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Who: is lnvolvea? 

Radical Lebanes~ Shias and anti-Arafat Palestinian 
di·ssidente, based in ii_he Bekaa Valley and southern B irut, are 
the primary elements Gt an emerging terrorist networ in 
L~banon. Shia extremist groups, such as Islamic ~.ma , Hizb 
Al1ah, the Husayni Suicide Forces, and the Muslim Stµdenta Union, 
are committed to the goal of replacing the Christianf-do-minated 
Le.ba.nese Government \Iii th an Iran-style l.slamio repub~ic.. Their 
~~bera--parhaps totaling ~s m~ny ~s l,~oo~vi~ the)l'UlY/ 
contingents as· Pres ide:nt Amin Gemayel 1 .s principal su· pm:t~ra, and 
therefore their immediate objecti.ve is to force the NF out of 
Lebanon. 

The Iranian Government encourages and materiall 
t€rrorist activities of the radical Shia groups. 

These Shia ana Palestinian groups, as well as t~eir Iranian 
and Sy~ian sponsors, almost certainly believe that t bombing at 3 
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the Marine compound in October has influenced us pub ic opinion 
~nd put pressure on US policymakers to withdraw from Lebanon. 
They are therefore convinced that An intensifying ca p~ign of 
terrorist violence against the HNF will advance thei 
objective. 

Shia extremists are increasingly willing to 
li~es in attacks on the MNF. Confident that the 
will of Allab, 
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···T-The Marine contingent at Beirut airport will con 
a tempting target for the radical groups. The expose 
layout of the airport· is aggravated by its proximity 
spt&~ling southern slums· of Beirut, which are inhabit 
predominantly by Shias and s.erve as centers of ra.dica 
activism. · Moreover, the Lebanese Army has failed to 
infiltration route of men and weapons from the Bekaa 
southern Beirut • 
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. ~: .. rt is nearly impossible fo:r the M.NF or the Lebanise Jl..:rmy to 
estiblish control over thes& Shia neighborhoods. Bei ut is 
essentially an armed c&.mp in which near __ ly every house old 
:P.~f!~-~~sses firec.r.ms and of ten larger weapons. Killing j has become 
c~onplace after ei9ht years of int€rmittent civil war. In this 
en~~r~ent, the terrorist-prone Sbia ~nd Palestinian lgroups can 
o~i:·~te freely. ! 
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tt~o : is Involved? 

Radical Lebanese Shias and anti-Arafat Palestinian 
di·ssidente, based in ~he Bekaa Valley and southern B irut, are 
the primary elements 6r an emerging terrorist networ in 
L~banon. Shia extremist groups, such as Islamic Ama , Hizb 
Allah, the Husayni Sui~ide Forces, and the Muslim Stµdents Union, 
are committed to the goal of replacing the Christiant--dominated 
Lebanese Government with an Iran-style Islamic repub~lc. Their 
»embers--perhaps totaling d6 m~ny as l,OOO~vimt the1timY, 
contingents as· President Amin Gemayel 1 .s principal su pctt~rs, and 
therefore their inunediate objective is to force the NF out of 
Lebanon. 

The Iranian Government encourages and materiall 
the terrorist activities of the radical Shia groups. 

These Shia ana Palestinian groups, as well as tqeir Iranian 
and Syrian sponsors, almost certainly believe that t t>ogibing at 
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a tempting target for the radical groups. The expose 
layout of the airport · is aggravated by ·its proximity 
sprawling southern slums- of Beirut, which are inhabit 
predominantly by Shias and s.erve as centers of radica 
activism. · Moreover, the Lebanese Army has failed to 
infiltration route of men and weapons from the Bekaa 
southern Beirut. 
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· rt is nearly impossible for the MNF or the Leban to 
est.ablish control over these Shia neighborhoods. Bei 
essentially an armed cl!Ul'lp in which nea~ly every house old 
p~~~·~~sses firearms and often larger weapons. Killing j has become 
commonplace after eight years of intermittent civil war. In this 
en~.~r~ent, the tetrorist-prone Shia and Palestinianlgroups can 
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