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United Press International 
Judge Sandra O'Connor, making a final round of calls on Cepitoi Hill yesterday see~ing confirmation as .a Supreme 
Court Justice, meets Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., wh9 said he e:i:peqts her to be confirmed overwhelmmgly. 

O'Connor Discusses -Stand on Abortion 
Nominee Says Views 
Similar to President's 

Scar Wire Services 

Ending the first round of her cam-
, paign to win approval as the Su­

preme Court's first woman justice, 
Sandra O'Connor said yesterday her 
views on abortion are the same as. 
President Reagan's, . · 

The Arizona Jurist met witb 
staunch anti-abonion senators -
John East. R-N.C., and Gordon Hull!; 
phrey, R•t<.H., who 11sked her if P)!P, 
lished reports thl!f her abort,on 
vlews are the same 11s Reagan's wer!l . 
true. . ~ 

"She :;aid, 'Yes,' " Humphrei tolq 
repqners, 

Reagan has sal<I be considers 
abortion "murder,'' As Oaliforiµo 
·governor he signed )h~ 1111tion'~ 
most liberal abortiog law, but helJa­
ter said abortion proponents found 
loopholes allowing abortions ven 

However, Helms did not sa 
whether he would suppon the nomi 
nation, saying one 40,minute meet 
ing was pot enough to make a dee . 
slon. 

Falwell said Helms gave O'Conno 
a qumber of l"ritten questions on i 
sues t)lat concern Moral MajQrity. 

Hu111phrey said when he talke , 
with O'Connor about the Suprem 
Court•~, l11n~mark 1973 abortion d 
,eislon, "she made It clear to me tha 
the judiciary has a distinctly differ 
ent role from the legislature and nei• 
ther bq,;ly should encroach" on the 
other. 

El!~t SQicl. abortion woqld 'µo) be 
"Jl\,e qnly-)C,$l qr II litinus test,'' but 
onp of a number- of iJ11ponant issues 
·tg gaµge her Jupicial philosophy. 

Qilllµg the court's abortion deci­
sjoii ••14~ niost flagr8l)t example oJ 
jua1cial ·usurpation of pow~r," East 
~id 0·9011qor wo11l<I ''of course" be 

, questilin4d about her o'6ortiop vl11ws 
durll\B the confirmation hearings. 

ije 11lso pid she woqld be asked 
questions on her attitude on race re-
lations and affirm11tlve action pro­
grama. · · 

In an unannounced meeting yes­
terday, O'Connor talked to members 
o_f the ,-\merican aar ~soclation'sju­
diclal scr11enlng boay tbat Will Pl!SS 
ygg on h le I baliflca-



~ •ft ' • 
wheir tile 'woman1s llf'e was not in' 
danger . . , 

O'Connor yesterday also c~l!ed on 
tile Senate's leading liberal, Edward 
Kennedy, D-Mass.,' who said, •"I am 
convinced she will teceive th~ con-

Ending the first rountl of her cam- firhiation - overwhelmingly, if not 
i' paign to win approval as the Su- unanimously'' and "she will make an 

preme Court's first woman justice, outstanding justice." 
Sandra O'Connor said yesterday her Meanwhile, the Rev. Uerry Falwell 
views on abortion are the same as. said in Lynchburg, Va., he probably 
Pr~sident Reagan's. , will Walt until after confirmation 

The Arizona jurist met with' hearings by the Sen.ate Judiciary 
staunch anti-abortion senators - . Committee before deciding whether 
Johll East, R-N.C., and Gordon Hum- to supjl9rt ot oppose O'Connor's 

• phrey, R-N.H., who asked her if pub- nomination. 
lished reports that her abortion .. But Pal well, leader of the conser­
vlews are the same as' Reagan's -,vere , v~ilve lobbylirg group Moral Maj6r, 
true. 11 .. •itY,. said he still hopes for a Reagari• 1"She said, 'Yes,' '' Humphrey lo d_ appointed court that will reverse the 
reporters. . · 1973 decision legalizing abortion. 

Reagan has said he considers 
abortion "murder." As California Falwell bad planned ta decide his '· 
governor he signed the nation's · position after consulting Moral Ma• 
most liberal abortion law, but he la• Jorlty ally _Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., 
ter said •abortion proponents found who !net with O'Connor Thursday 
loopholes allowing aborlions ven e enin . · 

However, Helms did not s~y 
whe\lier lje would st111po~t the nomf­
rlatfon, saying one 40-minute ·~eet­
in& was riot enough to make a dee • 
sion. 

Falw II said Helms g~ve O'Conno, 
a number of written qties!ions on i~ 
sues that concern Moral Majqrity. 

Humphrey said when he talkec 
with O'Connor about the SupremE 
Court's landmark 1973 abortion d 
cision, ''she made It clear to me tha 
the 1udiciary lias a distinctly diffe 
ent role from the legislature and nel• 
ther body sh'ould encroach" on the 
other. 

East said abortion would 'not be 
"the only test or a lihims test/ but 
bne of a number of important issues 
to gauge her judltial philosophy. 

Calling the court 's abortion deci­
sion ."the niost flagrant example of 
judicial usurpation of power," East 
said O'Connor would "of course" be 

, questioned about her abortion views 
during the confirmation hearings. 

He 'also said she would be asked 
questions on her attitude on race re­
lations and affirmative action pro-
grams. • • · · 

In an unannbunced meeting yes­
·terday, O'Connor talked to members 
bf the American Bar Associati0n's ju­
dicial screening body that will pass 
Judgment on her legal ql!aliflca­
tlons. Their tilting - expected to be 
decided Tuesday - will be given to 
the Justice Department and made 
public at her Sena;e confirmation 
hearings. . 

O'Connor said the support of both 
Kennedr, and Barry Goldwater, R­
Ariz., is 'a very encouraging feeling. 
I hope the -(confirmation] process 
will resolve itself smoothly.' 

The White House has delayed for- · 
mally sending her nominatibn to 
Capitol Hill pending completion of 
an FBI check. An FBI spokesman said 
he wa~· not ·aware of anything neg­
ative In the Investigation, now being 
reviewed at FBI headquarters before 
being relayed to the Justice Depart-

, ment and on to the White House. 
Judiciary Committee members In­

dicated her hearing probably will 
not open until September, with the 
Senate vote cbmin~ sometime before 
the court opens Its new term Oct. S. 

Falwell said in Lynchburg he is 
"very Impressed with Judge O'Coh­
lior's background and credentials as 
far as her capabilities are con­
cerned. 

"I personally feel a woman's ap­
pointment to the Supreme Court is 
Ion overdue," he added. 



A2 • • • R 

O'Connor, 
Helms.Meet 
40 .Minutes -

' . ~ 

By Fred Barbash 
Washington Post Statr Write~ 

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C,) de­
clined to commit himself ·yesterday 
on the Supreme Court nomination of 
Sandra · D. O'Connor after a 40-
minute meeting between the two. 

Helms, the co.nservative senator 
with the greatest potential for dis­
rupting a smooth confirJr}ation pro­

' cess for O'Connor, would only say 
afterward that he intended to "fol-

. low' this lady's ~reer· very dosely." 
But would he'. help her career by 
,supporting her confirmation? he was 
asked. · 

"Well, why should _I do otherwise;" 
he ~id with a grin. "She's a very fine 
lady." · 

He then shut his office door on 'll 
crowd of reporters, refusing to de-
code his comment. ··' 1 

!fhe encounter with Helms .con­
_tinued · a week of what appeared to 
be gamesmanship between Helms 
and the White House · over the 
O'Connor nomination. r:Pne meeting 
was scheduled by the White House 
for 6;30 p:m. yesterday, the latest ·of 
O'Connor's sessions with members of 
Congress so far. 

· A White House spokesman denied 
this was don~ to avoid giving Helms · 
exp<>sure on the television network's 
nightly news programs. 

Five minutes before O'Connor w11s 
sche,dlded to arri¥e, liowever, Helms 
disappewed from his office, say,ing 
he had to attend a Senate roll call. 
"What time did she say she was 
coming?" he asked an aide as •he 
scurried down the hall. 
, Helms returned 10 minutes later 

. for the session with O'Connor, who 
was waiting patiently in his office 
with her escorts . from the White 
House and Justice Department, ~ 

11he two posed brie.fly for pictures 
before they went inside. Will he sup­
port , her nomination? a reporter 
asked Helms as the cameras clicked. 

"I've known her for less than 10 
seconds," he said. "l'l'll certain my. re-
s ill lTO 1

' 

.. •' Y, ' ~- t"l,.. 

THE WASHINGTON POST 



tmea to omrnc , fl mset cm-era~ 
on the Supreme Cou11t nomination of 
Sandra ,D. O'Conn0r after a 40-
minute meeting between the two. 

Helnrs, the co.nservative ' senator 
with the greatest potential for dis­
rupting a smooth coRfirtnation pro­
ce55 for, O'Conhor, would only say 
afterward that he intended to "fol­
.low' this lady's. ~areer very closely," 
But would he help her career by 
supporting her confirmation? he was 
asked. 

"Well, why should I do otherwise," 
he said with a grin. "She's a very fine 
1adyt . 

He then shut his office door oh a 
crowd of reporters, refusing to de-
code his comment. •' ,, , 

The encounter with Helms .co ~­
tinued · a week of what appeared to 
be gamesmanship between Helms. 
and the White House , over the 
O'Conhor nomination. The meeting 
was S()heduled by the White Houa--e 
for 6:30 p:m. yesterday, the latest •df . 
01Connor's sessions· with members of 
Congress so far. 

· A White House spokesman' denied 
this was done to avoid giving Helms ' 
exposure or\ the television networlc's 
nightly news programs. 

Five minutes before O'Connor was 
scheduled to arrive, however, Helms 
disappeared from his office, saying 
he hacl to attend a Senate · roll call. , 
"What time did she say she was 
coming?" he asked an· aide as he 
scurried down the hall. 
, Helms returned 10 minutes later 

for the se55ion with O'Oonnor, who 
was waiting patiently in his office 
with · her escorts from the White 
House and Justice Department. · 

The two posed briefly for pictures 
before they went•lnside. Will he sup­
port · her nomination? a reporter 
asked Helms as.the cameras clicked,· 

"rve known her for le55 than 10 
seconds1" he said. C'Jlm certain my. re-
spf!cb Will grow,►• , 

"HoW did · the th~tlttg go and 
what do you think 6f tM jtldge?" He 
was asked . as the two etner.ged 40 
minutes later. "We'll have many 
more meetings," he said. "And I loo~ 
forward to following this lady's ca­
reer with great interest." 

In fact, 0 1Conrtor's receptiort on 
. Capitol Hill in three days 0f politick­
ing has been so favorable that Sen­
ate leaders say she faces no serious 
problem with cohfirmation, with or 
without Heltns' support. 

Her supporters range from her 
. conservative Republican home-state 
l senator, Barry Goldwater, to liberals 
, like Sen. Howard M. Metzenbaum, 
(D-Ohio,), a Judiciary Committee 
member. 

, "She will be a welcome addition to 
the Supreme Court," Metzehbautn 
said after his meeting with O'Connor 

· : yesterday. ''Her appointment wfll 
provide new approaches and new 
thrusts" to the court. "A! this point, 
I intend to vote 'for her," Metzen-
baum said. • 

However, he and others conceded 
during the past three d~ys that the 
courtesy calls taught thefu very little 
about her views: on major issues. 

Asked if he had any way of telling 
what kind of justice O'Connor would 
be, Metzenbaum said: "Not really." 

Today, O'Connor is to meet with 
another exf)ected supporter: Sen. 
Edward M. Kertnedy (DlMa55.). 

"If Goldwater suppotlts you and 
, Kennedy supports you,'' Goldwater 
was heard to · say to O'Connor the 
other day, ~you can't lose.'' 
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THE WASHINGTON STAR Friday, July 17, 1981 

O.'Connor Continues "Courtesy Calls" 
Supreme Court nominee Sandra Day O'Connor, continu­
ing her "courtesy calls" on members of the Senate, talks 
with reporters late yesterday after meeting with Sen. Jes-

·, I • • 
se Helms (left), R-N.C. The two had met earlier m Helms' 
office where they chatted privately. Supreme Court 
nominations require Senate confirmation. 

.. .. 



The shouting anq Up(se by ij(ght• 
to-lifers" and ERA opp9nents to Arl• , 
zonfl Judge S&ndr11 O'Connor's qol1li• · 
nation to the Supreme, (;9urt wfU be · 
damaging only if it intlmid~te& Pres­
ident Reagall fntd appointing Sillgle 
interest ideologues to the S_µpr~nie. 
Coun w}len futltre vacDni;ie~ oc~qr. 
With five JJJstices over 77, Presiden\ 
Re~gan '11EIY yet appoint A majoritr 
of the ~upreme Court by 1984, Thp~e 
appointees wpl hlTT U§.JlC~ Ai;nijtican 
public, law iptb tpe 21st- qmtµ.rr. 

A majority of tlie current J,Ilember• 
ship of the Senat~ ABS· never voted 
on th1;1 confirm~tion of ~ Supreme 
Court justice. W~lBt tlle Senate has fo 
decide is whether. ~udge O'Connqr 
has tne necessary quaUties ,Pf fajr• 
ness, Independence, and jucigm1mt /' 
to sit on our highest court. Sne is µei­
ther qualified nordisqU&lified l>Y be• 
ing a \fOµian, a conservative, a Re• 
publican or be1;aus~ she is Qpposed 
by certain single interest groups 
who ·iire establishing their UtlllUS 
test for future Supreme Court ap-
pointments. · 

Betting on an overwhelming con­
firmation vote favorable to Judge 
O'Connor is safe. Judge O'Connor is 
a person of high reput~ in her com-
m unity, and her credentials appeiir I 

to be in a~ceptable order. Senate Ma• 
jority Leader Howard Baker, of Ten• 
nessee, Judiciary Committee Chair­
man Thurmond, R-S.C., and 
conservative elder statesman Sen. 
Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz, are all en­
thusiastic supporters. Liberals are 
relieved since they initially see 
O'Connor as a mainstream conserva­
tive who will likely be less venture­
some than a Justice Rehnquist. (The 
liberal nightmare is a court com­
posed of nine Justice Rehnquist~.) 

The pro-Reagan senators and tl1e 
liberals present an unbeatable com­
bination. But in their desire to iso­
late the. rabid O'Connor opponents, 
they run the risk of neglecting and 
undermining their constitutional 
advise-and-consent dµties Wliich re 
quire that the confirmation process 
be thorough. 

Nomin~~!I 11WU1ked'' Through 
Not since Presiqents K~nnedf and 

Johnson fiJleq vacanci~s to the 
Court have the president ana tl}e 
Senate been of the same politici:11 p11r, 
ty. ln the 1960~ the Senate ettber 
"winlteg" appoiptees through or 
bloclced oni:i by fiijbustering it fo 
death. ~ny flll~ustet on ,11e O'/;on­
nor appointmept wpuli:l be ~ome,. 
thing more than outrageou~. There's 
no excuse for standing in the Sen­
ate's schQolyar«;l dool' iUltl prev~ntr 
ing a vote • .aut tqe en{! All§ an 
equal respoqstgllf W ,to ovt,d! a 
high §tapdard of coµfirnul06n re• 
view and not pass \lf~ i!rn;l ap­
pointment§ pntorthe Supr~m Coµ11t 
m perfunctory manner. · 

Senators should insist thE!t three 
confirmation practices be followed: 

(J.) Confirmation is a f!J ri'lijl pro-
" 0 an, ,ittor: a ex shhu1 



Nomine~s "Wtnk·e~~; Through . . 
· Not s1nce Presidents Kennedy-and 
Johr:>,~O~ filled va~~n"ctrs. t9 the 
Court have tpe president · and the 
Senate b~en of .the same political p11r­
ty. In the · 19~0~ ,the Senate either 
-"wilikedt'• appointees through or 
blocked! on:~• 'by Hlibustering it fc? 
death. 4ny: fi1tbuste F;.- on !Jle 0 ~<:;on: ,, 
nor apP,QirtJnr13~t w.91:1ld 1 ~e",some~ 
thtng inore th~n 9utr_ag,~ouey. There's 
n9 excuse f orfst~ndmg 1n; tlw· ~.en­
ate's schq9,Jyard _doo! ,and ·_p,r~y~nt1 ✓ 
in~ a vpte;. · El\! t the · Senate J}as •an~ 
eq1,1alJ responsjbihty~ o 1ivovide a '\ 
high ,i t~ndard/of '~Goµfir~ati9,n"' re- }: 
vjew ·· aqd .no't , pass ' liJeiime ·• llP- · 
poinfnieprs:.ontMhe Sijpreme Cou1.<t it, 
m perfunctory manner. ; 

Senators should insist that 'three 
confirn;iation practices. be followed·:i ;, 

. (1.) ·<;Jonfirmation is a fWril!Jl pro­
ces~s. The attqrn~y.;. 1g~1;1~ral &hoµld\.;• 
subst~ntjate what 111 Judg'e O'Con­
nor's r~cord and ciireer ma~~-)ler , 
,distinctly qualifi~d-for this high 'ap-'-f. 
pointment. As part of the formality 
of t~e 'confir,m_attq~, p~o9e~s1.r· fH .. 
mee.tmg~ between seni)t0rs, tl).e1r 
aides and Judge O'Connor should"be 
in a (public hearing setting. T.he, iI!,•· .. 
dependence, and, ~peai:l{nc . ,of: in-k 
depe11de11ce'. of tile·· appointee-•m-ust 
be preserved. . · . • · :.. :r · 

(2.) The vote "''shouM""•/riht ~be 
rusheg. There shou.lq .~f #mple ~!Ille 
to examme the nommee's retard , 
carefqlly. f\n unhurried process will 
not prevent Ju~gf:! O'Coµnor from 
sitting in the Court's fa}t term. Nei­
ther the ,Judiciary Committee nor 
the Se~ a!1t1~h,gu~d VO~~ Of! t1le -99~i­
natiOI} un fji a(t~~ t~e · summer · re-. 
cess. By n<;>t rushmg, the Senate em­
phasizes prudence: mistakes; once· 
made, cannot be corrected. 

·(3.) The committee' should issue a 
report tot . e full Senate. This should 
help define the key issues for each 
Senator. Ai report builds .on- the re­
cord established in the formal hear­
ings. It eP.!1.bles the Senate to 109,k at 
the nominee's overall recorcl. Judge 
O'Connor should be approved or re­
jected on,her total record, not on any 
one vote c_ast as a legislator or any 
one decision handed dqwn· as trial 
or appellate judge. 1 

· Special Place 
Supreme Court appointments 

have a special place in our system 
of self-government. They fall outside 
of t)le daily din and clamor of ordi­
nary po!iti~s. In a government with 
_limited powers, governIIlent itself 
has a responsibility not to violate in­
dividual rights. The Constitution, 
because it is supreme, must prevail 
if it conflicts with other- laws. Our 
Supreme Court sets legal standards 
for our shared American values,.and 
therefore it~ justices must be impar-
tial and fair. · · 

The soundness of . the confirma-­
·tion procedures goes to the· heart of 
attaining thes~ Iofty and practical 
principles . . By meeting its advise­
and-consent responsibilties, the Sen­
ate is putting the president on.notice 
that the search for Supreme Court 
justices should be wide: A sound con­
firmation process will help keep the 
president free of single-inter.est 
pressures when he fills the ne·xt va­
cancy, and will aid the president in 
selecting conservatives who· are in­
dependent and fair . 

David Cohen is-the immediate past 
president of Common Cause who 
currently i~ developing a report on 
the future directions of the public 
interest movement for the ,Dyson 
and Wallace-Murray Foundation$. · 

- t · 
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:,WASHINGTON, July 15 (UPI) - As 
President Reagan predicted her conflr­
m\ilon by the Senate, Judge Sandra 
O,y O'Connor ot Arizona met key sena­
tors today in a continuation other effort 
to be approved as the first woman on the 
Supreme Court. 
~IP a 111eetlng at the White House, the 

President indicated he believed Mrs. O!­
CQllnOr would will early confirmation, 
llMrs. O'Connor Is here making COi.if• 

te(Y Cllls on the Hill," he said dunng a 
pieture,,taklng session in the R~Gllf· 
d~. "We look forward to ha~ her 
he11epermanently.'1 

Mr. Reagan did not answer Wh8JJ 
asked whether he had discussed the 
isllie pt. abortion with Mrs. O'Co11119r 
during a July I meeting a week before 
~Jfi!Ctjon was apnO\IJlced. 

-.Jydge O'Connor's schedule W!lS less 
crbwded today, to give her time for 
loger, meeting$ with members of the 
Sellf~udlclary ComQliltee. 

Both Senator Charles Mee. Mathias 
Ji:: , Republican of Maryland, and Sena­
to ~ Orrin Hatch, Republican of Utah, 
sala after meetings with Jqdge O'Con­
nqr tMt t!ley th011Jbt stie Would be ap,; 
p~ved. 

According to The As!iOO!ated 
Press, Senator ,Mathlq, a moderate 

;
en at odds With conservatives on 
comn\lttee, said he learned during 
40,minute meeting wl~ Mrs. 0'. 

Gonnor thai she believes Supreme 
<:Dutt juatices shOllld f1>Uow existing 
High Court rulings, includlhg those on 
@ortlon. 
~ "Sile made It clear she would apply 
tl'e law,'' he said. "We were in total 

' imreement. "] 

ust where Mrs. O'Connor stands on 
a11>rtion has become a rallying point for 

opposing her nomination to re­
ce Justice Potter Stewart, who has 
red, A "March tor Life" demonstra­

tta,i greeted her today at capitol Hill. 
,i,\fter a meeting yesterday, Senator 

J:lpnls· DeConclnl, Democrat of Ari, 
zt!'ll, ~d that she !lad assured him she 
ogposeci abortion. · 
..Sut Cal Thomas, a vice president of 

~ral Majority, said that the conserva­
Ove group \'\'as still concerned ab.®r(_,_. __ __.,.._-=.,._·=~==='-=~ :__.- -....,,,,,,,,,.,......_.. 
~- O'Connor's votes on the lssqe as an 
}(rlzona legislator. }Je denied assertions 
~t the organization would fall Into line 
~nd the President's choice. 
• 'Until the 1egitlma,te concerns ot 

J!bss-roots Americans are answered, 
tie personal credibility of Jµdge O'Con­
rt!r and the confidence of the American 
people in the Supreme Court will be In 
jl>J>ardy," he said. 

Meantime, a spokesman for the Fed­
tfal Bureau of Investigation Indicated 
tpt the agency's Phoenix office had 
cf!mpleted a .background Investigation 
al Mrs. o iconnor. The President will 
slnd the official nomination to the Sen­
,..._"""" he i:ecelve.q the flna burea 



THE WASHINGTON STAR Thursday, July 16, 19tU . 

O'Connor Gets· High Marks in· Meetings With ·sena 
. . . 

• vative fires - if there aPe any - have pretty much 

Quick Confirmation Seen quelled.'' ' 
.The diminution of potential opposition to 

B P "d t Sen La' xalt O'Connor was, in effect, summarized by Hatch, y resl en , . who said he was "very happy" with the support 
By Allan Dodds Frank the judge has received fr0m the president and the 

man once known as "Mr. Conservative," Sen. 
Washington Star Starr Writer ' Barry . Goldwater, R-Ari;.i .' 

views of judges are not as irtlportant 
that the judges apply ,the law," Math 

· certainly W/lS impressed with her graSP, 
ious aspects of the law ranging from 
ties, civil rights, through to the crim 
the questions of conflicting jurisdictio 
and federal courts. She has a good g 
issues Hiat a justice of the Supreme Co 
confronted with.'' · Sandra D. O'Connor continued her march to- "We were in total agreement that the personal 

ward confirmation as the nation's first female Su- , ========--"""'-- .....:i-. ...... _ _ =====:::.:=========::::;::d 
preme Court justice as she visited senators again ., 
yesterday and reeeived high marks from those 
who will be voting qn her nomitiation. 

She described her visits to Capitol Hill as being 
"very helpful to n\e to begin to identify the issues 
and areas of concern." , 

Most senators said they had confined their talks 
to general issues, such as the role of judges in 
upholding the law and the neecl to uphold the 
Constitution. 

With two White House officials accomp11nying 
her, O'Connor visited seven senators yesterday 
arid came away with pledges of support from Judi­
ciary Committee members Charles McC. Mathias 
Jr., R-Md.; Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, and Alan K. 
Simpson, R-Wyo., as well as Sen. R4dy Boschwitz, 
Ind-R-Minn. Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, R-Kan., made 
no public statement but is expected to support 
O'Connor, who is a friend of hers. Both Iowa sen­
ators met her but reserved endorsement of her 
nomination. 

O'Connor also talked about her experiences as 
a legislator and her love for hiking and camping. 
Simpson discussed with the Arizona Appeals 
Court judge their mutual experiences as state leg-
islative majority leaders. · · 

Boschwitz asked O'Connor about preparations 
she, her three sons and her lawyer,-busband are 
making for the move from Phoenix. She told him 
she was concentrating on her Senate 'visits and 
preparing for the hearings. 

"Sne said they were doing one thing at a time," 
Boschwitzrecalled, "and I told her it was likely 
she was going to be confirmed so she'd better 

, starting thinking" about moving to Washington. 
The White House aides left almost all the talk­

ing to O'Connor, Boschwitz said. "I met a woman 
of great intellectual capacity .. .. She also gave 
me the impression of a person not easily reined 
in." The two Iowa senators, Republicans Charles 
E. Grassley and RogeF W. Jepsen, s•aid they were 
impressed by O'Connor's command of th'e la)V and 
her stnict constructionist view of interpr,eti!)g the 
Constitution. 

Both Iowans suggested that O'Connor's position 
on abortion, Which has been the supject of much_ 
dispute and speculation, was still of concern to 
them. Jepsen, one of the mQst avid anti­
abortionists in the Senate, said O'Connor had not 
really discussed the issue with him but he expect­
ed it to come up at the confirmation.hearings in 
Se~m~~ · 

Jepsen added, "I d_o not expect her to do any-
!~i~g .e~cept reflect w he nresictent of thP. 



' 

Connor Gets Righ Marks in · Nieetings With Senator~ 
• • vauve fires - 1f there are.any - have pretty much views of judges are not as important as the fac 

ck Conf1rmat1on Seen quelled.". . . . . , . that the judges apply the law," Mathias said. " 
, , .The d1mmut!on of potential . oppos1t1on to , certainly was impressed with her grasp of the va 

resident Sen Laxalt O'Conn?r was, In effect, summar:1zed by Hatch, ious aspetts of the law ranging from civil Jibe 
I • wh~ said he was :•very happy" wit~ the support ties, civil rights, through to the criminal case 

By Allan Dodds Frank the Judge has received from the president and the the questions of conflicting jurisdictions of sta 
washtng1on Star Stall Writer , man once known as ".M,r. Conservative," Sen. and federal courts. She has a good grasp of t 

a D. O'Connor continued her march to-
firmation as the nation's first female Su­

:ourt justice as she visited senators again 
ay and received high marks from those 
II be voting on her nomination. 
escribed her visit to Capitol Hill as being 
ilpful to ri\e t0 begin to identify the issues 
as of concern." 
·enators said they had confined their talks 
ral issues, such as the role of judges in 
ng the law and the need to uphold the 
tion. 
wo White House officials accompanying 

'onnor visited seven senators yesterday 
away With pledges of support from Judi­

pimittee members Charles McC. Mathias 
il.; Orrin Gr Hatch, R-Utah, and Alan K. 

R-Wyo., as well as Sen. Rudy Boschwitz, 
, n. Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, R-Kan., made 
c statement but is expected to support 
, who is a friend of hers. Both Iowa sen­

t her but reserved endorsement of her 
on. 
or also talked about her experiences as 

or and her love for hiking and camping. 
discussed with the Arizona Appeals 

/ge their mutual experiences as state Jeg­
najority leaders. 

itz asked O'Connor about preparations 
three sons and her lawyer-husband are 
or the move from Phoenix. She told him 
concentrating on her Senate visits and 

for the hearings. 
'd they were doing one thing at a time," 
zrecalled, "and I told her it was likely 
going to be confirmed so she'd better 
hinking" about moving to Washington. 
~ite House aides left ajmost all the talk­
onnor, Boschwitz said. ''I met a woman 
tellectual capacity .. . . She also gave 
pression of a person not easily reined 

wo Iowa senators, Republicans Charles 
?Y and Roger W. Jepsen, said they were 
, by O'Connor's command of the law and 

onstructionist view of interpreting the 
on. 
ans suggested that O'Connbr·s position 

n, 'fhich has been the subject of much _ 
d speculation, was still 6f concern to 
sen, one of the most avid anti-

·ts in the Senate, said O'Connor had not 
ussed the issue with hini but he expecf• 
me up at the confirmation hearings in 

dded, ''I do not expect her to do any­
ept reflect what the president of the 
tes has said he stands for and what is 
ublican platform." O'Connor began yes-
osing for photographers in the White 

e Garden with President Reagan, Vice 
eorge Bush and Attorney General Wil­

ch Smith. 
sident predicted that O'Connor will be 

quickly, a view secomlecj outside the 
se br, his close friend on the Senate Ju- , 

Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. issues that a justice of the Supreme Court will 
"We were in total agreement that the personal confronted with." 
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71 Supreme Court nominee Sandra D, O1Coppo1 'f sterday declined to provic\e s~cifi9 wwers to 

· ~•• nators lqquifing about her views op the Su-
, ., reme Court's ~ lipgs Qtl abortion. 
• &-: Thus, after two (fays of politicking on Capitol 

11ill, her views on the one issue that h~ stirred 
controvlrsy about her nomination remained un-

•: 1 own outside of her comments Tuesday.that she 
" js personally opposed to abortion. • .. 
· ,v O'Connbr told those who asked for more details' 

• ,1 that she felt it inappropriate to comment oh apy 
, u •1J1peoifio co\zj deoisio~ 
, b .. Her responses on : all substantive issues were 
•: •:N~e during the day. She told Sen. Charles McC. 
•!' 'J(!Mat}uas (R-Md.), a Judiciary Commit~ member, 
·· l'oiha the Constitution was a "wonderful dOC\I• 

men ." She di~ussed camping in the Grand Te­
-.,11~ns with Sen. Alan K, Simpson (R-Wyo.). And 
, .,lahe remain~d tight-lipped with reporters, even 

· •.: whllP trapped for a mo~ent with them in 1111 el 
;;: evator that refused to stop at the proper floor . 

. ·! · Sens, Roger W. Jepsen (R-Iowa) and Ch!ll'les E. 
· Grassley (R-Iowa), both staunch anti-abortionists, 

1 • said they remained uncommitted on how to vote 
on her nolninatiorl after chatting with her yester­

,if tiday. "She doesn't want {to go onto the bench and 
, .-be disqualified for giving her opinions ahead of 
✓ .. :.time," Jepsen said. 1 

, O'Connor began her day at the White House 
.. where she met with President Reagan for an hour. 
':, !'We're delighted .to have her here and look for-
1 )Viard to when she'll be here, you might say per-
'"":manently," Reagan said. · 

Reagan 1oined leaders of both parties in pre­
. '· dieting coqfirmation without difficulty for the first 

•• Woman Supreme Court nomi!1ee. 
Meanwhile, the Moral Majority yesterda, dis­

:., puted press accounts indicating that the gf()Up is 
•• •; @c~ing away from its early position that the 

-'nomination of O'Comwr was a. "m~~e." 
• "Our P-_<!Slti9n has not ohapged anyf- Mqrhl Ma-

jority spokesn'lan Cal Tho as sal n J1>1no0 -

......,_ ....... ~:.i 

rhe ~ h 1 'rstrY> r6:s r· 
* -~ 
lho ,--s do._L{ > U u..l '-1 I (,' 1 4 8'/ 
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Smile, You're on Capital Camera 

. . 

By FRANCIS X. CLINES 

\ 
SpeclaltoTheN-Yorl<Tlm• 

WASHINGTON, July 14- Self-gov­
ernment seeqied in danger of degener­
ating into one vast photo opportunity 
on Capitol Hill today as some of the • 
longest-smiling politicians in the land 
crossed paths and camera lenses in a 
daylong scramble for attention. 

President Reagan led the parade, 
seeking what was widecy- conceded to 
be free television news time to .. press 
for his tax cut bill on the eve of Senate 
debate. He visted the Senate's Repub­
licans Jor lunch in the Mansfield 
Room, denouncing the rival Demo­
cratic tax cut plan. As the Senators 
chewed and stared, whispered and 
back-slapped, the 'President smiled 
through the ·massed whirr of camera 
shutters. He appeared as confident 
and pink-cheeked as the portrait of 
George\Washington that watched over 
the gathering, a study in enigmatic 
curiosity Je~ fm: the ages ,by Gilbert 
Stuartan" Washington. 

The newest smilelil town belonged 
toJudge~DayO'Connor, the Su­
preme Com:t noniiriee, who visited 
Co~ioruil leaders and members 
of the Senate .Judicianr Committee 
who will sit in juagement of her. She 
proved up to the rigorous task of never 
being caught unsmiling by a backpe­
da~ orife of :photqgraphers 'arid 
television camera crews that?tracked 
her lrom office to office as she shared 
the lamplight and gaveach seantor a 
photo Qpportunity of his own. 

Judge O'Connor seemed the match 
of any . elected professional in town, 
holding 'her smile :until the last of 
scores of lenses was fully lowered 
after she posed with Senator Strom 
Thurmond, 1he chairman of the Judici­
ary Committee. 

Elephants anilNuclear Missiles 
"More cameras .in :Washington than 

anywhere," Mr. Thurmond, a South 
Carolina Republican, told Judge O'­
Connor as they smiled together. near 
an office mantle "bedecked with small 
models of elephants and nuclear mis-
sil~. . 

By far the most Qutsized photo op­
portunity, long anticipated by the 
camera corps, never quite happened 
as the House and Senate began the 
largest joint conference in the con­
gressional history - 72 senators, 160 
representatives arrayed in 44 subcon­
ferences - but not all together in the 
sameroom. . 

"We don't know where we could do 
that,., Senator Pete V. Domenici, the 
chairman of the conference, told dis­
appointed photographers who had ex­
pected a vast bazaar of preening law­
makers in a scenario worthy of Fellini". 

Instead, across a long table of green 
felt, 1he two houses offered their top 17 
c<>Qlerees, with the top four of those 
to~ getting the first round of picture 
posing and with the others left to fend 
for themselves. Several of them did, 

interrupting the New Mexico Republi­
can afterbe bad asked that there be no 
separate remarks, obviously working 
hard for a newsworthy quote or a 
photogenic gesture. 

The Father of the Bride 
Even by Capitol Hill standards, 

today was a remarkable binge of pos­
ing, with swarms of tourists popping 
their Polaroids and Instamatics as 
Judge O'Connor moved past on the 
arm of Senator Bany Goldwater, who 
smiled like::the'.father of the bride. At 
one point as the lamplight let up be­
tween Judge O'Connor's "stations of 
opportunitr," she squeezed his tinged; 
as if for sustenance, and gave a grate­
ful glance at ~tor Goldwater, the 
Arizona Republican who is one of her 
leading adv.oca.tes. · 

The only electea official who seemed 
not to want llis picture taken today was 
Senator,Harrison A. Williams Jr., who 
sat quietly and stoically amid U tele­
vision monitors es the Select Commit­
tee on Ethics began his Senate trial, 
playing tapes of his conversations in 
the Abscam case for the public in a be­
dimmed hearing room. 

The New Jersey Democrat, already 
convicted of corruption in the criminal 
courts, just stared·ahead as the metal­
lic voices and dim shades of 1he 1)8St 
were summpned onto the screens, 

/ preceded by an odd logo announcing: 
"A production of Futureview Inc., 
Washington, D.C." • 

Petitionen and Pickets Cleared 
Mr. Williams's seat in the Senate -

the source of all photo opportunities -
was at stake, and he sat unsmiling, 
facing eight senators who wore head­
sets, watching them watch him on te­
levison. 

On the steps of the Capitol, the Re­
public's usual assortment of petition­
ers and pickets had been cleared by 
th~ building guards in preparation for 
the visits of Mr. Reagan and Judge O'­
Connor. Tourists thus lost what on 
most other days is one of their favorite 
photo backdrops, the life-sized plastic 
statues of Jesus and a lamb stationed 
there by a quiet petitioner who obvi­
ously believes that the capitol is too 
godless to s uit he r . Instead, visitors 
were offered the sight of live demigods 
leaving and entering limousines and 
Capitol offices. 

At one point, the photo entourages 
within the Capitol created a corridor­
traffic lock. A lawmaker hurrying to 
get to Senator Domenici 's joint -budget 
conference was stopped along with 
everyone else by bulding guards. 

"You can't go past,•• a guard said. 
"Judge O'Connor is in1hearea and it's 
sealed off." 

"But I've got to get past," the law- · 
maker insisted. Moments later, the 
judge _passed in a cloud of light and the 
corridor reopened. 



The Judge 
·Gets Rave 

Reviews 

On the Hill 

By Fred l3arbash 
Washington Post Staff Wrjter 

Supreme dourt nominee 
Sandra D. O'Connot went poli­
ticking on Capitol Hill yesterday, 
expressing her opposition to abor­
tion and winning a . prediction 
from the leadership that she will 
be confirmed without difficulty. 
- The Moral Majority also 

backed away from its earlier op­
position, acknowledging that con­
firin~h ls itiev~ble. "We 
sho~d have shut up ~d not said 
anything," said spokesman Cal 
Thomas. "We are \YOrking very 
hard to fall in line behind the 
president." 

The._ l,us._~; -6o ~ t- Though other anti-abortion 
_ _. _________ _ ,.., 

1 
ou s held fast yesterda' nev-

erything 'began to fall in place for' 
the nomination. O'Connor, care­
fully briefed and accompanied by 

· a flying wedge of Reagan admin­
istration officials, made her way 
from office to office for brief chats 
and photo sessions. 

After ea~h stop, a senator 
would generally emerge to · say 
how impressed ·he was with 
O'Connor. Then, trailed by about 
60 reporters, camera technic1ans; 
sound crews and police officers, 
she would go off to ~he next place. 
Publicly, she would. only say that 
the day was going "wonderfully." 

"I'm just going around to have 
a chance to say hello, face to. face," 
she said. "1 understand it's tradi­
tional." 



~ By James K.W. Atherton - The Washington Post 

Judge O'Connor, accompanied by Attorney General Smith, center, calls on Judiciary Committee Chainnan Thurmond. 
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The Judge. 
Gets Rave 

Reviews 

On the Hill 

By Fred Barbash 
Wasl'llngton ,Post Stat! Wr!ter , 

Sµpreme Court nominee 
Sandra D. O'Conn01: went poli­
ticking on Capitol Hill yesterday, 
expressing her oppositiQn to abor­
tion and winning a . prediction 
from the leadership that she will 
be confirmed without difficulty. 
. The Moral Majority also 

backed away from its earlier op­
position, acknowledging that con­
fuhi~ttoM ill ih't!viiable. "We 
should have shut up ~d not said 
anything," said spokesman Cal 
Thomas. "We are working very 
hard to fall in line behind the 
president." 

The.. L.Dr,...-sA, -{r, ft::6 t- Though other anti-abortion 
. 

1 ~'t "J k,... groups held fast, yesterday nev-
/,,ve..a..f!e__ ~, l'---Dt.> '-'-f c:> ertheless looked like the day ev-

,., 

erything began to fall in place for' 
the nomination. O'Connor, care­
fully briefed and accompanied by 
a flying wedge of Reagan admin­
istration officials, made her way 
from office to office for brief chats 
and photo sessions. 

Af~r ea~h stop, a senator 
would generally emerge to · .say 
how impressed ·he was with 
O'Connor. Then, trailed by about 
60 reporters, camera technicians,· 
sound crews and police officers, 
she would go off to the next place. 
.Publicly, she would. only say that 
the day was going "wonderfully." 

"I'm just going around to have 
a chance to say hello, face to face," 
she said. "I understand it's tradi-

. tlonal." · 
See O'CONNOR, A6, Col. 1 

-1\-· - 1 • ,..,,...--------=-----.......;-..;.,..,.:_ _____ ~ 



Ii ~:· "·age Goes I_>oliticl\/ing 
Among Capitol Hill Voters 
" . O'CONNOR, From Al '1 ly with Thµrmond, Senate Majority 

Privately, however, both O'Con- Leader Howard H. Baker Jr. (R­
nor and the Reagan adniinistration Tenn.), Minority Leader Robert C . 

. were moving fast to defuse the abor- Byrd (I).:W, Va.), House Speaker 
tion issue. Sen. Dennis DeConcini Thomas P. (Tip) O~eill Jr. (D­
(D-Ariz.~; a Judiciary Committee Mass.), Senate Judiciary Committee 
member, said she discussed abortion · members DeConcini and Joseph R. 
with him and with Sen. Strom Thur- Biden Jr. (D-Del.), House Minority 
·mood (R-S.C.), Judiciary chairman. 'Leader Robert H. Michel (R-Ill.)-

"She reasserted what she had told and other house Republicans, and 
me last week. She -said .she was op- her friend, Sen. Barry Goldwater (R, 
posed to abortion". . Ariz.). 1 

' It was also learned ·yesterday that I The half-hour with Thurmond 
Reagan political aides were telling was probably the longest encounter 
conservatives that she believes abor-

. tion regulation is .a "legitimate sub- of the day. "I would judge that she 
would be confmned," Thurmond 

ject" for legislation at tbe state level. said afterward. "I've heard very little 
According to Young Americans for opposition to :'her around the Hill. 

Freedom officials James V. Lacy and She's a very impressive 1ady. She has 
Bob Heckman, White. 'House aide excellenf. credentials. I expect to 
Lyn Nofziger, at a meeting last support'.her." 
Wednesday, displayed a summary of 1 

the president's conversation with 'i'hurmond and Baker said it 
O'Connor to illustrate her position. would be difficult to hold confirma-

Heckman quoted the summary as tion hearings by the end -of July, as 
. saying O'Connor finds "that abortion the administration requested. Both 
regulation is a legitimate subject for said the process probably would 
legislation." Nofziger, who could not begin after the August re.;:ess. 
be reached for comment, reportedly The Moral Majority's half-turn on 
added the or "state" in elaborat- · the O'Connor nominati9n followed 
ing on the summary. its confrontation last week with 

That is about as specific as the Goldwater, who . said that "every 
White House has been in describing good Christian should kick Jerry 
,her views. It is not necessarily incon- Falwell in the ass" for Falwell's op-
sistent with the Supreme Court's h · · 
1973 abortion ruling, which allowed position to t e nommatlon. 
the states to regulate abortions after "The PR fallout baa been incred-
the first three months of pregnancy. ible," Falwell spokesman Thomas 

O'Connor's day began at the Jus- said yesterday. He said the group 
· tice Department, where she met with had been assured that "some of our 

Attorney General William French friends in the Senate, conservative 
Smith and his . aides. O'Connor, members, will be asking questions of 

' · Smith aides and two White House Judge O'Connor that had concerned 
lobb,~ts, Max L. iedersdorf and ' us .... We are working very hard 
Po~ll A. Moore, t~ met separate- : to fall in behind the resident," 

111< 

-
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'J'he N"' Yoi:k Tlrn.,./D. Q!Jrtlll'I ' 

UNACCUSTOMED AS THEY WERE: Judge Sandra 
Day O'Connor wu certainly the flnt woman to pay 
courtesy calls In a quest for confirmation u a Supreme 
Court Justice. Senator Strom Thurmond certainly bad 

not bad such a caller before. But the ritual seemed to 
work: "I think she'll be confirmed," the Senator said. 
"I ezpect to support her." And Attorney General WII- ' 

· 11am Freacb Smith did, acting u pide. Page Alt. 
\ -'--"-=~~= ~ , 

• ... photograpners lllllCNr-rin""·.,.,=• •"'"'""0 ""'••..,., ... _ .... a"""' -and--,,..,ti"""gh~"t""".1.,...ipped-... , .. J""ud""g-e""'O,..,'c=C.--onno--r-ga- v-,-e 
,., ",,O'Connor visited, among others, clipped, controlled responses to even 
,·: -Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, the most Innocuous questions. 

chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
• ,· .Committee·, Senators Barry Goldwa- What had she and Mr. Smith dis-

- · cussed? · 
, .• ~rand Dennis DeConcini from her na- "We're planning my ,chedule for 

1 ,· ,tive Arizona; R~resentatlve Thomas the week, .. she said evenly. . • 
.,. P, O'Nelll Jr. of Massachusetts, the How does she feel about her trip to 
, ; , peaker of the House, and Representa- the Hill? 

tlve Robert H. P,!ichel of Illinois, the "It's a great pleasure to have the op- / 
,•~ ~ouse minority leader. • portunity to meet with so rriany distin-

'lt Could Be Unanimous' gµished members of the Senate." 
• · ·Here is hat they said : , Does she feel a bit like a debutante, . 

' . , Senator Thurmond, whose commit- belni introduced to all these people? , 
. ; t"9 will hold hea,rings on her nomina- "No, I don'tfeelllke a debutante." 

4 . -..2.. -· -· !.i._ ,___ __ --



Judge :O'Conllor Makes 
Court-.esy Call on Capitol 

By LYNN ROSELUNI ,Jo.u 

1 e • Special to TIie New York Tlmta 

~ ,; : WASHINGTO N, July 14 - 5andra tion by President Reagan: "I think 
•~·Day O'Connor s ~t down between Sena- she'll be confirmed. I expect to sup-

· ''J!' tors Howard H i. Baker Jr. and Robert port her." 
, ~1-C, Byrd this afternoon and immedl- Senator Baker: "It could be unani-

s.tely scored e political point. mous." 
"Senator I yrd," Judge O'Connor Senator Byrd: "I intend to support , 

, , :,said, address Ing the minority leader, a her. I was much impressed." 
'"-":man who cori 1Siders flimself an author- Senator DeConcinl: "She told me 
~t ~lty on the Si :enate, "tell me a litUe she was opposed to abortion, and 
• :;- ,bout the hisl.: tory of this great institu- that'senoughtosaUsfyme." 
,;~.tton." · Judge O'Connor herself was saying 
o:,: : Senator a, lker, the majority leader, little in public about her nomination. 
1,..- ,,\)ro~e in~~ Aughter, saying, "Judge, She acknowledged, for example, that 

~ you don t know what you've just her position on abortion was a "very 
':. ,raskedl" sensitive subject," but she declined to · . 

,-, SenatllJr Byrd just smiled. Then he ~ anti-abortion groups' criti­
"~ated Judge O'Connor, not on dsms of votes she cast while, a state 

" : ti,r rllOmtnation to the Supreme Court SenatorinArizona. 
: ,_,bu.t, on her confirmation by the Senate, Plunlna Strateg 

"which lfeel will be f~rthcoming." On arrival terda 'from Phoenix .... ., . Tbe ,. __ Ritual yes y ' 
• · : ~ --•~ Judge O'Connor was driven d1rec:tly to 
·•: ' ·~:- In her first afternoon on Capitol Hlll, the White House.for a meeting with the 

'· Judge O'Connor, who if · confirmed Attorney General and members of the 
~' ;

1would be the first woman to serve .on President's <;ongressional liaison staff 
· 'the Supreme Court, proved herself to plan strategy for the confirmation 
.. ~'.])!lrticularly adept at a peculiar Wash- process. 
· " ingtonritual: the courtesy call. At 9 A.M. today she was at the Jus­
➔ 'This is the custom that requires tice Department for a meeting with 
'. 09minees of the executive and judicial Mr. Smith and others that lasted four 
; ' branches to travel to Capitol Hill to hours. A spokesman ,said they dis­
~' 7,'woo members of the legislative cussed '?fhom on the Hill she should 
·' branch, particularly those who sit on call on, what she might be asked and 
~, '. tertinent committees. It is a time for what problems.might come up . 
• ., I smiles and handshakes, not for sub- While they were meeting, anti-abor-

stantive dlscussions. tion groups demonstrated against h,r 
,, .• ' .. It's ping just fine, thank you," nomination in front of the White 
· · ~ Judge O'Connor, of the Arizona Court House. Although she did not meet with 
~ · ·of Appeals, said as she breezed down a any Senators today who have voiced 
.,. "-tapitol hallway this afternoon, her concern about her nomination on the 
;:-; ileels clicking on the marble floor. On basis of this and other tssues, she is ex­
.p • ber right was William French Smith, pected to do so later in the week. 

the Attorney General. On her left was At one point this morning, Judge o•. 
Senator Baker. Connor and Mr. Smith emerged for a 

• · ; ·, Also accompanied by a mob of picture-taking session in a department 
•. ..photo~phers and reporters, Judge conference room. A~ nel'YOUS 

, • .. -.~O'Connor visited, among others, and tight-lipped, Judge O Connor gave 
,. ~ -Strom Thurmond of South Carolina clipped, controlled responses to even 
· chairman of the senate Judiciary the most innocuous questions. 

·,· Committee; Senators Barry Goldwa- What had she and Mr. Smith dis-
, : i.er and Dennis DeConcinl from her na- cussed? 
' ,tive Arizona· Representative Thomas "We're planning my $chedule for 

. , P, O'Nelll J~. of Massachusetts, the theweek,"shesaidevenly. . 
, ,: Speaker of the House and Representa- How does she feel about her trip to 
· -tive Robert H. Mich~! of Illinois the the Hill? 

.Jlouse minority leader ' "It's a great pleasure to have the op-
- • , · , · portunity to meet with soniany distin-

. _ It Could Be Unanimous gulshed members of the Senate.~• 
· ,.,. ·Here is what they said: Does she feel a bit like a debutante, 
.. Senator Thurmond, whose commit- beingintroducedtoall these·people? 

• : t~ will hold hearings on her nomina- "No, I don't feel like a debutante." 

.. 



. -

·: ~ ,~..-5c: mat she would he con­
firmed. " He said he was satisfied that 
O'Connor meets his most important 
st~ndard, that she "stand by the Con- . 
stttu t10n." 

Senate Majorit:Y Leader Howa~d 
.Baker, R-Tenn., said, "Unless there 
are new de~elopments, the Senate 
shoul,d confirm her smoothly and 
promptly. • .. . It could be unan­
imous, not one senator has commit-
ted agamst her." · 

.Cal Thomas, the spokesman f~r 
Moral Majorit:)(. who last ·week 
te~med the nomination "a mistake " 
s~id _yesterday, "We think the poten­
tial is there for the Moral Majority 
to suppo~t Judge O'Connor pending 

. further mformation. . .. Let's· not 
rus~' ~o judgment. ... We are still 
awaitmg further information about 
her aborti~n position and, pending 
the rece~t10n o~ that iµformation, 
we are wtthholdmg judgment," --------



By Allan Dodds fralik 
Washingt~n Star Staff Writer 

After one short day of informal 
campaigning on Capitol Hill, Su­
preme Court nominee Sandra D. 
O'Connor appeared almost certain to 
be confirmed by the Senate without 
major controversy. 

The 51-year-old Arizona Appeals 
Court judge received a friendly re- . 
ception and effusive praise from 
Serrate and House leaders who met 
her yesterday dn her "courtesy call" 
tour of Capitol Hill. 

More praise an'd publicity is ex­
pected today when O'Connor is in­
troduced to the press 'by President 
Reagan at the White House before 
she resumes her rounds of calls on 
senators tomorrow and 'Friday. 

After a half-hour meeting with the 
first woman ever nominated for the 
Supreme Court, Senate Judiciary 
Committee chairman Strom Thur­
mond, R-S.C., said, "She is a veriY im­
pressive lady, a very intelligent 
lady." . · · 

Thurmond said he told her there 
"was some opposition," but added, "I 
would judge that she would be con­
firmed." He said he was satisfied that 
O'Connor meets his most important 
standard, that she "stand by the Con­
stitution." 

Senate Majority Leader Howard 
Baker, R-Tenn., said, "Unless there 
are new developments, the Senate• 
shoul,d confirm her smoothly and 
p'romptly. . . . It could be mum­
imous, not one senator has commit-
ted against her." · 
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O'Connor Foes 
· Provide Lesson, 
For President 

Beyond the obvi­
ous significance to 
women of the nomi­
nation of Judge San­
dra O'Connor to the 
Supreme Court, the 
move - and the re­
action to it among 
conservatives -
provides valuable 
instruction to Presi­
dent Reagan about 
the truly effective 

, voices in his own 
, Republican Party. 
'1 For all the guard-
) ed criticism from 

Mr. Republican of 
the New Right, Sen. 

Jesse Helins and the huffing and 
puffipg of the professional uHracon­
servatives like Howard Phillips, II 
was the customarily bell-clear com­
ment of yesteryear's Mr. Conserva­
tive, Sen. Barry Goldwater, that cor­
rectly reflected the political 
ramifications. 

Speaking of the criticism by the 
Rev. Jerry Falwell, head of the Moral 
Majority, who questioned Mrs. 
O'Connor's views on abortion, Gold­
water quoth, "I think every good 
Christian ought to kick Falwell right 
in the ass." And, he a\lded, he simply 
didn't "buy that idea"thata true con­
servative could be defined on a sin• 
gle issue. 

Neither, apparently, do many con­
servatives. Despite the noise, there 
1s a clear consensus on Capitol Hill 
already that the O'Connor nomina­
tion will be confirmed easily, bar­
ring some unforeseen complication 
beyond her real or alleged_ views on 
abortion. And 1f so, the episode will 
provide another illustration of how 
little clout Helms and his associates 
really have on trµly important mat­
ters. 

It is a useful lesson for Reagan ear­
ly in an administration that has 
more critical objectives than the 
emotional issues on which Helms 
has made a political living. Not only 
is the New Right's bark worse than 
its bite; it may be helpful to Reagan 
in the long run to have a vocal ex­
tremist element in his own party. 

Helms himself brushes off sugges­
tions he may be a pnper tiger. "They · 
haven't been talking to anybody that 
knows anything about it," he says. 
But that assessment is a common one 
these days. 

• Jesse Helms," says one White 
House insider not unfriendly to the 
senior senator from North Carolina, 
"is like a guy who goes out onto the 
middle of the field at a football game 
with 80,000 people in the stands, _ 
pulls out a pistol and says, 'Give me 
your wallets.' " That is, he doesn't 

have the means politically 
force his threats. 

Helms, this same Insider notes, 
has no real constituency in the Sen• 
ate, and One prominent Republic~11 
senator observes: "Jesse \lo~sn 't Will 
many. He makes a lot of nQJse. ·!'\Jly• 
body can put a hold on a nomination 
(as Helms did with several State De­
partment nominees he didn't like) 
Not that many people iq the Senate 
are as conservative as Jesse Is. He 
puts a hold on a nomination, and the 
vote is 92-6. After he does that three 
or four times, he doesn't look too 
good." 

Another Republican ~enator, also 
a conservative, says Helms can be a 
problem for the White House Qn the 
O'Connor nomination "because if he 
decides to go after her, he'll go aftef 
her." But he says at the sa111e tlmQ 
that having Helms as a critical voice 
in the Senate can makll Reagan Sllem 
-all the more moderate. "I thinlt every 
administration needs a cu!ting ed, . 
ge," is the way still another GOP sen­
atpr puts it. · 

All this is not to say that Helms 
and the New Right are without le, 
verage in the Reagan administra­
tion. White House advisers art;, 
aware of Helms' ability to raise mon­
ey and tempers among conserva• 
rives, in the South particularly. And 
the president himself made a point 
of inviting Helms to the White House 
to discuss the nomination before -it 
was announced. But Helms is being 
dealt with more as somebody to be 
massaged, and neutr~l.ize~. than as 
a man with real, posmve mfluence 
on policy. 

"There's really nothing you can do 
about him," says another White , ( . 
House political aide. "The best way 
to deal with him is to leave . him 
alone:" 

A measure of Helms' relative iso­
lation in the Senate is the fact that 
two Republicans considered as con­
servative as he is, Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina, chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, and Or­
rin Hatch of Utah, both have indi• 
cated they expect to support O'Con­
nor, barring the unforeseen. Hatch 
echoed Goldwater in adding he has 
"real questions whether any single 
issue should be able" to keep some­
one off the Supreme Court. 

Although some Helms allies in the 
anti-abortion lobby are talking bold­
ly abput retribution against those 
who go along with this Reagan "s~ll­
out"_ of principle, others are facmg 
reality. 1'hey say they are makmg 
noise this time around in the hope 
that the president will think twice 
when the next Supreme Court vacan­
cy occurs. 

But the fact is that this time 
around, Reagan holds all the high 
cards. Too many politically astute 
Republicans in the Senate recognize 
that he has scored a political ten­
strike with the first appointment of 
a woman to the Court. They 11ren't 
about to let the abortion issue - or 
Jesse Helms - diminish the benefit 
to Reagan, and to the whole Repub­
lican Party. 

THEWASHINGTONSTAR Tue~y 14, 1981 

The Washington Star/WIii 

Supreme Court Justice-designpte Sandra Day O'Connor answers rep 
questi11ns on her arrivfl yesterday at National Airport. 

Court Nominee O'Conn 
To Visit Reagan, Senato 

By Allan Dodds Frank · 
Washington Star Staff Wnt'er 

Supreme Court nominee Sandra 
Day O'Connor arrived here yester­
day for a short round of courtesy 
calls on senators and a meeting with 
h~r No. J spoqsor; Pf!!Sident Reagan. 

The visit by O'Connor is designed 
by White House strategists to dimin­
ish tile chances that she might be 
given a rocky reception at her nomi­
nation hearings before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, perhaps in 
September. 

As the first woman nominated to 
the Supreme Court. O'Connor is ex­
pected to face little serious opposi­
tion in the Senate despite an outcry 
by some New Right groups, inclucl­
ing anti-abortionists and opponents 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

The opposition to O'Connor, 51, is 
based largely on assertions that she 
favored abortion and the ERA while 
she was in the Arizona Senate from 
1969-1974. She was elected tp the Ari-
2ona Superior Col\rt in November 
1974, began serving there in January 
1975 and was apppointed t1> the Ari­
zona Court of Appeals in 1979 by Gov. 
Bruce Babbitt. 

Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Arlz., who 
'has called O'Connor, "the mos con-

servative Republican I kno 
vowed a bitter fight if opposi 
her spills into the Senate. 

O'Connor was met ~t Natlo 
port yesterdayliby Attorney G 
William Frenc Smith and ta 
rectly to the Wjlite House fo 
r, Wliite House spot<!!Sman c 
'preliminary, get-to-know-yo 
sion. It involved Smith and me 
of the president's con!lression 
son staff charged witq sheph 
her nomination U1ro11gh the 

After staying with f11mily f 
here last night, O'Connor this 
ing was to meet with some 
House officials and the attorn 
eral before traveling to Capito 

Officials said O'Connor's 
state senators, Goldwater and 
crat Dennis DeConcini, will 
pany . her from the Justice D 
ment meetings to the Sena 
get-togethers with Senate M, 
Leader Howard Baker, Senate 
ity Leader Robert Byrd, D-W.V 
ate Judiciary Committee Chal 
Strom Thurmond, R-S.C., 11nd 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
bers. ' 

Tomorrow, O'CQnnor wi 
greeted by th!l president 
White House and lhtroduced 
to the-press. 
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Not that many people in the Senate 
are as conservative as Jesse is. He 
puts a hold on a nomination, and the 
vote is 92-6. After he does that three 
or, four times, he doesn't look too 
good." 

Another Republican senator, also 
a conservative, says Helms can be a 
problem for the White House on the 
O'Connor nomination "because if he 
decides to go after her, he'll go after 
her.• But he says at the same time 
that having Helms as a critical voice 
in the Senate can make Reagan seem 
-all the more moderate. •1 think every 
administration needs a cutting ed .. 
ge," is the way still another GOP sen. 
at.or puts it. • · 

All this is not to say that Helms 
and the New Right are without le­
verage in the Reagan administra• 
lion. White House advisers are 
aware of Helms· ability to raise tnon• 
ey and tempers among cons~rva­
tives, in the South particularly. And 
the president himse1f made ti point 
of inviting Helms to the White House 
to discuss th!! nomination before Jt 
was annoUllced. But Hetms ls being 
dealt with lnore as somebody to be 
massaged, and neutri1\ize4, than as 
a man with real, positive mfluence 
on policy . 

"There's really nothing you can do 
about him," says another White! r 
House political aide. "The best way 
to deal with him is to leave him 
alone." 

A measure of Hellns' relative iso­
lation in the Senate•is the fact that 
two Republicans considered as con-

. servative as he is, Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina, chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee,.a11d Or• 
rln Hatch of Utah, both have lndl· 

, cated they expect to support q;con• 
nor, barring the unforeseen. na~l\ 
echoed Goldwater lh,.addiftg, iii.Ma 
urea! qllestlons Wheth~r libt 111igle 
issue should be able" to keep some­
one off the Supreme Court. 

Although some Helms allies in the 
anti-abortion lobby are talking bold­
ly about retribution against those 
who go along with this Reagan "sell• 
out" of principle, others are facmg 
reality. They say they are making 
noise this time around in the hope 
that the president will think twice 
when the next Supreme Court vacan• 
ay occurs. 

But the fact is that this time 
around, Reagan holds all the high 
cards. Too many politically astute . 
Repu~icans in the Senate recognize 
that he has scored a political ten• 
strike with the first appointment of 
a wotnan to the Court. They aren't 
about to let the abortion itsue - or 
Jesse helms - diminish the benefit 
to Reagan, and to the whole Reput,. 
!lean Party. · 

. The Wui>Hlgtoh StartWillard Volz 

supreme Court Justice-designate Sandra Day O'Connor 9Nrers reporters' 
questions on her arrival yesterday at National Airport. 

Court Nominee O' nnor 
To Visit Reagan, Sen tors 

. . By Allan Dodds Fra!!k . 
Washlhglon Star Staff Writer 

Supreme Court nominee Sandra 
Day O'Connor arrived here yester­
day for a short round of courtesy 
call$ on senators and a meetirtg With 
~ il SPQhS~ l'l'eSident Rea&lltl, 

Mt'\iJ. o:t'llffl!.f> dl!~tl..~11 
lte Hlfuse strategists lb 'llftnin, 

ls the chances that she might be 
given a rocky reception at her nomi­
natlbn hearings before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, perhaps In 
September. 

As the first woman nominated to 
the supreme Court, O'Connor is ex­
pected to face little serious opposi• 
lion in the Senate despite an outcry 
by some New Right groups, incluil­
ing anti-abortionists and opponents 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

The opposition to O'Connor, 51, is 
based largely on assertions that she 
favored abortion and the ERA while 
she was in the Arizona Senate from 
1969-1974. She was elected to the Ari• 
zona Superior Court in November 
1974, began serving there In January 
1975 and was apppointed to the Ari• 
zona Court of Appeals In 1979 by Gov, . 
Btuce Babbitt. 

Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Arlz., who 
'has called O'Connor, "the most con-
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LETTERS TO THE EDI.~OR 
I ' ,I 

I 

The Nomination of Sandra D. O'Connon · · 1: 

The nomination of Sandra D. O'C~n- see followed in t~e future as Americans ' prelne Court today because women li~e 
nor to the Supreme Court was a very are finally realizing the vital position Orace Eddy dared to work hard to- He 
wise decision, The president has women hold in our country. It does, wha~ they wanted to ' b~lawyers'!L-
chosen her first because of her creden~ however, give me the chance to air ooe y(lars ago. 
tials and ability to perform a first-rate of my pet peeves, The Mol'al Majority 
public service. I quite fran~ly agree calls J1,1dge O'Connor "pro-abortioq." 
with Sen. Barry Goldwater's response No one to mY knowledge has ever b~en 
to the anti-abortionists' opposition- "pro-abortion." What we support is the 
specifically Jerry Falwell's-which was "pro-oh()ice" movement: that it is a 
so graphically put. I believe that any, person~! decision between a woman, 
one who focuses solely on her personal her docto.r and her God to continue a 
!;locial beliefs has an extremely narrow pregnancy or not, within the legal 
viewpoint. Her responsibility is not to trimesters of the pregnancy. Altho1.1gh 
legislate those beliefii or formulate I am, myiielf, anti-abortion, I feel it 
opinions based on political loyalty, but, wrong to thrust my morals on other 
as a memliet of the Supreme Court, women. 
only to interpret the already existing CYNTHIA DROGULA 
laws in a precise, unbiased and fair Washington 
manner. If there is a q1.1estion about 
her previousjudioial performance, then 
there is a need to express concern. 
Jerry Falwell deserves an awakening to 
the practical and primary require­
ments this position mandates. 

SUSAN E, KILGORE 
Annandale 

• 
Right on!-for the first Reagan ac-

tion I've approved of: the nomination 
of Sandra D. O'Connor to the Supreme 
Court. It is a precedent that, I hope to 

~ 

On July 7, when Judge Sandra Day 
O'Connor was nominated to the Su­
preme Oou'rt, a friend of mine was 
buried. GraQe Eddy, 91, beo11me a law­
yer when very few women did, She 
graduated from George Washington 
University Law School in the 19208 
and worked as a lawyer at the Inter­
state Commerce Commission for many 
years. She had to struggle because she. 
was a woman, but she loved her work. 
Judge O'Connor can serve on the Su, 

Chevy Ch11se . 
' . . • IJt 

. J was incensed ~y.The Post's Jul 0. 

headlin~ "Reagan N{\mes W9Jl11;!Il W 
Supreme Court," Mrs. O'Copno 's 
nomination was certainly .o_pe of ~r. 
Reagan's wise3t decision1rthua far, &sit 
indicates his. recognition of i1,1ielle , 
ability, objectivity agd ambition. The 
headline intimatils .that Mrs. 01Conqipr 
has been chOS'en as a token, female, mt 
iSl!ue Mr. Reagan has I been trying 
avoid and the public has- denounced. 

In fairness t.o Mrs. -O'Connor's ijlilJ­
ities as a justice, the headline mi~t 
have read: · ''Reagan Nam~\:! O'ConM'r 
to· Supreme Court." After all, wou!cfa 
headline _ ever read "~eagap N~ s 
Man to Supre!}le Court"? t 

DEBRA L. WEINSTEIN 
Rockville 

• 
I feel it ia ludicrous that !tome coh-

servatives are concerned about Mrs. 
O'Connor's possible future stands 
favoring abortion or the Equal Riglus 
Amendment. " 

Many reasonable men and women 
support issues based on freedom of 
choice, suoh as abortion, although they, 
personally, may not chose to support 
those measures in their own lives. We 
have given past and present Supreme 
Court justices our tru~t and confidence 
in interpreting_ the law without regard 
for personal prejudices. We should give 
Mrs. O'Connor that same respect. , 

Those who balk· at her nomination 
cannot posMbly find fault with her pa~t 
record or credentials. Could it perhaps 
be discrimination because of her sex? · 

- ' CAROL A. ETTERS 
Greenbelt 

• 
,, 

The furor that has erupted from die 
Moral Majority and other anti-ab~t· 
tion groups ov~r the nomioation · of 
,Judae O'Cion'nor. 'g i;ihoddn nd n 

t 
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• 
Right on!-for the first Reagan ac­

tion I've approved of: the nomination 
of Sandra D. O'Connor to the Supreme 
Court, It is a precedent that, I hope to 

and worked as a lawyer at the Inter­
sta~ Commerce Commission for many 
years. She had to struggle because she. 
was a woman, but she loved her work. 
Judge O'Connor can serve on th~ Su-
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• 
I feel it is ludicrous that i;ome coh-

servatives are concerned about Mrs. 
O'Connor's possible future · stands 
favoring abortion ,or the E4 al Rig~ 
Amendtneht. 

Many reasonable men and Women 
support issues based on freedom of 
choice, such as.abortion, although thlIY, 
personally, tnay rtot chose to support 
those measures In their own lives. We 
have given past and present Supreme 
Court justiclis our trust and confldtitice 
in lnterpretihg the law without regard 
fdr perso11al ptejudices. We l!hould give 
Mrs. O'Connot that same respect . 

.'Those who balk I af her 1161nination 
cannot pdssibly find fault with her p~t 
tec<>rd or ctedentiiils. Could It perh~~ 
be discrimination becaUBli ot her sex . 

CAttbt A, E~RS 

1 
Jud ~ ()i 81 C ng ,-,-..,.,c._..,.. 
pallit1g, 
· Their apoplectic ranti1:1gs on . e 

subject seem to be directed eq\.lally iit 
Judge O'Connor and President ~agi31f 
for an appointment In apparent vloj~· . 
tio~ of .a plank in the platform of ~e 
Repubhoat'\ Party that was adopted 1p 
1980, What president in . the hlstory..of 
this country has ever adhered stric.tly 
to the platform his party adopted? 
Nonel ·.' , 

I am not of the same political pers~a­
sion as either Judge O'Connor or Pttisl• 
dent. Reagan. However1 Judge O'Conrtof 
is a fine attorney, compassionate, U11<iftr• 
standing and, above all, hllfl that most 
important quality for !littlng on the 
bench-Impartiality, the prlcel~S$ ln­
gredient of justice. 

. MAXCOHEN 
Rockville 



Morris Udall 

'A Master Stroke' 
"Ariraona Judge Sandra O,Connot\ Nominated leaders and national spokesme11. I think part of 

for Supreme Court, Will Be First Woman Justice;,, the explanation is that· Arizona always has en-
the headlines say, and my phone rin~s a little more joyed a civilized kind of politics. Washington is 
these days. "Who Is she, what is she like, anti what ot\en confounded at the contras ta, but i:n Arizona, 
does this mean for the court and for the political It's taken for granted, The first wemah <lhlef Jus-
future of Ronald Reagan?" tlce of a state supreme Court was Lorna Lopkwood 

I'll try to shed some light. of Arizona. Sandra O'Connor was the first WOftlan 
I'm a lawyer and a fellow Arizonan, and while majority leader in a state legislature. Margaret 

I'm not a close friend of the .nominee, we are ac- Hance, the mayor 0f Phoenbt, was perhaps the 
quaintances. I know her through her reputation first female big city mayor in the country, or cer-
and her very successfol career in public service and' t.ainly one of the first. . . 
ai, a community leader. Sandra O'Connor and the Arizona Republicans 

When people as politically diverse as Barry ' in the -0orn1ervative group are not Moral Majority 
Goldwater, John Rhodes, Ted , " 

,., 

did Ford. But Ronald neagan said 
poin.t u woman, and he did. 

Johll East and Jerry Falwell will' 
to. Sandra O'Connor. But that Wo 
cause they'll make up with Reag 
anyWay, Where else would they go? 

O:n the other hand, the president, 
• has deflected criticism from liber 
women, two of his ,prlncipaJ arttago 
lence won't last forever, but the e 
dulled. 

Does the appointment of San 
bother me? No, it doesn't. My liber 

Kennedy and { can all support a ' 
Supreme Court nominee, lt)s "The 'appointmel'J,t of Sandra O,'Connor shows a 
~t tob:e ;;;!~:b1;h!utJ~ . flexibility, a bigness, that the Ronald Reagan 

might be Upset fi 
make a distipctio 
electoral process 
cial process. Ele 
who is conserv 
thing, but the pr , 
ing the c:ontrover 
before the Supr 
quite another. 
case, it's t)le abl 
stand and appl 
counts. Sandr 
competence in ~ 
not questioned. 

Right, the Moral Majority and · d , r, h / 
Phyllis Schlafly will go after her stereotype oesn l recognize. 1f S OWS a politica 
with a vengeance that is their J h d d 

! particular trademark. *avvy a assume W{JS not there. " 
Nevertheless, I expect Mrs. 

O'Connor will, and ought to-be, 
confirmed, 

To understand some of what 
I have to say, you must under­
stand some basic things about 
the Arizona Republican Party. 
A moderate Republican friend 
of mine told me in Tucson not 

_ long ago that the party had split 
into two camps: conservative 
and very conservative. "The 
very conservative believe noth­
ing should be done for the first 
t.hne," he said, "and the conser­
vatives believe that a few things 
should ~e done for the fjrst 
time, but not now." 

The point of this is that San­
dra O'Connor is a conservative 
Arizona Republicari, but she is a 
sensible conservative, and in her 
career in the Arizona Legislature 
she is said to have had a vote or 
two that could have been deemed 
pro-abortion. And she is said to 
have supported the Equal Rights 
Amendment early on. 

She has a good judicial tem­
perament. She can be tough. 
She clearly is a conservative, 

, but she has never placl!d parti­
san political values before jus­
tice. Those who practice in' her court describe her as 
practical, ct)nscientious, fair and open•minded, 

Justice Rehnquist, on the othet hand, is one of 
t.he brighte$t men I have ever met, but he is an 
ideologue who brings a passionate point of view to 
every CilSe before hilfi1 and that point of view is 
always conservative. O'Connor has a reputation 
for treating the law in a· businesslike way. She 
may be a kind of balance-wheel when the "breth­
ren" lock the doors and begin to argue the dispo­
sition of important cases. 

Arizona, a small state, has produced an amaz­
ing ·n\Jmber ·of national candidates, congressional 

Th~ writer is a De·mocratic representa­
tive from Arizona. 

types, but they are conservative when it comes to 
social and economic issues. 

My bemocratic friends ought to be grateful for 
thia appointment. It's almost inconceivable to me 
that they could do any better. Ronald Reagan iim't 
going to appoibt liberal Democrats. He's going to ap• 

· point people t.o the right of eenter wher(lver he cM. 
The appointment of O'Connor is a master 

· stroke, 'comparable to Richard Nixon's going to_ 
China. It shows a flexibility, a bigness, that the 
Ronald Reagan stereotype doesn't recognh1e. It 
shows a political sawy on the part of the presidant 
that l had assumed was not there. I'm certain .that 
women political activists also doubted it was there. 

Lyndop Johnson had an opport,mity to ap­
point a woman and didn't. Kennedy had the same 
opportunity and passed it by. So did Nixon. So 

Jerry Falwell 
demanding so • 
that O'Connor 
cases to their lik1 
not what the 
about. Barry 
right when he l 

buy this idea th 
the Supreme 
stand for this1 tll 
thing." Goidwat 
the constitution 
court. I wish 
grasp Barry's m 

You can tell a 
pie and even dr 
the company the 
affiliations the~ 
resume has thes 
tries: prosecutor, 
state senate lead 
ployee with the 
Germany, juven 
publican Party o 
Smithsonian 
tion Army, Soro 
Arizona Acad 

· League, bpard 
Blue Shleldi board of directorS of th 
B!lhk, elected Woman of the Year 
the annual award from the Phoenbi 
Christians and Jews. And there ism 

It tnay be a c)iche, but in the 
O'Connor, she really is a pillar of tj 
A consistent, det:ent, hard•Work 
politician1 mother, wife, Iaw;yer, 
and Jt1dge. ' ' 

When one looks at Sandra O' 
her brO\ld qi' Republioanism and j 
publican friends she keep11, it wai 
that rmmeone in the White House 
good to be true." 

tike !,said earlier, Washington 1 
a bit surprised, but out in Arlzon 

' 'Sandra O'Connors for granted. 
' . 



Udall 

Master Stroke' 
ona Jud19 Sandra O'Connor, Nominated - leaders and national spokesmeq. I think part of 
reme Court, Will Be First Woman Ju tlc&;11 the explanation is that Arlzolla always has M• 
dlines say, and my phone rings a little more joyed a civilized kind of }:lolitics. Washington is 
aya. 11Wtio le she, what la she like, an~ what often confounded at the contrasts, but in Arizona, 
Is rnea.n for the court and for _the political lt'e take11 for granted, The first woman chief Jt1s• 
f Ronald Reagan?" tlce of a state supreme court was Lorna Lopkwood 

ry to shed !!Orne light. of Arizona. Sandra O'Connor was the first woman 
a lawyer and a fellow Arizonan, and while majority leader in a state legislature. Margaret 
, a close friend of the .nominee, we are ac- Hance, the mayor af Phoertix, wail perhaps the 
ances. I know her Jhrough her repµtati0n first female big city mayor in the country, or cer-
·r very successful career in public service and tainly one of t_he first. . ' 
mmunity leader. Sandra O'Connor and the Arizona Republicans 
,n people . as politically diverse as Barry' in the conservative group are not Moral Majority 

did Ford. But Ro11ald Reagan said he would ap­
point a wom11n1 11.1td he did. 

John East and Jerry Falwell will hever say YM 
to Sartdra O'Connor. But that won't matter; be• 
cause they'll make up with Reagan eventually 
anyWay. Where else would the?' go? 

011 the other hand, the president, in Ol'I& stroke, 
has deflected criticism from liberals- nnd from 
women, two of hi!! ptil'lcipal 'antagoniets. Their si­
lence won't last forever, but the edge has been 
dulled. 

Does the appointment of Sandra. O'Connor 
bother me? No, 1t doesn't. My liberal friends who 

ter, JoM Rhodes, Ted \ " 
<ly and J can all sUpporta , 'Th... . , .f S O ,,.. · 
e C(>Urt nominee, It's . . e appointment o, andra I t.,Onnor shows a 

might be upset fail, I think, to 
make a distinction between the 
electoral process and .the jt1di­
cial process. Electing someone 
who is cohservative is one 
thing1 but the process of decid­
ing the controver~ies that come 
before the. Supreme Court is 
quite another. In the latter 
case, it's the ability to under­
stand and apply the law that 
counts. Sandra O'Connor's 
oompetence in this respect is 
not questioned. 

be remarkable. But she fl •b •1 • b • h · th D ld D 
e opposed. The New · e.t'l I ity, a igness, t at e .n.Ona .neagan 
the Moral Majority and . I t . .J ,,. . T.t h / ' . / 
Schlafly will go after h~r 8 ereo rype uOt,Sn 1, recogtiz:Je. 1 j S OWS a po itzca 
vengeance that 1s their . / h d. d · h , ,, , 

Jar tradernark. JaVVY a <JS.SUme t!)(JS not t ere. 
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ent. She can be tough. 
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1oliti(!al values before jus­
rhose Who practice iii' het MUft describe her as 
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3tice Re~nquist, on the other -hand, is one of 
rightest men I have ever tnet, but he is an 
gue who brings a paseiohnte point or view to 
case before him, !Uld that point of view is 
s conservative. O'Connor has a reputation 

reating the law in a businesslike way. She 
e a kind of balance-wheel when the "breth­

lock the doors and begin to argue the dlispo• 
o of important cases. 
'zona, a small state, has produced an amaz­
umber ·of national candidates, congressional 

e writer is a Democratic representa­
ror~ Ariaona~ 

~ea, but they are conservative when it comes to 
social and economic Issues. 

My Democratic friends oughl to be grateful for 
· this appointment. It'fl almost inconceivable l:o rne 

·that they could do any b4ltt.er. Ronald Reagan l•m'l 
golng t.o appoiht liberal Detnocrats. He's going to !lP• 
p0int people to the right of center wherever he can. 

The appointment of O'Connor is a master 
stroke, 'comparable to Richard Nixon's goin~ to 
China, It shows a flexibility, a bigness, that the 
Ronald Reagan stereotype doesQ't recogttbae. lt 
shows a political saVVy on the part of the president 
that I had asslllned was not there. I'm certain that 
women political activists also doubted it was there. 

Lyndon Johnson had an opportun.ity to ap­
point a woman and didn't. Kennedy had the same 
opportunity and passed it by. So did · Nixon. So 

Jerry Falwell and crew are 
demanding some guarantee 
that 0 1Co11uor will decide 
cases to their liking, and that's 
not wha,t the system is all 
about. Barry Goldwater was 
right when he said, "I don't 
buy this idea that a justice of 
the Supreme Court has to 
&tand for this, that or the other 
thing." Goldwater understands 
the constitutional job of the . 
eourt. l wish Falwell could 
gra11p Barry's meaning. 

You can tell a lot about peo­
ple and even draw a profile by 
the company they keep and the 
affiliations they make, lier 
1'88utne has these klnde of en­
tries: prosecut(>r1 legislator and 
state senate l&Mer, tlvilian em­
ployee with the U.S. Army in 
Gennany, juvenile judge, Re­
publican Party official, board of 
Smithsonian Assoclat.es, Salva­
tion Army, Soropton1ists Club, 
Arizona Academy, Junior 
League, board of ijlu" Croaa• 

Blue Shield, board of director!! of the l'lrth Nat.t rial 
Bank, elected Woman of the Year and lecipien\ of 
the !Ulnual award from the Phoenbc Corlference or 
Chrii!tlans llnd Jews. And there is much mote. · 

It tnay be a cliche, but in the caM of Sandra 
O'Connor, she really is 11 pillar of the community. 
A consistent, decent, hard•Wt>rking lawmaker, 
politician, motµer, wife, laWyer, public servant 
and judge, 

Whe11 one looks at Sandra O'Connor, tudles 
her bral\d of Republicanism and knows the Re• 
publi an Mends she kee~; it was little wonder 
that someone in the White House called her "too· 
good to be true." ' 

Like I-said earlier, Washington may have been 
a bit surprised, but out in Ari1ona1 we take the 
Sandra O'C<mnors for granted. 



For the · moment, Judge Sandra expre-ssly at this ~tage, but ~M lias 
Day O'Connor is no favorite ot tl)e taken a position on the_ )>asic ques­
New Rig}lt, but as a -Supreme Court tion of Congress' poww to ifct. 
justice she could turn out to l;,e. "The :federal court jurisdtction 

Unless her pen,pective changes, · can be s}laped Of removed by Con, 
she is likely. to be strongly ill favor gress," sl:\e declares flatly, citing a 
of a major goal of neo-conserv~tives: phra~e in the Constitution ap,d ~ 
re-storing the power of state judges, post-Civil War ruling by tile Su-
at the expense of federal-judges. 1 preme Court tl}at seem tQ say that. 

That is an 11mbition that app;,r.ent- O'Connor's article sµggests that 
ly is tempting a shifting majority of · there is "merit" in two revisions of 
the justices now on the court, and federal court jurisdiction that would 
O'Connor cou1d solidify that major- fall short of ousting those courts 
ity. She has made it appear-that, out . from review of the constitutionality 
of her experience as a state judge, of state laws. She would accept either 
she has no fundamental • doubts of . the "elimination.. or restriction" of 
the virtue.of the effort. federal court power to h.ilndle cases 

What amounts to a manifesto by that are based on state law, but get 
her on the subject appeared in this into· federal court only because the 
summer's issue of the William & parties are fro~ ~ifferent states . 

. Mary Law Review. The Arizona Ap- But, flhe goes furtqer, <&lso seeing 
peals Court judge states the thesis merf t in a :Propo&al tij re9uire those 
plainly: · who seek damages'.for violation~ of 

consti\utiori11l rights by state offi-
O'Connor's • Plea · . cials to take their cases first through 

"If ,we are serious about strengtl:\• the state courts. · 
ening our state courts aµd imprpv- That i:, a propgsfl that borders on 
ing Uleir capacity to deal with feder• · the radical, consid~ring hdw impor• 
al constitutional issues, then we will tant those damage lawsuits have be· 
not allow a race to the courthouse come since t~e "civil rights rev- . 
to detennine whether an action will olution" launched by_ the Warren 
be heard first in the federal or state Court, 
court. We should. allqw the state For now, there is no requiremenJ, 
courts to r.ule first on the constitu- in law or by· Supreme Court ruling, 1 

tionality of state !Jtatutes." that a trip through state· court-is nee-
In fact, O'Connor goes further: if essary before going to the federal 

a state court has given, a "full and courthouse with a civil rights case. 
fair" review of a constitutional chal- Congress could require that, l;l.o\l{e\i­
len,ge to a state law, she would favor er, and Judge O'Connor straightfor- J 

giving "finality," to the decision. In wardly suggests that "one would 
other words, there would then be no think that congressional action 
second-guessing by a federal court might be taken." 
(other than, potentially, the Su­
preme Court itself as a last resort). 

State judges can be trusted with 
that kind of power, this state judge 
insists. "I have seen remarkable ex-

. amples of the exercise of courage 
and judicial independence by state 
court judges ... State judges do in 
·fact rise to the occasion.when given 
the responsibility and opportunity 
to do so." 

O'Connor's arguments put her in-
to the middle . of a controversy 
stirred by leaders of the New Right 
who oppose abortion and school bus­
ing and who support prayer in pub­
lic schools. They want Cong'res& to 
take away the jurisdiction of lower 
federal courts (but not the 'Supreme 

· Court) to hear cases on those sub­
jects. 

That is a more far-reaching pro­
posal than O'Connor has-endorsed 

\ Lyle Denniston covers the Su-
- preme Court for The Washington 

Star. 

'Welcome' Move 
"Such a move would be welcomed 

by state courts, as well as state leg­
islatures and executive officers," 
she says . 

The present majority on the Court 
is favorable toward enhancing state 
power, although it b(IS not yet em• 
braced the O'Connor view in the civ­
il rights field. In criminal law, how­
ever, it has begun to take something ' 
of the same approach: limiting fed• I 
e ral court power to review convic­
tions in state cases, so long as tho~e 
have received a "full and fair" re­
view in state court. 
. That effort began in the court's 
1976 decision (in the case of Stone 
v. Powell) : barring federal court re­
view of search-and-seizure issues af. 
ter they have been reviewed in state 
courts. The favorable tone tha\ 
O'Connor's article uses in discussing 
that decision and the trend it r~re­
sen ts hints that she would vote to ' 
broaden it. 
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For the moment, l udge' &Indra exptess:1y at this stage, but she has 
Day O'Connor is no favotite ,o{ ~qe 1 • taken a position on the. pasic ques­
New Rig)lt, but as a ,Su;preme Oourt . tion of ~ongress' power to act. · , 
·ustice she,could turn G.\lt to be, • "The ·federal court jurisdiction 

Unless her perspeeti_ve changes, , can ·be shaped or reip.oved by Con, 
;he is likely1 to be strongly in· fav0t gress," she declares flatly, citing a 
fa major g0al of neo-conservativ:es: " , phrase in the Constitution and a 

·estoring the power of state,judges, post-Civil War ruling by the Su-
t the expense ,of federal-judges. 1 • preme Court that seem tt> say that. 
That is an ambition tihat apparent- , O'Connor's article suggests that 
is tempting a shifting majority of · ,there is "merit" in two revisions· of 

tpe justices 1HW· oµ the w0u'Ft1 and I federal court jurisdiction that,\\VOUld 
'Connor could ,solidify· that ·major~ . fall short of ousting those _cb11rts 

ty. She has made il appear t!:}'at, out · from review of the constitutionality 
1f her experierice. as a state j udge, . , ·of state laws. She would accepteither 
!he has no fundamental • doubts· of Jthe ''elimination.. or restrittipn"' of 
he vittue,of the effott. , . , federal court power to hand1e cases 

What amounts to .a ·manifest@ by • i•:that av~ bas~d ,on state law, ,lint get 
er on the subject appeared in this .· ~nto· feder1,1l coUtt only because the 
ummer's issue .of the William & . parties are ftom ~ifferent s_tates. ·· 
ary 'Law Review. The Arizcma .Ap- . ·• Bu,t, 'She gqes fu,rther, also 'seeing 
als Oourt judge states the .thesis merit in a1propdsal t~ require thtlse 
aiillyi · 1 • -who seek damages for violations Clf 

,,, ·, 1 • ·, t onstitiltional rights by state ' offi-
'Connor's, Plea t . l , , cials to take their cases first through 
"If Y(e are serious about str_ength- .• , the state boutls. . , · 
ing our state cou,rts and hp.prov- .. That is a propos!l1 tl;lat b<;>rtlers ort 

1 g their capacity to d,eal with feder- 1.ithe radical;_ considt rihg hdw impor­
constitutional issues, then :we.wi.U . tant those aamage lawsuits have be­
t allow a race to th~ courthpuse , come since' th'e "civil rigJ?.ts rev­

. deterijline whether an aqtion wm · olution" launched by, the Warren 
· heard first in the federal or state ·, Court, · 
urt. We should. allow the state For riow, there is no requir1;?fueni,· 
urts to -rule first on the constitu- in law or by Supreme Court ruling, 

onality of state 1>tatutes.'; that a trip through state court is nec­
ln fact, O'Connor goes fur.ther: if essary before going \o the federal 
state court has gi\1en a "full and , courthouse with a civil rights case. 
r" review of a constittltional ch.al- • Congr~ss could require that, J;mwev­
ge to ,a state law, she would favor er, and Jhdge O'Connot straightfor­
ing ."fip.ality" to the decision. In :war.dly suggests that "olie would 

her words, there would then be no think tl).at . congressional aytion ' 
cond•guessing bf a federal coµrt might be taken." 
ther t~an, potentially, the Su- · ' 
eme Coµrt jtself as a las~ fesorp. 'Welcome' Move 
State judges can be trustetl with ''Such a move would be welcomed ' 
at kjnd 'of l)OWf!r, this state judge by State courts, as well as stat~ leg- ' 
ists; ''I havt: seen remarkable ex- islahu•e~ ~hd e:itect1tiVt1 officers/ 

1:p1e~ of' th~ ex.er<;ise of. courage she says. , · · 
1d judicial independence by state The present majority on the Court 

rt judges ... St.ate judges do in is favoi-~bl~ to-ward enhancing state 
ct ri$e to the ooeasion.w-hen given power, ~lthough it l}as ,not yet em­
e responsibility and oppor1unity braced the O'Connor view in the civ-
do so." - . r . · il rights fi~\d. In criminal law, how-
O'Connor's arguments put hefin- ever, it has begun tb take something 

the middle _ of a cpntrnversy of the sam-e approach: limititrg fed­
red by leMers of tlie New Right I eral court power to revie\V convic­
o oppose abortion and school bus- tions in state cas~s, so long as those 
and who ~upport prayer in pub- have receive6 a "fµll and fair" re­
schoo1s. They want Gorigress to view in state court. · 

· e away the jurisdiction of lower . That effort began in the court's 
eral courts (but hot tne 'Supreme 1976 decision (in the case of Stone 
urt) to hear cases on those sub- v. Powell) ; barring federal court re­
ts. . . . view of search-and-seizure issues af­
hat: is a more far-reaGhing pro- ter they have been reviewed in stale 

l 
Sfll than , O'Connor has, endorsed courts. The. favoFable tone that 

. O'Cohnor's a1\ficle uses in discussing 
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rttlnf*> , Oh 1 :tl:tid:mcn t 

...., noo ··MacLEISM' ... , -
Gender-and the Suprem~ Court 

Along with a lot of other righties, of Representatives. While he was out 
Jerry Falwell is prancing around, taking them on a fire hydr.a1,1t tgur, 
emitting shrieks_ and pulling ·out the First Amendment \Vas passed 

. clumps of his hair because Pr~sident without the Jerry Falwell part. 
Reagan has app0inted that lady to 1'111 als<? woqied about the Sandra 
the Supreme Court. . · O'Conn,9rthing- but not because of 

Falwell said that every good the theological or. constitutional 
Christian should· be concerned ,questigns it raises~I-itl wor ied about 
about it. This means .that if' you the leering and the-expense. 
didn't spend the weekendloc'ked in.. Mr.s Q'Connor ~illl ,be the first 
the bathroom, being anxious about . woman on the court. Not even lJohn 
Sandra O'Connor and having 'the . Marshall and Oliy endell. Hol­
h.eaves, you might end up in Hell or ·. · meS: :Jr,. were wom.eq ·as far .as any­
Tren ton, N.J. Jerry Fal~ell is partic-- body knows. Wh{lt's likely to hap~n 
ularly upset about Mrs, O'-Conw.r be- is thatt~e business of the court gpes 
cause or.ce she had ali opinion he into ow motion. The other eight 
didn't agree with.-That's horrible. justi~~illbe leering at Mrs. O'Con­
Maybe even quasi-constitutional. nor, dlgging each other iil the ribs, 

Randolph of Roanoke, a member whispering smart remarks and gig­
of the First Congress, mec1nt to insert gling; Mrs.-O'Connor will be the only 
a clause in the Bill of Rights saying justice paying attention. When it' 
that anybody could think anything comes to writing opinions, the 0th­
they wanted in tbis country as long ers will have to rely on her. She 
as Jerry Falwell didn't disagree with . might make the · whole .S.upreme 
it. Everybody kn0ws that John Ran- Court hand down an opin'ion that 
dolph used to bring his hound dogs Jerry Falwell doesn't like. If that 
into the chamber of the U.S. House happe~ed, the Mor.al Majority would 

shriek and throw itself into a ravine. 
Also, because she'd J>e the first 

woman, Mrs. O'Connor would have 
to have her own locker room. Build­
ing one would cost at least as much 

· as a year's welfare payments to keep 
• an unemployed family fro_m ~tarv­
ing. iff the poor are going, to do their 
bit by. getting,. rickets antl' looking 
holloW-eyed, Sandra ,;>'Connor cari 
damn~ well change into her black 
robes in the parking lot: · 
_ Qr1 t'hey could raise prJvate money 
.foriier locker room by s~gi~g a pub- · 
lie even\. Barry Goldwater -says that 
somebody ought to boot J~ry Fal­
well in the tail for raising so _much 
hell about Mrs. O'Connor. If Sen. 
Goldwater is willing to do that per­
sonally, they could hire a stadium. 
As an added attraction, they could 
print up souvenir programs telling -
which· one is the conservative and . 
whiclr one is the right-winger. Mak­
ing tllat distinction wo:uld be a com­
fort as well as a tribute to our new 
Supreme Court Justice. 
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By HOWELL RAINES 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, July 12 - President 
Reagan's announcement that he intends 
to nominate Judge Sandra Day O'Con­
nor as the first woman to serve on the 
Supreme Court has focused renewed at­
tention on the Administration's record 
in appointing women to high Govern-

. ment positions. 
So far, 42 of more than 400 Presiden­

tial appointments requiring Senate con­
firmation have gone to women. One 
woman, Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, the chief 
United States delegate to the United Na­
tions, has Cabinet rank. 

Of the 52 senior positions on the White 
House staff, ranging upward from the 
level of Special Assistant to.the Presi-

1 dent, six are filled by women, including 
Helene Vonn Damm, Mr. Reagan's per­
sonal secretary. 

These numbers have become a point 
of political sensitivUy for the White 
House and a cause for open complaint 
by influential Republicans, including 
Betty Heitman, co-chairman of the Re­
publican National Committee. The 
White House, in turn, has taken pains to 
shift the blame away from Mr. Reagan. 

"It's not the fault of the man in the 
White House," Maureen Reagan, the 
President's daughter, said last week. 
" It just seems to me that something's 
broken down somewhere." But a target 
of much complaint from women, E. 
Pendleton James, the White House per­
sonnel director, says the Administra­
tion's record is superior to that of for­
mer President Jimmy Carter. 

"At the end of almost six months," 
Mr. James said, "we have 42 women ap­
pointed in the senior level, sub-Cabinet, 
full-time positions. At the end of the first 
12 months of Jimmy Carter's term, he 
had 44. . 

"I'm not counting Anne Armstrong, 
who is chairman of the President's For-

eign Intelligence Advisory Board. I'm 
not counting Rita Ricardo Campbell, 
who is a member of the President's eco­
nomic advisory board. I'm not counting 
two women ambassadors whose names I 
won't give because they haven't been 
aMounced. 

"If you'll match my42 to his 44, you'll 
find my 42 are in better jobs with the ex­
ception of the ones he had in the Cabinet. 
We can't match that. This thing really 
started when we didn't appoint a woman 
to the Cabinet." 

Mrs. Heitman 1s among the Republi­
can women who are not placated by Mr. 
James's statistics. There have been 
complaints by women that an "old boy 
network" exists among men loyal to Mr. 
Reagan, anowing them to be appointed 
to the high jobs before women's resumes 
get to the top of the stack. 

Mrs. Heitman complained at a Re­
publican National Committee meeting 
last month that much of her time was 
spent "talking with angry women who 
didn't get jobs with the Administration 
and trying to avoid talking to reporters 
who are asking why women are not get­
ting jobs with the Administration." 

Lyn Nofziger, the President's chief 
political adviser, said recently that Mr. 
Reagan had instructed the Cat1inet io in­
crease the number of women in patron­
age jobs. "I think there's an recogni­
tion," he said, "that not only women, 
but blacks, Hispanics and other minori­
ties, ethnic Europeans, perhaps, have 
not been looked at as closely as they 
should. I think that's changing." 

Another senior White 'llouse official 
said that the Administration had, in 
fact, done much better in appointing 
women and Hispanics than in appoint­
ing blacks. 

One reason is that when Mc. Reagan's 
campaign polls showed he was weak 
among women registered to vote, he re­
sponded with a promise to appoint a 
woman to the Supreme Court and also 

All 

appointed 28 women who were promi­
nent campaign supporters to an advi­
sory board on women's issues.None of 
those 28 women has received an impor.­
tant Administration job. 

Eleanor Smeal, president of the Na­
tional Organization for Women, ere.. 
cently said, "The appointment level is 
so outrageous that even conservative fe­
males who have not championed 
women's rights are bitterly complain­
ing about being passed over." 

Generally, Mrs. Heitman and others 
have directed their criticism at Mr. 
James instead of the President, saying 
Mr. Reagan's inclination to hire more 
women has not been followed. In re- , 
sponse, Mr. James says that Mr. Carter 
appointed only 266 women after four 
years. 

"We found out that he used the boards 
and commissions to stack the minorities 
in," Mr. James said. "Of the 266, we 
counted only 54 of those comparable to 
what we would call senior sub-Cabinet 
appointments. Most of them werecone 
,iri the last 18 months ef the Administra­
tion. He really tried to get up the count 
to appeal to the constituencies.•• 

James A. Baker 3d, the White House 
chief of staff, recently said: "I think we 
need to do a better job of selling our 
record on the appointment of women. 
The full extent of what we've dolle is not 
appreciated." · ' 

But Nancy Chotiner, a member of Mr. 
Reagan's women's adv,isory group, was 
quoted as having said in a recent inter­
view that the Reagan White l;louse had a 
"1970 mentality" that began changing 
only after the top jobs were gone. 

"It isn't any different from the .rest of 
the world," said a woman who received 
a White House staff job. "Women have 
to work twice as hard to prove them­
selves here. Secondly, I've seen women 
here who I think are talented who have­
n 't been recognized. So what else is 
new?" 



Some of the objections to Sandra O'Connor are 
about as relevant to her fitness for the Supreme 
. Court as abortions are relevant to stadiums. 

The right-to-life movement seems to think that 
abortion is germane to everything, so it can't under­
stand why Judge O'Connor, when she was the ma­
jority leader of the Arizona State Senate, QP~ an 
anti-abortion rider to a football stadium bffi because 
it seemed non-germane. We'd be troubled if she 1iad 
seen a connection. 

But zealotry is not the only basis for raising ques­
tions about nominees for the Supreme Court. Their 
long-run philosophical positions are generally wholly 
unpredictable. Yet a President's most lasting legacy 
may reside in the mind and manner of the Justices 
he appoints. The Senate has a duty to explore both 
responsibly. 

At first gtance, her record is appealing. But 
much more needs to be known about her and about 
the depth and nature of her conservatism. How 
Judge O'Connor handles herself under guestioning 
also will tell much about the quality of the Presi­
dent's choice. The art of getting confirmed is open­
ness where possible - and circumspection when the · 
questions get too close to prejudging issues that may 
·come before the Court. 

• 
Some questions arise from the uniqueness of the 

nomination; Judge O'Connor follows 101 male jus­
tices. Others arise from the simple fact that so little 
is known of her outside Arizona, where she gained 

prominence as an assistant state attorney general, 
legislator, judge and civic leader . 

What does she think will be the effect of a woman 
on the Court? Are there times when there is validly a 
woman's point of view in the law? Would she speak 
up for women's interests if her male colleagues 
seemed oblivious to them? 

How has her personal experience -with job bias 
influenced her view of laws against discrimination? 
After graduation with high honors from Stanford 
Law School, at least one law firm thought she was ap­
plying for a secretarial job. She had to overcome 
such obstacles before the women's movement and 
civil rights laws began to be effective. Is she indig­
nant? Does sbe think others must climb the ladder 
the way she did, without much help from the law? 

1Does she see a special role for the Federal 
courts, including the Supreme Court, as a guardian 
of constitutional rights? Some people are inclined to 
fault her nomination because she lacks experience in 
the Federal courts. She has written that Federal 
judges should put more trust in state courts. Yet 
when there is a choice, many Americans prefer Fed­
eral courts, where judges are more independent, less 
tied to local politics. When is federal judicial action 
necessary? 

What in her public life demonstrates a commit­
ment to helping people whom society has not always 
been eager to protect? Her own career testifies to her 
views about equal opportunity for women. It would 
be encouraging to learn that she is, in life as well as 
law, committed to equal justice for all. 
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vening the committee on Thursday, Mr. Rostenkowski 
said that tax legislation might be ready for floor action by, 
oh, July 29. Finally, in their most devilish move, the 
Democrats are trying to out-Reagan Mr. Reagan by offer­
ing businessmen and oil well owners tax breaks more 
generous than those in the Reagan bill already approved 
by the Senate Finance Committee. With such enticements, 
Mr. O'Neill and Mr. Rostenkowski hope to lure back the 
renegade "boll weevil" Democr~ts who tipped the earlier 
House budget votes to Mr. Reagan. 

These factors could force the White House to a go-for­
broke decision on tactics. By having his allies introduce 
the Senate bill as a substitute measure on the House floor, ,_,..._ _ _ _ ___ .._ ___ _ ...._ ___ ~ __ ..:,__;__"" u .. aoAn ,,,mid bvn1=1ss the emocr.atic le.a.de and 



Reagan's Shift 
To the ,Center 
Raises Clamor 
OntheRight 

By HOWELL RAINES 

WASHINGTON 

F
OR seasoned watchers of President Reagan, his 
mid-week speech in Chicago was a familiar scene 
gone slightly, and tellingly, awry. His trusty index 
cards had given way to a teleprompter. The crisp 

cadences of his off-the-cuff orations were replaced by long 
and harshly partisan sentences that visibly wearied both 
Mr. Reagan and his audience. Despite the last-minute ef­
fort by aides to ·correct a ·".mistake" in the speech text, Mr. 
Reagan adm,itted that his appointment of Judge Sandra 
Day O'Connor to the United States Supreme .C~1:1rt culmi­
nated a "search for a highly qualified woman." · 

Thus, with a phrase, Mr. Reagan contraditted the offi­
cial White '1ouse position that selec.tion of the nation's first 
female justice had nothing to do with her sex. Mr. Rea­
gan's slip was an uncustomary admission of political real­
lty, ,and in regard to such realities, this Was a jolting week 
fgr,,the WqitE: House team. They face a~hofti ·hof Julx full 
of threats to Mr. Reagan's.popularity, to his effott to tone 
dowh his rep\itation as an ideologue while ,holding on to hi$ 
c'onservative base, and to the remarkable legislative gains 
made so far in ills term. 

The O'Connor, appointment brought unaccustomed 
praise from .li~r~fs and women's groups, but it sparked 
an open revolt among some New Right and conservative 
Christian leaders. The White House gambled Mr. Rea­
gan's prestige in ·a Mississippi Congressional race and 
lost. Meanwhile, despite Administration efforts to clown­
play the "soda! issues" on which Mr. Reagan capit~lized 
as a candidate, opponents of busing, abortion, the ¢qua! 
rights amendment and the bah on school prayer are insist­
ing that he tum back the clock on the liberalizing trends of 
two decades. ' · 

'Not Whether but How Muell' 1 
But by far the greatest threat to Mr. Reagan's politj~ 

cal health is the Congressional resistance to his plan to ct t • 
incQme taxes by 25 percent in·33 montl\s. Urttil now. ·Mr. 
Reagan ~as 'towered like· a giant over opponents in the · 
legislative battle. But ,}Vitti the appro~ch of t}\e ugust 
Congressional rec~ss , and Mr. Reagan's own · Cali(Qr;l)ia' 

· vacatign, ,\hose ~arly vicf.ories are threatened by t~e pr,os-
pect of a reversal on th!;! tax pl1m. ' . • 

Ttf~ sum.of ttlese ,~~ctdrs IS to focus atte,ntion ori ~t. 
Reagan's performa ce in the President's political role. ·~ A 
year ago, people were saying he ~ouldn't get elected 14nd if 
elected he couH:lr}'t govern-,.• said David R. Gergen, th(! 
seilior White ' House spokesman. " By every,standafd, I 
think he deserves high marks from a political st ndpoirtt. 
While we face an·uphill battle In taxes, he has, (1hang~•the . 
focus of the debate.on !><>th cutting taxes and cutting spend- · 
ing. The question is not wnetqer but how much.'' 

. The question of h~w mucq, of course, is central to Vie 
. tax Issue as a test of Mr. ,Reagan's political judgfneht aJJd 
prestjge. Last month, in ~s~ing ,his spending cuts , . Mt. 
Reagan humbled Democr~t\S leaders. In spir~t ,,at least, 
the Democrats have rebounde<l, House Speaker Thomas P . 
O'Neill Jr. asserted l~st week that ~ 'speedy vote in the 
House would bring passage of the more modest tax cut -
15 ~rcent in two years-' favored by the Democrats. 

Even thoµgh Mr. Reagan chided Representative Dan 
Rostenkowskl byname on the Congressman's l;torrie t • rf in 
Chicago, ~~ I-Jous!i! Way_s and Means chairman did-n tap­
pear preisure<l 1by the President's Aug. 1 deadline on-
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venlng uil committee on Thursday, Mr. Rostenkowski 
said that tax legislation might be ready for floor action by, 
oh, July 29. Finally, in their most devilish move, the 
democrats are teying to out-Reagan Mr. Reagan by offer­
Ing businessmen ~d oil well OWllers tax breaks more 
generous than th&se in•the 'Rea~'an ·bill already approved 
by the Senate ,Finance Corhrqittee. With such ehficetnents, 
Mr. 0 Neill abd Mr. Rostehlc w~ki hope to lure back the 
renegade "boll weevil" Deniocr , ts who tipped the earlier 
House budget votes to ~r. Reagan. 
· Tl;lese factors could force the White House to a go-for. 
broke decision on tactics. By having his allies introduce 
the Senate bill as a substitute measure on the House floor, 
Mr. Reagan could, bypass the Democratic leaders and 
scdre the greatest legislative -victory of his term. But to 
lose this showdown on the floor would send Mr. Reagan off 
to his California ranch with a first defeat that could rein- . 
vigorate the staggering Democrats and seriously undet- · 
mine the Reagan ,economic program. 

Searching for an Ideological Balance 
· What does Mr. Reagan think about thi_s? Intleed, : 

whether he•ponders suofi chbices at all br' simply, as. his 
critics allege, foilows the ·deci~ions bf1lhsrstaff is a great · 
mystery. Mr. R'ea~ah's advi'sers have drawn a veil' aoross · . 
P~sldential decision makihg. But Whit~ Ho:use officials , 
admitted that th~\r first political firestorm came when 
Mr. Reagan obeyed his ecohomic advisers' demand that . 
·he approve Social Security cuts wit~in' a few hours of see­
ing their proposal. Last week's storm hit whe" Mr. Reagan , 
made the O'C::onnor choice after . alking to her ...:. antl mt · 
other candidat~s - for less than an hour and reading ,. · 
Justlc,e ~partment memo that ,conseryAtive a~tivists sa/ : 
misrepresents Mrs. O'ConnQr's record on abor:t1011. • ~. 

In IJii;lY case, an.appointment tha~ sets off a pubilc sp 
6etween Senator Batry Goldwater arid Hie Reverend J er . 
Falwell h'as to be taken seriously hr a-Wnite House tryin '-. · 
.to~find 'its 1deoldg1cal ~alance. Mr. Goldwliter, the godfa~; 

•ther of l he. old right; called on "every ·good Chrisliah!l t ' 
kiclc .th~ l;i~ck end of Mr. Ralwell for questio~ing the 

, ctioice. But the White House cannot so easily brush off con- ,, 
, ~~rvative activists and Christian fundamentalists Who be~ . 

Ueve Mrs: O'Connor is insufficiently opposed to abortion 
and w,omeri's fights. . . · ' 1 
~ The Admdiistratlon was stung by their "quick nega- : 

tive response, 11 since Mr. Reag~n faces a bundle of l,itm}lS· · 
test "social issues" on whic,h the poliUco-religioils right -
expects him to deliver. Subh followers fe~r Mr. Reagan is 

, fdllowing the ·historic pitttem that finds chief execfitives 
softening their campaign ideol.ogy, to govern as centtjsts. 
They also fear the growing influence of mbderates such as 
Chief of Staff James A. Baker, 3d, who wants Mr. Reagan,; 
to ignore divisive "social issues" until the tax cut i "' ' 
passed. Even. so, White House aides do not Believe the a<; , 
tlvists will br.eak with.Mr.' Reagan and 1they casual~y Sug_-!, 
gest that the New Right is complaining so ' 'they'll have a : 
better: chance.next time." · ~: 

the Wfllte· House has not noticed the chastening esson,., 
, point~,tip,By .the re-emergence _of former Presiden( Cat:• . 
t~r"last_ week. Once elected, Mr. Carter q_utt .\Yorcyih ! 
about His eore constituency o( Southerners and-b<irnl gaih 
Christians, and they turtled op hjm. ~ven so, Reagan ad-.' 
vi ers are more concerned about softening Mr! Reagan's 
h rd-line ima~e than• pleasing the coriserv~tive purists. 
The jmage.softeners received ~ boost from the Mississippj 
results in whi~h Liles Williams, the Repubiican backed by,, · 
the New, Right, lost to Wayne D6wdy.1•Mr. Reagan's 
thieats to r~vise the 1965 V~ting Rights ,-A.ct ap~arently~ 
drove enough blacks into ttie Dowdy·~Slumn to tieat Mr: 
Williams. ~ow, some Wl'!ite House aides are ·waming Mr,.'., 
Reagan not to tamper with the voting law. o~ 

Such complicated cro§s.pressures, clearly overbur.:. 
dened the public relations ' men ·aroW'id Mr. ·•Reagan,last ., 
week., For example, Larry Speakes, numtl'er two man in-~ 
the press office, announced a White House •;policy" 6f not 
commenting qn Mrs. O'Connor's qualifications . The policy­
was ~crapped ,within hours, as was 1a su~sequent policy 9f,., 
suppressing the fact that negative O'Conn~r telegrams , 
outnumbered the positive by ·2,573 t 290. And on tne flight,,' 
to Chicago, Michael K. Deaver, the deputy chief of staff, 
trled to'talk newsmen out of reporting a Joking explanation , 

. of the speed with which Mrs. O'Connor ·was selected that, .\ 
as the week went along, seemed quite plausible. It was, . 
Mr. Deav~ 1_said, like shopping for a car, and the resident 
simply lilj1ld,lhe first one he saw. I ' 

. . 



n y Ultras Fight 
Mrs. O'Connor for 
The High Court 

"Honored and happy," Sandra Day 
O'Connor was also silent and circqm­
spect on questions of her judicial phi­
losophy lai;t week after Pr.esident 
Reagan nominated her as an assocl­
ate justice of the United States .Su­
preme C9urt. The 51-year-old Arizona 
state judge wotlld be the first woman 
on the Court. 

Her intel])retation of the Constitu­
tion, Judge O'Connor said, must 
await the Senate confirmation bear­
ings now likely iii September. Tbls 
disc~t silenc~. ~oupled with .am'bi-· 
guity 1n some aspects of her legisla­
tive and judicial biograph:V-, allowed 
for enough different interpretations to 
prompt qualified support from femi­
nist groups while touching off copfiict 
within the P.resident's own conserva­
tive camp. Despite th~ dustup, bQw-

. ever, early prediction,s tiad her taRing 
former Justice :potter Stewart's seat 
on the Court by the October term 

A conservative Justice was wba.t 
Prl!sident Reagan wanted, particu­
larly one who would exercise re­
straint and deference to the legisla­
tive branch in making law and shap­
ing social policy. (Justice Rehnquist, 
the Court's resident conservative, 
page22.) 

"She's establishment Republican," 
said a leading Democratic politician, 
adding, however, that she was not "of 
the knee-jerk 'mold," An Arizona 
N;sistant Attol"l)ey General from 1965 
through 1968, Judge O'Connor joined 
the state Senate in 1969 and became 
the first woman to serve as majority 
leader. She. compiled a recortl of 
mainstream, conservative Reput:ili­
canis~ that helped her win election 
as a1Superior Court judgeni 1975 and­
she developed a reputation for open­
mindedness that led a ;DemOtltat, 
Governor .Bruce J;!abbitt1 to elevate 
her to .Arizona's Court or Appeals 18 
months-ago. On the bench, Judge-0'­
Connorlias been praised as a skilled 
tectmician whose reasoned opinions 
are groundecl in --precedent. '.'Like 'her 
classmat at · Stanford Law School, 
Justice William H. Rehnquist, she 
seems to favor judicial restraint. 

The Nl(ltional Organization for 
Women called the-O'Connor nomina­
tion a "victory for women's rights" 
and the National Women's Political 
Ca_ucus .said it showed tbat "women 
are breaking tlie blu-riers ,.of nearly 
200 years of exclusion from decision 
making in our nation." 

Toe most heated opposi!P-came, 
surprisingly, from c~atives of 
the Moral Majority stripe. To their 
charge that she favored the equal 
rights amendment, the White llous 

The._ ~, .. o 40,- k... Tl mes 
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responded that she was "neither · as 
enthusiastic at e..mc p_!'6)-0n'.ents nor 
as1llarmed by it as-some opponents." 
Rebutting assertionsltliat as a legisla­
tor she had voted for abortion rights, , 
the White House quo~ her as saying 
she had no ~olleotion of having 
votea in such a manner., that she finds 
abortion "personally repugnant," · 
and that in 1973 she sponsored legisla­
tion granting medical personnel in 
Arizona the right not to partidpate in 
abortions. 

All this says little as to bow Judge 
O'Connor would vote as a member of 
,,the Court. However, observers say 
that the addition of even a highly con­
servative member would bring no 
radical shift in the Court's decisions. 



TRAILBLAZER 
Court Nominee Preserves Pioneer Tradition 
~ By Fred B&r.bash and Ted Gup In the case of Sandra O'Connor, those who 

Jmow her in Ariwna say it is quin~ntially Wa.shlngton Post Stall Writers 

PHOENIX, Ariz. - One hundred and one ~erican c~emistry. Resentful over the oppo-
years ago, an adventurer came here from Kan- s1tlon of anti-abortion forces to her nomination, 

. sas, staked ciut his land and began the uncertain friends portray her :and her family as a cameo' of 
life of a desert rancher. 

His son, and after that, his, son's son, would ~an Republicanism and the GOP platform 
- family, tradition, hard work, morality, .~rvice. 

stay on the r~ch, raising cattle. But a grand- Sandra Day went from the rancli to ·s•;,-"ord 
daughter, one who rode horses with the men in 14111

' 

the roundup while two grades ahead of her age University, finished near the top of her class in 
law school, married John J. O'Conno~· ID the 

group at school, would leave the 150,000-acre son of a doctor,- raised three children, .pra·c'ti''"-.l 
spread, the coyotes and the .sagebrush. · \,'t:\J 

The grandfather was Henry Clay Day, pio- law ~d prospered in a prosperous f.own oufsi<ie. 
neer. The granddaughter is Sandra Day O'Con- Phoenix called Paradise Valley. ' '· , 
nor, also a pioneer: the first woman nominat.ed There she took up · civic causes, like the Sal-
to the Supreme Court. vation Army and the Junior League. That, and 

Her brother says her heart remains on the· her hard work as a young lawyer in the state at­
Lazy B Ranch. Her husband says "part of her tomey general's office, won her an appointment 
soul is there." But her mark, if all goes well dur- · as a state senator to fill .a vacant seat in 1969 . 
.ing the coming weeks, will be made elsewhere. H~r political acumen and hard work in the st.ate 

No one h~ yet discovered a · magic formula Senate got her a judgeship. . · . · ·' ' 
for beco~ing a Supreme Court justice. No one . O'Connor was achieving somf national~­
has identified the precise combination of brains, . 

1 

nitfon as an Ariwna C<>urt of ~peals ':iu~e. Unll<!d Pre.ss lnl<!rnntlonnl 

1dra Day, age about 10, rides 160,000-acre r~ch. determination and luck involved. · · See O'CONNOR, A2, c 1 1 

.~ 
0 -
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· I \ 
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s~pes(\illl we can find. There are government spending and revising tax 
oipenf.s like that," he said, ''that are laws to equalize the finances of poor 

beyou4 ~wer and awards." , . and rich counties. 
'.'Th~ couple's relationship is thought Campaigns in the Paradise Valley 

tit & so, harmonious that they were area, the wealthiest district in Ariwna, 
op~ -~ed to put on a skit for a were relatively civili7.ed, as everything 
~QUP j>f. women bankers. called "how in Paradise Valley should be. 
to combine two successful careers and Candidates campaigned at fairs, in 
a successful marriage in 199 steps." parks and at shopping malls or at 

"You look at her resume," John small .gatherings sponsored 'by groups 
O'Connor said in ari interview, "and like the Cactus Wren Republican Wo­
_yoµ think 'my God, she must be a men. During her first campaign for 
. ~-e ..• But the amazing thing is the state Senate in 1970, she had no 
slie has ·always retained her priorities. opponent. 
'fhe family always comes first." By 1972, after redistricting turned 
.; 'Irl addition to being a state appel- her district into the largest in the 

· ·late''juage, Sandra O'Connor was, in state (more than 90,000 voters), the 
no particular order: president of the campaigns expanded into mobile · 

· lekhl-.:Heard Museum, a board mem- home parks, union halls and retire-
. ber,oUhe local Salvation' Army, a di- ment communities. that had moved in 
. rector of , the Phoenix chapter of the ' on the desert tranquility. 

Natiorial-..Conference of Christians and ' That year the Democrat.a also nom-
- .iJews,Ma director ofthe local YMCA, a inated a woman, thinking it would 
. natio~ vice president of the Sorop- give them an edge in the still over-
~ .timist. Club, a former trustee of Stan- whelmingly Republican district. Rivko 
. ~Qr~JJajversity, a board member of Knox, the opponent, remembers 

the Ariwna State University Law sharing a platform with O'Connor: 
- School and a lay member of the na- "She had kind of a high-pitched voice, 

tional accrediting body for medical almost like a young girl's.~ O'Connor's 
--: ~®Ts:·- style, Knox said, was calm and to the. 

Though the financial disclosures she point. 
. : has made as a judge do not provide And O'Connor won by 3 to 1. Knox 
: precise · numbers, the family is cl~ly says she still sees O'Connor occasion­
~ well off. They are · rut of an invest- ally, rµnning ,on the track at the 

' "'· ~ ___ :-: ~l __ - ;;.__ ~h0Ari1,ic YMCA O'Connor smiles, 

_J -··. ------'I - - ·-- -·· 

~~·..t.. _,. -·--· .... -.,• .. -- _ __._.,, __ _ _ _ 

Judge O'Connor is often described 
as stem and demanding, even a nit­
picker on the bench. But two stories 
about her show something different. 

The first is told by her husband. 
. Two lawyers in a divorce case were 

feQding before O'Connor about how to 
divide 40 jointly owned greyhounds. 
The first witness went.on for. an hour 
with the life history of the fll'St dog, in 
,order .to assess it.s value. Sensing the 
time being consumed, O'Connor called 
the two lawyers into her chambers. 

She told one of them to prepare 
two list.a of dogs, the list.a to be of 
equal value. "When you finish," she 
said, "let the other attorney pick ei­
ther one of the two list.a for his client." 

"In 15 minutes," John O'Connor re­
called, "the litigation was over!' 

The second story was told by Ar­
iwna Republic columnist Tom Fitz­
patrick . 

O'Connor, while a Superior Court 
judge in 1978, had to sentence a re­
spectable, well-heeled woman for forg­
ing $100,000 in · checks. The woman: 
begged for probation, saying she had . 
small children at home. 

"I've been anguishing over this case 
for weeks," Fitzpatrick recalled O'Con­
nor telling the woman. "You have in­
telligence, beauty and two small chil­
dren. You come from a fine and re­
spected faajµy.~\Vhat,~ d~Til'.~~~ is 

In driveway o,f CXConnor 

which she would even1 
months. ,!' 

After the sentencing, 
a orosecutor found O' 
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-~ll Deeply ROOted in the Ranck, 
f!ioneer's Kin Nears High Court 
··~ "\ - . ' ' 

~-,:-;.: Q!CONNOR, From Al five years at the state house, where 
B\lt, {r,ie)lds say she never talked like she became the f1rSt woman majority 
110meon~ ... wQo expected to fill a Su- leader of the Senate. 
preme Court vacancy. If she made enemies, Corpstein re­
,:. F~~r~ Corpstein, a fellow politician calls, she made them "because she was 
froll!-<,-P.ai'adise Valley, recalls ' com- so smart. They weren't used to a 
ment~g to her after President woman beating them at all the 
Reagan's·· election that "he wants a punches." That's one way of putting 
wotjiari for the Supreme Court. it. 
· '.' "Sart~a,"• he said, "maybe you'll be Others say she made enemies be-
it.-"' " - .. · cause she was fact-crazy. The current 
: ffWell; •thank you for thinking that House majority leader, Burt Barr, re­

ofme;! Corpstein remembers her say- members her always taking it upon · 
ing. ~~ut that would just never hap- herself to correct what she saw as in­
pen.' •· - · accuracies in bills submitted by other 
:--The~ job wasn't something she or members. "She had her problems on 
her family needed. They were already that score," he said. 
respecwtt. and well-heeled. They en- For O'Connor, he said, all bills ''had 
joyea · -:Wliat everyone, including her to be absolutely correct. That irritates 
husband, an attorney with one of people who are not that perfect." 
Phoenix's most prestigious corporate Though her votes on abortion ~ues 
~w .• ~ describes as a comfortable have attracted the greatest publicity, 
f!Y!l,ily; life. · the legislation in which she specialized 

:t!v~cy;,t!hristmas Day, John O'Con- reflected her technical prowess. She 
ri'o_r _ ~fl, they go skiing "on the championed complicated bills limiting 
~pest ,hill we can find. There are government spending and· revising tax 
~oiµ,enfs like that," he said, "that are laws to equalize the finances of poor 
beyoij'd power and awards." 1 and rich counties. 

·_' Jb~· couple's relationship is thought Campaigns in the Paradise Valley 
to ·13e so· harmonious that they were area, the wealthiest district in Arizona, 
opce ll!lked to put on a skit for a were relatively civilized, as everything 
~Qup· _gf . women bankers called "how in Paradise Valley should be. 
to coinliine two successful careers and Candidates campaigned at fairs, in 
a successful marriage in 199 steps." parks and at shopping malls or at 
•. "You look at her resume," John small .gatherings sponsored 'by groups 
O'Connor said in an interview, "and like the Cactus Wren Republican Wo­
_yoµ . think 'my God, she· must be a men. During her fllSt campaign for 

:.-pja~.~ But the amazing thing is the state Senate in 1970,· she had no 
slie has 'always retained her priorities. opponent. 
The family always comes fllSt." By 1972, after redistricting turned 

- ·i "·h i' addition to being a state appel- her district into the largest in the 
- ·Iate•'juclge, Sandra O'Connor was, in state (more than 90,000 voters), the 

no particular order: president of the campaigns expanded into mobile · 
· -locltl-.:Heard Museum, a board mem- home parks, union halls and retire­
,. •hm- ,-nf ,tho Jn,,ol Qoluotinn , Armv_ A ,tj_ ment communities, that had moved in 

He, too, knew he faced a fight. 
"You remember .that was the year of 
the woman," Perry said. "Every 
woman on the ballot in the state of 
Arizona won that year." 

Gov. Bruce Babbitt appointed her 
to the Arizona Court of Appeals in 
1979. The state house scuttlebutt was 
that Babbitt was trying to eliminate 
her as ,a potential opponent for the 
governorship. 

Corpstein, Barr and everyone else 
friendly with the O'Connors in Ari. 
zona say they are upset with the anti­
abortion groups' opposition to the 
nomination. 

Corpstein, an ardent anti-
abortionist, said they have all gotten 
together to write a letter to members 
of the U.S. Senate. They like her here. 

"We were going to have lunch about 
a month ago to talk about her run­
ning for governor" in the next election, 
Corpstein said. But he never got 
around to making the arrangements. 

Judge O'Connor is often described 
as stern and demanding, even a nit­
picker on the bench. But two stories 
about her .show something different. 

The f1rSt is told by her husband. 
Two lawyers in a divorce case were 

feuding before O'Connor about how to 
divide 40 jointly owned greyhounds. 
The f1rSt witness went .on for, an hour 
with the life history of the f1rSt dog, in 
,order . to assess its value. Sensing the 
time being consumed, O'Connor called 
the two lawyers into her chambers. 

She told one of them to prepare 
two lists of dogs, the lists t.o be of 
equal value. "When you finish," she 
said, "let the other attorney pick ei­
ther one of the two lists for his client." 

''In 15 minutes," John O'Connor re­
calloo_ "thP. lit.iiu1tion WAi;t OVP.r." 

~~-·ri\>,' ¥--
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j. . ~-: But the amazing thing is _ the state_ Senate in, 19J0,l sbe,had no the two lawyers into her chambers. 
·sne _"" always retained her priorities. oppbnent. ~ ., · She told one of them to prepare 

•
0The family always comes first." · "'By ..,197,2, •aftef·~ -tumed - • two lists of dogs the lists to be of 

',:--r~~m· allllition to being a. state appel- her. 9istrict into ·the larg~_t , in the equal value. "When you finish," she 
··"·'mt.e''jtlage, Sandra O'Qonnor was, in state (more" than 90,000 vo~~), the said, "let the other attorney pick ei-

no particular order: president of the campaigns expanded into • mobile · ther one of the two lists for his client." 
:·' l~ Heard Ml,188um,_a board me~- home .F~• ~ori luµls ar)~ _retir~- "In 15 ~~tes,_" John O'Connor re-
·.,.·bei:-,ofi.the local Salvation• Army, a di- ment commurut1es. that had moved m called, "the litigation was over." 
~ ,' rectdJr'of,the Phoenix chapter of the •ori the desert tranquility. The second story was told by AI-
.. · -Na'tioriah.Conference of Christians and ' That year the Democrats also nom- izona Republic columnist Tom Fitz-
":-, iTews;..a director ofthe local YMCA, a inated. ll' woman, thinking J t ··would . patrick. · · 
- ' natiQlja} .yice president of th~. SQ~OP.- 'give1·them"ari~'edge· m""~~ stuf, over- . . 01Connor, while a Superior Court 
.._..,.,-.timi&ti.Cl~b, a former trust.ee. ot Stan- wheliningly 'Repliblican~ct!'Rivko jµdge in· .1978,'. ha<i' to sentence a ·re-
~ :•~Qrdh!Jajversity, a board member of 'Knox, the opponent, ,.-remembers spectalile, well-heeled woman for forg-

th~ Arizona Stat.e University Law sharing a platform with O'Connor: ing $100,000 in · checks. The woman: 
School and a lay member of the na- "She had kind of'a high-pitched voice, begged for probation saying she had 

, . tional .. accrediting body for medical a,Imost, ~e a ~?ung girl's.~ O'Connor's small children at ho~e. · . . 
it~ li"oo'lir,"'-- · · style, Knox ·sa1d, was calm and to the, "I've been anguishing over this case . , , . . " ,, . . . . . ~.1~tec1 Pr!' 
r., Though the fmancial disclosur· es she point. ~or ks" F'tz t . k ecalled O'C · In driveway otiO'Connors $235,000, Paradise Valley home north of Phoerux, JUEZA on license JS Spanish fenurune for judge. 
~ , 11 Wee , . i pa nc r on- ·w . . . 
!• has made as a judge do not provide And O Connor won by 3 to 1. Knox nor telling the woman "You have in- . · · . 
~ precise •numbers, the family is ~l~ly says she s~ sees O'Connor occasion- .telligence, beauty and ·two small chil, which ~he wottld eventually serve 18 
~ well off. They ~~_§t-. of...,,~ · mvesh ii> a!l.\, ~ -~~on the track at _the dren. You come- from.,a fme . .and re- months. · . · . 
~ ment company ffi)i~~E· ~ J~ i filiop~: •, g~IY!1 ~C'Ali O'Connor smiles, spected f~1r'.$Yhat~ de'Q"' • :·. is. After the sentencmg, a report.er and 

1 t: ping ~_.,.ters. ~ Uy Wei. ij, .. ri sepiit!fe.lM,.·, . . . , \1i fsm .. . d;·l• 1.~• ut \\1'lido'!,,\>t she. rem.em- that someon~ wi .. th h :till•.of/P,ot~flin . .:::t;., a prosecutor_ ~9~d O'Connor in her 
~ they o~~~~ .......... ,,.,.;,,.. / ~ •. , 111• " ~ -- 1 '. ·~ ~ . , ~ • tages.should }ufyt kno, 11 1~~ ttet.'~ -~ ~ chambers, sttll ~m her black robes at, 
~ Nale~ Ch!lm~~N,tli~~ Fores1 ! f re. . ns2,~ff2 had.:..r. toug~ el~ion . _ $lie sente11£'li "!h.~ a ofuan to four I her desk, weepmg. . t dustries aii'd :ifppl~"eomputer Inc., race, it wasl m 1974 when she decided concurrent ··5-to-10-year terms of · What made- ·her material for the 
.~ among ethers, according to financial she wanted to be a judge on the ' Supreme Coiµ:t? She has made few 
~ disclosure statements she filed. · , Maricopa County Superior Court. j politi<;J~ ene!J!.i . !illd lots of friends. 
t They live in a large, custom-built "She had conquered almost everything She's wtitten .~ eful' opinions, which 
t .adobe-style home with a value of that she could in .the legislative field," ; so far fiave offended few. She was in 
f more than $235,000 on 1 ~ acres in Corpstein said. She set her sights on the rigat ,P,lace at the right time. 
~ Pa,radise Valley (about a mile . from thejudgeship held by another Repub- Her brothei: likes to hint that it 
~ Sen. Barry Goldwater's home) with a Ii~, David J. Perry. might have had something to do with t swimming pool and a guest house. 1 Henry Clay ~aY, and that ranch. "I , 
i ' Ali.di qf coqrse, th!lre's th~ l'lplch, I' ..Ji want to,,;:really ,,,~tJ~-j9,l).t .,this. ranc;h isI; 

~ gllO• )IJil~ ,from f lioefmF w}tjch . . ~~ .,-..Wh!lfe, ffi¢ famµ~ re~ cpmes from," ~i 
; q•~~~-~WI ~!t ~ Jr-1( ij-~ • ~q 0 ~ 0nnor

1
~ " 9rnfher and ranch 'i•c1, 

~ ~pµig Q~llless, hr~~, at!d ~~g m~aget>t Al~ IDar. ''The family cen-·· 
~· calves, not _a q_ude operation or resprt. I _ter 1s really right· here." 
~ The property JS 67 percent owned _by . . . . . t the federal . government, one of the _Staff writer_ Laura A. Kiernan con-
5 reasons O'Connor's brother Alan, who tributed to this report, 
~ manages it, calls himself part of the 
Z: "Sagebrush Rebellion.!' 
i But Judge O'Connor clearly wasn't 
E made just to be "comfortable." 
:i Sandra O'Connor's political car.eer 
~ began almost by chance in 1969 when 
~ state Sen. Isabel A. Burgess left Phoe­
~- nix for Washington and an~ 'gppoint­
i ment to tbe Na~ionhl Tr~portati?n 
;1 Safety Board. Arizona Gov. Jack Wil­
l liams plucked O'Connor from the 
~ state attorney general's office, .where 
:- she was ' a legislative lobbyist. Ap­
; pointed and later elected, · she spent 

. . Associated Pres 

From Stanford yearbooks, O'Connor and '52 ·law school classmate William Rehnquist 
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: .Joseph Kraft' 
'' 

;:He -Said . ' 

He Would 
No Supreme Court Justice named in the 

past· half-century even begins .to rival in im­
, · I)Qrtance the president who ~ade the ap-
. . pointment. So pµt aside as momerttiiry over- ., 
. : excitement the spate of recent ,commeI1t' as, 
' ' !le~ing that presidents chiefly Jl}ake history · 

by their selections for the court, 
Even in that perspective, however, Presi­

dent Reagan's choice of Sandra 'Day O'Con­
nor casts a long. shadow. Not only does the 
president break a pattern of sex .dis()ri1J1ina-

. · tion; he also delivers on a campaign promise 
: . in a way that fosters faith in the system. Fi- · 

nally, he shore!! up the co1.1rtr=qr . at least 
works against deterioration-by paming a 
judge with affmities to its shifting center as 
agjlinst its two extremes. 

'rite honorific status of the court~ whatever 
else may be in question, does not admit doubt. 
· The Supreme Court is the most digpified of 
our institutions, the holy of holies in the Amer­
ican system, the "ark of the national cove­
nant." Groups accustomed to viewing them-

t selves as ou1:$iders inevitably atqtoh high im­
portance to being included in. The nomination 
of :Louis Brandeis WIIS a milestone for Amer- · 
ican Jews, as was the designation of Thurgood 
Marshall for blacks. The just claim of women 
to a more equal role thus fmds a fit 1callf!e for 
. satisfaction in the nomination of O'Connor to 
the highest tribunal in the land. · 
. President Reagan, of courae, did not ejactly 
promise that he would name a WOfi1an to the 

, court. But he did commit himself in the cam­
paign to fill "one of the first Supreme Oourt 
vacancies" by "the most qualified worn~ I can 
P08,'!ibly fmd." Designation of a man at this . 
time, however meritorious, would have looked 
like the first installment on a breach of trust. 

But trust, is perhaps the single most impor­
tant bond between the leader and the led in 

· modem society. The complexity of affairs has 
made it well nigh impossible for most of us to 
make confident judgmentB about the working of 

·· government. The best we can hope to achieve is 
a sense of rapport with an individual leader. 

So when a leader goes back on what is per~ ' 
peived to be a pledge, tlte system as a whole 
suffers. When it is ~ible to deliver, as Rea" 

, gan did deliver in naming O'Conn.or, we all 
benefit. Wpich is one reason why th~e seek0 

ing to tight the choice on the issue of abortion · 
face such an uphill battle. 
- As to the court itself, it has recently been 

: marked by: vacillation, narrow decisions, tie 
· -votes and a record number of plurality deci­
, sions without any majority view. The domi- ' 
• narit pattern of the past two yea·rs, largely 
·: 1,uu1rticulated, has consisted of a ceding of 
. authority once claimed by the court to the 
· rnesident. e Congress and the states. 

Thce__Lu:i~ hi Y")_3 t:._c::i" 
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nallY,:, he shores up the court---ao,r at least 
'wot ks against deterioration-by naming a 
· judge with affinities to its shifting cehter as 
against its two eJttremes. · 

The honorific status of the court, ~hatever 
'else may be in question, does not admit doubt. 
The Supreme Court is the most diITTJifiea of 

, our institutions, the holy of hdlies in the Amer- • 
: · ican system, the "ark of the national cove­
; nant." Groups accustomed to viewing them-

, selves as outsiders inevitably attach high im-
. portance to being included in. The nomination 

of touis Brandeis was a milestone for Amer­
ican Jews, as was the designation of Thurgood 
Marshall for blacks. The just claim of women 
to a more equal role thus finds a fit lcalJl!e for 
:satisfaction in the nomination of O'Connor t0 
the highest tribunal in the land. . 

President }½agan, of course, did not exactly 
promise that he would name a wotnan to the 
CQurt. But he did commit himself in the cam­
pajgn to fill "one of the first Supreme Ceutt 
:vaGancies" by "the m0St qualified worn~ I can 
~ibly fmd." Designation of a man at this 

' · : time, however meritorieus, would have looked 
· ilike the first installment 0n a breach of trust. 

~ut trust is perhaps the single most impor­
tant bond between the leader and tihe led in 

· modem society. The complexity of affairs hhs 
Jfiade it well nigh impossible for most of us t.o 
make confident judgment:B about the wo11kihg of 
government. The best we can hope to achieve is 
a sense of rapport with an individual leader. 

· So when a leader goes back on what is per~ 
: ~ ived to be a pledge, tlie system as a wh0le 
· suffers. When it is possible to deliver, as ReaL 

gan did deliver in namipg O'Connor, we all 
benefit. Which is one reason why those seek " 
ing to fight the choice on the lssue of abortion 1 

: face such. an uphill battle. 
• · · As to the court itseif, it has recently been 
: marked by vacillation, narrow decisions, tie 
. votes and a record number of plurality deci-
. sions witheut any majority view. 11he clomi-
' nant pattern of the past two years, largely ' 
: 1,uuµticulated, has consisted of a ceding of 
, authority once claimed by hhe cotart t0 the 
• presideht, the Congress and the states. 
: · Behind the uncertainty and ~face¥}ent 
: lies a divided...court. Two justices~ William ,. 
· Brennan and Marshall-are liberals of the 1 

: old school, partial to the rights of individuals 
: -and minoiities1 and detetmined to assert the 
: c1aims of the federal government against 
· .such bodies as the states, law-enforcement . 
'. ag~ncies and the pig cotporations. 'rwo 
: others-Chi~f Justice' Warren Burger and 
• • Jus.tice William Rehnquist-are illiberals, 
: coming dowri ofi the other side of thos.e i~sues 
' most of the time. , 
' · The floating center includes Justices Byron 
: \Yhite, Harry .Blackml:in, ·Lewis Poweil and 
· John Paul .Stevehs1 Potter Stewart, whose • 
: resignation qpened the d!)Or to O'Connor's 

, • homination, was a centl'al member of the cen­
, ter. Bui the cefiter, though a majority, backed 
: and tilled and chopped and changed, and set 
:. down n.o clear gtiicfeliiies. ,A typical example is 
, Stewart's famous-:-and VJ my mind wrongly 
, praised-remark al)out pornography that "I 
; know it when I see it." 
• Nobody can assess how new justices will 
· interact with a sitting court. But everything . 
: known about O'Connor tilts her toward the , 
· cehter. · 
· She is not identified with any ideological 
: grouping. She . has moved on the margin ilil 
· such matters · as abortion and the Equal 
' Rights Amendment. Though a Republican, 
; she was appointed to the Arizona Appeals 
. Dourt by a Democratic gove~nor, Bruce Bab­
' bitt. Earlier she had experience in the build-· 
· ing · of inajotities and the art of compromise 
; as a leader in the Arizona Senate. , ' 
• · Whether O'Connor will be able to galva-
nize the center of the court, find a rationale 

: for what ofteRseems arbitrary and.a tongue 
· for ideas that remain mute is very much in 
' doubt. She lacks experience in, the federal 
: system. 1'Bright" and "crisp'' are the words 
·· used about her by her friends-not "deep" or 1 

• "thoughtful." 
' . But £he opportunity is there, and plenty of 
: time for learning and reflection, At the very 
leas,t; ) t is hard to see how Judge O'Connor 

. · can do harm to ari institution that is precious 
in no small measUre because it is revered. 

; . __ , ·, @1981, Loa Angeles Tlme11 Syndicate · 
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SENATE UNIT VOTES 
BAN ON ABORTIONS 

Declares, 3-2, That Life Begins 
at:~ onception - Bill Would 
: .. Allow Murder Charges 
.. 
;:By BERNARD WEINRAUB 

•· SpedaltoTbeNewYorkTlmes 

WASHINGTON, July 9 - A Senate 
subcommittee today approved legisla­
tion_that could allow the states to prose­
cute abortion as murder, a first Con­
gressional step toward ovenurning the 
1973 Supreme Court decision that a 
wotimn has the right to terminate her 
pre~ancy. 

By a vote of 3 to 2, the Senat~ Judici­
.ary?s Subcommittee on the Separation 
of Powers approved a measure that said 
"the life of each human being starts of 
con~eption," thus giving fetuses rights 
under the Constitution. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, JULY 10, 1981 

Senator Orrin G. Hatch, left, conferring yesterday with Senator John P. East, chairman of the-Senate Judiciary Sub­
committee on the Separation of Powers, before the panel voted on banning abortion. 

. Senator John P. East, Republican of 
No® Carolina, who is the subcommit­
tee chairman, said after the vote in a 
packed chamber that he was "ex­
tre111-ely delighted" . at the outcome. 
J ofui.lig Senator East in voting for the 
measure were two other Republican 
Senators, Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who ,--------------------------------:---------------L; 
expressed reservations about the bill's 
constitutionality, and Jeremiah Denton 
of11a1>ama. 

Opposing the measure were the com­
mittee's two Democrats, Max Baucus of 
Montana and Howell Heflin of Alabama. 
· Mr. Hefiin said that the measure was 
"an exercise in futility" -because the Su­
preme Court would inevitably refuse to 
overrule its landmark Roe v. Wade deci­
sion legalizing abortions. 

_Cqrbing Contraceptive Measures 
Mr. Baucus said that the bill would 

have .the practical effect of barring such 
contraceptive measures as the intrau­
terine device and the birth control pill, 
which are believed to act after concep-
.:;,_. Ua. olc.,n ,-nnh~nftoA ♦'ho+ t-lu:a hill 

role of the states in our Federal sys­
tem." 

Although the vote was a triumph for 
the opponents of legalized abortion, the 
victory was tempered somewhat by 
Senator Hatch's obvious unhappiness 
with the bill and his prediction that the 
abortion issue would probably not reach 
the Senate floor until next year. 

Mr. Hatch, an influential Senate con­
servative who is also chairman of the 
Subcommittee on the Constitution, said 
that his own panel would hold hearings 
in the fall on a constitutional amend­
ment to ban abortions, thereby delaying 
a full Judiciary Committee vote on -the 
issue. Mr. Hatch, an abortion foe, said 
said that he had "serious constitutional 
-----.&.Z---t, -L---a. ..._'L. _ _ __ ..._ L.t1 't --..I 

would prefer that the collective wisdom 
of the entire Judiciary Committee, 
rather than only this subcommittee, be 
called into play." 

Findbig by Congress on I;.lfe 
The bill, as voted today, was 'amended 

somewhat by Mr. East, and says, "The 
Congress finds that the life of each 
human being begins at conception." 
Previously, the measure said "present 
scientific evidence indicates a signifi­
cant likelihood" that life starts at con-
ception. , 

Essentially, · the bill:· which was 
shaped by Stephen H. Galebach, a law­
yer with the Washington firm of'Caring: 
Eon & -~ur~n~~ s~~ to extend to the un-

turned against conservatives on such 
issues as gun control. 

Suellen Lowery, legislative director of 
the National Abortion Rights Action 
League, said this afternoon that, despite 
the vote, the organization remained 
somewhat optimistic about thwarting 
Congressional efforts to ban abortion. 

"We have managed to push this bill 
onto the back burner, and it shows we 
have some real political strength," Miss 
Lowery said. She added that Senator 
East expected to "push this bill through 
buthehasn't." _ , 

Faye Wattleton, president of the I 
Planned Parenthood Fedemti~ •· ef- -
~:~~'. ... ~~:...:~~~~~ ~~!!_ ~e 



SENATE UNIT VOTES 
BAN ON ABORTIONS 

Dectares, 3-2, That Life Begins -~onception - Bill Would ..... 
~llow Murder Charges 

=By BERNARD WEINRAUB 
Special ti>.~ Ne,r York Times 

' W'ASHINGTON, July 9 - A Senate 
subcommittee today approved legisla­
tioq:Jhat could allow the states to prose­
cute. abortion as murder, a first Con­
gressional step tow¥d overturning the 
1973- Supreme Court decision that a 
wo@'an has the right to terminate her 
pregnancy . ... 

BY a vote of 3 to 2, the Senate Judici­
.acy,!s Subcommittee on the Separation 
of J:gwers approved a measure that said 
" the, life of each human being starts of 
con~tion," thus giving fetuses rights 
under the Constitution. 

Senator Orrin G. Hatch, left, conferring yesterday with Senator John P. East, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub­
committee on the Separation of Powers, before the panel voted on banning abortion. 

Senator John P. East, Republican of 
·Nouh Carolina, who is the subcommit- . 
tee·ehairman, said after the vote in a 
padled chamber that be was "ex­
tremely delighted" . at the outcome. 
Joining Senator East in voting for the 
measp were two other Republican 
Senators Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who·------------------------------------------

~ed reservations aboU:t the bill's role of the states in our Federal sys­
constitutionality, and Jereunah Denton tem." 
of 4labama. Although the vote was a triumph for 

Opposing the measure were the com- the opponents of legalized abortion, the 
mittee's two Democrats, ~ax Baucus of victory was tempere-1 somewhat by 
.Montana and Howell Heflin of Alabama. Senator Batch's obvious unhappiness 
Mr; HefliI_l ~d ~J ~e measure was with the bill and bis prediction that the 
"an exerc1Se m fu~ty ·-~use the Su- abortion issue would probably not reach 
preme Court would mevitably refuse t? the Senate floor until next year . 
. overrule its. landmark Roe v. Wade dec1- Mr. Hatch, an influential Senate con-

- sionlegalizingabortions. servative who is also chairman of the 
' · Subcommittee on the Constitution, said 

. _ . ,...Curbing Contraceptive Measures that his own panel would hold hearings 
· . · ~ r.- Baucus said that the bill would in the fall on a constitutional amend­

•have the practical effect of barring such ment to ban abortions, thereby delaying 
contraceptive measures as the intrau- a full Judiciary Committee vote on -the 
terlne device and the birth control pill, issue. Mr. Hatch, an abortion foe, said 
which are believed to act after concep- said that he had "serious constitutional 
tion. •He also contended that the bill, · reservations" about the present bill and 
w~ co-sponsors include Senator Al- preferred, instead. . a constitutional 
fonse,, D' Amato, Republican of New amendment to deny a woman the right 
Yofk. "undermines the role of the )u- toterminateberpregn&ney- : . . 
diciary as it has existed in this nation He supported the 1:Jl1}y lJe ,.said. be.­
. and will lead to an un~~~ of the cause. "ananlssueot tbis magnitude. I 

would prefer that the collective wisdom 
of the entire Judiciary Committee, 
rather than only this subcommittee, be 
called into play.'' 

Finding by Congress OD !Jfe 
The bill, as voted today, was ·amended 

somewhat by Mr; East, and says, "The 
Congress finds that the life of each 
human being begins at conception." 
Previously, the measure said "present 
scientific evidence indicates a signifi­
cant likelihood" that life starts at con-
ception. . 

Essentially, · the bill;•· which was 
shaped by Stephen H. Galebach, a law­
yer with the Washington firm of Coving­
ton & Burling, seeks to extend to the un­
born the rights of due process guaran­
teed under the 14th Amendment. 

The bill would also prohibit lower 
Federal courts from considering chal­
lenges to the anti-abortion legislation, a 

.aneuverthatMr. Ba~~d 

turned against conservatives on such 
issues as gun control. 

Suellen Lowery, legislative director of 
the National Abortion Rights Action 
League, said this afternoon that, despite 
the vote, the organization remained 
somewhat optimistic about thwarting 
Congressional efforts to ban abortion. 

"We have managed to push this bill 
onto the back burner, and it shows we 
have some real political .strength," Miss 
Lowery said. She added that Senator 
East expected to "push this bill through 
but be hasn't." 

Faye Wattleton, president of the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, said: "While we regret the 
Senate subcommittee vote of 3 to 2 to re­
port the human life statute to the full 
Senate Judiciary Committee, we are en­
couraged that today's action effectively 
blocks immediate consideration by the 
fllll~~" 



1: RowUJnd Evans 
. And Robert Novak 

Why Did He 
Choose 
Her? 

A hurriedly prepared, error:fined 
memo by a young Justice Department 
lawyer convinced President Reagan to go 
through with nominating Judge Sandra 
O'Connor to the Supreme Court, even at 

[ grave political risk. . · 
The memo softened O'Connor's pro­

abortion l'ecord that has stunned Moral 
. Majority elements in Reagan's coalition. 
That the president accepted it at faee 
value broadened suspicions that his nar­
row flow of information subjects h~to 
staff manipulation. . • ' J 

Even so, if the president took seri.OJJ~Jy 
the Moral Majority and its issue~~.lie 
would have found it difficult to -pwk 
O'Connor. Thus, fundamentalists lilho 
turned on Jimmy Carter after th~Ellt 
deceived by him may feel the same:~y 

• about Roaald Reagan. : -r·. 
O'Connor surely will be confir!)1ed. 

i But important conservative Republi~s 
in Congress, while keeping mum public­
ly, grumble privately that the presttle'bt 
has lost control of his own administt~­
tion to mode.rate forces in general1.ati4 
chief of staff James Baker III in pal'tlcli-
lar. . · ,il' 

The remarkable fact is that ~~in 
was unaware that the right-to-life rq9~­
ment found O'Connor totally unac~imt­
able until her probable nominat1Un. 
leaked out just before the Fourth oftrmy 
weekend. The resulting avalanche of op-
.poaitiM ... • . 

~ 

or example, Trudy Campjng, 0~ ~f 
O'CutRIUt's fctlmer state Senate " ~l­
Jeagues, se1:1t the ,~hite House a

1
d1;,qu~­

old stack of clippings about ~ Cc,t1!1'?r. 
Tney · revealed a moderatt; social h~~x:aI 
supporting the Equal Rights Am~cl­
ment for women, advocating f!ee ~\}ntee 
on abortion and urging caution ttL~-
stricting pornography. . ,.r • 

On Monday, July 6, the pres1den~~le­
,phoned Attorney General W1Il{a~ 
French Smith wbo had given Reagan 
the Justice 'Department's O'Connor 
recommendation. Re(lgan. wante_d a 
quick check on this abortion ~u~mess. 
Smith turned the task over to his young 

. counselor, 'Kenpetb W. Starr, who tele-
phoned O'Connor heJ.'.Self. . 

The next day, Starr handed Sm~t~ a 
two and one-half page memo g1v1!1g 
O'Connor a clean.bill of health on'~!­
tion by using legal gymnastics to exifia_m 
}!.er Arizona legislative -record. )fhtle 
Starr's memo said O'Connor "ruj:}., !}O 
recollection'' of how she voted on ' ,70 
bill 00 legalize abortion, in fact she ita 
co-sponsor of the measdre afid vote&• r 
it as-it was defeated 6-to-8 in com~-

" Judge 01connor further indicatedr,m 
respons~ to my questions," Starr #.n­
cluded his ,memo, "that she had -~er 

, been a leader or outspoken advoca~?n 
behalf . of either pro-iife or ab~rffon­
.rights organizations. S~e kno~ we~_~e 
Arizona leader of the right~to-hf~ ~ 6:~­
ment, a prominent female phys1~1au m 
Phoenix and has never had any d1spntes 

' . h L ,, ., or controversies wit a1er. . ui..: 
Starr did not bother to che?~ ~1th 

that "prominent female p~ysic~i;-:­
Dr. CarolY.Jl Gerster, a national anti­
abortion activist. If he had, the at~ .• rney 
general's man would have gotten 1111~r­
ful. Gerster told us "I ha~ an a~~ry 
position wit'h Sandra 01connor •~e 
1970s when the $upreme Court n•ee 
was "one ef the most powerful pre*r• 
tionists in the [Arizona]-Senate."·.Gerster 
till harbors an 11-year-old grte~ance, 

~laiming Senate Majority Le~der ~()~-
mr ~• .w b_y burymg an >ant1-

lborti • 
813~ ~tn~~ 

•J\I • 

"T(ie more plausible :rt · 
r~\on is that Reaga~ ~ 
shares the view that th~ 
Moral Majority is not 
vital to his political 
coalition. " 

sured Reagan that O'Connor offered no 
problems. Baker, David Gergen~ (ld 
other senior presidential aides sai«;_the 
same thing, contending only righ~,·ng 
kooks were making a fuss. RJ an 
agreed, telephoning prominent i­
abortion Republicans to reassure itftt?rn 
that "she's all right." \lr., 

Eager to announce the nominati<?9@:!e­
fore opposition could build, nobq~t 
the White House bothered to ifiie 
O'Connor's record. But right-w~gers 
will bother, not in realistic ho.lt of 
blocking her nomination, but to ~fer 
Reagan frem similar choices for furure 
court vacancies. ..; , 
. No .matter how pure future ~n 

justices are, however, innocence h;e­
parted for right'.to-life activists. D~ r 
ster cannot forget a 45-minute m~~ ng 
with Reagan in Rye, N.Y., on Ja~'l7, 
1980, in which candidate Reagan ptthn­
ised her that his first appointment ~e 
court would share their anti-abQrtion 
views. She chooses to believe that.,-tbe 
president has been misled by advis 

But the mqre plausible explanatl~~l is 
that Reagan shares the view of Jim 
Baker and his other aides that the M5ral 
MajoJJity is not vital to his political Ba1i­
tion: He has given that signal by ign&rmg 
its sensibilities in selecting slintlra 
O'Connor. ,... 

©1981, Field Enterprises, Inc. •~ 
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Tactics of O'Connor Foes 
Initate Sen. Humphrey 
: By Fred Barbash and Lou Cannon the second flap for O'Connor's oppo-
, W118hlngton Post Staff Writers nents. , 
' The New Right escalated its battle · Humphrey, generally a staunch 
hgainst the Supreme Court nomina- New Right supporter, ha(\ not, been 
tion of Sandra D. O'Connor yesterday inf onned of the pun,oees of tlte news 
with charges that either the Justice conference Wb@q he, found out, a 
Department or O'Connor herself had press ~de ·heian· calllitg reporters.' to 
tried to "cover up" her position on disassociate ' the senator from' the 
iibortion. In the process, however, the whole enterprise. Humphrey later said 
conservative group angered another he was "guit.e upset" by the incident. 
one of its traditional Senate allies, Humphrey said he has taken no 
Sen. Gordon J. Humphrey (R-N.H.) position on the no.tion. arid <lid 
, Humphrey said he had taken no not want to be iqentified 'with one. 
position on the nomination but ob- BeyoJtd ~t, he said he . objected, to 
Jected to the "hip-shooting of O'Con- the "hip-shooting" of the opponents. 
noJ"s opponel)ts . , .. They shouldn't "They're objecting to m()St of her, 
categorize or stereotype someone with- votes as a senator,~ .. he said. ''I Jmow 
out waiting for full ·hea$gs. I don't full well that votes can be miscon­
think they've done themselves any fa. strued." 
vors." , Humphrey's reaction illustrated 
· Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) said yes- what appears to be a delicate but 
:terday that O'Connor would come clear shift in alliances on the right 
·here next week for a meeting with with implications beyond the O'Con­
members of the Judiciary Committee, nor dispute. Many conservative pol­
an unusual step to allow questioning iticians, including President ~an, 
by senators about her views on abor- seem anxious to use this opportunity 
t ion. to publicly . separate themselves from 
· Meanwhile, sources said the contro- the far-right organizations that helped 

. versy was beginning to trouble the elect them and to identify themselves 
White House, which began, an .effort with a more mod~rate conservatjmn, 
to prepare O'Connor for the confir- At this point, however, Reagan and 
mation fight ahead. The White House the anti-abortion forces are avoiding 
assigned its highly regarded chief lob- direct confrontations. Phillips and his 
,byist, Max L. Friedersdorf, to the allies ,at yesterday's news conference 
case. . took pains to place the blame for the 

• , Day three of the battle began with nomination on aides to Reagan, who 
a dispute about an internal Justice they say misinformed the president. 
Department memorandwn distributed White House officials have, in turn, 

'.by Conservative Caucus Chairman decided not to respond to the criti­
Howard Phillips and other anti- cism themselves. Instead, that task 
abortion activists at a moi:ning news has been left to the Justice Depart- · 
·conference. .ment and Starr. 

The memo describes O'Connor's re- Yesterday, Starr dismissed the "cov-
.sponses on the day before her nom- er-up" allegation, He said . the mem­
ination to questions on her record as orandwn he wrote "accyrately memo­
an Arizona state senator. Kenneth W. rialized my conversations" with 
:starr, a top Justice Department of- O'Connor. 
ficial, ·reported that O'Connor indi- The memorandum does suggest 
, c.ated "that she had never been a that the administration might have 
· leader or outspoken advocate on be- been caught off guard by the abortion 
· half of either pro-life or abortion- controversy. The t.elephone call to dis­
. rights organizations." But Starr also cuss her voting record came after of -
reported that 'She "has no recollection" ficlals had already . spent hours talking 
of how she voted on a 1970 Arizona to O'Connor and after Reagan had 
bill to decriminaliz.e abortion. made. the decision to nominate her. 

Kathleen Teague, one of the anti, Starr's inquiry appeared to be a -
abortion opeakers at the news confer- . last-minute response to pre­

: ence, said, the memo showed a '1~ver- announcement indications of trouble 
1 up" by the Justice Department or on the abPrtiQn question. 
, O'Connor because, among other The d f th fi h · 
' things, O'Connor co-sponsored the bill next roun ° e Jg t 18 ex. 

pected to revolve around the timing of 
· in question and voted for it. the confirmation hearingfJ, Th~ anti-

That was when events began back- ed ~i. J A: • c 
· firing on the anti-abortionists. Legis- abortionists urg we Utuc•ary om-
, lative records in Arizona contradicted mittee to postpone ~ }l qeiµings until 

late September. The ~llll admin­
. Teague's• . claim that O'Connor co- istration is pushing for hearmgs by 
sponsored the bill, according to the late July, · 

· keeper of the records, Greg Jernigan. ,---.~ ............. .....,.==..,.,.===-~ 
, Consulting the -records, Jernigan said 
the only abortion bill 0 1ConnoJt spon­
sored was one giving doctors and hos­
pitals the right to refuse abortions. 

Newspaper accounts, however, con­
firmed Teague's s!4tement that 
O'Connor voted for 1the decriminaliza-1 
tion proposal in committee. 

,Y,ho on+i_o hr.\l"tiAr.t '"""1 1n l...olA i+a 



·Tactics of O'Connor Foes 
-

· Irritate• Sen. Humphrey · · 
I ' 

.-.: 1 By Fred Barbash and Lou Cannon the second flap for O'Connor's oppo-
W118h1n8ton Post Staff Writers nents; , 

1' The New Right escalated its battle · Hwnphrey, generally a st.aunoh 
against the Supreme Court nomina- New Right supporter, had not been 
tion of Sandra D. O'Connor yee~rday informed of the purpoeee of .the ne~ 
With charges that either. the Justice conference. When he fow1<t out, , a 
Department or O'Connor herself had press aide began callitlg reporters.' to 
tried to "cover up" her position on disassociate the senator from' the 

* abortion. In the process, however, the whole enterprise. Hwnphrey.'later said 
conservative group angered another he was "quite upset" by the incident. 
one of its traditional Senate allies, Hwnphrey said he has taken no 
Sen. Gordon J. Humphrey (R-N.H.) · position on the nomination and did 

Humphrey said he .had taken no not want to be identifled \vith one. 
)Josition on the nomination but ob- Beyond that, he said he· objected, to 
jected to the "hip-shooting of O'Oon- the "hip-shooting" of the opponents.; 
nor's ~pponents ... : They show~'t "They're objecting ·to m~t · of ,her

1 categorize or stereotype someone with- votes as a senator,~ .he 881d. "I know 
out waiting for full hearipgs. I don't full well that votes can ' be miecon­
think they've fione themselves any fa- strued." 

.• vors." • . 1 , Humphrey's reaction illustrated 
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) said yes- what appears Ito be a deli_cate but 

:J .. ,terday that O'Connor would come clear shift in alliances on the right 
here next week for a meeting with with implications beyond the O'Con­
members of the Judiciary Committee, nor dispute. Many conservative pol-' 
an unusual step t,o allow questioning iticians, including President Reagan, 
,by senators about ~er yi~ws on abor- seem anxious to use this opportunity 
tion. to publicly separate themselves frolJl 

Meanwhile, sources said the contro- the far-right organimtions that helped 
verey was beginning t.o trouble the elect them and to identify themselves 
White House, which began an .effort with .a more moderate conservatism, 
to prepare O'Connor for the confir- At this point, however, · Reagan and 
mation fight ahead. The White House the anti-abortion forces are avoiding 
assigned its highly regarded chief lob- direct confront.ations. P,hillips and his 
•byist, Max L. Friedersdorf, to the allies at yesterday's news conference 
:case. took pains to place the blame for the 

• , Day three of the battle began with nomination on aides to Reagan, who 
•a dispute about an internal Justice they say misinformed the president. 
:Department memorandum distributed White House officials have, in turn, 
'by Conservative Caucus Chairman decided not to respond to the oriti­
'Howard Phillips and other anti- cism themselves. Instead, that :task 
:abortion activists at a morning news has been left to the ' Justice Depart- ' 
conference. . ment and Starr. ,. 
' The memo describes O'Connor's re- Yesterday, St.arr dismissed the "cov-
,sponses on the day before her nom- er-up" allegation, He said the mem­
'ination to questions on her record as orandum he wrote "aCC\.lffltely menio­
'an Arizona st.ate senator. Kenneth W. riali7.ed my conveniati0ns" with 
1st.arr, a top Justice Department of- O'Connor. 1 

'ficial, ·reported that O'Connor indi- The · memorandwn deies suggest 
'.cated ''that she had never been a that the administration might have 
leader or outspoken advocate on be- been caught off guard by the abortion 
half of either pro-life or abortion- controversy. The telephone call to dis­
right.s orgwuzations." But St.arr also cuss her voting record C&lfie after of­
reported that she "has no recollection" ficiale had already spent hours talking 
of how she voted on a 1970 Arizona to O'Connor and after ~an had 
bill to decriininalize abortion. made. the decision to nom.iriatei/Jiet 

Kathleen Teague, One of the ai'lti- Starr's inquiry appeared to be a· 
abortion opeakers at the news confer- . last-blinute response to pre­

' ence, said the memo showed a "cover- announcement indications of trouble 
up" by the Justice Department or on the abortion question. . 

•O'Connor because, among other The next round of the right is ex­
' things, O'Connor co-sponsored the bill pected to revolve around the timing of 
· in question and vot.ed for it. the confirmation 'hearings. Th~ anti­
: That was when events began ,baok- abortionists w:ged the Judiciary Com­
. firing on the anti-abortionists. Legis- mittee to postpone any hearings until 
! lative records in Arizona contradicted late Sept.ember. The Reagan . admin-
1 Teague's• . claim that O'Connor co- istration is pushing for hearings by 
sponsored the bill, according to the late July. 

; keeper of the records, Greg Jernigan. r-- --==~==--...... ~ 
, Consulting the ·records, Jernigan said 
the only abortion bill O'Connor spon-
~ored was one giving doctors and hoe-
pit.als the right to refuse abortiorui. 

Newspaper accounts, however, con­
firmed Teague's st.atement · that 
O'Connor voted for 1the decriminalim­
tion proposal in committee. 

The anti-abortion group held its 
news cbnf erence · in a room reserved in 
the Capitol by one of Humphrey's 
Senate st.aff members. That caused 
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From Myra BradWell to Saridra Day .(J'C◊.tf'ndr }lt.~,~i-
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_ It w~s justthe other day tha~ l was Mrs. Bradwen appealed. In April takes nothing from ,Thurgood 'Mar- men) !or'ta, potentia!, draft. No _one 
mvokmg the 19th-century shade of 1873, the U.S. Supreme Court also shall's stature to observe that Lyn- .. can sa,y how Mrs. O Connor nnght 
Myra Bradwell, but with the nomina- gave her the brush-off. It was within don ..Johnson wanted to name the have votedi n,these cases if.she ~ad 
tion of Sandra Day O'Connor to the the police powers of Illinois to limit first black·to the court. By the same been sitting on-the court, Sh'e might 
Supreme Co_urt, th~ old story t~~es membership i_n the ~ar to males token, it is evident that Mrs. O'Con- have voteq just:.is the"'iieparting·Eot-
on an especially poignant meanmg. only. Only Chief Justice Salmon P. nor has been chosen over males with ter Stewar:t voted. But she would 
From ,Mrs._ Bradwell to ~rs .. O'Gon- . C_hase dissented, and he didn't say much higher qualifkations prectse- hav~ brought to the consid-erati~n1of 
nor, lt s been a long, uphill chmb for why. ly because she is a woman. · these cases,a boay of personal'exper, 

- ladies in the law. . . Justice Joseph .,P_ Bradley ".'as_ so Just as the court has benefited fn ienae ..! a cast of mind; if you •please 
Myra Bradwell, may she rest m ~hocked by the whole ~stornshmg times past from ' a Western view- - that .has n~t"been ,tpe~~ :before. 

peace, was a 1;1at1ve of Ve~mo~t who idea that ~e "'.'rote~ flammg con~ur:- point, or an academic @r1 a black or / None ot: this, I kno~ ,. is S¥,PPq§ed ; 
moved to Chicago sometime m the nng opm10n m which two other JUS- a Jewish or a Catholic viewpoint or to m~tter . . Justices mj-.th~or.y · ap-
mid-1850s. Not long after ratification tices - join~. Historr,, nature, the the vi.ewpoint of a lawyer in pri;ate pro~c4_ eacll ~o~se-wit'ho~~ )>e~SO!}al 
of the Foll:rteenth Amend:ment m comm~n law, and the . usa~es of practice, now we _will have some pfeJu~ce ?.f. ~ms. They rnn,ction as 
1868, she did a most audacious, un- Westmmster Hall from tune imme- benefit however subtle of a worn- carpenters, ,-m "one metaphor,..,who. 
feminine thing: She applied for a Ii- morial" argued against the proposi- an 's vi~wpoint. ' ' simply lay t1!"e boards,of_la~ ·against 
cense to practice law. Curiously, she · tion. Bradley felt impelled to expand . Excel!ent! In the term just ended, the squ~re ~f ~he Const!tu.tion. The 
did not rely upon the equal protec- upon · the wide <difference in the the court di~posed of cases having t~eory is _spec.:,~-u~. Jus,tices are not 
ti_on clause b_ut rath~~ upon the pn- spheres and destinies of man and to do With ,abort~on>J child qustody, d1sem~udied -~~mts. They are• mor-
vileg_es and 1mmurnties clause, but woman. • teen-aged s_ex, nude dancing, sex dis- tals, and to this day 't_hey have all 
in any event the Supreme Court of "Man is, or should be, woman's crimination· in ,employment, proper- ·' been -mortal men: .Now w.e aF.e to 
Illinois summarily turned her down. protector and ~e~e~der. The.na~ural . ty SE;.ttletl}¢nts) ~Ai:vorce, and the . have a. morJa! woma~ }iY~~_,Brad-
No women were to be allowed •m and proper timidity and dehcacy.t registration ~of' womsn - (but Il'Ot • · wel1Jwo.11ld!be ~lease<!i,:-An<il'sorcimlt:f, 
court. which belongs to the fema~e sex evi- , i , ~- .f: ;t ·· ; , . ·,.1 , , ; ~-~ .. ~~":..r.r • 
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dently unfits 1it,.for many @! the oc­
cupations of, ci:vil life. The constitu.-

. tion of the fami,ly , organization, 
which is .founded ih the divine or­
dinance as well as 1.n the nature of 
things, indicates ,the domestic . 
sphere as that1;Which pro,perly be­
longs to lhe domain an.d .function of 
womanhood .. .. The paramount des­
tiny and mission of woman ·are to ful­
Ji.ll the noble a~d benign office of 
wife and mother. This is t-he law of 
the Creator. And the rules of civil 
society must'·be adapted to -the gen­
_eral constitution of things, and can­
not be based upon exceptional 
cases." 

Born Too Soon 
It would be interesting tQ knpw 

what ever became of Myra Bradwell. 
She was born a century before her , . 
time, but the nomination of Sandra 
O'Connor to the high court vindi­
cates her pioneering effort. The Sen­
ate Judiciary Committee exp~cts to 
expedite conffrmation hearings on 
the nominee, in an effort to com- ~ 
plete action before the August re­
cess. 

Mrs. O'Connor will be welcome on 
the court:;Members of our highest. 
tribunal com~ .'to , that bench • 
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• It was just the other day that I was 
invoking the 19th-c'eritury shade of 
Myra Bradwell , but with the nomirul· 
tion of Sandra Day O'Connor to the 
Supreme Court, the old story ta}i;es 
on an especially poignant meaning. 
From Mrs. Bradwell to Mrs. O'Con- . 
nor, it's been a long, uphill climb for 

- ladies in the law. , 
Myra Bradwell, may she rest in 

peace, was a native of Vermont who 
moved to Chicago sometime in the 
mid-1850s. Not long after ratification 
of the Fourteenth Amendment in 
1868, she did a most audacious, un­
feminine thing: She applied for a li­
cense to practice law. Curiously, she · 
did not rely upon the equal protec­
tion clause but rather upon the pri­
vileges and immunities clause, but 
in any event the "Supreme Court of 
Illinois summarily turned her down. 
No women were to be allowed •in 
court. 

Mrs. Bradwell appealed. In April 
1.1113, ·the U.S. Suprem~ Court also 
gave her the brush-off. It was within 
the police powers of Illinois to limit 
membership in the bar to males 
only. Only Chief Justice Salmon P. 
Chase dissented, and he didn't say 
why. 

Justice Joseph P. Bradley was so 
shocked by the whole astonishing 
idea that he wrote a flaming concur­
ring opinion in which two other jus­
tices -joined. History, nature, the 
common law, and "the usages of 
Westminster Hall from time imme­
morial" argued against the proposi­
tion. Bradley felt impelled to expand 
upon the wide difference in the 
spheres and destinies of man and 
woman. 

"Man is, or should. be, woman's 
protector and defender. The natural 
and proper timidity and delicacy 
which belongs to the female sex evi­
dently unfits it-for many of the oc­
cupations of civil life. The constitu­
tion of the family orga·nization, 
which is founded in the divine or­
dinance as well as ln the nature of 
things, indicates the domestic . 
sphere as that _which properly be­
longs to the domain and function of 
womanhood . . .. The paramount des­
tiny and mission of woman are to ful­
fill the noble and benign office of 
wife and mother. This is the law of 
the Creator. And the rules of civil 
society must'be adapted to -the gen­
eral constitution of things, and can­
not be based upon exceptional 
cases." 

Born Too Soon 
lt would be interesting to know 

what ever .became of Myra Bradwell. 
She was born a century before her 
time, but the nomination of Sandra 
O'Connor to the high court vindi­
cates her pioneering effort. The Sen­
ate Judiciary Committee expects to 
expedite confirmation hearings on 
the nominee, in an effort to com­
plete action before the August re­
cess. 

--:-.;r 
takes nothing from Thurgood Mar­
shall's stature to observe that Lyn­
don Johnson wanted to name the 
first black to the court. By the same 
token, it is evident that Mrs. O'Con­
nor has been chosen over males with 
much higher qualifications precise­
ly because she is a woman. 

Just as the court has benefited in 
times past from a Western view­
point, or an academic or, a black or 
a Jewish or a Catholic viewpoint, or 
the vi,ewpoint of a lawyer in private 
practice, now we will have some 
benefit, however subtle, of a wom­
an's viewpoint. 

Excellent! In the term just ended, 
the court disposed of cases having 
to do with abortion, child c;ustody, 
teen-aged sex, nude dancing, sex dis­
crimination in employment, proper­
ty settlements in divorce, and the 
registration of women (but not 

Mrs. O'Connor will be welcome on 
the court. Members of our highest 
tribunal come to that bench 
equipped not only with experience 
in the law but with all the other ex­
periences of _their lifetimes also. It 

men) for· a ' potential" draft. No one 
can say how Mts:. O'Connor might 
have voted iri these cases if she had 
been sitttngontfr_ecourt. She might 
have voted just af the departing· Pot­
ter Stewart voted. But she would 
have brought to tlie consideration of 

· these cases a bodyqfpe~sonal exper­
ience - a cast otmmd; 1f you please 
- that has not been there before. 

None of this, f know, is S\lpposed 
to matter. Justices in theory ap­
proach each case-without personal 
prejudice or bia~. They function as 
carpenters, in one metaphor, who• 
simply lay the boards of law against 
the square of the Constitution. The 
theory is specious. Justices are not 
disembodied spirits. They are mor­
tals, and to this day they have all 
been mortal men. Now we are to 
have a mortal woman. Myra Brad­
well would be pfeased. And so am I." 

Associated Press 



'1teagan .Accused--of Betraying Rfmjt 
Representatives 9f 2L "New Right" • o~a~ii- ' 

Coalition Blasts 'Coverup' ' tions h~ld II news conf~en~~ yesterdaf In a Sen-
' ate conference rdom to laun~h a broadside attack 

Of. ( . rf N • , R d against the O'Connor nomfpation, with the an-
OU om1nee S ecor nounc!)d intention of making her the Ernest 

Lefevet' of the abortibn issue. 
By Phil Gailey "Just as liberals ~ere active against 'Ernest 

Washington star st811 Writer f Lefever because of llis symbolism, we believe 
A coalition of conservative and anti-abortion there is important symbolism in this nomina-

groups, complaining that Ronald Reagan has ig liPn," said Howard Phillips, the national dire'ctor 
noPed the111 ip his administration, yesterday ac;, of the Conservative Caucus. 
cused the president of political betraypl ii} his J.;efeyer's n·omination to be the administration's 
nomination of SancJta p. O'Connor to the U,S sir- top human rights official at the State Department 
preme Court. w,as strongly opposed by liberals amt moderates 

The coalition warned that the nomination will of both parties, and he withdrew'his name after 
cost . the president cons9ryative gn1ssroots sup, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee over­
port for his. economic program and will create whelmingly rejected his selection. 
new political difficulties for. Republican senators Phillips and other conservatives charged that 
who vote to confirm O'Connor over the protest Justice Department officials had misled t}le presi­
of pro-life activists. ~ent about O'Connor's record on abortion and so-

But Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker djs- cial iss~es ~nd ~uggest_ed .that a "covertip" of her 
!11is~e~ conse~vative criticism of O'Connor, say, r~corct is stlll go~g on inside the administration. 
nm 1t is "not hkely to be a serious ob~tacle to her : "Clearly," said Phillips, "Ronald Reagan and El­
confirmation." He predicted tbat she "will be con- e~nor Smeal (head of the National Organization 
nr,med easily by the U.S. Senate." fQr Women) both can't be right. I'm afraid Elea-

. ~en. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., called the coali- nor Smeal has the fa~ts better than the president." 
tion's warnings "a lot of foolish claptrap" and said . The "coverup" charge came in response to a Jus­
conservative groups were risking their credibil- tice Department memo prepared by Kenneth W. 
ity by their attacks on O'Connor. Starr, counselor to Attorney General William 

The White House believes its effort to defuse French Smith.Jo the memo, Starr said he had in­
right-wing opposition to the nomination is work- tervi~wed the nominee and "she indicated she 

, ing, but opponents vowed not10 give up the fight., had no recollection of how she yoted" ·on a bill 
tQ end crminal prohibitions against abortion. 

But Kathlee~ Te~gue, executivQ.director of tl)e 
American Legislative Exchlll'lge Council told re­
porters: "The information we have on her abor­
tion record, when compared with the information 
contai!}ed in t_he memorandum ... shows an appar­
e~t pruna facie coverup either on the part of Mrs. 
0 ~onnor or on the part of the attorney general's 
office, or both, of her voting record on abortion." 

Trudy Camping, who served in the Arizona 
SJate Senate with O'Connor, said O'Connor, the 
first woman ever nominated to the Supreme 
Court, had supported pro-abortion legislation 
"th~oughout her. term in office" despite Reagan's 
cl~im t.hat her views on abortion are compatible 
with his own and the pqsition of the Republican 
Party platform. 

"Those ~f us in Arizona who have worked long 
and hard m the trenches to elect our president' 
aFe shocked by the hurried manner in which this 
nomination has been handled without careful 
scrutiny of lier record," she said. 

Another part of O'Connor's pro-abortion record 
cited at .the news_ conferencewas her sponsorship 
of a family plannmg act which her critics contend 
would have allowed minors to get abortions with­
out the consent of their parents. . 

The coalition said its bill of particulars against 
O'Connor also includes her opposition to manda­
tory ca~ital punishment, her support fdr . the 
Equa~ ~tghts Amendment, and her vote against 
restnct10ns on the sale of pornographic materi-als, ___________________ __.J 

• ) ,. 
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-:-Reagan .Accused-of Betraying Rigfit 
· Representatives qJ .21. '.'New Rigµt" o~a;ii. · 

Coalition 81:tsts 'Co··}erup, ~tiohS Mlp a news conMr•h~~ yesterday_ in a Sen• ' T Y ate confereb.ce rootn to faun<!h a broadside attack 

Of C rt No in 
, R d against the O'Connor rlomh;iation, with th'e an-

OU m ee s ecor . nounced i*tention tf making her the Ernest 
Lefevef' Of the abott' n issue. · 

By Phil Gailey , "Just as liberals ere active against Ernest 
Washington S!ar Siarr Writer Lefevet because of his sytnbolism, we believe 

A coalition of conservative and anti-abortion there is impottant Symbolism in this nomina­
groups, complaining that Ronald Reagan has ig• tion," said Howard Phillips, the national director 
nored them ih his administration, yesterday ac• of the Conservative Caucus. 
cused the president of political betrayal in his ~fever's nomination to be the administration's 
nomination of Sandra b. O'Connor to the U.S. SU· top human rights official at the State Department 
preme Court. w.as strongly opposed by liberals and moderates 

The coalition warned that the nomination will of both parties, and he with'drew'his name after 
Gost the president const\rvative grassroots sup- the Senate Foreign Relations Committee over­
port for his. economic program and will create whelmingly rejected his selection. 
new political difficulties for Republican senators . Phillip's and other conservatives charged that 
who vote to confirm O'Connor ov~r the protest Justice Department officials had misled the presi­
of pro-life activists. dent about O'Connor's record on abortion and so-

. But Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker dis- ~ial iss~es ~nd suggested that a "coveru'p" of her 
missed conservative criticism of O'Connor say. r~cord 1s stip goJing on inside the administration. 
irrn it is 11not likely to be a serious obstacle t~ her ' ''Cle.arly,' said Phillips, "Ronald Reagan and El· 
confirmation." He predicted that she "will be oon• e~nor Smeal (head of the National Organization 
fi:rmed easily by the U.S. Senate.'' fqr Women) both can't be right. I'tn afraid Elea• 

'. Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., called the coali• nor Smeal has the fa.ts better than the president." 
tion's war~ings "a lot of foolish claptrap" and said . The "coverup" charge came in response to a Jus­
o¢nservahve groups were risking their credibil· tice Department memo prepared by Kenneth W. 
ity_ by their attacks on O'Connor. Starr, counselor to Attorney General William 

The White House believes its effort to defuse French Smith. In the memo Starr said he had in• 
right-wing opposition to the nomination is work• tervieWed the nominee and "she indicated she 
ingi but opponents vowed not 10 give up the fight., had no recollection of how she voted" on a bill 

to e~d crmihal prohibitions agaihst abortion. 
13ut Kathleen Teague, executtvQl.director of the 

Atnerfcafi Legislative Exchange Council told re­
porters. 11The information we have on her abor­
tion tetord, when com pated with the information 
corttained i11 the memorandum ... shows an appar­
rent pf./.itfUaaie coverup either on the part-of Mrs. 
O'Connet br oh the part of the attorney general's 
of{ice, oiH,t,th, of her votlbg record o.n abortion.'' 

Trudy Ca,mping, who served .in the Arizona 
SJate Senate with O'Connor, said O'Connor, the 
first v.:oman ever nominated to the Supreme 
Court Rad . supported pro-abortion legislation 
"throughQut per, tettn in office" despite Reagan's 
claim tiiat her views on abortion are compatible . 
with his own and the pQsition of the Republi~an 
Party platform. 

. "Those of us in Arizona w.ho have wol'ked long 
and hatd in the trenches to elect our president' 
ares.hocked by the hurried manher in which this 
nominatioti has been handled without careful · 
scrutiny of Het record," she said: 

AI\dtH.er part at O'Connor•~ pro-abortion record 
cited fthhe newtoonferencewas her sptmsotship 
of II fllniily ~lannirtg actwhich her critics contend 
would have allowed minors to get abOrtiohS with· 
out tM consent of their parents. . 
z.I.TH lio l i ~bill O.fIP3t! cul ms 
(r.Ui a O 1111.ll.111.U::IS, her o'ppb'Y i ~cfa-
ttlfy ~f>ital punis.l).tnent, her support f~r the 
Equ~ ~ights Amendment, and her vote against 
restrictio~s on the sale of pornographic materi-
~& . 

, Meanwhile, Sen. Gordon Humphrey, R-N.H., 
was embarrassed and angry after it was disclosed 
that he had arranged for the conservative groups 
t0 use a Senate meeting room in the Cdpitol for 
the news conference. 
I An aide said the senator made the room avail• 
able, at the request . of the ,Conservative Caucus. 
but did not know it was to be used1 as a settins 
for the conservative attack on O'Connor. . 

Humphrey is uncommitted on the nomination 
and, according to the aide, was '"very upset" when 
he learned about his name being linked to the 
news conference. . · 

"In the future he will see to it that trie Conser, 
"'.ative Cautus gets M help from this office in get­
tmg a Senate room, ""'said the aide. 

_.I 
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·,GOLDWATER FAULTS 
O'CONNOR CRITICS 

Anti-Abortion _Groups Step Up 
Th._elr Attacks and Senator 
. Tells Them to 'Back Off' 

I 
WASHINGTON, July 9 (UPI)- Con­

servative groups today intensified their 
attack on Judge Sandta Day O'Connor, 

I 
President Reagan's no~inee for the su­
preme Court, despite Republican pre- I 
dictions of victory and Waf1llll&$ from 
Senator Barry Goldwater that they 
should "back off." 

The Senate Republican ,~d~r, Bow­
ard H. Baker Jr. of Tennessee. said 

1 
Judge O'C<mnor would be "confirmed 
easily" but indi~~ed that final approval 

· might be dela~ until September. 
l Mr, Baker said at a news confe.-ence 
t that Senator Strom Thurmond of South 

Carolina, chairman of the Jq~iciary 
Committee, had assured Mr. Balter that 
he v,ias "ready to move'' as soon as th~ 
White House formally submitted the 
nomination. 

Mr. Baker predicted that Judge O'­
Connor would be ••confirmed easily ei­
ther before the recess, mQre likely 
shortly after we return" on Sept. 9. 

WouldJolnCQul1inFall 
Judge O'Connor, 51 years old, a for­

mer Republican leader in the Arizona 
Legislature, serves on the Arizona Court 
of Appeals. If confirmed, she will re- · 
place Associate Justice Potter Stewart · 
when the Court, now in summer recess, 

' reconvenes on the first Monday of Octo­
ber. 

Anti-abortion forces have denounced 
' two votes that she cas't in 1970 and 1974, 
whUe a member of the Arizona Senate, 
and to some extent her past support for · 
the proposed equal rights amendment to 
the Federal Constitution. 

Senator Goldwater, Mrs. O'Connor' 
leading supporter declared in a Senate 
speech that "a lot of foolish claptrap" 
had been circulated about her position . 
... "Instead pf jumpthg to conclusions 
about her views, on the basis of years' 
old positions that were taken in a differ-

• , ent context and setting, why can't these 
people wait until the nomination hear­
ings?" Mr. Goldwater asked. "The 
right-to-life groups are totally off base 
and should back off.•• 

But a coalition of 21 conservative and 
im,ti-abortion groups charged that Mr. 
Reagan dld not fully understand Judge 
O'Connor's voting• record. The charge: 
involved a Justice Department memo­
randum given to Mr. Reagan that said 
Judge O'Connor did not remembe how 
- '--'-$- • • ... 
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'GOLDWATER FAULTS 
I O'CONNOR CRITICS 
Anti-Abortion Groups Step Up 

1 T~ir Attacks ~nd Senator 
. Tells Them to 'Back Off' 

' · WASHINGTON, JUiy 9 (UPI) - Con­
, .,_,t servative groups today intensified their 

"fl attack Oh Judge Sandra Day O'COMOr, 
President Reagan's nominee for the Su­
preme Court, despite Republican pre­

~. , dictions of victory ahd warnings from 
\f Senator Barry Goldwater that they 
I{ should •iback off." . 
f · The Senate Republican leader, How-
~ ard H. Baker Jr. of TeMessee, said 
,, . Judge O'Connor wOUld be "confirmed 

easily" but indicated that final approval 
might be delayed until September. 

Mr. Baker said at a news conference 
that Senator Strom Thurmond of South 
Carolina, chairman of the Ju!liciary 
Committee, had assured Mr. Baker that 
he was "ready to move" as soon as the 
White House formally submitted the 
nomination. 

Mr. Baker predicted that Judge O'­
Connor would be "confirmed easily ei­
ther before the recess, more likely 
shortly after we return" on Sept. 9. 

WouldJolnCourtlnFall I 

Judge O'Connor, 51 years old, a for-
mer Republican leader in the Arizona 
Legislature, st!rVes on the Arizona Court 
of Appeals. If confirmed, she will re­
place Associate Justice Potter Stewart 
when the Court, now in summer recess, 

' reconvenes on the first Monday of Octo­
ber. 

Anti-abortion forces have denounced 
' two votes that she cast in 1970 and 1974, 
while a member of the Arizona Senate, 
and to some extent her past support for 
the proposed equal rights amendment to 
the Federal Cot1stitution . 

.Senator Goldwater, Mrs. O'CoMor's 
leading supporter, declared in a Senate 
speech that "a lot of foolish claptrap" 
had been circulated about her position. 

•.•1nstead of jumpltlg to conclusions 
about her views, on the basis of years' 
old positions that w~re taken in a differ­
ent context and settibg, why can't these 
l)e(>J)le wait until the nomltmtion hear­
tnas?" Mr. Goldwtlt~r asked. "The 
right-to-life gtgUJ>$ are totally off bas 
and should bictoff. 11 

But a cdatitton l>f 21 conservative and 
anti-abortion gt'9llps chargea that'Mr. 
R.eagatt illd not Mly tihch!rs ~ Judge 
O'Connor's Voting· recotd. 'tlie 8harge 
invoWed a JUstic:t t)epartment inemo­
rartd\im given to l(r. Relgan that said 
Judge O'Connor did.not remember how 
she voted on the 197Q measure. 

"I think wheh hi! lias all the tacts - if 
they are true - he tnay change his 
mind," said Paul Weyrich, head of the 
Committee for the Survival of a Pree 
congress. •11 think tl\e declsitm was 
made without alt the cattls'in the detk,'' 

The White -use §aid that Judge o•. 
COMor was a to ~ni& to Wash-
ington next w to meet ~th members 
of the Judldary Cotnmittee. But a sur­
vey of the.papel revealed no ,outright op­
position, with ~bbut halt 'th«! tnt!lfttiers 
leaning in favor of the noittina,ti()tl and 
others withholdlhg . Judgment pending 
•confirmation hearillgs. 

Sehator Jesse' Hl!lms, Rer,ul>lkan of 
North Carolina, a leading cotiset\rative 
who Is a member of the Judiciary Com­
niltfee, told reporters today that he 
woutd not comment before he talks with 

· Mrs,O'Connornextweek. 

Th .a_ V\.)e_L-0 L---\·D t k_ T~t::-S . } 
_ _ I L3c_11..L ~ Lo ., 198 
f-, L o Q...L.\ ) c:J 
A _ , 3 
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SpecfldtoTbeNwYorkTlmea 

WASHINGTON, July 8 -: President 

I Reagan was reported today to be urging 
some of his conservative allies to "keep 
an open mind" on the qualifications of 
Judge Sandra Day O'Connor, l\is newly 
announced choice for the Ujlitil States 

I 

Man Accused of Rifling Files 
~ In Senator Hart's Office Is Ill 

Washington Watch 
Monday1n lu1lne11 Day 

'The New York Tl.m•• 
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By·HEDRICK SMITf! . But in the ptoc!:lSS, several ID,~ffi.bers headed the effort to,b'loc:k ratification of 
special to ~New York Ti!lles; . of. Congress commented, the President the proposed equal righ~ amendmentto 

WASHINGTON; July Si;- 'With his has -blunted the right-~K·t~teteot~ the :feqeral Constitution. Judge O'Con­
. nomination of Sandra Day O'Connor for ~ that Democrats were begmrung -to._.us~ , nor is known for having supported the 
: :the Supreme Q:>urtl'vacancy, President against him in the increasingly .part1san1 amendment, though White 'House offi­

Reagan has :won admiring .,applaµse battle over economi~ issues,;;; ,i . ~- - cials said that;more recently _she had ex­
. ·from· rival politicians ~for ·.a ,ma!!terly '..:,:House Spealser Thomas P f 9'Neill Jr., 1iressed •~some reservations'r about it. 

political st!(!l~e as ~ e}l. as .-a str~~g ju4i- :. J:>em~rat of,. Massachµset~s. : ~rho has, _ "With ,;Ronald ReagaI! a~ ~ residep.t, 
c1al chou;e,t(".9- , · ~ '.'l!!io1 ·1 -been ma toe-to-toe battle with Mr. R~- 1 the fact. that you can get-a woman aP-

1:hls c!tY still reca!}s-tl!_at J~an on the budget-and-:taxes, ' called a pointed~to th~ Court ·~ ren;iar!rable," 
a httle over a decade ago" truce long enough to hall Jhdge O'Con-"' Mr~Udall asserted. "The fact that ;you 
P~esi1ent __ Richa~ .1 ,. M. ·nor's~omination a~ :;t:J:te best ~g he's @l~.get ·SO!}l~ne ,as m(?(lef ilte~ an? as 
Nu,con ,h_ad to face pohtical . done smce he was maugurat~., · .. Mean- close to tlie ·center -of ~the· .Republlcan 
bumiijation when the ;Sen- 'while, rigbt-wing leaders were accusing Party~ as she is, is ·really 'stunning. It 

· ate rejected ~ o of his Court rtomin~, 'the President of ~ttaying '!he ~ -~publi-' erases the stereotype og~ition :to Rea-
ClementF. Haynsworth Jr.·and G.11ar- can platform's condi,.ti,ons on .Court aP- gan." -
roldcarswell,: ' ~• . .,. l!l"·_q_ ;\;: · ."'i \ -pointments. - . ~- .~ ~ •·!'.•./ ._ • . -Som~ Senate conservatives such as 

- • ~ ' .. <11 • • · ~1· : . ,. ,:, . To otheni, the prago;iatic syz;noohsn:i ·1 . - • , ,. • -
, .. _Now, Mr._ .• ~eaga~: 1s, bel!lg ~redi~ed ol Judge O'Connor's ·selection_ f~llowed Paul Laxalt, Republ~~ of N,~vada, 

'With.an astute Court ,~election that,xm~ the .pattern of some of Mr.t~ eagari's took comfort, ~ough .gmgerly, m the 
mediately won the eqdorsement .,of .a , ,early Cabinet appointments£ which, fact that ~res1d1;?t Reaga.n _ha~ .P~ 
~road spectrum, 'from C<J?S~rvativ~ . 'plased mainstream ~eI?ublicans; itri- nounce,<1 himse}! ~lly ~tisfi~.., With 
like Senator Barry,,Goldwat~r, • RtiPUQJ.\- , ,tated hard,line .conservatives .and ena, Mrs. 0 C~nno~ phllosophiqlily. .• . 
can of Arizona, tol iberals ·ijke,Senator·' bled thfl>resident .to·broaden'his.,politi-. .. Other, linemt>_ets of ..,Con~ cited 
Edward ¥,- Kenn_eqy,, Dr mocnf of, M:as- _ caP'.appe:i!l ~as, his tenure began. Now, ~rs._ 0 ,Conn?r s ,c;ons~ix~txv~ reputa- . 
sachusetts.; . _ . ;,; . ·_ . , ~ .•. ·they. said, .Mr. Reagan is once ·again tion, s~esting that rmtiallf pe.rhaps 

The, President ~ha_s nskf:d .a n~w<ti "Courtjng the political "center at-the ex- both_ h~rals1 and ,,.con.sl:~_fl~ves we.re- . 
breach with the radical right wing of the , pense of the radical right. •~~ f _ ~~~nnterpretµi_g her; .·flJ XIbihty pn such . 
Republican Party,,. whjch }µis ·prov_ided . ,,,· ,.. "'' , • ~ , a· · . .,-; .. ~ ,, • , ,ii',; ,i ISS~eslas abort1~n,;;.As a -m~m,be,r ,ef tile -
.his ,most 0zealous political support " ... -;; ;Uclall·Praises Selection: ;_;a~, "1 Arizona S~te m -1974; Mrs: O Conn~r 

----~ 'the years and is ,'C,IOW openlY:;filS: : :,:,~'" This As inc~bly"i sn:iart~'politics," , oted ~~ams~ a ban o~ -~~ z:tions at Ari­
mayed overt\1:r. R~~an s CJ>urt c_ho1ce, ,said Representative Morris K. Udall, a -~na Uruv; rs1ty H~p1~., 
., " • • ~ "-' ·'' · '·~· N J liberal'Arizona'Pemocrat;f •:n•~ a -real .~ But in the face of•a .,,.v.oiley_of reproof 

- - - ' strike: You0take all the groups,m'Amer- from the Nationai'Rightto,Life Commit-

Se714fe Belie~d Ur#i~ely to Vote on COij~i~~,i,'.tiie~ 
. " ' . -~ ,f. ;.,•'-• ,-• ~- - .._ ' . ~ .t· ·• • -l; ~f- .,~• 

i ca', anif;there has been none mo~e di~, teeandotheranti-abolajoii.'andiar,right 
trustful of Reagan than_ the- women's . political action groups; theWhiteBouse 
movement:'TI:Ji!! just cuts the ground ·out took a detached . view, , evidently con­
from under them. It will be dotibly;:del'i!' vinced that the JPresii:lent had ,effec­
f ious to; the leaders of thE: )(om~n:s< tively isolated the far,tjghf.~n ~ s selec-

By FRANCIS X. CL~S 
• Speclal toTbe,~ew):'orkT~ 

Y/ASHINGTON, July 8 .1.. -The Sen­
ate's :'(Ote:on ilie nomination ·or Judge 
S8.lldra Day 0 'Connor to the Supreme 
c&irt is not likely until September, Seh ­
.,.tP. RP.l'lnhlir.;m leaders said todav: Thev . 

tive groups opposed to the appointment. · 
Anti-abortion ·groups met .this after­

noon to plan•·ar'common' strategy, and 
thtuf far tlie Senato!' tlie.y look to as their 
l eader, Jesse Helms ·of North Carolina, 
has remained a step b:i!c'k from the blit­
tle';-saying he was sti_l~,~~estJg~~ !!is~ 

. .-
needlessJy gave .tli"e1>ack of.his han<l tC!> 
an important-part bf his'coalitjo~.'' :,; ; 

David R. Gergen, the s~nior White 
House spokesman, said that the•rPresi­
dent was tryigg td dif~ potential.':op­
posftton to the appointment by mee~g 
yesterday with SenatorJHelms~ d tele-~ _,. ,_;.,=-- +i.,...._r.,.n ~ r --r~..,..:;:;:; 'C'~ l~ ,a.11 n~"--

movement because people hl(e Phyllis,. tion. · 0 
"" • L"li .• ·. ; 

Schlafly will be trying to take, Reagan's "There's going to bea lot of sound,and 
head off." · ~ ' . ~. fury," said one Reagan aide, " b\Jlit:~vill: ' 

Mrs. Schlafly, a, prominent:..Republi, wind up signifying little or,nothing when 
can· activist •from Illinois, has spear~ it's allover.'' 
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Judge Sandra Day .O!Connor in her-chambers in Phoenix. Jar of jellybeans was a gift from an anonymous sender. 

Anilysis President Richard ~ ~M. 
N~on had to face pohtical 

,~ humiliation when the Sen-
ate ·rejected two of his Court nominees, 
Clement F. Haynsworth Jr. and G. Har­
roict' Carswell. 

"' ?>ibw, Mr. Reagan is being credited 
witlt' an astute Court selection that im­
mediately won the endorsement of a 
broad spectrum, from conservatives 
like:senator Barry Goldwater, Republi­
can~of Arizona, to liberals like Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy, Democ~t of Mas-
sachusetts. · 

Uiei' President has risked a new 
b~cb with the radical right wing of the . 
Repuplican Party, which has provided 
his -most zealous political support 

, thrciugh the years and is now openly dis­
mayed over Mr. Reagan's Court c_hoice. 

Se11ateBelieved Unlikely to Vote on Court Nominee ·Till September 
By FRANCIS X. CLINES µve groups opposed to the appointment. 

spec1a110TbeNewYorkTimes Anti-abortion groups met this after-
needlessly gave the back of his hand to 
an important part of his coalition.•' 

Supreme Court begihs in October and 
Senator Baker has promised to expedite 
the nomination to meet that date. 

Senator John East, the North Carolina 

nor's nor~hiaiion as "the best thing he's 
done since he was inaugurated." Mean­
while, right-wing leaders were accusing 
the President of betraying the Republi­
can platform's conditions on Court ap-
pointments. · 

To others, the pragmatic syrµbolism 
of Judge O'Connor's selection followed 
the pattern of some of Mr. Reagan's 
early Cabinet appointments, which 
plased mainstream Republicans, irri­
tated hard-line conservatives and ena­
bled the President to broaden his politi­
cal appeal as his tenure began. Now, 
they said, Mr. Reagan is once again 
courting the political center at the ex­
pense of the radical right. 

can get someone as moderate, anci as 
close to the center of the Republican 
Party as she is, is really stunning. It 
erases the stereotype opposition to Rea­
gan." 

Som~ Senate conservatives, such as 
Paul Laxalt, Republican of Nevada, 
took comfort, though gingerly, in the 
fact that President Reagan had p~ 
nounced himself "fully satisfied" with 
Mrs. O'Connor "philosophically.'.' 

Other members of Congress cited 
Mrs .. O'Connor's conservative reputa­
tion, suggesting that initially perhaps 
both liberals and conservatives were 
overinterpreting her flexibility on such 
issues as abortion. As a member of the 

Udall Praises Selection I ArizOna Senate in 1974, Mrs. O'Connor 
"This is incredibly smart politics," i voted a~ains~ a ban°~ abortions at Ari­

said Representative Morris K. Udall, a zona Uruversity Hospital. 
liberal Arizona Democrat. "It's a real But in the face of a volley of reproof 
strike. You take all the groups in Amer- from the National Right to Life Commit­
ica, and there, has been none more dis- tee and other anti-abortion and far-right 
trustful of Reagan than the women's political action groups·, the White House 
movement. This just cuts the ground out I took a detached view, evidently con­
from under them. It will be doubly deli- vinced that the President had effec­
cious to the leaders of the women's tively isolated the far dght on this selec­
movement because people like Phyllis tion. 
Schlafly will be trying to take Reagan's "There's going to be a lot of sound and 
head off." fury," said one Reagan aide, "b1;1t it will 

Mrs. Schlafly, a prominent Republi- wind up signifying little or nothing when 
can activist from Illinois, has spear- it'sallover." WASHINGTON, July 8 - The Sen- noon to plan a common strategy, and 

ate's vote on the nomination of Judge thus far the Senator they look to as their 
Sandra Day O'Connor to ·the Supreme leader, Jesse Helms of North Carolina, 
Court is not likely until September, Sen- has remained a step back from the bat­
ate Republican leaders said today. They · tle, saying he was still investigating dis­
also reported no significant opposition crepancies betwee!} his and President 
developing as yet despite threats from Reagan'.s views of Judge O'Connor's 

David R. Gergen, the senior White 
House spokesman, said that the Presi­
dent was trying to diffuse potential op­
position to the appointment by meeting 
yesterday with Senator Helms and tele­
phoning the Rev. Jerry Falwell, presi­
dent of Moral Majority, a religious and 
political lobbying organization, in the 
hope that they w.ould""keep an open 
mind" about the appointment. A spokes­
man for Mr. Falwell said that he did not 
commit himself. 

1 

Republican who is a member of the Ju- I============================= 
diciary Committee and is considered to 
be'. Senator Helm's protege in the anti-

conservative, anti-abortion lobbyists. legislative record on the abortion issue. 
"If they're going to start a fight, . "l'in not going to prejudge the l~dy," 

they're going to find Old Goldie fighting said Senator Helms, who led a success­
them like hell," said Senator Barry ful fight at the Republican National Con­
GoldwateN>f Arizona, Judge O'Connor's vention last July for an anti-abortion 
chief sponsor, warning Moral Majority plank that some critics co~t.end Mr. 
and other social-issue groups against Reagan "betrayed" with his.nomination 
"sticking their·noses into the everyday yesterday of Judge O'Connor.of the Ari­
qperatioQiro.f government.•~ , , ·tona,.Court..of.Ap_pea.ls- If confi{med, the 

That remark from the Republican 51-year-oldjudgewouldbecomethefirst 
once admired by some as "Mr. Conser- woman to serve on the Supreme Court. 
vative" underlined the tactical diffi- . As a state legislator in Arizona, Mrs. 
culty opponents were likely to have in O'Connor at different times endorsed 
trying to make a broadly based conser- the proposed Federal· equal rights 
vative issue of the appointment. . amendment and voted against anti-

Some anti-abortion lobbyists con- abortion interests. But some Arizonans 
ceded as much but said that the two in both parties contend that, in the 
months before a full Senate vote neces- larger context of her legislative career, 
sitated by inquiriies in the Sen~te and she was not "pro-abortion," as she is 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and now characterized by some lobbying 
the legislative recess next month, gave groups here. / 
them a chance to mobilize their mailing Reagan 'Misled' by Staff 
lists and build constituent pressure . . 
against Judge O'Connor. Those groups hav~ av~ided ?laming 

. . Mr. Reagan for their ·disappointment, 
"It takes certain elements to create a taking the view expressed this morning 

b~tle, ~d so far !}ley'r!! not there," on National Public Radio by Richard Vi­
said P~W M. Weynch, ~tor of tne guerjt, the conservative fund-raiser: 
Comrmttee for the Survival of a Free • "He's a. busy mart who relies heavily on 
Congress, one of a number of conserva- his staff, who have misled him, and he 

Floor Vote in September 
Senator Strom Thurmond, the ..South 

Carolina Republican who is chairman of 
the Judiciary Co~ittee, ··said he be,. 
lieved·that the F .B.I. background check 
on Judge O'Connor might require two 
weeks for completion, to be followed by 
a week's notice for the committee hear­
ing. His current impres~ion, he said, 
was that Judge O'Connor would eventu­
ally be confirmed. 

"I'm going to try arld help the Presi­
dent all I can," the Senator said this 
morning. "My plan is to support her un­
less something comes tip at the hearing 
we don't know about." 

A spokesman for Senator Howard H. 
Baker Jr: of Tennessee,' the Senate ma­
jority leader, estimated that, at the 
earliest, the appointment might be dealt 
with by the Judiciary Committee just 
before the August recess, with a floor 
vote in early September. The timing is 
important. because the fall term of the 

abortion movement, promised "a good 
hard look" at Judge O'Connor's views 
om. abortion, the equal rights amend­
ment and busing to achieve racial bal­
ance in public schools. 

He did not flatly announce his opposi­
tiqnl to the appointment. But, in refer­
ence to the 1973 Supreme Court ruling 
iliat abortion was a constitutional right 
of t7omen, he said: "Regardless of a 
nru!;rlnee's views on abortion, I would be 
rerqctant to support any appointee who 
thought Roe v. Wade reflected sound 
cortstitutional law.•• 

If the qpposition is to make headway, 
it fu\!St convince such key Judiciary 
Committee members as Senator Orrin 
G. Hatch, a Utah Republican who is usu­
ally_ quite sympathetic_ to the anti-abor­
tion·bloc. "I intend to support the Presi­
dent," the Senator said today, "But she 
has to answer certain questions." 

,i"itti-abortion lobbyists promised to 
use the August recess to build consider­
able constituent pressure. Senator Gold­
water was stirred to anger when in­
formed . of Mr. Falwell's opinion that a 
wide spectrum of Christian groups could 
be mobilized against Judge O'Connor. 

••Every good Christian ought to kick 
Falwell in the posterior." the Senator 
responded. 

_ll~~a_,,~J_; 

tktf' .·~_:' 
How to ~ming down with 
something," and what to do if you 

don't is only part of what Jane 
Brody's Personal Health column 

1s all about. Most of all, it's about you. 
About how to stay healthier. And Happier. 

Catch it next time around. 

Wednesday in 
The Living Section 

in your copy of 
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