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TSE WllITE BOUSE 

Office of the ~ress Secretary 
(Palm Springs, California) 

FOR RELEASE AT 10: 0C A. t'1. PST 
1:00 P.M. EST 

1WEDNESDAY~ . JANUARY 1, 1986 

TlIE PRESIDENT'S HEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SOVIET UNION 

Cypress Room 
Century Plaza Ho~el 

Los An9eles, California 

TUE PRESIDENT: Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, 
President of the United States of America. 

I'm pleased to speak to ypu on the occasion of the New 
Year. This is a time for reflectio~ and for hope. 1.s we look back 
on the year just concluded, and on the year that is to come, I want 
to share with you my hopes for the New Year -- hopes for peace, 
prosperity and good will that the American and soviet people share. 

Just over a month ago, General Secretary Gorbachev c:md I 
met for the first time in Geneva. Our purpose was to begin a fresh 
cha~tcr in the relations between our two countries, an<l to try to 
reduce the suspicions and mistrust between us. 

I thii'ik. we made « good beginning. Mr. Gorbachev and I 
s;;,ent many hours together, speaking frai:ikly an'1 seriously about the 
most important issues of our time -- reducing the massive nuclear 
arsenals on both sides, resolving regional conflicts, ensuring 
respect for human rights as guaranteed under international 
agreements, and other questions of mutual interest. 

As the elected representative of the American people, I 
told Mr. Gorbachev of our deep desire for peace, and tlu:t the 
.American people do not wish the Soviet people any harm. 

While there were many areas which we 1id not agree, \·1hich 
was to be e:tpectecl, we left Geneva with a better understanding of 
one-another and of the goals we each have. We ~re determined to 
build or. th~t unueratanding in the coming months and years. 

One of the most important things on which we agreed was 
the neccl to reuuce the massive nuclear arsenals on both sidea. As I 
have said many times, a nucl~ar war cannot be won, and must never be 
fought. Therefore, we agreed to accelerate negotiations where there 
is co111,11on ground to reduce and eventually eliminate the means of 
nuclear destruction. 

Our ~egotiators will soon be returning to the Geneva 
talkn on nuclear and space arms, where Mr. Gorbachev and I agree~, we 
will seek agreements on the priniciple of 50 percent reductions in 
offensive nuclear arms, .. nd E.n i_nterir:1 agreement on intermecaate 
range nuclear systems. Ar,d it's my hope that one day, we will be 
able to eliminate these weapons altogether an~ rely increasingly for 
our security on ~efense systems that threaten no one. 

3Qth the U~ited States and the Soviet Union are doing 
renearch on the possibilities of applyin9 new technologies to the 
cause of defense. If these technologies become a reality, it is my 
dream that, well, to one day free ua all from the threat of nuclear 
destruction. Oue of the best ways to buil~ mutual unclerstanl!ng is 
to allow the Ar,1er ican anu So·.det peoples to get to know one-~nother 
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better. 

In Geneva, we signed a new agreement to exchange our most 
accomplish'ed artists and academics. we also agreed to expand the 
contacts between our peoples so that students, teachers and young 
people can get to know other each other directly. If people in both 
countries can visit, study and work together, then we will strengthen 
the bonds of understanding and build a true foundation for lasting 
peace. 

I also discussed the American people's strong interest in 
humanitarian issues. Our democratic system is founued on the belief 
in the sanctity of human life and the rights of the individual -­
rights such as freedom of speech, of assembly, of movement and of 
worship. It is a sacred truth to us that every inc1ividual is a 
unique creation of God, with his or her own special talents, 
abilities, hopes and dreams. 

Respect for all people is essential to peace, and as we 
agreed in Geneva, progress in resolving humanitarian issues in a 
spirit of cooperation would go a long way to making 1986 a better 
year for all of us. 

A safe and lasting peace also requires finding peaceful 
settlements to armeu conflicts which cause GO much human suffering in 
many parts of the world. I have proposed several concrete steps to 
help resolve such conflicts. It is my hope that in 1985, we will 
make progress to~ard this end. I see a busy year ahead in building 
on the foundations laic1 in Geneva. There is much work to be done. 

Mr. Gorbachev will visit the United States later this 
year, and I look forward ,=o showing him our countr:t. In 1987, I plan 
to visit your country, and hope to meet many of you. 

On behalf of the American people, I wish you all a hai_:>py 
and healthy New Year.· Let's ~ork together to make it a 7ear of 
peace. There is no better goal for 1986 or for any year. Let us 
l~ok forward tc a future of "chistoye nyebo" for all mankind. 

Thank you, spasiba. 

END 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. This is Ronald Reagan, 
President of the United States of America. 

I'm pleased to speak to .you o.n the occasion of the New 
Year. This is a time for reflection and for hope. As we look back 
on the year just con<;:luded, and on the year.'. that is to come, I want 
to share with you my hopes for the New Year -- hopes for. peace, 
prosperity and good will that the American and Sov_iet people share. 

Just over a month ago, General Secretary Gorbachev and I 
met for the first time in .Geneva. Our purpose was to begin a f~esh 
chapter in the relations between our two countries, and to try to 
reduce the suspicions and mistrust between us. 

I think we made a good beginning. Mr. Gorbachev and I 
spent many hours together, speaking frankly and seriously about the 
most important issues of our time -- reducing the massive nuclear 
arsenals on both sides, resolving regional conflicts, ensuring 
respect for human rights as guaranteee under international 
agreements, and other questions of mutual interest. 

As the elected representative of the American people, I 
told Mr. Gorbachev of our deep desire for . peace, and that the 
American people do not wish the Soviet people any harm. 

While th.,. ~· a were many areas which we did not agree, which 
was to be expecte~ , we left Geneva with a better understanding of 
one-another and of the goals we each have. We are determined to 
build on that understanding in the coming months and years. 

One of the most important things on which we agreed was 
the need to reduce the massive nuclear arsenals on both sides. As I 
have said many times, a nuclear war cannot be won, and must never be 
fought. Therefore, we agreed to accelerate negotiations where there 
is common ground to reduce and eventually eliminate the means of 
nuclear destruction. 

Our negotiators will soon be returning to the Geneva 
talks on nuclear and space arms, where Mr. Gorbachev and I agreed, we 
will seek agreements on the pr iniciple 0£--50 -percent reductions in _. 
offensive nuclear arms, and an interim agreement on intermediate 
range nuclear systems. And it's my hope that one day, we will be 
able to eliminate these weapons altogether and rely increasingly for 
our security on ·defense systems that threaten no one. 

Both the United States and the Soviet Union are doing 
research on the possibilities of applying new technologies to the 
cause of defense. If these technologies become a reality, it is my 
dream that, well, to one day free us all from the threat of nuclear 
destruction. One of the best ways to build mutual understanding is 
to allow the American and Soviet peoples to get to know one-another 

MORE 
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In Geneva, we . signed . a.., J'.lew agreement . ~o exchange our most 
ac~omplished artists .and ,Jcademi'cs::. ~e also agreed to e;xpand the 
contacts between our peoples so that students, · teachers and young 
people c_an ·get-· ··to know other ·each · other directly. If people in both 
countries can visit, study and work togethet.,· then we will strengthen 
the bonds of understanding and build a true. foundation for lasting · · · •. 
peace. 

I also discussed the American people's strong ·'interest:, iri 
humanitarian issues. Ou~ d~mocr_atic system. is founded on the belief 
in the sanctity of human life and the rights of the· Individual -­
rights such as freedom of speech, of assembly, of movement and of 
worship. It is a sacred truth to -us that every individual is a 
unique creation of God, with h.1.s ·'"Qr_ her .own ._special talents, 
abilities, hopes and dream$; . · · · · ·. ' . ·. ~-. 

. . .· .. • 

Respect for all people is essential to peace, and as we 
agreed in Gene·va, .. progress · in resolving_ humanitarian iss.ues in a 
spirit of cooperation would go :· a lc;>~cj -1~ay' to making-.. 1~86 a better 
year fnr all of us. · · · 

. · A sa-fe and las:ting peac~,·' also .requ~:re~ · finding peaceful 
settleme-1t"s . to .armed con~lic.ts which cause so inuc.h . human suffering .·in 
many parts of the w9rld • . I · have _proposed $everal ooncret~ steps to 
help resolve such , conflicts~ It . ~s my hope that in 1986, ··we ··· wi'll 
make progress toward this end. I' see ' a busy year ahead in building ­
on the foundations l~id in Geneva,,. There is much work t-<? be done. 

Mr. Gorbache~ will '. yi~it the ·uni~•~-~~tates later this •. 
year, and I look fo.rward to showing him our c'ountry • . · In 1987,. . I plan • 
to visit your country, and hope to meet many .of you. :· 

·On ' behalf of . the American people, I . wish you all a happy 
and health' New Year. Let~s work togetbe~ to make it a year of ~eace .­
There is no better · goal : for 1986 or for a~Y. ·year. Let · us l..9.ok 
forward to a future of - "chistoye nyebo" for all mankind. 

Thank you, spasbo. 

END 
.. ; •. 
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(AN UNOFFICIAL SOVIET TRANSLATION) 

Dear Americans, 

·· ·· I ~ee a good augury in the way we are ·beginning the new. year 
wliicb has been declared the Year of Peace. We are starting it 
with an exchange of direct messages -- President Reagan's to the 
Soviet people and mine to you. 

This, I believe, is a hopeful sign of change which, though small, 
is nonetheless a change for the better in our relations. The few 
minutes that I ~ill be speaking to you strike me as a meaningful 
symbol of our mutual willingness to go on .moving toward each 1 

other which is what your President ·and I began doing at Geneva.;:_ 
For a discussion along those lines we had _the mandate of our 
peoples. They want th~ constructive Soviet-American dialogue ·t-0 
continue uninter~upted and to yield tangible results. ~ 

As I face you today, I want to say that Soviet people are . 
dedicated to p~'aqe -- -that supreme value equal to the gift · of 
life. We cherish the idea of peace, having suffered for it. 
Together with the pain of unhealing wounds and the agony of 
irretrievable l9sses, it has become part and parcel of our flesh 
and blood. In our country there · is not a single family or a 
single home that has not -kept alive the memory of their kith .and 
kin who perished in the flames of war -- .the war in which the 
Soviet and American peoples were allies and fought side by side. 

I say this -because our common quest for peace ~ s its roots in 
the past, and that means we have a historic .. reco~ of ---cooperation 
which. can today inspire .. our .. j .oint. efforts for the '~ ake of the .. . _ .. 
fu~~- ' . 

',, 

The-- many letters . I have received from you and· my conve~ations. .. 
with your fellow countrymen -- Senators, Congressmen--scie.{ltists, ----­
businessmen --and statesmen -- have ·convinced --me--- that in the-~ited 
States, too, people realize that .our two .nations ·shou-J:-d· never ·be 
at war, that a ·Collis.ion.between them would ,be· ·the·-grea.te·st ·-of -~ ...... ~--­
-tragedies. 

..-- -
It •is a. reality of ·today's world . that it .. ±·s ·senseless·c-to· ·s-eek - · 
greater .security for oneself through new types of weapons. At- - · 
present, every new step in the arms race increases ~he danger__and_ · 
the risk for both sides; · and· for· all humankind. · 

. .. .. --- ····-- , .. 

It is·· the force·ful -·and··compelling -demand··c;-f .. life itsel..f. _that··we._ 
should .follow the --path of cutting .back · nuclear · arsenals and , 
keeping outer · space· ·peaceful.. This is what we -are ·negot.i-ating ···· · 
about at Geneva., ,and we .. would --very ·much _;l.ike-.. those ·talks ·t~be . · 
success.ful this --year. -· · 

In our efforts ·for 'peace we·--shou.ld . be ·guided:·by ·--an awarenes,;·.· -of .... .. 
the fact that today history has willed our two .. nations to bear an 
enormous 'responsibility. to the peoples- of ·our- two -·countr..ies · and, 
indeed, . the peoples of all countries,- fo.r · preserv-ing-- life .. on 

more 
(OVER) . 
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earth. Our duty to all humankind is to offer it a safe prospect 
of peace, a prospect of entering the third millenium without 
fear. Let . us commit _ours!;!lves .. to doing away with the threat 
hanging over humanity. Let us not shift th~t task onto ou.r 
children' s shoulders. · '· · 

We can hardly succeed in attaining that goal unless we begin 
saving up, bit by bit, the most precious capital there is -­
trust among nations and peoples. And it is absolutely essential 
to start mending the- existing deficit of trust in Soviet-American 
relations. · · · 

I believe that · one of the main results of my meeting with 
President Reagan is that, as leaders and as human beings, we were· 
able to take ·the first step towards overcoming mistrust ana- to­
act~vate the factor of confidence. The gap dividing us "is still_ 
wiae, to bridge it ·will ··not be easy, but we saw in Geneva that' it 
can be done. Bridging · that gap would be a great feat -- a _feat · 
our people ~re ready to · perform fo~ the sake of world pea.de.. · · 

I am reminded of . the title of a remarkabie work of .America~ 
literature, the novel "The Winter of our Discontent." Irt that 
phrase · 1et me just substitute hope tot discont.~nt. And may· rtQt 
only this winter but every season of this year,. and of ~he_ ' iea·rs 
to come be. full o·f hope for a · bet,te-r _future, .. a. hope that, ·-' · 
together, . we can turn into .real~ty. I can a .s·sure you that ·· we . 
shall spare no effort in working for that. · · · . .. '. 
For the ·Soviet people, the. :year 1986 marks the beginn~ng of a new 
stage in carrying out our constructive plans~· Those are peaqeful 
plans: We have made them known to the whole wo·r14._ 

. ' . 
I .. wish you a happy New ·- Year. To every An_terican family I · wish 
g9od health, peace and happine·ss. . i · 

t t t • -~ I •• 

· . .,,· 
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Newspaper Rotation cL.,.(b G'h SC(v),&__ {f5tlDft­
The newspaper pool rotates on a daily basis regardless of whether or 
no~ they have participated in an evant. The pool does not rotate on 
weekends unless there is a specific event on the President's schedule 
for Saturday or Sunday which requires a writing or travel pool. 

Baltimore Sun 
BNA 
Boston Globe 
Gannett Newspapers 
Hearst Newspapers 
USIA 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
Los Angeles Times 
McClatchy Newspapers 

Broadcast Pool Rotation 

Mcclendon Newspapers 
Jiew York Daily News 
Hew York Times 
Newsday 
Sacramento Union 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
Wall Street Journal 
Washington Post 
Washington Times 

The broadcast pool rotates only after they have participated in a 
writing pool and photo coverage event regardless of daily rotation. 

ABC 
CBS 
CNN 
INN 
Metromedi-a 
NBC 
,. 

AP Radio 
UPI Audio 
Mutual 
Sheridan 
United Stations 

Independent Radio Rotation in the Travel Pool 

The independent radio pool rotates daily and not on Saturday or Sunday 
unless the President's schedule requ.ires a travel pool. 

AP Radio 
UPI Audio 
Mutual 

Lighting Technician 

Sheridan 
United Stations 
VOA 

The lighting technician pool rotates on a monthly basis. 

Still Photographer Pool 

The still photographer pool rotates each day including the . weekend. 

Newsweek 
TIME 
U.S. News and World Report • 


