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7/I7 Iw THE WHITE HOUSE

SECRET- WASHINGTON |3221

April 30, 1987

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRANK C. CARLUC%?%i/’//”

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Suzanne Massie -- Friday,
May 1, 2:00 - 2:30 p.m., Oval Office

In her letter to you of April 13 (Tab A), Ms. Massie expressed a
desire to visit you and report on her recent trip to the USSR,
and you agreed. The following are reminders of pertinent back-
ground.

Ms. Massie was in the USSR to organize and host an exhibition of
paintings by Andrew Wyeth sponsored by AT&T. This activity put
her in touch with a wide range of artistic figures and Soviet
bureaucracies. As a result, she should be able to tell whether
the new style of Gorbachev regime is loosening up the Soviet
system in tangible ways.

When Ms. Massie visited you last on February 28, she argued that
you should offer to hold a 1987 summit in Moscow rather than
Washington, to appease Soviet national pride and for Gorbachev's
alleged safety. She reported having been told, by a Soviet
functionary known to be a KGB affiliate, that Gorbachev faced a
threat of assassination in the US. (Rumors of such threats
abound. While they may have some validity, we know they are being
circulated by Soviet figures to gain sympathy for Gorbachev.)

You responded by repeating your desire for a Washington summit
and, at her request, authorized a short message for her to convey
to Gorbachev stating your wish to welcome the General Secretary
to the United States to continue your face-to-face dialogue.

She visited with a personal aide to Gorbachev and delivered your
personal message. This was appreciatively received, she tells
us; and she may report to you some message in response.

Apart from her artistic projects, Ms. Massie is an enthusiastic
student of what she calls the "revival of the Russian spirit," a
rebirth of interest among Russians in their history, culture,
folkways, and religion. This revival has, from our point of
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view, many positive aspects, e.g., the search for a moral compass
that communist ideology has failed to provide. It also displays
negative features, however, such as extreme chauvinism toward
non-Russians (nearly 50% of the Soviet population), anti-
Semitism, and hostility to all Western influences, including
democracy and freedom of thought. Ms. Massie may have some fresh
insights into how this tug-of-war for the Russian national spirit
is going.

Attachment

Tab A Letter from Ms. Massie
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Dear Mr. President,

When I returned from the Soviet Union a week ago I
called immediately to let you know that I had successfully
delivered your message and had received a positive response
from General Secretary Gorbachev. I had wanted to convey
this to you personally, but as you were too busy before your
departure for California, I called Mr. Carlucci and delivered
it to him.

I did want to let you know a few details:

As I was in Moscow during the visit of Mrs. Thatcher
and Mr. Gorbachev was completely tied up with that, I was
received at the Central Committee by Mr. Vitaly CGusenkov,
who is one of Mr. Gorbachev's two close personal advisors.
We met, I delivered the message to him and he called me back
promptly the next day with the personal response of General
Secretary Gorbachev. I will add that both expressed feelings
of gratitude for your message.

During our meetings, the opportunity presented itself to
mention the question of the refusal of a visa to your son, Ron.
Mr. Gusenkov seemed genuinely startled to learn of this, and
indicated that Mr. Gorbachev did not know of this either.
Evidently what had occurred is that ABC had been refused as
an expression of official disapproval of their series Amerika,
but not Ron individually. About ABC, he asked me " What would
you have done?" I answered, " I would have let them come."

He said, " This was not possible." and went on to explain that
they had received a great deal of mail from offended Soviet
citizens demanding some kind of governmental reaction to what
was seen as an affront to their country. I drew the conclusion
that now that everyone in the Soviet Cnion feels free-- and 1is
being encouraged to air gripes, the government is finding out
that listening to public opinion can be tricky.

In any case, he assured me emphatically at this meeting
and our subsequent one the following day, that your son would
be" welcome to come to the Soviet Union whenever he would like
to come. "

Executive Commuttee: ABRAM BERCSON. JOSEPH S. BERLINER. HAROLD | BERMAN. DONALD FANGER. MARSHALL | Goot v
LOREN GRAHAM. EDWARD L. KEENAN, HORACE C. LUNT. RICHARD PIPEs. HENRY ROSOVSKY. ADAM B Uiav



President Reagan 2.

My trip, which began in Leningrad early in March was
as usual both eventful and colorful. I was given enormous
cooperation in Leningrad, and the opening of the Wyeth
exhibit there was a great success. Both sides seemed
very pleased. As the businessmen say, it was a win-win
situation which gave me a great sense of satisfaction; a
positive beginning indeed, to the Presidential Initiative

Exchanges.

If your schedule should permit, I would welcome the
opportunity to be able to give you a few details about my
meetings and the general atmosphere first hand. I will
be in Washington to give a speech on May 1. 1Is there
a chance that you might have a few minutes to see me then?

Spring seems to have finally come to Boston after
deluges of rain, and spirits are rising. I hope that you
and Mrs. Reagan spent some good relaxing days together in
California. May I wish you both a happy Easter, a wonderful
time of the year which, along with spring, brings renewed
hope for all the world.

Take care of yourself, dear Mr. President.
With warm wishes to you and Mrs. Reagan as always,

incerely,
A2 CBAAN
uzanne Massie

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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Dear Mr. President,

When I returned from the Soviet Union a week ago I
called immediately to let you know that I had successfully
delivered your message and had received a positive response
from General Secretary Gorbachev. I had wanted to convey
this to you personally, but as you were too busy before your
departure for California, I called Mr. Carlucci and delivered
it to him.

I did want to let you know a few details:

As I was in Moscow during the visit of Mrs. Thatcher
and Mr. Gorbachev was completely tied up with that, I was
received at the Central Committee by Mr. Vitaly Cusenkov,
who is one of Mr. Gorbachev's two close personal advisors.
We met, I delivered the message to him and he called me back
promptly the next day with the personal response of General
Secretary Gorbachev. I will add that both expressed feelings
of gratitude for your message.

During our meetings, the opportunity presented itself to
mention the question of the refusal of a visa to your son, Ron.
Mr. Gusenkov seemed genuinely startled to learn of this, and
indicated that Mr. Gorbachev did not know of this either.
Evidently what had occurred is that ABC had been refused as
an expression of official disapproval of their series Amerika,
but not Ron individually. About ABC, he asked me " What would
you have done?" I answered, " I would have let them come."

He said, " This was not possible." and went on to explain that
they had received a great deal of mail from offended Soviet
citizens demanding some kind of governmental reaction to what
was seen as an affront to their country. I drew the conclusion
that now that everyone in the Soviet Union feels free-- and is
being encouraged to air gripes, the government is finding out
that listening to public opinion can be tricky.

In any case, he assured me emphatically at this meeting
and our subsequent one the following day, that your son would
be" welcome to come to the Soviet Union whenever he would like
to come. "
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UNCLASSIFIED 3040

WITH CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

ACTION : April 27, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN, JR.
e
FROM: FRITZ W. ERMARTH

SUBJECT: President's Meeting with Suzanne Massie,
May 1, Oval Office

Attached for your signature is a Schedule Proposal for the
President's meeting with Suzanne Massie.

Thompsont concurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Schedule Proposal at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove
Attachment
TAB I Schedule Proposal
UNCLASSIFIED

WITH CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT




SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
LOCATION:
PARTICIPANTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

OPPOSED BY:

e

3040
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., Director Presidential
Appointments and Scheduling

GRANT S. GREEN, JR.

Meeting with the President for Ms. Suzanne
Massie, Harvard University

The President has agreed to meet with Ms.
Massie to hear her impressions of a recent
trip to the USSR where she met with signifi-
cant cultural and political figures.

Ms. Massie has visited privately with the

President and the First Lady on several
occasions for similar post-travel reports.

February 25, 1987.

Friday, May 1; 2:00 p.m. (10 minutes).
Oval Office.
The President, Howard Baker, Frank Carlucci.
None.

None.

The President.

None.

i

Declassify on:

it

By
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Ronald Reagan Library

Collection: COORDINATION OFFICE, NSC: RECORDS
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Date: May 12, 1999

DOCUMENT SUBJECTTITLE  DATE | RESTRICTION
NO. AND TYPE . . . - .,
l-memo——-Frank-Carlueei-to-the President re-meeting-with 4/36/87 PEF

Suzanne-Masste—2-p.
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RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P-1 National security classified information [(a)(1) of the PRA].

P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA].

P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA].

P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial
information [(a)(4) of the PRA].

P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or
between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA].

P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(a)(6) of
the PRA].

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. §52(b)]

F-1
F-2

F3
F4

F6
F-7
F-8

F-9

National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA].

Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of
the FOIA).

Release would violate a Federal statue [(b)(3) of the FOIA].

Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA].

Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of
the FOIA].

Release would disclose information piled for law enf it purposes [(b)(7) of
the FOIA].

Rel would disclose inft ion concerning the regulation of financial institutions
[(b)(8) of the FOIA].
Rell would discl

ical or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9)

of the FOIA].



NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 87030

RECEIVED 23 APR 87 1

TO GREEN FROM RYAN, F DOCDATE 22 APR 87
MASSIE, SUZANNE 13 APR 87
KEYWORDS: AP USSR

SUBJECT: MTG REQUEST W/ MASSIE RE TRIP TO USSR MAY 1

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO GREEN TO RYAN DUE: 24 APR 87 STATUS S FILES WH
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
THOMPSON

COMMENTS
REF# LOG NSCIFID ( EN )
ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE COPIES TO

DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE (C)




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM
TO: FRANK CARLUCCI
FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN,JR.?M”d’
SUBJECT: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY
MEETING: Meeting with Suzanne Massie
DATE: May 1, 1987
TIME: 2:00 pm
DURATION: 15 minutes
LOCATION: oval Office
BACKUP LOCATION:
REMARKS REQUIRED: No
MEDIA CCVERAGE: nNo
FIRST LADY )
PARTICIPATION: Optional
NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST
W. Ball W. Henkel
J. Lamb J. Hooley
R. Dawson N. Risqgue
J. Courtemanche J. Kuhn
M. Coyne M. Archambault
E. Crispen J. \iiller
F. Donatelli R. Riley
T. Griscom R. Shaddick
D. Dellinger B. Shaddix
A. Dolan M. Fitzwater
J. Erkenbeck G. Walters
L. Faulkner WHCA Audio/Visual
C. Fuller WHCA Operations

(BT

4/28/87

G. Green



National Security Council

President's Meeting with Suzanne Massie
May 1, 1987, Friday 2:00 - 2:30 p.m.

The President
Frank C. Carlucci
Howard Baker

Mary Kay
2562



