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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW @2892
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Hiyos
E. O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: UR, US, ODIP
SUBJECT: CHERNENKO FUNERAL DELEGATIONS - INFORMATION
- AS OF 190086 MOSCOW TIME

7 WE HAVE GLEANED INITIAL INFORMATION ON THE COMPOSITION
OF SOME OF THE MAJOR FOREIGN DELEGATIONS TO CHERNENKO' S
FUNERAL FROM FOREIGN EMBASSIES HERE IN MOSCOW. THE
INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AS OF 1908 MOSCOW TIME MARCH 11.

BELGIUM -- PROBABLY VICE PRIME MINISTER JEAN GOL;

DENMARK -- PROBABLY PRINCE HENRIK AND PRIME MINISTER
SCHLUETER;

FRANCE -- EITHER PRESIDENT MITTERAND OR PRIME MINISTER
FABIUS PLUS FOREIGN MINISTER DUMAS (WHO IS ALREADY HERE);

FRG —-- CHANCELLOR KOHL AND POSSIBLY GENSCHER ;
GREAT BRITIAN -- FCO HAS REPORTEDLY RECOMMENDED THAT
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER ATTEND;

INDIA -- PRIME MINISTER RAJIV GANDHI (DEFINITE) ;

IRELAND -- PROBABLY PRESIDENT HILLERY;

NETHERLANDS -- FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DEN BROEK.

2. THE SHORT TIME PERIOD BETWEEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF
CHERNENKO’ S DEATH AND THE FUNERAL HAS CAUSED GOVERNMENTS
TO SCRAMBLE TO CHOOSE THEIR DELEGATIONS. MOST

EMBASSIES HERE HAVE HAD LITTLE WORD, BUT EXPECT THEIR
DELEGATIONS TO BE SIMILAR TO THOSE SENT TO ANDROPOV’' S
FUNERAL LAST YEAR. WE WILL PROVIDE UPDATES AS THE
INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. HARTMAN
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E.0. 12356: DECL:OADR
TAGS: PGOV, UR
SUBJECT: OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHERNENKO DEATH

1. € - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. CHERNENKO’S DEATH "AFTER A SERIOUS ILLNESS" WAS
ANNQUNCED AT 1460 MOSCOW TIME ON_MOSCOW RADIO AND
TELEVISION. TIME OF DEATH WAS GIVEN AS 1928 ON MARCH
16.  HARTMAN
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TAGS: OVIP, PREL, US, UR, KE

SUBJECT: COMPOSITION OF FUNERAL DELEGATIONS FOR
- CHERNENKO FUNERAL

REF: STATE ©72743

1. GOK WILL BE REPRESENTED AT CHERNENKO FUNERAL BY
FOREIGN MINISTER ELIJAH W. MWANGALE, WHO IS CURRENTLY
ATTENDING A MEETING IN GENEVA.

2. MFA’S OFFICE OF PROTOCOL HAS ASKED FOR THE
COMPOSITION OF THE U. S. DELEGATION. PLEASE ADVISE.
THOMAS
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5: - SPOT COMMENTARY: uGozbachev Named Funeral Commission Chairman

= — TASS .announced this morning that Party Secretary Gorbachev
—-=  has been named to head the commission for General Secretary

= - = Chernenko's funeral, scheduled for Wednesday. The announcement
= came less than an hour after the Soviet media officiglly

="":- agpounced Chernenko's death. According to Yugoslav pedia, the
__z=— Central Committee is now meeting to name a successot,_
e

‘3f§§§§ Comment: The naming of Gorbachev to chair the funeral

—=— c¢mnission-1s a strong indication that he will succeed Chernenko
ag General. Secretary. Both Androoov and Chernenkt chaired the
funeral commissions of their predecessors. Gorbachey was named
—=——_ tq head the commission with unusual swiftness. Six _and a half
= bhqurs elapsed between the official announcement of Andropov's
——... dgath and the maming of his funeral commission. Andyopov was
 T==——" n@med to head Brezhnev's funeral commission four and a half hours
—i==_ afjter the death announcement.

- The rapxd pace of events so far suggests that a Successor
=== Wwjll be named-promptly, possibly within the day, but at least by
tpmorrow. .Both Andropov and Chernenko were named to the top post
pgior to the(inne:al.
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E. O. 12356: DECL: 3/11/86

TAGS: PREL, UR, NO

SuBJ: CHERNENKO FUNERAL: NORWEGIAN ATTENDANCE

s C-ENTIRE TEXT

2. MFA INFORMS US THAT GON IS PLANNING TO BE REPRESENTED
AT CHERNENKO' S FUNERAL BY A DELEGATION COMPOSED OF:
CROWN PRINCE HARALD, PRIME MINISTER KAARE WILLOCH

AND NILS MORTON UDGAARD, STATE SECRETARY IN THE PRIME
MINISTER' S OFFICE. THIS DELEGATION FOLLOWS THE PATTERN
OF THOSE SENT TO BREZHNEV' S AND ANDROPOV’' S FUNERALS
STUART
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Presidential Condolence Message to
Acting Head of State

Please accept my condolences on the death of the Chairman
of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, Konstantin Ustinovich

Chernenko.

At this solemn time, I wish to reiterate the strong desire
of the American people for world peace. Although the problems
which divide our countries are many and complex, we can and
must resolve our differences through dialogue and negotiation.
Our two delegations are sitting down in Geneva to begin
negotiation on how to reduce and eliminate nuclear weapons. We
must seize the opportunities for peace. We need to find ways
to reduce the threat and use of force in solving international
disputes. We must also establish a working relationship that
builds greater trust and cooperation between us. I hope that
the Soviet leadership will join with me with renewed dedication
to create a firm and durable basis for better relations between
our two countries.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan
Hi's Eyes l&»\'«
7O Vas/ly Val, lyeu,LL 763«&’:001

Fn.c‘fbyu/7

mM,J/ fL.fu Jr hj
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Secretary's Message to Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko

Please accept my condolences on the death of Geaerai’[XauMMa“
Seeretary-Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko. I am sure his loss
will be felt deeply by you and all of the Soviet leadership.

As we face the many, complex issues before our two
countries, I wish to reaffirm the American desire for peaceful
and cooperative relations between us. We need to find ways to
reduce the vast stockpiles of armaments in the world. We are
dedicated to sustained efforts to reduce the threat and use of
force in solving international disputes and to establish working
relationships with the Soviet Union that contribute to greater
cooperation and understanding. Our negotiations in Geneva
offer the best possible hope for progress toward our ultimate
goal of eliminating the threat of nuclear war and creating a
safer world. Putting our relations on a more stable and
constructive basis for the long term will continue to be a
matter of the highest importance to my government, and I look
forward to working with you toward this objective.

Sincerely,

George P. Shultz



WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT

The President has sent a message of condolence to Acting
Head of State, Vasiliy Vasil'yevich Kuznetsov, on the death of
Chairman and General Secretary Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko.
In his message, the President reaffirmed his commitment to peace
and to working for a cooperative relationship with the peoples
of the Soviet Union and the Soviet government. The President
called upon the Soviet leadership to seize the opportunity
offered by the negotiations about to begin in Geneva to make
progress toward our shared goal of eliminating nuclear weapons
from the face of the earth.

In our relations with the Soviet Union, the United States
has three basic goals: to reduce significantly the unacceptably
high numbers of weapons which now exist; to eliminate the use
and the threat of force in international relations; and to
develop greater trust and confidence in our relations with the
Soviet Union overall. Our nations share an interest in the
development of stable and constructive relations for the long

term.

We believe that the problems which exist in U.S.-Soviet
relations can be resolved and that progress is possible in the
near term. We cannot achieve progress single-handedly, but we
will do our part to bring it about. The United States hopes to
work with the Soviet leadership to build on common 1nterests in
order to help create a better and safer world.



STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ

The President has sent a message of condolence to the Soviet
leadership on the death of General Secretary Konstantin
Ustinovich Chernenko, and I have sent a similar message to

Foreign Minister Gromyko.

The problems which engage our two countries are many and
complex. They will not be quickly or easily resolved. But they
must be resolved peacefully, and progress is possible in many

arease.

Our negotiators in Geneva are about to tackle the critical
issues of reducing nuclear weapons and advancing toward the
ultimate goal of eliminating them from the face of the earth.
We want to work with the Soviet Union to avoid miscalculation
and help reduce the threat or use of force as a solution to
tensions in troubled areas of the world. We want to work with
the Soviet Union to resolve problems in our bilateral
relationship to mutual benefit, and build greater trust and
confidence in the way we deal with each other.

Our goal is a more stable and constructive relationship
between our counries for the long term, and our policy toward
the USSR will be patient, consistent and realistic.
Opportunities for genuine peace and for progress in US-Soviet
relations exist, and we will do our part to bring that about.
We would like to count on Soviet willingness to work with us to
that end.
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Chernenko Death and Geneva Talks

(]

We note the passing of Chairman Chernenko and I am
sending condolences to the Soviet leadership.

We will deal with the new Soviet leader with an open
mind and will continue to make every effort to improve
our relations and lower the levels of nuclear arms.

I am pleased that the negotiations in Geneva will open
as scheduled.

We're ready

o

Lots of hard preparation has been done.

We have concrete, constructive proposals; will be
interested in Soviet ideas; will be flexible; hope
Soviets are equally prepared for serious give and take.

Will be a long and hard process -- patience, strength,
and Allied unity are required.

We are realistic about differences between ourselves
and the Soviets. While pursuing arms control, we will
also press for progress in regional, bilateral and
human rights issues.

I cannot go into details of our negotiating positions
or hypothetical tradeoffs, as we want to respect the
confidentiality of the negotiating process.

The New Talks

°

Short-term: priority is to reduce US and Soviet
offensive nuclear forces -- systems wh1ch exist now and
which threaten entire populations.

Medium-term: if research bears out, discuss how US and
USSR can move away from relying solely on threat of
nuclear retaliation toward greater reliance on defenses
which threaten no one (the morally preferable
approach) .

Long-term: goal is the ultimate elimination of nuclear
weapons.

As we negotiate for nuclear arms reduction, we need to
bear in mind the necessity of remaining firm in

our resolve to maintain an adequate deterrence to war.
Our negotiating flexibility must be coupled with
firmness and resolve if it is to be effective in
producing the outcome we all desire =-- radical
reductions in nuclear weapons as a step toward the
ultimate goal in eliminating them.
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ARAS THLKS 70 START AT PLANNEDR BESPITE CHERNMERKD BERTH
GEWEVAR: BARCH 44, REUTER - U.5.-SOUIET RRRS HEGOTIRTIONS HILL

OPEN IR GENEUR TOMORROW RS SCHEDULED I P}TE THE DERTH OF

SOUIET PRESIDENT KONSTANTIN CHERNERKO. § U.5, SPOKESHAN SRID.
THE DELEGRTION SPOKESHAN: WHO MARE THE ANNOURCERERT \HQRTL&

RFTER CHERNERKO®S DERTH UAS CONFIRRED IN ROSCOHs SRID OFFICIALS

GF THE TWO DELEGRTIONS MRDE THE BECISION 70 GO RHERD AT A

REETIRG IN GEKEUR THIS MORNING.

REUTER 744



REGSU 144101 C2CHYIUYD
RL-CHERNENKDO-GORBACHEY *®*URGENT
GOREACHEY HANED T0 HEAD CHERNENKO FUNERAL COMRISSION
- WOSCOWs BARCH 431, REUTER - NIKHAIL GOREBACHEU: 54+ MRS NAKER
TODAY RS HEAD OF TRE COWNISSION ORGANIZING THE FUNERARL OF LATE
AOUIET PRESIDENT KONSTANTIN CHERKNENKO. THE QFFICIAL NEMS RGENCY
TH3S 5RID.
THIS URS INTERPRETED BY UESTERN DIPLONRTS RS EFFECTIVELY
"ORFIRMING HIS POSITION A% HEIR-RPPRRENT.
CHERNENKD HERRER THE CORRISSION ORGARIZING THE FURERARL OF RIS
PRERECESSOR YURD ARIROPOY,
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MEMORANDUM 90262 X
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL /{M 05
)
~—TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
March 8, 1985
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MGFARLANE
FROM: JACK MATLOC

SUBJECT: Report of Chek¥nenko Death

You will have seen the report Bk indicating that,

Chernenko had died but the news was being withheld until
after the holiday (International Women's Day). (The motivation
cited is plausible, since thie is a big holiday in the Soviet
Union and is considered a joyful one.)

There is, however, no other indication that Chernenko has died,
except for an alert originating with BBC, which could have been
asked to monitor broadcasts by the UK government on the basis of
the same report that we have. If the Soviets have decided to
withhold the information for a day, however, one would not expect
to see indications in the media, and as of noon today there have
been no signs of unusual programming. More significant perhaps
is the report that the Shcherbitsky delegation here has done
nothing to alter their travel plans. (It is virtually incon-

ceivable that Shcherbitsky would not be notified if Chernenko had
in fact died.)

Fritz Ermarth, the Agency's NIO for the Soviet Union, believes
that there is no more than a 50/50 chance that the report of
Chernenko's death is correct, and I concur.

However that may be, this report serves as a reminder that we may
very well be faced with Chernenko's death without advance notice.
Therefore, the question of whether or not the President attends
the funeral will arise once again. While we cannot anticipate
all the particulars which may be relevant at the time the event

occurs, it would probably be prudent to discuss the matter with
the President.

It seems to me that arguments for and against the President's
attendance are fairly evenly balanced, and I would not be
inclined to come down hard on either side. On the positive side
one can say that our relations started to be more civil under

“FOP—SECRET/SENSITIVE
Declassify on: OADR

DEGLASSIFIED IN R'r,,

| NLS
u,ﬁ&l_._ NARA, Date o2
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Chernenko than under his predecessors, and also that without a
KGB background Chernenko is marginally more savory than Andropov
was. This makes it somewhat easier for the President to be seen
honoring him. The President's attendance at the funeral would
also disarm those critics who accuse him of not doing enough to
communicate with the Soviet leaders.

On the other hand, there are no strong substantive reasons for
him to go. The precedent has already been established for the
Vice President to do this duty, and there will certainly be no
offense if he goes once again. Any conversation the President
would have with a successor would necessarily be short, and there
are arguments for waiting until a more substantive summit can be
arranged.

If the President is interested in considering attendance at the
funeral, we should give some thought to how the trip and announce-
ment should be handled in order to maximize the advantages.
Obviously, we should do so in the most discreet fashion.

Recommendation:

That you encourage the President to consider what his position
should be in regard to attending Chernenko's funeral, and if he
is inclined to go this time to let vou know so some very discreet
contingency planning can be done.

Approve tﬁ¥a77 Disapprove

Attachment: !

_IOR-SPCRET/SENSITIVE ;!

Declassify on: OADR -

-----
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

1 - 8 March 1985

SPOT COMMENTARY: USSR--Reports That Chernenko Has Died

Around 0700 Washington

cial source
. We have no further details from that source.

Soviet Politburo members minus Chernenko and Romanov,
appeared at a meeting yesterday in the Bolshoy Theater in honor
of the holiday, It is not unusual for ceremonies to be held on a
day other than the actual holiday. :

Moscow media are
tollowlng scheduled programming, with features devoted. to the
holiday.

the Soviets in the
ashington have displayed no

e eleg
unusual acttvity thus far

Comment: In the last two cases, the Soviets announced the
death of the Soviet leader in about 24 hours. It is possible
Chernenko might be dead and the Politburo is withholding the
nevs, If Chernenko really is dead, we believe the Politburo will
not withhold the news much longer. With each hour that passes
information, the story becomes more unlikely to be true.
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CHERNENKO FUNERAL
Should President attend?
PROS
- Atmosphere of relations has improved somewhat.
- Chernenko has no KGB background.

- Would demonstrate President's desire to deepen contacts and
solve problems.

- Would be welcomed in Europe.

- Gorbachev seems likely to be named Gen.Sec. and it would be
useful to meet him early on.

- Attendance would undercut Soviet propaganda that President
is hostile to Russians as people.

- At least some important allied leaders are likely to be
there; it now appears 95% certain that Thatcher will go and
it is most likely Kohl will go. Mitterand has not yet
decided =-- would probably go if President does.

- No compelling reason to do things differently this time.

- In setting funeral so early (Wednesday), Soviets may intend
to discourage high-level attendance.

- Logistics will be difficult; departure required tonight or
early tomorrow.

- Meeting with Gorbachev would necessarily be very short.

- Some in U.S. would criticize as indicating overeagerness to
reach agreements.

* * * * * * * *

NOTE

If President is inclined to go, we should not be too hasty in
making a public announcement. We should take time to check
discreetly with Soviets to make sure his attendance would be
welcomed. Also, Allied leaders would doubtless welcome a "heads
up."



i

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM “\

PAGE ©1 OF @2 m DTG: 1117@1Z MAR 85 PSN: 239830
SIT110 ' TOR: ©7@0,1732Z

DE RUEHMO #2992 ©7017082
O 111761Z MAR 85 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8067

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 1476
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE @300
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 9991
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 7382
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 8715
AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 7860
AMEMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE 7356
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 42891
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2680
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE IMMEDIATE 2934
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 3029

=N F—I—Db—fE—N—T1AT

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOWwW @298%82

J45
wﬂvﬂ’

e

1. WE HAVE GLEANED INITIAL INFORMATION ON THE COMPOSITION
OF SOME OF THE MAJOR FOREIGN DELEGATIONS TO CHERNENKO' S .
FUNERAL FROM FOREIGN EMBASSIES HERE IN MOSCOwW. THE
INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AS OF 1900 MOSCOW TIME MARCH 11.

BELGIUM -- PROBABLY VICE PRIME MINISTER JEAN GOL;
DENMARK =-- PROBABLY PRINCE HENRIK AND PRIME MINISTER
SCHLUETER;

FRANCE -- EITHER PRESIDENT MITTERAND OR PRIME MINISTER
FABIUS PLUS FOREIGN MINISTER DUMAS (WHO IS ALREADY HERE)

FRG —-- CHANCELLOR KOHL AND POSSIBLY GENSCHER ;
GREAT BRITIAN -- FCO HAS REPORTEDLY RECOMMENDED THAT
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER ATTEND

INDIA -- PRIME MINISTER RAJIV GANDHI (DEFINITE) ;

IRELAND -- PROBABLY PRESIDENT HILLERY;

NETHERLANDS -- FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DEN BROEK.

2. THE SHORT TIME PERIOD BETWEEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF
CHERNENKO’' S DEATH AND THE FUNERAL HAS CAUSED GOVERNMENTS
TO SCRAMBLE TO CHOOSE THEIR DELEGATIONS. MOST

EMBASSIES HERE HAVE HAD LITTLE WORD, BUT EXPECT THEIR
DELEGATIONS TO BE SIMILAR TO THOSE SENT TO ANDROPOV' S
FUNERAL LAST YEAR. WE WILL PROVIDE UPDATES AS THE
INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. HARTMAN
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