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THE WHITE HOUSE |

WASHINGTON

September 3, 1981

TO: Richard Allen - : cc Ed Meese
FROM: Helene von Damm

SUBJECT: Avital Shcharansky

During our visit to Israel we had occasion to visit with Avital
Shcharansky again. 1In a conversation with Ursula she inquired if the
President or the Administration had any word on her husband.
Evidently, when she met with the President he promised her to
personally check into the situation.
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| NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
CONF}hENTIAL September 10, 1981
N\
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RICHARD PIPES F(

SUBJECT: Conversation with Avital Shcharansky

In response to your query (Tab I), I called Avital Shcharansky

in Jerusalem this morning to learn if she had any news of her
husband. She said she was just about to talk to Anatolii's

mother in Moscow and would call me back. She telephoned at

2:00 p.m, to say that there was no news. The requests from
Anatolii's mother to see officials who could give her information
have been repeatedly turned down. He was supposed to have ended
his term in solitary confinement on July 13. He has not been
heard from for four and a half months and the worst is feared. (C)

Could one not seek information on this matter from Dobrynin
or Bessmertnykh?

CONFMDENTIAL
Review\September 10, 1987.

DECLASSIFIE
NLS OG- M[ (¥ 9290
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Mrs. Shcharansky's call to Mr. Pipes on Thursday, September 10, 1981,
2:00 p.m. from Jerusalem, Israel.

She talked to her mother-in-law in Moscow...just a little while
ago. The mother-in-law has had no news and thinks that something
very bad has happened to her son in prison. Anatol's mother
hasn't seen him for a year, has had no letters for four and a
half months.

This week she tried very hard to be received by some Soviet
authorities responsible for that and they would not see her --
and no answers on questions about her son.

Next week, Monday, she will try to go to the authorities again.
She wants very much to see her son and writes many letters to the
authorities asking to be given permission to see her son to be
sure he is alive. She thinks it is important now to find out

if he is alive and where he is since on July 13 he should have
finished is solitary confinement sentence.

Nothing has been heard and this is what she said (the mother-in-law
said) .

Mrs. Shcharansky said, if there is anything you, Mr. Allen or the
President can do, it would be very helpful.
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- 5388 add-on
MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

CONF%EENTIAL September 14, 1981
N\

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR.RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RICHARD PIPES é/f

SUBJECT: Anatolii Shcharanskii

I had a call today at 3:30 p.m. from Avital Shcharanskii.
She talked to her mother~in-law who had received, at long
last, a letter from her son. It is dated August 30 and
written from the prison hospital. He had been confined
there on August 26, suffering from blackouts, high blood
pressure, and heart malfunction. Avital says that he had
never suffered such symptoms before; it is the effect of
nine months (!) of solitary confinement, which is due to
terminate in early November. (According to Soviet law, six
months solitary is the maximum term.) Avital thinks that
the release of this letter may be a Soviet response to
Anatolii's mother's announcement that she feared he -was no

longer alive. (C) WH
| Y “W v

WQ\.«\*

DECLASSIFIED
CONFIQENTIAL NLs _E0bL- #9294
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M/

MEMORANDUM
CONFTDENTTAL NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
<
INFORMATION , | September 14, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RIcHARD pIpEs M
SUBJECT: Shcharanskii

At 4:30 p.m. today had call from Jerusalem from Joseph Mendelevich.
He referred to the new disquieting information about Anatolii
Shcharanskii and asked me. to convey to you the sense of urgency

that something be done. The "something” could take the form of
two measures:

1. Insisting on a visit by some neutral person to see Shcharanskii
and determine the actual state of his health; and

2. Exchanging Shcharanskii for a Soviet spy in U.S. or South
Africar custody; he implied that he had information that
this was thought of but not implemented. (C)

CONFIENTIAL .
Review\September 14, 1987. DECLASS

gy T NARA, DATE J.é/LE/QJ
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
CONF}BENTIAL September 14, 1981
N
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RICHARD PIPES A

SUBJECT: Anatolii Shcharanskii

I had a call today at 3:30 p.m. from Avital Shcharanskii.
She talked to her mother-in-law who had received, at long
last, a letter from her son. It is dated August 30 and
written from the prison hospital. He had been confined
there on August 26, suffering from blackouts, high blood
pressure, and heart malfunction. Avital says that he had
never suffered such symptoms before; it is the effect of
nine months (!) of solitary confinement, which is due to
terminate in early November. (According to Soviet law, six
months solitary is the maximum term.) Avital thinks that
the release of this letter may be a Soviet response to
Anatolii's mother's announcement that she feared he was no
longer alive. (C)

. DECLASSIFIED
CONFI\DENTIAL NLS _FDlz ] “4‘!4@;6} 7

Review September 14, 1987.
By __LOT NARA, DATE L213/7
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

UNCLASSIFI with September 16, 1981
CONFID AL Attachment

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM: RICHARD PIPES *f

SUBJECT: Status Report on Anatolii Shcharanskii

As requested in your note (Tab II), at Tab I is a memorandum
to the President apprising him of the latest information
available regarding Anatolii Shcharanskii.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments:
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab II Pipes to Allen memorandum of September 10.

UNCLASSIFIED with )
Attachments
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5388
MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
CONFIDENTIAL
N
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN

SUBJECT: Status Report on Anatolii Shcharanskii

Avital Shcharanskii, whom you met last May 28, had not heard
from her imprisoned husband for four and half months. Her
mother-in-law had no news either, her letters being returned.
There was serious fear that Anatolii Shcharanskii was no
longer alive. (C).

Fortunately, a few days ago Anatolii's mother received a
long letter from her son, dated August 30, from which it
transpires that he was hospitalized a few days before as a
result of recurrent blackouts, high-blood pressure, and some
heart problems. His wife tells us that he had never had
such problems before and they are probably the result of his
having spent nine months in solitary confinement (three
months longer than Soviet law provides as the maximum
incarceration in solitary). (C)

CONF NDENTIAL
Review\September 16, 1987.

DECLASSIFIED

NLS _@L:LLM"Y
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5388
MEMORANDUM 0%&/

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
coné}BENTIAL September 10, 1981
N\

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RICHARD PIPES P(

SUBJECT: Conversation with Avital Shcharansky

In response to your query (Tab I), I called Avital Shcharansky

in Jerusalem this morning to learn if she had any news of her
husband. She said she was just about to talk to Anatolii's

mother in Moscow and would call me back. She telephoned at

2:00 p.m. to say that there was no news. The requests from
Anatolii's mother to see officials who could give her information
have been repeatedly turned down. He was supposed to have ended
his term in solitary confinement on July 13. He has not been
heard from for four and a half months and the worst is feared. (C)

Could one not seek information on this matter from Dobrynin
or Bessmertnykh?

coNFI\mr:NTIAL
RevieW\geptember 10, 1987.

DECLASSIFIED

LS qu |
N $
g b NARA, onte L2127
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5388 add-on

MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

September 18, 1981

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM: RICHARD PIPES

SUBJECT: Cable from Avital Shcharanskii

The attached cable arrived from Avital Shcharanskii today.

Apparently she was uncertain that the information she passed
on to me on Monday, September 14, actually reached you.

Attachment
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5925 re-do
MEMORANDUM
' NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

October 26, 1981

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: * PAULA DOBRIANSKY V)

SUBJECT: Issuance of Commemorative Stamp of Wallenberg

Attached at Tab II is a letter from Norma Holmes, EU Wireless
Editor (International Communication Agency), to the President
recommending the issuance of a commemorative stamp of Raoul
Wallenberg. Her suggestion is most timely and worthwhile, but

not feasible. According to the criteria set forth by the Citizens'
Stamp Advisory Committee (U.S. Postal Service), which reviews and
judges all stamp proposals, a stamp can honor a person but only

if that person has been dead for ten years. Given the controversy
centered on Wallenberg's whereabouts, the issuance of a stamp would
suggest we believe Wallenberg to be actually dead. Clearly, her
proposal should not be endorsed.

I have drafted a letter at Tab I from you to Ms. Holmes thanking
- her for her suggestion and explaining why you deem her proposal

inappropriate.

Richard Pipes concurs. $X

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab I to Ms. Holmes.

Approve Disapprove
Attachment:
Tab I ' Suggested response to Ms. Holmes
Tab II Incoming letter dated September 21, 1981, from

Ms. Holmes.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ms. Holmes:

Thank you for your letter of September 21 to the President
recommending the issuance of a commemorative stamp of Raoul
Wallenberg.

The President and I fully share your concern about the
tragic fate of Raoul Wallenberg. As you know, the Administration
has participated actively in a broad international movement to
commemorate this remarkable hero, to underscore recognition and
admiration of his brave and humanitarian contributions, and to
focus public attention on one of the most outlandish Soviet human
rights violations.

Your suggestion is a particularly timely and worthwhile
endeavor, but unfortunately not feasible.  According to the
criteria set forth by the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee
(United States Postal Service), which reviews and judges all
stamp proposals, a stamp can honor a person but only if that
person has been dead for ten years. Given the controversy
centered on Wallenberg's whereabouts, the issuance of a stamp
would suggest we believe Wallenberg to be actually dead.

Your expressed concern and worthy suggestion are most
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Richard V. Allen
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Ms. Norma Holmes

EU Wireless Editor

International Communication Agency
1776 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20547
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2l September . 1981

The President
The White House
Washingtons D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The European wireless file of USICA {U.S. Information
Agency} has carried several stories in recent months of
Raoul Wallenberg. including recent actions of the Congress
to bestow American citizenship upon him.

October 25 marks the 25th anniversary of the Hungarian
revolution. While recognizing the delicacy of the situationas
it would be remiss not to suggest that consideration be
given to the issuance of a commemorative stamp of Wallenberg-.

Where stamp art and design are involved. production
of commemoratives{in the pastlcan take months. Yetﬂa
photographic stamp could be most effective and less costlya
and might yet be produced in the five to six weeks remaining.

The stamp would seem to be a positive statement of U.S.
recognition not only of this man's contribution to humanitya
but our own wish for a free world at peace. In time. the
stamps could penetrate the iron curtains but certainly would
be seen by the UWestern world.

Additionally~ the psychologicalveffect of such an act
might also be a factor in determining Wallenberg's whereabouts.

Time is such a critical element in this matter if it
is to be dohe and with other Agencies to be considereds I
have simply relayed this to your staff for whatever worth
it may be.

Sincerely-

472 NﬂW

Norma Holmes. EU Wireless
Editor. 177t Penna. Rm. 21k

7914 Roswell Drive

Falls Churcha Va. 22043
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SENATE VOTES HONORARY CITIZENSHIP FOR RAOUL WALLENBERG
(950)

#*

WASHINGTON -- THE SENATE AUGUST 3 VOTED TO GRANT HONORARY
CITIZENSHIP TO SWEDISH DIPLOMAT RAOUL WALLENBERG; WHO IS
CREDITED WITH SAVING THE LIVES OF 100,000 HUNGARIAN JEWS
DURING WORLD WAR II.

THE JOINT RESOLUTION, WHICH WAS COSPONSORED BY 58
SENATORS, ALSO REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT "TAKE ALL
POSSIBLE STEPS" TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE SOVIET UNiON
ON WALLENBERG'S WHEREABOUTS. |

WALLENﬁERG WAS ARRESTED IN 1945 WHEN THE RUSéIAN ARMY
OCCUPIED BUDAPEST. AFTER DISCLAIMING KNOWLEDGE OF HIS
WHEREABOUTS FOR 12 YEARS, THE SOVIET UNION ANNOUNCEDAiN 1952
THAT HE WAS DEAD; HOWEVER WITNESSES, INCLUDING SOME RECENT
ONES, "HAVE REPORTED THAT HE IS STILL LIVING.

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS EXPECTED TO ACT ON A

SIMILAR RESOLUTION FOLLOWING THE AUGUST RECESS. THE MEASURE



PAGE 02 -- R. WALLENBERG

WOULD’THEN GO TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS SIGNATURE. IN THE
HOUSE, CONGRESSMAN TOM LANTOS, ONE OF THOSE SAVED BY
WALLENBERG'S EFFORTS, HAS OBTAINED 280 COSPONSORS FOR THE
RESOLUTION.

ONLY ONCE IN ITS HISTORY HAS THE UNITED STATES GRANTED
-HONORARY CITIZENSHIP TO ANYONE: IN 1963 WHEN PRESIDENT
KENNEDY PROCLAIMED WINSTON CHURCHILL AN HONORARY CITIZEN
FOLLOWING SIMILAR ACTION BY THE 88TH CONGRESS.

TWO OF THE SENATORS WHO WERE CO-FOUNDERS OF THE FREE
RAOUL WALLENBERG COMMITTEE SPOKE IN FAVOR OF THE RESOLUTION.
SENATOR RUDY BOSCHWITZ PRAISED WALLENBERG AS "ONE OF THE FEW
CENUINE HEROES OF OUR TIME.... WHAT HE ACCOMPLISHED, RISKING
HIS OWN LIFE TO SAVE THE LIVES OF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
INNOCENT PEOPLE, IS UNPARALLELED IN HISTORY. 1IT IS ONLY
APPROPRIATE TO CONFER HONORARY U.S. CITIZENSHIP UPON HIM,
BOTH AS PART OF THE EFFORT TO SECURE FOR HIM THE SAME LIFE
AND LIBERTY HE BROUGHT TO SO MANY OTHERS, AND TO HONOR THIS
GREAT INDIVIDUAL."

SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL, WHOSE FATHER WAS U.S. MINISTER TO
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PAGE 03 ~- R. WALLENBERG

HUNGARY PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II, DESCRIBED HIS LONG-STANDING
CONCERN FOR THE WALLENBERG CASE. "IT MUST BE REMEMBERED,"
HE SAID, "THAT WALLENBERG UNDERTOOK HIS PERILOUS MISSION AﬁD
PUT HIS OWN LIFE IN JEOPARDY AT THE BEHEST OF THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT. HIS EFFORTS IN HUNGARY WERE SUPPORTED AND
FINANCED BY OUR WAR REFUGEE BOARD. HENCE, THE UNITED STATES
HAS A MUCH GREATER RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS MATTER THAN WOULD
OTHERWISE BE THE CASE.... PASSING THIS RESOLUTION IS ONE
REAL STEP WE CAN TAKE TOWARD MEETING THAT OBLIGATION. IN
MAKING RAOUL WALLENBERG AN HONORARY CITIZEN...WE ARE GIVING
CONCRETE EXPRESSION TO OUR GRATITUDE AND RESPECT FOR HIS
'HEROIC ACTIONS.... MOREOVER (IT)...WILL UNDERSCORE THE
SERTOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT
VIEW SOVIET BEHAVIOR IN THIS CASE, AND REAFFIRM TO SWEDEN
OUR FIRM SUPPORT FOR THE QUEST TO RESOLVE WALLENBERG'S FATE.

TEXT OF RESOLUTION FOLLOWS:

" (BEGIN TEXT)
"WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES HAS CONFERRED HONORARY

CITIZENSHIP ON ONLY ONE OCCASION IN ITS MORE THAN TWO

W
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PAGE 04 ~- R. WALLENBERG

HUNDRED YEARS, AND HONORARY CITIZENSHIP IS AND SHOULD REMAIN
AN EXTRAORDINARY HONOR NOT LIGHTLY CONFERRED NOR FREQUENTLY
GRANTED;

"WHEREAS DURING WORLD WAR II THE UNITED STATES WAS AT WAR
WITH HUNGARY, AND HAD NO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THAT
COUNTRY;

"WHEREAS IN 1944 THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THROUGH
SECRETARY OF STATE CORDELL HULL REQUESTED THE COOPERATION OF
SWEDEN, AS A NEUTRAL NATION, IN PROTECTING THE LIVES OF
HUNGARIAN JEWS FACING EXTERMINATION AT THE HANDS OF THE
NAZIS;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG AGREED TO ACT AT THE BEHEST OF
THE UNITED STATES IN ﬁUNGARY, AND WENT TO HUNGARY IN THE
SUMMER OF 1944 AS SECRETARY OF THE SWEDISH LEGATION;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG, WITH EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE
AND WITH TOTAL DISREGARD FOR THE CONSTANT DANGER TO HIMSELF,
SAVED THE LIVES OF ALMOST ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND INNOCENT MEN,
WOMEN, AND CHILDREN; |

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG, WITH FUNDS AND DIRECTIVES

A A i b i it < B 1 b+ it o+ e Vo T 1 it ot . b, o e e e e ok e b i, et




PAGE 05 -~ R. WALLENBERG

SUPPLIED BY THE UNITED STATES, PROVIDED FOOD, SHELTER, AND
MEDICAL CARE TO THOSE WHOM HE HAD RESCUED;

"WHEREAS THE SOVIET UNION, IN VIOLATION OF WALLENBERG'S
SWEDISH DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY AND OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, SEIZED
HIM ON JANUARY 17, 1945, WITH NO EXPLANATION EVER GIVEN FOR
HIS DETENTION AND SUBSEQUENT IMPRISONMENT;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG HAS BEEN A PRISONER IN THE
SOVIET UNION SINCE 1945;

"WHEREAS REPORTS FROM FORMER PRISONERS IN THE SOVIET
UNION, AS RECENT AS JANAUARY 1981 SUGGEST THAT RAOUL
WALLENBERG IS ALIVE;

WHEREAS HISTORY HAS REVEALED THAT HEROIC ACTS OF
SALVATION WERE TRAGICALLY RARE DURING THE MASSACRE OF
MILLIONS OF INNOCENT HUMAN BEINGS DURING WORLD WAR II; AND

"WHEREAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS SYMBOL OF MAN'S CONCERN
FOR HIS FELLOW MAN HAS BEEN TAINTED BY THE WALL OF SILENCE
THAT SURROUNDS THE FATE_OF WALLENBERG; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED BY THE SENATE-AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE |

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:
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"SECTION 1. RAOUL WALLENBERG IS PROCLAIMED TO BE AN
HONORARY CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

"SEC. 2. THE PRESIDENT IS REQUESTED TO TAKE ALL POSSIBLE
STEPS TO ASCERTAIN FROM THE SOVIET UNION THE WHEREABOUTS OF

RAOUL WLLLENBERG AND TO SECURE HIS RETURN TO FREEDOM."

\
*

(END TEXT)

®jitem®*
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" NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

October 16, 1981

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY Qy

SUBJECT:  Issuance of Commemorative Stamp of Wallenberg

Attached at Tab A is a letter from Norma Holmes, EU Wireless
Editor, to the President recommending the issuance of a com-
memorative stamp of Raoul Wallenberg. I deem her suggestion

as a most timely and worthwhile endeavor. It would underscore

U.S. recognition and admiration of Wallenberg's brave, humanitarian
contributions. However, as there is no discernible connection
between Wallenberg and the Hungarian Revolution, the issuance of
such a stamp need not be linked with the anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution.

|

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President recommending

that he endorse the issuance of a commemorative stamp. I will

contact Norma Holmes to inform her that her suggestion is currently

under consideration.

Richard Pipes concurs. Dg |
|
|
|
|

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign and forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President

Approve Disapprove |
That I call Norma Holmes.

Approve Disapprove
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THE WHITE. HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 29, 1981

Dear Ms. Holmes:

Thank you for your letter of September 21 to the President
recommending the issuance of a commemorative stamp of Raoul
Wallenberg.

The President and I fully share your concern about the
tragic fate of Raoul Wallenberg. As you know, the Administration
has participated actively in a broad international movement to
commemorate this remarkable hero, to underscore recognition and
admiration of his brave and humanitarian contributions, and to

focus public attention on one of the most outlandish Soviet human
rights violations.

Your suggestion is a particularly timely and worthwhile
endeavor, but unfortunately not feasible.  According to the
criteria set forth by the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee
(United States Postal Service), which reviews and judges all
stamp proposals, a stamp can honor a person but only if that
person has been dead for ten years. Given the controversy
centered on Wallenberg's whereabouts, the issuance of a stamp
would suggest we believe Wallenberg to be actually dead.

Your expressed concern and worthy suggestion are most
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Richard V. Allen
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Ms. Norma Holmes

EU Wireless Editor

International Communication Agency
1776 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20547



The President
The White House
Washington. D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

21l September. 1981

The European wireless file of USICA {U.S. Information
Agency} has carried several stories in recent months of
Raoul UWallenberg. including recent actions of the Congress
to bestow American citizenship upon him.

October 25 marks the 25th anniversary of the Hungarian
revolution. UWhile recognizing the delicacy of the situationa

it would be remiss not

to suggest that consideration be

given to the issuance of a3 commemorative stamp of Wallenberg-.

Where stamp- art ‘and design are involved. production
of commemoratives{in the pastlcan take months. Yet a
photographic stamp could be most effective and less costlya
and might yet be produced in the five to six weeks remaining.

The stamp would seem to be a positive statement of U.S.
recognition not only of this man's contribution to humanity.

but our own: wish’ for a-
stamps could penetrate
be seen by the Western

Additionally. the
might also be a factor

free world at peace: In times the '
the iron curtaine. but certainly would
world.

psychological effect of such an act
in determining Wallenberg's whereabouts-.

Time is such a critical element in this matter if it

is to be done and with

other Agencies to be considered. I

have simply relayed this to your staff for whatever worth

it may be.

Sincerely-

Lrroess Noborres

Norma Holmes. EU Wireless

Editor. 177t Penna. Rm.
7914 Roswell Drive
Falls Churcha Va. 22043

| 5’7»
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*

SENATE VOTES HONORARY CITIZENSHIP FOR RAOUL WALLENBERG
(950)

*
WASHINGTON -- THE SENATE AUGUST 3 VOTED TO GRANT HONORARY
CITIZENSHIP TO SWEDISH DIPLOMAT RAOUL WAPLENBERG; WHO IS
CREDITED WITH SAVING THE LIVES OF 100,000 HUNGARIAN JEWS
DURING WORLD WAR II.
 THE: JOINT RESOLUTION, WHICH WAS GOSPONSORED BY 58, I L
SENATORS 'ALSO REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT "TAKE ALL

POSSIBLE STEPS" TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE SOVIET UNION

ON WALLENBERG'S WHEREABOUTS

* WALLENBERG “WAS ARRESTED TN’ 19#5 WHEN THE RUSSTAN ARMY W77 mome o et

OCCUPIED BUDAPEST. AFTER DISCLAIMING KNOWLEDGE OF HIS
WHEREABOUTS FOR 12 YEARS, THE SOVIET UNION ANNOUNCED IN 1952
THAT HE WAS DEAD; HOWEVER WITNESSES, INCLUDING SOME RECENT
ONES, 'HAVE REPORTED THAT HE IS STILL LIVING.

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS EXPECTED TO ACT ON A

SIMILAR RESOLUTION FOLLOWING THE AUGUST RECESS. THE MEASURE




e, it . e S ; . " R L. . oo .
DR S S L DU AR LI S S KT R RN AN SR 7_. e B L e e Tt et el Tl il g Syl

. e e e i w . At e e % maetota e e, P R . s ety hel s
SNtimlen R L s 8 s L ek v H e R e T N ST TR e T T TR R W e 1 T T T e e

PAGE 02 -~ R. WALLENBERG

WOULD THEN GO TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS SIGNATURE. IN THE
HbUSE, CONGRESSMAN TOM LANTOS, ONE OF THOSE SAVED BY
WALLENBERG'S EFFORTS, HAS OBTAINED 280 COSPONSORS FOR THE
RESOLUTION.

ONLY ONCE IN ITS HISTORY HAS THE UNITED STATES GRANTED
HONORARY. CITIZENSHIP TO ANYONE: IN 1963. WHEN PRESIDENT
KENNEDY PROCLAIMED WINSTON CHURCHILL AN HONORARY CITIZEN
FOLLOWING SIMILAR ACTION BY THE 88TH CONGRESS.

' ?Two,OEarﬁE7séNAToRswaOnWERE-¢Q=Founﬁsﬁsn03=THE@FREE~~ ;
RAOUL WALLENEERG COMMITTEE SPOKE IN FAVOR OF THE RESOLUTION.
SENATOR RUDY BOSCHWITZ PRAISED WALLENBERG AS "ONE OF THE FEW

GENUINE HEROES OF OUR TIME.... WHAT HE ACCOMPLISHED, RISKING

RN PO e e e e S i Re e e T .. e e e e e
B RO ’ K Xits T Y '#”’"‘ e /J o 2 »Be BIER DR '_, B N T P N LR T DL A

VJHIS OWN LIFE TO SAVE THE LIVES OF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
INNOCENT PEOPLE, IS UNPARALLELED IN HISTORY. IT IS ONLY
APPROPRIATE TO CONFER HONORARY U.S. CITIZENSHIP UPON HIM,
BOTH AS PART OF THE EFFORT TO SECURE FOR HIM THE SAME LIFE
AND LIBERTY HE BROUGHT TO SO MANY OTHERS, AND TO HONOR THIS
GREAT INDIVIDUAL."

SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL, WHOSE FATHER WAS U.S. MINISTER TO
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HUNGARY PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II, DESCRIBED HIS LONG-STANDING
CONCERN FOR THE WALLENBERG CASE. “IT MUST BE REMEMBERED,"
HE SAID, "THAT WALLENBERG UNDERTOOK HIS PERILOUS MISSION AND
PUT HIS OWN LIFE IN JEOPARDY AT THE BEHEST OF THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT. HIS EFFORTS IN HUNGARY WERE SUPPORTED AND

FINANCED BY OUR WAR REFUGEE BOARD. .. HENCE, THE. UNITED STATES

HAS A MUCH GREATER RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS MATTER THAN WOULD

OTHERWISE BE THE CASE.... PASSING THIS RESCLUTION IS ONE

A‘QREAL STEP WE CAN TAKE TOWARD MEETING THAT OBLIGATION: . IN w.. o 0l o

MAKING RAOUL WALLENBERG AN HONORARY (CITIZEN...WE ARE GIVING
CONCRETE EXPRESSION TO OUR GRATITUDE AND RESPECT FOR HIS
HEROIC ACTIONS.... MOREOVER (IT) .WILL UNDERSCORE THE |
ﬁrSERIOUSNEéé.WifH WJECEMfHE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARRQERRRRRMRNTnyﬁj&UG“VW#*f¢&¢%bm
VIEW SOVIET BEHAVIOR IN THIS CASE, AND REAFFIRM TO SWEDEN
OUR FIRM SUPPORT FOR THE QUEST TO RESOLVE WALLENBERG'S FATE.

TEXT OF RESOLUTION FOLLOWS:

(BEGIN TEXT)

"WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES HAS CONFERRED HONORARY

CITIZENSHIP ON ONLY ONE OCCASION IN ITS MORE THAN TWO
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HUNDRED YEARS, AND HONORARY CITIZENSHIP IS AND SHOULD REMAIN
AN EXTRAORDINARY HONOR NOT LIGHTLY CONFERRED NOR FREQUENTLY
GRANTED;

"WHEREAS DURING WORLD WAR II THE UNITED STATES WAS AT WAR
WITH HUNGARY, AND HAD NO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THAT
COUNTRY; |

‘"WHEREAS IN:I944‘TEE UNITEE-STATEE GOVERNMENT THROUGH
SECRETARY OF STATE CORDELL HULL REQUESTED THE COOPERATION OF
',SWEDEN AS A NEUTRAL NATION, IN PBOTECTING THE LIVES OF
J{HUNGARIAN JEWS FACING EXTERMINATION AT THE HANDS OF THE
NAZIS; )

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG AGREED TO ACT AT THE BEHEST OF

_THE UNITED: STATES. IN.HUNGARY,--AND-WENT TO- HUNGARY IN-THE 7"

SUMMER OF 1944 AS SECRETARY OF THE SWEDISH LEGATION;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG, WITH EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE
AND WITH TOTAL DISREGARD FOR THE CONSTANT DANGER TO HIMSELF,
SAVED THE LIVES OF ALMOST ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND INNOCENT MEN,
WOMEN, AND CHILDREN;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG, WITH FUNDS AND DIRECTIVES
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SUPPLIED BY THE UNITED STATES, PROVIDED FOOD, SHELTER, AND
MEDICAL CARE TO THOSE WHOM HE HAD RESCUED;

"WHEREAS THE SOVIET UNION, IN VIOLATION OF WALLENBERG'S
SWEDISH DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY AND OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, SEIZED
HIM ON JANUARY 17, 1945, WITH NO EXPLANATION EVER GIVEN FOR
HIS DETENTION AND SUBSEQUENT IMPRISONMENT;

"WHEREAS RAOUL WALLENBERG HAS BEEN A PRISONER IN THE
SOVIET UNION SINCE 1945;

"WHEREAS REPQRTS FBOM FORMEB PRISONERS IN THE SOVIET
QNION,_AS_REQENTMAS_AANAUARY:1981 SUGGEST TEAT“RAOULA”',
WALLENBERG IS ALIVE;

WHEREAS HISTORY HAS REVEALED THAT HEROIC ACTS OF
D Y b et S ek
MILLIONS OF INNOCENT HUMAN BEINGS DURING WORLD WAR II; AND
"WHEREAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS SYMBOL OF MAN'S CONCERN
FOR HIS FELLOW MAN HAS BEEN TAINTED BY THE WALL OF SILENCE
THAT SURROUNDS THE FATE OF WALLENBERG; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

P U P T
, T A S R A TS T ) N ¢
P Ve’ -

‘SALVATION WERE TRAGICALLY RARE DURING THE MASSACRE OF
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};"SECTION.T. RAOUL WALLENBERG IS PROCLAIMED TO.BE AN
HONORARY CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
"SEC. 2. THE PRESIDENT IS REQUESTED TO TAKE ALL POSSIELE
STEPS TO ASCERTAIN FROM THE SOVIET UNION THE WHEREABOUTS OF

RAOUL WLLLENBERG AND TO SECURE HIS RETURN TO FREEDOM."

v‘,
» e B
(END TEXT)
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MEMORANDUM . . . . L . et e C i amt et A lege e Ty oy, g asines JMAE L
October 26, 1981
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY VY

SUBJECT: Issuance of Commemorative Stamp of Wallenberg

Attached at Tab II is a letter from Norma Holmes, EU Wireless
Editor (International Communication Agency), to the President
recommending the issuance of a commemorative stamp of Raoul
Wallenberg. Her suggestion is most timely and worthwhile, but
- not feasible. According to .the criteria- set forth by the Citizens' ~
Stamp Advisory Committee (U.S. Postal Service), which reviews and
judges all stamp proposals, a stamp can honor a person but only
if that person has been dead for ten years. Given the controversy
centered on Wallenberg's whereabouts, the issuance of a stamp would
suggest we believe Wallenberg to be actually dead. Clearly, her
.proposal should not be endorsed : o

'5I have drafted a letter at Tab I from you to Ms. Holmes thanklnq
her for her suggestlon and explalnlng why you deem her proposal
.inappropriate. : AR
Richard Pipes concurs. li

RECOMMENDATION

. That-you §igitthe letter at WAb I t6 Ms. Holmes. ~

Approve Disapprove
Attachment:
Tab I Suggested response to Ms. Holmes
Tab II Incoming letter dated September 21, 1981, £from

Ms. Holmes.
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October 16, 1981

ACTION
-MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY’??

SUBJECT: Issuance of Commemorative Stamp of Wallenberg

Attached at Tab A is a letter from Norma Holmes, EU Wireless
Editor, to the President recommending the issuance of a com-
memorative stamp of Raoul Wallenberg. I deem her suggestion
as a most timely and worthwhile endeavor. It would underscore

U.S. recognition and admiration of Wallenberg's brave, humanitarian

contributions. However, as there is no discernible connection
between Wallenberg and the Hungarian Revolution, the issuance of
such a stamp need not be linked with the anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution.

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President recommendlng
_that He. endorse ‘the™ 1ssuance of.a” commemoratlye stamp I will.

under conSLderatlon."
Richard Pipes concurs. ug

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign and forward the memorandum at Tab I to the Pre51dent

o .\..»‘. e _ .,;&-, 1 e . -_»-"5,:'.. NS : P .‘:_,.A

Approve Dlsapprove

That I call Norma Holmes.

Approve Disapprove

PO ST Ll RC I R

-t cbntact Norma HSlmes Ttoh 1nform Her® that ‘her” Suggestlon lS currentlYﬁf}“ﬁh'

TN
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WASHINGTON -
ACTION
’fMEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
" FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN
SUBJECT: Issuance of Commemorative Stamp of Wallenberg

Norma Holmes, editor of the European wireless file (EU) of the

U.S. International Communication Agency, wrote a letter to you

(Tab A) recommending that a commemorative stamp of Raoul Wallenberg
be issued in conjunction with the observance of the 25th anniversary
of the Hungarlan Revolutlon.

As you know, the Admlnlstratlon has participated actively in a
broad international movement to commemorate this remarkable hero
and to focus public attention on one of the most outlandish
Soviet human rights violations. Thus, Mrs. Holmes' suggestion is
a most timely and worthwhile endeavor. Your endorsement of the

}%proposed commemotative stamp would ¢learly urderscoré our- recognltlonhffgl
Jand: adniration of - Wallenberg & . brave and“ humanitarian: centributions. -.t7

However; -as: there is no- discernible connection betweeén Wallenberg
and the Hungarian Revolution, there is no need to link the issuance
of the stamp to the anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the issuance of a commemoratlve stamp honorlng

i Raoul Wa,Llenberg- b T e D R T e e e D e e e, e e ey
Approve Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab A Letter of September 21 from Norma Holmes



. MEMORANDUM B 293

:-1-x’-f-,;,.:::,.-~"=_<..-§ S, ST -~',T-HE~¢WHI.T:E)‘IQUSE~ At e I T e e N a2 g LT i

WASHINGTON

ACTION 6«)4/ o‘;,f'w/ haecltee
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT M :

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN

SUBJECT: Issuance of Commemorative/Stamp of Wallenberg

Norma Holmes(izzzég;sless Editor, wrote a letter to you (Tab A)
recommending a commemorative stamp of Raoul Wallenberg be

issued in conjunction with the observance of the 25th anniversary

of the Hungarian Revolution. c,ﬂbwd,’
Raoul Wallenberqd, 'a Swedish diplomat, is credited with saving the k%l '
lives of over 100,000 Jews in Hungary at the end of World War II.

In 1945, he was arrested when the Russian Army occupied Budapest.
Thereafter his whereabouts became unknown for years. In 1952,
the Soviet Union announced he was dead; however, reports from
various witnesses have indicated Wallenberg has spent tlme ln_
Sov1et prisons and 1s Stlll allve. : - S

The Admlnlstration has partlc1pated actlvely ‘ina broad 1nter-' B “/ug'”
‘national movement to commemorate this remarkable hero and focus /
public attention on onhe of the most outlandish Soviet human rights
violations. Recently, the U.S. Congress passed a bill granting
honorary citizenship to Wallenberg.

Mrs. Holmes' suggestion is thus a most timely and worthwhile

..-endeavor. ... Your..endorsement .of - the: proposed commemorative-stamp - -
would clearly underscore our recognition and admiration of
Wallenberg's brave and humanitarian contributions. However, as
there is no discernible connection between Wallenberg and the
Hungarian Revolution, there is no need to link the issuance of
the stamp to the anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution.

RECOMMENDATION )

That you approve the lssuance of a commemorative stamp honoring
Raoul wWallenberg.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab A Letter of September 21 from Norma Holmes









