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90864

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 30, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER
The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Activation of U.S. Space Command

I approve your recommendation of August 22, 1985 to activate
the U.S. Space Command and concurrently begin deactivation of
the Aerospace Defense Command. Activation of the new command
is approved for September 23, 1985.

I also approve establishment of the Commander-in-Chief and
Deputy Commander-in-Chief positions, with General Herres (the
current CINCNORAD) as the initial USCINCSPACE and with the
Deputy USCINCSPACE to always come from a military service other
than that of the CINC. I understand it is intended that, in
the future, the Commander-in-Chief will be selected from those
candidates from the military services involved on a "best
suited" basis.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER
The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Activation of U.S. Space Commahd

I approve your recommendation of August 22, 1985 to activate
the U.S. Space Command and concurrently begin deactivation of
the Aerospace Defense Command. Activation of the new command
is approved for September 23, 1985.

I also approve establishment of the Commander-in-Chief and
Deputy Commander-in-Chief positions, with General Herres (the
current CINCNORAD) as the initial USCINCSPACE and with the
Deputy USCINCSPACE to always come from a military service other
than that of the CINC. We understand it is intended that, in
the future, the Commander-in-Chief will be selected from those
candidates from the military services involved on a "best
suited" basis. .
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
Aug 29 1330
Bill,

Phyllis draws your attention to 2
points:

1) in RR memo to Weinberger, the

text reads "I," "I," and, then,
in the last sentence, "We" -- not
consistent.

2) She'd asked Biff (the autovpen
signer) to sign the memo "R.R.,"
but he signed "Ronald Reagan"”
instead.
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22 August 1985

PRESIDENT'S TALKING POINTS WITH PM MULRONEY

The Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs have provided
recommendations to me on the establishment of our new Space
Command.

We would like to discuss those recommendations with you, with a
view toward our making a public announcement in late August, if
that is possible -- followed by activation on the 19th of
September.

Cap Weinberger will want to go over the details with Canadian
Defense Minister Nielsen here on the 26th. General Vessey has
communicated with General Theriault and he will be in Canada to
continue consultation with General Theriault on the 27th.

Our review indicates that there is no need to alter the basic
NORAD agreement in any way, and there would, of course, be no
change in support provided by NORAD.

Our thinking is to have two separate commands, namely CINCNORAD
and a new USCINCSPACE, with the old Aerospace Defense Command to
be disestablished.

I would like to propose to the Canadian Government that General
Herres (the present NORAD commander) assume both these positions
for a year, after which we would review whether we should have
two commanders or one for the two Commands.

On SDI, I would like to make it clear that the current research
for the Strategic Defense Initiative is managed by General
Abrahamson and his office, reporting directly to Cap Weinberger.
This SDI office is completely separate from USSPACECOMMAND.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLANE

1 .
SUBJECT: Activatipn of U.S. S8pace Command

\ ,

"..
Secretary Weinberger and General Vessey are recommending
activation of the U.S. pace Command on September 19, 1985
(Tab C). They also recommend tHat General Bob Herres (the
current CINCNORAD) be ap 01nted,as the initial USCINCSPACE and
that the Deputy Commander of tHe the U.S. Space Command always
be from a military serv13e other than that of the Commander-in-
Chief. k /

1 i/

| {
General Herres would continug to serve as CINCNORAD and there
would be no change in our\relationship with Canada under the
NORAD agreement. It is inpgrtant to empha51ze this last point
since, as Cap indicates, theé¢ opposition in Canada and elsewhere
will undoubtedly seize on tﬁls announcement as an opportunity
to argue that Canada is beéng drawn into the U.S. "Star Wars"
program. There is no substance to this argument since the U.S.
Space Command and NORAD wilﬂ be entirely separate organizations.

We are concerned, howeven& with the designation of the new
organization as the "Spa¢e Command." This title will fuel
speculation that we are Pov1§g toward SDI testing and deploy-
ment, and, further, thaty thls represents an attempt to
"sabotage" your meeting/with Gorbachev. Your memorandum to Cap
asks the Secretary to cpn51der another, more neutral, designa-

tion. i

Cap has already discussed this subject with Canadian MOD
Nielsen on Monday, August 26. Additionally, General Vessey
discussed the subject with General Theriault, the Canadian
Chief of Staff, during his visit'there on Tuesday, August 27.
Although Cap recommends a personal telephone call from you to
Prime Minister Mulronéy, we believe a letter would be a more
appropriate form to aflvise him of ‘our plans, since we suspect
that in a telephone cgll, the Prime Minister may wish to raise
other issues. We also recommend the date for command
activation be set for September 23 §ince September 19 will be
the first day of the jnext round of tjlks in Geneva and we wish
to avoid the perceptilon of provocation with the establishment
of the new command.



Recommendation //

OK

;

/

/
/

No

Prime Minister Mu%foney.
/

That you \sign the letter at Tab A to

That you sign t#z/memorandum at Tab B

approving activation of the U.S. Space

Command.

Attachments

Tab A Letter to PM Mulrongy

Tab B Memo to Secretary zgi berger

Tab C Memo from Secretary Wginberger, dtd

August 22, 1985 ¢ \
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Prepared by:
Gilbert D. Rye
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