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Supreme Court nominee San' ra Day 0’Connor, co
ing her “courtesy calls” on members of the Senate,
with reporters late yesterday afte

W

inu- ms (left), R-N.C. The two had met earlier in Helms’
talks fice where they chatted ',.pziv‘atelﬁ_.‘ Supreme - Court
eeting with Sen. Jes- nominations require Senate confirmation.
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Nominees “Winked”’ Through

Not since Presidents Kennedy and
_ Johnson filled vacancies to the
Court have the president and the
Senate been of the same political par-
ty. In the 1960s the Senate either
“winked” appointees through or
blocked' one by filibustering it to
death. Any filibuster on the O'Con-
nor appomtment would  be' some-
thing more than outrageous. There's
no excuse for standing in the Sen-
ate's schoolyard door and prevent-
ing a vote. But the Senate has an -
equal - responsibility “to ' provide a
high standard ‘of confirmation re- .
view and not pass lifetime, ap-
pointments . onto‘the SupremefCourt i
in perfunctory manner. ,

Senators should insist that three
confirmation practices be followed::

.(1.) Confirmation is a formal pro-
cess. The attorney, general should -
substantiate what in Judge O’Con-
nor’s record and career:makes her
distinctly qualified for this high ap-
pointment. As part of the formality
of the confirmation :process; rall -
meetings between senators, their
aides and Judge O’Connor should be
in a public hearing setting.-The in. -
dependence, and appearance ofiin- |
dependence, of the appomtee must’
be preserved.

(2) The vyote shoufd not be
rushed. There should be ample time
to examine the nominee's record
carefully. An unhurried process will
not prevent Judge O'Connor from
sitting in the Court’s fall term. Nei-
ther the Judiciary Committee nor
the Senate should vote on the nomi-
nation until after the summer re-
cess. By not rushing, the Senate em-
phasizes prudence: mistakes, once
made, cannot be corrected.

(3.) The committee should issue a
report to the full Senate. This should
help define the key issues for each
Senator. A report builds on-the re-
cord established in the formal hear-
ings. It enables the Senate to logk at
the nominee's overall record. Judge
O'Connor should be approved or re-
jected on-her total record, not on any
one vote cast as a legislator or any
one decision handed down as trial
or appellate judge. .

™.

-Special Place

Supreme Court appointments
have a special place in our system
of self-government. They fall outside
of the daily din and clamor of ordi-
nary politics. In a government with
limited powers, government itself
has a responsibility not to violate in-
dividual rights. The Constitution,
because it is supreme, must prevail
if it conflicts with other laws. Our
Supreme Court sets legal standards
for our shared American values, and
therefore its justices must be impar-
tial and fair.

The soundness of the confirma-
tion procedures goes to the heart of
attaining these lofty and practical
principles. By meeting its advise-
and-consent responsibilties, the Sen-
ate is putting the president on notice
that the search for Supreme Court
justices should be wide. A sound con-
firmation process will help keep the
president  free of single-interest
pressures when he fills the next va-
cancy, and will aid the president in
selecting conservatives who are in-
dependent and fair.

David Cohen is the immediate past
president of Common Cause who
* currently is developing a report on
the future directions of the public
interest movement for the Dyson
and Wallac;—Murray Foundations.
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amea K.W. Athettan The Wnshlngmn Post
Judiciary mmxtte “Chalman Thurmond.

fully brlefed and accompamed by :
a ﬂymg wedge of Reagan admir
lstratlon ofﬁcxals, made her v

from 'the ,leadersh%p that sh

‘be confirmed without difficulty.
. The Moral Majority also ho mpr he

backed away from its earlier op- O ‘onnor, 'I‘henJl tralled by about
osition, ace%xowledgmg that ‘g‘on'

sound crews amj‘ 'pol ce
she would 80 off to the next: pla_

iblicly,
ing very  the day’ :
hard to fall in hne behmd the . “Im just going around to have
president.” . achance to say hello, face to face,”

» Though _other antl-abortmn she sald “I understand 1t’s trad1~ ;
77\2 12&'&'/\ "*:)\{D'\ groups held fast, yesterday nev- tiona : S B
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txckmg on Capltol Hill yesterday,

expressmg her opposmon i é_\bor-
tion and winning a prediction

~ from the leadership that she will
" be confirmed without dlfficulty

. The Moral Majority also
backed away from its earlier op-

anythmg, "
Thomas. “We are working very
hard to fall in line. behmd the
- president.”. :
Though other
groups held fast, yesterday nev-

rthe_less looked llke the day ev-

ek

S y James K.W. Atherton — The Washington Post
Smnth, center, calls on Judlcxary Commlttee Chan'man Thurmond.

wen poli- 2

pOSlthIl, acknowledgmgc that con-

. she would go off to the next place.

up ;
said spokesman Cal  Publicly, she would only say tha_t st

antL-abortlon '

A

erything began to fall in place for‘
the nomination. O0’Connor, care-
fully briefed and accompanied by

~a flying wedge of Reagan admin-

istration officials, made her way

from office to office for brief chats
~and photo gessions,

After each stop, a senator
would generally emerge to say

_how impressed he was Wwith

O'Connor, Then, trailed by about
60 reporters, camera technicians,
sound crews and police officers,

the day was going “wonderfully.”
.~ “Pm just going around to have

a chance to say hello, face to face,”
she said. “I understand it’s tradi-
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The New York Times /D, Gorton

UNACCUSTOMED As 'I’HEY WERE. Jud sindrq not lnd such a caller be!ore. But the rltull se!!mm:l :lo
Smtor S A

I expect to support her.” And Attorney General Wil-

Day 0’Connor was certainly the first woman to pay | work: “I think she’ll be conﬂrmed,”

“courtesy calls in a quest for confirmation as a Supreme
 Court Justice, Senator Strom Thurmond certainly had |-

+;«photographers 1
..,g,g Connor  visited, among others,
+«8trom Thurmond of South Carolina,

chairman of the Senate Judlclary
g ..Committee; Senators Barry Goldwa-

.v,tgr and Dennis DeConcini from her na-
resentative Thomas

;. +tive Arizona; R
¢ P, O'Neill Jr. Massachusetts, the
:u,Speaker of the Kouse. and Representa-
tive Robert H, Michel of Illinois, the

».-House minority leader.
2K 1 ‘It Could Be Unanimous’
el 3

-4 "Hereis what they said:
, Senator Thurmond, whose commit-

tee will hold hearings on her nomina-

t

t ge O’Connor gave
clipped, controlled responses to even
the most innocuous questions.

What had she and Mr. Smith dis-
cussed?
“We're pl my schedule for
the week,'’ she said evenly.
How does she feel about her trip to
the Hill?
‘‘It's a great pleasure to have the op-
' portunity to meet with so many distin.
guished members of the Senate.”’
Does she feel a bit like a debutante,
being introduced to all these people?
*‘No, I don’t feel like a debutante.’’

‘llam French Smith dld, acting as guide. Page AlS.
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‘A Master

aster,
v “Ansona Judga Sandra. 0 onnor,
for Supr?me  Court, Will Be Firat"Woman Justice)'

 the headlines say, and my phone rings a little more
these days. “Who is she, what is she like; and what

: W Udall ﬂ
Str

* future of Ronald Reagan?” =
. T'lltry to shed Some light.

" I'm a lawyer and a fellow Arlzonan, and while

Im not a close friend of the: nommee, we are ac-

| quaintances, I know her throughher reputation -

asa community leader.

v{ When' people as polltica]ly 1\z’erse as Barr&
Goldwater, Johii Rhodeés, Ted - \
" Kennedy and I can all suppqrt a

Supreme Court, nominee, it's
got to be rémarkable, But she
will be ‘opposed. The New
Right, the Moral Majority ‘and
Phyllis Schlafly will go after her _

- with a vengeance that is thell" gt G
. particular trademark

" Nevertheless, T expect Mn& sl
O’Connor will, and ought to-be,
confirmed,

To understand some of what.
I have to say, you must under-
stand some basic things about
the Arizona Republican Party,
A moderate Republican friend
of mine told me in Tucson not

‘long ago that the party had split .
into two camps: conservative
and - very conservative. “The
very conservative believe noth-

ing should be done for the first
time,” he said, “and the conser-
vatives believe that a few things
should be done for the first
time, but not now.” e

The point of this is that San-
dra O'Connor is a conservative
Arizona Republican, but she is a
sensible conservative, and in her
career in the Arizona Legislature
she is said to have had a vote or
two that could have been deemed
pro-abortion. And she is said to
have supported the Equal Rights
Amendment early on.

She has a good judicial tem-
perament. She can be tough.
She clearly is a conservative,
but she has never placed parti-
san political values before jus-
tice. Those who practice in' her court describe her as
practical, conscientious, fair and open-minded.

Justice Rehnquist, on the other hand, i8 one of
the brightest men I have ever met, but he is an
ideologue who brings & passionate pomt, of view to
every case before him, and that point of view is

always conservative. O'Connor has a reputation
for treating the law in a businesslike way. She
may be a kind of balance-wheel when the “breth-
ren” lock the doors and begin to argue the dispo=
sition of important cases.

Arizona, a small state, has produced an amaz-
ing number ‘of hational candidates, congressional

ol{e‘ﬂ

" does this mean for the court and for ‘the political
‘3 ~ tice of a state supreme court was Lorna Logkwood
of Arizona. Sandra O’Connor was the first woman =

~and her),very successful ¢ career in ublm service and’

The writer is a Democratic representa-

| tive from Arizona,

Y/
\NA e

A"

’

d Aers and natlonal spokesmen I think part of
Ihe explanation is that Arizona always has en-

en confounded at the contrasts, but in Arizona;
its taken for granted, The first woman chief jus-

_ majority leader in a state legislature. Margaret
Hance, the mayor of Phoenix, was perhaps the
first female big city mayor in the country, or cer-
tainly one of the first.

Sandra O’Connor and the Arizona Republicans

in the conservatwe group are not Moral Majority

\

i

“The appomtmergt of Sandra O’Connor shows a

; t.yhes,’ but they are conservative whénfit comes to

social and economic issues.
My Democratic friends ought to be grateful for
' this appointment. It's almost inconceivable to me

that they could do any better. Ronald Reagan isn't

going to appoint liberal Democrats. He's going to ap-
' point people to the right of center wherever he can:

The appointment of O’Connor is a master
stroke, ‘comparable to Richard Nixon’s going to

China, It shows a flexibility, a bigness, that the
Ronald Reagan stereotype doesn’t recognize. It
shows a political savvy on the part of the president
that I had assumed was not there. I'm certain that
women political activists also doubted it was there.

Lyndon Johnson had an opportunity to ap-

point a woman and didn’t. Kennedy had the same
opportunity and passed it by. So did Nixon. So

[,/L—/‘)/ AL A ¢

/ ’;‘,:'.“,zz(“(/ /

ed a civilized kind of politics. Washmgton isi

did Ford. But Ronald Reagan said
point & woman, and he did.

John East and Jerry Falwell will
to Sandra O’Connor. But that won
cause they’ll make up with Reagt
anyway, Where else would they go?

On the other hand, the president,

*has deflected criticism from liber:
women, two of his principal antagon
lence won’t last forever, but the e
dulled. ,

Does the appomtment ‘of Sand
bother me? No, it doesn’t. My liber:
might be upset f:

. make a distinctio!

electoral process
cial process: Elec
who i8 consery,

. thing, but the pre

_ing the controver:

- before the. Supn

. quite another. |

. case, it’s the abi

‘stand and apply

‘counts, Sandra

' competence in t
*not questioned.

. Jerry Falwell

! demanding son

that ~ O’Connor
¢ cases to their liki
 not what the ¢

about. Barry G

 right ‘when he ¢
* buy this idea th;

- the Supreme (
stand for this, thi
thing,” Goldwate
the constitution

~ court. T wish |
grasp Barry’s me

You can tell a

ple and even dra
the company: the;
affiliations - they
resume has thes
tries: prosecutor,
state senate lead:
ployee with the

Germany, juveni

publican Party of

Smithsonian Ass

tion Army, Soro

Arizona  Acadi

League,. board <

" Blue Shield; board of directors of the

Bank, elected Woman of the Year a
the annual award from the Phoenix
Christians and Jews. And there is mu

It may be a cliche, but in the ¢
O'Connor, she really is a pillar of t!
A consistent, decent, hardsworki
politician, mother, wife, lawyer, |
and judge.

When one looks at Sandra O'C
her brand of Republicanism and |
publican friends she keeps; it was
that someone in the White House
good to be true.”

Like [ said earlier, Washington 1
‘a bit surprised, but out in Arizon

" Sandra O’Connors for granted.
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Master Stroke

landers and natlonal spokesmen. I think part of
the explanation is that Arizona always has en-
Jjoyed a civilized kind of politics. Washington is
often confounded at the contrasts, but in Arizona;

it’s taken for granted. The first woman chief jus-

tice of a state supreme court was Lorna Logkwood
of Arizona. Sandra O’Connor was the first woman
majority leader in a state legislature. Margaret
Hance, the mayor of Phoenix, was perhaps the
first female big city mayor in the country, or cer-
tainly one of the first.

Sandra O’Connor and the Arizona Republicans
in the conservative group are not Moral Majority

PN

“The appomtment of Sandra O’Connor shows a
-ﬂexzbzhty, a bigness, that the Ronald Reagan

stereotype doesn’t recognize. It shows a polztzcal
. ,savvy L had ,assumed was not there.”

types, but they are conservahve when it comes to .

social and economic {ssues,
My Democratic friends ought to be grateful for

that they could do any better. Ronald Reagan isn't
going to appoint liberal Democrats. He's going to ap-

' point people to the right of center wherevet he can.

The appointment of O’Connor is a master

stroke, "comparable to Richard Nixon’s going to

‘China, It shows a flexibility, a bigness, that the

Ronald Reagan stereotype doesn’t recoghize. It
ghows a political savvy on the part of the president

that I had assumed was not there. I'm certain that
women political activists also doubted it was there.
Lyndon Johnson had an opportunity to ap-

point a woman and didn’t. Kennedy had the same
opportunity and passed it by. So did/ Nixon. So

did Ford. But Ronald Reagan said he would ap-
point & woman, and he did.
John Fast and Jerry Falwell will never say yes

-~ to Sandra O’Connot. But that won’t matter, be-

cause they'll make up with Reagan eventually
anyway. Where else would they go?
On the othet hand, the president, in ohe stroke,

‘has deflected criticism from liberals and from

women, two of hig principal ‘antagonists, Their si-
lence won’t last forever, but the edge has been
dulled.
Does the appointment of Sandra O’Connor
bother me? No, it doest’t. My libetal friends who
might be upset fail, I think, to
make a distinction between the
electoral process and the judi-
cial process: Electing someone
who is conservative is ‘one
thing, but the process of decid-
ing the controversies that come
before the Supreme Court is
quite another. In the latter
case, it’s the ability to under-
stand and apply the law that
counts. Sandra O’Connor’s
competence in this respect is
not questioned.

Jerry Falwell and crew are
demanding Some  guarantee
that O’Connor will decide
cases to their liking, and that’s
not what the system is all
about. Barry Goldwater was
right when he said, “I don’t

- buy this idea that a justice of
the Supreme Court has to
| stand for this, that or the other
thing.” Goldwater understands -
the constitutional job of the
court, ‘1 wish Falwell could
grasp Barry'’s meaning. o
You can tell a lot about peo-
ple and even draw a profile by
the company they keep and the
affiliations they make. :
8 rosums has these kinds of en-_.;-
{  tries: prosecubor eglslawr and
state senate | eaafer, civilian em-
ployee with the U.S. Army in
Germany, juvenile judge, Re-
: gubhcan Party official, board of
mithsonian Assoclates, SalVa- o
tion Army, Soroptomlsts Club,

B =

ﬁrlzona i A&adefmy, - Junior -
eague, board of Blue Crosse
Blue Shiéld. hoard of dlrec’torg-of the First Naﬁé %:;"
Bank; elected Woman of the Year and recipient of

the annual award from the Phoentx Conference of
Christians and Jews. And ther is much more,

It may be a cliché, but in the case of Sandra
0'Connor, she really is a pillar of the community.

A consistent, detent, hard«working lawmaker,
pohtxcxan, mother, wite, laWyer, public_setvant
and judge.

When one looks at Sandra 0’Connor, studies
her brand of Republicanism and knows the Re:
publican friends she keeps, it was little wonder
that someone m the White Housé called her “too:
good to be true.”

Like I said earlier, Washmgton may have been
a bit surprised, but out in Arizona, we take the

‘ 'Sandra 0’ Connors for granted.
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Bettmann Archives; Associated Press
Judge Sandra Day O’Connor
and Pr sldent Reagan
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. 9 ° vening the committee on Thursday, Mr. Rostenkowski
g said that tax legislation might be ready for floor action by,
ea g an S 1 oh, July 29. Finally, in their most devilish move, the
‘ . 'Democrats are trying to out-Reagan Mr. Reagan by offer-
) ing businessmen and oil well owners tax breaks more
! : i G generous than those in: the’ Reagan bill already approved
O e : en er by the Senate Finance Committee. With such enticements,
Mr. O'Neill and Mr, Rostenkowski hope to lure back the
renegade “boll weevil'! Democrats who tipped the earlier

2 i ' House budget votes to Mr. Reagan.
a IS es amor ‘These factors could force the White House to a go-for-
\ . - broke decision on tactics. By having his allies introduce
the Senate bill as a substitute measure on the House floor,
Mw Doaogan eanld hvnass the Democratic leaders and
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Reagari’s Shift
To the Center

Raises Clamor
On the Right

By HOWELL RAINES

WASHINGTON

OR seasoned watchers of President Reagan, his

mid-week speech in Chicago was a familiar scene

gone slightly, and tellingly, awry. His trusty index

cards had given way to a teleprompter. The crisp
cadences of his off-the-cuff orations were replaced by long
and harshly partisan sentences that visibly wearied both
Mr. Reagan and his audience. Despite the last-minute ef-
fort by aides to correct a ‘‘mistake’’ in the speech text, Mr.
Reagan admitted that his appointment of Judge Sandra
Day O’Connor to the United States Supreme Court culmi-
nated a ““search for a highly qualified woman.”

Thus, with a phrase, Mr. Reagan contradicted the offi-
cial White House position that selection of the nation’s first
female justice had nothing to do with her sex. Mr. Rea-
gan’s slip was an uncustomary admission of political real-
ity, and in regard to such realities, this was a jolting week
for the White House team They. face a short; hot July full

of threats to Mr: Reagan s popularity, to his effort to tone

dowh his reputation as an ideologue while holding on to his
conservative base, and to the remarkable legislative gains
madeso far in his term.

The O’Connor. appointment brought unaccustomed
praise from liberals and women'’s groups, but it sparked
an open revolt among some New Right and conservative
Christian leaders. The White House gambled Mr. Rea-
gan’s prestige in-a Mississippi Congressional race and
lost. Meanwhile, despite Administration efforts to down-
play the *‘social issues’” on which Mr. Reagan capitalized

as a candidate, opponents of busing, abortion, the ‘equal .
rights amendment and the bah on school prayer are insist-

ing that he turn back the clock on the liberalizing trends of
two decades.

‘Not Whether but How Much’

But by far the greatest threat to Mr. Reagan’s politi-

cal health is the Congressional resistance to his plan to cut
income taxes by 25 percent in'33 months. Uritil now; Mr.

Reagan has towered like a giant over opponents in the

legislative battle. But with the approach of the August
Congressional recess and Mr. Reagan’s own California

" vacation, those early victories are threatened by the pros-
pect of a reversal on the tax plan.

The sum of these factors is to focus attention on Mr.
Reagan's performance in the President’s political role. ‘A
year ago, people were saying he couldn’t get elected and if
elected he couldn’t govern,” said David R. Gergen, the
senior White House spokesman. ‘‘By every.standard, I
think he deserves high marks from a political standpoint
While we face an uphill battle in taxes, he has changed the

focus of the debate on both cutting taxes and cutting spend-

ing. The question is not whether but how much.”

. The question of how much, of course, is central to the
_tax issue as a test of Mr. Reagan'’s political judgment and
prestige. Last month, in passing his spending cuts, Mr.
Reagan humbled Democratic leaders. In spirit at least,
the Democrats have rebounded. House Speaker Thomas P.

O'Neill Jr. asserted last week that a speedy vote in the
House would bring passage of the more modest tax cut —
15 percent in two years — favored by the Democrats.

Even though Mr. Reagan chided Representative Dan
Rostenkowski by name on the Congressman’s home turf in
Chicago, the House Ways and Means chairman did ntgt ap-
pear pres ured by the President’s Aug. 1 deadline:'Con-

Bettmann Archives; Associated Press
Judge Sandra Day O’Connor
and President Reagan.

vening the committee on Thursday, Mr. Rostenkowski
said that tax legislation might be ready for floor action by,
oh, July 29. Finally, in their most devilish move, the
Democrats are trying to out-Reagan Mr. Reagan by offer-
ing businessmen and oil well owners tax breaks more
generous than those in‘the Reagan bill already approved
by the Senate Finance Committee, With such enticements,
Mr, O’Neill and Mr. Rosterikowski hope to lure back the
renegade ‘‘boll weevil”” Democragts who tipped the earlier
House budget votes to Mr. Reagan.

These factors could force the White House to a go-for-
broke decision on tactics. By having his allies introduce
the Senate bill as a substitute measure on the House floor,
Mr. Reagan could bypass the Democratic leaders and
score the greatest legislative victory of his term. But to
lose this showdown on the floor would send Mr. Reagan off
to his California ranch with a first defeat that could rein-
vigorate the staggering Democrats and seriously under-
mine the Reagan economic program.

Searching for an Ideological Balance

What does Mr. Reagan think about this? Indeed, '
whether he‘ponders such choices at all or' simply, as his
critics allege, follows the decisions of hisstaff is a great
mystery. Mr. Reagan’s advisers have drawn a veil across -
Presidential decision making. But White House officials
admitted that their first political firestorm came when
Mr. Reagan obeyed his econormic advisers’ demand that
he approve Social Security cuts within a few hours of see-
ing their proposal. Last week’s storm hit when Mr. Reagan
made the O’Connor choice after talking to her — and no.-
other candidates — for less than an hour and reading a".
Justice Department memo that conservative activists say..
misrepresents Mrs. 0’Connor’s record on abortion.

In any case, an appointment that sets off a public spat.j
between Senator Barry Goldwater anid the Reverend J erry’
Falwell has to be taken seriously by a White House trying» ‘
to find its ideological balance. Mr. Goldwater, the godfa-",
ther of the old right; called on ‘‘every good Christian’' 'to-,
Kick the back end of Mr. Falwell for questioning the

choice. But the White House cannot so easily brush off con-
servative activists and Christian fundamentalists who be-
lieve Mrs. O’Connor is insufficiently opposed to abortion
and women'’s rights.

The Administration was stung by their ‘‘quick nega-
tive response,’’ since Mr. Reagan faces a bundle of litmus-
test “‘social issues’ on which the politico-religious nght
expects him to deliver. Such followers fear Mr. Reagan is

‘following the historic pattern that finds chief executives

softening their campaign ideology to govern as centrists.
They also fear the growing influence of moderates such as
Chief of Staff James A. Baker, 3d, who wants Mr. Reagan
to ignore divisive ‘‘social issues’ until the tax cut 1s
passed. Even so, White House aides do not believe the ac-~
tivists will break with Mr. Reagan and they casually sug~
gest that the New Right is complaining so ‘‘they’ll have a*
better chance next time.”’

The White House has not noticed the chastening lesson;'

vpointed up by the re-emergence of former President Car-.

ter'last. week. Once elected, Mr. Carter quit worryihg
about his core constituency of Southerners and born-again
Christians, and they turned on him. Even so, Reagan ad-
visers are more concerned about softening Mr. Reagan’s
hard-line image than pleasing the conservative purists.
The image-softeners received a boost from the Mississippi
results in which Liles Williams, the Republican backed by .
the New, nght lost to Wayne Dowdy. Mr. Reagan’s
threats to revise the 1965 Voting Rights Act apparently..
drove enough blacks into the Dowdy column to beat Mr.
Williams. Now, some White House aides are warning Mr...
Reagannot to tamper with the voting law.

Such complicated cross-pressures clearly overbur-
dened the public relations' men around Mr. Reagan last
week. For example, Larry Speakes, number two man in..
the press office, announced a White House ‘‘policy”’ of not
commenting on Mrs. O'Connor’s qualifications. The policy
was scrapped within hours, as was'a subsequent policy of .
suppressing the fact that negative O’Connor telegrams.
outnumbered the positive by 2,573 t& 290. And on the flight.,
to Chicago, Michael K. Deaver, the deputy chief of staff,
tried to talk newsmen out of reporting a joking explanation {
of the speed with which Mrs. O’Connor was selected that, |
as the week went along, seemed quite plausible. It was,
Mr. Deaver said, like shopping for a car, and the\President -
simply liked the first one he saw. ' !
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wdra Day, age about 10, rides 150,000-acre ranch.
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Court Nominee Preserves Pioneer Tradition

“ By Fred Barbash and Ted Gup
Washington Post Statf Writers

PHOENIX, Ariz. — One hundred and one
years ago, an adventurer came here from Kan-
sas, staked out his land and began the uncertain
life of a desert rancher. )

His son, and after that, his son’s son, would
stay on the ranch, raising cattle. But a grand
daughter, one who rode horses with the men in
the roundup while two grades ahead of her age
group at school, would leave the 150,000-acre
spread, the coyotes and the sagebrush.

The grandfather was Henry Clay Day, pio-
neer. The granddaughter is Sandra Day O’Con-
nor, also a pioneer: the first woman nominated
to the Supreme Court.

Her brother says her heart remains on the
Lazy B Ranch. Her husband says “part of her
soul is there.” But her mark, if all goes well dur-
ing the coming weeks, will be made elsewhere.

No one has yet discovered a magic formula

for becoming a Supreme Court justice. No one -

has identified the precise combination of brains,
determmatlon and luck involved.

' nition as an Arizona Court

In the case of Sandra O’Connor, those who

know her in Arizona say it is a qumtessentlally

American chemistry. Resentful over the oppo-
sition of anti-abortion forces to her nomination,
friends portray her.and her family as a cameo of
Reagan Republicanism and the GOP platform
— family, tradition, hard work, morality, service.
Sandra Day went from the r to Stanford
University, finished near the bop f her class in
law school, married John J. O nnor I, the
son of a doctor, raised three ren, practiced
law and prospered in a prosperdi§' town outside
Phoenix called Paradise Valley
There she took up civic ca
vation Army and the Junior
her hard work as a young lawyer.
torney general’s office, won her ;
as a state senator to fill a va
Her political acumen and hard
Senate got her a judgeship.
O’Connor was achieving som

the state at-
appomtment

> - » a
2

I |
nor . said, they go skKung ~on the
steepest hill we can find. There are
moments like that,” he said, “that are
beyond power and awards.”

'I‘Le ‘couple’s relationship is thought
to be so harmonious that they were
once asked to put on a skit for a
group of women bankers called “how
to combine two successful careers and
a successful marriage in 199 steps.”

“You look at her resume,” John

O’Connor said in an interview, “and
you think ‘my God, she must be a
nﬁadhme But the amazing thing is
she has always retained her priorities.
The family always comes first.”

In addition to being a state appel-
late “judge, Sandra O’Connor was, in
no particular order: president of the
locak :Heard Museum, a board mem-
ber -of the local Salvation' Army, a di-

. rector of .the Phoenix chapter of the

National Conference of Christians and

- Jews,~a director of the local YMCA, a
natienal vice president of the Sorop-
. timist. Club, a former trustee of Stan-
_ ford: University, a board member of
the Arizona State University Law
Schoel and a lay member of the na-
tional accredltmg body for medical
- Schools: ™ -

- Though the financial disclosures she
- has made as a judge do not provide
. precise numbers, the family is clearly
. well off. They are part. of an invest-

TCHAUNPIVIICU  CUILPIULAVOU DD

government spending and revising tax
laws to equalize the finances of poor
and rich counties.

Campaigns in the Paradise Valley
area, the wealthiest district in Arizona,
were relatively civilized, as everything
in Paradise Valley should be.

Candidates campaigned at fairs, in
parks and at shopping malls or at
small gatherings sponsored by groups
like the Cactus Wren Republican Wo-
men. During her first campaign for
the state Senate in 1970, she had no
opponent.

By 1972, after redistricting turned
her district into the largest in the
state (more than 90,000 voters), the

campaigns expanded into mobile

home parks, union halls and retire-
ment communities. that had moved in

“on the desert tranquility.

That year the Democrats also nom-
inated a woman, thinking it would
give them an edge in the still over-
whelmingly Republican district. Rivko
Knox, the opponent, remembers
sharing a platform with O’Connor:
“She had kind of a high-pitched voice,
almost like a young girl’s.” O’Connor’s

sty}e, Knox said, was calm and to the

int.
And O’Connor won by 3 to 1. Knox
says she still sees O’Connor occasion-
running on the track at the

ally,
Loa . L Phaonix. YMCAw« O’Connor smiles,

Judge O’Connor is often described
as stern and demanding, even a nit-
picker on the bench. But two stories
about her show something different.

The first is told by her husband.

Two lawyers in a divorce case were
feuding before O’Connor about how to
divide 40 jointly owned greyhounds.
The first witness went-on for an hour
with the life history of the first dog, in
order to assess its value. Sensing the
time being consumed, O’Connor called
the two lawyers into her chambers.

She told one of them to prepare
two lists of dogs, the lists to be of
equal value. “When you finish,” she
said, “let the other attorney pick ei-
ther one of the two lists for his client.”

“In 15 minutes,” John O’Connor re-
called, “the litigation was over.”

The second story was told by Ar-
izona Republic columnist Tom Fitz-
patrick.

O’Connor, while a Superior Court
judge in 1978, had to sentence a re-
spectable, well-heeled woman for forg-

ing $100,000 in checks. The woman
begged for probation, saying she had

small children at home.

“I've been anguishing over this case
for weeks,” Fitzpatrick recalled O’Con-
nor telling the woman. “You have in-
telligence, beauty and two small chil-
dren. You come from a fine and re-

spected family.:What is depressing is

Celebrating in judge’s office

In driveway of O’Connor

which she would event
months.

After the sentencmg,
a orosecutor found O
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Sllll Deeply Rooled in the Ranch,

q-‘v -

Pioneer’s Kin Nears High Court

.= OQ’CONNOR, From Al
But. friends say she never talked like
someone  who expected to fill a Su-
preme Court vacancy.

- Peter- Corpstein, a fellow politician
from< Paradise Valley, recalls’ com-
menting to her after President
Reagan’s election that “he wants a
womari for the Supreme Court.

" “Sandra,” he said, “maybe you’ll be
i A

“Well, thank you for thinking that

of mée;2 Corpstein remembers her say-
ing."*But that would just never hap-
pen-" -
“.The" job wasn’t something she or
her family needed. They were already
respectetl. and well-heeled. They en-
joyed .what everyone, including her
husband, an attorney with one of
Phoenix’s most prestigious corporate
law_firms, describes as a comfortable
famxly life.

Every Christmas Day, John 0’Con-
nor . said, they go skiing “on the
steepest hill we can find. There are
moments like that,” he said, “that are
beyorid power and awards.”

The .couple’s relationship is thought
to be o harmonious that they were
once asked to put on a skit for a
group of women bankers called “how
to combine two successful careers and
a successful marriage in 199 steps.”

“You look at her resume,” John
O’Connor said in an interview, “and
you think ‘my God, she must be a
_miachine” But the amazing thing is
she has always retained her priorities.
The family always comes first.”

- " "In addition to being a state appel-
latejudge, Sandra O’Connor was, in
no particular order: president of the
locak:Heard Museum, a board mem-
bher of 4ha lanal Qalvatinn: Armv. a di-

five years at the state house, where
she became the first woman majority
leader of the Senate.

If she made enemies, Corpstein re-
calls, she made them “because she was
so smart. They weren’t used to a
woman beating them at all the
punches.” That’s one way of putting
it.

Others say she made enemies be-
cause she was fact-crazy. The current
House majority leader, Burt Barr, re-
members her always taking it upon
herself to correct what she saw as in-
accuracies in bills submitted by other
members. “She had her problems on
that score,” he said.

For O’Connor, he said, all bills “had
to be absolutely correct. That irritates
people who are not that perfect.”

Though her votes on abortion issues
have attracted the greatest publicity,
the legislation in which she specialized
reflected her technical prowess. She
championed complicated bills limiting
government spending and revising tax
laws to equalize the finances of poor
and rich counties.

Campaigns in the Paradise Valley
area, the wealthiest district in Arizona,
were relatively civilized, as everything
in Paradise Valley should be.

Candidates campaigned at fairs, in
parks and at shopping malls or at
small gatherings sponsored by groups
like the Cactus Wren Republican Wo-
men. During her first campaign for
the state Senate in 1970, she had no
opponent.

By 1972, after redistricting turned
her district into the largest in the
state (more than 90,000 voters), the

campaigns expanded into mobile

home parks, union halls and retire-
ment communities. that had moved in

He, too, knew he faced a fight.
“You remember that was the year of
the woman,” Perry said. “Every
woman on the ballot in the state of
Arizona won that year.”

Gov. Bruce Babbitt appointed her
to the Arizona Court of Appeals in
1979. The state house scuttlebutt was
that Babbitt was trying to eliminate
her as a potential opponent for the
governorship.

Corpstein, Barr and everyone else
friendly with the O’Connors in Ari-
zona say they are upset with the anti-
abortion groups’ opposition to the
nomination.

Corpstein, an  ardent  anti-
abortionist, said they have all gotten
together to write a letter to members
of the U.S. Senate. They like her here.

“We were going to have lunch about
a month ago to talk about her run-
ning for governor” in the next election,
Corpstein said. But he never got
around to making the arrangements.

Judge O'Connor is often described
as stern and demanding, even a nit-
picker on the bench. But two stories
about her show something différent.

The first is told by her husband.

Two lawyers in a divorce case were
feuding before O’Connor about how to
divide 40 jointly owned greyhounds.
The first witness went-on for, an hour
with the life history of the first dog, in
order to assess its value. Sensing the
time being consumed, O’Connor called
the two lawyers into her chambers.

She told one of them to prepare
two lists of dogs, the lists to be of
equal value. “When you finish,” she
said, “let the other attorney pick ei-
ther one of the two lists for his client.”

“In 15 minutes,” John O’Connor re-

called. “the litication was aver.”

United Press lnternnuonal

Celebrating in judges office on announcement of her appomtment are, from left, sons Jay and Brian, hushand John and son Seott.
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. But the amazing thing is
she has always retained her priorities.
’I‘he family always comes first.”

“In" addition to being a state appel-
# late"Judge Sandra O’Connor was, in
icular order: president of the
P ‘Heard Museum, a board mem-
. ber-of-the local Salvation' Army, a di-
~ . rector of ;the Phoenix chapter of the
National Conference of Christians and
- Jews,+a director of the local YMCA, a
_+ national vice president of the Sorop-
--timist,Club, a former trustee of Stan-
-~ ford:, University, a board member of
the Arizona State University Law
- Schoel and a lay member of the na-
tional aocrediting body for medical
. 3chools; ™~
Though the financial disclosures she
has made as a judge do not provide
precise’ numbers, the family is clearly
well off. They are part of an invest-
ment company @am@s ﬁmsmop-
ping centers. Jg 137" and:
they own s astm
Nalco Chemic Sﬁn%h’ﬁ’“"‘r
dustries and Apple Computer Inc,,
among others, according to financial
disclosure statements she filed. -
They live in a large, custom-built

ol

Pl 8 AN

FSOERrOEy e

more than $235,000 on 1%2 acres in
Paradise Valley (about a mile  from
Sen. Barry Goldwater’s home) with a
swimming pool and a guest house.
And, of course, there’s the ranch,
250' miles from Phoenix, which the
O’Connors still visit regularly. Tt is a
going business, breeding and selling

-, The property is 67 percent owned by
the federal government, one of the
reasons O’Connor’s brother Alan, who
manages it, calls himself part of the
- “Sagebrush Rebellion.”
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adobe-style home with a value of

= calves, not a dude operation or resort.|
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thestateSenatem1970 she had no
opponent.

By -1972, - after redistricting turned
her district into the largest in the
state (more than 90,000 voters), the

campaigns expanded into mobile:

home parks, union halls and retire-
ment communities. that had moved in

“on the desert tranquility.

That year the Democrats also nom-
inated a woman, thinking it would
give them an ‘edge in the still over-
whelmingly Republican district. Rivko
Knox, the opponent, remembers
sharing a platform with O’Connor:
“She had kind of a high-pitched voice,
almost like a young girl’s.” O’Connor’s

style, Knox said, was calm and to the
point.

And O’Connor won by 3 to 1. Knox
says she still sees O’Connor occasion-
ally,quningonthetrackatthe

was in 1974 ‘when she decided
she wanted to be a judge on the
Maricopa County Superior Court.
“She had conquered almost everything
that she could in the legislative field,”
Corpstein said. She set her sights on
the judgeship held by another Repub-
lican, David J. Perry.

vazzaw

the two lawyers into her chambers.

She told one of them to prepare
two lists of dogs, the lists to be of
equal value. “When you finish,” she
said, “let the other attorney pick ei-
ther one of the two lists for his client.”

“In 15 minutes,” John O’Connor re-
called, “the litigation was over.”

The second story was told by Ar-
izona Republic columnist Tom Fitz-
patrick.

- O’Connor, while a Superior Court
judge in 1978, had to sentence a re-
spectable, well-heeled woman for forg-

ing $100,000 in checks. The woman
begged for probation, saying she had

small children at home.

“I've been anguishing over this case
for weeks,” Fitzpatrick recalled O’Con-
nor telling the woman. “You have in-
telligence, beauty and two small chil-
dren. You come from a fine and re-
spected family.-Whatis deprgsmg is
that someone W’Rh all of your
tages should have known Eetter.

She sentenced -the: woman to four
concurrent 5-to-10-year terms, of

]

1

advan-

Assoclated Pre:
In driveway oﬁ (’Connors’ $235,000, Paradise Valley home north of Phoemx, ‘JUEZA” on license is Spanish feminine for “judge.”

which she would eventually serve 18
months.

After the sentencmg, a reporter and
a prosecutor found O’Connor in her
chambers, still in her black robes at
her desk, weeping.

What made her material for the
Supreme Court? She has made few
political’ enemies and lots of friends.
She’s written careful opinions, which
o far have offended few. She was in
the right place at the right time.

Her brother likes to hint that it
might have had something to do with
Henry Clay Day and that ranch. “I
want to_really stress that this ranch is
“where the family really comes from,”
said O'Connor’s brother and ranch
manager, Alan Day. “The family cen-
ter is really right here.”

Staff writer Laura A. Kiernan con-
tributed to this report.

. . med Pres
From Stanford yearbooks, O’Connor and ’52 law school classmate William Rehnquist.

But Judge O’Connor clearly wasn’t
- made just to be “comfortable.”
*  Sandra O’Connor’s political career
4 began almost by chance in 1969 when '
:; state Sen. Isabel A. Burgess left Phoe- ’
nix for Washington and an. appoint-
ment to the National Transportation
Safety Board. Arizona Gov. Jack Wil-
liams plucked O’Connor from the
: state attorney general’s office, where
< she was a legislative lobbyist. Ap-
pomted and later elected, she spent
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c.rldc!sm has att edtowr
em-m.ludge 0’Con-.
!on legislatlalrallowing

' Arizona.;! But, legislative: ;t

reeonis dlsclose several occasions on’
“she ivoted in favor: of . making
bortlons} more wldely augg?le

French Smith;}
'mtﬁrg tlpt‘)ﬂdp O'Cnmor had “no-

}m«l‘;‘“& ﬁ . on the 2
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weeks;began :a |
examination of _
n’(:m.&yemumtbrhave in»

r,/Carolyn Gerster; ta Phoe-
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conversation, Judge O | |

41 by the White House not to discuss: abor
tion or otﬁer matters of substance un
‘Senate,

ajority leader. voted' agalnst a meas-

*abortion. The same year she opposed a

-+ bill prohibiting abortions at theUni er<|
" sity of Arizona hospitaly. "

“The Starr memorandum asserted

: rmane):
‘amendment that she bellevedgviolated
i the_State Constitution. The memoram;

'ure to prohibit themeotpubugfundstox{- ;

Tt

twhile she'badly’ wanted! |
 clear, up: the. confusionsurroundings) -
“her voting record, she had’ been: asked *

dumuysthat“herreasmtormvoﬁng' B

) arenowherestatedon the record, %

1'venever seen anything that wmld lead
me to believe she'§ pro-gbortion,’! Mrs.
West said. ‘I have never:. eons{dex_edher

nor voted for it twice, once inthe.mdiq- ;

authe Judi Cunndnee'.m!in&tlm !

%

\- areas as the number of hourstheywem
\, permitted to work, parental consent an
; m“my 3 :.'-:-L:'i;l,!‘“_ ‘A‘?&‘ '&m i

¥

- /5 1t'is those votes that have' prompted
', ‘conservative and fundamentalist’ reli-’
?out groups to label-Judge-0'Connora

' that makes those who_know ﬁer scoff..
'**She certainly believes that a woman.
ought to be educatéd’and ha

is close friend. izuaws < ¥4 et [

i

E

tghesamcumethusbe
tér suited by tem|

o7 .Colleagues and friends charact
Judge 0’Connor with the same words |
|and, phrases:; smart but not brilliant,
-hard working; intense, meticulous; no-

‘Il nonsense, - demanding, dedicated and |
ambitious, The first woman te serve as
majority leader of any state senate in |
‘the nation, Mrs. O’Connor won that job
“in"1972 because of what several former
colleagues said was a general admira-

failed by:
glevote In 1974, Mrs. O’Connor was co- §£
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egis e Legis
ou have tosuﬂer fools constantly.!

fication in the early’1970’s, Mrs. 0’Con- 1’9" Predsion rather than her personal

ty—ncase,asmeputlt of

i#*talent winning out."*

Bill Jacquin, who wupreaident of the

rizona Senate at the time, said he had

Mrs.' O'Connor agaum “fairly
because ““Sandra

'%_.i.. competition’®

pos-

ssed all the attributes - she does her
work, she knows how to get the
things out of her staff. She has a

jvery precise and concise mind and was
bletodo thatvery well.” .
i3 :She does not have the charisma, in

'unseotsﬂmngspeeches,_thatkmd

“|/merce.- “‘She: does have the ability to
_make'an articulate speech -that is
-founded on fact, ‘and that’s what I was
'eminist, even a radical one, an-idea rlookmgfor”’

i Judge 0’Connor was first elected to

‘the -Senate in 1970, four years after a
f-group of young Republlcans took control
ties, that a“woman can make:-a @ot the Legislature after deadec of domi-

a-doctor; > said-a Phoenix:

I But’the lawyer, who asked that his- [ passed a Medieald bill, a-no-fault: di-
Vnamo not - be: used;’ recalled: that “the" evorcestamte.astrong antipolluuon law
* "/ Paradise Valley Country Club, to which'| and legislation requiring public bodlu

4 5’ she and’ her husband: belong,md a’ toig\nductopenmeetings S

men’s-grill where women were not'per-, «Conservative to me

x:ﬁ’ﬂ& l‘;tn;h'uided””m: C:bq;iogf‘ibupue her:stance:on such- ls:ues,
Z i A ihowever, ‘Mr. Jacquinasserted:that
' | Mrs. O’Connor’was. “no momllberal
m,;'.#thanthemanimhemoon g4 mwuv'@"
s ligvShe'’s' conservative - to” moderate 4
Mr. " Jacquin ‘said. Another -colleague |
a4 | ‘called her. “notliberal or comemtlve,
...she'sjustwhatsheis or ”*:j!‘* R

“\'Though active ‘in Republican Party

P "politim- Mrs. 0’Connor was an alter-

e served with Mrs. | Béte Jeicge 1o the 172 Repulcan Mot | pella
c O 'vention - an rman ol

e 0/Con ,mm“ pealief "‘""»"5‘,’,‘8 the Arizona Committee to Re-Elect.the

Tta ﬁgﬂﬁ ,‘Presldent-onelrlend a liberal Demo- |*

*" | sociation asks its members to rate the

: uw than to- ldeology She
\volced strong objections to an anti-por- |
.nography bill she considered too vague
andtoo broad, for example. but also |
supported “measures ‘to. limit state
" spending, to restore the death penalty
‘and to ban compulsory, school btsmg to
achieve racial balance, ;.. i
T Not Many Clues in Reeu-d
..Her record as a legislatortbu not ||
_provide many clues, however, to Mrs. |
O’Connor’s _positions on some of . the |-
most important questions likely tocome
before 'the: Supreme Court. She: has
.never been required to render judicial.
interpretations - of the Federal civil'|
«rights laws. In Mrs. O’Connor’s tenure
on the state senate she opposed gus con-
trol and public aid to parochial and pri- |
‘vate schools, but the Legislature did not
‘consider other important topics, such as
tougher sentencing of crimimb and
school prayer.

.Nor have her six yeam asa
first in State Superior Court and for the
last 18 months on the Arizona Court of ||
. Appeals, where her opinions concerned
such matters as workers’ compensa-
tion, - landlord-tenant ~ disputes = and
criminal matters, given her much op-
portunity to confront. decide questions
that surround such larger social issaes.

They have, however, earmned her a
nearly unanimous reputation among
Phoenix lawyers as a thorough and well-
prepared judge. ‘‘She frequemtly knew
more about a:case from havisg re-||
viewed the file than the lamyers did,”
said 'Barry - Silverman, *a - Maricopa
County Commissioner and lawyer who
has appeared often before l udge O"Con-
-nor.

Every other year the Arizona Bar As-
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judges before whom they practice, and
despite the praise now being offered in
her: behalf -Judge . O'Connor. has not
'scoredh!ghmarkslnthooepous bt

OF
A"AsaSupeﬂorCourt udgeinlmm QH

reeelved;hﬂesmu:e as:two other| "
judges, while other three got higher| . %5
ones..In 1978, Judge O’Connor received/ h

theloweltseoreoft.heelghtmdgw
rated. Ige:lg s};ler' ﬂmgthea
te e pla

theloj“dsesrated. MR W
*;One Phoenix lawyerealled Jndge 0' e
Connor,“agoodlawyer not a perfect! :
lawyer'a ‘trial judge and a

w uppellnte udge.’’ Among other things, ‘
- | he said, she was one of the few A %
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judges who insisted that all hearings in
her courtroom be opened to the public,
rather than conducted inchambers. = i

‘‘She’s pretty independent,”” said Paul
Eckstein, an acquaintance who is also a
lawyer. "Those people who are support-
ing her ‘'may be surprised by her, and
those people who are op tgosing her may
come to like her.”’ Another lawyer who
knows Judge O’Connor cted that
she “will not be a qui study but she
willbea study.”

Andy Hurwitz, anaidq‘to Gov Bruce
Babbitt of Arizona and a former clerk to
Potter Stewart, the Justice whose place !

- on the High Court: Judge 0’Connor has !Connors’
been nominated to fill, noted that at the: |themsel
age of 51, she is younger than any of the Im

eight sltting justices and would havc
: “timetogzw!ntothejob;‘” e R

? “There's'a ‘veal’ learning curve:
i there for-an; ,'" Mrii Hurwitz said.
I He added that her lack of Federal judi-
| cial experience would not be a serious
| detriment . because civil ‘and" criminal
! procedure in-the Arizona were nearly:
+ identical . with : those m% the- Federal
| courts,
! Judge O’Connor was born Sandra Day
‘ on March 26, 1930; in: E1 Paso, Tex:; but
: she spent her earliest years on her fami-
+ly’s 162,000-acre<ranch,’ the Lazy ‘B,
 which her grandfather founded a cen-
i tury ago near Duncan in ;ouﬂ:eastem

‘. Becausetherewerenoschoo lnDun-
can that suited her parents, Harry and
. Ada Mae Day, as a young 'glrl Mrs. O’-
. Connor was sent to live. with her mater-
! nalgrandmothermE}Pasoandtoab-
.tend school there, :» = 1§ ¢
4 She did well, graduating from hlgh
school at the age ot 16 She then entered
{Stanford. University, with which she has
maintained a lifelong affiliation, most:
recently as a trustee.'At'a time when
most women at Stanford were majoring
lin education, she won a bachelor’s de-.
gree in economics, aw:rded witt,h great.
|distinction, and a law J o talnlng
‘bothinsix & RS

Her sop! more roommate, Maruyn:
Brown, remembered her'as a ‘‘very
shy”’ young woman who spoke with the"
soft accents: of west Texas but who
seemed more than equal to university
life. ““Even though she was younger
than us, she always seemed to handle
it,”” Mrs. Brown said. ‘‘She never got
upset. She never went into a panic about
anything. She was easy to get along with
and she was fun.”’ ;

After her graduation in 1952 from law
school, where she ranked in the top 10
percent of her class, Sandra Day mar-
ried a classmate, John Jay O'Connor 3d,
now a succmml corporate ‘attorney
here and, like his wife, heavuy lnvolved
in'divic affairs, - ;

One close friend dacdbed the oouple
as. ‘'partygoers,’’- especially Mrs. -0’-
‘Connor, who also has a reputation as an
excellent cook arid-a lover of fine wines.
"‘Sandra likes to:socialize, likes to see
‘people, the: friend-said:. Though Mrs...
‘0’Connor’s: biographylists her as an
Episcopanan, the: end sald that ne!e»

-,-,\'4‘v =

e

SRR ) [ o ,{f N e T T
ther she nor her husband were active
churchgoers. '

Despite her many charitable and civic
activities, including the past presidency
of the Phoenix Junior League, another
friend, a local lawyer, described Judge

'Connor as “‘a-very stiff, formal per-
son.’” Other acquaintenca said that her
lack of convivality and campai

can. gubernatorla! nomlnation three
- |yearsago. b o

‘Income, status and background—
O’Connor is the son of a prominent &
,Francisco doctor — have limited the O}-
exposure to people much like
, the sort of upwardly mobile
who belong to the Paradise
Valley Country Club, one of the most ex-
usive in town, rshi

11 for $15,000.

up:' policy but no black members, Joe Brem,

the. general manager, said none:had
been-proposed for membership in the
club in the 11 years that he has been
there. Mr. O’Connor also belongs to the
even more exclusive Valley Field Rid-
ing and Polo Club, a group of 100 people
'who meet for monr.hly dinner parties.

“ Mr..O’Connor’s law firm, Fennemore
Craig, von Ammon & Udall, -count$

Company, the Santa Fe Railroad an
Mountain Bell. Lawyers who know Mri
O’Connor estimated that he earned a{
[least $300,000 a year but an individ
familiar with the family’s finances sai
the sum was suhstantially less, although
still in six figures. .

If Judge O’ Connor is confirmed by th¢
Senate she will become one.of the
wealthier: justices ‘on the: Supremé
Court. According to a source familiar

husband have a net worth of at leasg
&'500,000and possibly more. ... .-

As a legislator and judge in Arizona{
Mrs. O’Connor has filed annual finan,
cial disclosure statements that provids
a limited but still illuminating view
the family’s holdings and investments;
Areview of these statements, along with
other public documents and interviewg
with those knowledgeable about the O’+
Connors® finances, suggests that they|
manage their money cautiously. -

Their portfolio of investments is rela,
tively  small, and conservative, with
modest holdings in real estate, ranch-
ing, chemical and transportation com-
panies and oil exploration ventures that
apparently serve as tax shelters. !

The O’Connors’ largest asset is thein
home in Paradise Valley, the most ex-|
clusive suburb of Phoenix. Set on ani
acre-and-a-half lot off a cul-de-sacin the)
shadow of Camelback Mountain, the!
adobe house has an assessed value of,|
$201,000° and an unpaid mortgage ot-

| $40,000. Realtors here said it might sell;

today for close to half a milliondollars. !

. The O’Connors’ next largest asset, the|
source said, is Mr. O’Connor’s partmr-'
ship share ot his law. firm, one of the|
largest. and’ most. . successful . in’ the,
Southwest.: Friends said that:if he left!
the firm; as he may decide to do should!

B e e .

hls wlfehe conﬁrmed ‘the sale of hls.

L

gning |the state or Federal Government. Harry
skills had probably cost her the Republj-_ s ) T, S

among its clients the Kennecott Copper:.
d [O!Connors:sold their holdlngs:ln South-

with the family’s finances, she and het |so

p%rtnershlp might br!ng him 8150 000.
“’Another major financial and senti-~ °
mental holding is Judge O’Connor’s ‘|
share of her family’s business, the Lazy .
B:Cattle Company, which grazes, &et
Haps 2,000 head o cattle on more
160000 acres near the Arizona-New -
Mexico border, most of it leased from .

Day, Mrs. O‘Connor’s 83-year-old. fa- -

ther, is president of the compo:{ Judge-
|0*Connor is a director and H. Alan Day,
her younger [brother, manages the

trd ugh lts are not ma
public, in recent years the Lazy B haag
bécome involved less in ranching and=
more in other activities. A decade ago;:... ‘fj;
cattle accounted for nearly one-seventh . .
of- the company’s reported assets of . .
$855,573. Last year, however. lessthan5. |~
ent of m:tl company’s $746,016 in as.. .
sets was: cattle, according to >
filed with the Arizona Corporati m(“).’t()nn-
mission. S
‘ :'The 0’Connors” stock holdlngs, m
limited, according to her most recent”.
tinancial statement, which lists stock in
only five publicly traded oompanlés.., s
German Rupp, a manufacturer of water.» s
pumps, Eastman Kodak, Nalco Chemi- '\, -
cals, '‘Apple- Computer and Southwest:
Ferest Industries. Sources said that the |

e

s

west Forest earlier this year.

\ iThe sources said that the O'Connors
stake in each of these oompanles ranged
from $5,000 to $25,000.

! Qver the last two decada, the O'Con- '%
nors have joined in limited parmaship
real ~estate = development ' ventures,
records show, including investments ln
80 acres in west Phoenixand inan a|
miant complex, both of which werq@

d “.v.'r»; f“x\ SR
 Other 0'Connor lnvcstments lnclude
interests in shopping centers here, two
energy-exploration concerns that serve
as'tax shelters and a leasing com y'
th&t: operates-jet helicopters-to- ferry
technicians toand from offshore ou plat-
forms in the Gulf of Mexico.: PR g

» Mr. O’Connor: told frlends thls
thit, given the suddeness of his wifas
nomination, he had not had time to oqnwﬁ‘
sider what steps he might take to placé~’.
his holdings in trust it Mrs O’Connot is™
confirmed. 3

' In her years as a State Scnator, Mrs.
O'Connor did not always recuse herself
when legislation that might bear on her
or her family’s investments-was pre-
sented for a vote. Though she did e:tcuse
herself from voting on one major bank= R
ing bill in 1973, when she was'a director '
of the First National Bank of “Arizona,
shé voted in favor of at least four other A
bills that could have had an lmpact on: !
het family’s cattle business. ;" : :
‘While her husband was gasa '
director- of + two.  Phoenix. automobile . -
et e b X
favor- of  legislation con s
sions- that gave existing dealers the -
power to keep potential competitors put sy
of their marketareas. 2
| Judge 0’Connor, who is spending
weekend away from Phoenix, could ot

¥

bereached forcommentonth«evotes. L 4

FikedaGateiie i s IR RO by PEE el













\

£ T

DR AR
{ ol

AlZ

SENATE UNIT VOTED
BAN ON ABORTIONS

Declares, 3-2, That Life Begins
at Conception — Bill Would
‘Allow Murder Charges

By BERNARD WEINRAUB
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 9 — A Senate
subcommittee today approved legisla-
tion that could allow the states to prose-
cute abortion as murder, a first Con-
gressional step toward overturning the
1973 Supreme Court decision that a
woman has the right to terminate her
pregnancy.

By a vote of 3 to 2, the Senate Judici-
-ary’s Subcommiitee on the Separation
of Powers approved a measure that said
“‘the life of each human being starts of
conception,” thus giving fetuses rights
under the Constitution.

Senator John P. East, Republican of

‘North Carolina, who is the subcommit-

iee chairman, said after the vote in a
packed chamber that he was “‘ex-
tremely delighted” at the outcome.
Joining Senator East in voting for the
measure were two other Republican
Senators, Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who
expressed reservations about the bill’s
constitutionality, and Jeremiah Denton
of Alabama.

ing the measure were the com-
mittee’s two Democrats, Max Baucus of
‘Montana and Howel! Heflin of Alabama.
Mr. Heflin said that the measure was
‘‘an exercise in futility’’ ‘because the Su-
preme Court would inevitably refuse to
overrule its landmark Roe v. Wade deci-
sion legalizing abortions.

Curbing Contraceptive Measures

Mr. Baucus said that the bill would
have the practical effect of barring such
contraceptive measures as the intrau-
terine device and the birth control pill,
which are believed to act after concep-

tines Ua alon santandad that tha hill
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Senator Orrin G. Hatch, left, conferring yesterday with Senator John P. East, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub-

The New York Times/D. Gorton

committee on the Separation of Powers, before the panel voted on banning abortion.

role of the states in our Federal sys-
tem.”

Although the vote was a triumph for
the opponents of legalized abortion, the
victory was tempersd somewhat by
Senator Hatch’s obvicus unhappiness
with the bill and his prediction that the
abortion issue would probably not reach
the Senate floor until next year.

Mr. Hatch, an influential Senate con-
servative who is also chairman of the
Subcommittee on the Constitution, said
that his own panel would hold hearings
in the fall on a constitutional amend-
ment to ban abortions, thereby delaying
a full Judiciary Committee vote on the
issue. Mr. Hatch, an abortion foe, said
said that he had “ser;x_ous constitutional

s s i B2 e P mbiiiia Alai cacihiaa b ——

would prefer that the collective wisdom

of the entire Judiciary Committee,
rather than only this subcommittee, be
called into play.”

Finding by Congress on Life

The bill, as voted today, was amended
somewhat by Mr. East, and says, “The
Congress finds that the life of each
human being begins at conception.”
Previously, the measure said “‘present
scientific evidence indicates a signifi-
cant likelihood’’ that life starts at con-
ception. ;

Essentially, the bill, which was
shaped by Stephen H. Galebach, a law-
yer with the Washington firm of Coving-
ton & I‘Burlin_g, seeks to extend to the un-

turned against conservatives on such
issues as control.

Suellen Lowery, legislative director of
the National Abortion Rights Action
League, said this afternoon that, despite
the vote, the organization remained
somewhat optimistic about thwarting
Congressional efforts to ban abortion.

‘“We have managed to push this bill
onto the back burner, and it shows we
have some real political strength,”” Miss
Lowery said. She added that Senator
East expected to “‘push this bill through
but he hasn’t.”

Faye Wattleton, president of the
Planned Parenthood Federation - of
America, said: “While we regret the

Ot e i ca S bbinin coinidn B D B Bk o
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tion'that could allow the states to prose-
cute- abortion as murder, a first Con-
gressional step toward overturning the
1973- Supreme Court decision that a
woman has the right to terminate her
pregnancy.

7 a vote of 3 to 2, the Senate Judici-

Subcommxttee on the Separation
of Powers ved a measure that said
“‘the:life of each human being starts of
congception,”” thus giving fetuses rights
undu the Constitution.

Smator John P. East, Republican of

"Nogth Carolina, who is the subcommit- .

teechairman, said after the vote ina
chamber that he was ‘‘ex-
tremely delighted” at the outcome.
Joining Senator
i were two other Republican
Se%t?e Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, who
expressed reservations about the bill’s
constitutionality, and Jeremiah Denton
of Alabama.
the measure were the com-
e’s two Democrats, Max Baucus of
‘Montana and Howell Heflin of Alabama.
‘Mr.. Heflin said that the measure was
“amrexercise in futility” because the Su-
reme Court would inevitably refuse to
overmle its landmark Roe v. Wade deci-

8 smiif’égahzmg abortions.

, _gugbing Contraceptive Measures

~ - Mr; Baucus said that the bill would
" have the practical effect of barring such
contraceptive measures as the intrau-
terine device and the birth control pill,
which are believed to act after concep-
tion. -He also contended that the bill,
include Senator Al-

fonse- D’Amato, Republican of New |
ork, “undermines the role of the ju-|

asithasexxswdmthisnation
eigllleadt.oant.mf.!emm:tingof

" WASHINGTON, July 9 — A Senate
subcommittee today approved legisia-

East in voting for the °
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P wers, before the panelvoted on bannmg abortion.

role of the states in our Federal sys-
tem.”

Although the vote was a triumph- for
the opponemsoflegaﬁzed abortion, the
| victory was tempersd somewhat by
Senator Hatch‘s obvious unhappiness
| with the bill and his prediction that the
abortion issue would probably not reach
the Senate floor until next year.

Mr. Hatch, an influential Senate con-
servative who is also chairman of the
Subcommittee on the Constitution, said
that his own panel would hold hea.rmgs
in the fall on a constitutional amend-
ment to ban abortions, thereby delaying

issue. Mr. Hatch, an abortion foe, said
said that he had “serious constitutional
mervations” about the pmmt bill and

. constitutional

a full Judiciary Committee vote on.the

‘ teed under the 14thAmendment.

| would prefer that the collective wisdom

of the entire Judiciary Committee,

 rather than only this subcommittee, be |

ealledinto play.”
FindlngbyCongrossonmfe
The bill, as voted today, was amended |

somewhatbyMr East, and says, “The |
finds that the life of each

human being begins at conception.” |

Previously, the measure said “present
scientific evidence indicates a signifi- |
cant likelih
ception. = :

Essentially, the bill, which was
shaped by Stephen H. Galebach a law-
yer with the Washington firm of Covmg
ton & Burling, seeks to extend to the un- |
born the rights of due process guaran- |

‘1,5.‘

" that life starts at con- 5

-‘turned against conservatives on such
iSsues as gun control.

Suellen Lowery, legislative director of
the National Abortion Rights Action

; "}I.eague, said this afternoon that, despite

the vote, the organization remained

somewhat optimistic about thwarting
‘Congnssumal efforts to ban abortion.

“We have managed to push this bill
‘onto the back burner, and it shows we
'have some real political strength,” Miss
| Lowery said. She added that Senator

East expected to ““push this bill thro
buthehasn’t ke e

Faye Wattleton, president of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of
| America, said: ‘“While we regret the
 Senate subcommittee vote of 3 to 2 to re-

~ |port the human life statute to the full |

'ﬂaean abortion I m, |

- | couraged that today’s action effectively |
| blocks immediate eonslderatmn by the |

full committee.””
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JAMES J. KILPATRICK

From Myra Bradwell to Sandra Day O Cont

It was just the other day that I was
invoking the 19th-century shade of
MyraBradwell, but with the nomina-
tion of Sandra Day O'Connor to the
Supreme Court, the old story takes
on an especially poignant meaning.

From Mrs. Bradwell to Mrs. O’Con-.

nor, it's been a long, uphill climb for
-ladies in the law. .

Myra Bradwell, may she rest in
peace, was a native of Vermont who
moved to Chicago sometime in the
mid-1850s. Not long after ratification
of the Fourteenth Amendment in
1868, she did a most audacious, un-
feminine thing: She applied for a li-
cense to practice law. Curiously, she
did not rely upon the equal protec-
tion clause but rather upon the pri-
vileges and immunities clause, but
in any event the Supreme Court of
Illinois summarily turned her down.
No women were to be allowed ‘in
court.

Mrs. Bradwell appealed. In April
1873, the U.S. Supreme Court also
gave her the brush-off. It was within
the police powers of Illinois to limit
membership in the bar to males
only. Only Chief Justice Salmon P.
Chase dissented, and he didn't say
why.

Justice Joseph -P. Bradley was so
shocked by the whole. astonishing
idea that he wrote a flaming concur-
ring opinion in‘which two other jus-
tices -joined. History, nature, the
common law, and “the usages of
Westminster Hall from time imme-
morial” argued against the proposi-
tion. Bradley felt impelled to expand
upon the wide difference in the
spheres and destinies of man and
woman. .

“Man is, or should be, woman'’s
protector and defender. The natural

and proper timidity and delicacy’

which belongs to the female sex evi-
dently unfitst:for many of the oc-
cupations of civil life. The constitu-
tion of the famﬂy organization,
which is founded in the divine or-
dinance as well as in the nature of
things, indicates the
sphere as that which properly be-
longs to the domain and function of
womanhood ... The paramount des-
tiny and mission of woman are to ful-
fill the noble and benign office of
wife and mother. This is the law of
the Creator. And ‘the rules of civil
society must*be adapted to-the gen-
eral constitution of things, and can-
not be based upon exceptional
cases.”

Born Too Soon

It would be interesting to know
what ever became of Myra Bradwell.
She was born a century before her
time, but the nomination of Sandra
O’Connor to the high court vindi-
cates her pioneering effort. The Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee expects to
expedite confirmation hearings on
the nominee, in an effort to com-
plete action before the August re-
cess.

Mrs. O’Connor will be welcome on
the court.:Members of our highest.
tribunal come ‘to . that: bench

domestic.

takes nothing from Thurgood Mar-
shall’s stature to observe that Lyn-
don Johnson wanted to name the
first black to the court. By the same
token, it is evident that Mrs. O'Con-
nor has been chosen over males with
much higher qualifications precise-
ly because she is a woman.

Just as the court has benefited in
times past from a Western view-
point, or an academic or,a black or
a Jewish or a Catholic viewpoint, or
the viewpoint of a lawyer in private
practice, now we will have some
benefit, however subtle, of a wom-
an’s viewpoint.

Excellent! In the term just ended,
the court disposed of cases having
to do with abortion, child custody,
teen-aged sex, nude dancing, sex dis-
crimination in employment, proper-
ty settleménts in divorce, and the
registration of women “(but not

eparting Pot-
ut she would
onsideration of
f personal exper-
ind; if you please
ere before.

proach each cas
prejudice or bi _
carpenters, in’ “metaphor, ‘whos
simply lay the boards of 1aw against
the square of the Constitution. The
theory is specio ustices are not
disembodied spirits. They are' mor-
tals, and to this day they have all
been ‘mortal men. Now we are to
have a mortal an. Myra Brad-
ased. Andsoam I

well would'be plea
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J udge Sandra Day 0’Connor in her chambers in Phoenix. Jar of jellybeans was a gift from an anonymous sender.

Senate Believed Unhkely to Vote on Court Nommee T ill September'

By FRANCIS X. CLINES
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 8 — The Sen-
ate’s vote on the nomination of Judge
Sandra Day O’Connor to the Supreme
Court is not likely until September, Sen-
ate Renuhlican leaders said todav. Thev

'Reagan s Court Choice: A Deft Political Maneuver

* ByHEDRICK SMITH
. Specialto The New York Times
W&SHINGTON July 8 — With his
ation of Sandra Day 0’Connor for
the preme Court vacancy, President
R has won admiring applause
fmq;;nval politicians for a masterly
poh' 1 stroke as well as a strong judi-
cial choice.
This city still recalls that
NEW a little over a decade ago
ysis President Richard M.
Nixon had to face political
humiliation when the Sen-

- ate rejected two of his Court nominees,

like:

-~

Cleg%nt F. Haynsworth Jr.and G. Har-
roldCarswell

NOW Mr. Reagan is being credited
thIx“ astute Court selection that im-
mediately won the endorsement of a
broad 'spectrum, from conservatives
tor Barry Goldwater, Republi- |
can of Arizona, to liberals like Senator
dward M. Kennedy, Democrat of Mas-
sachusetts.

The: President has risked a new
breach with the radical right wing of the -
Repﬁbllcan Party, which has provided

gmost zealous = political = support
the years and is now openly dis-
mayed over Mr. Reagan’s Court choice.

A

PR

tive groups opposed to the appointment. -

Anti-abortion groups met this after-
noon to plan a common strategy, and
thus far the Senator they look to as their
leader, Jesse Helms of North Carolina,
has remained a step back from the bat-
tle; saying he was still investigating dis-

needlessly gave the ‘back of his hand to
an important part of his coalition.”
David R. Gergen, the senior White
House spokesman, said that the Presi-
dent was trying to diffuse potential op-
position to the appointment by meeting
yaterday with Senator Helms and tele-

“hnnian tha Darr Taree Talwall nracis

e

Supreme Court begms in Or'tober and
Senator Baker has promised to expedite
thenomination tomeet that date.

_ Senator John East, the North Carolina
Regmblxcan who is a member of the Ju-
diciary Committee and is considered to
be Senator Helm’s protege in the anti-

ahortion movement. promised “a good

But in the process, several members
of Congress commented, the President
has blunted the right-wing stereotype
that Democrats were beginning to use
against him in the increasingly partisan:
battle over economic issues.

House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill Jr.,

Democrat of Massachusetts, who has
been in a toe-to-toe battle w1th Mr. Rea-
gan on the budget and taxes, called a
truce long enough to hail Judge 0’Con-
nor’s nomination as ‘‘the best thing he’s
done since he'was inaugurated.’” Mean-
while, right-wing leaders were accusing
the President of betraying the Republi-
can platform’s condmons on Court ap-
pointments.
. To others, the pragmatic symbolism
of Judge O’Connor’s selection followed
the pattern of some of Mr. Reagan’s
early Cabinet appointments; which
plased mainstream Republicans, irri-
tated hard-line conservatives and ena-
bled the President to broaden his politi-
cal appeal as his tenure began. Now,
they said, Mr. Reagan is once again
courting the political center at the ex-
pense. of the radical nght

Udall Praises Selection

“This is incredibly smart politics,”
said Representative Morris K. Udall, a
liberal Arizona Democrat. ‘‘It’s a real

strike. You take all the groups in Amer-
| ica, and there has been none more dlS-
trustful of Reagan than the women’s
movement. This just cuts the ground out |

from under them. It will be doublydeh—
cious to the leaders of the women’s

| movement because people like Phyllis

Schlafly will be trymg to take Reagan S
headoff.””

Mrs. Schlaﬂy, a pronnnent .Republl-
can activist ffrom Illinois, has spear-

headed the effort to block ratification of
the proposed equal rights amendment to
the Federal Constitution. Judge O’Con-
nor is known for having supported the
amendment, though White House' offi-
cials said that more recently she had ex-
‘pressed ‘‘some reservations’ about it.

“With Ronald Reagan as President,
the fact that you can get a woman ap-
pointed to the Court is remarkable,”
Mr. Udall asserted. ‘“The fact that you
can get someone as moderate, and as
close to the center of the Repubhcan
Party as she is, is really stunning. It
erases the stereotype opposmon to Rea-
gan ” %

Some Senate conservatlves such as
Paul Laxalt, Republican of Nevada,
took comfort though gingerly, in the
fact that medent Reagan had pro-
nounced himself *“fully satisfied”” with
Mrs. O’Connor “philosophically.’’

Other members of Congress cited
Mrs. O’Connor’s tl(;aonservatxve reputa-
tion, suggesting that initially perha;
both liberals and conservagm we?e
overinterpreting her flexibility on such
issues as abortion. As a member of the
Arizona Senate in 1974, Mrs. O’Connor
voted against a ban on abortions at Ari-
zona University Hospital

-~ But in the face of a volley of reproof
from the National Right to Life Commit-
tee and other anti-abortion and far-right
political action groups, the White House
took a detached view, evidently con-
vinced that the President had effec-
tively 1solated the far nght on this selec-
tion.

“There’s gomg tobe a lot of sound and
furi‘ *’ said one Reagan aide, ‘‘but it will

up: s:gmfymg little or nothmg when
it’sall over.” \




Judge Sandra Day 0’Connor in hefchambers in Phoenix. Jar of jellybeans was a gift from an anonymous sender.
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President Richard M.
Nixon had to face political
£ humiliation when the Sen-
ate rejected two of his Court nominees,
Clement F. Haynsworth Jr. and G. Har-
rold Carswell.

Now, Mr. Reagan is being credited
with an astute Court selection that im-
mediately won the endorsement of a
broad spectrum, from conservatives
like Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi-
can of Arizona, to liberals like Senator
Edward M. Kennedy, Democrat of Mas-
sachusetts.

The: President has risked a new
breach with the radical right wing of the
Republican Party, which has provided
his: ‘most zealous political support

- through the years and is now openly dis-
mayed over Mr. Reagan’s Court choice.

Analysis

Senate Believed Unlikely to Vote on Court Nominee Till September

By FRANCIS X. CLINES
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 8 — The Sen-
ate’s vote on the nomination of Judge
Sandra Day O’Connor to the Supreme
Court is not likely until September, Sen-
ate Republican leaders said today. They
also reported no significant opposition
developing as yet despite threats from
conservative, anti-abortion lobbyists.

“If they’re going to start a fight,
they’re going to find Old Goldie fighting
them like hell,” said Senator Barry
Goldwaterof Arizona, Judge O’Connor’s
chief sponsor, warning Moral Majority
and other social-issue groups against
“‘sticking their noses into the everyday
operationsof government.’’ »

That remark from the Republican
once admired by some as ‘“Mr. Conser-
vative” underlined the tactical diffi-
culty opponents were likely to have in
trying to make a broadly based conser-
vative issue of the appointment. )

Some anti-abortion lobbyists con-
ceded as much but said that the two
months before a full Senate vote, neces-
sitated by inquiriies in the Senate and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the legislative recess next month, gave
them a chance to mobilize their mailing
lists and build constituent pressure
against Judge O’Connor.

““It takes certain elements to create a
battle, and so far they’re not there,”
said Paul M. Weyrich, director of the
Committee for the Survival of a Free
Congress, one of a number of conserva-

tive groups opposed to the appointment.
Anti-abortion groups met this after-
noon to plan a common strategy, and
thus far the Senator they look to as their
leader, Jesse Helms of North Carolina,
has remained a step back from the bat-
tle, saying he was still investigating dis-
crepancies between his and President
Reagan’s views of Judge O’Connor’s
legislative record on the abortion issue.
“I’m not going to prejudge the lady,”
said Senator Helms, who led a success-
ful fight at the Republican National Con-
vention last July for an anti-abortion
plank that some critics contend Mr.
Reagan ‘‘betrayed’’ with his nomination
yesterday of Judge O’Connor of the Ari-
zona Court of Appeals. If confirmed, the
51-year-old judge would become the first
woman to serve on the Supreme Court.
As a state legislator in Arizona, Mrs.
O’Connor at different times endorsed
the proposed Federal equal rights
amendment and voted against anti-
abortion interests. But some Arizonans
in both parties contend that, in the
larger context of her legislative career,
she was not ‘“pro-abortion,’”” as she is
now characterized by some lobbying

groups here. /

Reagan ‘Misled’ by Staff

Those groups have avoided blaming
Mr. Reagan for their disappointment,
taking the view expressed this morning
on National Public Radio by Richard Vi-
guerjy, the conservative fund-raiser:
“He’s a busy man who relies heavily on
his staff, who have misled him, and he

needlessly gave the back of his hand to
an important part of his coalition.”

David R. Gergen, the senior White
House spokesman, said that the Presi-
dent was trying to diffuse potential op-
position to the appointment by meeting
yesterday with Senator Helms and tele-
phoning the Rev. Jerry Falwell, presi-
dent of Moral Majority, a religious and
political lobbying organization, in the
hope that they would"‘‘keep an open
mind’’ about the appointment. A spokes-
man for Mr. Falwell said that he did not
commit himself.

Floor Vote in September

Senator Strom Thurmond, the South
Carolina Republican who is chairman of
the Judiciary Committee, said he be-
lieved that the F.B.I. background check
on Judge O’Connor might require two
weeks for completion, to be followed by
a week’s notice for the committee hear-
ing. His current impression, he said,
was that Judge O’Connor would eventu-
ally be confirmed.

“I’'m going to try and help the Presi-
dent all I can,” the Senator said this
morning. ‘“‘My plan is to support her un-
less something comes up at the hearing
we don’t know about.”

A spokesman for Senator Howard H.
Baker Jr. of Tennessee, the Senate ma-
jority leader, estimated that, at the
earliest, the appointment might be dealt
with by the Judiciary Committee just
before the August recess, with a floor
vote in early September. The timing is
important because the fall term of the

Supreme Court begins in October and
Senator Baker has promised to expedite
the nomination to meet that date.

Senator John East, the North Carolina
Republican who is a member of the Ju-
diciary Committee and is considered to
be Senator Helm’s protege in the anti-
abortion movement, promised ‘‘a good
hard look™ at Judge O’Connor’s views
on abortion, the equal rights amend-
ment and busing to achieve racial bal-
ance in public schools.

He did not flatly announce his opposi-
tion to the appointment. But, in refer-
ence to the 1973 Supreme Court ruling
that abortion was a constitutional right
of ‘!vomen, he said: ‘“Regardless of a
nominee’s views on abortion, I would be
reluctant to support any appointee who
thought Roe v. Wade reflected sound
constitutional law.”’

If the qpposition is to make headway,
it must convince such key Judiciary
Committee members as Senator Orrin
G. Hatch, a Utah Republican who is usu-
ally quite sympathetic to the anti-abor-
tionbloc. ““I intend to support the Presi-
dent,” the Senator said today, ‘‘But she
hasto answer certain questions.””

Anti-abortion lobbyists promised to
use the August recess to build consider-
able constituent pressure. Senator Gold-
water was stirred to anger when in-
formed of Mr. Falwell’s opinion that a
wide spectrum of Christian groups could
be mobilized against Judge O’Connor.

“Every good Christian ought to kick
Falwell in the posterior.”’ the Senator
responded.

nor’s nomination as ‘“‘the best thing he’s
done since he was inaugurated.”” Mean-
while, right-wing leaders were accusing
the President of betraying the Republi-
can platform’s conditions on Court ap-
pointments.

To others, the pragmatic symbolism
of Judge O’Connor’s selection followed
the pattern of some of Mr. Reagan’s
early Cabinet appointments; which
plased mainstream Republicans, irri-
tated hard-line conservatives and ena-
bled the President to broaden his politi-
cal appeal as his tenure began. Now,
they said, Mr. Reagan is once again
courting the political center at the ex-
pense of the radical right.

Udall Praises Selection

“This is incredibly smart politics,”
said Representative Morris K. Udall, a
liberal Arizona Democrat. ‘‘It’s a real
strike. You take all the groups in Amer-
ica, and there has been none more dis-
trustful of Reagan than the women’s
movement. This just cuts the ground out
from under them. It will be doubly deli-
cious to the leaders of the women’s
movement because people like Phyllis
Schilafly will be trying to take Reagan’s
head off.”’

Mrs. Schlafly, a prominent Republi-
can activist from Illinois, has spear-

can get someone as moderate, and as
close to the center of the Republican
Party as she is, is really stunning. It
erases the stereotype opposition to Rea-
gall-”

Some Senate conservatives, such as
Paul Laxait, Republican of Nevada,
took comfort, though gingerly, in the
fact that President Reagan had pro-
nounced himself “fully satisfied” with
Mrs. O’Connor ““philosophically.’’

Other members of Congress cited
Mrs.. O’Connor’s conservative reputa-
tion, suggesting that initially perhaps
both liberals and conservatives were
overinterpreting her flexibility on such
issues as abortion. As a member of the
Arizona Senate in 1974, Mrs. O’Connor
voted against a ban on abortions at Ari-

:zona University Hospital.

But in the face of a volley of reproof
from the National Right to Life Commit-
tee and other anti-abortion and far-right
political action groups, the White House
took a detached view, evidently con-
vinced that the President had effec-
tively isolated the far right on this selec-
tion.

“There’s going to be a lot of sound and
fury,”” said one Reagan aide, “‘but it will
wind up signifying little or nothing when
it’sall over.”
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How to avoid ‘‘coming down with
something,”’ and what to do if you
don’t is only part of what Jane
Brody’s Personal Health column
is all about. Most of all, it's about you.
About how to stay healthier. And Happier.
Catch it next time around.
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