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WASHINGTON, JAN 22, REUTER - THE UUITED STATES HAS ASKED 

NEW ZEALAND TO ALLOW R U.S. NAUY SHlP TO NAKE A PORT CALL, 
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NUCLEAR-ARNED OR NUCLEAR-POWERED UESSELS, THE PENTAGON SAID 
TOTIH"" - - l • 

SPOKESNAN NICHREL BURCH SAID THE REQUEST MAS NADE TO 
WELLINGTON LAST NONTH AND NEW ZEALAND WAS CONSIDERJNG lT. 

11 WE HAUE MO lDEA WHAT THE RESPONSE WlLL BE, 11 HE SAID. 
STATE DEPARTNENT OFFlClALS SAID THAT lNITIRLLY R BLANKET 

REQUEST WAS MADE FOR SHIP CALLS THROUGHOUT 1985. NEW ZEALAND, 
IN REPLY, ASKED FOR A REQUEST FOR A SPEClFIC UISIT. 

THE OFFICIALS SAID THE DEPARTMENT THEN SUGGESTED R VlSlT BY A 
SINGLE SHJP IN CONJUNCTION WITH AN RNZUS (AUSTRALIA-NEW 
ZEALAND-UNITED STATES ALLIANCE) NAVAL EXERCISE IN nARCH. 

THE POLICY OF THE NEW ZEALAND GOUERUMENT OF PRlNE MINISTER 
DRUID LANGE FORBIDS PORT CALLS BY NUCLEAR-POWERED SHIPS OR 
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lDENTIFY WHICH OF lTS UESSELS CARRIED NUCLEAR ARNS~ SUCH A BAN 
BY NEW ZEALAND WOULD IN EFFECT PREUEUT ANY U.S. NAUY SHIPS FROM 
UISITJNG THE COUNTRY'S PORTS. 

NAUY OFFlClRLS ALSO _SRlD THEY WOULD NOT JDENlIFY THE SHIP THEY 
WERE NONJNATING FOR A PORT CRLL UNTlL NEW ZEALAND APPROUED THE 

flf•-.TT I/ - ., ! , • 

BURCH SAID THAT WHILE U.S. POLICY WAS NOT TO NAKE PUBLlC WHICH 
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RUTHORITlES COULD DETERMINE WHlCH SHIPS ~ERE SO ARNED. 
BURCH ADDED HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THE NEXT U.Sz STEP WOULD BE 

IF NEW ZEALAND REJECTED THE REQUEST FOR A PORT CALL. 
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NE~ ZEALAND TO SHlFT lTS POLlCY IN THE INTEREST OF R STRONG 
ANZUS ALLIANCE, BUT SO FAR TO NO AUAJL. 
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F.AP PRESS GUIDANCE January 31, 1985 

NEW ZEALAND DENIES SHIP VISIT REQUEST 

Q. Press reports indicate that New Zealand Prime Minister 
Lange has turned down our request for a ship visit. Is 
this true? 

A. We are in contact with Prime Minister Lange seeking to 

ascertain his definitive response. 

Q. What would be the consequences of a negative New Zealand 
decision? 

A. As we indicated, January 25, our policy remains as stated 

at the July 1984 ANZUS Council meeting, •Access by allied 

aircraft and ships to the airfields and ports of the ANZUS 

members was reaffirmed as essential to the continuing 

effectiveness of the alliance.• 

Q. Does this mean that the United States will withdraw from 
ANZUS? 

, A. The denial of port access would be a matter of grave 

concern which goes to the core of our mutual obligations as 

allies. Should the visit of the ship we have requested be 

denied, we would have to reconsider our participation with 

New Zealand in the March ANZUS Sea Eagle exercise. More 

r 
Q. 

broadly, we would also have to consider the implications 

for our overall cooperation with New Zealand under ANZUS. 

Will this matter be discussed with Australian Prime Minister 
Hawke? 

A. Undoubtedly. J 
~- 'f$•S 

IJ 



-2-

Q: Prime Minister Lange has said he would welcome a U.S. ship 
that was not nuclear armed. Will you send one? 

A: U.S. policy is to •neither confirm nor deny• the presence 

of nuclear weapons on ships. All U.S. ship visit requests 

are made under these conditions. 

I~ 
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