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Nov 1iber 8, 1988

M 1ORANDUM FOR RHETT B. DAWSON
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR OPERATIONS

FROM: PATRICIA MACK BRYAN
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRES] iINT

SU JECT: LS ”ﬂﬂé_-— ”ndetnﬁ+nh1q W*{g is Act of 1988

Pursuant to yvour staffing memorandum of November 7, 1988,
Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced enrolled bill.
Counsel's Office has no legal objection to Presidential approval
of that bill.

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.















% EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
2 OFFICE OF MA  3EMENT AND BUDGET
c;," WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

NOV 7 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 4445 - Undetectable Firearms Act

of 1988
Sponsors - Rep. Hughes (D) New Jersey and nine others

Last nNay for 2~tion

November 15, 1988 - Tuesday

PI.II'EO“‘=l

Prohibits the manufacture, importation, or sale of certain
firearms that may not be detectable by metal detectors or other
security devices.

Agency Rec imendatinnre

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Transportation Approval

Department of Justice No objection

Department of the Treasury No objection

Department of Defense No objection (Informally)
Central Intelligence Agency No objection (Informally)

N1 qcuse{ ~n

The enrolled bill, which passed both Houses by voice vote,
responds to the problem of firearms =-- such as guns made largely
of plastic =-- that may not be detectable by metal detectors or
other security devices. During congressional hearings on this
legislation, considerable concern was expressed about the threat
of such firearms, because they could avoid detection at security
chec , >ints (e.g., in airports, courthouses, and prisons).

H.R. 4445 would make it a Federal criminal offense, subject
to up to five vears imprisonment and a fine. to manufacture.

t1) >] removal of grips,
nagazines) as the "Security Exemplar" -- which :
defined in the enrolled bill and described below -- by
walk-through metal detectors; or (2) contains a major component
which, when subjected to x-ray examination by machines of the
kind normally used at airports, does not generate an accurate
image of the component.



The "Security Exemplar" is defined to be an object,
fabricated at the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury,
that is made of 3.7 ounces of "material type 17-4 PH
stainless steel in a shape resembling a handgun" and that is
suitable for testing and calibrating metal detectors. Treasury
would be required to promulgate regulations 12 months after
enactment of the enrolled bill, and at appropriate times
thereafter, to reflect advances in detection technology (e.g., to
"legalize" firearms that contain less metal than the Security’
Exemplar, if such firearms can be detected).

Other provisions of the enrolled bill would:

o} Exempt licensed firearms manufacturers and their agents
from the provisions of the enrolled bill for the purpose
of testing firearms to determine if the restrictions of
the enrolled bill apply to them;

o Require Treasury to permit the conditional importation
of firearms by licensed manufacturers or importers for
the purpose of testing to determine whether
unconditional importation would violate the prov: ions
of the enrolled bill;

o Exempt from the coverage of the enrolled bill any
firearm that has been certified by the Defense
Department or the Central Intelligence Agency, after
consultation with the Federal Aviation Administration
and the Treasury Department, as "necessary for military
or intelligence applications" and that is manufactured
and sold exclusively to military or intelligence
agencies of the United States;

o Require the Transportation Department to conduct
research and development as may be necessary to improve
the effectiveness of airport x-ray systems;

o Require the Departments of the Treasury, Justice, and
Transportation to complete studies within six months of
enactment to identify state-of-the-art equ ‘21 1t capable
of distinguishing the Security Exemplar from other metal
objects;

o Require the studies described above to contain "a

irity
~ _ . e e —mas 5 —eew Study
and mandate the installation of such equipment "in
accorc 1ce with each schedule;" and
o "Sunset" the provisions of the enrolled bill ten years

after its date of enactment.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release November 10, 1988

The President today signed the following legislation:

H.J.Res. 649, which designates November 12, 1988, as "National
Firefighters Day."

H.R. 441, which directs the payment of $5,670.77 to each of seven
named heirs of Master Sergeant Nathaniel Scott in full settlement
of their claims against the United States for payment of the
unpaid balance of the retired pay due their father at the time of
his death.

H R 712, which requires the Secretary of the Treasury to pay
sovi,uc.50 to Lawrence K. Lunt as full compensation related to
his imprisonment in Cuba between 1965 and 1979.

H.R. 1418, which provides reimbursement for attorneys' fees and
compensation for personal time spent and other expenses incurred
by Messrs. Hangartner, Stewart, and Walden, three
"wthistleblowers" who assisted in a congressional and Securities
and ¥ -hange Commission investigation of a Paradyne Corporation
contract with the Social Security Administration.

H.R. 2802, which requires payment of $5,500 to Fleurette Seidman,
an empiuyee of the U.S. Customs Service in New York, for losses
and expenses arising from her erroneous retirement from
Government service and subsequent return to her former position
of employment.

H.R. 4362, which allows the Secretary of the Interior to convey
public land to local jurisdictions for solid waste disposal
urposes under terms that will protect the United States from
\/liability for contamination of such land by hazardous substances.

H.R. 4445, which prohibits the manufacture. importation. or sale

7

S.J.Res. 395, which designates January 4, 1989, as "National
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service Centennial Day."
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