morning should give the French 
greater heart to solve this matter on 
their terms . 

The Situation described in this c a ble 
is consistent with Dick Walters' 
me ssages to us today from Paris. 
All hands concur in our action. 

Attachment 
Paris 29107 

~ark 

, · 
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1. ~ ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY. THE FRENCH ARE SLOWLY ESCALATING TOWARD A 

CONFRONTATION WITH LIBYA IN THE DESERT NORTH OF FAVA 
LARGEAU . MITTERRAND IS TAKING EACH DECISION NOW , THROUGH 

HIS ADVISORS ON AFRICA (PENN[) AND MILITARY OPERATIONS 

(SAULNIER ). HE Will AVOID A DIRECT FRENCH-LIBYAN 

CLASH If HE POSSIBLY CAN , ANO HIS CHOICES REFLECT THIS 

PREFERENCE. BUT HE WILL NOT SHRINK FROM IT IF OADHAFI 

PERSISTS . END SUMMARY . 

3. THE ESCALATION HAS NOW TAKEN THE FRENCH TO USE OF 
THE IR OWN AIR FORCE TRANSPORT PLANES AND TO THE PREPARA -

TIONS FOR A STRIKE OPERATION BY THEIR -JAGUARS. FRENCH 

AIR FORCE TRANSALLS ARE NOW OPERATING INTO FAVA (AND 
PERHAPS ABECHE) AT NIGHT IN A CONTINUING SUPPLY OPERATION . 
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PERHAPS ABECHE l .~1 NIGHT IN A -: 0NT 1Nll!NG SUPP LY OPERATION. 

JAGUARS FROM DA~AR AND LIBREV IL LE WI LL HOLD AN " EXERCISE~ . 

TODAY WHICH WlL L PLACE THEM CL OS E ENOU GH TO BE ABLE TO 
STRIKE NOR TH OF CHAD ON SHORT N~TI CE. 

4. THE OPTIONS FOR THE FRENC H .\FE L I MITED. LIBYAN AIR 

ATTACKS ON FAYA STOPPED WHEN TH L RE DEY/STINGER MISSILES 

ANO THEIR OPE RATORS ARRIVE D ON S,1 E. If THE LIBY ANS MOVE 

ON FAYA . THE FRENCH MAY CHOOSE ~ 1 THER TO STRIKE THE 

ATTACKING COLU MNS DIRECTLY OR TJ STRI KE THE AOUZOU AIR 

FIELD WHICH IS THE LIBY ANS ' MAI N BASE FOR AIR OPERATIONS. 

MI L I TAR I L Y , -~ TH E AO LI ZOU OP E RAT I ON MAK f S MORE SE N SE , THOUGH 

THE FRENCH -AR E AWA RE IT IS DEFENDE D AND THEY COULD LOSE 

A F E W P L A N E S . H I T T I N G AN AO V A tJ C l N G AT T A C K F O R C E , W I T H 

ITS TANKS AN O VEHICLES, WOULD BE LE SS DRAMATIC , AND THE 

FRENCH BELIEVE HABRE CAN DEF~ NO HIM SELF AGAINST SUCH A 
FORCE. USING HIS MILAN MISS! ~ES. BU T THEY HAVE " SPREAD 

THE WORD" THROUGH THEIR AFRICAN FR IENDS THAT THEY ARE 

PREPARED TO MAKE SUCH A STRIKE, IN ORDER TO WARN - THE 
LiBYANS OFF . 

5. THE FRENCH WANT HABRE TO DEFEND HIMSELF. THEY HAVE 
NO LOVE FOR HIM. THOUGH THEY RESPECT HIS ABILITY AS A_ 
MILITARY TACTICIAN. BUT THEIR BOTTOM LINE IS THAT THEY DO 

NOT CARE VERY MUCH WHO IS IN NDJAMENA IF HE CAN iHOLO THE 

COUNTRY TOGETHER. THEY WANT HABRE TO BE STRONG ENOUGH 

TO DO THIS. AND BELIEVE HE HAS TO SHOW HIS ABILITY TO 

DEFEND FAY~ IF HE IS TO MAINTAIN THE MYSTIQUE OF LEADER-

SH I P. THEY SEE NO RE AS ON WHY HE SHOULD NOT SUCCEED AT 
FAVA IF HIS TROOPS AR E NOT OISSPIRITED . THE FRENCH 
RECOGNIZE THAT HABRE' S DEFENSIVE POSTURE AT FAVA IS NOT TO 
HIS ADVANTAGE . HE EXCELS AT A WAR OF DESERT MOVEMENT AND 
NOT ONE Of DEFENDING FIXED POSITIONS. THE OUTCOME OF THE 
BATTLE IS NOT A SURE THING . 

6. PENNE AND SAULNIER ARE TOUGH - AND COMMITTED. PENNE' S 
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PERSONAL PRESTIGE WITH TH E .C..fR!Ct.NS,' THE VERY BASIS OF 
HIS POSITI ON , l S CLEARLY AT STA ~.E. SAU LNIER . AN AIR FORCE 
GENERAL WliH COMBAT EXPE RIENCE OVER INDOCHINA ANO WHO KNOWS 
THE NORTHE RN C~ ~D DESERT WELL . GRITS HIS TEETH AND SAYS 
"WE ARE NOT GO; NG TO LEi GO OF :~ ! S MO RSEL." MITTERRAND. 
0 N T H E O T H E R P. ~ N O • I S A MAN O F (. c· i,J_ o R OM I S E . WH O A V O I D S 

CONFRONTATIONS . IF HE CAN SUPP ORT HAB RE HON ORABLY WITHOUT 
TANGLING WITH OADHAFI, HE Will DO SO. AND HE KNOWS THAT A 
STRIKE AT AOUZ QU WILL BE CONSIDE RED BY THE L ! BYAN LEADER 
A S A N A C T O F ;i !\ R • W I T H P O S S I 8 L £ ~. E T A l. I A T I O N .A G A I N S T 

FRANCE ELSEWHERE . HE DOES NO T W,\ IH THA T. BUT IS BEING 
PUSHED TOWAR D i T BY f VE NTS. 8Y US. AND BV° THE PARISIAN 
POL I T I CAL PRESS. WE UN O ERST AND T H A. T BOTH CH I RAC AND 
GISCARO HAVE GIVEN HI M A POLITICAL " GREEN LIGHT" --T HEY 
WILL NOT CR l f : CI ZE HIM IF HE ATT ACK '.:, . FRANCE HAS 
ALREADY SP ENT 450 MILLION FRANCS I N SU PPORT OF HABR E AND 
THE GOVERNMENT IS BEGINNING TO WORRY ABOUT COSTS . 

7 . 0 U R G U E SS I S T H AT M I T TE R R AN O W I L L S T I L L C H O O S E 
SOMETHING LESS THAN THE AOUZOU STRIKE IF HE POSSIBLY CAN. 
AN ATTACK ON TANKS NEAR FAYA WOULD SUIT HIM BETTER 
BECAUSE IT WOULD BE LESS ESCALATORY. OBVIOUSLY . THE 
MORE WE CAN 00 TO HELP . THE · MORE WILLING THE FRENCH WILL 
BE TO CONTINUE, ANO OUR Mosr.:.RECENT GESTURES--THE 
ADDITIONAL 15 MILLION DOLLA~S . CONTINUED PRESENCE OF 
THE SIXTH FLEET NEAR THE GULF OF SID~A CLOSURE LINE, 

AND THE MOVE OF THE AWACS--WILL IMPRESS MITTERRAND. WE 
WILL HAVE A BETTER FEEL FOR HIS PERSONAL INTENTIONS 
FOLLOWING DICK WALTERS' MEETING WITH HIM TODAY . BUT 
EVERYONE CONCERNED WITH THIS ISSUE IN WASHINGTON SHOULD 
REALIZE THAT THIS MAY BE A VERY LONG SUPPORT OPERATION 
AND THAT THE FRENCH ARE DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE IN DECISION-MAKING. 
BT 
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8. THE ABOVE ANALYSIS IS CLEARLY EXTREMELY SENSITIVE, 

AND WE URGE THE DEPARTMENT TO TREAT IT ACCORDINGLY. 

MARESCA 

BT 

SFMFT 

/ IJ 12 
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August 6, 1983 

(Rele~sed at 3:00 pm today ) 

The Secretary of Defense announced today that the Ranger Battle 

Group has been extended for several more days off Central 

America. As you know, the Navy operates under a flexible 

operating schedule. Several host governments had planned to 

visit the battle group at sea . President de la Esprellia of 

Panama and several ministers from Central American governments 

have visited Ranger yesterday and today. In order to accommodate 

the schedules of the remaining officials, we are extending the 

Ranger accordingly. The Coral Sea Battle Group will enter the 

region later this month. 

,,. 
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SITUATION LISTING . DATE 08/10/83/1222 

Sl:TtrATION: · NO DIS · IN 
SUBJ EtT CAT AGORY.: EU 

RESSAGE I ANNOTATION: 
MESSAGE: 

HCE518 
STU1399 
00 RUEHC 
!>E RUFHFR #923'5101 2201629 
ZMY SSSSS 22H ZZK 
0 0816242 AUG 83 ZFF4 
FM AME~BASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE .WASMDC NIACT JM~EDIATE 6370 
BT 
~ T SECTION P1 OF 0~ PARIS 29235 
NO&IS - ~OR lffE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSA~OR WALTERS 
OEPA RTllE-NT. PASS A$- DESIRED 
e.o. 12356: DEtL: OAD·R . . . 
TAGS: flllASS, PREL; CD• FR• US 
SUBJECT: MEETING AUGUST 8 OF A"BASSADOR WALTER$ AND 

. ·CHARGE PIA RE SCA 111TH . FRENCH DEFENSE MlNISTER HERNU AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER CflETSSON 
1. ~ ENTIRE TEXTe 
z. SUM"ARY~ AT LUNCH WITH FRENCH DEFENSE MINISTER HERNUj 
INTELLIGEN·CE CHIEF ADIURAL ' LACOSTE• C-HIEF OF DEtENSE STAFF 
LACAZE AND DEFENSE fllINIS'TRY A-DVI :SOR HEISBOURG • -HERNU /'L )r,) 
TOLi> l'IE, · CHARGE ,.ARESCA ·••···-TH4T FRE·NCH. HAD ? 6 lP/L'-·· 
IIOVED JAGUARS : NORTH FROM LIBREVILLE BUT · NOT AS FAR A·S • \._ 
Nl>JAPIEHA. QAD.HAFI .BELIEVED THAT TH'EY KAI> LANDED ' AT 
CHAD CAPITAL ·AND CALL-El> IN FRENCH Afll8ASSAl>OR u.- PANIC-
STRICKEN MOVE• SAYING "''TELL "E . WHICH OF PIY ~IRflE'LDS ARE 
YOU GOING 10 ATTACK. WHY ARE YOU .»OING TK1S? . ·IT· IS 
CRAZY•• AMBASSADOR HAD ll,EPE~te1> · J'ff.AT ANT ;FURTHER LIBYAN 
MILITARY EStl\LATION WOULD. BE fllfATCff'El) : BY THE. : FR:ENCH. 
HERNU SAID IT WA·S FRENCH DEC.I SIO·N lHA T ·.IF. LI.BYAN$ CONTlNU­
ED ATTACK• F~EHClf . WOUt.J> TAKE ACTION • . - FAYA .HAI> NOT BEEN . 
ATTACKED FOR TWO . DAYS-~ Tlf.IS MIGHT MEAN FRENCH MESSAGE 
KA-0 BEEN UHDERSTOOI> ·~ . l'F , DELAY· WAS ,DUE TO L061.STIC.Al 
REASONS, THEN FRENCH VOtJL~ MATC" LIBYM• ATTAC~ BY 

· STRIKUIG Al AIRFIELDS. ANTI-AIR :fllSSlLES AND CREWS 
. WERE BE ING FLOWN INTO · FAYA LAR·GE,AU TODAY• l!U:tTEltRAN1> 

HAI) ·eeE N PLEASED BY ff IS TALK VI.TH NE ON FR iDAY AND 
"UCH APPRECIATED B£ING SHOW~· --------llYJ~ENCE 
OF LIBYAN , ·FR£$EHCE ' u, C'MAD. NOT O.N·LY · IN AOU"Z-OU ' ST.RIP 2. .2 Cb) I ) 
BUT AT OGOUI· AND OUN ·J~-NG·~ KEBIR~ · THOSE PRESENT WERE r..J. :.J \.I 
THEM BRIEFED . AND FO·R~IGN "lNiST~R 
C'ttEYSSON. WHO CA'"E IN DURING fllEAL, v ·As UIPRESSED At.So. 
HERRU EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR .COMSTAHT. FLOW OF lNTELLI~ 
6ENC E A ND CONSltt. TA TIO-N WITH U ~s-., GENERA·( . LACAZE · SAil> 

SENSITIVE 
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S£NS1TJV E 

SllVATION. LISTING DATE 08110/831/222 

SITU AT ION: NOD JS . IN 
SUBJECT CATAGORY; EU 

MESSAGE ' AN,.OTATIOH: . 
TEAMS HA& WORKED OUT PlOOUS OPER·ANDI BETWEE~ FRf;NtH AIR 
FORCE AND AWACS TEA~, AN~-, HE VAS VE~Y PL£A$ED WITH JT. 
CHEf'SSON ~ WHO HAO APPARENT.LY GONE ·ON TV. TO .SAY THERE ltAD 
BEEM NO CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN. FRANCE .ANO· U.S •• -LOOKED 

. STARTLED AT OBVIOUS .MASSIVE C.ONSULTATI.OflS AN.b IN'TEllI6ENCE 
EXCHANGE BETWEEN FRANCE AMO · ·U .s • WITH MfflClt Al>MJ·RAL LACOSTE 
AND GEN·ERA·L LACAZE DE-Cl.A RED THEMSELVES ·. HIGH'L Y PLEASED• 
AT: THE ENI> OF THE 'MEETIN~ I TOOK ASIDE 6ENERA-L -LACAZE• 

_WHO IS OLD tLOSE fRIENP• TO ~AKE SURE I .HAD _NOT ~!~UNDER­
STOOD llff.A T MERN.U ff.AD TOLD l'IE t NAMELY Tl:lAT ,lf LIB·YANS 
CONTINUED ATTACK ON LARGEAU QR ESCALATE.() fl~HTI-NG IN ANY 
WA'• FRENCH WOULD 'STRIKE THEft. . LACAZE -COHFIRMEI>' THIS 
ur.1>~RSJA.Nl>ING_ ~N MY PA.R~ .. .. :,. ~s ~ LEf.1: -~~JJJf_f§J .J~ffESl~E~TIA.~ . 
At>Yl SORS GUY PENNE ANI)' JEAN:-CHRISTOP8E flllTTERRAN D . 
ARRIVED• PENHE SAID HE .WOULD BE IM TOUCH Ii.ITH "E FOLLOWIN6 
HIS REETING Wilff ffERNV LATER THIS AFTE~NOON. 
END SUMIIIARY • 

•.', 

3. AT 1245. TODAY (AUGUST 8> I VENT TO LUNCH WITH 
DEFEHSE IHHISTER lf·E.RN.IJ • ACCOMPANIE·I> BY CHARGE fllA RE SCA 11. ,:2 ."'- \(i_ .•> 

PRESENT ON THE FRENCH · SIDE .BESIDES HERN.U • ;/ ::J LP/ 
WERE CHIEF OF DEFENSE . STAFF GE·NE~AL .LACAZE ., . CHIEF OF 
EXTERNAL IN.TE-LLIGENCE . SERVICE ADMIRA'L. L·ACOSTE• AN I> . 
DEFENSE MINISTRY A~VISOR ffEISBOURG. LATER IN THE MEAL 
WE ~ERE JOINED 81 FOREJ6N "lNISTE~ CHEYSSON~ 
4. WE WENT INTO TffE 6A~0EN FOR A .PRE~lUNC~ · DRINK 
WHERE HERNY SAID TO · ME• -VE HAYE .TOLD . THE LIBT~NS THAT If 
Tlt·EY UP THE ESCALATION; WE VILL STRIKE BACK ANI) UP IT 
CORRESPOND INGLYe • . ffE THEN WENT ON TO SAY· THAT TNE FRENCH 
JAGUARS AT LJBREVJLLE flAD BEEN MOVE& CLOSER TO CHAD 8~T 
NOT TO NDJAMENA • . QADffAfI HAD CALLED IN THE FRENCH 
A111BA SSAt)OR TO TRIPOLI .TO . SAY THAT HE .KNEW THAT tHE 
JAGUARS HAO BEEN "-OYEI> TO NDJAMENA' ANO THAT ·HE · cooLD 

·. NOT UM~ERSTAND THIS FRE.NCH REAC. TIOM. QADHA·FI HAI> SEEMED 
. EXTRE-ME·lY ALARMED BY . -rHE .FRENCH · AtTION AND .~EEIIED to . 
BELIEVE TffAT THE FRENCH WERE ABOUT TO .TAKE SO~E ACtION . 
AGA~MST HHt • . HERNU 1>11> . NOT "ENTION THE SPECIAL .' FREN,tff 
~NVOY TO CHAD OF .WHOM PftESil>ENT MITTERRANI> ffAI) SPOKEN 
1'0 ME ON FRIDAY. . I SAID ·TO -HERNU THAT , THERE HAD · B·EEN 
ftO ATTA·CK SATURDAY O·R SUNt>"AT ON FAYA LjR6EAU AND. PERHAPS 
TH·A.T fl!tEAMT: TKAT KE HAI> UNDERSTOOD · THE MESS.AGE iHE . FREN,fff . 
HAI> SENT HI,- THAT l"HEY WOULD PrATCH· ANY ES·CALA·TION · ON HIS 
-PA AT• . HER NU ADIHTTED THAT THIS MlGfft BE THE CASE 8UT 
SAID IT W01JLD TAKE A FEW DAYS TO BE SURE• . ·TH·E OEt . .'.AT BY 
the LIBYANS IN THE .ATTACK ON tARGEAU MIGHT e~ DUE TC 
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS. 

SENSITIVE 
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SITUATION LISTING . 

. SX:TUATION: NOD IS IN 
SUBIECT CATAGORY: EU 

MESS AGE I ANN OT At ION: 

5. ltE THEN VENT IN TO LUNC•1f AND I BRIEFED THEfll 
OINTING OUT TffE ·PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF 

PRESENCE OF LIBYAN MILITARY D81TS _IM CHAD ~T 060UI 

DATE 08/10/83//22.2 

AND OUNIANGA £L KEBlR OUlSl~E TffE AOUZ~U STRIP. ·eeRNU 
~ BT 

#9235 
lifNNN 

SENSITIVE 
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SITUATION LISTING DATE 08110/83//222 

SITUATION: NODIS · IN 
SU8J£C T CATAGORY: EU 

ftESSAGE I A~NOTAlION: 
MESSAGE: 

ffCE519 
STU1409 
00 ROEKC 
DE RUfffFR #9235/02 2201630 
~NY SSSSS ZZH ZZK 
0 081624Z AUG 83 Zff4 f" A"EMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECS TATE . WASHl>C NIACT lM"EDIATE 6371 
BT 
S~ SECTION 02 . Of 03 PARIS 29235 
1101)1 S - FOR THE SECRETAijY . FROPI AM8A$SADOR WALTERS 
DEPARTMENT PASS AS DESIRED 
EeO~ 12356: DEtL: 0~6k 
TAGS: ~Ass. f'REL _. Cl>. FR. IJS 
SUBJECT: "EETING A96UST 8 Of ' A"BASSAOOR WALTERS AND 
SAIi> .THAT PRESIDENT MITTERRANO IUD BEEN ·. PLEASED WITff HIS 
TALK WITH Mf; AT LATCHE A.ND GRE·~TLY APPRECIATED 

AS . WELL AS -OUR SEN&ING 
THE AVACS lEA" TO PARIS AND TffE DAILY EXCHANG~ OF 
INFO Rl'tA TION • 

HERNU AND LACAZE EXPRESSED 

ACA ZE EXP-RESSEi> ·PARTICULAR SATISFA ·TION 
AT THE WORK WITH TffE A~CS: TE·M• SAYING . TffAT IT W4)ULD NOT 
JUST BE V Al.UABL E FOR~ /HE CHAD CRI SiS BUT F·OR POSSIBLE 
FUTURE CONTINGENCIES HE NOTED TffAT IF THE FRENCH · · 
STRUCK LIBYAN BASES, THEY PROBA.81,;. Y IIOtll:D · USE· A BREGUET 
AIRCRAf T AS A fl Yl"N~ COMMAND POST• A SYSTEIII HAD BEEN 
WORKED OUT FOR JT Tp COIUUINICATE· 111TH . THE AWACS .AI~CRAfT 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY T.,E FRENCH AIRCRAFT DID MOT MAYE 
COl!IIPUTERS THAT C@ULD •TALtc• TO TttE ~WAC.S CO .. PUTERS • 
HOWEVER.HE WAS· CONFIDENT •TffAT . FAF A.NO USAF COULD 'COMMUN!-

. CATE SATlSfACJ-ORILY: IN ANY OP-ER.AJION l.N CHAD• I TOLD 
TH-Ell THAT AWA-CS AttD h ·1SS HAD flOVEO TO . SUDAN; A,.D THEY 
S-EE·lllEI> PLEASED WITH TH'I.S INFORNATIQN • 

\ ..... 

ADMIRAL :LACOSTE SAi~ THAT HABRE 1 S FAILURE TO RETURN 
To· FAYA LARGEAU IIAD DA~A-~D MORALE tttERE 8UT _ THAT IUSic-INE 
\lAS THERE NOW. FRENCH C0fttlEHTEb fAVORA:BLY OM IUSKJN,E 
ANO I HAVE · THE' FEELING HE l ~ I_MEIR CMH>I DATE , TO SU CC·EE:P 
ttABRE • IF . ANYTHING SH-OULI> 'HAPP lllfl.SKINE 'S ARRJ'.V:AL 
~AD IMPROVED MORALE AT FAYA LAR6E FRENC~ INFORKATION 
WAS THAT G~UKOUNI'S CO~MAN&: POST WAS ~Ul~~~~-~-
HORTffWEST OF FAYA LARGEAU. 

SENS IT IVE 
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SITUATION LISTING DATE 08/101$3//222 

SITUATION: NO ,DIS . IN 
S08-JECT CAT AGO RY:: EU 

JtES.SAGE / ANHO:TATI-ON: 
7. I POIN~E~ OUT THE PRESEN'E ON tHAOIAN SOIL Of THREE 
MECHANIZED INFANTRY BATTALIONS,A TAHK BATTALION 9 AND 
A BATTERj OF 122 "" GUNS. LACAZE COMMENTED THAT SO"E · 
122'S HAD BEEN CAPTURED WHEN ffABRE REtAPT.URED FAYA 

-

N tflEYSSON SEEPIED IMPRES·S'EI> WITH THE 2. 1 
EVIDENCE OF ThE PRESENCE OF REGULAR LIBYAN~" 
IAN SOIL• GENERAL LAC~ZE SAID THAT TflE 

FRONT LINE COPl8A.TANTS ARE GOUKOUNI ·CRA_l>IANS BUT WITH THE 
LIBYANS RJ6ffl BE~IND THEM. · 
S. CHARGE MARESCA ASKED ffE,NU FOR' CLARIFIC~TION Of FRENCH 
POSITIO·N9 AND HERNU REPLIED THAT THEY RAD MADE CLEAR TO 
llfE LI.8 YANS THAT ANY ESCALATION .. ON. Tff~IR PART WOULO· BE 
COUNTERED ay FRENCH ACTION. 

9~ HERNU SAID HE MAD ISSUED A STATERE~T CLARIFYIN' 
PRESS' MISTAKEN INTERPRETATION OF HIS STATEftENT Of 
PREVIOUS tVENIN6. AT LUNCH .NO .ONE YET -KNEW OF CHEYSSON'S 
STATENENT THAT THERE MAD BEEN .N~ CONSULTATION BETWEEN 
U.S. AND FRANCE, AND l INTEND TO POINT OUT . TO GUY PENNE 
WHEN· I SEE ffifllJ LATER TODAY ERBARRASSflEl(T - lH~J THIS H·AS 
CAUS E_I> US• AS VE LE FT I · ASKEI> AND OBTAINEll fROjlf 
GENERAL LACAZE CON~IRMATION OF WHAT HERNU HAO SA10 EARLIER 
ABOUT FRENCH RETALIATION · TO ANY FURTHER :LIBYAN 
ESCALATION. PRIVATELY• I BELIEVE ' FRENCH lltllllARY W.Ollll> 
N()T BE AVERSE TO SHOVING THAT T'HEY . TOO CAN EXECU.TE A 
SURGICAL STRIK·E • PENNE1t . VHO · ARR.IVEi> AS. WE DEPARTED, 
~RO~ISED TO SEE "ELATER TO GIVE · PRESIDE~T ~ITTERRjNo's 
REPLY TO PRESIDENT REA6AHe . 
10. COMKENT. CLEARLT THIS C.OULD l~VOLVE THE FRENCH IN 
A WAR WITH LIBYA AND THEY DO NOT . W lSff TO t.OS E OR G·lVE 
AWAY CONTROL Of THE S·I ,t.UATION. JIY UNDERSTANDING IS 

- THAT A LIBTAN ACTION AT F.AYA . LAR.GEAU OR ELSEWHERE WO.ULD 
PR.OVOKE A FREN·tH STRIKE AGAl,.ST · LJBYAN AIR BA SE• P~OBABL Y 
AOUZOU. TffEY ARE PREPARE!) FOR ' ONE.' o, n,o. POSSIBLY 
THREE SUtft STRIKES ·• BUT. tF THAT OIi> NOT ST_O~ TffE 
LIBYANS. THEN THE y VOOLD . LOOK ·To us FO-R ruRTltER ACT I 'OH. 
TH.ERE WAS G~NERAL AGREEMENT . TH~T SUCH A FRENC-ff BLOW tlOUU> 
PROBABLY 0-ISSUADE TffE 'l.: I :BYAN$ SINCE T_.EY .VERE FAit MORE 
INCLINED TO DARING RAIDS THAN TO STAU.NCff D'EfENSIVE . 
ACTI'0NS • I WOULD .GUESS. A-OUZOU (AND· THE~ EXPRESSED SOME 
COBCERN AT THE PRESENCE OF A SPOO.NREST .R~f>AR THE·RE) 
WOULD BE THE PRIMARY. TARGET, VlTH 0-GOUI , AS · AODITIONA-L OR 
ALTERNATIVE TARGET • . I BELIEVE · f~OM TALKING · To LACAZE _ 
THAT FRENCH HAVE JIii.ADE LOGISTICAL PREPARATIONS FOR 
WHATEVER THEY MAY ·HAVE TO DO• LACAZE CONFIRMED 
T~AT IN ADOJTION TO THE FOUR JAGUARS AT BA·NGUI 11 

SENSITlVE 

Cb){,) 
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SE.NS.IT IVE 

SITUATiON LISTING 

SITUATION: NOOIS IN 
SU'B-J ·ECT CAT AGO RY: EU 

"ESSAGE I ANNOTATION: 

DATE 08/10 /83//222 

·LIBREVILLE· AND l>Ak'AR THAT FOUR l'IORE HAD SEEN SENT TO 
AFRICA. I BELIEVE FRENCH H~VE GIVEN US tO""ITl'IENT TO 
ATTACK If LIBYANS 11'!.0V.E FURTHER. I DO NOT EXPECT THEM 
BT 
#9235 
t4NNN 

SENSITIVE 
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seas ITIVE 

SI~UATION LISTJN6 

SITUATION: HODIS IN 
SUBJECT CAT AGORY: EU 

fllESSAGE I ANNOTATION: 
PIE SSA.GE= 

ffCE5 21 
UTS8037 
00 ROEH C 
DE RUFHFR #9235/03 2201631 
ZNY SSSSS llH ZZK 
0 081624 Z jtJ.G 83 ZFF4 
f" · AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECS-TATE WASHDC NIACT Ut .. El>IATE 6372 
BT 
-S E C R E T SECTION. 03 OF 03 PA Jfl S 29235 
NODI S - fOR TBE SECRElARY f -ROfllt Atl8ASSADOR VAL TE RS 
DEPARTME8T PASS AS DESIREt · ~.o. ·-·ri:356: ···•fi'C[": . OADR ... ·-

TAGS: l'fASS • PREL, CDs FR, US 

DATE 08/10/831/222 

suaJECT: ' "EETIN6 AUGUST 8 OF A"BASSADOR . WALTERS AND 
TO GIVE US WRITTEN COPIMIT .. ENT OF DAY AND. PL~C~. 

11. IN MY VIEW FRENCH FEAR THAT If THEIR ST~l~ES ARE NOT 
St,fFitIENT TO STOP ClA:DltAFI .• THEY . Vilt: BE DRAGGED INTO A 
l>RAI_IN ou1 · FRENCH-LIBYAN VAR IN WHICH NO ONE · 
CAN TELL THHt WHAT MEASURE . OF A.tTIVE SUPPORT THEY CA. 
EXP~CT FROft US OR OTHERS. IT IS - THIS THAT ~A$ PREVE~TED 
THEM SO FAR FROPII STATING Af - EXACT.LY WH-AT ·POlt,T .THEY ARE 
PREPA .RED TO 60 TO WAR·'~ SEV~RAL TUIES .THEY M·ENTIONED · 
POSS IBil.ItY . CJF OUR PRESSURING .. ·THE . SAUD·IS TO , REIN IN, 
INSOFAR AS · THEY CA.N, QADHAFI~ . EN' to111111un. . 
12 • · llUIE&lATELY AfTER MEETING WITH . PENN E : L·.ATER TO DAY 
I lilI ·LL ,. REPORT fURTIIER • ... -ARE SCA . . 
BT 
#9235 
.8rtNH 

SENSITIVE 



$ECRE1 
MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SITUATION ROOM CHECKLIST August 9, 1983 

Help for Habre 

Embassy Paris was asked by a senior Elysee adviser if we could 
help provide Habre with VABs (vehicle avant blinde, which are 
French large wheeled APCs) which is what Habre needs for the long 
term. Our embassy notes: 

o French officials on several occasions have alluded to 
French economic problems and hinted it would make sense 
logistically if the U.S. could purchase French equipment 
for the Chadians. 

Since our embassy understands that the $25 million in U.S. sup­
port is for drawdowns from U.S. military inventories, it asks if 
a legal way could be found to make funds available to possibly 
purchase some French VABs for Habre, especially if France assumes 
a more direct role in Chad. )5> 
Paris 29134, PSN 8607 

' 

T , 
SSIFY ON: OADR 
IFIED BY EMBASSY PARIS ,1 DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
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JUDGE, 

ATTACHED ARE THE TRANSLATIONS OF THE TWO FRENCH CABLES TODAY. 

WE ARE WORKING ON A COVER MEMO SENDING THE MITTERAND CABLE TO THE 

PRESIDENT. ALSO ATTACHED IS OUR CABLE TO PARIS. 

JOHN 
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DISTRIBUTION: WPC JP VP NORT SIT LILC WETT EOB /011 

WH SR COMMENT: CHE C KL I ST 

OP IMMED 

UTS0581 

DE RUFHFR 19452 2221034 

0 - UJ1031Z AUG 83 

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6477 

INFO AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 0567 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 5513 

D E NT I AL PARIS 29452 

E. 0. 12356 : DECL: OADR 

TAGS: PREL , CD , FR , UN 

SUBJECT : FRENCH VIEWS ON CHAD 

1. ..,.c.-£NTIRE TEXT . 

DECLASSIFIED I t./ f ~~ 
N~ R~J!JJ!-1--,¥,i,tltlA, . 

BY [{J NARADATE, ......... "£_,, 

2. IN DISCUSSION OF ONGOING UNSC DEBATE ON CHAD WITH 

DCM ON AUGUST 9, QUAI DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL MARTIN 

MENTIONED THAT PEREZ DE CUELLAR HAD OFFERED POSSIBILITY 
OF A SYG FACT-FINDING MISSION TO FAVA LARGEAU. MARTIN 

SAID THAT IN FRENCH VIEW SITUATION AT UN WAS STILL TOO 
" SOFT" TO PROMOTE THIS IDEA FOR NOW, BUT IT SHOULD BE 
RETAINED FOR THE FUTURE. (COMMENT : CONVERSATION TOOK 
PLACE BEFORE NEWS OF RENEWED ATTACKS ON FAVA LARGEAU. 
END COMMENT.) MARTIN SPECIFIED THAT PEREZ DE CUELLAR 
HAD MENTIONED THIS IDEA TO FRENCH UN PERMREP NANTEUIL 

VERY CONFIDENTIALLY , IN FRANCE ' S CAPACITY AS SECURITY 

~TIAL 



~rtmfrlAL 
3(, 

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 02 PARIS 9452 DTG : 101031Z AUG 83 PSN : g11542 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT , AND THAT IT HAD NOT YET BEEN 
MENTIONED TO OTHERS. (PLEASE PROTECT MARTIN . l 

3 . IN OTHER GENERAL COMMENTS ON CHAD , MARTIN COMMENTED 
THAT EIGHTEEN YEARS OF INVOLVEMENT IN CHAD HAD LEFT 
FRENCH EXTREMELY WARYOF FURTHER INVOLVEMENT . OTHER 
FACTORS IN FRENCH THINKING INCLUDED NECESSITY OF 
ENCOURAGING FRANCOPHONE AFRICANS TO CONTINUE TO 
PLAY ACTIVE ROLE THEMSELVES RATHER THAN EXPECTING 
LARGER POWERS TO FIGHT THEIR BATTLES FOR THEM , AND 
IMPORTANCE TO FRENCH OF MAINTAINING DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
COMMITMENT IMPLIED TO THOSE STATES WITH WHICH THEY HAD 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS AND THOSE WITH WHICH THEY 
MERELY HAD COOPERATION AGREEMENTS . ON CHEYSSON' S TV 
INTERVIEW, MARTIN NOTED IN PASSING THAT CHEYSSON HA D 
DENIED FRENCH WERE ACTING " IN CONCERT " WITH U.S. , NO T 
FACT OF CONSULTATIONS . HE STRESSED EXTREME FRENCH 
SENSITIVITY TO APPEARING TO ACT IN RESPONSE TO U.S . 
URGING OR BIDDING. ON LIBYAN ROLE , MARTIN SAID FRENCH 
HAD NOTICED THAT IN RECENT MONTHS OADHAFI' S ACTIONS SHOWED 
A MORE COHERENT AND LOGICAL PATTERN AND WERE LESS ERRATIC 
THAN IN THE PAST , I . E. , HE HAD ESTABLISHED PRESENCE IN 
CHAD , NORTHERN NIGERIA AND (BRIEFLY) IN CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC , HAD UNDERTAKEN CONSULTATIONS WITH SAUDIS AND 
JORDAN , ETC . FRENCH WONDERED IF THIS CONSISTENCY MEANT 
HE WAS RECEIVING POLICY ADVICE FROM OUTSIDE (IMPLICATION 
WAS FROM THE SOVIETS ) . 

4. MINIMIZE NDJAMENA CONSIDERED . MARESCA 
BT 

C~L 
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48396 MESSAGE I 8/18/1983 

ATT ALI TO CLARK 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
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tUR/lal1£: RSGELBARI: PftW 
D6/J,&/63 EXT. 2llfli! Wi!57i!E 
P: LSE·AGL£BURGER 

£UR:f,IBURT 
.Af :PLYMAN 
JCS: 

. . 
. · NSC: 

IMMEI.IATE PARIS 
.. 

I 
P":JHOWE 
NEA:PSEBASTIAN 
IOI/ISA: 
S/S: 

·­,, --

IM"EJIATE: N'DJAMENA. CAIRO IMM£)IATE. KHARTOUM IMMEIIATE 

NODIS: 

E. 0 • J.23Sl:t: DECL: OAPR 

-. ,.,· 

TAGS: PINS, MARR, fR, Ct, SU . RB 

SUBJECT: AWACS WITHDRAWAL FRon SUDAN 

J,. ~ --_ ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. ~HE TWO AWACS DEPLOVEI TO SUDAN HAYE NOW BEEN IN 
PLAC[ SINCE AUGUST?. THE FRENCH HAYE NOT YET 
REaUESTE) TH£ us TO FLY SURVEILLANCE nISSIONS. NOR 
GIVEN ANY INIICATION Of ANY INTENTION TO DRAW ON THE 
AWAC~ CAPABILITY. ONGOING SECURITY CONCERNS AND ~HE 

· CONSI!»ERABLE EXPEUE ENTAi:Ltl> .IN KE&PING THE-lWO AWACS.- -­
OTHE~ AIRCRAFT AND SOME bOO MEN IN (HARTOUM. CONJOINEJ 
WITH THE ABSENCE OF ANY tXPECTATION OF THEIR USE TO 

· SUPPO:RT FRENCH FORCES IN O(A) NOW MILITATE . IN f AYOR Of 
RE»£PLOYING THE AWACS. WE WOUL) LIKE YOU TO DISCUSS 
WITH fRANCE AN) SUDAN OUR O~N INTENTION TO REDEPLOY. 

3. FOR PARIS: CHARGE SHOULD CONTACT ELYSEE {GENERAL 
SAULNcrER OR, IF HE IS UNAVAILABLE, OTHER APPROPRIATE 
OffICcrALS} AND INFORM HIM THAT BASED ON CURRENT 
MILIT~RY SITUATION AND REASONS DESCRIBED PARA. 2, THE 
US PL~NS TO RETURN AIR FORCE UNITS NOW IN SUJAN NEXT 
WEE(. WE WOULD, Of COURSE~ CONSitER .FRENCH REQUEST 
tXTEN~ING THEIR STAY IN SUDAN Ir WE RECEIVED AN 

,~ r r r .. 
i 

LSE 
RSG 
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I 
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·, 

. r s~ I 2 
. . 

AUTHORITATIVE FRENCH REQUEST THAT PROVI»E» RATIONALE 
NLT 1200 AUGUST 23 YOUR TIME. YOU SHOULD EMPHASIZE IN 
YOUR ~ISCUSSION THAT WE. COUL) RETURN APPROPRIAT6•ASStTS 
TO THt AREA ON VERY SHORT NOTICE SHOUL» THEY BE · ~E£DED • 

~. FOR KHARTOUM: YOU SHOULD »RAW ON THE MATERIAL . 
ABOVE~ AS APPROPRIATE, WITH THE GOS AND INDICATE OUR 
PLANS, FOR THE AWACS, INCLUDING OUR DISCUSSING THIS WITH 
THE rRENCH BEFORE MOVING. "IN A»JITION TO POINTS ABOVE. 
YOU SHOUL» MA(E THE FOLLOWING Al)ITIONAL POINTS WITH 

... 

GOS: ··~ -·--- - ·-• 
-- THt POSITIONING Of THE AWACS IN SUDAN HAS BEEN A 
VALUABLE EXERCISE IN ESTABLISHING EXPERIENCE AND 

• PROCE»URES FOR MOVING APPROPRIATE "ASSETS RAPIDLY WHEN 
OUR fRIEN»S ARE THREATENED. 

-- WE WILL WANT TO CONSULT WITH YOU ON EXACT 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR WITHDRAWING THE AWACS WITH 
CONSI~ERATION Of ANY STEPS THAT WOULD FACILITATE 
RE»EPLOYMENT OF APPROPRIATE ASSETS SHOUL) THAT PROVE 
PESIRiABLE. 

_.;. Id£: RECOGNIZE THAT LIBYAN PRESENCE IN NORTHERN CHAJ> 
RAIS~S· THE )ANGER Of LIBYAN SUBVERSION AGAINST WESTERN 
SUDAN· fROM CHAD. WE WILL WANT TO CONSULT WITH YOU ON 
THAT ~ANGER AND WAYS WE CAN HELP STRENGTHEN GOS' 

. ABILI~Y TO DEFENJ AGAINST IT. 

-- W~ ARE CONTINUING OUR ftILITARY ASSISTANCE TO TH£ 
HABRE; GOVERNMENT AND AR£ TAKING )IPLOMATIC STEPS TO PUT 
INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE ON LIBYA TO WITHJRAW. WE KNOW 
WE CAN COUNT ON SUDAN'S ACTIVE »IPLO"ATIC ACTIVITY 
r,wAR) THAT £N). 

:.-

S. FYI: WE ARE WORKING ON A PRESIIENTIAL MESSAGE TO 
NIMEI;RI. YY . • 

.. 

·40 
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