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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SECRET ATTACHMENT

January 20, 1987
Mr. President:

In NSDD 250 you tasked the DCI to give an
assessment in Soviet and other Foreign
Reactions to a Zero Ballistic Missile
World. The DCI's response is attached. It
is a thorough job, worthy of your personal
attention.

I suggest you read the overview, the first
paragraph on page 16 on the possibility of
cheating and paragraphs 66 through 96.
(Starting on page 29.)
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1. Attached is the DCI response to a key portion of the tasking that was
posed to the NDirector in NSDN 250; that portion of the tasking that dealt with
verification matters and was assigned to Ken Adelman and the DCI jointly as
well as the response to the question on the collection resources necessary for
monitoring, will follow at a later date. <5~

2. The attached paper has been reviewed by senior CIA and DIA
officials. It has also been provided on a "close-hold" basis to senior
officers an the Joint Staff in an effort to assist them in their efforts to
prmi'e the detailed responses that are required of the JCS by NSDD 250.

¥

3. The paper covers a lot of important issues. [ want to emphasize
that, although I think it is highly unlikely that the Soviets would go along
with a move to eliminate ballistic missiles while retaining bombers and cruise
missiles, they, in fact, would be in a much better position to take advantage
of such a new regime than most people realize. These points are well
documented in the paper. Larry Gershwin, my National Intelligence Officer for
Strategic Programs, is available to discuss the package further should you
desire. Fritz Ermarth participated in writing this paper and is thoroughly
faniliar with its contents. (£

DECLASSIFIED IN PART Robert M. Gates
NLRR MSsy /) #365606 Acting Director of Central Intelligence
BY_L NARADATE (2 /29/17.
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