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Soviet Forces In The Pacific .

- Approximately one third of the Soviet Union's total forces
are deployed in the East Asia-Pacific area. These forces
consist of both centrally controlled strategic forces and
regionally controlled theater forces.

- Strategic forces include about 30 nuclear ballistic missile
submarines, approximately 380 intercontinental ballistic
missiles, over 150 intermediate range ballistic missiles, 150
bombers, and additional support aircraft.

- Soviet Naval Forces: The Soviet Pacific Fleet is the largest
of the four Soviet fleets. As of 1986 it included
approximately:

-- 80 surface combatants

-- 90 attack submarines (majority nuclear powered)

-- 500 naval aircraft

-- 1 Naval Infantry Division (about 7000 troops)

-- Special Purpose (Spetsnaz) Forces

-- KGB Maritime Border Guards

- Soviet Ground Forces: Increased from 210,000 troops (25
divisions) in 1968 to 500,000 (57 divisions) in 1986.
-- Approximately 90% of these forces are on the border
of the People's Republic of China.
-- In 1978, one division reinforced existing reqular
Soviet troops in the occupied Japanese Northern
Territories.

- Soviet Air Forces: Increased numerically from the early 1960s
(215 long range bombers and 1,050 fighter-bombers) to mid 1980s
(353 long range bombers and 1,955 tactical combat aircraft).

- Most recent trends have focused on quality improvements.
-- Older Mig-21 tactical fighter replaced with much
improved Mig-25 FOXBAT and Mig-31 FOXHOUND.
-- Noticeable range improvements such as introduction of
the Su-24 FENCER fighter-bomber with range of 1800Km
and the longer range BACKFIRE bomber.

-- 8S5-4 and SS-5 surface-to-surface missiles replaced with

SS-20s (greater range, mobility, and number of
warheads).

-- Aircraft carriers (Minsk and Novorossiysk) and latest
nuclear powered gquided missile cruiser Frunze.

- Soviet Power Projection: The Soviet base in Cam Ranh Bay,
Vietnam has allowed expanded operations in the South China Sea,
the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf.
-- Staging/refueling point for long range reconnaissance,
anti-submarine and other combat aircraft

-- Staging/maintenance facility for submarines and surface

combatants.
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