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PRESIDENTIAL RADIO TALK: 

My fellow Americans: 

(Robinson/ARD) 
December 3, 1987 
6: 00 p.m. 

' ,.. . ,-
i~ •: ,_ ~ I : : f_ • ~ -

UPCOMINq_. $~I.Y:i ~~'tI~G AND BUDGET 
SATURDAY-,- ' OECEMi3ER 5 , 19 8 7 

In a moment I'd like to discuss the 

coming summit meeting between myself and General Secretary 

Gorbachev. But first, let me tell you about a pressing domestic 

matter, the recent budget agreement between our Administration 

and congressional leaders that will soon go before the full 

Congress for a vote. 

As I've said since I announced it 2 weeks ago, this budget 

agreement is not perfect. But it happens to be both adequate 

and the best we were able to get. The agreement will cut the 

Federal deficit by some $76 billion over the next 2 years and 

will put a cap on spending for fiscal year 1989. That's a 

considerable achievement -- and one that reassures the financial 

markets about the determination and willingness of your leaders I 

here in Washington to get the budget process back under control. 

It's important to keep in mind that this agreement preserves , 

our national security and protects vital domestic programs, such 

as air safety. But perhaps the best aspect of the entire budget 

agreement is what it doesn't do. You see, it doesn't impose any 

new across-the-board taxes, and that means it doesn't touch 

marginal income tax rates, the very heart and soul of economic 

incentives. So, our tax reforms of 1981 and 1986 will remain in 

effect, and your income tax rates will stay low -- and in some 

cases, drop even lower with the beginning of the new year. 
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What does this mean for the economy as a whole? The answer 

lies in one word: Growth. After all, it was in 1982, after our 

Administration's first tax rate cuts had gone into effect, that 

today's economic expansion began. The current budget agreement 

will protect your low tax rates -- and keep our economy growing 

strong. So I urge you to join me in asking Congress to vote 

"yes" on this budget agreement with all due speed. 

Let me turn now to the summit meeting. 

The agenda for talks between myself and Mr. Gorbachev will 

be determined by the four-part agenda for U.S.-Soviet relations 

that our Administration has always insisted on: Human rights; 

bilateral relations, in particular, people-to-people contacts; 

regional conflicts; and arms reductions. I have spoken of this 

four-part agenda before. But it seems to me that -- especially 

now -- it needs to be restated. 

On human rights, yes, we have seen the Soviet Union release 

some political prisoners. But thousands more remain in prison 

and political, religious, and economic oppression remains a 

solemn concern of the United States. So I will raise human 

rights forcefully during our meetings and it is one of my 

deepest hopes that during this, his first visit to America, 

Mr. Gorbachev will have an opportunity to sense something of the 

dignity and power of human liberty. 

People-to-people contacts between our two countries have 

already been expanded. But I will ask Mr. Gorbachev: Why not 

more? Why should the people of America and the Soviet Union not 
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travel as freely to each others' countries as do, for example, 

the people of America and Western Europe? 

On regional conflicts, the peoples of Nicaragua, 

Afghanistan, Angola, and Cambodia are entitled to free, 

independent, and democratically-chosen governments. And I will 

make it unmistakably clear that we view the freedom and 

independence of Nicaragua -- a country on our very continent 

as vital to our own national security. Regarding Afghanistan, 

the Soviets assure us of their intention to get out. Well, we 

will ask them to set a date certain for their withdrawal and talk 

to the freedom fighters. And I will assure Mr. Gorbachev that 

the United States will do all it can to help speed a Soviet 

withdrawal. 

On arms reductions, Mr. Gorbachev and I will be able to 

celebrate a joint achievement, the signing of a treaty completely 

eliminating an entire class of American and Soviet 

intermediate-range nuclear missiles. You'll be hearing much 

about the details of this treaty in coming days. For now, permit 

me to say only that it represents a good bargain, one that 

completely meets the longstanding goals of the U.S. and our 

Allies, and advances the interests of peace. 

And this brings me to the final thought I'd like to share. 

Yes, deep, fundamental differences separate us from the 

Soviets -- differences that center upon our own belief in God and 

human freedom, differences that we cannot compromise. Yet as we 

Americans strive to spread freedom through the world, we must 

also recognize our obligation to ensure the peace; in particular, 



- 4 -

to search for areas where America and the Soviet Union can act 

together to reduce the risk of war. This summit meeting and 

treaty represent just that -- steps taken together to ensure the 

peace. 

Until next week, thanks for listening and God bless you. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR F-RIT~ ERMARTH 
PETER RODMAN 
JOHN HERBST 
STEVE STEINER 
LISA JAMESON 
JUDYT MANDEL ,. 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TYRUS w. COBB ' ·1-
Possible Summit Material 

Attached are materials from Al Weeks I mentioned. Quote looks 
real good, but not sure there is time to get it into the 
packages. 

Steve, you should be able to make hay on this. 

Attachment: 2 Dec Ltr fr Weeks 
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LTC Tyrus W. Cobb 

The White House 

ashington 

Dear Ty: 

ALBERT L. WEEKS 
37 WASHINGTON SQUARE WEST 

NEW YORK. NY 10011 

2 December 1987 

Something very important - something that could be used 

during the summit. 

Had you ever heard of Lenin's conversation with Krupskaya 

around 1918 or so about Soviet development - actually 0 invention° -

of various military means to P.nsure air-tight defense of the Soviet 

homeland (presumably, defense from air, ground or sea attack)? 

This was before thermonuclear weapons and rocket launchers, 

to be sure. But it seems possible - or at least it's worth asking members 

of the Gorbachev Team, if not Mikhail Sergeye v..ich himself - that 

successors to Lenin ever s ince have been trying to develop such an 

a~l-sided defense. In any case, we know the Soviets have been working 

overtime en their own Star Wars (see Special Collection about 11? ed 

to have ccrresponding defense for each offensive weapon that is developed, 

and many other quotes about matching offense/defense in Soviet military 

literature itself). 

Attached is the Russian version of Lenin's remarks to Krupskaya 
, 

(never quoted, to my knowledge, in Sovtet military literature, although 

one or two other Krupskaya-sources Lenin remarks have been); the xerox 

was made directly from the Soviet volume, N. K. Krupskaya, 0 Lenine 

Sbornik Stat'ei, Gosizdat, Moskva, 1960 (pages are indicated on 

xerox). Arrows indicate relevant passages. 
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':ry, Your Girl Friday explained why, understandably, you had 

to cancel your much-expected talk to mv large Spotlight on World 

Crisis NYU group Dec. 1. But she said, after talking to you, 

that we could sairely work something out for Spring Term. 

The class is always held TUESDAY NOONS, and the Term begins early 

February. In January, I'll be in touch wi th y our office to work 

out your appearance - which, as I said, is much anticipated! 

Hope the enclosed material is helpful; you might let me know 

how it is exploited - as I hope it will be. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Albert L. Weeks 

2-/2--- 1/' ?S--!l/-l/3 

1 

P.S. Incidentally, I had my publisher, Perganon-Brassey's International 

Defense Publishers hand-deliver a copy of my compendium 

of Soviet quotes to The Whi t: e House Library. Hope you know 

about it and have examined it. Ty, my "military se&tion'' 

is extra long and extra researched, and, too, might prove 

useful to you at this time. 
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H('_~. :110 1..0 Mil<' :rnme.'I OAJ1H crnpLifr pa6o•wii - Py.;:i.a,wu, 
npm.•xc11111mi'1 ao ,!\e.'JaM 11a J\y36acca, Ha Ilpouo11henc1rn. B HO-e rom,1 
011 pa6oTaJI n ITurepe aa HeRci.oii aacraeoii, 0LJJJ 6.:x1131,1rn rooa
pnu\eM EauymKJma, 0]tllll~l ll3 coaeaTeJlhHLJX, ai.TIJlllleiinrnx 
pa6otJUX Toro speMCIIII. OH 6bJJJ M0ilM y'feHIIIWlll 110 ne•iepneii 
uocr.pecnoii rui..o.TJe. Mu c n1n,1 He n11Aa.111c1> 40 neT. Ilpnexau 

. n Moc1my, OH aamr.'1 1w JIIHe. M1>1 o6a oqe111> na110.nH0Ham1ch. 
Cnema, paeci;aa1,rna.'1 011 cnoJO muanh, i..aK CUAe,TI e TJopr.Me, i.ait 
61,111 H ccum,e. _nali ocrn11cn R C11611 pu noc..i1e mIToro roAa. «CLI11 -
11Hil\011Cp, ,!lO 'lb ny3 HOll'JaeT,- ronop1rn OH,- nee MU ,w~utyHlt
CTM>>. A JJoror.i, no:111ym'. 1,, c,..aaa:i: <1Bce, o qeM 1111,1 rorAa ronop11n11, 
IICn0.lJHRCTCSI Teneph>). Ooa llJ,J Tat. BOJJHOna.11nch, CjTO on aa61,in 
CttaaaTb l\lHC C.8011 l\]\Jll'C. 

,Aa, MLJ, cTapmm, 110-oco60My nepemnnaeM uanm ;t0CTlliKeHnn. 
~:ho , ocouoe tJYRCTDO - nu~eTb OCYU\CCTBJieBne B mnuou, IWHKper
noii ~IOJ)Me Toro, o qe.111 AY1118JI, aa 'JTO 6opo.11c11 JlO:'frue ro,nLI. Y na
mero no,wnemrn, y rcx, n10 6Jiua1w aua.TI Jleeuua, ·.pa6oran c HUM, 
1( qyncTny pa.;locru npnMemunaercSJ 11yacrno ocrporo co,ua.:xemrn, 
'JT0 He llll~IIT noro 11JIJ,ll4, 'ITO pauo cropeJI OR.. ' 

He Mor He cropeTL. HanpmKeHRO nee npeMa pa6oTana ero 
M1,1cnb. 11omuo, noma cra.'ta Ha.!l;BBraTLCR aoc.JJe~H.fl.R, no.ry6iiuma.R 
ero 6oneanh, 11pa1111 11ncra1rna1m ua c1·poro111 pemu.Me, nene1111 
neil(aTh ARa qaca aor.;ie o6ep;a. Hm,1111 pemm.1y • nop;11m1.Rncn, 
110 0THOC-IIJICfl K Tpcfionanmo apatteii CKeUTll'lec1m: «He M_O
ryT 01111 C,t\CJl.tTJ, Tan, qroii1,1 SJ Re AYllHlJI»,- CKa3aJJ OH l<aK-TO. 
11 AeiicTnllTem,Ho, .ncma II nocrem1, ua npory;rne, uo npe11rn paa-
1 onopon ua npocrLie mureiic,me TeMLI oa neycrauuo AYllfaJJ o ro111 

52 
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11l•.'1e, 1wropo111y OTAlUI BeJO CDOlO )J<H31IL, nee cnou enJi bl , ~am).lyio . 
1,: 1111yry cnoeii '1maBJa:. 

U:1Ln'l mo6mr Ha npory;max roBopnTI, o TOM, •no ero aau m,ia :10, 
IIO.'!llOBaJIO n AaHHYIO MnnyTy. Y Hae B 6LITY (',.lIO;I-.IJ,i(JCb mm-TO 
Jilli, 'ITO D )l;llll ero pOinP,0Hll1I llbI yxo.n.nJin e HllM 1,yj~a-H116y/.l,b 
110.n.aJibllle n .rrec n Ha npory.!IKe oa ronoprm o TOM, ttTo ero oco
t'ir1rno aamrna:i:o n ,n;auu1,rii MOllleHT. BeceHnnix B03AYX, Ha111mam-
111,nii uynmr1,e11 Jiec, paa6yxnrne uoq1-m - nee :no coa:i;a1rn .10 ocoGoc 
naerpoeHue, ycTpe111:i:1J.rro MLIC.lib nnepep;, a 6y,n;yn.\Ce xore.TJOC: h 
:iarJrnnyn.. OcraJICJI B naM.IITII oµ,un ra1..oii paaronop n noenep;n ne 
rop;LI ero amauu. 

Bee anaIOT, i-a1<oe rpo11Ja)l;Hoe aHa11enne npn,nanaJI JleHH!l 
uay1,e. Bee nmrnnr pe'IL B,11ap;m.mpa Mm,1Prn Ha II I ·Bce poce:1 ;·1-
r.Ko111 e1>ea;1;e ConeroB, r.n.e OH ro»opmr: «PaHLIIIe nec1, r,e.1Jone•1c
C1CH H y111, Beeb ero reui:ri1 TDOpUJI TOJi bl-0 ,n;:111 TOfO, qJQOl,l J~:\TI, 
"AHH ,. BCl 5:rara rexiimm n Ky.TJ:LTyp1,1, a .n.pyrux .:num,u c;1Moro 
11co6xo,D,nlloro....,.. upocBe~eHn.11 n paasnru.11. Tenep1, ;ne ece •1y,n;eca 
rcxHui-11, nee aaBoenamrn 1<yJI1,ryp1,1 ernuyr 06~e.napop;111,1M .n.o
CTO.IIH!leM, n OTHLIHe mmor,n;a qenone-.i:ec1mii yM 11 re1rnfi He 6yµ.yT 
01ipall.\eHM B epe,n;cTBa naemm.11, B epeAeTBa :mcn:ryaTau1m» 1. 3To 
OTHocn:roc1, K namen . CTpane CoBeTOB. BypiHyaan11 RanuTa.irneT1-1-
•1ec1mx CTpaH qeM AaJibllle, TeAf 60Jibme eTannT )l;OCTUiRemrn nayirn 
If TeXHUHll ua c.11ym6y CBOH¥ HMuepna:mcrnqecmIJ11 ~eJJ .Rlll. Ham
noe HOBOe uao6peTeHne OBa eTapaeTC.II IICUOJib30B8Tb ~;,in Toro, 
'JT06LJ TJ HOBt_IO rpa6nTeJILeI<YIO BOiiHy, 0 l<OTopoii ona eTpaUJno 
Me11Tana, c)l;eJJaTb e~e 6oJiee neTpe6nTe.m,noii, 'leM 61,ma noc,11eµ.mrn 
J.rnposa.11 mmepnaJIHCTH~ec:Kan noiiua, npenpanITL 3TY non~ 
11crpe6nT~b1ii yparan .. i · ~ -

qro61,1 aa~IITIITb eamy Poµ.nHy, namy CTpany CoeeTOB OT 
nana,n;euua, HallI npHXOAilJIOCb yemieRHO rOTOBUTbe.lI K o6opono. 
Ha CJiym6y o6opoHe na.n.o 6LIJIO eTaBUTb Bee p;oeTII)J,8HII.II uay,rn 
11 Texun:Ku. TaK n AeJiaJia aama cTpaua e~e npn Jle&nne. Ta K 
AenaeT oua ceii11ac uop; pyKoBop;cTBOM napTnn. CTpaua Hama roTOBa 
I( o6opone. ToJibKO no6e~a C~I(JlaJID3M8 BO BCeM ~mpe IIOJIO)IUIY::7 
l<OHCI{ Me'ITaHII.IIM O HOBOH BOJIHe. " 

H nor MHe BCUOMHHaere.11 paaronop c M.111,uqeM na ary TeMy 
eo npeMa nporyJrnn B op;nu na ,n;neii ero pmRAenn.11. Cua-.i:ana 011 
ronopnJI o paaHlJX Teny~11x p;enax, uo lior.n.a MbI rny6if<e aamJrn 
11 JI('e, Oll 381\fOJI'laJI, a DOTOM CTaJI ronopIITL - n CB.11311 C 0,IIIUIM 
1rno6pereune111 - o TOM I<at< H n nao6 <'TeHH.II · n 06.nacTn 
H T<'XHmm c.n.eJiaJOT o6opouy uameii 

1 B. 11. Jle11u11, Co11., T. 26, cTp. 436. 

sa 
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e1me ·irn n . aneT n a1110>KR1>I11I OTOM paaronop 
ncpcrueJi: na Tc111y o TO!\I, 'ITO, nor,u.a BJiaCTI, n py1mx 6ypmyaauu, 

·~<>Ha uanpp. JI.IJ0T ee na yrHeTel'!ne T~AJlllXH26ff, "!'l'O, I,or,u.a BJiaCTL 
D py1,ax C08llUTCJibHOf0° OpraRH30DaHHOrO npo:IeTapilaTa, O~npa
DlfT ec Ha YHH'ITOiheHne BC.RnOII _3nCmryaTa~nn, IIO.'IOiI<llT KOH01\ 

:;-urnimit noiinaM. lIJibil'I ron~prrJI nceTIIme n rnrue, IIO'ITH men5-
TOM, 1:a1c y nl!to-OLI~a:'Io, norii;a OH ronop1r:r1 o cnorrx 111e11Tax, 
0 CIUtOlll aaneTIJOM. I3eCh aTOT paaronop C03BY'lCil C 06~mm IlbICRa-
31,InaHnsn.m HJ11>1111a. Ho o6n,r:(HO yffiacno, 'ITO ne cTeHorpaqin11e
c1<an y MCIHI 1181\fHTb. 

3a ro,u.1,1, npome;i;mne co npellieHIJ aToro paaroBopa, 6Jiaro)l;ap r 
IlOJIUTlll(e namcii napTim MLI CTamI CTpanoii TCXHff'ICCim 111011\HOii. 

Mb! 311301\f, Ran BbJROBbIDaJiaCb 38 3TH fO)J;LI CUJI01I0HBOCTL 
TPY)l;RlI_\HXCfl nameii crpaHLJ, BbIRODbIB8JI8Cb nx C03HaTCJibHOC'T!., 
ux 6oecnoco6nocTL. 

M1,1 anaeM poJIL H.rr1,n11.a no nceif Toii c0Bpe~1cnnofi pa6oTe, 
r:C1Topa.1I n,n.cT cei111ac n nameii cTpaae. ,l].aJI on 1,pem:y10 aap11)];1cy 
na l'tmome 11 11morne rOALI, 

1035 r. <<llpao;uu N, 111, 22 anpem1 1935 r. 

M N qCII( ◄•♦♦ ¢ C-fl-> ¥4:= +=; C SC 4 4 paw; C ·• ~ P -· $. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20506 

8889 

ACTION December 3, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: FRITZ W. ERMARTH~ 

SUBJECT: Press Guidance on Kryuchkov 

The presence of Kryuchkov on the Soviet advance team and in the 
official summit delegation has not yet appeared in the media to 
my knowledge. We need to preposition some press guidance for 
when it does. I would recommend actually preempting the story 
with a low-key reference to his presence, in the context of 
routine comment on the progress of advance work. Barry Kelly 
would recommend waiting until press interest appears. John Lewis / 
recommends giving the Soviets prior notice of any public V 
statemept,_which I think we should. 

The troublesome questions will be: What's he doing here? Why 
and how did we approve his entry? What are we doing to prevent 
his conducting high-powered intelligence operations while here? 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the attached (Tab I) guidance is used in response to 
possible press~-

Approve ____ Disapprove 

2. That we use this guidance at our own initiative 
COB to let the story die ~ver the weekend/ 

Approve ------\~'Risapprove ✓ 
Barry ~.hly and Dan H~concur. r '1..,,,,,,, 

Attachment ~ /? v\ 
Tab I Press Guidance 

0~ 

SE~ET h\ rvt Declassify on: OADR 

by Friday 

~ 

VJ 



SUGGESTED PRESS GUIDANCE 

In the context of continuing preparations for the summit, on 
December 2 the President's National Security Advisor was visited 
by Ambassador Dubinin and Deputy Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh. 
They were joined by V.A. Kryuchkov, a member of the Soviet 
advance team and of the official summit delegation. He is a 
deputy chairman of the Soviet Committee on State Security, the 
KGB, and head of the KGB's First Chief Directorate responsible 
for foreign intelligence. He is clearly the senior official in 
the Soviet advance -party responsible for leadership security 
during the summit. Kryuchkov came in to express appreciation for 
the support and cooperation of the US Secret Service on matters 
concerning the security of General Secretary Gorbachev and his 
delegation. 

Q: As foreign intelligence chief, essentially the Soviet 
equivalent to the head of CIA, why should Kryuchkov be on 
the Soviet advance team, and why should it be assumed that 
his responsibilities concern leadership security, which is 
not a function of his part of the KGB? 

A: Mr. Kryuchkov is not merely the head of one component, the 

foreign intelligence part of the KGB, but a deputy head of 

the KGB. Soviet concern about leadership security is 

sufficiently acute, apparently, to justify this high-level 

oversight of the matter and the involvement of an official 

with foreign intelligence and counterintelligence respon

sibilities. It is apparent from his conversation with 

General Powell that leadership security is, indeed, his 

principal concern while here in Washington. 

Q: What did Kryuchkov and the General discuss. 

A: As I said, Kryuchkov came in to express appreciation for the 

support of the Secret Service and received assurances that 

such support would continue throughout the summit. It would 

be inappropriate to comment further on matters pertaining to 

the physical security of the two leaders. 
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Q: When did you learn about Kryuchkov's corning and who approved 
it in Washington? 

A: We learned the Soviets wanted to include him in the advance 

team when they submitted their request for visas on or about 

November 25. All the Soviet visa requests were processed in 

the normal manner by the Departments of Justice and State. 

Q: Is it true that the FBI registered an objection to granting 
a visa to this high-level KGB official? 

A: I shall not comment on deliberations within the Executive 

Branch on matters of security and intelligence. 

Q: What measures are being taken to prevent this KGB leader 
from exploiting his presence here to conduct espionage 
against the US? 

A: As I said, I will not comment on security and intelligence 

matters. 

Q: Do you find the level of Soviet concern about Gorbachev's 
security remarkable, and, if so, why is it so high? 

A: We do not find Soviet concern about leadership security out 

of line with what we have observed on other foreign trips by 

Gorbachev. As I said earlier, we shall help the Soviet 

delegation provide Mr. and Mrs. Gorbachev the best possible 

physical security, just like we do for the President and the 

First Lady. 



L nit'e<l States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 3, 1987 
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MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Mrs. Gorbachev's Schedule 

The Soviets have provided us with Mrs. Gorbachev's 
schedule. A copy is attached. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

/!(/~~- ·~ 'J~ 
Melvyn Levitsky 

Executive Secretary 



SUMMARY SCHEDULE FOR THE VISIT OF MRS. GORBACHEV 

Monday, December 7, 1987 

4:40 p.m. 

5:20 p.m. 

General Secretary and Mrs. Gorbachev arrive at 
Andrews Air Force Base. 
Arrival at Soviet Embassy. 

Tuesday, December 8, 1987 

10:00 a. m. 
10:30 a. m. 
11:00 a. m. 
12:00 Noon 
12:10 P. m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:30 P. m. 
2:45 p. m • 
4:30 P. m. 

6:00 p. m. 
7:00 p. m • 

10:00 p • m • 

Arrival Ceremony at White House. 
Coffee with Mrs. Reagan at White House. 
Depart for sightseeing tour of Washington, D.C. 
Arrival at Soviet Embassy. 
Private lunch at Soviet Embassy. 
Lunch concludes. 
Arrival at White House for INF signing ceremony. 
Departure from White House for Soviet Embassy. 
Meeting with representatives of U.S. public at 
Soviet Embassy. 
Meeting at Soviet Embassy concludes. 
White House State Dinner. 
Dinner concludes. 

Wednesday, December 9, 1987 

9:30 a. m. 
10:30 a. m. 
11:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

Tour of National Gallery. 
National Gallery tour concludes. 
Tour of White House and coffee with Mrs. Reagan. 
White House tour and coffee concludes. 
Lunch at Department of State. 
Meeting with leading publishers and editors at 
Soviet Embassy. 
Meeting with publishers and editors concludes. 
Soviet return dinner at Soviet Embassy. 
Soviet return dinner concludes. 

Thursday, December 10, 1987 

9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

Breakfast meeting with the Vice President at 
Soviet Embassy. 
Meeting with representatives of the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union. 
Coffee hosted by Mrs. Pamela Harriman at her home. 
Private lunch at Soviet Embassy. 
Departure ceremony at White House. 
Press conference in Club Room of Soviet 
residential complex. 
Departure from Andrews Air Force Base. 
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r · MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: LTG Colin Powell, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
Robert M. Gates, Deputy Director of Central 
Intelligence 
Fritz Ermarth, National Security Council Staff 
Vladimir Kryucbkov, First Chief Directorate, KGB 
Yuriy Dubinin, Soviet Ambassador 
Interpreter 

PLACE: Maison Blanche Restaurant, 4 December 1987, 
7:30PM 

Ambassador Dubinin had called Powell to invite him to 

dinner to go over some additional details for the summit 

meeting. Powell called back to inform them Gates was coming 

only about 20-30 minutes before the dinner. When we met at the 

restaurant there was some awkwardness at the outset but as soon 

as we sat down at the table (Kryuchkov and Gates sitting 

side- by- side), Kryuchkov observed that this was an occasion of 

historic importance - - that two such senior officials of the 

two intelligence services had never met. He noted that others 

of our services had met "under tables" in other places but that 

this was a first. Gates noted that it was the first time that 

two officials of the services had dined face to face in Moscow 

or in Washington, although each side certainly was intimately 

familiar with the daily lives of the other in the two capi t als . 

CON~ENTIAL 
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Kryuchkov then said to Gates, "You speak Russian". When 

Gates responded it had been many years ago, Kryuchkov said "we 

hear that you understand it". Gates said that he would not 

trust his imperfect Russian for a conversation as important as 

this. The two spoke a little German and then relied on the 

interpreter the rest of the evening. Kryuchkov indicated that 

he spoke Hungarian as well as German. 

The conversation was generally one of banter and debating 

points, punctuated by several serious discussions. Kryuchkov 

for example commented on the fact that General Powell was 

drinking vodka while he, Kryuchkov, was drinking scotch. When 

the waiter came around and Kryuchkov told the interpreter he 

wanted scotch, the interpreter started to order Johnny Walker 

Red and Kryuchkov quickly corrected him to order Chevis Regal. 

A few minutes later, when Kryuchkov made a comment that CIA 

knows about everything, Gates observed to him that he had known 

Kryuchkov would order Chevis before he ever opened his mouth. 

He initially took Gates seriously and then laughed. 

Kryuchkov said a few things that indicated he was well 

aware of Gates' background. Gates responded that while 

Ambassador Dubinin could occasionally watch him on televis i on, 

Kryuchkov and his associates remained a considerable mystery in 

their personal lives . Kryuchkov responded that he found that 
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hard to believe. He said that perhaps the dinner could be the 

opening of a different kind of glasnost. He then went on to 

comment that glasnost had reached such a level in the Soviet 

Union that it was beginning to rival the availability of 

information in the United States. Gates told him that was 

hardly the case and that we would begin to believe in glasnost 

when a Soviet version of Aviation Week began to be published 

with the kind of information the US magazine has. He indicated 
-

familiarity with the magazine, and Gates told him we knew they 

had many subscriptions. He laughed. 

Gates told Kryuchkov that he must be able to run his 

service on a considerably smaller budget than CIA thanks to the 

assistance of the Western press and the US penchant for leaks. 

He said that was hardly the case. Gates said that, in the 

spirit of glasnost Kryuchkov had referred to, and that inasmuch 

as they had the opportunity to review many CIA assessments of 

their economy and military strength, perhaps they should begin 

to share such assessments in return. He responded that many 

CIA assessments are quite good but that some of them are not 

"entirely objective". 

There then followed a discussion between Powell, Ermarth 

and Kryuchkov on perestroika , with Powell noting the 

difficulties of keeping such a process under control and 

Ermarth indicating the difficult i es of economic reform in the 
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absence of a money economy and particularly in light of the 

fact that military costs cannot really be calculated. 

Kryuchkov conceded most of these points, though noting that 

"one should not be too hard on the military". In this 

connection he told Gates that he would share a "secret" 

perestroika was proceeding much more slowly than they had 

anticipated it would two years ago. 

-
During the course of the conversation Dubinin raised 

that 

several matters relating to the summit with Powell and 

Kryuchkov freely jumped in to offer his own views. In fact 

when Powell indicated that one of the stumbling blocks was that 

the Soviets had not provided pictures of the SS-25s and SS-20s 

as promised, Kryuchkov said there must have been some 

misunderstanding and that providing such pictures was 

"impossible". He spoke strongly not only on issues involving 

the arrangements for the visit but as in this case on 

substantive issues involving the treaty. He asked if the US 

always used the tactic of throwing up last minute obstacles. 

Gates said he had helped prepare six or so US-Soviet Summits, 

that both sides usually had last minute problems, and that 

somehow they always worked out. 

Kryuchkov said that he had carefully read the Newsweek 

article on Director Webster. He said that he had been much 

impressed by Mr. Webster's comments that CIA was not going to 

CONF~NTIAL 
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take a position on policy issues. He strongly endorsed that, 

saying that the special services had no business involving 

themselves on policy. He added that he had seen in the 

Newsweek story a quote from Mr. Webster to the effect that CIA 

still had good sources in the Soviet Union. He indicated that 

perhaps, in the spirit of glasnost, Gates would share a list of 

those people with him . Gates asked whether he would be willing 

to make an exchange of lists. He laughed. Kryuchkov asked 

that Gates pass his greetings -on to Director Webster and that 

perhaps the latter should consider visiting the Soviet Union 

with the President for the 1988 summit, which he felt was most 

likely to occur. 

At one point, Kryuchkov commented on the security 

arrangements for the visit and their desire for a successful, 

safe visit. Gates told . him that Americans and our media were 

quite taken with the General Secretary and that he would be 

very warmly received -- apart from demonstrators . He said they 

still worried about security. Gates said we always should 

worry about security for our leaders, that we knew only too 

well what a crazy person could do. In this context, Kryuchkov 

noted how warmly Nixon had been welcomed in Moscow in 1972, and 

observed that the applause for him would have been even warmer 

had he not been bombing Hanoi and Haiphong. 



In the discussion of intelligence role in policy, Gates 

said that the policy decisions were made by people like General 

Powell. At that point Kryuchkov recalled a joke about the 

Cze.ch General who operated under two rules. Rule one is that 

the General is always right and rule two is that when the 

General is wrong people should remember rule number one. 

When Kryuchkov was asked -his first impressions on visiting 

the United States, he commented on how powerful it seemed -

that you could "feel the power". Several times he referred to 

how rich and economically powerful the United States is. In 

this connection at one point he turned to Gates and said that 

he hoped that CIA was telling the US leadership that the Soviet 

Union was not a weak, poor country that could be pushed 

around. Gates assured Kryuchkov that we had a very good 

understanding of the strength of the Soviet Union and of its 

power. Gates reminded him of their history in terms of the 

large armies they had maintained in the 13th, 14th and 15th 

centuries at a time when the West European kingdoms were just 

getting organized . Gates recalled their history of constant 

warfare as they expanded to the east and to the south and that 

he could be assured that we did not underestimate their power 

or their pride . We then had a discussion, in which Dubinin 

participated actively, about World War II. Gates recalled 

General Powell ' s conversation with Marshal Akhromeyev about the 

CONF~NTIAL 
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seige of Leningrad and that one one could not fail to be moved 

by the sacrifice and courage of the people of Leningrad -- and 

one did not have to be Russian in listening to Shostakovich's 

Leningrad Symphony in order to be moved. 

In the discussion of Soviet history, Dubinin noted that 

whenever Russia had relaxed its vigilance whether during the 

time of the Mongols or in the 1930s, they had been invaded and 

paid a terrible price and that therefore they must not relax 

vigilance ever again. He refused to be drawn into a discussion 

with Ermarth over Stalin's responsibility for the German 

invasion. 

In the context of Kryuchkov's reference to cooperation 

between the United States and the Soviet Union during World War 

II, Gates said, expressing his personal opinion, that he felt 

i t was a special responsibility of the two intelligence 

services to ensure that movement toward a more constructive and 

mutually beneficial relationship should be based on complete 

realism. Gates quoted Gorbachev's comments to Secretary Shultz 

some time ago that intelligence was valuable because it reduced 

the danger of miscalculation out of ignorance and contributed 

to stability and understanding. He added that there are, in 

fact, very deep differences between the two countries and that 

their gigantic arsensals did not simply appear out of nowhere 

but are a manifestation of deep distrust and even fear on the 

CON~ENTIAL 



part of both sides. Gates said that the detente of the 1970s 

had been a false start. There had been a great deal of 

unwarranted optimism that surrounded the 1972 summit and the 

period that followed and yet the deep differences between the 

countries came to the fore as problems associated withrhuman 

rights, the Third World and strategic forces quickly dissipated 

the warm feelings of the early 70s. 

Gates continued that if we were to have a more enduring 

relationship in which the purposes of peace and lessening 

tensions were served -- more than a passing bit of sunshine 
. 

it had to be based on a realistic assessment of the deep 

differences between the sides and a willingness to confront 

those problems, that we not confuse rhetoric and reality. Only 

thus could a lasting relaxation of tensions take place. While 

Kryuchkov seemed to take these comments on board, his only 

response was to pick up on Gates' reference to human rights, to 

object to its being raised, and to say that there had been 

unwarranted interference in the 1970s. Gates said that 

Kryuchkov misunderstood. While human rights is an issue of 

continuing concern to us and a real problem between the two 

countries, Gates had recalled it simply as being one of the 

factors that helped destroy detente in the early 1970s. He 

reminded Kryuchkov of the Jackson-Vanik amendment. There then 

followed a discussion about whether the law was still in effect 

and Kryuchkov asking what had become of Mr. Vanik. 
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There was considerable discussion of Afghanistan. 

Kryuchkov confirmed that they wanted to get out of Afghanistan 

but had to find some kind of a political solution in order to 

do so. He expressed particular concern about the possibility 

of a rise to power in Afghanistan of another fundamentalist 

Islamic state. He noted that neither the Soviet Union nor the 

United States needed a second fundamentalist state like Iran. 

He observed in passing that the United States seemed to be 

fully occupied trying to deal with just one fundamentalist 

Islamic state. Ermarth noted that in contrast to Iran, if the 

Soviet Union left Afghanistan they would confront very much the 

kind of Afghanistan that existed before they invaded -- that 

is, a fragmented, weak state that posed no danger to anyone. 

Gates said they had the additional advantage in comparison to 

our experience in that there was no Cam Ranh Bay in Afghanistan. 

Kryuchkov invited Gates to come to the Soviet Union on 

several occasions through the dinner. The first time was in 

connection with Gates' comment about human rights when he said 

that Gates should come and see for himself and indicated that 

he was quite serious. The second was in connection with a 

discussion of technology transfer, and about our respective 

embassies. We had been talking about economic relations and 

technology transfer, during which Gates had commented on our 

concerns over Soviet use of advanced western technology for 
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military purposes. Kryuchkov asked if we could draw a firm 

distinction between technology for civilian and for military 

purposes. We acknowledged that in many instances that was 

quite difficult. Ermarth noted the COCOM process and the 

effort to try and make distinctions in that forum. In this 

context, Gates noted that technology transfer probably could 

come in the other direction in some areas if our new embassy 

building was any indication. Kryuchkov laughed at that and 

indicated there was "no problem" with our embassy in Moscow. 

He said that we were being too modest about our own technical 

capabilities and that Gates should come to Moscow to look not 

only at our embassy but also look at what they had taken out of 

their embassy here in Washington. 

At the end of the conversation when Gates said that perhaps 

he would visit after he. retired from CIA, he responded "If you 

wait, I certainly will be gone". He urged Gates to come sooner 

and said that he could "give you a visa tomorrow". 

Commenting on his visit to Washington, he noted that he had 

gone to the Kennedy Center to see a Polish conductor. He said 

that the theater scene in Washington is "very pale" compared to 

the forty or more theaters in Moscow. He noted that there are 

never tickets available to those theaters in Moscow, but, of 

course, "I can always get tickets". Gates said CIA had no such 

influence in the US, and added that CIA is forbidden by law to 
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be active within the United States. Kryuchkov responded very 

firmly, "that is not quite so". 

We had a discussion on who had responsibility for 

monitoring American 9ompliance with arms control treaties in 

the Soviet Union, Kryuchkov indicated it was the KGB's 

responsibility to draw together information about American 

activities but that there was nothing comparable to our 

National Security Council that would draw together the views of 

the Ministries of Defense and Foreign Affairs as well as the 

intelligence services. 

At one point during the dinner, Gates told Kryuchkov that 

because he had shared a secret, Gates would share one with 

him. He said that CIA had been told by the State Department 

that the General Secretary would like to have tapes of the 

Moscow evening news so that he could see how his visit is being 

handled on Soviet television. Gates indicated that there is 

only one place tnat can do that and that Kryuchkov should tell 

the General Secretary those tapes are a gift from CIA to him in 

the hope of a successful summit . He thanked Gates and then 

added, "That is probably the only thing you are doing," 

presumably he meant to help make the summit a success. Dubinin 

was genuinely surprised at Gates' information, indicating they 

had been told the tapes were being provided by "a friendly 

television station" . Gates said that is not altogether untrue, 

but that this would remain our secret . 

.. ~T 11 
C01"r,DENTIAL 



The Soviets were clearly having a problem keeping under 

control the number of members of Congress being invited to the 

embassy to meet with Gorbachev and they discussed with Powell 

certain people wqo wanted to be invited but were being told 

no. Powell indicated he would help in anyway he could. Gates 

commented that they would have to rely on his discretion to 

keep secret the fact that the Soviet side and the American 

Administration were colluding -together against the Congress in 

this way. At that point Kryuchkov rather deftly made some 

reference to Gates' personal relationship with the Congress. 

Gates responded that it was "wonderful". 

As we left the dinner, Gates told Kryuchkov that it had 

been a very interesting conversation and that he hoped it would 

not be harmful to either of their careers. 

12 
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Note to Robert M. Gates, DDCI 
From Fritz w. Ermarth 
Subject: Kryuchk~v Memcon 

The memcon looks good and thorough. One little exchange I 
recall is missing and should be plugged in on page 4, right 
after the first paragraph. It follows: 

Referencing the Yeltsin affair, Ermarth wondered whether we 
were seeing some political backsliding in Moscow. Kryuchkov 
replied by saying that Yeltsin had simply turned out to be 
inadequate to his job, seeking to impose reform from above in 
the old ways. Did we think, asked Kryuchkov, that Yeltsin 
was some kind of democrat? Ermarth replied that Yeltsin 
probably had both strong and weak points, but that informed 
Americans were concerned about something else, namely the way 
the party boyars pounced on Yeltsin when he went down. This 
was reminiscent of something rather frightening in Soviet 
politics. Kryuchkov responded rather thoughtfully that he 
understood this point, adding that he found this conversation 
useful because it gave him insight into the American 
mentality. 

I'll try to get Colin's additions to this little gem of 
history. I fear this may prove difficult, but I'm pretty 
sure you've captured what the history books and the files 
will most value. I'm still somewhat puzzled that this leaky 
gossipy town has not got wind of the meeting. 
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