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Ms. Paula Dobriansky 
National Security.Council 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Ms. Dobriansky: 

457 West Roslyn Place, Apt.2 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 
January 5. 1984 

I am a lawyer in Chicago writing to you in the hope that you 
can help me with a difficult situation about which I care deeply. On 
February 24, 1982, I married Roman Kuperman, a Soviet citizen, in 
Moscow. My husband applied for pennission to emigrate from the Soviet 
Union and join me in Chicago. The Soviet authorities 'deriie<f-fris· ·reqcrests 
on March 14, 1983 and again on October 21, 1983 because "departure is 
undesirable." 

My husban<l has a university degree in Biology and English and was 
employed as_ a medical researcher. He was asked to leave his position 
as a result of our marriage during March, 1982 .. He is currently living 
at Leninsky Prospect 73/8, Apt, 246, Moscow, U.S.S.R. 117296. 

We have waited to be reunited for almost two years and are extremely 
frustrated with our situation. We would appreciate any efforts your 
office can make to encourage resolution of our problem. I would be glad 
to further discuss the case with you and can be . reached (collect) at 
(312) 886-0612 (work) or (312) 549-0091 (home.). Both John Ordway at 
the Department of State and Cathy Cosman at the Helsinki Convnission are 
very familiar with the matter and can also further discuss it with you. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

~ ti 'ch 
Fran Pergeric~ 

rlt..'E SO\J · 

\) '( s s i l::>~'\3 
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COMMISSION ON 
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
WMHINOTON, D.C. IOtrl 

DOCUMENTATION OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION CASES: 

I.. APP LI CANT 

t-t~ 
Sov , 
l:>rs~\'t>~.\S 

Full Name KUPERMAN, ROMAN G~OOROVIeH 
---,..(1ra-s~t)r--~----~~("f~1r-s~t~)~~----------~(~m~ia~a-1~e)r--~ 

Leninsky Prospect 73/B. Apt. 246 

Moscow, U.S.S.R. 117296 

Telephone 134-7359 ----------------------------
Date of Birth May 20 1957 

---~(~mo-n~th~/~d~ay~/~ye_a_r~)------------

Nati ona 1i ty __ ... Je.,.w ... 1 ... sh...__ _________ _ 

Educational Background universitv degree in Biology and English 

Occupation or Profession _sc_i.ae~nt.._1 .... s..,t __________________ _ 

Name of Employer and Place of Employment .. Moscow Animal Theatre 

II. MEMBERS OF APPLICANT'S FAMILY WISHING TO EMIGRATE 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Full Name 

None 

Age 
Relationship 
to Applicant 

.. 

Occupation 
Address ( if 
not above ) 



, 
If any of the above mentioned family lllembers applied to emigrate separately, 
provide details i.e. application dates, dates of refusal, grounds of refusal, 
and any other pertinent infonnation 

~----------------~ 
not applicable 

III. HISTORY 

Date of First Application for Exit Pennit Sept; 1982 
_(_m_o-nt~h~/~d~ay=/~y-e-ar~)------~ 

Dates of Subsequent Applications September 15, 1983; April 18, 1984 

Dates of Refusals and Reasons (if given} March 15. 1983, August 4. 1983 
October 21, 1983 11 depa rture is undes; rab 1 e" 

-· --------------

If refused for reasons of state security: 

Has applicant or family member ever been ;nvolved in classified work and, 
if so, what type, where, and when? 

---------------~ 

What class of clearance does applicant or family member hold?--------

If refused for military reasons: 

Indicate branch of service, highest rank attained, type of work perfonned, 
length of service and date of completion of service---------

If refused for financ;al reasons: 

Indicate amount of outstanding debts and person to whom debt is owed 

If refused for any other reason, indicate possible justification or basis 
for refusal Jewish nationality, father is a retjred mjljtary offjcer 

(col. in army), poor Soviet-A!llerjcan relatjons 



, 
.. 

Provide details of recrimination applicant or family members may have been 
subjected to after applying for emigration visa: 

Has applicant been demoted or dismissed from place of employment? __ Y_es __ _ 
My husband was dismissed because of our marriage during March, 1982. 

Has applicant been expelled from any professional organization or academic 
institution? -----------------------------------------------------

Has applicant been evicted from his residence? 
--""""""'----------------------

Has applicant been drafted into the military or threatened with conscription1 

Has applicant been required to appear before a special board? __ ~n-.o ___ _ 

Has applicant been detained, arrested, charged with a crime, or threatened 
with prosecution? no 

----------------------------------------------~ 

Please provide details of any additional harassment --------------------

IV. RELATIVE OFFERING INVITATION TO APPLICANT 
Full Name ____ F_.~_a_nc_e_s __ Le_e __ P_e_rg_e_r_i_ch_t ________________________________ _ 

Address 457 West Roslyn Place, Apt. 2, _ Chicago, Illinois 60614 

---------------------------------------------------------
Telephone __ (_3_12_)_54_9_-_oo_9_1 __________________ _ 

wife 
Relationship to Applicant--------------------

Other relatives living abroad ( list name and addresses ) -------­
husband's family 



v. RELATIVES NOT WISHING TO EMIGRATE 
• 

applicant's llX>ther, father, sister, brother-in-law and nephew 

Relationship to Applicant 
----------------------------~--------~ 

Has applicant any obligation for maintenance of these relatives? ------no 

VI. ADDITIONAL REMARKS 

Please detail any pertinent infonnation not covered above and any special 
circumstances ( illness, etc.) and attach any relevant documentation ---

VII. INFORMATION SOURCE 

Name of organization supplying infonnation 
> ----------------------------~ 

not applicable 

Telephone -------------------------------------------------
Name of Person filling in fonn ------------------------------------------

Frances L. Pergericht 

Date f onn was completed _______ M_a ..... y_l.._, _~_9_8_4 ______________ _ 



representations to the Soviet government concerning the family reunification 
of Roman Kuperman and Frances Pergericht 

by the United States government through the United States embassy in Moscow 
June 6, 1983 
September, 1983 
November, 1983 -placed on representation list for divided spouses 
April 2, 1984 
April 12, 1984 
May, 1984 

by Congressional representatives from Chicago, Illinois where I reside 

Senator Charles Percy 
April 12, 1983 
August 15, 1983 
November 23, 1983 
April 2, 1984 
May 2 , 1984 

Congressman Sidney Yates 
April 8, 1983 
April 28, 1983- letter to General Secretary Andropov signed by 

130 members of the House of Representatives 
December 6, 1983 
May, 1984 

Senator Alan Dixon 
April 18, 1983 
February 27, 1984 

by Congressional representatives from Cleveland, Ohio where I grew up 
and where my mother resides 

Senator John Glenn 
June 6, 1983 
November 18, 1983 
April 26, 1984 

Senator Howard Metzenbaum 
June, 1983 
August 18, 1983 - case raised by Senator Metzenbaum in 

meeting with General Secretary Andropov in 
Moscow as member of the Pell delegation 

February 24, 1984 



former President Jimmy Carter 
May, 1983 

former Vice President Walter Mondale 
May, 1983 

Senator William Cohen 
summer, 1983 
March 14, 1984 

Senator Alfonse D'Amato 
June 13, 1983 

Senator John C. Danforth 
July 13, 1983 

Senator Robert Dole 
summer, 1983 
March 1, 1984 

Senator Thomas Eagleton 
June, 1983 

Senator Edward Kennedy 
June, 1983 

Senator Patrick Leahy 
February 17, 1984 

Senator George Mitchell 
summer, 1983 

Senator Arlen Specter 
August, 1983 

Senator Pete Wilson 
March 8, 1984 

Senator Edward Zorinsky 
July 11, 1983 

Congressman Foley - case raised in Moscow on his trip in June-July, 1983 

American Red Cross- case to be raised at next convention in Geneva, Switzerland 

U. N. delegation on human rights - February, 1984 



' . 

Roman Kuperman 
Leninsky Prospekt 73/8, Apt. 246 
Moscow, U.S.S.R. 117296 

Frances Pergericht 
457 West Roslyn Place, Apt. 2 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

married February 24, 1982 by Soviet authorities in Moscow, U.S.S.R. 

Roman Kupennan's emigration from the Soviet Union was refused on: 

March 15, 1983 
August 4, 1983 
October 21, 1983 
application is currently pending in Moscow 

Fran Pergericht's request for temporary residence in Moscow was 
refused on: 

August 4, 1983 
March 15, 1984 

tourist visas were granted to Fran Pergericht for trips during: 

October, 1981 
November, 1981 
February, 1982 
May, 1982 
November, 1982 
May, 1983 
October, 1983 

The Soviet government refused to authorize tourist visas for trips in: 

April , 1984 and 
May, 1984 



0327 

MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 23, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MC 

FROM: JACK MATLOC 

SUBJECT: Letter to Pr from Shcharansky's Mother 

Ida Milgrom, mother of Anatoly Shcharansky, has written the 
President to express her shock at what she perceives as our 
having reneged on a promise not to conclude the Madrid review 
conference on the CSCE without agreement for the release of her 
son. (There was no such commitment, of course.) 

State believes that Mrs. Milgrom's letter should be answered 
verbally by Ambassador Hartman, so that there not be a letter 
which could become public. Accordingly, a message will be sent to 
Embassy Moscow with appropriate instructions. 

I believe that the State recommendation represents an appropriate 
course of action. State's Memo and the message containing Mrs. 
Milgrom's letter is at Tab I. 

Lenci~wski and Ray~b'-6.d concur. 

Attachment: 

Tab I Memorandum from State with message from Mrs. 
Milgrom 

OADR 

DECLASSIF,tu 

NLRR fOlo:--t ~ ~l 7 "'9t1Ps 
IV {1J f'IARP-.D!ffE 2/JJ.q_f 



8400763 

/Ju.1h in!flon. lJ. C. 20520 

January 12, 1984 

- SECRET/~O~S 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Ida Milgrom's Appeal to the President 

Ida Milgrom, the mother of Soviet prisoner of conscience Anatoliy 
Shcharanskiy, has written to President Reagan to express her shock at 
what she perceives as our having reneged on our commitment to secure 
the release of her son before agreeing to the Madrid Concluding 
Document. In her letter, which was transmitted telegraphically from 
Moscow (copy attached), she asks for the President's continued help 
to secure her son's release. She has made a similar appeal to the 
COE delegation in Helsinki. 

In two separate meetings over the summer between the Secretary 
and Anatoliy Shcharanskiy's wife, Avita!, and between Under Secretary 
Eagleburger and Mrs. Shcharanskiy, she was told that in the context 
of the Madrid meetings we were putting pressure on the Soviet 
Government to release a number of political prisoners, including her 
husband. She was told that the Soviets had responded that they might 
consider releasing Shcharanskiy if he applied for a reduced sentence 
on grounds of ill health, but the Secretary cautioned Avita! against 
becoming overly-optimistic. In July, several weeks before we agreed 
to the Madrid Concluding Document, Anatoliy decided against 
requesting an early release. Now the Soviets are saying that we 
either never had such an understanding, or that the conversations 
about an early release which took place between our Madrid negotiator 
and theirs were not authorized by the Soviet Government. 

An attempt should be made to correct Mrs. Milgrom's apparent 
misunderstanding regarding the Madrid Accords, but because her 
concerns focus on the Kampelman-Kondrashev conversations in Madrid, 
we feel that it is preferable not to go on record in a letter that 
might become public. We suggest instead that Ambassador Hartman be 
instructed to meet with Mrs. Milgrom to assure her that the President 
remains committed to obtaining her son's release. Since Mrs. Milgrom 
has just had one of her infrequent meetings with Anatoliy, such a 
meeting would be particularly timely and would enable us to get her 
first-hand impressions of his situation. 

The Secretary has approved this course of action. 

Attachment: 

1~J/\ il'K1.vfi Jf 
Charles Hlft. l 

Executive Secretary 

1. Moscow 14470 (NODIS). 

,.-SECRE"l'/NODH> 
DECL: OADR 
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~DENTIAL 

Departnzent of State 
SIS-0 
INCOMINI 

PAGE 92 OF 94 MOSCOW 14479 91 OF 93 181533Z C96/14 991182 NOD881 
ACTION NODS-99 

INFO OCT-99 ADS-99 /9 9 9 w -
------------------277717 181536Z /42 

P 181526Z NOV 83 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2668 

C~ NT I Al SECTION Bl OF Bl MOSCOW 1447B 

NODIS 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: SHUM, UR, US 
SUBJECT: IDA MILGROM APPEALS TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 

AND COE DELEGATES 

REFS: (A) MOSCOW 14234, !Bl MOSCOW 12647 

-1. y ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: EMBOFFS MET BRIEFLY WITH ANATOLIY SHCHARAN-
SKIY' SMOTHER IDA MILGROM OUTSIDE A MOSCOW THEATRE ON 
NOVEMBER 19. SHE BRIEFLY TOLD US OF HAVING RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM ANATOLIY IN OCTOBER !REF A) AND PROCEEDED 
TO GIVE US TWO WRITTEN APPEALS ON HIS BEHALF: ONE TO 
PRESIDENT REAGAN AND ONE TO THE DELEGATIONS OF THE COE 
PREPARATORY CONFERENCE IN HELSINKI. EMBASSY'S INFORMAL 
TRANSLATION OF THE LETTERS CONTAINED IN PARAS. 3 AND 4. 
COMMENT AND SUGGESTED ACTION CONTAINED IN PARA. 5. 

-
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE POUCHED TO EUR/SOY. END 
SUMMARY. 

3. BEGIN TEXT. --TO PRESIDENT Of THE UNYTED STATES RONALD REAGAN 
RESPECTED MR. REAGAN! 

DECl.A88FiED 

NLRR fDb-U rt/1-t: 9.!/-v;J 

c 0 NF I ~L l'IY ~· G:L. NARA D.(fff'.1/.J.l!.l 
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~NTIAL 
Departnient of State 

PAGE 93 OF 94 MOSCOW 14479 91 OF 93 181533Z C96/14 9911]2 

I N J UL Y 0 F 1983, WHEN I LE ARNE D 0 F THE U. S. 
STATE DEPARTMENT'S REACTION TO THE REFUSAL OF MY SON. 
ANATOLIY SHCHARANSKIY, TO APPEAL FOR A PARDON. I TURNED 
TO llR. SHULTZ. IN MY LETTER I TRIED TO REPORT THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE SITUATION OF MY SON. INNOCENTLY LANGUISHING 
IN PRISON.AND ABOUT HIS POSITION AND THE POSITION OF 
THE SECURITY AGENCIES WITH REGARD TO HIM. THEY ARE THE 
ONES WHO CREATED THE "SHCHARANSKIY AFFAIR" AND WHO 
CONTINUE THEIR PRESSURE ON MY SON. TRYING TO SECURE 
ADMISSIONS OF NON-EXISTENT GUILT FROM HIM. I RECEIVED 
IN RESPONSE FROM MR. SHULTZ A LETTER IN WHICH HE TOLD 
ME THAT YOU. RESPECTED MR. REAGAN, ARE CONCERNED BY MY 
SON'S FATE AND PROMISE TO CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR HIS 
RELEASE. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS I ALLOW MYSELF TO 
TURN TO YOU NOW: 

1. I WANT TO EXPRESS MY HEARTFELT THANKS FOR YOUR 
SHARING IN MY FAMILY'S GRIEF; 

2. I WANT TO EXPRESS TO YOU MY PROFOUND SHOCK 
THAT THE EFFORTS OF THE U.S .• DIRECTED IN 1983 AT 
FREEING ANATOLIY, WERE NOT CARRIED THROUGH TO THE END. 
I DO NOT t;NOW OF ALL THE STEPS TAt;EN BY THE U.S. GOVERN-
MENT IN THIS DIRECTION, BUT THE FACT THAT THE FINAL 
DOCUMENT OF THE MADRID MEETING WAS SIGNED AND MY SON 
REMAINS IN CONFINEMENT. WHEN HIS RELEASE WAS ONE OF 
THE CONDITIONS FOR SIGNJNG THE DOCUMENT, HAS SHAKEN 
THAT GREAT HOPE WHICH H~S FOR MANY MONTHS SUSTAINED 
MY LIFE'S STRENGTH. HOW TO LIVE ON, HOW TO HELP MY 
SON SURVIVE UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF THAT BRUTAL REGIMEN, 
UNDER WHICH HE HAS ALREADY BEEN MORE THAN SIX YEARS. 
AND HOW MUCH TIME STILL REMAINS! AND HE IS SO VERY ILL! 

-- , 
3. I APPEAL TO YOU, RESPECTED MR. REAGAN, AND 

ASK YOU TO SAVE MY SON'S LIFE, AND THIS MEANS TO ACHIEVE 

~AL 

S/S-0 
INCOMIN 

NOD881 
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HIS RELEASE. I AM NOT A POLITICIAN. I AM NOT A DIPLOMAT. 

I. AM AN ORD I NARY WOMAN . A MOTHER OF SONS. I DO NOT 

KNOW WHICH PATHS MUST BE FOLLOWED TO ACHIEVE MY SON ' S 

RELEASE . BUT I UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
OF A GREAT POWER HAVE MEANS AT THEIR DISPOSAL TO HELP 

SAVE THE LIFE OF AN INNOCENT MAN. AND THIS IS WHAT I 

ASK OF YOU. SAVE MY SON! I ENTREAT FATE TO ALLOW ME 
TO MEET ANATOLIY AT LIBERTY IN THIS LIFE. BUT I AM . 

AFTER ALL . AN ELDERLY PERSON. AND THE TIME SPAN OF OLD 
AGE IS SHORT! SO I ASK YOU FOR IMMEDIATE HELP! I 
CALL ON YOUR DUTY TO HUMANITY AND I BELIEVE THAT YOUR 
MIND AND HEART WILL SHOW YOU THE WAYS WHICH WILL RETURN 
MY SON TO FREEDOM. AND THE FIRMNESS OF YOUR WILL AND 
PERSISTENCE ARE A RELIABLE GUARANTEE OF ACHIEVING ONE'S 

AIM. AND I HOPE!! 

WITH THE MOST PROFOUND RESPECT. 

NOVEMBER 1983 
END TEXT . 

4. BEGIN TEXT. 

I. MIL'GROM 

TO THE DELEGATE-REPRESENTATIVES OF 35 COUNTRIES WHO 
HAVE ASSEMBLED IN HELSINKI TO HOLD THE FIRST STAGE OF 

THE CONFERENCE ON MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN TRUST AND 

SECURITY 

I AM THE MOTHER OF ANATOL I Y SHCHARANSK I Y. WHOSE 

, 

C1fRtt-0fJij I AL 
--......... 
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ACTION NODS-00 

INFO OCT-00 ADS-00 /000 W 
------------------300024 181537Z /42 

P 181526Z NOV 83 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE DC PRIORITY 2669 

E N T I AL SECTION 02 OF 03 MOSCOW 14470 

NODIS 

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: SHUM, UR. US 
SUBJECT: IDA MILGROM APPEALS TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FATE I S WELL KN 0 WN T 0 ALL 0 F Y 0 U. I APPEAL T 0 Y 0 U AG A I N, 
NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME. AND ASK YOU TO UNDERTAKE THE 
DEFENSE OF MY SON, WHO WAS THE VICTIM OF A PROVOCATION. 
YOU. PARTICIPANTS IN THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT WHO SEALED 
WITH YOUR SIGNATURES THE FINAL ACT. WHICH PROCLAIMED 
THE LINK BETWEEN INTERNATIONAL DETENTE AND OBSERVANCE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS. BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR MY SON'S 
LIFE. HE, LIKE MANY OTHER FREEDOM-LOVING AND DARING 
PEOPLE. ASSUMED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MON I TOR I NG .FUL-
F 1 LLMENT OF THE DECISIONS OF THE HELSINKI AGREEMENTS AND 
OF OPENLY REPORTING TO ALL GOVERNMENTS ON ALL VIOLATIONS. 
AND THIS WAS UTILIZED BY THE AUTHORITIES TO CREATE 
THE SO-CALLED "SHCHARANSKIY AFFAIR" AND TO PASS AN 
ILLEGAL SENTENCE--13 YEARS DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM. 
MY SON'S INNOCENCE AND THE ILLEGALITY OF THE SENTENCE 
PASSED BEHIND CLOSED DOORS BY AN "OPEN COURT" HAVE BEEN 
REPEATEDLY CONFIRMED BY INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNALS. AND 
THIS IS KNOWN TO WORLD PUBLIC OPINION AND TO YOU. THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL 35 COUNTRIES. BUT MY SON. WHO 
BELIEVED IN THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE HELSINKI AGREEMENTS. 
HAS NOW BEEN IN PRISON FOR ALMOST SEVEN YEARS AND HAS 

S/S-0 
INCOMIN 

NOD883 
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BfEN SUBJECTED TO CONSTANT .TORTURES AND PRESSURES. 

TODAY HE IS NOT ONLY IMPRISONED, HE IS VERY SERIOUSLY 

ILL. FREEDOM FOR ANATOLIY IS A MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH. 
NOW YOU HAVE GATHERED AT A PRELIMINARY MEETING .•. TO 

STRENGTHEN TRUST. .. THIS MEETING; WHICH WILL AFFECT 
THE RESULTS OF THE FUTURE CONFERENCE IN STOCKHOLM, 

CANNOT AND MUST NOT IGNORE SUCH CASES OF THE CRUDEST 
OF VIOLATIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND--SIMPLY--FREEDOM TO LIVE. SUCH 
CASES. WH I CH C 0 NT RAD I CT THE SP I R I T 0 F THE F I NA L ACT 
OF THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE. MUST EVOKE PROTEST FROM 
Y 0 U. THE PART I C I PANTS I N THE MEET ING. I WI SH T 0 REMIND 

YOU THAT MY SON, ANATOLIY SHCHARANSKIY, A JEW. WANTED 
TO LIVE IN HIS HISTORIC HOMELAND, ISRAEL. TOGETHER WITH 
HIS WIFE AVITAL SHCHARANSKIY. BUT HE WAS REFUSED THIS, 
AND SUBSEQUENTLY THEY ANNOUNCED HE WAS A SPY AND IMPOSED 
THIS OMINOUS SENTENCE THROUGH CRUDE VIOLATIONS OF THE 
LAW. 

RESPECTED DEPUTIES! YOU ARE NOW PREPARING FOR 
THE FIRST STAGE OF A MEETING OF A CONFERENCE TO STRENGTHEN 
TRUST. • . C 0 NS I DER WH E THE R I T I S P 0 SS I BL E T 0 SP E AK 0 F 
TRUST WHEN AN INNOCENT PERSON CONTINUES TO REMAIN IN 
PRISON? CONSIDER AND TAKE STEPS. I ASK YOU--SAVE MY SON. 

I. MIL'GROM 
N 0 VE MB ER 19 8 3 
END TEXT. 

-
5. COMMENT AND SUGGESTED ACTION: MRS. MILGROM' S 
CONCERNS AS EXPRESSED HERE ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE 

CONVEYED ORALLY TO EMBOFFS IN OCTOBER (REf Bl. AND 

SHE CLEARLY BELIEVES, OR WANTS TO BELIEVE, THAT OUR --
SIGNING THE MADRID AGREEMENT WAS MADE EXPRESSLY 
CONTINGENT ON HER SON'S RELEASE. GIVEN OUR LONG-

S/S-0 
INCOMIN 

NOD883 
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STANDING CONCERN WITH THE SHCHARANSKIY CASE WE FEEL 
T·H AT A RE S P 0 N S E T 0 H E R AP P E AL I S I N 0 R D E R . SU C H A 
RESP 0 NS E SH 0 UL D. WE BEL I EVE. SEEK T 0 C 0 RR EC T MRS. 
MILGROM' S APPARENT MISUNDERSTANDING REGARDING OUR 
SIGNATURE OF THE MADRID AGREEMENT, AND MIGHT BUILD 
ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

THE USG SHARES YOUR DEEP SENSE OF GRIEF ANDFRUSTRA­
T ION OVER THE SOVIET UNION'S CONTINUED INCARCERATION Of 
YOUR SON. 

-- AS YOU KNOW. OUR DELEGATION AT THE MADRID CSCE 
CONFERENCE REPEATEDLY SOUGHT FROM THE SOVIETS A COMMIT-
MENT THAT ANATOLIY WOULD BE RELEASED . THE SOVIET 
DELEGATION DID SUGGEST THAT CONSIDERATION WAS BEING 
GIVEN TO EARLY RELEASE FOR ANATOLIY. WHILE OUR SIGNING 
THE MADRID AGREEMENT WAS NOT MADE EXPRESSLY CONTINGENT 
ON HIS RELEASE. WE HAVE MADE CLEAR TO THE SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES THAT THEIR FAILURE TO RELEASE ANATOLIY 
WILL HAVE SERIOUS EFFECTS FOR OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

-- THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY 
TO PURSUE YOUR SON'S CASE WITH THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES. 
MAKING IT CLEAR THAT WE CONSIDER HIS CONTINUED IMPRISON­
MENT A VIOLATION Of BOTH THE HELSINKI AND MADRID · AGREE­
MENTS . 

-- THE COE PREPARATORY MEETING IN HELSINKI HAS COMPLETED 

--

S/S-0 
INCOMIN 

NOD883 
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ACTION NODS-BB 

JNFO OCT-BB ADS-BB /BBB W 
------------------JB9B25 1815361 /42 

P 1815261 NOV 83 lFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 267B 

C 0 ~--J~--+~·l) E N T I AL SECTION 93 OF BJ MOSCOW 1447B -
NODIS 

E. 0. 12J56: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: SHUM, UR. US 
SUBJECT: IDA MILGROM APPEALS TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 

ITS WORK. WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT YOUR APPEAL IS 
BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE DELEGATES TO THE FULL 
CONFERENCE WHEN IT CONVENES IN JANUARY. 
HARTMAN 

S/S-0 
INGOMIN 

NOD882 
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AN00089 -
OTG: 0Jl81JZ FEB 84 

TOR: 034:04322 

P~N: ono:· 
CSN:HCErg, 

C1'."RIBL·''ON: STE1-0J ~ RAl-01 KRAM-01 SOMM-Ol LE'·IC-0; 

MAT-01 CJBB-lll /008 Ac 

\./HTS ASSIGl<ED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: KIMM JP VP SIT EOE 

E CE 

ROUTINE 

STU4867 

DE RUFHOL >2978 0l21312 

R 0ll8llZ FEB 84 

FM i;McMBASSY FO~W 

TC 3ECS1ATE V.SHDC &012 

INFO USIA \IASHDC 7412 

ll.MCO~su, FRANKFURT lo3e 

•ME~BASSY MOSCOW 4523 

'.,:;'. ,,;,:,:, ·,,,. """" """ M r,f,.,/•z, 
STATE 'OR EUR, H~ AND FA 

USIA FOR EL AND PIG 
E.0. 12356: NIA 

TAGS GSCE, SHUM, G: 

SUBIE:T LETTER T~ •f'o'DE!H R'"Gio:I ;Ro~ INT[R'~"Tl81HL 

SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHT, •BOUT FRO'ESSOR YURI ORLO\ 

1. THE EMBASSY H~S RECEIVED~ LETTER DATED J~NUARY ll 

FROM THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 

FRANKFURT ADDRESSED TO PRESIDE!il REAGAN AND ASKING 

HIM TO iNTERVENE WITH SOVIET AUT~ORITiES FOR T~E 

RELEASE OF PROF. iURI DRLOV ~ND OTHER POLITICA" 

PRISONERS. THE LETTER IS SIGNED 6' DR. REINHARD 

GNAUCK, CHAIRMAN. AND BY YURI BELOIJ OF THE USS' 
DEFARTMENT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER: 

"\IE TURN TO YOU AS THE REFRESEIHAT!VE OF A STATE \IHIC~ 

HAS SIGNED THE FINAL DOCUHEIH Of THE CONFERENCE FOF 

SAFETY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE AT HELSINKI AS WELL 

AS THE FINAL DOClME!IT O' THE c:cE-fOLLO«-UF CO'lfERrnGE 
IN MADRID. 

3. '~HEN THE FINAL DOCUMENT OF HELSINKI HAD BEEN 

SIGNED ON AUGUST lST, 1975, :N THE SOVIET UNION ROSE 

A MOVEMENT WITH THE AIM TO OBSERVE THE REALISATION 

OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS. 01! \/'ICf ALSO THE IJSSP Hl<D "GREEC 

THIS ~OVEMENT hAS B'.COME i.IW-'li i''. THE 'hELSiliKl-GROU~S 

IN THE \./EST. THE ONE WHO STARTED THIS MOVEMENT WAS THE 

PHYSICIST PROF. YURI ORLOV FROM MOSCOW, \./HO TODAY 

IS I~ PRISCN. DETD.l'"E;J 11,rGR~P.'ION YOU SHALL FIND 
ENCLOSED. 

4. 'NOT OIHY WE, BUT ALSC MAliY OT~ER PEOPLE, "<HO PRE 

GENUINELY CONCERNED FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS, ARE ~ORRIED 

ABOUT PROF. ORLOV' S FATE, .<ND ALSO THAT OF OTHER 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEll SENT TO PKISOli, ONLT BECAUSE :HEY 
WERE .oR~.ING FOR THE DECISICl•S OF HE,:Ufrl TO cOME 
TO L IF E. 

0. 'YOUR COUl<TRY hAS M~DE AN ESSEl<Tl.;l co1.TR1BUTION 

BY ~EMOMSTR.4TlllG AIJEW THE \AcUE OF "l~I: R!G~TS IN 

POiN' 9 OF THE FRINCIPlES IN Ti[ C'.i.'..'.'c"!C 

DOCUMENT OF !Ht CSCE·FOllO·-~' CJNFERE'ICf IN ~.;.ORI. 

\.IHICH \it.~ SIG'<EC B• 1L•JR COLJNTR¥ L .E.l Ac B' ·.1: 

USSF., AND Bl ~HE~ '!G THE P.ART !GULA' ~' ·''".!L 

0' ACl 10•1~ TS Fill 1 · -11 Te '.,. 

6. "Ii[ THEREfDF.: \./ANT TO A~~ <OU, IWi 0 FQF::,[· 

PROF ORLOU AND HIS FELL0\.1-SUFFERERS PLENS[ 

USE ALL ME•N: \iHICH AF: AVAILABLE 10 nu TO REMllE 

SOV1[1 JFFICIALS OF THEIR F.4TE 'Ir NTERCEDE FOR 

THE IR RE LEAS~ 

7. "WE SINCERELY HOPE, lriAT VOL' \/ILL SHARE OUR COliCERN, 

AND \.IOULC BE GRATE FU. TO RECE 'VE YOUP ANS\.IER. '' 

&. THE "DETAICED INFOF.1AT!ON' HENT!CflED If; PARA THREE 

ABOVE REFERS TO A :HORT H1;TQR\ OF 'c.ELSl!•li1 GROUPS" IN 

THE oOVIE' UN,ON AND TC SHEET' OF ·~fOR~AT!ON ON 

REL1<1EC SLE.EC~:. Trc' :c; ,, 10 Cjll'A N :.c NE\./ 

INFORMoTiCN. \.IE \.II,: FJPi./PRD THEM TO e~ JE 0 ARTMErH 

ON REQUEST 

9. WE AF.E srnJlilG G~AL:C~ .. ~ BR.[f lET"E" CF ~cr.11c.: fOG­

MENT. 

SDCloT' FOR H'JMAN RIGHTS .~Co BEEN ~c-' .E 'OR QUl'E 

SOME TIME !I< CALliNG P'BLIC ATH:,i :Jil :: HUMAN 

R!GhTS ABUSES IN THE SOVIET UN'OIL h cAiE 1982 

~Im EARL y 198) IT rUBL: Sh ED DOCUME:n: JI; THE 

L!SE OF 'ORCED LABOR 01, THE 'IE\I S8VIE- I": P "Ee iNE 

A REF: SIGNED c'1;. O:'llCR OFF'C Ac 

BURNS 

BT 

SQNF ~ DEtrl rAt 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 15, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: JOHN LENCZOWSKI .Jl--
SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Avital Shcharansky 

I do not believe that a Presidential meeting with Mrs. 
Shcharansky would serve any useful purpose at this time. The 
President has met with her before at least once if not more. We 
have made many efforts through special diplomatic channels as 
well as through public statements to seek her husband's release. 
We are not giving up either. Shcharansky continues to be on the 
list of special individuals for whose release we make constant 
representations to the Soviet Government. 

A meeting like this could serve not only the Shcharanskys' 
welfare but also the broader issues of human rights in general 
and the plight of Jews in particular in the USSR. It does not 
appear, however, that the human rights issue is one which we are 
prepared to press at this time of leadership transition. But if 
the question of Soviet Jewry is one with particularly pressing 
domestic political exigencies, perhaps a meeting should take 
place. 

If I had my druthers, I would have the President meet with a 
Shcharansky, a Bukovsky and a Solzhenitsyn at least once a week. 
But given various competing pressures, I do not think it is 
called for at this time. 

j . -: , f / Jt.. (-:.. f) 
Walt Raymond and Ron Sable concur. 

cc: Jack Matlock 

CONF DENTIAL 
Decla sify on: OADR 

OEQASS\FiED 

NLRRi.Pb-l( v/1 ¢2'f</o 

BY _Cg_ __ '·IA.RADAiE~ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE \\.HlTL HOl.SE 

February 13, 1984 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

KATHY RATTE JAFFKE~ 
Request that the President Meet 
with Avital Shcharansky 
(Charles Percy, ID#203440) 

I understand that NSC has already received several calls 
regarding Senator Percy's request that the President meet 
with Avital Shcharansky. The attached letter will be coming 
to you through the normal channels, with a copy of our interim 
response. The advance copy will serve to give you the opportunity 
to staff the file and coordinate a final response with the 
Scheduling Office. 
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F~'D'!' BOSCMWtTZ. MINN· 

Lt.RAY PRESSLER. S 0AI( 

FRl.NK M MURl(OWSl(l. ALASKA 

' J· 

A~A...._ (l.\L'.::-0"'- CALIF 

CHF.'.STOPr--Ui J DODD. CO"-i"l 

SCOTI COHEN. STAFF DIA(:-:--or 

GERVLO B. CHRISTIANSON. MINORITY ST AH DIRECTOR 

February 10, 1984 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

linittd ~tatcs ~rnatc 
COMMIITEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20510 

Yesterday I met with Avital Shcharansky, the wife of Anatoliy 
who is quite ill in a Soviet prison. Avital met you in 1981 
and since then she has continued to make appeals around the 
world for the release of her husband. She and I think that 
now is the time to make a new effort. 

Avital said to me that her meeting with you in 1981 gave her 
added strength and provided visibility and momentum for many, 
many efforts in this country, and she earnestly hopes to meet 
with you again as soon as possible. I hope that you could take 
the time to meet with her on behalf of Anatoliy, and for all the 
Jews and other minorities who are oppressed in the Soviet Union. 

Percy 

CHP:gtm 
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~fEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 15, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: JOHN LENCZOWSKI JL--
SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Avital Shcharansky 

I do not believe that a Presidential meeting with Mrs. 
Shcharansky would serve any useful purpose at this time. The 
President has met with her before at least once if not more. We 
have made many efforts through special diplomatic channels as 
well as through public statements to seek her husband's release. 
We are not giving up either. Shcharansky continues to be on the 
list of special individuals for whose release we make constant 
representations to the Soviet Government. 

A meeting like this could serve not only the Shcharanskys' 
welfare but also the broader issues of human rights in general 
and the plight of Jews in particular in the USSR. It does not 
appear, however, that the human rights issue is one which we are 
prepared to press at this time of leadership transition. But if 
the question of Soviet Jewry is one with particularly pressing 
domestic political exigencies, perhaps a meeting should take 
place. 

If I had my druthers, I would have the President meet with a 
Shcharansky, a Bukovsky and a Solzhenitsyn at least once a week. 
But given various competing pressures, I do not think it is 
called for at this time. 

j L- .(;,, w? JL--f:.- K 5 
Walt Raymond and Ron Sable concur. 

cc: Jack Matlock 

OADR 

Dl!ClASSlt=IEO 

NLRR 

svlJJ_ 
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COMMENTS. 

JC' {'YC. o 
FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 15, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: JOHN LENCZOWSKI Jl--
SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Avital Shcharansky 

I do not believe that a Presidential meeting with Mrs. 
Shcharansky would serve any useful purpose at this time. The 
President has met with her before at least once if not more. We 
have made many efforts through special diplomatic channels as 
well as through public statements to seek her husband's release. 
We are not giving up either. Shcharansky continues to be on the 
list of special individuals for whose release we make constant 
representations to the Soviet Government. 

A meeting like this could serve not only the Shcharanskys' 
welfare but also the broader issues of human rights in general 
and the plight of Jews in particular in the USSR. It does not 
appear, however, that the human rights issue is one which we are 
prepared to press at this time of leadership transition. But if 
the question of Soviet Jewry is one with particularly pressing 
domestic political exigencies, perhaps a meeting should take 
place. 

If I had my druthers, I would have the President meet with a 
Shcharansky, a Bukovsky and a Solzhenitsyn at least once a week. 
But given various competing pressures, I do not think it is 
called for at this time • 

.)L- I;,.. t,,;~ J1.-F....KS 
Walt Raymond and Ron Sable concur. 

cc: 

OADR 



ME~10RANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 13, 1984 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN 

KATHY RATTE JAFFKE~ 
Request that the President Meet· 
with Avital Shcharansky 
(Charles Percy, ID#203440) 

I understand that NSC has already received several calls 
regarding Senator Percy's request that the President meet 
with Avital Shcharansky. The attached letter will be coming 
to you through the normal channels, with a copy of our interim 
response. The advance copy will serve to give you the opportunity 
to staff the file and coordinate a final response with the 
Scheduling Office. 



CHARLES H PERCY, ILL. CHAIRMAll 

HOWARD H BAltER. JR. TENN_ 
JESSE HELMS. N.C 
RICHARD G LUGAR. IND 
CHARLES McC MATHl4S. JR. MD. 

r;ANCY l. K4SSEB4UM. KANS. 
RUDY BOS~HWJTZ. MINN.· 

LARRY PRESSLER. S. OAK 
>FRANlt H. MURKOWSKI. ALA.SltA 

CLAIBORNE PELL A.I 
JOSE~H R BIDEN. JR., DEL 
JOHN GLENN. OHIO 

PAUL $. SARBANES. MD. 

EDWARD ZORINSKY. NEBR. 
PAULE. TSONGA$, MASS. 
ALAN CRANSTON. CALIF. 
CHRISTOPHER J. DODD. CONN. 

SCOTT COHEN. STAFF DIRECTOR 
GERYLD 8. CHRISTIANSON. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

February 10, 1984 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear .Mr. President: 

<linitcd cStatc.s cSrnatc 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20510 

Yesterday I met with Avita! Shcharansky, the wife of Anatoliy 
who is quite ill in a Soviet prison. Avital met you in 1981 
and since then she has continued to make appeals around the 
world for the release of her husband. She and I think that 
now is the time to make a new effort. 

Avital said to me that her meeting with you in 1981 gave her 
added strength and provided visibility and momentum for many, 
many efforts in this country, and she earnestly hopes to meet 
with you again as soon as possible. I hope that you could take 
the time to meet with her on behalf of Anatoliy, and for all the 
Jews and other minorities who are oppressed in the Soviet Union. 

Percy 

CHP:gtm 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

March 16, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

STEVEN E. STEINERj~f 

Commemoration of Sakharov Day 

As reflected in the earlier scheduling proposal attached at 
Tab I, it was requested some time ago that as part of our 
commemoration of International Sakharov Day on May 21 a 
concert be given at the White House in May by the Soviet 
Emigre Orchestra. This request went forward from Whittlesey's 
office with NSC and State support. 

My understanding is that a decision has been deferred until 
April. Orchestras are extremely hard to schedule, however, 
and considerable advance notice is needed. This is a first 
class orchestra which has received very favorable publicity on 
the CBS Sunday Morning program and in a film which has been 
shown at the Kennedy Center. They are giving a performance in 
Carnegie Hall in New York in connection with Sakharov Day and 
will then undertake a long European tour supported by USIA. 
We therefore need to decide promptly whether to invite them to 
give a White House performance in May. 

/-c. 
7tfwa1 t Raymond, ).f~ck Matlock and I all continue to feel that 

this is a good idea. The orchestra is excellent, and the 
President is committed to Sakharov's cause. Although we could 
have a concert without an appearance by the President, our 
recommendation would be that he make at least a brief appear­
ance. 

State (Elliott Abrams and Mark Palmer) and USIA (Deputy 
Director Lenkowsky) concur that we should move forward on 
this. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you seek to expedite a favorable decision on scheduling 
the Orchestra. 

Approve ,/ .. Disapprove 

Attachment ~ ~ 
1 
~ 

Tab I Schedule Proposal, Jan 25, 84 
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THE WHITE HOL'SE 

\ ... ,.. ,, . ' 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLANE-b1(C..-'7 

SUBJECT: Cable on Imprisoned Soviet Dissident 

Elliott Abrams has shared with us a cable from Embassy Moscow 
reporting on the good effects of your recent remarks about Iosif 
Begun: You might like to see the cable. 

Attachment: 

Tab A Cable from Embassy Moscow No. 03269 

QEGLASS\Ht:.D 

NLRR fQb7tt/1 ri9~~ 
{cl _ NARA DATE .:i./:iLd-OADR 

BY 

CONFl~TIAL cc Vice President 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1984 

Mr. Robert McFarlane 
National Security Advisor 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Bud: 

2490 

I wanted to be sure you saw the attached cable, 
which notes the gratitude of the family of Iosif Begun 
to the President. It occurred to me that you might want 
to bring this to the President's attention so that he 
knows the message gets through right to the Soviet Union, 
and has a real effect. 

Attachment: 

S-itncerely, 

(·',,~· 
' 1 fdil 
ii1iott Abrams 
Assistant Secretary for Human 

Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 

Confidential State Cable, Moscow 03269 

EA:ksr 
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2. BORIS BEGUN AND INNA SPERANSKAYA, SON AND COMMON­
IAW WIFE CF IMPRISONEB JEWISH DISSIDENT IOSIF BEGUN, 
TCLD EMEOFF MARCH 17 TEAT TWO LETTERS FROM IOSIF 
ARRIVED MARCH le AND 15, MAILED FROM THE LABOR CAMP 
IN FERM ~HERE EE IS INCARCERATED. INNA SAID THAT IT 
WAS APPAR2NT FROM THE LETTERS THAT IOSIF'S HE~LTH AND 
~CCt WERE GOCD. IOSIF WROTE THAT FOOD ANI GENERAL 
CONDITIONS WERE GOOD IN PERM (SHE INTERPRETED THIS TO 
MZAN "BETTER" THAN IN THE PRISON IN VLADIMI.R) AND THAT 
~I WAS BEING ALLOWED TO RUN FOR PHYSICAL IXERCISE. 
INNA NOTED THAT SHE HAD RECEI~ED TWO LETTERS FROM IOSIF 
T~ FEBRUARY AND TWO IN MARCH, INDICATING THAT PRISON 
AUTHC?ITIES THUS FAR ARE COMPLYING WITH REGULATIC~S 
T~AT PERMIT PRISONERS TO SEND TWO LETTERS PER MONTH. 

CC r:F IDE NTIAL 
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~. EMECFF ERIEFLY RECCUNTEt TC THE BEGUN ~PMILY TEE 
F?~SIDENT'S MARCH 13 REMARKS TO THE yonNCj T.liADF"R~FIP 
CCNF!~ENCE OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL IN WHICH THE 
.??~SILENT SPECIFICALLY RtFERRED TO ICSIF EEGUN. INNA 
7XFRESSED THE FAMILY'S GRATITUDE ADDING "TEIS WOR~S 
FCR IOSIF ••. THIS MAKES THE DIFFERENCE, FViN IN LITTLE 

1=INGS LIKE FOOD." 

~. INNA AND ECRIS PLAN TO TRAVEL TO PERM AGAIN AS 
SCON AS THEY 1ECEIVE A LETTER FROM IOSIF TELLING THEM 
~C CGME, PRlSU~AELY AFTER THE INFLUENZA OUTEREAK IN 
TEE AREA ABATES AND THE QUARANTINE ON THE CAMP IS LIFTED 
(11.~FTEL). 
'Z I~MER:'1AN~; 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

April 5, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: JOHN LENCZOWSKI j (..... 
SJGNeo 

SUBJECT: Cable on Imprisoned Soviet Dissident 

,., 

Elliott Abrams has sent you a note recommending that you share 
with the President a cable from Embassy Moscow. The cable 
(Tab A) reports that the President's remarks in support of Iosif 
Begun reached members of the imprisoned dissident's family, who 
testify that such Presidential support does have beneficent 
effects. (\~/ 

Jack Matlo&fconcurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you. forward the memorandum at Tab I with the attached cable 
to the President. 

Approve~~~~-~-- Disapprove ------

Attachments: 

Tab I 

Tab A 

CONF DENTIAL 
Decla: sify on: 

Memorandum to the President 

Letter from Elliott Abrams with attached cable 

OADR BY 

DECLn~1 ..:.-.i- 1•-0 

NLRR fDlo--11 tl1
11

CJ ~(pb 
(/.J NARA DATE &ii< /bt'f 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 28, 1984 

Dear Mr. Yankelevich: 

I appreciated your letter of February 28 
and was much touched by our meeting. 

Academician Sakharov's letter has been 
brought to the President's attention, and 
you can rest assured that we are doing all 
we can to get a humane resolution to the 
tragic situation forced upon both Mrs. 
Bonner and Dr. Sakharov. We understand 
the urgency of the situation and are doing 
all we can to draw attention to it. 

With best personal regards, 

F. Matlock 
Special Assistant to 

the President 

Mr. Efrem Yankelevich 
54 Maplewood Avenue 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 



• Efrem Yankelevich 
54 Maplewood Avenue 

Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 964-8528 

Ambassador Jack F.Matlock Jr. 
National Security Council 

Dear Ambassador Matlock: 

February 28, 1984 

Thank you for seeing me on such a short notice. 

After having an opportunity to reflect on our conversation, I came 
to the conclusion tnEt a personal le~ter from the President to 
Mr.Chernenko, asking him to allow Mrs.Bonner-Sakh rov to seek medical 
help abroad, has, ~t the present situation, the best chance to sucG~~d. 

Of course, if there is an indication tha the Soviet side is 
willing to make the firs~ step toward improvement of the US-Soviet 
relations, then there would have been other possibilities to pursue. 
For instance, the exit visa for Mrs.Bonner-Sakharov could be asked for 
as an indication of the Soviet. l.11tentions. 

Unfortunately, however, Mrs.Bonner-Sakharov's heart conditi ~s 
such that we cannot afford to wait until the Soviet intentions become 
clear enough. Therefore, again, in these circumstances a personal 
letter from the President, appealing to Mr.Chernenko u, humanita l.an 
grounds, seems to present the only opportunity to int~rven fectively 
on behalf of Mrs.Sakharov. 

This approach would have al.SO an advantage of placing the problem 
of Mrs.Sakharov's medical treatment, to a degree, outside the current 
general problems of the US-Soviet relations. 

About a month ago, I sent to the President a lett. r, which 
Dr.Sakharov asked me ~ convey to President Reagan as well as to a 
number of ther Western leaders. Please find enclosed a copy of this 
letter. 

Sincerely yours 



.. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

Sir: 

I appeal to you with a request which is purely personal in 
character, but is of grave importance to me. 

I ask you to help my wife obtain permission to travel abroad. The 
purpose of the trip is, first of all, to be treat d for heart disease, 
which directly threatens her life, and for an eye operation and 
treatment, and also to visit her children and granchildren, and to take 
her mother back to the USSR. 

It seems to us dangerous to seek medical treatmen~ for my wife in 
the USSR. She is the person portrayed by Soviet prop1ganda as the 
instigator of my public activity. Only this year these al egations 
(laced with the most vicious and refined slander) wvr repeated in 
three publications with a to l circulation of more than 10 million 
copies. The responsibil~ty for my public statements, in particular for 
my writings on the problems of war and peace, is placed, gainst any 
common sense, upon my wife. A hate campaign has been provoked against 
her. In thousands of letters, on the streets, in the train she is 
accosted and accused of being a Zionist, a traitor to the Motherland, 
who may bring a thermonuclear death upon the Soviet people and the 
world, of being a murdere • We have reasons to fear that plan for her 
physical eliminatation exists, and has already been set in motior. But 
even if it is not so, it is neverthelvs impos ible to obtain effective 
medical treatment for her in the USSR considering the current hate 
campaign and the constant irterfe nee of normedical forces in her 
treatment. 

Some details. In 1974, my wife has experianced a flare-up of eyv 
disease, which had bven caused by a concu osion she suffered a~ the 
front during World War 2. After the long struggle, with help from 
world public opinio , ard t the cost of a partial but permane t loss 
of her v_sion, she obtained permission to tr~vel abroad for eye 
treatment in 1975, 1977, and 1979. In 1981-1982, the ne d arose for 
another trip abroad for ye treatment. In September 1982, my wife 
applied for the trip. The usual term to consider such an pplication is 
not more than 2 months, but up to now she las not receive a reply. In 
1983, my wife's health sharply detiorated. She still requires treatment 
for her ey s, but now more urgent problem has dev loped. On April 25, 
she suffered a massive miocardial infarct. Her condition s st 11 not 
stable and remains dangerous. Our a~tempts, in May and June of this 
year, to gain admission to the hospital of the Academy of Sciences for 
both of us, which would have alleviated to som d gr e the 



f, ' 
c 

-2-

apprehensions I have mentioned, proved to be unsuccesful, despite the 
conclusion of a medical commission who v~sited me in Gorky and has 
confirmed that I, too, require hospitalization. My wife is practically 
lef~ without medical a sistance. Our Moscow apartment is guarded by 
police (just as in Gorky, only there are six policemen on duty). There 
is no t lephone in the Moscow partmer.t, and no public phone on the 
stre t, so she cannot call an mbulance in case of a sudden heart 
~wtack. Doctors hesi ate to visit he iOr fear of the cons~quences. 
Now, the only acceptable solution for her is to travel abrod for 
medical treatment. Only this can save her life! 

Our children and grandchildren became hostages of my public 
activity and were forced to emigrate, in 1977-1978. A tragic separ tion 
of our family occured. They live in the United Sta es. Since 1980, my 
83-years-old mother-in-law, Ruth G.Bonner, has be n visit ng them. In 
1981, the hungerstrike held bj my wife and myself has secured the 
possibility for my daughter-in-law, Liza Alekse va, to join her husband 
in the United States. The tragedy of separation is made worse by the 
almost complete lack of communications. On November 10 1983, I asked 
the Head of Soviet State, Yuri V.Andropov to allow my wife to travel 
abroad. I ask you to support my request in the form you find 
a)propriate. 

Save my wife ! 

November 1983 Respectfully 

Andrei Sakharov 
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RC3E?T C. !''[A..:,:,A!'\E 

.:Acr ~:.P,'I'i.,OC~. 

!·:rs. Shch2r2~ky' s F2quc:-st 

Anril 4, 1984 

for t:ceting with Baker 

h\'ital Shrh2~a~~ky has telephoned Jim Baker's office to request a 
0ifPting to ciSCUSS "new information OD hey hicsband's sit1...;atio;;." 
L' i rr C i cc on i , v; ;; o rec e i v e d th e ca 11 , [; a s t :-i e :: r:-: pre s s i o y; 1 ho he v e r , 
that she w~ulc be satisfied to ~cet with so~erne fro~ the NSC. 

~r-! =~....,~.::_ ~-c.:: s!~~~, 

~~!""I 

ro tc Mr. :Saker r::eet inc wi tr. Mrs. 
- -

T ~~]~eve it w~L:Jc be sufficie~t for me to meet 
~r€s~~:es en his sch~cule. 7herefore, I would 
~~1-Je be toJd tI12t cltfj·~-,·:Jch 1-'r. E-,3-kPr's cclendar 

with 

is 
:':l'Jl :-::-:c.:~i:o 1---~ c;. :·.c,r+:ure I'.av lC•, I v.;oulc be 2vail2ble to discuss 
~er ~~~~2~~·s s~,~~tic~ ~ith ~er. 

T)-;2"c E::-s. S}-,;:-:J-,a:ce:rs}.:,· be o..-fer,c;c 2 r:r-e":-i::c; v·ith ne in lieu of f>'ir. 
~.s_J~er. 

i:-·o.b I 1984 

re. Dr. ~enczo~ski 

• 
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M2~·"0?J\NDUM FOR RO EE RT K HE'1I TT 

FRm1: CICCO::-~rojV/ 
..____, 

SCB'-1ECT: Fhone call from Mrs. f.Jlatoly Scharansky 

As we discussed earlier toaay, I received a phone call from Avital 
Schara~sky, whose h~sband hnatoly ~as been persecuted and imprisoned 
in the Soviet G~ion. She wjll be in the U.S. until ~ay 10, and has 
re~~csted a ~eet~na with JiD Eaker to discuss new inforffiation on her 
~~sband 1 s situation. 

sri,:i-uld be held. I t i_ s 
if NSC could advise on vheth2r such a ffieeting 
my impression that Mrs. Sc~ara~sky would 

pr~~abl~· be satisfied to meet with someone from ~SC in lieu of Mr. 
Ea~er. If you w~sh to contact her directly, she can be reached at 
\212) 884-C930 or (212) 884-4617. 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

C~ENTIAL 
• April 5, 1984 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FRO~: JOHN LENCZOWSKI) ..___ 

SUBJECT: Cable on Imprisoned Soviet Dissident 

Elliott Abrams has sent you a note recommending that you share 
with the President a cable from Embassy Moscow. The cable 
(Tab A) reports that the President's remarks in support of Iosif 
Begun reached members of the imprisoned dissident's family, who 
testify that such Presidential support does have beneficent 
effects. 

Jack Matlock concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I with the attached cable 
to the President. 

Approve ------- Disapprove -------

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter from Elliott Abrams with attached cable 

OECG-\vv1f u .. u 

NLRR f bb1 ,~ /1 1- j ~I 
0J NARA DATEJe./iskt:; BY 

OADR 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

SUBJECT: Cable on Imprisoned Soviet Dissident 

Elliott Abrams has shared with us a cable from Embassy Moscow 
reporting on the good effects of your recent remarks about Iosif 

' Begun. You might like to see the cable. 

Attachment: 

Tab A Cable from Embassy Moscow No. 03269 

CONF~TIAL 
Declassify on: OADR 

DECLA881FED 

NlRR Db - _ -~CJ'/ t ;_, 

BY __fl_, NP,RADATF 7 7 /o} 

·c~L 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1984 

Mr. Robert McFarlane 
National Security Advisor 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Bud: 

2490 

I wanted to be sure you saw the attached cable, 
which notes the gratitude of the family of Iosif Begun 
to the President. It occurred to me that you might want 
to bring this to the President's attention so that he 
knows the message gets through right to the Soviet Union, 
and has a real effect. 

Attachment: 

(cerel~ 

!£:Abrams 
Assistant Secretary for Human 

Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 

Confidential State Cable, Moscow 03269 

EA:ksr 
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~ 0 N F I D 1 N 1 I A 1 ~oscov 032f9 
J.C. 12356: tECL: OArR 
'I.ftGS: S!:lUt", UR 
SU!JEC'I: CONFINEMENT COhDITIONS FOR IOSIF BEGU~ IMPROVF 
REF: MOSCOW e3e63 
1. ~ENTIRE '!EXT) 

2. FORIS BEGUN ANI INNA SPERANSKAYA, SON AND COMMO~­
lAW WIFE CF IMPRISO~Ir JIKISF DISSIDI~T ICSIF BEGU~, 
TCLD lM]Q}F M.AR8H 17 TEAT T~O LETTERS FROM IOSIF 
PRRIVED MARCE lC ANl 15, MAILFr FROM TEE IAFCR CAMP 
IN PIPM \~ERE EI IS I~CARC1RATED. IN~A SAID TEAT IT 
~AS APPARiNT FROM THE LETTFRS THAi IOSIF'S HI!LTH AND 
~ccr ¥EF~ Goer. IOSIF ~ROTE TRAT FOGt A~I GE~ERAl 
CONDITIC~S ~lRI GOOD IN FIRM (SHE INTFEPRlTlD THIS TO 
~iAN "EETTER" THA~ IN THE PPISON IN VLADIMIR) ANI TEAT 
EE WA~ EII~G AILCWlD TC RU~. FOR PHYSICAL EXIRCI~l. 
I~NA NOTJD TEAT SEl BAD RECEIVED TWO LETTERS IROM IOSIF 
TK F!PRUARY AND T~O IN MARCH, INTICATING THAT PRISON 
JUTHCRITIES THUS FAR ARE COMPLYI~G WITH REGUL!TIO~S 
!RAT PERMIT PRISONERS re SlNB TWO LETTERS PER MONTH. 

ccr FIDE~:TIAL 
CONFIDINTIAL 
PAGF e2 MOSCO~ 03259 1915252 
~. EMECFF ERIIFLY RECCUNTEf TO THE EIGUt ~PMILY TEF 
FFISIDEN'I"S MARCH 13 REMARKS TO THE YOITNG I,]fl,DIBf"BIP 
CONF!~FNCE OF THF UNITED JE~ISH APPFAl IN ~FICH T3F 
F~ESII}~T SPICIFICALLY RlIEPRID TC ICSIF EEGUN. I~~A 
5XFRESSED TBE }AMILY'S GRATITUD1 ADDING "THIS ¥0Rvs 
H'R lOSIF ••• THI~ MAKES THE f•IFFE]ENCE, FVFN IN I.ITTLE 

I~INGS LIKE FOOD." 

!. INNA AND IORIS PLAN TO TRAVEL TO PIRM AGAIN AS 
;ooN 4S THEY RECEIVE A LETTER FROM IOSIF TELLING THEM 
~O COMI, PR1SU~AELY AFTER THE INFLUENZA OUTBREAK I~ 
:EI AREA ABATlS AND THI QUARANTINE ON THF CAMP IS LIFTED 
'RF.FTEL). 
'. IMMIRMAN~ 

C~~'.FIDtNTIAL I PAGE 1 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SYSTEM II 
90499 

April 19, 1984 

ROBERT C. Mp.CR~ 

JACK MATLOC 

Sakharov Plan for Hunger Strike 

George Shultz has sent a memorandum to the President (TAB I) 
describing a request Embassy Moscow has received from Sakharov's 
wife, Elena Bonner, for refuge in the Embassy while Sakharov goes 
on a hunger strike in an effort to force the Soviet authorities 
to allow Mrs. Bonner to leave the Soviet Union for medical 
treatment. Secretary Shultz recommends that the President send a 
letter to Chernenko urging him to allow Mrs. Bonner to leave, in 
order to avoid the damage to our relations which a hunger strike 
by Sakharov -- which could lead to his death, given his tenuous 
health -- would inflict. 

I concur in this recommendation. The fact is that it will be 
most difficult to refuse Mrs. Bonner refuge without considerable 
adverse publicity, yet her taking refuge in the Embassy would 
make it much more difficult for the Soviet authorities to grant 
her exit permission. She and Sakharov might be dissuaded from 
this course if she could be told that the President had sent a 
personal message on her behalf. And it cannot be excluded that 
the Soviets would in fact see the wisdom in letting her go before 
the whole issue becomes even more of a cause cel~bre. 

Recommendation: 

That you forward Secretary Shultz's memorandum to the President 
with the recommendation that he sign the letter. 

Approve Disapprove __ 

Attachments: 

Tab I Shultz-President Memorandum of April 18, 1984 

Tab A - Letter to Chernenko for President's Signature 

DECL-tS$1rit:LJ 

SECRET/SE SITIVE 
Declassify on: OADR 

NLRR pob-L f y/1 1-q V h3 

BY (Jt NARADATE fo/if /1'i 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

From: 

Subject: 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

ES SENSITIVE 
8411701 

SYSTEM II 
90499 

SE-cRET /SENSITIVE 

/ 'l 1 Apr1 8, 1984 

THE PRESIDENT 

George·P. Shultz 

Sakharov Plans to Go on Hunger Strike 

Elena Bonner, Sakharov's wife, has left with our Embassy in 
Moscow several documents "to hold until her return". They indicate 
that Sakharov had planned to begin a hunger strike April 13 and to 
request our Embassy to offer Mrs. Bonner temporary refuge during 
the hunger strike. His goal was to obtain a positive response to 
Mrs. Bonner's longstanding request for permission to go abroad for 
medical treatment. A medical problem--phlebitis--apparently caused 
him to postpone the hunger strike. Mrs. Bonner is due back May 7 
from Gorkiy, Sakharov's city of exile, and there is a strong 
possibility that he will begin the hunger strike shortly thereafter. 

A Sakharov hunger strike would receive enormous world 
attention. We would come under great pressure to grant Mrs. Bonner 
the refuge Sakharov requests, which would further complicate 
matters. It would be very difficult for the Soviets to give her 
exit permission while she was staying in our Embassy. Moreover, 
once having taken refuge in our Embassy, Mrs. Bonner would be unable 
to play a decisive role in seeking to end Sakharov's hunger strike, 
and the life-threatening consequences would be even more acute. The 
major diplomatic confrontation that would ensue would very likely 
bring the rest of our dialogue to a standstill which, depending on 
the outcome, could endure for some time. 

I think that the best chance for heading this off is for you to 
make a personal appeal to Chernenko to grant exit permission to Mrs. 
Bonner. She has been abroad twice before for medical treatment and 
there appears to be no problem such as state security which would 
keep her from going again. If we were able to tell Mrs. Bonner that 
such a private request had been made, we would have a good chance at 
persuading the Sakharovs not to undertake public steps, such as the 
hunger strike and request for refuge, which would undercut your 
efforts. A draft letter is attached for your consideration. 

[)l!a.A88FIED 

SEC.BET /SENSITIVE 
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I mentioned to you in my letters of March 6 and 
April 16 the need for some positive steps in the 
area of human rights, a matter of great concern 
to the Western public. We may be facing 
developments involving Andrei Sakharov which could 
greatly complicate our efforts to develop a more 
constructive dialogue. It appears that Sakharov 
is seriously considering beginning a hunger strike 
in the near future in an attempt to obtain 
permission for his wife to travel abroad for 
medical treatment. A drastic step such as that 
would, of course, receive world-wide attention. 
I must tell you frankly that no one in this 
country would understand a decision to allow him 
to endanger his health, or to subject him to 
force-feeing. 

Mrs. Bonner has been permitted to travel abroad 
twice before for medical reasons. I urge you to 
intervene personally to ensure that her present 
request receives a favorable response. Let me 
assure you, Mr. Chairman, that in making this 
personal request I am thinking only of the welfare 
of Andrei Sakharov and Elena Bonner and of my 
desire to see an improvement in the relations 
between our two countries. The United States 
government will not publicize this letter and 
would not seek to take any political advantage of 
Mrs. Bonner's presence in the West. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
Moscow 



;::: 1 ! - (1 
-..... 

~r;_~ 



14tS ~ ~'V 

Nationa~rity Council 
The hite House 

System# -
Package# c:rott'l g 

u 
D I~ P I: 35 

Dep. Exec. Sec'y 

SEQUENCE TO H4EEN DISPOSITION 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter ~ 
Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 1 
Bud Mcfarlane ¥_ r'\ 

~ 
/i 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat A 1--o~ 

Situation Room 

I = Information R=Retain D=Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other -----------

COMMENTS Should be seen by: ----------
(Date/Time) 



DECLASdlFfi:D 
'•J r- .,._...-~'"# 

NLRR fol& 11 'f./1 11q Yw f 
MEMORANDUM BY w. NARAOATE E~rl"1 

«61 fi. 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL S Y COUNCIL 

ROBERT C. MtCRL~ 

JACK MATLOC 

Sakharov Plan for Hunger Strike 

George Shultz has sent a memorandum to the President ( ~·~ l 
describing a request Embassy Moscow has received from Sak ~­
wife, Elena Bonner, for refuge in the Embassy while Sakha o g 
on a hunger strike in an effort to force the Soviet author1ti 
to allow Mrs. Bonner to leave the Soviet Union for medical()J 
treatment. Secretary Shultz recommends that the President 
letter to Chernenko urging him to allow Mrs. Bonner to le 
order to avoid the damage to our relations which a hunger 
by Sakharov -- which could lead to his death, given his te 
health -- would inflict. 

I concur in this recommendation. The fact is that it will 
most difficult to refuse Mrs. Bonner refuge without consider 
adverse publicity, yet her taking refuge in the Embassy wou 
make it much more difficult for the Soviet authorities to gra 
her exit permission. She and Sakharov might be dissuaded~ f : 
this course if she ~ould be told that the President had sent • ' 
personal message on her behalf. And it cannot be excluded t t J 
the Soviets would in fact see the wisdom in letting her go e e 
the whole issue becomes even more of a cause cel~bre. 

Recommendation: 

That you forward Secretary Shultz's memorandum to the Presi 
with the recommendation that he sign the letter. 

Approve Disapprove __ 

Attachments: 

Tab I Shultz-President 

Tab A 

v 
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April 18, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

From: George P. Shultz 

Subject: Sakharov Plans to Go on Hunger Strike 

Elena Bonner, Sakharov's wife, has left with our Embassy in 
Moscow several documents "to hold until her return". They indicate 
that Sakharov had planned to begin a hunger strike April 13 and to 
request our Embassy to offer Mrs. Bonner temporary refuge during 
the hunger strike. His goal was to obtain a positive response to 
Mrs. Bonner's longstanding request for permission to go abroad for 
medical treatment. A medical problem--phlebitis--apparently caused 
him to postpone the hunger strike. Mrs. Bonner is due back May 7 
from Gorkiy, Sakharov's city of exile, and there is a strong 
possibility that he will begin the hunger strike shortly thereafter. 

A Sakharov hunger strike would receive enormous world 
attention. We would come under great pressure to grant Mrs. Bonner 
the refuge Sakharov requests, which would further complicate 
matters. It would be very difficult for the Soviets to give her 
exit permission while she was staying in our Embassy. Moreover, 
once having taken refuge in our Embassy, Mrs. Bonner would be unable 
to play a decisive role in seeking to end Sakharov's hunger strike, 
and the life-threatening consequences would be even more acute. The 
major diplomatic confrontation that would ensue would very likely 
bring the rest of our dialogue to a standstill which, depending on 
the outcome, could endure for some time. 

I think that the best chance for heading this off is for you to 
make a personal appeal to Chernenko to grant exit permission to Mrs. 
Bonner. She has been abroad twice before for medical treatment and 
there appears to be no problem such as state security which would 
keep her from going again. If we were able to tell Mrs. Bonner that 
such a private request had been made, we would have a good chance at 
persuading the Sakharovs not to undertake public steps, such as the 
hunger strike and request for refuge, which would undercut your 
efforts. A draft letter is attached for your consideration. 

NLP..R f:JJJo __ -J.1!1h..!.JJ J 3 

BY 0.t. NARA DATE _7_bJ~f 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I mentioned to you in my letters of March 6 and 
April 16 the need for some positive steps in the 
area of human rights, a matter of great concern 
to the Western public. We may be facing 
developments involving Andrei Sakharov which could 
greatly complicate our efforts to develop a more 
constructive dialogue. It appears that Sakharov 
is seriously considering beginning a hunger strike 
in the near future in an attempt to obtain 
permission for his wife to travel abroad for 
medical treatment. A drastic step such as that 
would, of course, receive world-wide attention. 
I must tell you frankly that no one in this 
country would understand a decision to allow him 
to endanger his health, or to subject him to 
force-feeding. 

Mrs. Bonner has been permitted to travel abroad 
twice before for medical reasons. I urge you to 
intervene personally to ensure that her present 
request receives a favorable response. Let me 
assure you, Mr. Chairman, that in making this 
personal request I am thinking only of the welfare 
of Andrei Sakharov and Elena Bonner and of my 
desire to see an improvement in the relations 
between our two countries. The United States 
government will not publicize this letter and 
would not seek to take any political advantage of 
Mrs. Bonner's presence in the West. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
Moscow 

,_ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

His Excellency 
Konstantin Ustinovich Cher"l.enko 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
Moscow 
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STRAIGHT WIRE - OR TELEX 

TELEX: 429 439 FREEDOT\1 

Mr. Ed -Lozanskv 
Freedom House -
20 West 40th Street 
New York, New York 10018 

MAY 7, 1984 

Nancy and I a.re delighted to join all those rrathered to pay 

homage to Dr. Andrei Sakharov on this special occasion. 

·When judged age.inst the backdrop of world events, Andrei 

·Sakharov, it is clear, is one of those rare individuals who has 

transcended difficult challenges to become· part of history. A 

renovmed physicist, Dr. Sakharov has repeatedly demonstrated his 

overriding commitment to international peace and the human rights of 

the peoples of the Soviet Union. In recognition of these singular 

qualities, Dr. Sakharov was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. 

EJ, .. 1.led to the closed city of Gorky in 1980, he and his wife have 

been subjected to continuous harassment and attempted intimidation. 

Even iri the face of his declining health, the Soviet government has 

refused to permit him to enter the Academy of Sciences Hospital in 

Moscow. Nor have the Soviets allowed him to emigrate to another 

country. 

In his strivings for peace and freedom, his life and work serve 

ns testimony to the power of moral courage to inspire people around· 

the globe. By forcefully speaking out and aiding the victims of 

severe repression, he has with his velor brought light and meaning to 

the very heart of liberty. 

.. 
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At this critical time in history. it is incumbent upon us to bring 
· .. 

deserved attention to. the plight of the Sakharovs. 
. . . . .. " .... ·-. . . { . 

It is easy to 

"i_dentify wit~:- their fate. for . they seek the fundamental freedoms that 
.... ·.· ~·· . . . .. .. .. -~~ .... · .,. 

all Americans · cherish.'~--~-·: . ~:. 
. .., .• ... 

.. .. ·"" 

'· 
. As A~d~ei-- ·Sakharov . approaches ~is sixty-third birthday, we 

;.y._.:· f~~e~tly hope" that the c~~g ye~r~ ·will see the realization of the 
•' 

progress ~I':'~ liberty he has so devotedly · sought. 
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THE ANDREI SAKHAROV INSTITUTE 
3001 Veazey Terrace, N.W. 

Suite 332 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Tel. (202) 364·0200 

March 19, 1984 
• Andrei Sakharov 

World Renowned Phyaicist 
Puce Nobel Laureate M~. Carolyn Sund~eth 

The White House 
Wa~hington, D.C. 

Exiled to Gorki. U.S.S.R. Since 1980 

Dear Carolyn: 

It wa~ a plea~ure to talk to you on the phone. I am 
sending you the information about our project and the 
request for a Pre~idential Proclamal~ion on the occa~ion 
of the International Andrei Sakharov Day. 

If thi~ proclamai•ion will be i~sued I think that it 
~hould be addressed to four major groups which are doing 
thi~ project: 

Dr. Edward D. Lozansky, Executive Director, 
Andrei Sakharov Institute 

Rev. Hans Stuckelberger, ·:president 
Christian Soljdarity International 

Mr. Vladimir Bukov~ky, President 
Resistance International 

Mr. David H. Barron, Chnirrnan of the Board 
The Jeff er~on Educational Foundation 

I think that the proclamation should mention not only 
Sakharov but all persecuted christians and jews fighting fo~ 
their basic religious and other human rights. 

Thank you very much for your support. Please do what 
·you can to make sure that we :Will have the Andrei Sakharov 
Day in the White House on May 16 or 17. Linas is working on 
that. Hoping to see you at this day in the White House 
I remain, 

Sincerely. ~ · 

f:!::a~zan~~ 

A non-profit tax exempt orpnll.ation 
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I mentioned to you in my letters of March 6 and 
April 16 the need for some positive steps in the 
area of human rights, a matter of great concern 
to the Western public. We may be facing 
developments involving Andrei Sakharov which could 
greatly complicate our efforts to develop a more 
constructive dialogue. It appears that Sakharov 
is seriously considering beginning a hunger strike 
in the near future in an attempt to obtain 
permission for his wife to travel abroad for 
medical treatment. A drastic step such as that 
would, of course, receive world-wide attention. 
I must tell you frankly that no one in this 
country would understand a decision to allow him 
to endanger his health, or to subject him to 
force-feeding. 

Mrs. Bonner has been permitted to travel abroad 
twice before for medical reasons. I urge you to 
intervene personally to ensure that her present 
request receives a favorable response. Let me 
assure you, Mr. Chairman, that in making this 
personal request I am thinking only of the welfare 
of Andrei Sakharov and Elena Bonner and of my 
desire to see an improvement in the relations 
between our two countries. The United States 
government will not publicize this letter and 
would not seek to take any political advantage of 
Mrs. Bonner's presence in the West. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
Moscow 


