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,·RUREAtl OP INTF.LLJ(.;EMCF. A~m RF.SF.ARCH - ANALYSIS - OCTOBER 31, l ~82 

1. USSR: JEWISH EMIGRATION DROPS TO PRr.-OF.TENTE LEVEL 5ov.~~-'--· 
Soviet Jewish cmiqration probably will drop below t~ 

level this year, a thirrl of the 1981 figure and ona-seven~ e 
1980 total. Tha monthly figure!': so far this .year have stayen within 
the 200-300 range. They are not likely to rise until Moscow necides 
the issue can once aqain be used as an inducement in neqotiatinq us-
Soviet bilateral matters. · 

* * * 
I 

Soviet emigration policy has returned to where it was a deca~e 
ago, before Moscow first allowerl larqe-scale Jewish emigration in 
1971. Somo 14,000 left .that year, compared to about 1,000 in 1970. 

The decision to . relnx cmigratinn curbs was in part the result . ":.. 
of internal pressures, sparked by orqani zed demands by militant .. ·_ '.:.-. ··· _., 
Soviet ,'Jews. . But the regime !ound that allowinq an alienated social , ::_:: .. , _·_.: 
group to leave could also provide useful leverage in the ·context of <.·. • :-:-: .. :. 
•detcnte. • Emigration r~tes consistently have shown a close corre- · · ·_· '.>'. 
lation to bila_teral issues. For example, they rose during Congress.;. ~-.:_: _ __;-· ·-::~ 
ional debate on the 1974 US Tradt:! Act anrt dropped precipitously in _." :.--, }:.:- . _:_·> 
retaliation for the Jackson-Vanik Amend~ent, which formally linked ··_-.: ·:-·<: ·: 

· -tra~~ _and emigration. · · · . . . '. . ···\· :::.; 
.. : : . . ·.·. 

Emigration then rose gradually because Mosco"' continued to . _. - • · . . . 
r ·egard it as a .valuable inducem~nt in the context of other detente . . ·: _: ':_-:_· ~ .:· 

.. relationships • . _The high point of 50,000 visas for Israel was .··:·' : >:· 
reached in 1979. A sharp drop . followed as _human rights controvers;..·· ···.\> .:,.-._:: 
ies; SALT II, ~fqhanistan, and Poland soured the bilateral atmo~ . ~~->~--: .:~ 
sphere. · . 1: • . • . . . .... 

· 'T'he emjgration cutoff ann increased anti-Semitism in the USSR, . · ·· · 
meanwhile, have generateri new · internal pressures. Soviet Jews are · •: ... . ·, 
now rinprivect of a_ll three of tn(!lr earlier alternatives: they can- --:.'.·:;:./ 
not emigrate, assimilate, or preserve their religious and cultural 
identity. The regime is also discouraginq erriiqration demands by . -.-~::·· . 

. . other ethnic and religious groups. Bes-ides Jews, only ethnic ~:-: .:::.-.:··,.,<:'. 
_ .. ~ · · -Germans and -1\rmenia-~s h,we hP.<!'n a'il~ to leave in appreciable ·. ··-.. \ .· j_;·_:/· ·.:._. 
· __ ·· _.' numbers, an~ rec en tl y those :, tu~~'? rs · also have dropped sharply. · · ·: ?><> ·::-

~oviet law does not recognize the right of Soviet citizens . to 
cmiQratc by choice: family r~unification is thP. only valid formal 
qrouno for departur~; althouqh Mo5cow manipulates this requirement 

· · as ncened. Soviet n uthnri t ii:-s tP.nd to see human riqhts and Jewi !;h · 
~migration as separate issu~s, and can be unyielding on the former 
while remaining relatively flexible on the lr1tter·, provided this 
serves to advance Soviet interests abroad. They evidently see no 
incentive for flexihility · at this time. 

, . 
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ANDREI SAKHAROV - THREE YEARS IN EXILE 

The following letter addressed to Sakharov's foreign colleagues 
was circulated In Moscow in late January. 11,e anonymous authors 
explain that "the situation in the USSR prevents us from signing 
our names. Our signatures would add nothing to the letter and would 
jeopardize our work and families." 

On January 22, 1980, Academician Andrei Sakharov was seized on a Mos­
c..-ow street and taken to Gorky on a special flight. His illegal exile has lasted 
for tluee years. It has been accompanied by acts of violence and pressure. 
The KGB helJ a young woman, his son's fiancee, hostage to Sakhuov's public 
activity. Neither officials of the USSR Academy of Sciences nor other Soviet 
scientists responJtd to Sakharov's appeals in this crucial matter. Sakharov 
untied the knot himself by putting his life on the tine. His victory after a 17-
d11y hunger strike reassured many. "They could not allow Sakhuov die. He 
was stronger than the KGB. They cannot harm him." But such confidence 
ls II dangerous delusion. 

The decision to meet Sakharov's -demand and save his life was taken at 
the highest level, evidently at a meeting of the Politburo. The volume of support 
for Sakharov broke through to the Moscow center where power is wielded 
over the world from lofty isolation, where "they" make their decisions. But 
it could not last. The bureaucratic swamp soon recovered its grip. On December 
24, 1981, just ten days after he ended ·his hunger strike, despite a coronuy 
infarct, Sukharov was evicted from the hospital and returned to his Gagarin 
Street apartment which is kept under survelllance and frequently seuched. 

Since that time, Sakharov has been deprived of the medical cue which 
he requires. Sakharov's friends wrote about this to Anatoly Alexandrov, pre­
sident of the Academy of Sciences, in January 1982, but they received no 
reply. When Sakharov su ffcred last summer from thrombophlebitls, a serious 
condition, he was treated only by his wife. The illegitimate nature of Sakha­
rov's exile In Gorky means that no one bears legal responsibility for his life. 

Last fall the KGB struck again. On October 11, Sakharov's case with a 
900 page manuscript was stolen after he had been momentarily stunned by 
a chemical agent. Sakharov asked a KGB official to return the stolen Items, 
and called upon Academician Alexandrov to support his request. Alexandrov 
again failed to reply. But on December 7 the KGB- this time acting officially­
searched Sakharov's wife, Elena Bonner, and confiscated 300 manuscrlp·t 
pages which Sakharov had reconstructed after the October 11 theft . Eveiy 
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action of the KGB is a show of force which threatens further escalation. NoJing 
Is impossible during the fluid and dynamic transition period. · , 

A few words about the USSR Academy of Sciences and Sakharov's scien­
tific contacts. During private conversations with foreign visitors, president 
Alexandrov, vic&-prcsident Vclikhov, and scientific secretary Scriabin worked., 
hard to "prove" to foreign colleagues that the "Sakharov ·pro~lem" does not 
exist, that Sakharov Is In fine shape in Gorky. Academician Scriabin has even 
claimed that Sakharov has a private secretary! The KGB wants to prevent 
possible protests and to involve the Academy's leadership in this game. Visits 
to Sakharov by his colleagues from Moscow's Lebedev Physics Institute arc 
cited as evidence of his "welfare". The first such trips In the spring of 1980 
represented a victory over the KGB. (This breakthrough coincided with the 
boycott announced by the U.S. National Academy of Sciences.) But these 
visits had no /rfect on the other conditions of Sakharov's Gorky exile. He 
was visited bl theoretical physicists for a few hours once a month. But in 
October, during a particularly dramatic phase of the Sakharov saga, the visits 
were suspended for more than tluee months. 

How can you help Sakharov? Appeal to the top Soviet leaders in a way 
which will not pennlt the KGB simply to file and forget your protests. Actions 
speak louder than words when trying to Impress the mammoth Soviet bu• 
reaucracy. Fortunately, the U.S. National Academy of Sciences understands 
thiii. The U.S. Academy's decisive action in the spring of 1980 forced the 
KGB to change their tune from "the traitor Sakharov deteriorated as a scien­
tist long ago" to "Academician Sakharov has every opportunity for scien­
tific work In Gorky." (The U.S. Academy's action may have saved Sakharov's 
Ufe.) 

For the last three years the KGB has been forced to report on the boycott's 
effectiveness. Foreign scientists invited to the Soviet Union should keep in 
mind that their visits wl!I be used to show that "Sakharov Is forgotten" and 
that Western scientists accept his exile. (Their names will be cited without 
their knowledge or consent. Concern for Salthuov's fate cxprcued In private 
conversation with Soviet officials Is not sufficient to prevent this happening.) 

Open appeals to the government and to the Academy sent by registered 
mall from Moscow and pubUshed In the Western press can prevent the secret 
police from speculation with the names of foreign visitors. (Publication of 
a letter after the visitor has returned home Is an alternative, but II is less ef­
fective.) Something useful may result If copies of appeals are circulated to 
foreign correspondents In Moscow (the KGB presumably reports such actions) 
and delivered to Academy officials and other Soviet scientists. (This approach . 
shoulll also be used to help Orlov, Shcharansky and other human rights ad· ' 
vocutes.) 

Academy ofl1clals-president Alexandrov, vice-president Velikhov, Kotel­
nikov, Logunov and Ovchlnnlkov- enjoy direct access to the ~vernment 
and could discuss Sakharov's situation with the head of the KGB. Academicians 
N.G. Basov and Gury Marchuk enjoy similar Influence. Dasov, a Nobel laureate 
and director of the Institute of Physics, was made a member of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet in November 1982 al the same time as Yury Andropov. 
Marchuk Is a deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers and Chairman of 
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the State Committee for Science and Technology. Marchuk recently conducted 
Important negotiations In France and was received by President Mltterand 
on January 12. (Did Mltterand risk questioning Marchuk about the situation 
of Sakharov and other repressed scientists?) 

Soviet iclentlsts also react to deeds which affect them directly and not 
to words. It Is essential, therefore, to mention International cooperation which 
benefits Sovh!t research on the peacerul use of thermonuoleu energy. Aca• 
demlcian Sakharov, together with the late Igor Tamm, was a pioneer In the 
field. The authorities' treatment of Sakharov Is hardly consonant with Inter­
national scientific cooperation. Letters and . appeals on behalf of Sakharov 
must stress again and again his contributions to basic research. Thus, since 
Pravda published an article ("Secrets of Matter", January 23, 1983) on pro­
ton decay, Soviet leaders sho_uld be reminded of Sakharov's prophetic work 
on this problem. 

Can we let a man like Sakharov suffocate In Gorky? His exile and detention 
resemble the ordeal of the American hostages in Iran. Ile can be freed as the 
American diplomats were. Sakharov should be able to lead a normal life, to 
attend scientific seminars, to resume his scientific contacts, to be treated by 
the Academy of Sciences' docton, and to putlclpate In the Academy's sessions 
since he has been a member for thirty years. 

Sakharov should be allowed to return to his home In Moscow or, at the 
very least, to his house In the country nearby. 

CHR 37, pp. 9-27, describes many details of Sakharov's exile 
·to Gorky, and in particular, the February 1980 decision of the US 
National Academy of.Sciences to suspend bilateral symposia, seminars 
and workshops involving the Soviet Academy, because of "actions 
by the Soviet government with respect to our Foreign Associate, 
Academician Andrei D. Sakharov." 

We publish below Andrei Sakharov's letter to KGB chief Vitaly 
Fedorchuk written after the theft of Sakharov's possessions. 

Once ugaln I have been the target of a crhnlnal act. A bag containing do• 
cuments and manuscripts was stolen from me on October 11, 1982. Similar 
thefts occurred on March 13, 1981, and during a covert search of my Moscow! 
apartment in 1978. The nature and circumstances of the thefts convince me· 
that they were the work of KGB agents. 

The Items stolen on October 11 Included : 900 handwritten pages and 
500 typed pages of memoirs covering 60 years of. my life; six notebooks with 
my personal diary; my passport; my driver's license; my wlll; and Important 
anti Irreplaceable personal letters and documents. 

A camera and a radio were also stolen (If I leave them home, someone 
breaks them), as well as my savings bank passbook and sixty rubles. They 
are the only Items which would have Interested a common thief; he would 
hove thrown away the rest. 

... 
The theft took place at 4 PM in a square near the river landing In _ the 

center of Gorky while my wife was buying a train ticket. I was sitting In the 
front seat of our car. The bag was on the floor behind the driver's seat. Some­
one stuck his head In the window and asked me a question. I answered. My 
memory falls at that point. The glass In a rear window was shattered , and 
the pieces falling on the pavement must have mode a lot of noise, but I can't 
remember It. I suppose, although I have no legal proof, that I was stunned by 
some narcotic. I remember only that I saw the bag being dragged out through 
the window. 

l was unable to open the car door for several minutes because of my state. 
When I did get out of the car, three women were standing there, one carrying 
a small case which looked like a doctor's kit . They asked me why it had taken 
me so long to get out of the car. Then one said : "The thieves jumped over 
the fence with your suitcase. They broke your window. We called the police. 
They will arrive shortly." 

It was a lie that they had notified the police. I believe these individuals 
were doctors assigned to assist me If necessary and to keep me from going 
quickly to the police. When my wife arrived, I went to the nearest police station 
an" gave a deposition about the crime. (No one had assisted me at the scene 
of the crime.) 

Please remember that a policeman Is stationed at my door around the 
clock, and during trips and walks around town, KGB agents always follow 
me by car (sometimes in two cars) or on foot. They take note ol everyone 
who approaches me, and I suspect that they would quickly appreh~nd a com• 
mon thief who tried to steal my bag. 

I am addressing you as chairman of the KGB. 1 insist upon the immediate 
return of all the stolen Items and on guarantees that your subordinates will 
not repeat ·similar thefts or other criminal acts. 1 ask you to Issue the apJOP-
rlate orders. ' ' 

I 
I I~ a separate note accompanying a copy of the letter, Sakharov / 

e,.vi C os~ the following w._ mlssage to Anatoly Atexandrov, president . - e, 
of the USSR Academy of s'ciences: . · 

I wish .to devote the major part of my energy to scientific work . But It 
Is simply Impossible to talk of "quiet scientific work" when I am kept Isolated 
In illegal exile and the repeated thefts of my scientific and other manfscslpts 
require me to spend enom1ous energy simply restoring those works. 1 wish 
you and my colleagues in the USSR and abroad to understand this. I will be 
grateful, Anatoly Petrovich, If you support my request for the return of the · 
Items stolen on November 29, 1978, March 13, 1981, and Qctober 1 l, 1982. 

When I began to write my memoirs four and a half years ago, I cons!dered 
them purely personal and did not plan their publlcotlon. Now, after the theft, 
l feel duty-bound t,o restore them and publish them as quickly as possible, 
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On November 10, Andrei Sakharov Issued the following state­

ment on the official warning which he had received on November 4: 

On October 11, a bag containing my memoirs and other personal documents 
was stolen. It was the third such theft. I am convinced that this act was com­
mitted not by common criminals but rather by the KGB, which has been 
assigned responsibility for me. Three weeks after the theft, on November 4, 
I was summoned by Perelygln, the Deputy Procurator of the Gorky region. 
Perelygln asserted that my statemen.t which had been distributed to foreign 
correspondents about the theft was slanderous since It contained unsubstan­
tiated accusations against the KGB. By Issuing a statement harmful to the 
USSR, I had violated the regimen established for me by the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet, the leading body of the State. Perelygln added that it was 
my second warning and a serious one. 

The Deputy Procurator's wuning lacked any foundation. My statement 
which describes what really happened is not slanderous. The persons who 
drugged me and stole my documents and manuscripts are criminally respon­
sible. 

1 direct particular attention to Perelygln's assertion that the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet decreed my regln1en. I have repeatedly asked the USSR 
Procurator General Rekunkov and Perelygln to show me a document confir­
ming that assertion and Indicating the date and signature on the decree orde­
ring my removal by force to Gorky, my Isolation, and my regimen here, but 
no such document has been produced. The Vedomo,rl (Gazette) of the Supreme 
Soviet has published only the decree of January II, 19110, revoking my govern­
ment awards. A decree ordering my regimen would doubtless be unconstltu- ; 

• tional. Pcrelygln Is a lowyer and should know ~hat the use of the term "re- · · 
gimen" with regard to my status Is Illegitimate. Only a court can Impose a 
regimen, specifying its nature in the verdict pronounced on a defendant. I 
have ·not been the subject of a legal procedure. I have not been accused of 
a crime, and no one has sentenced me. 

I have been Isolated In Gorky and deprived of my constitutional right 
to a fair trial (If grounds for a trial exist). I have also been deprived of: the 
lnvlol11billty of my home; my freedom of thought and expression; unhindered 
corresponde,nce and telephone conversations; treatment by a doctor of my 
choice; my right to rest; even my right to leave this cltyi I refuse to believe 
that the Presidium Issued such I decree. I believe that Perelygln Is In fact black­
mailing me with the lmpUclt th1eat of harsher repression and new crimes. 
My banishment from Moscow, my isolation, the simple burglaries followed 
by the theft involving drugs were all Illegal, but they have happened. What 
is to prevent the use of drugs again and some terrible new crime? 

I have been forced to live away from my home and under restraint for 
almost three years, a period more than sufficient for any lnverstlgation and 

~-

exceeding the terms of punishment specified for many offenses by the Crimi· 
nal Code. The Soviet press and official Soviet representatives In their contacts 
with my colleagues abroad and Western statesmen and public personalities 
protray my Illegitimate and a_rbltrary treatment as originating from humani­
tarian motives. But humane law cannot be the source of tyrannical acts. 

I have reported Perelygin's warning, his vague reference to an unpublished 
decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet , and his new threats In the 
hope that world public opinion will speak out against my Illegal exile and 
Isolation. I ask government leaders In States signing the Helsinki Final Act, 
public personalities and my scientlnc colleagues abroad to defend me on legal 
and humanitarian groun~and to oppose new acts of repression. 

• • • 
fo a letter to French physicist Louis Michel dated November 16, 

Sakharov's wife Elena Bonner wrote : 

It will soon be three years since Andrei has been living in detention, de­
prived of medical care (It was made clear during our hunger strike that only 
"reliable" doctors will be permitted to treat us in Gorky), deprived of rest, 
of the right to leave the city , virtually deprived of the right to think or write, 
the right to free scientific and human contacts, the right to correspond, to 
talk over the telephone, and many other things without which his life is pain­
ful. Ile is miserable without the opportunity to phone some colleague and 
discuss an Integral equation when the thought occurs ... Andrei so lacks the 
atmosphere of science that he even talks to me about physics, and it would 
be difficult to find a less qualified audience. The days of abso lute loneliness 
when I am forced to be in Moscow are particularly trying for hi_m. Sometimes 
I must be a\l,'aY for days ... 

The movement for peace, for disarmament has grown- it has even become 
fashJ.nable. The scientists who puticipate In that movement should remember 
that'sakharov was the first person in the USSR who fought seriously for a 
halt to nuclear testing. His Initiative led to the agreement to ban testing in 
three environments-the only agreement so far In force. Scientists must under­
stand that Sakharov's voice ls the only Independent and qualified voice from 
the USSR on disarmament, a critical Issue for people everywhere. No struggle 
for peace Is serious if It does not Include the struggle to secure a free voice 
for Sakharov. 

On December 7, Elena Bonner was searched while travelllng by 
train from Moscow to Gorky. Further portions of Sakharov's me­
moirs as well as other documents were confiscated. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
) . --10 East 40th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 

SOVIET JEWRY RESEARCH BUREAU 
(212) 679-6122 

REFUSENIK PROFILE 
NAME: 

Uya Essas 

FAMILY BACKGROUND: 
Relationship First Name 

Ilya 

Wife Anya 
Son Iosif 
Daughter Esther 
Son David 

RELATIVES ABROAD: 
Parents: 

VISA APPLICATION HISTORY: 

ADDRESS: 

Date of Birtti 
1946 

Chasovaya 26-91 
Moscow 

· RSFSR, USSR 

May 17, 1971 
September 24, 197 4 
November 24 1978 

Occu ation/Profession 
Mathematician Physicist 
(Kandidat of Mathematics) 
Engineer 

Tsvi and Sonia Essas 
Moshe Sharett 52-32 
Holen, Israel 

Date of First Application: May 5, 1973 

Reason for Refusal: Wife's secrecy Date of First Refusal: November 1973 

Most Recent Refusal: Repeatedly Permission: 

CASE HISTORY/ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
Ilya Essas, a respected mathematician and physicist, and his family have been 

denied permission to emigrate to Israel since 1973. Soviet off 1cials claim that Ilya's wife, 
Anya, allegedly had been exposed to classified material while working in a construction 
company. Though Anya left the job in 1971, and other co-workers who had access to these 
same "secrets" have emigrated, Soviet authorities continue to separate Uya, his wife and 
three children from his parents who emigrated to Israel in February 1976--twenty years 
after they first applied. 

Since his application, IJya has been active in the Jewish emigration and culture 
movement, which has made him the target of constant KGB harassment. His home has 
been raided, books on Jewish culture and scores of private letters confiscated, and the 
whole family put under house arrest. While plans were being made for the Moscow 
Symposium on Jewish Culture in November 1976, plainclothesmen raided the home of ten 
Jews who were connected with the event. Ilya's flat was among the first searched. 
Dozens of documents were confiscated, including handwritten copies of lectures on 
various aspec ts of Je wish culture and religion which had been prepared for the Symposium. 
When Anya objected to the police action, she was warned: "Keep quiet. Your husband 
could be inside prison for two years on charges of promoting anti-Soviet propaganda." 

Essas, a~ instructor of Jewish and Hebrew culture, was teaching at one of his 
student's homes in December 1980, when two uniformed militiamen and six plainclothes 
KGB agents stormed in. They threatened the group with holding an illegal religious 
gathering. Two books were confiscated, one being a prayer book that was published prior 
to the Revolution. 

CLASSIFIED 
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In May 1981, llya , an organizer of a gathering which was to commemorate the 
Holocaust, was summoned with other activists by the KGB and threatened with fifteen 
days in jail and an irrevocable rejection of emigration application. In view of these 
warnings, the activ ists decided to call off the event which was expected to attract several 
hundred Jews. 

llya, an Orthodox Jew, has long advocated the right of Soviet Jews to learn Hebrew 
and enjoy full religious facilities within the USSR on an open and recognized basis. 

More than thirty-six members of the United States Congress have written to Soviet 
officials on the Essas' behalf. llya's parents have spent endless days on their children's 
struggle. Many people from Western countries have also contributed their efforts, but to 
no avail. 

On May 18, 1981, Anya Essas met with the Deputy Minister of the Interior of the 
RSFSR. He told her to reapply for an exit visa. 

8/81 
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••• French President Francois Mitterrand, moved by appeals 
made by Shcharansky's friends in France and several French 
political parties, among them the Socialist Party and the 
Gaullists, has promised to intervene on the POC's behalf •.. 

PROMINENT ACTIVIST INTERROGATED BY KGB 

MOSCOW -- Emigration activist IL YA ESSAS was interrogated by the KGB 

for several hours recently regarding the activities of Novosibirsk refusenik FELIKS 

KOCHUBIEVSKY, who was arrested on September 12 and charged with "circulating 

fabrications which defame the Soviet state and social system" (Press Service, October 29, 

1982). The KGB ordered Essas to reveal details on several of Kochubievsky's writings, 

among them, works on the formation of a "USSR-Israel Friendship Society" and 

instructions on how to emigrate via the Soviet legal system. The activist refused to 

address their demands on the grounds that the charges against Kochubievsky are not 

connected with these writings. 

POC UPDATE: 

• Reports from POLINA PARITSKY, wife of POC ALEKSANDR PARITSKY, 

indicate that poor relations between her husband and labor camp officials where he is 

serving his three-year sentence for "circulation of fabrications which defame the Soviet 

state and social system," exacerbate the ill treatment inflicted on him. Paritsky was 

recently hospitalized, again, for high blood pressure. 

REFUSENIK UPDATE: 

• The authorities have refused VALENTINA KOCHUBIEVSKY, wife of recent-

ly-arrested Novosibirsk activist FELIKS KOCHUBIEVSKY (Press Service, October 29, 

1982), permission to send her husband medication for a severe kidney ailment which re­

quires surgery. She and her father-in-law, who resides in Kharkov, are prohibited from 

sending or receiving any correspondence. 

• Leningrad activist IL YA SHOSTAKOVSKY, Canadian Committee for Soviet 

Jewry Director Martin Penn and Committee member Sharon Wolfe were beaten by un­

known assailants while enroute to visit activist ABA TARATUTA. Penn and Wolfe were in 

the Soviet Union as part of an official delegation of the Canadian Parliamentary 

Committee for Soviet Jewry. Following the attack, both were interrogated by the 

Leningradj><>lice. The Parliamentarians were not present during the incident; earlier, the 

delegation had met with high-ranking Soviet officials. .......~ ... ...,,.nmED /~e\eA~ 
L~ -no--\ 1- --t.t--· 1 
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orities issued 160 exit visas to Soviet 
. This brings the total thus far in 
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Comment: The number of visas issued this year 
almost certainly will be less than 3,000, the lowest 
number since 1970. The new leadership is unlikely to 
ease Jewish emigration. Late last month Edgar Bronfman, 
the President of the World Jewish Congress, canceled a 
visit to Moscow after USA Institute Director Arbatov said 
he was "sick and tired" of discussing Jewish issues and 
would only discuss East-West relations. In addition·, 
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because such a meeting could be viewed as a conciliatory 
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Editorial 0-0454 

The Declin ) 

Anncr: Next, a VOA editorial reflecting the views of the U.S. 

Government. 

Voice: There has been little sign of progress lately in Moscow's 

record of observing human rights, but an optimist might have hoped at 

least that conditions would not get worse for those under .Soviet domination. 

Unfortunately, even optimists will find nothing cheering in the latest 

unofficial statistics on Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union. Nineteen 

eighty-two was almost certainly the worst year .since large-scale emigration 

began in nineteen seventy. By one coun_t, fewer than three thousand Soviet 

Jews were allowed to leave the country. At the high point, in nineteen 

seventy-nine, more than fifty thousand Jews were granted exit permits. 

Many minority grpups are subject to official discrimination in the 

Soviet Union, but the case of the Jews is a special one. The Soviet Jews 

are the victims of traditional religious and ethnic hatreds as well as 
the more recent Marxist antagonism to religion in any fonn. They are a 

symbol of the repression that the Kremlin engages in against other groups 

within the Soviet population -- the various religious sects, ethnics groups 

and nationalities that are condemned at best to second-class status and at 

worst to outright persecution. 

There is a special historic irony at work here. In the most terrible 

war in human history, it was the Jews, as Jew_s, and the population of the 

Soviet Union that suffered the most at Nazi hands. In a country where 
--=-· . • 

memories of the Second World War are still strong and where emotions still 

run very deep -- and where both are kept alive by official policy -- the 

persecution of the Jewish population is inexplicable. 

Freedom of movement is a basic human right. It is guaranteed by 



"" 

such international documents as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
t'l,.; 

and the Helsinki Final Act. But no country in hi story has been •; more effective. 
I . 

and systematic violator of that right. With a fonnidable array of bureau­

cratic restrictions and criminal penalties, the -Kremlin authorities use 

all the-powers of the modern police state to keep their own population 

captive. As the New Year begins, we believe that the Soviet rulers should 

consider lifting the burden of this unjust policy. 

Anncr: That was a VO~ editorial reflecting the views of the U.S. 

Government. 

;_ 
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1640 Rhode Island Ave., N. W. 
Washington , D. C. 20036 
(202) 85 7 -6600 January 28, 1983 
TWX 710-822-0068 I Cable BNA \BRITH WASH DC 

Mr. Michael Gale 
Special Assistant to the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Michael: 

As I mentioned over the phone this afternoon, B'nai B'rith is 
taking the lead in organizing events in communities across the 
United States, as well as overseas, marking the opening on March 
15th of the World Conference on Soviet Jewry in Jerusalem. These 
events, which will take a variety of forms (public rallies; black 
bread and water community meals, duplicating the prison fare of 
Soviet Jews; display of homemade banners like the ones that led 
to the arrest of Slepak and Ida Nudel; a moment of silence or 
prayer in state legislatures, etc.), will stress the despair and 
desperation of the Soviet Jewish movement today. 

We would be grateful if President Reagan would issue a statement 
on that day, noting the opening of this third World Conference 
and the plight of Soviet Jews. That statement -- which I would 
hope could be transmitted to the Soviet government -- should call 
attention to the near halt in emigration and family reunification 
(violating the "right to leave" enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights); the stepped up arrests and 
harassment of those who express the desire to leave; the Soviet 
government's campaign to extinguish virtually every vestige of 
Jewish expression; the rank discrimination against Jews in 
education and employment, which now includes degree-stripping; 
and the constant drumbeat of Soviet propaganda against Jews and 
Jewishness which could at any moment set off mass violence 
against Jews. 

Please call me if you have any questions. I am most appreciative 
of your help in this matter. 

With warm wishes. 

DEClASSIFIED /Rel~ 
.._\, 0 -110-\1- ~--g ,'5 
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GLS/yej 
0004 

v<:::e~ 
George • Spectre 
Associate Director 
International Council of 

B'nai B'rith 
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TALKING POINTS 

Express your deep concern and outrage at the continued 

persecution of Soviet Jewry. Anti-semitism is still 

rampant in the Soviet Union. Jews are denied opportunities 

to gain higher education, are prevented from securing 
_.,.,_. 

good jobs,~are thwarted from studying their own culture 

and Hebrew. 

Remark that the overall emigration picture remains bleak. 

The number of Soviet Jews emigrating from the USSR ~hct.~ 

gurnrneted and the instances of those harassed and those 

denied exit visas have increased. 

State that this Administration has persistently and 

steadfastly maintained pressure on Soviet authorities 

through statements, high level exchanges and related 

international fora. Specifically, in the CSCE Review 

Conference, Max Kampelman has continued to raise not only 

. ....iWc.l,, 
the issue of emigration but those Soviet internal practices 

denyHrg Soviet Jews their basic human rights and ~ihiel'\ il'l 

a •• eR~~ violate the letter and spirit of the Helsinki 

Accords. 

Indicate that the tragic memory of the Holocaust is a 

pointed reminder and lesson that ant~semitic practices 

must be resolutely opposed early,through all possible 
-tunt.cl. 

meansJ and must never be met with C"91'..a:rdJili"reticence. 

IELASSIFIED / lelUtS!& 
Aa8tcdr. NLf--11 D~ f 7- ~-g , 3 
i3Y J~ NARADAli: ait5l'W1'f 
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PRES IDENTIAL REMARKS: MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERSHIP 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1983 

Thank you for your kind words and for corning to -the White 

House today. I welcome this opportunity to meet with you, hear 

your concerns, and exchange ideas. Before we eha~, I want to 
~~ 

take a few moments to discuss some thoughts of my own about the r 

critical issues we face together. But, fir s t let me say that 

- I am honored today that the leaders of World Jewry, many of you 

whom I've known for so long, are meeting together here in the 

White House. 

As we remember the immigrants who made America their home, 

we must never forget the horror which befell millions of less 

fortunate Jews who remained in Europe. This week marks the 50th 

anniversary of .Adolf Hitler's rise to power. It is incumbent 

upon us all, Jews and Gentiles alike, to remember the "!';d:!l of 

Nazi Germany -- to recall how a fascist regime conceived in 

hatred brought a reign of terror and atrocity on the Jewish 

people; and to pledge that never again will the decent people of 

the world permit such a thing to occur. Never again can people 

of conscience overlook the rise of anti-sernitism in silence. 

Americans can be proud that our government -- the only .one 

other than that of Israel -- has established a Holocaust Memorial 

Council to commemorate those who perished as a result of Nazi 

terror. Those victims, millions of individual men, women and 

children whose lives were taken so senselessly, must never be 

forgotten. 
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You know, perhaps better than I, that the defeat of the 

Third Reich did not represent a final triumph over anti-semitism. 

Even today in the free world, the scourge of anti-semitism and 

racism still rears its ugly head. Too often we hear of swastikas 

painted on synagogues, of holy books and scrolls desecrated by 

hoodlums, and of terrorist attacks against the Jewish people. We 

see Jewish schools in Europe forced to employ armed guards to 

protect children, and many congregations even in this country 

hiring guards to protect worshippers during high holy days. 

These things bear witness that the fight, even in the free world, 

is not yet won. 

In less free societies, and particularly the Soviet Union, 

Jews face even greater adversity. Despite the rights enumerated 

in the Soviet constitution and in the Helsinki agreements, Soviet 

Jews are ·denied basic rights to study and practice their 

religion, to secure higher education and good jobs, or to 

emigrate freely. Heroic men and women, like Anatoly Scharansky, 

who openly proclaim their Jewish pride and desire to emigrate; 

are subjected to brutal harassment and imprisonment. [ Thus the 

Soviet Union has become the world's number one anti-semitic 

power.] 

But just as Soviet Jews will not forget their heritage ~or 
"'~ ~~"'~ ...-...,e 

abandon hope for freedom, we will not forget them~ LWe will not, · . 

as the Western democracies did four decades ago, turn a deaf ear 

to distant . pleas for help J · The Soviet press tells us that a new 

era of improved East-West relations is possible because the new 

Soviet leadership shares Western values and perspectives. We are 
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told that Mr. Andropov drinks s~otch and fine French wines, 

listen s tb jazz and rock and roll, and reads Western literature. 

The P.R. campaign orchestrated by the Kremlin leadership should 

fool no one. The fact that one wears Western cuffs on his pants 

is no ev i dence that he respects human rights. 

Make no mistake, we seek better relations with t he Soviet 

Union. We pray for the day when all Soviet citizens will enjoy 

basic human liberties; improvement in that area -- and the 

Kremlin ~nows this -- would do much to better East-West 

relation s . My Administration has persistently maintained 

pressure on Soviet authorities to live up to their agreements; 

specifica lly, in the CSCE Review Conference, our representative, 

Max Kampe lman, has continued to raise not only the emigration·· 

issue but also to challenge those Soviet internal practices which 

deny Sov i et Jews, and other citizens as well, their basic human 

rights a nd violate the letter and spirit of the Helsinki Accords. 
Sec re ~c..ry s'-'~ \ +z. ~()..~ C. \~o ch~c. ...... ~~ecl ~~~e \.!).Sw.e~ = ,+~ forei!)" to\ IW'\1$ "'e~ C.-"o"'y"°C!. 

Tho s e of us who believe in better relations with the soviet . 

Union, yet at the same time value freedom and human decency, want 

deeds -- not pledges or signals -- from the new Soviet 

leadership. There is no better way for 

releasing the prisoners of consci~nce i 

them to begin~ an by 
"-lo:P I , 1 ,as►-0 

~Sib ~~ restoring 
--i ~ 

Jewish emigration to the levels of theL---early 
-, 

Is: And, I 

might add, they could give us an accounting of one of mankind's 

true heros, Raoul Wallenberg. 

Now that I've said a few words about the constant threat of 

anti-semitism and the continuing plight of Soviet Jews, let me 

now turn to a third item I wanted to discuss with you, the Middle 
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East . America's commit ment to Israel remain s str ong and 

e nduring.· Again I ask you to focu s on deeds . Since t he 

foundation o f t h e state o f Is r ael , t he U.S. has stood by .her and 

he l ped her to pur s ue s e curity, peace a nd economic growth . Our 

fr i e ndship is base d on h i s tori c , mor a l a nd s tra tegic ties, as 

well as our shared dedi cation t o democracy. We've had 

disagr eements, as shoul d be expected between friends e ven good 

friends. But there should be no doubt, as long as I am in this 

office, America's commitment t o Israel's security is ironclad. 

Over the last year, U.S. d iplomats and Marines have been 

engaged in a campaign for peace and security in the Middle East. 

As I said last September, we b e lieve that the events of the past 

year have created new opportuni ties for peace that must not be 

lost. The current political f l uidity and general desire to break 

the cycle of terror and war pre sent a special chance to bring 

peace to this long-troubled reg ion. It is vital to the United 

States, to Israel and to all t hose who yearn for an end to the 

killing that we not let current opportunities pass by. 

The proposals I made to build an enduring peace are strongly 

rooted in the history of the region. They are based on an 

historic U.S. commitment to Is r ael's security. They reaffirm the 

Camp David Accords which deem t hat peace must bring security to , 
0.(\6 

UW\ 1 eJ 
Israel and provide for the legi timate rights of the P_alestinians. rJ~hons 

Sl!t."'" / 
Our proposals are founded on t he Camp David process -~ <:ov.ri t, I 

Re~ l1o1 ♦ 10~ 
produced the region's first me a ningful peac;e treaty, ending the ~~ ~ n 

3 .33 
state of war between Egypt and Israel. 
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•rep<l•eJ 

Israeli and Arab leaders must take the necessary risks for 
n ,,s 

Peace to take root -and bloom if we are to succeed. It is riskier ,.,-) ·1l l''"t<J." e. 
'jrec•1 c>r 

to do nothing, than to let this time pass with no tangible sign "e~o\- ,.,J ,.-5 
'",.,. 'Q , \;+ y 

of progress. We can't do it alone, and even working together we ,1. .... Isr,.­
\-.c, '> t~u. '> 

, ~r ~\.owT\ face a monumental task. We must achieve a speedy withdrawal of o.c, ...... ~,, "'S , 
c \e c..t"e r 

all foreign forces from Lebanon in a manner that guarantees that \o~•rc.\ ,.,, 
r\..c-~ 

southern Lebanon will no longer be used as a staging ground for 

terrorist attacks against Israel. demonstrate it:s 

Syr ,c, ,c" c 

" 1"c: r ~O 
c re O \ so 
~•e ,i"' ,e J 
to ,.u ,-\vJ,.,._, 

willing~show negoti:a~ing £--1:exibility ovei Leban:e!\ aBd in 51<,k 

I c~J 
the West Bank. As I have stated previously, the most significant 

action demonstrating Israel's good faith would be a settlements 

., t.'" "-je freeze. 
, '5" r\(:,"":5 

On the other hand, King Hussein should step forward, 
clir-tc.tly 

,e"_y>-+ , ... t ,""s ready to 
•vi:. ... ,Le 

negotiate peaceAwitH Israel.wtthe~t ~Fceenai~ieRs. Each 

u\~re o~ of these steps is independent but related and, for all three, the 
\...e ~ .,+-
~c..\\ l e.w-! . . time to act is now. 

The fight against anti-semitism, the struggle for Soviet 

Jewry, and the search for peace and security in the Middle East 

require courage, sacrifice, and tenacity from all parties. There 

are ample excuses for those who do not share our goals or 

dedication. But if history is the guide, those who see 

opportunities for peace and pursue them, who see injustice and 

condemn it, and who fight for liberty, will, in the end, prevail. 

We are making the future in which our children will live. Only 

the courage to act will insure that it is a more peaceful, secure ­

and free world. The Talmud tells us, "The · day is short, the work 

is great. You do not have to finish the work, neither are you 

free to desist from it." And also from the Talmud, "for God 
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could find no .vessel which was full of blessing as shalom, 

peace." 

America knows God's blessing, our cup truly runneth over. 

We seek only to share the blessings of liberty, peace and 

prosperity. Thank you and shalom. 
, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
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For Immediate Release 
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REMARKS OF THE PRESIOENT 
IN A 

MEETING WITH JEWISH LEADERS 

February 2, 1983 

The East Room 

February 2, 1983 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, and please sit down. 
And thank you very much. I've just had the opportunity to hear 
from your leaders regarding -the future of the Middle East and world 
Jewry, and I thank you all for corning to the White House today. 
We're honored to have you. And I want to take a few moments now, 
if I could, to discuss some thoughts of my own about the critical 
issues that we face together. 

First, let me say again how honored I am that the 
leaders of American and world Jewry many of you whom I've known 
over the years, are meeting together here. 

This week marks the 50th anniversary of Adolph Hitler's 
rise to power. It's incumbent upon us all, Jews and Gentiles alike, 
to remember the tragedy of Nazi Germany, to recall how a fascist 
regime conceived in hatred brought a reign of terror and atrocity 
on the Jewish people and on the world, and to pledge that never again 
will the decent people of the world permit such a thing to occur. 
Never again can people of conscience overlook the rise of anti-Semitism 
in silence. 
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But, just as Goviet Jews will not forget their own 
heritage, nor abandon hope for freedom, we will not forget them. 
We will not, as the Western democracies did four days*ago, turn a 
deaf ear to distant pleas for help. 

There are those who suggest that a new era of improved 
East-West relations is possible because the new Soviet leadership 
shares Western tastes. Well, yes, we're told that Mr. Andropov 
drinks Scotch and fine French wines and listens to jazz and rock 
and roll arid reads Western literature. Frankly, it doesn't appear 
to affect Soviet policy in Poland or Afghanistan. 

But make no mistake, we seek better relations with 
the Soviet Union. We pray for the day when all Soviet citizens 
will enjoy basic human liberties, improvement in that area. And 
the Kremlin knows this would do much better for East-West relations. 

My administration has persistently maintained pressure 
on Soviet authorities to live up to their agreements. Specifically 
in the CSCE Review Conference, our representative, Max Kampelman,· 
has continued to raise, not only the emigration issue, but also to 
challenge those Soviet internal practices which deny Soviet Jews 
and other citizens as well their basic human rights and violate the 
letter and spirit of the Helsinki Accords. Secretary Shultz has 
also discussed these issues with Foreign Minister Gromyko. Those of 
us who believe in better relations with the Soviet Union, yet, at 
the same time, value freedom and human decency, we've made it plain 
now we want deeds, not rhetoric and repression from the new Soviet 
leadership. We've had enough of words. There's no better way for 
them to begin than by releasing the prisoners of conscience in Siberia 
and restoring ·Jewish emigration to the levels of the late 1970's. 
And I might add, they could give us an accounting of one of 
mankind's true heroes, Raoul Wallenberg. 

Let me now turn to a third item that I wanted to 
,:i; c,,-.,,c,c, ~,; +-h ,.,,...,, - +-hP Mi nil l P East_._ America's commitment to Israel 
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The proposals I made to build an enduring peace are strongly rooted 
in the history of the region and are designed to promote negotiations 
thar. are designed to promote negotiations that will achieve a solution 
acceptable to all the parties. They are based on an historic U.S. 
connnitrnent to Israeli's security. They reaffirm the Camp David 
Accords which deem that peace must bring security to Israel and 
provide for the legitimate rights of the Palestinians. 

Our proposals are founded on the Camp David process 
and United Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, which 
produced the region's first meaningful peace treaty, ending the 
state of war b~tween Egypt and Israel. 

Israel and Arab leaders must take the necessary risks 
for peace to take root and bloom if we are to succeed. It is 
riskier to do nothing, to let this time pass with no tangible 
sign of progress. 

We share with Israel three goals in Lebanon: A 
speedy withdrawal of all foreign forces, a strong central govern­
ment for Lebanon with jurisdiction over all its territory and 
full and effective guarantees that Southern Lebanon will no longer 
be used as a staging ground for terrorist attacks against Israel . . 

To achieve these goals will require negotiating 
flexibility by all of the parties. 

With respect to the broader peace process, again, 
great courage and some risk will be required on both sides. Israel 
must be prepared to engage in serious negotiations over the future 
of the West Bank and Gaza. As I've stated previously, the most 
significant action demonstrating Israel's good faith would be a 
settlements freeze. On the other hand, King Hussein should step 
forward, ready to negotiate peace directly with· Israel. 

Each of these steps is independent but related. And 
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--OUR DOCUMENTATION OF TCP APPLICANTS REFERS TO THEM AS 
CONDITIONAL ENTRANTS; 

--THE REFUGEE ACT OF 1988 "DE-POLITICIZED" REFUGEE PRO­
CESS I NG BY STRIKING REFERENCE TO REFUGESS AS PERSONS 
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CERNING FAMILY REUNIFICATION; AND 

--CONDITIONAL ENTRANT PROCESSING IS A HUMANITARIAN 1/AY TO 
FACILITATE FAHILY REUNIFICATION WITHOUT LEAVING SOVIET 
EMIGRANTS HOMELESS AND UNEHPLOYED FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME . 
BT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

February 8, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL WHEELER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

l,..-, 
DODIE LIVINGSTON ~ 

Presidential Message for Soviet Jewry Meeting 

We have just received an urgent request from Michael Gale's office for 
a brief Presidential Message to the first meeting of the 98th 
Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry. 

This class will be held at 5 p.m. today. 

Would it be possible to get a draft? It does not have to be 
long. 

Many thanks! 
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Mr. Michale Gale 
Office of the Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 2500 

Dear Michael, 

February 4, 1983 

The 98th Congressipnal:I Class for Soviet Jewry, chaired 
by Steve Bartlett(R-TX) and Mel Levine(D-CA), has already 
attracted more than firty freshman members. 

A ·first meeting and reception will be· held on Tuesday, · 
February 8 at 5 p.m. in the Rayburn Building. A number of 
congressmen will be joi°ning national and community /Jewish 

: leadership for the event. / . 

Steve Bartlett is in touch with the office oi Con-· . . , 

gressional Liaison at the White House to request a brief 
statement from President Reagan. Your help in se'curing 
such a statement would be most appreciated. · ~ 

r 
· I enclose for your information the letter o"f invitation 

for the 98th Class, a list of members and a reference to the 
97th Clas$. 

Many· thanks. 

DAH:mkb 
Encs. 

Sincerely, 

David A. Harris 
Director 
NCSJ Washington : Office 

- DE~ I e~~ · 
....,. NLE- ·11or~~31o-4, 
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A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councf/s and federations 
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Dear Chris: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTON 

April 15, 1982 

On behalf of the President, I woul d li ke t o thank you for your 
March 23 l et t e r, c o signe d by Congressma n Co yne , regarding the 
~stabli s hment of t he 9 7 t h Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry. 

We are grateful to have this infor~~tion, and you may b~ assured 
that we share .the concerns you have~ expressed for the remaining 
two million Jews in the Soviet Union. I have taken the liberty 
of sharing your letter with the appropriat~ staff members here, 
and please know that we look forward to working with you and 
your colleagues on this very important issue. 1 

With best wishes, 
I 
j. 

I 
' i 
I 

Sincerely, 

; . 

.. ., 
I 

Ke nn e th M. Duberstein 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 
House of Representa t ives 
Washington, o.c. 20515 

DECLA8SIFIEI)/ Re.lea.<;e..d 
Authortlr. ~L\t-na -,, .. 30--31-6 
r:-vv ~~ NARADAtE 3ft '5(1.t>l9 



~ 98&,~gressional Class· for Soviet Jewry 
'\, 

Co-Chalrmen 
Steve Bartlett(R-TX) 
Md Levtne(D-CA) 

Dear ·Mr • 

November 22, 1982 

. . We are presently forming the 98th Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry in cooperation 
with the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, a coalition of forty major national Jewish 
.organizations and 200 local federations and community relations councils which seeks to 
improve the condition of Jews in the Soviet Union. The 98th Cl ass will be composed of 
freshman Members of Congress and wi 11 be modeled after the highly successful 97 th Con-
gressional Class which consisted of nearly fifty Membe.rs elected in 1980. 

-: ~ . . 
Since 1971, more than 260,000 Jews have left the Soviet Union, but~ recently, the rate 

of emigration has been declining precipitously (October's figure of 168 emigrants represents 
an eleven-year low.) There are now well over 10,000 refuseniks (Jews denied emigration visa1 

' in the Soviet Union, some awaiting exit visas as long as ten years, and repression of Jewish 
· religious and cultural self-study efforts continues to increase. Given there circumstances, 
it is essential that we, the new Members of Congress, show our collective solidarity with 
Soviet Jews.. : i · 

f 
The 98th' Class will promote 11Dear Colleague" letters and legislation that expresses the 

sense of Congress on this important humanitarian issue. Further, participants will be asked 
to "adopt" a, refusenik family and to advocate on its behalf, and to attenq discussions with 
key figures ·,on the Soviet Jewry issue. 

J 

The plight of Soviet Jewry is one of great and growing concern to all those in the Unh1 
States who care deeply about human rights. While participation in the 98th Class will not 
require a major time commitment, it will offer an unparalleled opportunity for newly-elected 
Members to send a strong message to Soviet Jews and to Soviet officials of the ongoing Con-­
gressional concern over the fate of the 2.5 million Jews in the USSR. 

Please return the enclosed postcard at your earliest convenience. Additional informati1 
is available upon request. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Bartlett 
Cong~essman-elect(R-TX) 

Mel Levine 
Congressman-elect(D-CA) 

SB/ML:mkb 
Encs •. 

A COALITION WITH THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W., Wushlngton. l>.C. 20036 

202/265-8114 
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February 8, 1983 

I am happy to extend my gree-tings and warm regard to 
members of the 98th CQngressional Class for Soviet 
Jewry as you conve1.>e your inaugural meeting . I 
appreciate the .,opportunity to share my thoughts on 
this vital ipsue. 

The1 issue of Soviet Jewry is of high priority to the 
Administration. We have repeatedly stated that our 
concern for human rights in general, and Soviet 
Jewry in particular, is integral to our national 
interest and remains a major focus of our foreign 
policy. 

In the last few years, we have witnessed a steady 
decrease in the number of Jews permitted to emigrate 
from the Soviet Union. The fact that levels of 
emigration have plummeted and that the instances of 
harassment and denial of exit visas have increased 
clearly signify the intensification of Soviet 
repression and arbitrary treatment of Soviet Jews. 
Jews are still denied opportunities to gain higher 
education. They are prevented from securing good 
jobs, and they are thwarted from studying their own 
culture and the Hebrew language. Clearly, anti­
semitism is rampant in the Soviet Union. 

The inhumane actions of Soviet authorities violate 
both the spirit and the letter of the Helsinki 
Accords as well as other relevant international 
agreements to which the Soviet Union is a signatory. 

I wpnt you to know that the fate of these people, as 
well as that of other Soviet citizens deprived of 
their basic human rights and freedoms, is of immense 

~/ee.\eA~ed 
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concern to this Administration. We have worked and 
will continue to work assiduously to induce more 
flexible and benign practices by Soviet authorities 
with regard to the freedom of movement and funda­
mental rights. The issue of Soviet Jewry has been 
an integral issue on the agenda of such international 
forums as the Madrid Review Meeting on CSCE and the 
meeting of the United Nations Human Rights Commission. 

We have strived to make the Soviet Union cognizant 
of the strong importance we attach to this issue as 
an essential component of security and cooperation 
in Europe and as a major issue in o.s.-soviet 
bilateral relations. Our unwavering stance has been 
that progress in the security area cannot be achieved 
without concurrent progress in human rights, particu­
larly that of emigration and family reunification. 

! 
I can assure you that we ·'will continue to seek 
opportunities to encourage the Soviet Union to 
liberalize its policies on freedom of movement and 
fundamental rights. 

Our commitment to basic human rights is spurred by 
the spirit of freedom which is the cement of our 
democratic society. We will not accept the egregious 
violations committed by Soviet authorities. In 
providing an effective response to these violations, 
we recognize that actions by concerned citizens are 
extremely important. Your meeting constitutes an 
important part of our common struggle for the rights 
of the oppressed Soviet Jews • . 

Please accept my best wishes for a most successful 
meeting. 

--------------------------------------~-------
To Michael Gale when signed. 

RR:Dobriansky:Livingston:plr 
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/M.Gale/ 

~ . Ddbf lanskj :,sc/CF 
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CONPIDBN'i'IM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIO NAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

GEOFFREY KEMP Cfo:._0,-
HOWARD J . TEIClfER ,JJJ 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 

February 14, 1983 

This memorandum responds to your request for our views on who 
should attend the Third International Conference on Sovie~ Jewry, 
with specific reference to Larry Eagleburger's letter of February 8 
(attached) . 

There are several possibilities: 

- A senior official, e.g., the Vice President, Secretary 
Eagleburger, or Ambassador Kirkpatrick; 

A lower-ranking official, e.g., Elliott Abrams; 

Secretary Shultz, if a trip by him to the Middle East 
coincides with the Conference; and 

A videotaped message from the President. 

With respect to senior officials, Eagleburger opines that the 
uncertainties of Middle East diplomacy and the strengthening of 
the perception that the Soviet Jewry problem is a U.S.-Soviet issue 
argue against attendance. While this may be ·true for the Vice 
President, Secretary Shultz or Eagleburger, we believe that 
Ambassador Kirkpatrick would manage either issue without much risk, 
provided that there were no major, controversial U.N. deliberations 
underway at the time and provided her proposed remarks were cleared 
by State and NSC. 

An address by Assistant Secretary Abrams on human rights and Soviet 
Jewry would probably satisfy the substantive interests of the 
Conference but fail to project the desired symbolism of a senior 
official. Nevertheless, if Kirkpatrick cannot do it, we would 
suggest Abrams. 

We strongly advise against a videotaped message from the President. 
Given the·· often rowdy character of these sorts of Conferences in 

- GOHF If''.!!:M I !AL 
Declassify OADR 

DECI.A8SIREo 
....,. ~/l'ISl, 't./ai11ey 
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Israel, we expect that some participants would, as Eagleburger 
notes, react discourteously. There is no doubt that the media 
would focus on audience reaction, not the President's remarks. 

On balance, we think that Jeane Kirkpatrick's participation has 
more going for it than against it. Her remarks could open with 
a message from the President. 

Recommendation 

That you call Larry Eagleburger and recommend that J€ane Kirkpatrick 
or, as a fall-back, Elliott Abrams represent the Presl:d~t at .-
the Conference and that all proposed remarks be cleared wfih ___ _ 
State ·and the NSC staff. 

Approve v Disapprove 

Attachment 

----i ( V V ~o i·- - r :: 
"'·-----· VI 

Tab A Letter of February 8, 1983 from Secretary Eagleburger 

< CONF If>EM':P IA'E. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1983 

Geoff Kemp 
~ward Teicher 

Subject: Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Please review the attached and give 
me your recommendations as to how to 
proceed. 

Ma,_ thanks 
. . /, 

,Bu ~ _ // 

~! 



Dear Bud: 

United States Dcpartm ~nt of State 

Under Secretar)' of State 

for Political Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 8, 1983 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry is to be 
held in Jerusalem this March. The organizers of the Conference 
seek to have a senior Administration official address the 
group. I understand that they have approached the Vice 
President's office, JeanVKirkpatrick and me to request our 
participation. 

I believe it would be a mistake for a senior official to 
speak at the Jerusalem conference. A prominent personal 
appearance by a senior U.S. official would reinforce the 
perception that Soviet Jewry is primarily a U.S.-Soviet issue. 
That will not help the Soviet Jews nor advance our objectives 
vis-a-vis the Soviets. 

Of even greater concerns are the difficulties that could 
spring up to face a senior official visiting Israel in March. 
The unpredictable, choppy course of Middle Eastern diplomacy 
could well create an embarrassing and potentially damaging 
situation. 

Nonetheless, we should make an effort to show the_ flag _at 
the Jerusalem meeting. If we refuse to have anyone attend, the 
Jewish community may take it as a sign that we are boycotting 
Israel or backing away from our commitment to Soviet Jewish 
rights. · 

One suggestion, which I think ~as considerable merit, is to 
ask the President to videotape a flve minute greeting to the 
conference that could be played on a large screen _during the 
opening ceremonies. This is a perfect medium for the 
President, would score points with the·American Jewish 
community, and would eliminate the need for a senior official 
to attend the meeting~ In his short message, the President 
could speak about his personal commitment to the cause of 
Soviet Jewry without port~aying it as an anti-Soviet issue, and · 
would be able to avoid any references to the Middle East. 

Mr. Robert C. McFarlane, 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs, 
The White House. 

~O:bTE I DENT IAL 
DECL: OADR 

1W »tt NARA DATE 'oh5 (iD I 9 
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There is, of course, the danger that the audience may greet 
the President's message discourteously. The probability 
depends on the course of Middle Eastern diplomacy over the next 
month. 

How do you think we should proceed on this? 

Sincerely, 

... COMFIBENTIAI, ~ 
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Drop in Oil Prices 
Hits Main Street 

Petroleum prices around the world 
plummeted in early February-along 
with gasoline prices in the U.S.-as 
producers undercut each other in a 
desperate scramble for business. 

For the first time in three years, scat­
tered service stations from Seattle to 
Miami posted gasoline prices below $1 
a gallon. That trend seemed likely to 
intensify in weeks ahead, with one oil­
producing country after another offer­
ing cheaper rates. 
· The price tumble became inevitable, 

analysts said, when the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries failed 
in January to agree on a plan to protect 
its $34-a-barrel bench-mark charge. 

Eady February saw most major 
American oil companies cut by $1 the 
amount they were willing to pay for a 
barrel of U.S. oil. That ·reduction-to 
an average of $30 to $31-was the sec­
ond such slide in American prices in 
two months. 

The Soviet Union trimmed the price 
of crude oil sold in Europe by $2.15, 
down to $29.35 a barrel. Egypt, with a 
cut of up to $2, offered to sell some of its 
exported oil for as little as $25 a barrel. 

On the European spot market, trad­
ers sold oil from Britain and Kuwait at 
$4-a-barrel discounts. Saudi Arabia saw 
its price sink to $29.55. 
• OPEC Secretary General Marc 
Nguema said the 13-nation cartel might 

l .. 

Gas In Denver: Below $1 and falling. 

be forced to officially cut prices to keep 
• from losing its market. One OPEC 

member, Nigeria, reported going five 
days without selling a barrel of oil. 

To avoid price cuts, experts ex­
plained, OPEC somehow must regain 
control of production and dry up the 
oil glut. Said William Randol, an ana­
lyst with First Boston Gorporation: 
"Without any restraint on production, 
this could turn into a free-for-all." 

Since the first of the year, the aver­
age price of gasoline in the U.S. has 
dropped a nickel a gallon to $1.18--the 

· result not only of falling oil prices but 
also of vigorous competition among re­
finers and dealers during a recession-
ary period of slack demand. . 

In early February, self-service regu­
lar sold for 88 cents a gallon in Port-

Afghanistan:· Fire, Blood and Death 
The Kremlin is reducing Afghani­

stan's population-through starvation, 
executions and even massacres-to 
make the war-racked country more 
manageable. 

That claim was voiced February 1 by 
Afghan refugees, who told lawmakers 
the Soviet Union's three-year occupa-

tion has forced a fourth of the popula­
tion info exile. Many who stay, they 
said, keep moving to escape repression 
and avoid having their children sent to 
Russia for Marxist schooling. 

"The Soviets have used every weap­
on in their arsenal against us except the 
atom bomb," said Ghafoor Yussofzai, 

Afghans show lawmakers how Soviets attacked village. 
one of six Afghans later 
asked to the White House 

• ~I l 
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~ by President Reagan . 
~c:i..-1111 ! Russian soldiers burn 

;o crops, cut down orchards 

I and turn pastures into 
mine fields, testified Omar 

1 
Babrakzai, a former judge 
in Kabul. 

Red Cross markings are 
no longer used on hospi­
tals in some areas, Ba­
brakzai said. Reason: Sovi­
et pilots use the crosses as 
targets for bombs. 

8 

Oil Search Fades 
The slumping oil mark.et is 

causing a sharp drop in drilling 
activity in the U.S. 

Hughes Tool Company, which 
sells drilling equipment, report­
ed 2,456 rigs probing for oil or 
gas in the U.S. in the last week of 
January-down 43 percent from 
drilling work a year earlier. 

Here's . how many rigs were 
drilling in the 17 busiest states-

January 
Drilling 

Texas ........... 853 
Oklahoma . . . . . . . 336 
Louisiana . . . . . . . . 325 
Kansas .......... ,142 
California .. .... ... 99 
Wyoming . .... . ... 90 
New Mexico ... . . . . 76 
Ohio ....... .. . . . . 67 
Illinois ...... . ... .. 52 
Colorado ... . .. .. . 47 
North Dakota . . . . . . 43 
West Virginia ...... 43 
Utah . . ...... .. ... 42 . 
Mississippi ...... .. 36 
Pennsylvania . . . . . . 34 
Michigan .......... 34 
Arkansas .... ... .. 31 

One-Year 
Change 

Down 36% 
Down 61% 
Down 30% 
Down 33% 
Down 42% 
Down 57% 
Down 49% 
Down 36% 
Down 41% 
Down 46% 
Down 61% 
Down 33% 
Down 24% 
Down 43% 
Down 11% 
Down 23% 
Down 16% 

land, Oreg., 94 cents in Denver, 96 in 
Wichita and 99 in South Miami. 

"This isn't a gas war," said service­
station operator Ray DePouli in Seat­
tle, who cut his price to 93 cents a 
gallon. "This is a classic case of supply 
and demand." - D 

The Afghans displayed a primitive 
drawing of Soviet tanks and aircraft at 
the village of Padkhwab-y Shana, 30 
miles from Kabul. Scoref of villagers, 
they said, hid in an underground irriga­
tion canal when Russians surrounded 
the village last September. 

The Afghans said the Soviets poured 
a yellow liquid, white powder and gaso­
line into the canal and ignited it with 
incendiary bullets. The Afghans report­
ed recovering 105 bodies, some of them 
children as young as 6 years of age. 

A day after seeing the Afghans at thn 
White House, Reagan urged Kremlin 
leader Yuri Andropov to change Soviet 
policies toward Soviet Jews, Poland 
and Afghanistan as a condition for im­
proving relations with the West. 

"We're told that Mr. Andropov 
drinks Scotch and fine French wines, 
listens to jazz and rock-and-roll and 
reads Western literature," Reagan told 
a group of Jewish leaders. "Frankly, it 
doesn't appear to affect Soviet policy in 
Poland and Afghanistan." D 

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, Feb. 14, 1983 
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•National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
10 East 40th St., New York, N.Y. 10016 

212-679-6122 

To~% 
From: Jerry Goodman rJ. · -

Executive Director 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 

I thought you might find this of interest 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

Because of your deep concern for human rights and the 
particular plight of Jews in the Soviet Union, we would 
like to have this Administration represented at the 
forthcoming Third International Conference on Soviet 
Jewry, convening in Jerusalem March 15. We understand 
that you will not be able to personally attend this 
historic gathering, but we hope an appropriate Cabinet 
level representative can open the proceedings. In 
addition, Mr. President, your personal sentiments can 
be conveyed to more than 1,000 delegates via a video 
taped message. Together with those of other heads of 
state, this would be one of the most important components 
of the conference. 

We are hopeful this request will be filled, and we look 
forward to working with your associates to facilitate this 
undertaking. 

Respectfully, 

Theodore R. Mann, Chairman 
National Conference on Soviet 
Jewry 

Julius Berman, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organizations 

This message was sent by cable to the President. 

Notional Office: 10 Eost 40th Street. Suite 907 . New York . N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 /Coble Address · AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex: 2J7J11 NC5J 
Wosh,ng1on Office : 2027 Mossochusetts Avenue. N.W .. Wosh1ng1on. DC. 200J6 • (202) 265-8114 < s,>" 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Theodore R. Monn 
Vice-Choirper5or'\S 

Robert B. Goldmann, New Yolk City 
Robbi Dovld HIii, Notional Council 

of Young Israel 
Donald Lefton, Miami 

Rita Solberg, Anti-Defamation league 
of O'nai O'rith 

on Wood, Notional Council cl Jewish Women 
Treasurer 

ervln Rlsemon, American Jewish Committee 
Financial Secretory 

1bble Abroms, Council of Jewish Federations 
Secretory 

Margery Kohtmon, Women's American 01\T 
Immediate Post Chairman 

Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles 
Executive Director 

Jerry Goodmon 
Washington Director 

Dovfd A. Horris 
Executive Committee 

(In Addition to the Officers) 
Roslyn K. Brecher, Hodossoh 

Lucille Brotman, Son Diego 
Dr. Robert 0. Freedman, Baltimore 

Robbi Dovfd Goldstein, New Orleans 
Philip lox, O'noi O'ri th 

Jules Lippert, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 

Elolne Pltt~II. Hollywood, Flo . 
Edward Robin, Los Angeles 

Herbert Rosenthal, Dallas 
Doniel Rubin, Bergen County, N.J . 

Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia 
Joel J. Sproyregen. Chicago 

WIii Stem, Jewish Labor Committee / 
Workmen's Circle 

Robbi Joseph Stemsteln, American Zionist 
Federa tion 

Marcia Weinberg, Washington, D.C. 
Former Chairmen 

Eugene Gold, Jerusalem 
Lobel Kotz, •(deceased), O'noi O'ri th 

Stanley H. Lowell, New Yo~ City 
"chord Maass. American Jewish Committee 

George Molslen, • 
United Synagogue of America 

Robbi lsroel MIiier, • 
American Zionist Federation 

Robbi Herschel Schacter, • 
Relig ious Zionists of America 
lewis H. Weinstein,• Boston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel. Notional Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb. Commission on Education 

Charlotte Jacobson, 
Soviet Jewry Research Bureau 

Dr. Seymour Lochmon, Greater New Yo~ 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Jacqueline K. Levine, 
Congressiona l Wives for Soviet Jewry 

Oernord White, 
Washington Advisory Committee 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 18, 1983 

mCLASalflED/1:tletl&eti 
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The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will 
take place in Jerusalem from March 15-17, 1983. Two previous 
conferences,held in Brussels in 1971 and 1976, were historic 
events in the annals of Western advocacy on behalf of Soviet 
Jewry, each bringing together delegates from several dozen 
countries. 

The Jerusalem Conference, like its predecessors, will 
involve major figures from political life, arts and sciences, 
acad emia, jurisprudence and many other fields, joined by 
Jewish community leadership and other supporters from around 
the world. Several hundred Americans -will be among the delegates. 

The aims of the Conference are threefold: 1) to ex press 
international solidarity with the Jewish minority in the Soviet 
Union, 2) to protest vigorously the closing of the emig ration 
gates, the pervasive anti-Semitism, and the unrelenting harass­
ment of Jewish cultural and religious expression in the U.S.S.R., 
and 3) to call upon the conscience of the world at large con­
cerning the flagrant violations of the human rights of two 
million Soviet Jews. 

Aware that your schedule does not permit your personal 
attendance at the Conference, we would like to request a 
videotaped me ssage of 3-5 minutes' duration, to be broad -
cast at the opening session. Such a message would unders core 
still further to the international community the importance 
our Government attaches to the fate of Soviet Jewry. We would, 
of course, assume all expenses associated with the videotaping . 

Pleas e have a memb e r of your staff contact, David Harris, 
director of our Washington Office, for any additional information. 

\__ ) /c ( ,1,, --;L ,,.,___ 
-;;;1.us Berman 
Chairman, Conference of 
Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organiz a tions 

Respectfully, 

-;·: i<. f-1(1 ~--
Th'.eodore R. Mann 
Chairman, National Conference 

on Soviet Jewry 

A coa lit ion of fo rt y ma jor national organizations and over two hundred local communi ty counci ls and federat ions 

National Office 10 East 40th Street. Su11e 907. New Yolk. N.Y 10016 • (212) 679 -6122 / Coble Address AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex 2J7J11 NG.I 
Washing ton OfftCe 2027 Massachusetts Avenue N W .. Washington D C 200J6 • (202) 265-81 14 ..,_~> .. 
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FcbrUc1ry C, 1983 

I c: :·., 1:appy to e;-:tenc1 my greEtins-s ~nd wc:rm r eqard to 
merr.bE:l."S of the 98th Congression2.l Class fer Soviet 
Jewry as you convene your inaugural meeting. I 
appreciate the opportuni t11 to share ray thoughts on 
this vital issue. 

The issue of Soviet Jewry is of high priority to the 
Administration. We have repeatedly stated that our 
concern for human rights in general, and Soviet 
Jewry in particular, is integral to our national 
interest and remains a major focus of our foreign 
policy. 

In the last few years, we have witnessed a steady 
ciecrcase in the number of Jews permitted to emigrate 
£rem the Soviet Union. The fact that levels of 
emigration have plummeted and that the instances of 
harassment and denial of exit visas have increased 
clearly signify the intensification of Soviet 
repression and 2.rbitrary treatment of Soviet Jews. 
Jews are still 6.e11ied opportunities to gain higher 
education. They are prevented from securing good 
jobs, 2.nd they are thwarted from studying their own 
culture and the Hebrew language. Clearly, anti­
sen~i tis~ is rampant in the Soviet Union. 

The inht.:.."11ane actions of Soviet authorities violate 
both the spirit and the letter of the Helsinki 
Accords as well as other relevant international 
agreements to which the Soviet Union is a signatory. 

I want you to know that the fate of these people, as 
~ell as that of other Soviet citizens deprived of 
their basic human rights and freedoms, is of immense 

Vte(eo.~ 
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concern to this AaLinistrution. We have worked and 
will continue to ,,mrl~ c:~siduously to induce rr:or e 
flexible and benign practices by Soviet uuthorities 
with regard to the freeclon: of movement and funda­
mental rights. The issue of Soviet Jewry hae been 
~n integral issue en t he agenda of such international 
forums as the Eadrid Rcvie, .' h:;cting o r. CSCE anc:i the 
mee. ting of the Uni tcd 1-;: c:-, t ions Jll..lli'an Rights Cor:-1nission. 

We have strived t o sake the Soviet U~ion cognizant 
of the st::cng .::-·Fortance \·.'e attach to this issue as 
an essenti2.l c::mpor:ent of security and coope::ation 
in Europe and as a major issue in U.S.-Soviet 
bilateral relation r . Our unwnvering stance has been 
that progress in the security a rea cannot be achieved 
without concurrent progress in human rights, particu­
larly that of emigration a nd fami ly reunification. 

I can assure you th2t we will continue to seek 
opportunities to encourage the Soviet Union to 
liberaliz e its policies on freedom of movement and 
fundament~l ri9hts. 

Our commitment to basic hurr,a,n rights is spurred by 
the spirit of freedom which is the cement of our 
democratic society. We will not accept the egregious 
violations corrnit t ed by Soviet authorities. In 
providins an effective r esponse to these violations, 
we recognize that actions by concerned citizens are 
extremely important. Your meeting constitutes an 
important part o f our common struggle for the rights 
of the oppressed Sov i et Jews. 

Please accept rnv best wishes for a most successful 
meeting. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 24, 1983 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY~') 

SUBJECT: Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held 
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. It will involve major 
figures from political life, the arts and sciences, and academia 
joined by Jewish community leadership. 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the 
President send a videotaped message of three-five minutes 
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session (Schedule 
Proposal forthcoming). They have also asked that an Adminis­
tration official attend the Conference and deliver a lengthy 
address on Soviet Jewry. Two candidates were proposed: Under 
Secretary Eagleburger and U?rAmbassador Kirkpatrick. Due to a 
previous commitment, Eagleburger has declined; Ambassador 
Kirkpatrick, however, is interested but would like to receive 
verbal White House (NSC) clearance as soon as possible, followed 
by written clearance. Kirkpatrick's representation has been 
strongly endorsed by the American Jewish community organizations 
and the State Department. 

I recommend th;{~ give clearance on her participation. 

Howard Teicheraoncurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Ambassador Kirkpatrick be the Administration's representa­
tive to the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Approve 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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SPERTUS COLLEGE OF JUOAICA 

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 

February 24, 1983 

103051 Moskva USSR 
UL Yerrrolova l0A, Ministurstvo Yustitsii RSFSR 
Ministry V.M. Blinovu 

Dear Minister Blinovu: 

Joseph Begun, Osipenko St. 17, Strunino, Vladimir Oblast, RSFSR, was 
arrested on November 7th and is currently being held in Vladimir prison 
for pre-trial interrogation. 

The evidence being used against him includes materials confiscated from 
the apartment of a friend. None of the materials confiscated are of 
anti-Soviet nature, all being materials for the t~aching of Hebrew 
language which, in fact, appears now to be on trial. 

The Soviet government has consistently maintained that the teaching of 
Hebrew language is not illegal in the Soviet Union. We are aware that 
Hebrew is taught to a few non-Jews at Moscow University, however, Jews 
outside Moscow University attempting to teach Hebrew are officially 
harassed and often imprisoned. This inconsistency appears to be a 
flagrant contradiction of Soviet policy. 

We must ask if the arrest of Joseph Begun is intended to be a threat to 
others involved in the teaching of Hebrew? The apparent hypcx:::risy and 
contradiction of your government's actions against Begun and other Hebrew 
teachers casts serious question on the ability of the United States 
government to recognize and accept a nuclear disarmament treaty with the 
Soviet government. Americans seriously question our ability to verify 
Soviet compliance. 

Knowing the Soviet official policy, one would have to find suspect your 
government's action. 

My colleagues join me in requesting the imnediate release of Joseph 
Begun. 

618 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60605 (312) 922-9012 
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I \oX:>uld like to ask that in your official fX)Sition you reach out to your 
colleagues in high leadership positions to ceappraise what seems to be a 
policy of repression against Hebrew teachecs. 

Since it has been brought to the world's attention that Hebrew is taught 
to a few select non-Jews in Moscow University, I would like a verification 
of why Jews are punished for trying to teach the same languag~ outside the 
University domain. ' 

I will be in touch with leading academicians in the U.S. and the West who 
share the sane concerns. 

I am looking forward to a positive meaningful reply. 

Sincerely yours, 

~;fid_'t~ 
David Weinstein 
Chancellor 
Distinguished Service Professor of Hebrew Studies 

IM:rds 

cc: President Ronald Reagan 
Secretary of State George Schultz 
International Cornnission of Jurists 
The Honorable Max Kampelman 
Senator Charles Percy 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

COHFIDEU'ilIAL February 24, 1983 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY~') 

SUBJECT: Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 

The Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry will be held 
in Jerusalem from March 15 - 17, 1983. It will involve major 
figures from political life, the arts and sciences, and academia 
joined by Jewish community leadership. 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry has requested that the 
President send a videotaped message of three-five minutes 
duration to be broadcasted at the opening session (Schedule 
Proposal forthcoming). They have also asked that an Adminis­
tration official attend the Conference and deliver a lengthy 
address on Soviet Jewry. Two candidates were proposed: Under 
Secretary Eagleburger and UN Ambassador Kirkpatrick. Due to a 
previous commitment, Eagleburger has declined; Ambassador 
Kirkpatrick, however, is interested but would like to receive 
verbal White House (NSC) clearance as soon as possible, followed 
by written clearance. Kirkpatrick's representation has been 
strongly endorsed by the American Jewish community organizations 
and the State Department. 

I recommend that NSC give clearance on her participation. 

Howard Teicher concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Ambassador Kirkpatrick be the Administration's representa­
tive to the Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Approve _____ _ Disapprove -------

CONFIBENTlAL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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