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Sund .1. y, Oct. 12, 7 p.m. R.%11: edt 

Pool report -- Airf ,Jrce One --Xefl a vik ?rav ~-1 Air ..3 :~ se to Andrews AFB 

On-the-re cord briefing ir. flig : ,t by Ad:ni ral John Poindexter, 
AssistiRt to the Presiddnt for Nati Jna l Security Affairs • 

.,...., 
So~ber, we a ry but eager toe xplain the perplexing events in 

~ Reykjavik, Poi~dexter t a l~ed~for an h our and 20 minutes wit~ the 
pool, at first knee li ;1g be s ide the~ pool's seats, then settling on 
a footst ~ol, his elaows re s ting on the t a ble. He w~s tielees, stubjle 
on hi s f .Lce and obvi ,Jusly ~ in need of re , t but he s t ated at the 
outsdt tha t the story was so co~~lex and difficult to understand it 
was necesE.c:. ry for him and others in the gover ::1 ment to explain it fully. 

Just before Poindexter bega~ his briefiqg~k,Deputyi press Secr~t ary 
Larry Spea'rns c 1 :r a cter i zed the nego t ia ti J.1s a·~ "long and hard, the 
President stayed for overti ~e. He we~t 99 y~rias but didn't get across 
the goal line. " S ;.,ea ·ces c 2.lled the meeting "good" because i:n;iorta~t 
proposals were aired and "subs t an tial pro ,~re ss " made even th .mgh 
no f inal agree:1ents were r eached. "T he ~e pre s ijent is disa p:ointed," 
said Spe akes, "But he ~:!i1§l remains determined to pursue whg,t 
gains were ma de." 

Foi:1dexter then joined us and bega n th'73 det ·:.1-iled fi l l-in., 
"'tie rea.L .. y did not e~pe c t to get a 6 ree:nents; 11 the A·}miral e xplained. 

~,we felt the be s t we co Jld do wa s focus the issues for agreements to 
b~ i:iego ti : ted l a ter. 11 P•Jindexter ~h~n rev iew;;ft, ..rth.e~J:P?roac~ t~ the A,.,0 

m1n1-su:n'"Gl t, how ,...Jhere had been d1frere~ces -Ofl"' t'fie Asian m1s ~~1les ~i-E-r 
verific3.tion,.~fit~sar testing. On the lat 1er point, which be.game cruci9.l, 

. it was the U. S. in te\ i<;J-ti to nego ti e.. te towe.ra- a co 'Tipiete test ba n OKLY 
when the two s ides ha.d reached the~ point of th.e complete eli :ninat i .Jn 
of nucle~r mis s iles. The dif/e rences in St~rt h ad to do with the 
"distribution" of the 509; reducti on a g reed upon in Geneva. 

On SDI , Poindexter said: "We feel strongf~y th,i t L, order to 
co:1tinue to proviie deteren ce as we r educe our wea ,.Jn s it is i mportant 
to have a defe n sive sy a tem eventuai~y. The Pres i den t's pro ?o ~al in July Ka s 
t:u:~ t the Soviets join us in a new t rea ty which we -a~slEJri:xl were wi l ling 
to s iGU now but with a trigge r f.or it.iflementation in 1991 tn th'c: t if 
either side w~nted to move ahead and develo p and deploy a defensive 
syst em t hey · could." ~!f~-i-H-x Incl uded in tha t was Reagan's idea of 
"sharing" the defensive sys tem if both sides el ir:1i '.lat ed thei r off e:1s i ve 
ba llis~ic mis s iles. The Sovi e ts c a me back with t hei r idea that we keep 
the curre~ t ABE treaty anywhere fro::i 15 to 20 ~x yea rs • The U.S. 
propos3.l wJu l d not have elL1i. ~at ed the old t re~·.ty but ~ -:plied twe- ,He.. µ1!'"'1 

t:'eatb1-\~ 11 novation," th:.1t is provisio:1x for areas of c o~'1 :lict 
-to be ruled by the new t rc:a ty. The --A~,d Ad:niral said tha t he bel ieved 

~i-ii:ru:nduq3,™B:tr.ra~~EKa~---J1t:Y-:f(!Z~~a-.Rki:x~xx the u. !:5. 
~a~ proposition was "a sincere e f fort" to get both nati o !1S to _move 
to a tra~sition fr~ .n offensive weapo ns to defensive systems. fhe 
President felt, according to Poi ~dex ter, tha t a defensi v e sys t~m 
was necessary for the security of ~x u. s. and that part of the 
free world whic11_,the U.S. defends. It wa s plain to the A~ericans going 
into the meeting(ha t the Soviets wo uld do everythi ng t hey could to step 



Poi n de x t e r pool - 2 

SDI. At one ;)o in t , s a id Poi :1 de x ter ( g ett L 1.:~ sl i~h tly ahe a d of his 
c :-: ro nology), he a sked Soviet Forei gn Viini st er Eduar d Sheva rdna dze 
w~;ha t do yo u fe s.r fr'.) .~1 the Stra te i ic Defe :·1se I nitia tive?" According 
t o the Ad~ira l _the Sovie t "avoide d an sweri ng t he c uestion." l ~ -

----The other s a r e as of 00 :1:flict ha d t'.) do \·rit r. r egi ,J.1a l is .sues, human4 
r i 6h t s , o~l..:' ti c'..llart,Y Jewish i2::,m i~r a ti o:1 , bi la t e r a l i ssue s . Poindex ter ~ .,. 
no t ed th~t e~rlie r .~1'b0t\fs'.t"b.ste, 'f~1e So •1iet U:1i 'Jn h2. d not ~ h 'ld "much 
i ~pa ct o~ t he low numbe rs of i ~~i g r a ti J n." 

Mikhail Gorba chev h a d re c e ived the u. s. po s1 ~1 ons ( a bo ve) and 
i ~ tur:1 gi ven t he Arr.er ica :1s his • Sa tu ::-·day r.-i-ir~}~x± ni ght the worki ng ..., ~~ , . ..,..__., ~--
g ro i,.;. pS were n 2.med .One~"arms C) :. trol a nd t h e othe r on huma n ri ,; i1ts et ~. 
The a rms g ro up wo r ied 10½ h o~rs -- t h r Jugh t he en t i r e ni ght. Th e oth ~r 
g r J up wor~ed ~x 5½ h ours • The l a tt e r grJ .lp agreed on po s ition s 
fJr d work pl ~n for the nex t sev e r a l mon t h s t ~~t would pro ~ de a 
c o:i tinuing di?.. logue on r e 5 i o.,al, bil s. t e r i al, i:n·.1 i _; r - ti on and other human 
rigr: t s i ssu e s . 

,'"'?I.T r1 e ~rms ~ s,?'t,~~vZ w-2 r e , of co u r s e, the s tick y ones. Saturday n hlh t 
the J_wor ':(. 1 :1.g 8,r?'.l~l~y;..---~ roup rea ched as reerne n t on a "wa y of handling .,short 
r ~nge INF problem." Accordi ng to the Admira l, the two s i des a g reed to 
freeze the s hort-rang e I ~F l evel at the cu ~rent USSR level and 
conti nue ne g .J tiatio n s once the long-ra ng e n rF i s s u e was settled. The 
lo ng-r3.nge I NF a g ree :nen ~ ~-S,:A,e,2Prged fr Jm a pro po s a l that each 
side ac cept 100 mis 3 i le ~~n~FJ pe-, 100 i n Asia for t he Soviets, a nd 
100 in the U. S. for t he Ame ~·1ca.ns. The ba r g a inin& went m thr ou gh 
Sa t urda y ni ght and before it wa s do ~e t he Soviets had a g reed hr to 
a zero-zero formula for Europe, but the ~ wa n t ed to delay on the As i a n 
cut ba c~ . ~he u. S. tea m b ~lked o n th~ t. By Sunday, however, the Sov ie ts 
h a d agr eed to C'.) ~e down to ~-R'&kN'tR a hundred mis s iles &:rt..0f!.Al.l'( 

for each side, t he irs in~ and oursi in the U:1i t ed Sta tes. 
Poindex t er f e lt tha t a g ree ~e n t was s ignifican t for the Sov i e ts, r epre s e ~t i ng 
a 100 pe:· cen t redu cti J.1 i n Euro ~e, 80 perce n t in As ia, i n al l a re -:uctio n 
fr o:n 1300 bx wa r hea ds to 100. " We agreed ~ ;... to t h :=i t," decl a red 
t he Ad:nira l. 

T:10ugh al l of us i n t :-iis di s cus 2i .:n r e frer red to "nego t ia t i.:rns ," 
Po indexter said the t a lk s pJ-d",){/i.5.we.Ae ~ tp~_, 0Q'R_m~{~#~_flJ~;.,r e pa ri ng 
i nst ructio ns for the To<=r·e i gn m1n1s te rs/\.r o'"r fhe su ::1:-1iti n Washi ng t ~ ," 

..s-e-- --th c. t th~y wight dr.:. : t pF9_?os.;~,J.o th a t wot8::-d le c. d to-t~ticc. --r;+l-5 /-1Cr£~ .$,.,.,t. 
~uL..D 

Al i of the above, as indeed, al l of wh 2. t follo w.-:: , w2.s "held ho s t a s e" 
to SD1, s a id Po i n de x ter. ru:.v'i ~.(. STA R1, 

By s ~tu r day night, by the Ad~i r al' s accoun t, bo th si des had 
a c r e ed on 1,600 s~tegi.9 delivery nucl es r vehicles .(1':iis w2.s in 
t h e t :1 l k s on START} They a lsoH ha d&~ a g reed on 6,000 nucl e s r wa r heads 

l6A-o . 
,~.4--, 

The b ovi e ts, s aid Po indexter, we re re s i s ti ng the negot iations of sub li~its 
but t hey· thou ght tha t cou ld be do ~e i ~ Ge neva. One o f the~signi f ica~ t 
c hr.nges i~e in the Soviet po s i ti ,) n was tha t t ;..,_ey a g reed th a t bo;nbe rs 
with gravity ~ombs an d short-ra :ige a t t a ck mis ~ile s c~ne tituted one 
l'oei';}rntry vehicle. 11 That meant th.:'.. t we h a d solved the nrob l em on how to 
~pt, 11 said the Admiral. fhe und ers tanding cov ,::, red IC:OM1 s, SLBM's, 

~ 
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~Ct-1 ~1 f;ot1~f3..:Ml3S.) Sl'<tAM 2). 

-1:__ ELM'~, Jorlf:Jers,t\&::: .. M1 e • w,'l e m,":::ie si ; nifica nf :p r o c;ress i n th cJ.t area," 
ad. ,:ied Poindexter. "The S.Jviets were t 2.l'.d::1g aoo u t nucle :·::. r c'hs. rges i nc :; e~~ 
3~X! . ~- ~ .- t.,.J~e-£c cAC-fi tx>1-1& 14,.10 $(0M t,JOUt..0 Covw, A 5\ 

}JC. t/1Cc:. ·n·te /¾Gt!,cc.,;:;~>,J, NOW WrrH CAOI &Mac~ LJ,,H Do,-18.S /9JJD S/cAr. 
C> ,J•S .A 5 O,.J/$.." 
c..,o..:, The Soviet work L1g grot:. ) wa s u:1u s ua l, cn t .:..nued th 2. Security Ai de, 

because t he head of it wa s Sergei A:ch romeyev, ~ d1 i ef of staff and 
de~uty defe~se minister. The h e a d of t he A~e r lcan gro~p w~s v eteran 
arms neeot i1tor paul Nitze. Al most i m~e di~te l y Saturday ni gh t the 
probl e inS with SDI e merged. The Sovi '3 tsx were not wi l ling ~_:g to 
~ove the START unde rst~nd i ~ g ahead u ~less we agreed not to wit hd r aw 
fro J the A3A trea ty for 10 ye a rs. They also w~nted, s a i d the Ad~iral, 
to mace the ABM treaty more re st rictiVe on the i ss ue s of t~e me a ning 
of r e ~e a rch and df?UB»..xm¢ develo Jillent a :td t es ting. The Soviet 
intenti::>n .. to link SDIX{l~ a n d STA RT ·~;as, t hu s , plain. And then 
that position of t~e &.a-H~UX Soviet•s grew into linkage with 
e-l!~J-i-~h::,g:n,,- I :·L? A also. 

I' ArJO J..) (.l{!,J. t!hc... ,6.t-rh.J(s-

7; On nucl ea r testing, t he wor'.dng ar::ns grot:.p agreed 1?.!1~,~!§T'of)J,!•L~:$' 
.. ~ begin negoti a ti ons 0 ~1 :further limit:itions of nuclea r testing, 
;fr.e fir .c.: t item on~he a ge:-ida WE~ s to be verification. The U.S. posit1.o ::. 

/was to h&ve a n agreement tha t would p r ovide furth e r li ~i tations on 
te s ti ng but h-~ worked out ~jl-X in c.J cijuncti :m wit :1 the a g ree'llent 
to reduce offen sive forces. Ulti ~a tely, s a id the Ad:ni ral, the idea 
wa dto have a co r:ip rehen s i ve test ban -~X treaty at th::.:. t point w~e c... ·k . 1 

we ~o lo~ge r had to r e ly on nucl e a r we apons for st r a tegi c dete ~ence. 

Sunday wi s che cruci a l day . ReaJ an l a i d out the Ametican propo s a l 
in the morning meeti?1g wh ic:1 r em ove r the limit by a:1 hou r o yso. The 
Pre s i de nt, s a id Po indexter, r an into the s a me li ~k age with Gorba chev, 
though , a gain, there was r em-3. r kabl e agreemen t in other areas 1 ij<.._eli-J;TF. 
Aft e r the .Heagan-Gorb mee ting e ~ci.ed, Re2..gs..n hudcled with S '.-mtlzA~..:, "'l"'D 

Poindexter and r e fined the pro ) oRal. The y asread to abide by t ~e ABM 
t 1~eaty for 5 ye2..rs and if the Soviets ~·~ re duced t he ir missiles 
a t the ~c r e ed upon r a te and con ti nued to do s o in t he 2eco~d five 
ye 2rs, the U.S. W) ld continue co m9: i a nce for the~~ fu ~l 10 'J3 ~rs. 
11 By 1996 , 0 g said r.)indexter, 11 bot :1 si des 'f?,Jlld h '."'.:. Ve eli:ni!1a ted all 
t ne ir balli s tic u1issiles. At the e nd of~ ye2.rs both sides would ..f..e..e:J...[fE... 

free to deploy ~Y- an;f'SDI sy ;:; te:n unle s s otherwi s e agreed u pon 
by both parties." 

i3ac'.c 2.t the t able, t he So ·,i e ts s till balked. The Generz,. l 
Secretz. ry would not yield_ 0;1 <tt-e SDip ~ -t. 11He want ed an a g reem 2nt," 
decl 2. red the Ad:nir .1, "re't ri cting re [earc:1, develo ) m::: nt and t es t ing 
~r!x~1of a space bas ed\ sys tem tolhe l abora t o ry. The Preiide:1t felt 
this wa s e sse ntially killing the SD~ program. He WES not wi _ling t o 
.s;~.;_« acce9t t hi s resL·i ction." 

, I s.:n f.enkly a little lL:.. zy Lete on ti1eir ft%'-IDt ee ::; ue::1cc of meei..Lrb s 
-e-e1~ WG i ' l d advise ft:rther one c:d:1g . it ap~e :.:.rs th ::!. t after the Ameri c2..:1 ;o '1'12.. 
pr: posal w::1s made 4:a-tJ::w rao rn.i.:.r--3 by Re a ean , the So ': i et s c2.me bac't< with 
:iXi~ modifica tio:-is. The Ameri cans then c 2.me~-x up with a counter-
counter proposal which moved t he ir position b~ck toward the fir 2t. 
Then, Re :15 .. n -'V~·tJ;.;n;::n-~-eL:.nn.....-ene .·.+ ' t:;:::::v~_2wr~ .. • "This i s goi:..g 

<t .G--~ ' / __,,~Lr(/ 



----
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to be o uri f i nal offer." 
'8 ,, l•-r } \.....:.. (.,' ~---- __,,,,. 

The mee t ing did ~ n d in bit ~e ~n e s s , i ns i s ted Poinde xter. 
" Th e re wa s a sadne s s 6n our pa rt. 11 He did not ~u e sti o:1 the s i:: cer i t y 
of the So vi e t s , he s a id, but 11 th e r eason we a re so i nsi s t en t t h~t we 
eve ntual ly have a defe :1 s ive s ys t em is t hl~t, b1sed on t he hist ory of our 
rel a ti )r. s :1i1J with t he Sov iet U:~io n , we a re no t a b s olu t ely co <fident t ~ t 
t ha t the reducti o~ s pro ~o s ed wi l l a c t ual l y be ca r ~ied out. The d efe n se s ys t em 
i s- an i ns ur ,- ;nce policy. ou r n a t i ~.1al secu r i t y an c. th s..t of mo s t of the 
f r ee \.{6rld depends on co mpl i ;.: ~ce with such a START t rea ty. It is o :1 l y 
re ?.. ...; o ta ble and ur ~de:1 t t h~J.t ho t h s i des ..de 0l ov r=i e f e :1s~s~ s...vs t er:i s if 
. . ~ , D,..~ .~1d:E. ,.,,.,1--t~"' 1.s""t..L.,1.14':d:: M1u,1.e ··i. f!'..;r w,-r.H 
"t hey SJ de s ire.~~ • We f c..11 t ,J see "t n2.tJ\ a a.e r e .1 s 1 ve sys tem a ga1 r.s t 
':)al l ist ic mis s iles C-) uld po ss i bly bwx cJ -:s ti tute a t h :·eat • We do 
not under s t and wha t the So \•i et s fe a r i n a def e :1si ve s ys tern. 11 

At this point Ju r sJu rce we~t on bapkg r o ~nd. Ee s pecui ated th at 
;e r i, aps the Soviets fe a r e d t hn. t ri a def ens ive s ys t em migh t be used 
aga i ~s t wea pon s o :)he gro ~nd, alt hJ ugh t he Soviet sc i en ~i st s have told 
A:11e !'i cr.\.1s t '.'l e J are not v:o rri e d a b-:; u t th2.t. Ea ybe, s ug.i"e s ts our S8u rce, 
Go rbachev has a po l i dea l uroblem, beL1g s o f 2.r o:l t o:ya limb no w he ca:.-,not 
yield on SDI. Or □aybe he ~a :not re ?.lly ma :._ e-c1redu cti Jn s calle d for in 
t hese nes;ot i'.i. ti o :1s. The Ire'· rhetoric m~y ha ve " gotten out a hea d of re 2.lity, 
s ay s our ma n. ~e 

Ba ck o ~)the ~qrd_. Asked a bo .J. t t h e pro ble :!iS of ve :- i f i ca t i Jn , 
The Ad.d :al sai d t he a s yme try of ou r s o c ie t ies ma de i"t. v ery dif .t icult 
for us to de tect Sov i et wea:;,ons deve l o:;, ·-:ient. In t h ~U.S., of cJu r s e, 
t he pr e r: s~ wo ,;ld po ke a nd p rod , a Pr e 0i de,1t w.J .:ld i:1~ ist 0:1 livi ng 
u p t o ~x a Gre eme n ~s ar.d Co .16 re,s s co uld cons t an tly look ove r his s h Julder. 
;1, e don 't· have the s a me checks oithem. 

Poi~ de,t''t .; r S..;:. id ·~:1 ~-t the p re s i dent undc rs t o J d the 11 h iE. tori c 
pro :9orti -J;1s " of this meeti:1g and the acti o ,1 he ha d t aken, ~ "of 
·,,ihat Vi £- El on the t able." '"' 

'/ 11 ','ieii' e not goi ng t o g i v e up , 11 he de cl ::'.. red. "'de a re go i ng t o fi n d s o ~rie 
way to :prese rve SDI a nd sti ll h 'J.ve r edu ct i ::x:. s i n nu cl e a r we a _j m s. j3o th 
sides need to~ reflect on ,.,hat ha :.i 9e :1ed for a few days." The r e wa s 
very little acri :nony 0 :1 ei th s r side, c :m t inued Poinde&ter, which i s 
re aso :; for s o .e hope. But there i s no pro£:,pe ct no w of an y nea r term 
ipeet ing. 

Hugh Sidey, Ti me 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

J 
MEMORANDUM FOR ALTON G. KEE~ 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB ~ 

SUBJECT: Interpreters/Notetakers 

October 1, 1986 

In Geneva we had a real problem in notetaking in the 1-on-l's, 
with interpreters required to do both notetaking and 
interpreting. I strongly recommend that in Iceland we do not use 
simultaneous translation; otherwise notetaking becomes 
impossible. At any rate, we will have three translators there to 
insure that we have fresh talent for each session. Obviously, 
the best solution would be that a notetaker be present (in 
addition to the translator) at each session and that our note­
taker be Jack Matlock. 



un1tea ~rates 
Information 
,Agency 

Washington, O.C. 20547 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Summary 

The Honorable 
Donald Regan 
Chief of Staff 

October 3, 1986 

and Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, o.c. 20500 

Charles z~ Wick MLS ~ ~z.~ 

Office of the Director 

Reykjavik Meeting: Emerging Issues in West 
Europe 

West Europeans want the Reykjavik meeting to focus primarily on 
nuclear arms control and have targeted INF as the most promising 
area for forward movement. Positive movement forward on INF at 
Reykjavik may ~trengthen _Prime Minister Thatcher's position in the 
UK. British Labor Party leader Kinnock's anti-nuclear policy has 
drawn considerable coverage pro and con on the Continent. The 
French are increasingly sensitive to outside pressures on France's 
independent nuclear deterrent stemming from Britain's nuclear 
debate, a possible INF agreement, and po~sible superpower talks on 
limiting nuclear testing. The European press treats the 
congressional override of the President's veto on South African 
sanctions as a significant defeat for the President, but does not 
link it to the Reykjavik story. The Daniloff case is largely off 
the editorial pages -with no speculation for the moment on its 
residual effects on Reykjavik. The attached memorandum provides 
additional details. 

ENO SUMMARY 

Attachment: As stated 

USIA 
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October 3, 1986 

REYKJAVIK MEETING: EMERGING ISSUES IN WEST EUROPE 

Arms Control 

West Europeans expect and want the President and General Secretary 
Gorbachev to discuss primarily nuclear arms control in Reykjavik. 
Virtually all West European press speculation continues to target 
INF . as the most likely area for forward movement. However only 
news articles in the FRG on SRINF (Short Range Intermediate 
Nuclear Forces) have publicly raised the potential security 
ramifications of a possible future INF agreement.• 

There is some speculation that forward movement on INF resulting 
from the Reykjavik meeting would strengthen Prime Minister 
Thatcher's position in the UK. British Labor Party leader 
Kinnock's stand on nuclear arms draws considerable coverage pro 
and con on the Continent, divided editorially along ideological 
lines. 

There is growing concern in France that its own commitment to an 
independent nuclear force may come under future pressure from 
three outside sources: the growing domestic political nuclear 
debate in Britain, progress towards an INF agreement, u.s.-soviet 
talks on limiting nuclear testing. 

Regional Issues 

Congressional override of the President's veto on South African 
sanctions receives major play in Europe today, where it is being 
treated as a significant foreign policy defeat for the President. 
However, European coverage makes no linkage between the South 
African story and the Reykjavik story. There is no speculation 
that the President's reverse on South Africa will affect the 
Reykjavi~ meeting. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze's statement of Soviet 
interest in discussing Afghanistan at Reykjavik is widely reported 
without comment. 

The Daniloff Case 

On balance, Euroeean editorialists credit the Soviets with having 
bested the U.S. in the Daniloff affair, but continue to credit the 
President with recognizing the realistic need to deal with the 
Soviets and not allow the Daniloff case to prevent doing that. 
The conservative European press has been more concerned than the 
rest of the European press about the implications of what was 
generally regarded as the "trade-off" of an innocent American for 
a Soviet spy. There is no European press speculation for the 
moment, however, over whether the Daniloff affair will have any 
residual effects on the principals at Reykjavik. 

This report is based on a survey of senior USIS officers at the 
following European posts: London, Bonn, Paris, Rome, Geneva, The 
Hague, Brussels, US NATO, Copenhagen, and Oslo. 
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MEETING WITH ICELANDIC PRESIDENT VIGDIS FINNBOGADOTTIR AND 
PRIME MINISTER STEINGRIMUR HERMANNSSON 

Setting 

You will meet briefly with President Finnbogadottir, Prime 
Minister Hermannsson and Foreign Minister Mathiesen. All 
Icelandic participants speak English. 

Mrs. Finnbogadottir was elected to the largely ceremonial 
post of President in 1980 and was re-elected in 1984 without 
opposition. Prime Minister Hermannsson, a member of the 
Progressive Party, is the head of a center-right coalition 
that came into office following elections in 1983. New 
elections are scheduled to be held no later than the spring 
of 1987. Foreign Minister Mathiesen is a member of the 
senior coalition partner, the Independence Party. 

The government has turned around a long period of poor 
economic performance. Inflation has been brought down to a 
projected 10% this year from a high three years ago of 80%. 
Unemployment is negligible and real economic growth for this 
year is projected at 3.5%. 

Although there is a strong tradition of isolationism and 
support for a neutralist foreign policy, Icelandic support 
for NATO has strengthened in recent years. 

You will want to thank the Icelandic government for its many 
efforts to make the meetings a success. Other possible 
discussion topics include East-West relations and bilateral 
issues, such as the military cargo transport treaty, whaling 
and civil aviation. The Icelanders are not expected to 
pursue any substantive issues in detail during your courtesy 
call. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR DON GREG~A / 

FROM: TY COBB y ~ 

SUBJECT: Additional Language 

October 7, 1986 

Don, I have made some changes on the Vice President's speech and 
would suggest a paragraph be inserted along the following lines: 

"The President goes to Iceland demonstrating his commitment to 
solving problems in U.S./Soviet relationship. He will insist on 
engaging the Soviets on the entire range of issues on the U.S. 
agenda -- bilateral, regional and human rights concerns>as well 
as arms control. While we expect no agreements to be reached in 
Reykjavik, the President and General Secretary Gorbachev will 
identify those issues with reasonable prospects of solution and 
accelerate efforts to resolve them. We are hopeful that 
Mr. Gorbachev will be equally willing to lay the groundwork for a 
meaningful summit in Washington. 

The President's policy toward the Soviet Union -- based on 
realism, strength, and dialogue -- has created the potential for 
effective negotiations with the USSR. What the Soviets respect 
• II 
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BASED ON PAST PERFORMANCE, WE REALLY HAVE LITTLE REASON TO 

BELIEVE WE CAN TAKE THE SOVIETS AT THEIR WORD, So WE NEED TO 

VERIFY THE OUTCOME OF ANY AGREEMENT WITH OUR OWN EYES, OUR OWN 

INSTRUMENTS, AND TO CEMENT THE DEAL, WE MUST PRESS THE SOVIETS 

TO REVERSE THEIR AGE OLD, CLOSE SOVIET RESISTANCE TO ON-SITE 

INSPECTIONS, 

THE PRESIDENT TOMORROW WILL.BE GOING INTO THAT MEETING WITH 

HIS EYES OPEN, HE WILL BE LOOKING AT SOVIET ACTIONS, NOT WORDS, 
~T r_, &Ct:- /~~ tnaJP- . -

HE WILL .RE~RE PiR~RIFtc.ATION OF GENERAL SECRETARY 

GORBACHEV'S DESIRE TO BO BUSINESS, 1M~~v~ SC.,v,c:-r - l'(Mpc~i,v 

t'ei.~~. 

20 

,!. c l 'ft 6t fa f's$>~ o>J • 
~\JORK PIA .\ MiUHNGFU~ SUMf~ WHAT THE SOVIETS RESPECT IS 

STRENGTH, AND THE lr:fl REASON THEY'RE NEGOTIATING WITH us TODAY 

IS BECAUSE SIX YEARS AGO WE BEGAN TO REBUILD OUR DEFENSES, So 
WE'RE GOING TO REYKJAVIK IN A STRONG POSITIONJ WE'RE GOING WITH 

NO ILLUSIONSJ AND WE'RE GOING WITH A LEADER WHO IS ONE OF THE 

MOST POPULAR IN OUR HISTORY, 

You KNOW BARON VON ST.fJJBEN, THE PRUSSIAN GENERAL WHO SERVED 

UNDER WASHINGTON IN OUR REVOLUTIONARY WAR, SAID SOMETHING VERY 

INTERESTING ABOUT AMERICANS, 

.• . - - ·------·-··-- .. ·· .. .. _._-:_.:.:.:_ - --·-- - -- .. - - - - ~- - -·· . ... . - . ... -~---- c-



United States 
Information 
Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

October 1, 1986 

Mr. Tyrus w. Cobb 
Director of Soviet and 

West European Affairs· 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Michael D. Schneider~ 
Deputy Associate Dirt<c'tor 

for Programs 

Worldwide Public and Media Reaction 
To President's Announcement of 
Pre-Summit Meeting 

The President's announcement on Tuesday that a pre-summit 
meeting with Mr. Gorbachev would take place October 11-12 in 
Reykjavik drew overall positive comment from foreign publics 
and media. The attached briefing paper summarizes judgments 
from USIA posts overseas and foreign media commentary on the 
announced meeting. Major posts were surveyed in the five 
geographic regions for this report. 

Also attached for your information is a Media Reaction Special 
Report on foreign media response to the announcement. 

USIA 
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Summary: 

October 1, 1986 

WORLDWIOC RELIEF AND RENE\tED a=>TIMISM FOR IWROVED SlPERPO\tER 
RELATICl'-JS GREET ANNOUNCf.£NT CF REYKJAVIK f.£ETING 

Optimism and good wishes express the mood overseas in the wake of the announced 
Reykjavik meeting. The President is receiving credit for recognizing the need 
to deal with the Soviets and acting upon it. At the same time, Gorbachev's 
suggestion to meet in Reykjavik is seen as indicative of his serious commitment 
to arms control. Expectations center on making progress on nuclear arms 
control, especially INF. There is widespread relief that the Daniloff affair 
is over. Some European editorialists commented that the Daniloff-Zakharov cases 
went from being an "impediment to a summit" to being the "impetus" for one. 

End Summary 

Most people see the Reykjavik meeting as an unusual, but apparently necessary 
step toward making progress on arms control, which they see as the preeminent 
US-Soviet issue. However, there is no expectation that the meeting in Iceland 
is intended by either side to replace a Surrmit in the U.S. later this year. 

In West Europe, attention is riveted on the possibility for movement on Inter­
mediate Nuclear Forces (INF). In Israel and Egypt, there is concern that the 
Soviets will press for an expanded role in the Middle East. In East Asia, 
Latin America and Africa, Reykjavik is viewed as a possible harbinger for an 
easing in East-West tensions that will benefit trade and economic development. 
The Japanese are also concerned with how the Iceland meeting will affect 
chances for a Nakasone/Gorbachev meeting in January. 

World Press Review: 

The U.S.-Soviet announcement of a pre-sunvnit meeting in Reykjavik was received 
with surprise and generally favorable early treatment in the world press. 
Initial editorials and commentaries, mostly from Western Europe, largely agreed 
that the overriding desire by both sides for a summit brought an end to the 
Daniloff-Zakharov cases. They said that the cases, which at first were an 
"impediment to a summit, in the end became the impetus." To some papers, the 
announcement of "this unusual meeting" was "astonishing," because "suddenly, 
both sides appeared to be flexible." 

The meeting was welcomed in the West European press with widespread optimism 
for arms control agreements, especially in the reduction of intermediate range 
missiles. Most papers did not think Reykjavik will produce any final 
agreements, but would open the way for them in Washington. Many saw a 
determination by both sides to work towards arms control agreements. 

Around the rest of the world, first-day commentary on Reykjavik was rare, except 
in East Asia. The examined papers welcomed the meeting and expressed optimism · 
that improved u.s.-soviet relations would lead to arms control agreements. 

This briefing paper sunvnarizes judgements from USIS posts overseas and foreign 
media convnentary on the announced Rekjavik meeting. Major posts were surveyed 
in the five geographic regions for this report. 
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SPECIAL 
REPORT 
United States Information Agency 

Foreign Media 
Reaction 

Wednesday, October, 1, 1986 

PRE-SUMMIT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Summary 

The President's announcement of a meeting in Reykjavik with Mr. 
Gorbachev prompted expressions of surprise in world media, but 
at the same time writers judged the move to be a good sign that 
superpower relations were improving. 

London's conservative Times called the news •a momentous 
announcement that astonished the world .•. a triumph of the 
diplomatic art.• 

Paris-based Europe One radio suggested the meeting will •give a 
new elan to Soviet-u.s. negotiations.• 

Many correspondents saw a clear connection between the meeting 
and the Daniloff case. Bonn's conservative Die Welt said it 
was a •surprising result of the settlement of the Daniloff 
case.• In Seoul, independent Hankook Ilbo reported that •the 
preparatory meeting seemed to have stemmed from their consensus 
on the need for their wounds to heal from the Daniloff 
situation.• 

In fact, in the judgment of some foreign media writers, the 
Daniloff negotiations represented •questionable bargaining• 
which in the opinion of economic Les Echos of Paris led to the 
•almost indecent announcement--because of its rapidity.• 

Nevertheless, there was a strong feeling in the media that if 
the meeting of the two leaders came out of this crisis, it was 
a strong plus for the world. West Germany's TV Two commentator 
said that •we must take the meeting in Reykjavik as an attempt 
by the two superpowers to mend their damaged relations.• 

Along this line, Turin's centrist La Stampa held that •the most 
important fact is that, on the verge of a serious crisis or a 
stalemate in their relations, the two superpowers felt the need 
for a step forward.• 

In Hong Kong, the pro-Taiwan Oriental Daily remarked, •since 
the USSR has released Daniloff, the whole international 
situation is no longer so dangerous.• And a commentator for 
Tokyo's publicly financed NHK-TV maintained that the meeting 
•indicates u.s.-soviet enthusiasm toward achieving concrete 
agreement.• 



EUROPE 

BRITAIN 

"Gorbachev to Meet Reagan for 'Summit'" 

London headlines of October 1 read "Gorbachev to Meet Reagan 
for 'Summit' ••• Whitehall Sees INF Deal in Sight" (Times), 
"Reagan About-Turn Allows Mini-Summit ••• Reagan, Gorbachev Know 
Each Must Compromise in Iceland" (Guardian) and "Reagan, 
Gorbachev to Hold Pre-summit Meeting Next Week ••• Reagan About­
Turn Takes U.S. Experts by Surprise• (Financial Times). 

"A Momentous Announcement That Astonished the World" 

The conservative Times Washington correspondent Michael Binyon 
called yesterday's news of the Reagan-Gorbachev meeting •a 
momentous announcement that astonished the world •••• The U.S. 
Administration sees Soviet willingness to travel to a NATO 
country to speed up the preparations as indicative of Moscow's 
seriousness in wanting a productive and fully-prepared 
summit ••• • 

"President Reagan Too Easily Satisfied" 

The paper commented editorially, "A deal has been wrought which 
is a triumph of the diplomatic art. Its composers have every 
reason to congratulate themselves on the skill with which they 
have carried out their task. But the audience is still free to 
make up its own mind ••• 

•rt looks, in short, as if President Reagan has been too easily 
satisfied. The harmonious resolution to the summit squabbles-­
rehearsed forte in Moscow and Washington simultaneously--drowns 
an unpleasantly insistent theme related to Daniloff. 

"If Mr. Gorbachev's hostage-taking can win for him the summit 
of his choice and the release of his intelligence agent with so 
little sacrifice, he may just be tempted to try a variation in 
future.• 

"Reagan Backed Shultz, Certainly Alarmed Weinberger• 

The liberal Guardian Washington correspondent Michael White 
said, •rn a potentially historic switch the once-obdurate u.s. 
President has finally placed his authority behind his more 
conciliatory advisers, led by Secretary of State Shultz, and 
has almost certainly alarmed Defense Secretary Weinberger ••• • 
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•oaniloff Episode Became Impetus for summit• 

Ian Brodie reported from Washington for the conservative Daily 
Telegraph, •In the inevitable political scorecards drawn up 
over yesterday's dizzying turn of events, the United States 
finished slightly ahead, although innocent Americans in Moscow 
remain at risk any time a Soviet spy is arrested in the United 
States. 

•oddly, although the Daniloff episode was initially a stumbling 
block to a summit, in the end it became the impetus for the 
superpowers to get on with things ••• • 

•p1oy of Arresting a Journalist Achieved Moscow's Purpose• 

In the editorial opinion of the paper, •The fact is that few 
will be convinced by Mr. Reagan's emphasis upon having achieved 
the exchange of a spy for dissidents rather than for an 
American journalist ••• 

•what matters to the Soviet Union is that the ploy of arresting 
a journalist has accomplished its purpose, even if by a 
roundabout route ••• • 

•Reykjavik Unlikely to Produce Major New Agreements• 

The independent Financial Times asserted, •For at least two 
reasons, the forthcoming meeting in Reykjavik is unlikely to 
produce any major new agreement. 

•First, the time is very short to reach agreement, even in 
outline, on any of the most important issues; second, Mr. 
Reagan will be reluctant to give hostages to fortune, three 
weeks before the midterm elections in the United States, by 
putting his name to any compromises which could even be 
suspected of being too favorable to the Russians ••• • 

FRANCE 

•curtain Rising at Reykjavik• 

Antenne 2 TV's Washington correspondent Jacques Abouchar stated 
October 1, •rn Reykjavik, the two leaders will be on neutral 
ground without a specific agenda, but with the determination to 
reach concrete results on the thorny issue of arms control. 
Then and only then will the next step be prepared.• 
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•A New Elan to u.s.-USSR Relations• 

In the view of Europe One radio's Washington correspondent 
Jean-Pierre Joulin, •Gorbachev and Reagan will meet to give a 
new elan to Soviet-U.S. negotiations ... 

•Arms control in Europe will be a main issue. If the 
conversations are positive, the meeting will be followed by a 
summit in Washington. If it is not, they will postpone the 
summit. But we already know that there is mutual determination 
to agree.• 

•Reagan-Gorbachev Surprise Pre-Summit in Iceland• 

Parisian headlines included •surprise Meeting Between Two 
Leaders• (Tribune de l'Economie), •settlement of Daniloff 
Affair Opens Way to a Reagan-Gorbachev Summit• (Le Monde), 
•Reagan-Gorbachev Surprise Pre-Summit in Iceland' (Figaro), 
•The Big Swap• (Quotidien) and •price for a Summit• (Le Matin). 

•Questionable Bargaining Surrounded the Affair• 

An editorial in economic Les Echos commented, •oespite 
President Reagan's affirmation that the Soviets 'yielded,' the 
two countries indulged in an unglorious swap •••• 'National 
interest' won in the end ••• 

•will the U.S. President think about the bitterness of the 
families of American hostages in Lebanon which would have liked 
to see Washington display as much 'determination' to obtain 
their release as it did in the Daniloff case? 

•Questionable bargaining surrounded the affair, and the almost 
indecent announcement--because of its rapidity--of the meeting 
in Iceland also revealed a brutal and impudent Gorbachev. 

•Let's hope that President Reagan will remember this at the 
time of their surprising 'rediscovery.•• 

•Perhaps a Summit Is Priceless• 

Pro-Socialist Le Matin suggested in an editorial, •The event is 
important •••• It is out of the question to minimize the tete-a­
tete even though electoral motivations pushed Reagan to obtain 
the meeting at any price. 

•we cannot forget the regrettable bargaining preceeding the 
announcement. This did not improve the image of Gorbachev or 
Reagan ••• 
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•Reagan will have a hard time making people forget the very 
expensive price of his meeting with Gorbachev. But perhaps a 
summit is priceless.• 

WEST GERMANY 

•An Attempt to Mend Damaged Superpower Relations• 

TV Two's Washington 
Reagan-Shultz press 
question was raised 
loser of the game? 

correspondent Gerd Helbig reported on the 
conference September 30: •of course one 
at once: who is the winner and who the 
The question should be settled soon. 

•we must take the meeting in Reykjavik as an attempt by the two 
superpowers to mend their damaged relations. And it is a 
signal to the world public that both sides really want the 
summit. 

•President Reagan had always refused to accept a meeting with 
Gorbachev at a 'third' place. That he has agreed to Reykjavik 
indicates that the superpowers are preparing for a summit with 
substantial results ••• • 

•Hope for Success in Reykjavik• 

Typical FRG headlines October 1 were •Reagan and Gorbachev to 
Meet in Reykjavik October 11-12• (Frankfurter Allgemeine and 
others) and •Hope for success in Reykjavik ••• Gorbachev 
Initiated Idea of 'Preparatory Summit' (Die Welt). 

•surprising Result of Daniloff Settlement• 

According to conservative Die Welt of Bonn, the Reagan­
Gorbachev meeting •is one of the surprising results of the 
settlement of the Daniloff case •••• When he announced the 
meeting, Reagan insisted that this will merely be a meeting for 
preparing an eventual summit.• 

•Kohl to Contribute Suggestions• 

Bonn's independent General-Anzeiger noted, •chancellor Kohl 
intends to make 'full use' of President Reagan's suggestion 
that others contribute ideas for the summit. 

•Kohl wants to make sure that German interests, especially with 
a view to an INF agreement, will be taken into consideration.• 
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•soviet Recipe Proved Right• 

Conservative Frankfurter Allaemeine wondered, •The next summit 
in Washington is to be prece ed by a meeting in Reykjavik. Why 
that? Perhaps Reagan and Gorbachev are afraid that a big 
summit might fail and they want to make sure at a minor summit 
that there are prospects of success. 

•Perhaps they hope to make enough progress in Reykjavik for 
being in a position to impress the world with detailed 
agreements at a later meeting in Washington. 

•The Daniloff case was an obstacle on the road to the summit. 
The Soviets have removed it. However, they did not have to 
make a sacrifice. On the contrary: in view of indications 
that their spy Gennadi Zakharov will soon return to the USSR 
unscathed, their recipe has proved right again: arrest an 
American and exchange him for an important spy.• 

ITALY 

•The Hope That Came in From the Cold• 

Washington correspondent Vittorio Zuchoni judged October 1 in 
an editorial headlined as above in leftist, influential La 
Repubblica, •A meeting ••• which is not a formal summit butis 
not a postponement either. 

•Perhaps it will not produce public agreement but it will make 
it possible in the future. No defeat for anybody, but no 
victory either ••• 

•rt's a diplomatic blitz ••• which is certainly the easiest 
solution, at present, for Reagan and Gorbachev--both unable for 
domestic reasons to maintain their commitment to a formal 
summit in America this year ••• 

•The Soviet leader deserves credit for succeeding in having his 
offer for a pre-summit accepted •••• However, the American leader 
also deserves some credit for accepting it promptly. 

•Let's not forget that Reagan is not the one who must ask for 
strategic concessions from Gorbachev, but that the opposite is 
true, since the Americans are holding the best card--Star 
Wars ••• 

•For both Reagan and Gorbachev--the Great Communicator and the 
Great Persuader--the battle is one of vital importance ••• • 

USIA/P/M 6 10/1/86 



•superpowers Felt Need for Step Forward• 

The lead editorial in centrist La Stamra read, •The most 
important fact is that, on the verge o a serious crisis or a 
stalemate in their relations, the two superpowers felt the need 
for a step forward, even though one that might be reversed. 
Both Reagan and Gorbachev confirmed their willingness to reach 
some concrete agreement. 

•Reagan, in particular, does not want to conclude his Pres­
idency with only challenges as tests of strength ••• and 
Gorbachev is seeking more than ever an external relief which he 
needs for his domestic reforms ••• • 

IRELAND 

•Not the 'Real' Summit, but ••• • 

The liberal Irish Times commented October 1, •The diplomatic 
pushing and shoving of recent weeks assuredly has been 
vindicated. Extraneous distractions such as accusations of 
espionage have been tidied away, so that the matters of 
essential and critical concern to the relationship of the 
superpowers may be isolated. 

•soth Mr. Reagan and Mr. Shultz went out of their way to stress 
that the Icelandic encounter will be a curtain raiser and not 
the •real• summit, which the Americans hope will be held in the 
United States before the year is out, as originally planned. 

•aut, no matter how much logic is chopped, it will be hard to 
see this months occasion as anything other than a summit, 
albeit less formal than the subsequent production--which may be 
all to the good. 

•rt was a fair guess that the Russian stood to lose more in his 
own constituency than the American in his, if there was no 
summit. Hence, perhaps, the dramatic proposal of the Icelandic 
meeting, which conceivably could be designed to preempt the 
disapproval of eminent critics in the Politburo.• 

•Gorbachev Sees Reduction in U.S. Public Hostility• 

In a separate report from their Moscow correspondent, the 
paper said, •Mr. Gorbachev ••• sees a reduction in U.S. public 
hostility towards the Soviet Union and the consequent unwil­
lingness of Congress to fund new weapons systems as an effec­
tive way of controlling the arms race, possibly with as much 
significance as diplomatic agreements on curtailing nuclear 
weapons ••• • 
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BELGIUM 

"Reagan and Gorbachev in a Hurry• 

Typical headlines in Belgium October 1 were "A Summit Which Is 
Not Quite One• (La Libre Belgique), "Reagan and Gorbachev in a 
Hurry: Appointment in 10 Days• (Le Soir) and "Reykjavik Summit 
Crowns Diplomatic Stunt Work" (Het Belang van Limburg). 

"Reagan Has Landed on ais Feet Again" 

Conservative Catholic Gazet van Antwerpen commented, •rt must 
be said that President Reagan, following a somewhat hesitant 
start when he was pushed onto the defensive by Gorbachev, has 
finally landed on his feet again ••• 

"There will be a second meeting with Gorbachev ••• just in time 
for the results of the meeting to influence the November 4 
Congressional elections ••• 

"(But) it still remains to be seen whether the Reykjavik 
meeting will turn into ••• a clear success for Reagan.• 

SWITZERLAND 

"The Summit That Isn't" 

Swiss headlines October 1 included •superpower Rendezvous in 
Iceland" (Berner Zeitung), "Reykjavik Rendezvous; Meeting to . 
Prepare Next Summit in u.s.• (Le Matin) and "The Summit That 
Isn•t• (24 Heures). 

•Both Sides Have Blinked• 

On October 1, center-left Tages-Anzeiger reported, "The 
Reykjavik meeting shows both sides have blinked. 

"The United States has dropped its earlier demand for thorough 
preparations and a definite agenda as preconditions for a 
meeting, and the Soviets are no longer insisting on having an 
agreement all ready to sign. 

•This can be construed as acting with higher interests in mind.• 
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•u.s.-USSR Happy Ending Looks Like an American Defeat• 

Middle-of-the-road Le Matin held October 1, "With Nicholas 
Daniloff back in Washington and Gennadi zakharov in Moscow, the 
American-Soviet happy ending begins to look like an American 
defeat ••• • 

AUSTRIA 

"Green Light for the Summit" 

Under the above headline, Vienna's independent Die Presse 
October 1 carried this front-page byliner's comment, "The 
chances of success in Reykjavik are very good ••• • 

"New Ground" 

Under the headline "New Ground,• Socialist Party Neue AZ's 
forei~n editor wrote October 1, "Indications are that, in cold 
Iceland, not only ice will be broken ••• but one will also break 
new ground ••. 

"Moscow's heavy barrage for disarmament has broken Washington's 
resistance. But also Reagan's worries about his future 
position in history textbooks play a role. 

•rt sounds paradoxical, but if everything goes well, this 
champion of the cold war 'par excellence' might go down in 
history as the president who brought peace. This will be all 
right with us." 

DENMARK 

"The Pieces Are Falling Into Place• 

In its October 1 editorial, left-of-center Politiken commented, 
"The pieces are falling into place. President Reagan and 
General Secretary Gorbachev are going to hold the summit which 
for six months ••• has been the subject of a gigantic political 
game between the United States and the soviet Union ••• 

"The outcome of the matter points to the fact that both sides 
want developments that may lead to new agreements ••• • 

"A Good Sign for Improved East-West Relations• 

Social Democratic Aktuelt reported October 1, •rt is a good 
sign for the efforts to improve East-West relations that the 
two superpower leaders have now agreed to meet in Reykjavik ••• • 
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FINLAND 

•oaniloff Case Turned From a Lock Into a Key• 

Washington correspondent Matti Verkkola filed in leading 
independent Helsingin Sanomat October 1, •In an instant, 'the 
Daniloff case' turned from a lock into a key ••• • 

•Explanation for Gorbachev's Hurry to Meet With Reagan• 

The paper's Moscow correspondent judged October 1, •The 
simplest explanation for Gorbachev's hurry to meet with Reagan 
is that a concrete arms control agreement, most likely on the 
reduction of INF in Europe, is almost ready but that a 
principal question still remains unsolved so that the leaders 
need to meet personally ••• • 

SOVIET UNION 

•Gorbachev to Meet Reagan in Reykjavik• 

Moscow TASS reported October 1, •The press informs Soviet 
readers that, under an accord reached, General Secretary 
Gorbachev and U.S. President Reagan will meet in the city of 
Reykjavik, Iceland, on October 11-12, 1986. 

•The proposal on the meeting was made by Gorbachev and accepted 
by Reagan. The meeting is held within the framework of 
preparations for Gorbachev's visit to the United States on 
which the sides agreed in Geneva ••• • 

HUNGARY 

•Evidence That Dialogue Is Continuing• 

According to a comment in Budapest radio September 30, the 
Reagan-Gorbachev meeting in Iceland •is evidence that the 
dialogue that started in Geneva is continuing. 

•The two governments, therefore, have managed to overcome a 
considerable number of the obstacles which cast such a big 
shadow over the two countries that they were close to becoming 
a direct threat to the meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev ••• • 
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EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC 

JAPAN 

"Meeting to Discuss Nuclear Disarmament• 

Among headlines in Tokyo on October 1 were "Preparatory Meeting 
to Discuss Nuclear Disarmament• (Yomiuri) and "Iceland Meeting 
to Boil Down Summit Issues• (Asahi). 

"Completely Unexpected" 

Moderate Yomiuri said, "The summit preparatory meeting in 
Reykjavik was completely unexpected. 

"Both the Unite~ States and the Soviet Union are saying that 
the Iceland meeting will be held to prepare for summit talks 
scheduled in Washington at the end of 1986, but both sides did 
not disclose the date of the summit. 

"The Iceland meeting indicates that problems still remain 
before both countries can sign an agreement on disarmament and 
other issues at the summit talks in the United States.• 

"We Welcome This Step• 

An editorial in the paper held, "No agenda has been announced 
for the Reykjavik meeting •••• In this sense, the upcoming 
meeting will not be a summit to reach a substantive agreement 
on improving East-West relations which is our earnest desire. 

"But we would like to welcome the step taken by the United 
States and the Soviet Union toward this goal ••• • 

"Foreign Ministry Taking Cautious Stand" 

Liberal Mainichi's Moscow correspondent reported, "The Iceland 
meeting is separate from the u.s.-soviet summit talks expected 
to be held this year in Washington. 

"According to TASS, the President accepted General Secretary 
Gorbachev's proposal to prepare for the Washington talks. 

"Because of the unusual nature of preparatory talks between top 
leaders, the Foreign Ministry is taking a cautious stand on 
prejudging the future course of u.s.-soviet relations ••• • 
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"Meeting Greatly Welcomed" 

The paper declared in an editorial "The meeting is greatly 
welcomed as it was finally realized following postponement of 
full-scale talks in July due to the U.S. bombing of Libya. 

"We hope that the Iceland talks will be fruitful in substance." 

"Focus on INF Negotiations" 

Washington correspondent Shimada wrote in liberal Asahi that 
"Secretary Shultz characterized the Reykjavik talks as a 
preparatory meeting to invite General Secretary Gorbachev to 
the United States. 

"In addition to discussing the next Washington talks, the 
Iceland meeting will focus on the INF negotiations as they have 
the strongest possibility of producing agreements. 

"Other subjects expected to be discuss are human rights, 
bilateral problems and regional conflicts.• 

"Iceland Most Suited for Meeting• 

A commentator for publicly financed NHK-TV asserted, "Iceland 
is most suited for the Reagan-Gorbachev meeting as it is a 
neutral country. 

"The Iceland meeting indicates u.s.-soviet enthusiasm toward 
achieving concrete agreement at the summit and raises tne 
possibility of a formal summit this year." 

SOUTH KOREA 

"Meeting to Heal Wounds" 

Independent Hankook Ilbo Washington correspondent Kim Byung-moo 
reported, "The agreement oetween President Reagan and Gorbachev 
for a preparatory meeting seemed to have stemmed from their 
consensus on the need for their wounds to heal from the 
Daniloff situation •••• 

"The Soviet proposal for the preparatory meeting seems to aim 
at gaining compromises from President Reagan by burdening the 
President with the proposal.• 
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•special Push for Geneva Talks• 

Conservative Chosun Ilbo commented that •although President 
Reagan tries to play down the meaning of the Reykjavik meeting 
as a preparatory one, it can be termed a summit in a 
substantial sense especially in that it would improve the 
general milieu of the u.s.-soviet relationship ..• 

•The meeting would a_lso give a special push to the Geneva 
disarmament talks.• 

•contradictory Justifications• 

Government-dominated Seoul Shinmun's Washington correspondent 
Lee Chung-yon wrote that *although the U.S. side claims that 
Daniloff returned home as an 'innocent citizen' the Soviet side 
said the Daniloff was expelled and Zakharov was released ••. 

•contradictary justifications have accompanied previous 
u.s.-soviet negotiations •••• However, the u.s.-soviet 'spying 
happening' led to the productive results of a face-to-face 
meeting between President Reagan and Gorbachev •••• 

•shultz and Shevardnadze demonstrated that the basic 
relationship between the two superpowers should not and cannot 
vacillate through their long negotiations.• 

•Need for Unprecedented Type of Meeting• 

Washington correspondent Chang Doo-sung wrote in independent 
Joongang Ilbo that •having reviewed the atmosphere which 
surfaced during the resolution of the Daniloff incident, the 
two nations' leaders found a need for an unprecedented type of 
a summit meeting. 

•Each nation's stand toward disarmament approached the other's 
considerably •••• We interpret the mutual approach as having 
resulted from the consensus reached by President Reagan and 
Gorbachev on the need to improve their relationship.• 

•working-Level Meeting• 

Government-dominated Kyunghyang Shinmun had this report from 
Washington correspondent Yoon Koo: 1 Although President Reagan 
defined the Reykjavik meeting as not being a summit, the Oct. 
11 event still is ••• 
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•aut, as Secretary Shultz described, the meeting will be a 
working-level one •..• Secretary Shultz predicted that all 
problems of bilateral concern ranging from disarmament, and 
regional dispute to human rights problems will be discussed. 

•aut, if consensus is reached on some issue during the summit, 
the leaders cannot exceed the boundary of the reduction of 
medium-range missiles, a construction of a center for 
preventing accidental danger and ban on the proliferation of 
chemical weapons.• 

HONG KONG 

Simultaneous Announcement 

Typical headlines on October 1 included •spy Deal Clears Way 
for summit• (independent south China Morning Post), •u.s. and 
USSR Simultaneouly Announce Reagan Will Meet Gorbachev in 
Middle of Month• (PRC-owned Wen Wei Po) and •u.s.-soviet Spy 
Case Resolved, Reagan-Gorbachev Iceland Meeting in October• 
(pro-Taiwan Oriental Daily). 

•rnternational Situation No Longer so Dangerous• 

A columnist for pro-Taiwan Oriental Daily remarked, •since the 
USSR has released Daniloff, the whole international situation 
is no longer so dangerous. The U.S. and soviet leaders can use 
this second summit to negotiate important global issues. 

•rt is believed that both sides will make mutual concessions . 
after some bargaining, in order to solve certain problems.• 

•u.s. Trying to Prevent Negative Public Opinion• 

The independent Hong Kong Economic Journal's international 
affairs writer observed: •The United States said that the 
'spy-reporter exchange' is not related to the upcoming meeting 
between the leaders. Obviously, the United States is trying to 
prevent any negative public opinion concerning this 
behind-the-scene transaction ••• 

•However, if the American people and the Congressmen ponder 
this matter, how can they be happy over the use of a reporter 
in such an exchange? Unless Daniloff is also a spy, working 
for the CIA--that would be another matter.• · 
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MIDDLE EAST 

ISRAEL 

•Jewish Organizations Plan Iceland Protest Against USSR• 

Israeli Radio reported today, •Jewish organizations and Aliya 
activists are standing by to travel to Iceland to stage protest 
demonstrations against Soviet policies regarding the Jews •.. • 

•correspondents Reacted Cynically• 

Middle-of-the-road Maariv's Washington correspondent Ofra 
Yeshua-Lyth wrote: •correspondents reacted cynically to the 
White House statement that the Reykjavik encounter would not be 
a 'summit' but a 'meeting' to prepare the ground for a summit . 
later this year in the United States. 

•The President's critics noted yesterday that he broke his 
repeated promises that the next summit would be held in the 
United States after the mid-term elections ••• • 

SYRIA 

Headline Treatment 

These were October 1 headlines in Damascus' Government­
supported dailies •Gorbachev and Reagan Agree to Hold a summit 
in Iceland• (Tishrin) and •American-soviet summit October 11 in 
Iceland• (al-Thawra}. 

SOUTH ASIA 

INDIA 

U.S., USSR Can Now Proceed With Issues of Vital Concern 

The independent Times of India had this editorial view October 
1, •with the release of Daniloff, the Americans and the 
Russians can once again conduct their business on issues of 
vital concern to them in a spirit of equanimity ••• • 
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The paper also suggested that, in their talks in Reykjavik, the 
two leaders "might wish to reflect on what is perhaps the most 
significant lesson of tne Daniloff affair: the important role 
that the Western media have steadily assumed not just as 
reporters of public affairs, but, increasingly, as arbiters in 
relations between nations." 

LATIN AMERICA 

BRAZIL 

"Gorbachev Asks, Reagan Accepts Meeting" 

These were front-page headlines October 1 "Gorbachev Asks, 
Reagan Accepts Meeting" (0 Estado de Sao Paulo), "Reagan and 
Gorbachev Will Meet October 11 1n Iceland ••• Reagan and 
Gorbachev May Reach Arms Accord" (Folha de Sao Paulo) and 
"Reagan Frees Zakharov and Will Meet With Gorbachev the 11th" 
(Rio de Janeiro's Jornal do Brasil). 

"Reagan Took Best Possible Advantage of Gorbachev's Idea" 

New York correspondent Paulo Francis wrote in liberal Folha de 
Sao Paulo, "It does not matter that Gorbachev suggested the 
preparatory meeting. 

"Reagan took from the idea the best possible advantage, both at 
home and abroad. The timing gives the Republican candidates in 
Congress the opportunity of capitalizing on the Great Pacifier, 
Ronald Reagan, absolute master of politics in the United States 
since 1980 ••• " 
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