









































Chancellor intros Reagan's son Michael at 6:54 est. from Calif.

At 7:00 NBC reports the President is in good condition followed by another show-.
ing of the attempt. Much of the commentary by the reporters is replay from ear-

lier reports while waiting for the briefing from the hospital.

7:34 brings the long awaited briefing by Or. Dennis Q'Leary. The Doctor briefs
the press on the President's condition as well as the three other men shot.

Q & A follows.

At 8:02, Nofziger takes the podium briefly and fields a few gquestions.

Then at 3:08 Nofziger introduces Sheila Patton.

Nofziger closes the briefing at 8:10 informing press the following morning's
briefing will take place in room 450 OEOB.

At 8:15 NBC speaks with the President's brother, Neil, who is optimistic about
the President's ability to recover from his wounds.

. -end-
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ABC News "Nightline" Tuesday evening, March 30, 1981
11:30 p.m. EST

The subject of tonight's brdadcast_Was the shootihg of President Reagan and
security procedures for the President.

Ted Koppel interviewed Chuck Vance, a former Secret Service agent, and Hank
Brown, the ABC cameraman who filmed the shooting at the Washington Hilton.

Vance, in providing a commentary on the film of the shooting, remarked that
there were no mistakes on the part of the Secret Service and it was miraculous
that the Secret Service acted as quickly as they did. He noted that because the
press was allowed to get close to the President, the general public was allowed
to get closer also.

Brown mentioned that he had earlier complained to the S.S. that the general
public was getting into the areas designated for press. He emphasized that
while he was attempting to set-up his equipment inside the hotel, the general
public was milling around the press section and interfering with their efforts.
He brought this to the attention of the S.S. agent in charge of the press, but
nothing was done about it.

Susan King, ABC, reported on the 1ine of succession when the President is
incapacitated. King noted that at no point today was Vice President Bush in
charge. She did report however, that presidential power seemed to reside with
White House aides Ed Meese, James Baker and Michael Deaver since they were with
the President at the hospital. She added that the command authority among the
Cabinet members in the White House Situation Room was "informal." King concluded
her report rehashing Sec. Haig's comments that he was in charge pending arrival
of Yice President Bush but added that White House sources say Weinberger would
have been third in 1ine of succession, not Haig.

Ted Koppel then interviewed syndicated columnist George Will. Will
remarked that the most striking thing about the entire day was that the
President retained his "jauntiness" and that this alone helped to reassure the
country. Will said that the country did not need reassuring and that Sec. Haig
was being "politically insensitive to an astonishing degree." When Koppel
questioned Will about Larry Speake's remark that Sec. Weinberger is third in
command control, Will felt that the comment was intended to imply that Sec.
Weinbeger would have been in 3rd in Tine in the event of a military emergency.

Former Attorney General Griffin Bell remarked that one of the better things
of the day was that the Cabinet was standing by throughout the afternocon in the
situation room. He added that he doesn't understand the succession of command
under this administration and that he doubted Larry Speakes's comment that Sec.
Weinberger would be third in line of succession.

ABC's Sam Donaldson reported from the White House that under a highly
classified procedure, Sec. Weinberger has been designated to follow Vice
President Bush in the event of an emergency. Donaldson noted that the
decision was made by President Reagan upon assuming office and that in no way
was it a spur of the moment order to cut Sec. of State Haig out of line.
Donaldson concluded adding that Vice President Bush could have made a decision
from his aircraft while in route to Washington.




Koppel remarked that there was a certain murkiness concerning the role of
Michael Deaver, Ed Meese and James Baker. Griffin Bell responded by noting that
neither of the three could have made any major decisions. Bell added that only
the Vice President and the Cabinet can make decisions on when they should take '
over.

ABC's Barrie Dunsmore reported from the State Department that Sec. of State
Haig wasn't trying to grasp control of the country because it was already known
that Sec. Weinberger was third in line of control. He noted that this is
mandated by the National Command Authority and that if the Vice President had
assumed control, he would have had to respond to a military emergency through
Sec. Weinberger.

Ted Koppel next interviewed Henry Kissinger. Kissinger remarked that the
situation today was handled extremely well and that Bush's statement was
reassuring. He noted that the Cabinet members were communicating in the
situation room and that there was a functioning government in Washington. He
concluded saying that the situation has been well and maturely handled.

Barbara Walters spoke to former President Ford in Tokyo. Mr. Ford said the
news of the incident created a flashback for him and that he was able to speak
to the situation room briefly today.

Late update report

Barry Sarafin reportad from GWU hospital that serious questions remain
for White House Press Secretary Jim Brady. A brain scan shows that the
bullet that struck him fragmented.

Bettina Gregory reported from the U.S. District Court House that the
suspected assailant, John W. Hinckley, was arraigned late Tuesday evening.
Hinckley has been given two court-appointed attorneys and the courtroom was
sealed off from reporters. Gregory reported that FBI Director William Webster
was present at the courthouse and that the FBI was going to take Hinckley to an
undisclosed location after the proceedings this evening.
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WORLD REACTION TO SHOOTING

From Reuters News Service, March 30, 1981

‘In Moscow, TASS reported the shooting with a brief outline of the circum-
stances without making any other comment.

U.N. Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim condemned what he called, "a wanton
act of terrorism," against President Reagan and sent a message wishing him
a speedy recovery.

In Hong Kong, British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington declined immediate
comment; might make statement 1later.

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher sent a message to the President
saying she prayed his injuries were not serious. Buckingham Palace says Queen
El1izabeth also sent message.

Canadian External Affairs Minister Marc MacGuigan said, "I don't know
how to react...l'm shocked."

French President Valery Giscard D'Estaing sent President a telegram
conveying "warmest and most friendly wishes" for his full recovery and
continuance of his leadership of the United States.

From Jerysalem, Israeli PM Menachem Begin cabled to wish the President
a speedy recovery.

Canada's Solicitor-General Robert Kaplan said today that threats were
made against President Reagan's life during his visit to that country on Mach
10 and 11.

PM Trudeau, who was in Montreal on private business when informed of the
attempt, said he had reacted "with a sense of deep distress and shock."

Tokyo stock exchange suspended trading in its foreign stock section for
today only to avoid confusion over the assassination attempt.

New York Stock Exchange halted dealing because of the news.

Dollar and Tokyo Stock Exchange average both fell sharp}y.




13

MAJOR NEWSPAPER HEADLINES -- Tuesday, March 31, 1981

WALL STREET JOURNAL

"GUNMAN'S ATTACK:' REAGAM SHOT IN CHEST ON WASHINGTOM STREET, UNDERGOES SURGERY:
Prognosis Called 'Excellent'; Press Aide James Brady and 2 Officers Hit: Gasps
in the Senate Chamber" (Head w/2 sub-heads/A-1)

" STEADY STAND-IN: BUSH'S TEMPORARY ROLE IS UNLIKELY TO CHANGE COURSE OF U.S.
POLICY: He is a Well-Briefed Member of Reagan Inner Circle and Known for
Loyalty: Touchy Relations with Haig" (Head w/2 sub-heads/A-1)

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

"REAGAN SURVIVES GUNSHOT; OUTLOOK CALLED EXCELLENT:
Three Others Wounded in D.C." (2 line banner w/l sub-head/pic/A-1)

"THE SUSPECT: A YOUNG MAN OF PRIVILEGE"
(4-column head/pic/A-1)

"A SMILE, A WAVE; THEN 'ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE" (A-1)

THE WASHINGTON STAR

"REAGAN RALLIES SWIFTLY; GUNMAN IS DENIED BAIL:
Brady Critical; Two Cfficers Wounded" (2-1ine banner w/l sub-head/4 pics/A-1)

"ACCUSED ASSAILANT A DRIFTER" (A-1)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

"ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT CONTINUES PATTERN OF U.S. VIOLENCE:
Incident Casts Doubt on Quick Return to Budget and Tax Cut Issues”
(Head w/1 sub-head/pic/A-1)

“MORAL ISSUES FOREMOST WITH AMERICAN VOTERS" (A-1)

"WALESA CALLS OFF STRIKE: POLAND EDGES PAST CRISIS"
(Head w/1 sub-head/A-1)




et
The White House ;s

NEWS SUMMARY

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 1981, -- 6 a.m. edition

TODAY'S HEADLINES

NATIONAL

"Reagan Wounded by Assassing's Bullet; Prognosis Is "Excellent"; 3 Others Shot"
In a six-column banner story, David S. Broder, covers the attempt on the
President. (Post)

TELEVISION COVERAGE...by networks

INTERNATIONAL

"Poles Reach Accord; Union Suspends General Strike" -- Lech Walesa says he
is 70 percent satisfied with the agreement, yet cautions he cannot gquarantee
union executive body will accept proposed settlement. (Washington Post)

From Reuters News Service, World Reaction to Shooting.

NETWORK NEWS (Monday Evening) NATIONAL NEWS ceivvvenannnanas 2
INTERNATIONAL..... o e 4

A1l three networks (ABC/CBS/NBC)

covered the assassination attempt MONDAYS NETWORK NEWSeeseeeesesd

on President Reagan's life.
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agreement in Poland was played.
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NATIONAL 2
REAGAN WOUNDED BY ASSASSIN'S BULLET; PROGNOSIS IS 'EXCELLENT: 3 OTHERS SHOT

In a six-column front-page banner headline with picture, David S. Broder
reported the scenes at the Washington Hilton Hotel as they unfolded March
30, 1981. Broder reports: President Reagan survived an assassination attempt
Monday when a revolver-wielding gunman waiting among reporters and photographers
on the sidewalk outside the Hilton Hotel fired a bullet into his chest. Broder
also reports Jim Brady, who was five feet from the President and no further from
the assailant, was the most gravely injured person. He notes television net-
works reported incorrectly in late afternoon Brady had died, but hospital offic-
ials said Monday night the 40-year-old Brady was in surgery and "fighting for
his 1ife." Broder points out the first report from Karna Small was Reagan had
not been hit but might have been injured slightly as he was pushed into his lim-
ousine. It was not until 3:18 p.m. that Frank Ursomarso, stood on a secretary's
chair in the briefing room and told a crowd of reporters, "I'm confirming the
President was shot." Later in the afternoon, all three television networks re-
ported Brady's death--only to have that report contradicted by Brady's deputy,
Larry Speakes. (David S. Broder, Washington Post, 3/31, Al)

SENATE, STUNNED BY NEWS, HALTS BUDGET ACTION

The Senate, its members standing by in stunned silence, broke off action on
Reagan's proposed budget cuts Monday after Majority Leader Baker reported the
President had been shot. The Senate was in the midst of debate on Bradley's
amendment to the budget when word came over radios and wire service news tickers
an attem?t had been made on the President's life. (Helen Dewar, Washington Post
3/31, Ad

THE MORBID ECHO

Haynes Johnson in a front-page commentary with picture, points out there is
no way to escape this replaying of an old national horror. He recalls we have
all been through this before, people huddled before TV sets forced to think the
unthinkable. Remembering the Kennedy brothers, Martin Luther King Jr, Malcom X,
George Wallace and the two attempts on Gerald Ford's 1ife, Johnson points out
violence has struck down leaders regardless of ideology or race. The violence
that has taken so many American leaders has left a collective legacy of unful-
filled political promises. And among countless Americans it has created a haunt-
ing form of morbid introspection, of hopes dashed, of wondering what might have
been, as they have seen their leaders struck down again and again. Johnson asks:
Just how much more of this tearing at the fabric of the nation can America en-
dure without fundamentally changing the character of national 1ife? Johnson
ends his commentary this way: The hope is Reagan's sense of American good humor
in the face of adversity, the celebration of the survivor, will be what is most
remembered about the events of March 30, 1981. But it won't begin to answer why
the violence occurs--or what to do about it. (Haynes Johnson, Washington Post,
3/31, A1)

SHIFTS IN MILK, PEANUT PRICE SUPPORTS PROPOSED IN ADMINISTRATION'S FARM BILL

Fundamental changes in the milk and peanut-support programs, an end to the
target-price program that supplements farmers' incomes, and slight increases in
grain price supports are features of the 1981 general farm bill the Administra-
tion was scheduled to announce today. According to sources, however, the Admin-
istration did not intend to send a formal bill to Congress for some days, in an




apparent effort to avoid entanglement with the committees over line-by-line de-
tails. On another front Monday , reacting to Reagan's decision to continue the
embargo on grain to the Soviet Union, the American Agriculture Movement announc-
ed a call for a voluntary farmers' embargo to stop delivery of agricutural prod-
ucts. (Ward Sinclair, Washington Post, 3/31, A5)

* * *

EDITORIAL

SHOOTING -- "Certainly the S.S. precautions and the security generally of the
President will need to be reexamined in relation to this terrible event. And it
is surely possible some fault lay in the character of those protections, that
things will need to be tightened up. But it is also true and very important to
remember there is a point beyond which these protections cannot go...Has every-
thing been done that must be done to limit the opportunities as much as poss-
ible? We will not believe it has been until those damnable firearms have been
put out of the reach of every criminal and potential criminal who wants one--to
whom they are accessible now...The caption on this dreadful picture is not that
Americans as a nation or a people are violent or weak, but that some among us
are--and are armed. (Washington Post, 3/31)




INTERNATIONAL

POLES REACH ACCORD; UNION SUSPENDS GENERAL STRIKE

The Solidarity union movement suspended a potentially catastrophic general
strike call Monday after marathon talks with the Communist government produced
tentative agreement on major issues one hour before a union deadline was to ex-
pire. "I am 70 percent satisfied with the agreement," Solidarity leader Walesa
said. Walesa cautioned, however, he can not guarantee the union's decision-mak-
ing executive body will accept the proposed settlement.

(Brian Mooney, Washington Post, 3/31, Al)

U.S. WARNS OF ECONOMIC AID CUTOFF IF POLAND SUPPRESSES SOLIDARITY

The Reagan Administration warned the Polish government Monday that internal
"supression" of the independent labor movement in that country would foreclose
any further U.S. economic aid. Concerning the reason for the U.S. position,
Brady said, "It's our money and it's an internal decision on what we do economi-
cally...What is closer to our nation than our own money?" U.S. sources said
Germany is taking the lead in seeking to put together a new package of emergency
aid to assist Poland between now and midsummer. (Don Oberdorfer, Washington
Post, 3/31, Al6)




NETWORK NEWS COVERAGE - - MARCH 30, 1981

The following is a chronological listing of coverage by ABC-TV
Times are approximate; of necessity, description of coverage is abbreviated...

ABC went on the air with the news of the attempted assassination at 2:34 p.m
for five minutes with their first report; came back on at 2:42 p.m. to 2:52 p.m.
and returned at 2:59 p.m., remaining on the air until 8:30 p.m.

Within 10-15 minutes they had videotape of the attempt...commentary by Frank
Reynolds followed...information originally reported that James Brady and two
officers were shot but the President was not. Later they reported that the
President was on the way to George Washington U. Hospital but was not hit. They
discussed the VP's being on a trip...

At approximately 3:43 they covered a statement by Lyn Nofziger at the hospital
stating Reagan had been shot (taped)...Dave Gergen made a live statement from
the White House confirming the facts.

Reporter Bill Greenwood reported from WH; Sam Donaldson from GWU. Reporter
Brit Hume reported on reaction on Capitol Hill.

Stil1 photos and slow-motion tape of the event shown.

Around 4 p.m. ABC reported that Jim Brady was in critical condition and shortly
after announced the President was being operated on. Eyewitnesses gave accounts
of the shooting at the hotel.

At approximately 4:11, ABC identified the suspect as John Hinckley, Jr.

Larry Speakes briefed at WH approx 4:18. Coverage continued with a report from
KBTV in Colorado with background on the suspect.

At 5:13, Frank Reynolds announced that Jim Brady was dead, but a conflicting
report came about 3 minutes later; approx. 4 minutes later Speakes briefed that
the report on the death of Jim Brady was in error. Reports continued on the
condition of the President, Brady and the other victims. Michael Reagan was
interviewed at home. ABC Cameraman Hank Brown was interviewed as an eyewitness.

ABC did not do the regularly-scheduled World News Ton1ght but did cover short
reports from Bangkok and Poland.

Ted Koppel summarized the situation at hospital reporting that President is
-in stable condition, Brady remains critical.

VP Bush is returning but there is a question as to whether he will return due
to reports the President hadn't been shot but after report of wounds, he flew
back immediately. Repeat of tape of assassination attempt.

Reagan will be in surgery until 7 p.m., a total of three hours.

ABC Dallas affiliate reports Hinckly bought two revolvers in Dallas back before
convention, but his handgun was purchased more recently by mail order.

-more-
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Another update...President is expected to be in surgery for several more
minutes; prognosis for Brady not good...few people survive such wounds. Earlier
reports that Brady is dead are not true, repeat not true.

Susan King at WH reviews Speakes statement that President is o.k. and Brady is
alive. Adds that most staff returned to situation room. No cabinet meeting,
but in the event anything further happens they are ready. Sec. Haig spoke
earlier and said he is in charge. Trying not to talk too early because details
unclear, and do not want to give out information too early. WH Press office
remains very calm. All waiting for the President to get out of operation.

ABC reviews previous assassination attempts.
Neil Reagan, President's brother, is interviewed.

Reynolds reports Reagan is still in surgery but the operation is successful;
President in good condition...information unofficial from Laxalt to Sen. Baker
to ABC.

Bush returns.

Barrie Dunsmore reports that Haig gathered Secretaries quickly and says he is
in control until the President returns, if something were to happen Haig would
check with President quickly, but VP is still in charge and then the Speaker
of the House and then Haig.

Reynolds says exploratory surgery concentrating on abdominal area. Rumor that
President had undergone open heart surgery are untrue and stem from fact that
President had open-chest surgery.

Sam Donaldson in Press Room at hospital. All reports positive. President is
in stable and guarded condition. Lyn Nofziger has been briefing regularly.

Reynolds...preparations being made for Mrs. Reagan to spend night at hospital.
Bush will be at hospital until President is out of surgery. President went
into surgery at 3:45 p.m., three hours ago, and all Tooks well. Doctor says
President should be o.k. in 7-10 days and President's age is not a factor.
Repeats that Reagan walked into hospital and cracked jokes.

George Strait was with Bush on flight back from Texas, reviews chronology of
situation...sudden rush of secret service agents. Reporting from Andrews AFB,
pilot says plane has never flown faster than it did en route to Washington.

VP went from WH to Hospital. Bush didn't talk to reporters, sat quietly in his
seat, thinking about the future. Congressmen with Bush report that Bush was
calm and relaxed.

Reynolds clears up point, saying Bush is at WH, not at hospital.

Donaldson and Sarafin, expecting Nofziger and surgeon soon. Sarafin says they
did exploratory surgery; bullet hit Tower left lung, but surgery went well.
Brady's condition -- all we have is confusion. Brady on maximum support unit.

Review quips and quotes from Reagan and Sarafin concludes these are the signs of
a man apparently holding his own.
-more-




Reynolds talks of whether the President was wearing a bullet-proof vest and
concludes there is no way of knowing. Narrates slow motion tape. John

Warnock Hinckley will be arraigned this evening. Agent is in good condition.
Policmean John Dillahanty is not in good condition; agent Timothy McCarthy is in
good condition. Hinckley had been arrested once before; bought two handguns

for $47 each last October and one of those handguns may have been used.

Ted Koppel questions why a small bullet is so dangerous and is told that a
low mass Tow velocity bullet bounces around and causes damage.

FR and TK apologize for same old reports but eager to keep broadcasting as
people come home from work and hear story for the first time, and there are
still developments.

Hinckley arraigned under federal officials assassination law; a fairly new
law in D.C.

Bob Hope talks about his trip during campaign with Reagan and talks about how
FBI counseled the President to wear flak jackets. Koppel sort of concludes
that Reagan must have been wearing the jacket, but Reynolds corrects him and
they review the situation. Surgery takes a long time because it is exploratory.

Bush is at White House, but great secrecy surrounds his arrival and security
agents keep reporters away from VP. Security has never been so tight,
according to one reporter. In situation room, Bush assumes control of crisis
management team, and closely watching the reactions of people around the world;
and whether anybody will take advantage of the power vaccuum.

Donaldson recreates the tragic scene. Surgeons say surgery is complete; bullet
did not fragment and is removed. Dr. Benjamin Aaron was lead surgeon.
Reporters shout as doctors privately brief somebody off camera.

Peter Jennings says leaders of the world are shocked. Chancellor Schmidt sends
condolences. Tass gives scant attention; Moscow radio ignores it. Thatcher
Press Secretary is interviewed and says Thatcher reacted with shock. Particular-
1y grieved by Brady's condition who had just been a gracious and generous host.
No problems with Western alliance; security matters not changed.

At approximately 7:30 p.m. Nofziger briefs at hospital...says President is out
of surgery and in good condition. Dr. Dennis O'Leary briefs on operation and
condition of President and secret service agent. Traces bullet trajectory,
concluding bullet entered lung; bullet was removed; prognosis 2xcellent.
Recovery time is difficult to say but President is clear of head and can make
decisions tomorrow. Bullet was distorted as it struck seventh rib. No involve-
ment of aorta. Responds to reporter's questions: McCarthy doing extremely
well. Brady still in surgery; condition critical. Estimates Reagan will stay
in hospital two weeks. Reagan required blood transfusion. Brady shot in side
of forehead; bullet passed through his brain and he has brain injury. Dr.
Aaron, associate professor of surgery, performed surgery on Reagan. No
abdominal bleeding with President. Doubtful that lung will collapse. Other
compl ications doubtful. Emphasizes that President is physiologically very
young. Before surgery, President asks doctors about being Republicans. Dr.
said everyone was a Republican today. Al1l doctors feel President can made
decisions tomorrow.

-more-
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