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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1986 

Dear Mr. Michelson: 

Thank you for your letter of April 10. Admiral 
Poindexter has informed me that you met with him 
recently to discuss your case. I fully appre­
ciate the pain and anguish being felt by you and 
your family. 

Your situation represents one of the most tragic 
family separations and constitutes a blatant 
violation of human ri~hts by the Soviet Union. 
You know, over tne years, we~have repeated-ly­
raised your case with Soviet authorities at all 
levels. To my considerable regret, so far our 
actions have not been met with success. Please 
be assured that my Administration will continue 
to seeK""'tne reTease of-your famfly~fhrough ·all 
:goSSl,~;.e~rnes.."ii~ · -- - - --- ---~- ·- · - - --·-- --··-·---

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Anatoly Michelson 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 33577 

,\ 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

... ... . ·r· -f·" ,_.'. ,· . 
.I. l.J \! ~ .. 

April 28, 1986 

THE PRESIDENT ,, . ,· t, l{J 
JOHN M. POINDEXTER'iJT{f<J'i 

Letter from Mr. Michelson SIGNED 

Letter from Mr. Michelson. 

Facts 

Recently, I met with Mr. Anatoly Michelson who discussed his 
long-standing divided family case with me. Specifically, in June 
1956, as Director of the Soviet Engineer Bureau, he travelled to 
Austria and defected. Since his defection 30 years ago, he has 
tried to get his wife and daughter out of the Soviet Union. We 
have repeatedly raised his case in meetings with Soviet 
officials. In my meeting with him, Mr. Michelson proposed 
another "exchange" (i.e. Shcharansky) to include his family, when 
and if appropriate. He also asked that I transmit the attached 
letter (Tab B) to you. 

Discussion 

At Tab A is a response from you to Michelson. Speechwriters and 
State have cleared the text. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

~ That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments: 

Tab A Response for Anatoly Michelson 

Tab B Letter from Michelson 

Prepared by: 
Paula Dobriansky 

cc Vice President 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

/.:'J FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY ' 

SUBJECT: Michelson letter to the President 

3148 

April 21, 1986 

SIGNED 

Per you request, I have attached a memorandum from you to the 
President (Tab I) which forwards Mr. Anatoly Michelson's letter 
(Tab B). Also, at Tab A is a proposed response from the President 
to Michelson. 

Mace-~ck and Ma~ concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Proposed response 
Tab B Michelson's letter 



The President 

ANATOLY MICHELSON 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 

Sarasota, Florida 33577 
(813) 388-1252 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 10, 1986 

I have been a U.S. citizen since 1968. My wife Galina and 
daughter Olga are Soviet citizens. We have been separated for l.Q 
years due to the persistent refusal of the Soviets to give my 
family exit visas. As the Department of State confirms, my 
family's separation is by far the lonqest separation in the 
history of u.s. - u.s.s.R. relations. Our suffering is 
indescribable. As my own representative, Congressman Connie 
Mack, puts it, "Three decades of this family's suffering is one 
of the most cruel tragedies of modern time." Now I am 67 years 
old, my wife is 65, we are both in poor health, and I have never 
had a chance to see my grandson. 

In the last 30 years, I and my beloved ones have uninterrup­
tedly done everything possible to achieve our reunion. Very many 
U.S. congressmen, senators, State Department officials, 
international organizations, and private citizens have appealed 
to the Soviets on this family's behalf. 

It has been suggested that one way to obtain freedom for my 
family would be to make it a part of any deal that the Soviets 
want to make with the U.S. for instance, an exchange of 
certain persons, like the one that took place this year. 

I most respectfully request, Mr. President, any intervention 
you can undertake on my behalf. I implore you to direct the 
Department of State to include this family in the next exchange 
between the u.s. and the u.s.s.R. Thank you very much for all you 
have done and for all you will continue to do. 

With very best regards. 

, Yours t,:uly, .\ ( 

,~\u'.\_~.L~ \.!\\:\~ '-L,(~ c:--..._ 

Anatoly Michelson 
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May 12, 1986 

Dear .M.r. Michelson: 

Thank you for your letter of April 10. Admiral 
Poindexter has informed me that you met with him 
recently to discuss your case. I fully appre­
ciate the pain and anguish being felt by you and 
your family. 

Your situation represents one of the most tragic 
family separations and constitutes a blatant 

~:~~]~;~~?- ~~e~-~~~-}~}~;~ -~~-;;~~e~~~~~~t~~i-~r:~ 
raised your case with Soviet authorities at all 
levels. To my considerable regret, so far our 
actions have not been met with success. Please 
be assured that my Administration will contlnue­
fo- seel<-thei.eleaseo·f -your-famr1;:;--thi-6uoh all 
2 o s -s··i b Te ___ in 2 a.-n s :· · · - - · - - · · · - - · · ·· .. · · · J - • · -

·--··-.--..~. -·---- - -·. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Anatoly Michelson 
1700 Een Franklin Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 33577 

·, 

... . ' - ··--:: .. -
~ • a 

.. . ' 

·' "' I-~· ~ t · . .. • -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION April 28, 1986 

MEMOP.ANDUM FOR 

SCBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT . , , ') 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER7Jf{_,.Ji _f 

Letter from Mr. Michelson s I Gr~ ED 
FROM: 

Issue 

Letter frore Mr. Michelson. 

Facts 

Recently, I met with Mr. Anatoly ~ichelson who disc~ssed his 
long-standing divided family case with me. Specifically, in June 
1956, as Director of the Soviet Engineer Bureau, he travelled to 
Austria and defected. Since his defection 30 years ago, he has 
t~ied to get his wife and daughter out of the Soviet Union. We 
have repeatedly raised his case in reetings with Soviet 
officials. In my meeting with him, Mr. Michelson propcsed 
another "exchange" (i.e. Shcharansky) to include his family, when 
and if appropriate. He also asked that I transmit the attached 
letter (Tab B) to you. 

Discussion 

At Tab A is a response from you to Michelson. Speechwriters and 
State have cleared the text. 

Recommendation 

No 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

J..": tachments: 

Tab A Response for Anatoly Michelson 

Letter from Mi c helson 

Prepa:red by: 
Paula Dcbriansky 

cc Vice President 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WAS'"iNGTON, O.C . 20506 

MEMORF~DUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: h:'J PAULA DOBRIANSKY \ 

SUBJECT: Michelson letter to the President 

3148 

April 21, 1986 

SIGi~ED 

Per you request, I have attached a memorandum from you to the 
President (Tab I) which forwards Mr. Anatoly Michelson's letter 
(Tab B). Also, at Tab A is a proposed response from the Fresident 
to Michelson. 

o..'ff\ ~·:--..'>-\,,./ 
M2fjlock 2nd 1'-~an~l concur. 

That you sign the rremo 

Approve k 
l ... ttachrnerits: 

'Tab I. 

Disapprove 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Propcsec response 
Tab B Michelson's letter 



The President 

ANATOLY MICHELSON 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 

SarasotQ, Florida 33577 
(813} 388-1252 

'I'he White House 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 10, 1986 

I have been a U.S. citizen since 1968. My wife Galina and 
daughter Olga c.re Soviet citizens. ~'le have been separated for ]_Q 
years due to the persistent refusal of the Soviets to give my 
family exit visas. As the Department of State confirms, my 
family's separation is by far the lonoest separation in the 
history of u.s. - u.s.s.R. relations. Our suffering is 
indescribable. As rny own representative, Congress~an Connie 
Eack, puts it, "Three oecaoes of this family's suffering is one 
of tbe nest cruel tragedies of rr.odern time." now I arri 67 years 
old, my wife is 65, we are both in poor health, and I have never 
had a chance to see DY sranoson. 

In the last 30 years, I and rny beloved ones have uninterrLlp­
tedly cone .£Y.f;'_r_ythj_n_g possible to achieve our reunion. Very r.;any 
U.S. congressr .. en, senators, State Departr .• ent officials, 
international organizations, and private citizens have appealed 
to the Soviets on this fa~ily's behalf. 

It has been suggeste6 ~~at one way to obtain f reedorn for my 
farnily would be to r..ake it a. 2art of any deal that the Soviets 
~ant to ~ake with the U.S. for instance, an exchange of 
certc.in persons, like the one that took place this year. 

I ~ost respectfully request, Mr. President, any intervention 
you can undertake on rny behalf. I irr;plore you to direct the 
Depart1.1ent of Stc.te to include this far. ,ily in the next exchange 
between the U.S. and the u.s.s.R. Thank you very much for all you 
have aone ana fer all you will continue to oo. 

~ith very best regards. 

, Yours truly, · r 

, -~ \~;_c:.,, l_ ~ ,\~ \ e-\'-- L l.~ t' '"'--
An at o l y Michelson 



'. ,) 

"'~"'·~~\(. OU I'••' \I 

b Pearson 

:foey McDaniel 

,, Fortier 

JI Thompson 

: ence Gantt 

,n Poindexter 

iney McDaniel 

: Secretariat 

ation Room 

VP Regan 

-~ '.-iMENTS 

National Security Council 
The White House 

System# 

Package# 

DOCLOG ~ AIO __ _ 

SEQUENCE TO 

I 
HAS SEEN 

I /{;;~;:) ------

-·-------- ---------

2 - -- - -----

- -- ·-------

N :: No further A ct ion ) 

Buchanan Other 

Should be seen by : 

(Date/T rme} 

--·-·· -· --·-

----· - ---··::::_:_: __ ::-..::=::- -
- -... . -_-.:-o _, :_:_-_:~ :~: ~::::· -: i_:-~~~ ::: ':_~-,-~-:f 7.-:::'.( :· 

-- · - - · ... - . .- . = : .·.·:·:·:·::· :: ~~ ~ ~ :: ::~ ~::: 
........ -.·- : :-.. -;:7·-~··: : -.~:::·.~-: :._:_:: ~:: ~----.. ~:·--:-... ~ -:-:-:::~-~ 



b Pearson 

-·dney McDaniel 

:::.n Fortier 

·JI Thompson 

. re nee Gantt 

;n Poindexter 

:J:1ey McDaniel 

,- Secretariat 

&tion Room 

) MMENTS 

National Security Council 
The White House 

System# 

A\\ • \( Package# .3 I~{!; 
DOCL OGf/s u I AIO 

SEQUENCE TO 

( 
HAS SEEN 

p DISPOSITION 

~-
3 

---_::.._~---

-=1=:- -.. __ _ 
-r-----

---------

------- - L --,-rf-
'-/- 61.z_:/ '--~-

----------

- --- -- -----

Should be seen by: 

(Date/T 1me) 

-· .. :: :: :: ·::.·: :·:· 

,., 
I ' r 



,- ·- -· - . 

NSC/S PROFILE UNCLJ..SSIF IED ID 8603148 

RECEIVED 22 APR 86 16 

l'O POINDEXTER FROM DOBRlANSKY DOCDATE 21 APR 86 

MICHELSON 10 APR 86 

KEYHORDS: USSR MICHELSON, ANATOLY 

1

3UBJECT: MICHELSON LTR TO PRES 

ACTION: FWD TO PRES FOR SIG DUE: 25 APR 86 STATUS X F'I LES \·ill 

FOR ACTIOt~ FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

POINDEXTER 

COJ\iJ\~ENTS 

LOG NSCIFID ( AC 

· ~ ---------------~---------------~----------------------------------~-~---------

'TlOK OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

. f te? -- - -- ?7 _ '-f_f 7-X- lfrz-~- -- - ---:- -------
- --·- ·· ------·--- C _<_sj_fL 2M~ ~cLUc _____ _ 

DUE COPI~TO 
vP 

£_2 __ _ 

SPA'I'CH 

I I ~~-J L 5i iV_--====--------------··-------·- ---- ·----·-- -------··- -riT -
~/ATTCE FILE ~(C) 



1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1986 

Dear Mr. Michelson: 

Tha.nk you for your letter of April 10. Admiral 
Poindexter has informed me that you met with him 
recently to discuss your case. I fully appre­
ciate the pain and anguish being felt by you and 
your family. 

Your situation represents one of the most tragic 
family separations and constitutes a blatant 
violation of human rights by the Soviet Union. 
You know, over the years, we have repeatedly 
raised your case with Soviet authorities at all 
levels. To my considerable regret, so far our 
actions have not been met with success. Please 
be assured that my Administration will continue 
to seek the release of your family through all 
possible means. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Anatoly Michelson 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 33577 



. . 
Tb.l I:':· •: ·-

,,, . .,,~·~ ._ .... ....., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION April 28, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 
'· rJ 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER ff=( t,Jl ~ 

Letter from Mr. Michelson SIGNED 
FROM: 

Issue 

Letter from Mr. Michelson. 

Facts 

Recently, I met with Mr. Anatoly Michelson who discussed his 
long-standing divided family case with me. Specifically, in June 
1956, as Director of the Soviet Engineer Bureau, he travelled to 
Austria and defected. Since his defection 30 years ago, he has 
tried to get his wife and daughter out of the Soviet Union. We 
have repeatedly raised his case in meetings with Soviet 
officials. In my meeting with him, Mr. Michelson proposed 
another "exchange" (i.e. Shcharansky) to include his family, when 
and if appropriate. He also asked that I transmit the attached 
letter (Tab B) to you. 

Discussion 

At Tab A is a response from you to Michelson. Speechwriters and 
State have cleared the text. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

~ That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments: 

Tab A Response for Anatoly Michelson 

Tab B Letter from Michelson 

Prepared by: 
Paula Dobriansky 

cc Vice President 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

/.:'J FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY ' 

SUBJECT: Michelson letter to the President 

3148 

Apr i 1 21 , 19 8 6 

SIGNED 

Per you request, I have attached a memorandum from you to the 
President (Tab I) which forwards Mr. Anatoly Michelson's letter 
(Tab B). Also, at Tab A is a proposed response from the President 
to Michelson. 

Maifock and Ma~ concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign .the memo at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Proposed response 
Tab B Michelson's letter 

1 •. 



The President 

ANATOLY MICHELSON 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 

Sarasota, Florida 33577 
(813) 388-1252 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 10, 1986 

I have been a U.S. citizen since 1968. My wife Galina and 
daughter Olga are Soviet citizens. We have been separated for lQ 
years due to the persistent refusal of the Soviets to give my 
family exit visas. As the Department of State confirms, my 
family's separation is by far the longest separation in the 
history of u.s. - u.s.s.R. relations. our suffering is 
indescribable. As my own representative, Congressman Connie 
Nack, puts it, "Three decades of this family's suffering is one 
of the most cruel tragedies of modern time." Now I am 67 years 
old, my wife is 65, we are both in poor health, and I have never 
had a chance to see ny grandson. 

In the last 30 years, I and my beloved ones have uninterrup­
tedly done everything possible to achieve our reunion. Very many 
U.S. congressmen, senators, State Department officials, 
international organizations, and private citizens have appealed 
to the Soviets on this family's behalf. 

It has been suggested that one way to obtain freedom for my 
family would be to make it a part of any deal that the Soviets 
want to make with the u.s. for instance, an exchange of 
certain persons, like the one that took place this year. 

I most respectfully request, Mr. President, any intervention 
you can undertake on my behalf. I implore you to direct the 
Department of State to include this family in the next exchange 
between the u.s. and the u.s.s.R. Thank you very much for all you 
have done and for all you will continue to do. 

With very best regards. 

, Yours truly, · 

'~\'-A_~ l ~ ~\\:\ ~\~ L Lb. t' .._ 

Anatoly Michelson 



-- / . J' / / /,' 
,· /' /._j 

,t/ V-V' , 

(' .. I ' ' .. / 

THE WHITE HOl"SE 

WASHl'-iGT01' 

May 12, 1986 

Dear 1".:r. 1'~ichelson: 

Thank you for your letter of April 10. Admiral 
Poindexter has informed me that you met with him 
recently to discuss your case. I fully appre­
ciate the pain and anguish being felt by you and 
your family. 

Your situation represents one of the most tragic 
family separations and constitutes a blatant 
violation of human riahts bv the Soviet Union. 
Y"Ou-Know;--ov-er-The--ye~r-s-;-...,~- r;a: ve ·r:·e-peate-a iy --
raised your case with Soviet authorities at all 
levels. To my considerable regret, so far our 
actions have not been ~et with success. Please 
be assured that my Administration will continue 
to--seek--thei-elease--o-f "your- f arni-ly'""frii-ough all 

... ---·bl" --· -:: - --------· . - - . . ---· . - ··· - ·-· . . - ·- - -
EO s ~ ~-=-- --~E..~ =1)1_S. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Anatoly Michelson 
1700 Ben Franklin Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 33577 

, -

-. 

. l I' . • • 

' . J 
': 

1.· 

! 
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THE WHITE HOL'SE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1986 

Dear Professor and Mrs. McClellan: 

Thank you very much for your letter to 
President Reagan of April 7. I would like to 
reply on his behalf and take the opportunity 
to address your specific concerns about 
Alexander and Rosa Ioff i and Vladimir and 
Elena Prestin. 

As you are probably already aware, the Ioffis 
and Prestins are included on the U.S. 
government's list of Soviet citizens who have 
repeatedly been denied permission to emigrate 
to Israel. This list is periodically 
presented to high level Soviet officials 
(most recently in the Autumn of 1985) as an 
expression of our continued concern over the 
Soviet g9vernment's denial of basic human 
rights. 

In addition, the President personally has 
made it clear to General Secretary Gorbachev 
that he considers respect for human rights, 
including freedom to travel, to be a 
principal item for discussion in their 
ongoing dialogue. 

You know from your own experience that Soviet 
authorities are often intransigent in these 
cases, but that persistence can be rewarded. 



I 

I 

I know you will persist in your efforts to 
support the Ioff is and Prestins. I can 
assure you that we, too, will continue to 
work on their behalf and on behalf of the 
hundreds of other Soviet refuseniks and 
separated families who suffer a similar 
plight. 

Thank you for sharing your concern with the 
President. 

Sincerely, 

~·~~-k-~ 
John M. Poindexter 

Professor and Mrs. Woodford McClellan 
202 Turkey Ridge Road 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901 

'I 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

3639 

May 8, 1986 

FROM: JACK F. MATLOC ~ 
MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN .M. POINDEXtR 

SUBJECT: Letter to Woodf rd and Irina McClellan 

Attached at Tab I is a suggested response in your name to a 
letter to the President from Woodford and Irina McClellan (Tab 
II). The McClellans ask the President's support for two 
Jewish families in Moscow who have long sought to emigrate. 

Irina, you may recall, was granted permission to leave the Soviet 
Union last Fall after over ten years of unsuccessful efforts to 
join her husband in the United States. The President wrote to 
the couple in March welcoming Irina to this country (Tab III). 

A\) 
Paul~ Dobriansky concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter~ Tab I reiterating the President's 
commitment to addressing ·:tztie problem of human rights abuse in the 
Soviet Union. 

Disapprove ------

Attachments: 

Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III 

Suggested response to the McClellans 
Letter from the McClellans to the President 
Letter from the President to the McClellans 

·' .. 



:•- . . <:-: ·-· .·.·. · ·. 

lrino f. McClcllon 
101 Tur~Elj RiJqe Rood 

Chorloll"wille, Yirqinio 22901 

April 7, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington 

Dear President Reagan: 

My husband and I are deeply grateful to you and 
Mrs. Reagan for your kind letter of March 26 addressed 
to us in care of our friends at the Hillel Foundation 
in West Lafayette, Indiana. We spent la.st weekend in 
the Greater Lafayette area and were delighted to share 
your letter with the community yesterday. 

Tomorrow nzy- husband and I are going to attempt to 
present to the Soviet Embassy a great number of peti­
tions signed by thousands of residents of the Greater 
Lafayette area asking the Soviet Govern::ient to permit 
Alexander and Rosa Ioffi, and Vladimir and Elena Prestin, 
to emigrate to Israel. Both couples have waited many 
years for permission to leave; there has been no move­
ment in either case. We respectfully bring these two 
families to your attention and ask that you consider 
raising.the issue of their plight at the appropriate 
time and in the appropriate forum. 

Respectfully, 

Y-i-t~LU 1~ ! C~d 0-~ 

ti)~~~' 



THE WHITE HO l'S E 

WA S Hl~GTO~ 

March 26, 1986 

Dear Professor and Mrs. McClellan: 

I learned that you are being honored in Greater 
Lafayette, and I want to join your well-wishers in 
congratulating you. 

It is to the everlasting credit of the Lafayette 
community that its people kept you in their 
heart~ throug-hout those eleven long years of 
forced separation. Such cruel deprivation of 
one another's company exemplifies vividly why 
freedom of movement should be recognized as 
a basic human right. That right is never more 
sacred than when the unity of families is at 
stake. But now that you are back together, 
our happiness is all the greater! 

Nancy joins me in rejoicing with you both, 
and in saluting your fine friends in Greater 
Lafayette. God bless you all. 

Sincerely, 

Professor and Mrs. Woodford McClellan 

West Lafayette, Indiana 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: 
~~ 

PAULA DOBRIANSKY \;J 

3523 add-on 

May 22, 1986 

SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Divided Spouses 
Coalition 

At yesterday's long-range scheduling meeting, Don Regan 
questioned our Schedule Proposal regarding a Divided Spouses 
Coalition meeting with the President. Specifically, he wanted 
to know whether this would conform with our policy of quiet 
diplomacy. 

That you sign the memorandum for Don 

Approve 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo for Don Regan 
Tab A Schedule Proposal 



3523 add-on 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 5, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

Presidential Meeting with Divided Spouses 
Coalition 

A meeting between the President and the Coalition of Divided 
Spouses would not contravene our policy of quiet diplomacy on 
humanitarian issues. The Coalition members seeking this meeting 
are US citizens. Thus, we have a legitimate interest in pro­
tecting their right to be reunified with their respective 
spouses. In fact, Gorbachev, himself, conceded in Geneva that it 
is proper for the US Government to represent the interests of its 
citizens in such situations. 

Despite the release of several spouses prior to the Geneva 
Summit, there has been a noticeable lack of progress over the 
last few months in this area. Such a meeting would highlight 
the issue, manifest our continuing determination to resolve all 
divided spouse cases and should promote some movement by the 
Soviets. 

Attachment 

Tab A: Schedule Proposal 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & TIME: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

PROPOSED "PHOTO": 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 3523 

May 19, 1986 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. McDANIEL (V1IY'\-'\ 

Meeting with the Divided Spouses Coalition 

The President has made human rights a top 
priority of his Administration. The issue 
of divided spouses was raised in discussions 
with the Soviets in Geneva. A meeting with 
the Divided Spouses Coalition (a group of 
Americans married to Soviet nationals who 
hav~ been unable to reunify their families) 
would highlight and reinforce, both 
domestically and internationally, the 
President's concern for human rights. 

None 

June or July 1986 
DURATION: 15 minutes 

Members of the Divided Spouses Coalition 
(8-10) 

Brief conversation 
Photo opportunity 

Briefing memo and 3x5 card to be forwarded 

White House photographer 

During meeting at the discretion of the 
photographer 

John M. Poindexter 

None 

~ I 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: 
,-:'I~ 

PAULA DOBRIANSKY "J 

3523 add-on 

May 22, 1986 

SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Divided Spouses 
Coalition 

At yesterday's long-range scheduling meeting, Don Regan 
questioned our Schedule Proposal regarding a Divided Spouses 
Coalition meeting with the President. Specifically, he wanted 
to know whether this would conform with our policy of quiet 
diplomacy. 

At Tab I is a memorandum from 
this proposal does not. 
the Soviet Union. 

Jac~tlock and 

RECOMMENDATION 

ou to Don Regan explaining why 
ne ,.01jf current policies vis-a-vis 

_,/ 
/ 

That you sign the memorandum for Don Regan at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo for Don Regan 
Tab A Schedule Proposal 

v 



3523 add-on 

THF. WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

Presidential Meeting with Divided Spouses 
Coalition 

A meeting between the President and the Coalition of Divided 
Spouses would not contravene our policy of quiet diplomacy on 
humanitarian issues. The Coalition members seeking this meeting 
are US citizens. Thus, we have a legitimate interest in pro­
tecting their right to be reunified with their respective 
spouses. In fact, Gorbachev, himself, conceded in Geneva that it 
is proper for the US Government to represent the interests of its 
citizens in such situations. 

Despite the release of several spouses prior to the Geneva 
Summit, there has been a noticeable lack of progress over the 
last few months in this area. Such a meeting would highlight 
the issue, manifest our continuing determination to resolve all 
divided spouse cases and should promote some movement by the 
Soviets. 

Attachment 

Tab A: Schedule Proposal 
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6/20/8.6 

NOTE FOR SAM WATSON U L~LEDl'O 
Sam, 

Per our telcon of today, attached is -copy of .-.f.Y ; 7 , : 9 H 
Michelson's testimony on the Hill. Per 
Paula, Michelson would like an appt w/the 

~' . ; . 

Vice President next month -- Paula supports. 

Mary 
x3912 

-L.O ••-··.n • :t.a•~ .;. - i;ol': _,;01.1t:ll\.l~ U~t'.'Ut'~ 

L'1! ~c;:,c~ o: St.:Jt.~ ~; anx;-.~n~ orficls.ls 
1::-. t:-,~ r:.: t.emp~ t.c, rec-a:~· o:,e o! the 
mos: [;u . ....-. -renci1r.r; bu mu. t_Pi ~edl~ \.n 
t..'H las·. Q~rter nntury. Tooas. l mus~ 
tu:T. E:.";.C.Y from n.ei: E.:v1ce anc reia~ 
tc· my colie:i. rues Lnc t..~f Amencan­
pe-oplft.hE- · Hory o~ - onf 'Amtr~can 's -per·.: ... 
~ens..! - ordeal h.J)G mental an~ sui_ ... , 
!tre-C ht the hands o! ar. rnstnslt~ve $6_. 
nrt Oo\ trr.untn~. 

!-~: . h~SIOtnt. lri Jur.~ ! S~6. 1L £ !.mall 
Mo.:.co~ ~ptirt.rrjf'nt. A.netoly J,,Uchel.son 
kl!.!>eC h~ , .. ue. 0&.hn~ . an~ hi.! 1-year· 
olc cauthte: Oiit i'C\:idbyc. Tne yount. 
ca·at!ve nnc t.aler.tt-d e:nr:..neer ~·~ then 
D.1n-ctor o: Ll)e So\·~et Central Engir.eer­
mr Bu:ea~. a.nt! h&C: been ieleci..ed n.! a 
member o! E. iTOUP o! Rus.si~n business· 
mtn a.nc iO\·trn..uJcDt omd.a.b t.o Vlslt 
AU.Str&a Mlchtl~or. t:n~v he "PlOUld not 
rt-turL to RUSSJa. hu f a..mQ.v dJd not. 

· r.a: pubHsht-c i:::. ne~spc.pe:: 
'1nc \\"es~ ~::r:.un}'. Phil~d!:. 

. Cc.ntot:. . Oh1c.. 3a ;-:i.sott.. F•<..., 
• v. '·· ~·ashmt'"lor., D.C .. ~nc Po:> 

lan:.. E~~h onE- port.r~ye~. the 2~on3" . 
jonellnes! anc 1r.;:.::-at1or. n.:pentnce:'. 
by t f nml.lr trnr1r to ocs i "'1u-. 2r: ~ ... __ 
tra~tb bjc ti.CC r,e[J.jUeS! g O\'trnment. 

Once.. E shor~·h\'eC. n~y o~ ho~ 
brig.h t.enE-d V~chelson'r daY. Tnat wa~ 
tr. t,~arcb !96';, after the fo:-me:- E.en~to: 
HUih Scott hnc lssutd Hpea t.eo pleas 
t.o .AJ.let:ser KosyriD anc the Lendor: 
Sunday Te~f"r,aph repor:.ed on ?vUchei­
!Or~ ·~ pli~ ht )ust p:-ior to the Russi on Pn­
ml£r's \'lS.lt t.c Eni:lLncL Soviet. otfl~ial.s 
ur.e>.:pe:t.f-dl)' 1.n..f o.rmed Gal.i.r...f. and O>n. 
Lhat their &ppllcat~on tor vl!.as to trave! 
to lhe OnUt.e-C: St.at.es 'D-'Oulc. oe approvec 
and for Anat.oly Michelson tt appeared ~ 
dream was "bout tv come l!"\lt. T.oe U.S. 
St.ate Department re:elved :!it same sir· 
nal. Over the next tev.· monttu letters 
~·ere ucha.nit:d between OallnL, Olit.. 
IU>d Anatoly a.s the h . .mlly anticipated fir. 
end· \.o St.s ordeal aod joy1t'l reun>e>n. It 

Al 

Sn ual mc.·nt.h~ be fort this s..ch!'d~ed 
._-trip. dl~lllwior,e-e· v.1lh .. S0\1tt tot:-il.i­

ta..ru~r~rr .. M~che!sor. had decided to de· 
1ec~. b~lle\1D£, nnJ\elY lhat t.he SoViet 

e..lJ f eU e P!!.!"t, o:". June 30, : ~£'?. ":hen th~ - - - -
So\'let Governrr.en!. ~howed H.s most cruel 
sloe. G&Jinc. ond Olif. ~er~. coldly noti· 
r.ed that Uieir &pplacetwns for visas h~c 

Gv\ erri..rr.~nt voould ~nr.Jt hb !a.mll:r tu beer. rus~ppro\ ed. 
Joi.r. rum. Alt.er ~m"·..ng tn Austria On! m)~ ht Ei.St ~hy. We did. In re­
~nchei~ein soui ht and recel\'"t-d urlu~ sponse to Quenes from J.1embers o! Cor:­
and .1rnmt-dlat.ely begnn to appeal for hu g;es.s the Sov>~ts wrote: 
f&m1ly'! re;ease. HH Z~·~ear nlFhtma.re f',tLS.! be Jnformed tt.at tt.eir ~pnl l · 
had !>tEi.r' .. ~. ,.. ht' .,... . cltlc>t: "au thorouthly c::n::.~1cere<: 'by f1roper 

• >C •• e.~on spent the r.c..xt '1 yea~ tn So-rltt a.utbont~rs . At the p:-Ment t\me tr.~ 
~est Ger marJ. \\.'h!le lhe;e his nppea.ls kr..st>•u v. ~ HL! r.vor:i b!e lor Mr. A l-.Uchels.or. 

-;;~re M·nt throu&h the So\.1et Ambassa- Mr. Prt~iC.:~nt., since that un)u:;t blow. 
dor ir. BJ~. the So\·)et and Germnn Mic.hels~r£. h~ ~ontinued to seek free. 
Re-c C~C'~. ~nnnn Department of Stat.e dyrtf_Jor h1s loved one-s. Appeals h·ave -
0 .nd t ...... e lnt.emntional Red Cross. betn m&oe tim('and a~:iin by ).lerr.bN.s 
~oth1n~ hnppl"f'~ed . l.n 19C3 he mo_.ed t.o' or thls boCf. The WtJte Hou.se r.as 
Lh e ;? r~. ~ t-~ S~a te-$ and be-g&n to e ppeal placE-d . t.ht :-.{lr{)t=l.<.on ·. f~e- fir-St - or;" .fls ---
f o:- .b..> 'rom the C .S. Gonmment.. Ust or ha:rdsh1~ re-Q-uc:.-:s. 7'!.e Re·d Cr(;ss· 

.,... 0\ ~:- _!.he_ next _ H . Yr~rs J:lts ca u.se v; ~.s ·had pleaded throu!! h the Le:!eue o: Rec 
r::_a.;-r~.o:-.ee _ by .2C· Me:mt.e:s-o! Cant"re~s .. ... Cros~ ·S.Vci!:'t;e-s . Th~ Dni~·d r-:atwn~ n;..:: 
Tnch.i•j._'1~ 15 Sentit..i'lr.!. l: o: trhorr. . ~r e ~p;xale-d ir; hi.s behal!. und thr- r,.:,.._,. 
-- .. · ", \...- - - -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 17, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM L. BALL, IIItvY 

SUBJECT: Anatoly Michelson 

As you will recall, when you learned of Senator Paula Hawkins' 
request that the case of Anatoly Michelson be given special 
attention you commented "Why not?" on the Presidential log of 
Selected Senate Mail. 

The Administration is actively seeking the release of 
Mr. Michelson's family through all possible means and his case 
has been given special attention at the highest levels. A 
letter was sent from you to General Secretary Gorbachev in 
December of 1985 and this case was mentioned at your summit 
meeting with Mr. Gorbachev in November in the context of the 
divided family issue. NSC has suggested that you meet with 
the divided spouses coalition at some time. NSC has also 
recommended that Vice President Bush meet with Mr. Michelson. 

I have assured Senator Hawkins that we will continue to take 
every appropriate opportunity to keep the Soviets aware of our 
deep concern in this matter. 



June 20, 1986 

Dear Senator Hawkioa: 

O~ ?re=ident Reagen•~ behalf, r wculd like to thenk you fc= 
~-·-::ur Ju~e 10 let.t.:r expreDsi::g your co:-:.cern !:·eg.a.rding t:.he. 
plight o! .;:-.a<:oly Y-id1i?lscn ~:;d hi:; :a.~il:r who hav~ ~e~'.1 
~c?.~r~cd ~or many y-=a~s bec~use the Sov ict.. O!!ic:i refuses -<:.:i 
gran\:. his r.iir.ily ?~!:'::l.issio:-.. t';) e::.i<;::-~te. 

W.::! appreciate ;"'Our .. intere.st in conta.cti:lg us Gn behal! o! 
~·~=. Michelson, and we. sha.r~ you::- c:Jnc~rn with respect t.o thu 
htl!"'tl.d.n rights 'l';i ~nation in t.he Soviet Onion. :n bilateral 
exch.:inges with the Soviets, ~e hava wade it unequivoc~lly . 
c!~ar tb.:it: their abuses of inchricu.al rights have il seriouo 
cetr.i!:lental ef!e<:t on o.s. - .Sovi~t rt:?lat.icns. Pr2~id-:ant 
?~aga~ raised our huma~ right~ concsrns i~ his discussion wit~ 
Ge~~r~l Secret..ary Gorbachev in Ge~eve, auc the Adminiscratio~ 
~i:l con~inua to take every apprcpriate oppcrtu..~ity to keep 
t~a Sovi~ts aware of our deep concern for this ~tt~r. 

en ycur oohal!',: will bo p!.ea~rad t:> t;harc.? y~t:r cor::!:spcndenc~ 
•ith the ?resident'~ foreign policy ad~isers to ensure t~~ 
they ~re c~4re o! the concerns ~xprcs~ed in ycur letter ~nd 
t.'h3 pecitions which yvu ~nclo3~d ::-c~ your co!'lstit~ents. 

Sincer~ l :·, 

. :-; ' ... :. : .:.. ..;..:-: :..- . Q,, , ____ , 

·.;:,3 : ;::p_:: !"!lb 

cc: •:I c.:::py of i:i.c to - . ..:. ·::1 Fox, Sta-:.e - a;ipropria te ac-:io;: 



itnitcd ~tatts ~matt 

~~e ?~es:!..den~ 

':'he :·i!:i :e r:ouse 
~as~:~g:on, D.:. 2050 ~ 

Jear ~r. ?resident: 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510 

.7une :o, 1986 

~nc:ose~ :s a pet!tion s:gned ~y a nunber of ~y constituents in 
?lor:da expressing their concern about the pl:ght of Anatoly 
Miche!son. Mr. Michelson :s one of :he unfortunate Americans wto 
:s separa~ed from his fami!y ty the gcvernrnen: of the Soviet 
:Jnion. :~r. !1ichelson's wife ~a.:..:.na, daughter Olga, and grandso:-i 
have been refused per~ission to leave :he Soviet Union. ~his 
f a~ily is the :ongest of the separated family cases still left 
u:-iresolved. ~his week marks thirty years that Mr. Michelson has 
been separated froM his family. I believe that as an aspect of 
our policy for improving the respect for hunan rights in the 
Soviet ~~icn that the Michelson case stands as an example of wty 
further efforts must be made to i~prove the human r:ghts record 
of the Sov:et government. 

Mr. ?resident, on behalf the friends a~d neighbors of Anatoly 
Michelson, I request that th!s case be g:ven special atte~:iJn. 
know t~at recently there has been ;regress in br!ng!ng so~e o~ 
:hese separated families toget~er. Si~ce ~r. ~1c~elson's case ha2 
been ~nresclved for :hirty years, : ~ope t~at :~e rnax!rnun ef~or: 
will be ~ade :o reun!~e hi~ with h:s family. : a= sure that you~ 
:nvclve~e~: in this case w!ll nake :~e cr!t!cal d!~~erence !~ 
br!ng:ng :tis tragedy :o an en~. :~an~ you ~er ycu r co~s !der!t! c~ 

of :~-.is ~a':-:e:'. 

?:-i / !:::s 



-· 
:he ?resident or the United States 
:he 'Wnite House 
: . .;ashir..gton, D.C. 20500 

Dear Xr. ?resident: 

30 Mayl 986 

he, the undersigned citizens or this great country, together with 
;au, cherish highly our freedo~ and the sanctity of the family institution. 

~owever, one of our fellow American :amilies is very ~rutally deprived 
for 30 :ong years from freedom, basic human rights and the family unity. 
For 30 :;ears, the Soviet Governi::ent: forcibly has kept Xr. Anatoly Xichelson' s 
family in the ~SSR, forbidding his wife Galina, daughter Olga, and grandson 
to j oin hi~ in this country. 

Recently, Galina Xichelson pleaded with the American ~ation on public 
television to help her to join her husband in the United States. The State 
Ce?art=ent has voluminous files on this family from which you can obtain 
all acditional information. 

As newspapers and television reports indicate, Anatoly is a very 
productive engineer, has 52 patents on industrial inventions and has greatly 
contributed to the Coited States economy and freedom loving traditions. 

We most respectfully urge you to initiate any effective action that will 
incuce the Soviets to release the ~ichelson family now. 

Being in their upper 60's and of poor health, the Michelson's do not have 
anymore time to wait much longer. 

In 30 years, the State Depart~ent proved that it cannot solve this problem 
without Presidential intervention. Only you have the power and authority to 
end t he absolutely needless and horrible suffering of this one American's 
fami ly . 

~fay God he i? you :'..n this noble endeavour. 

_ _...., 
..../ t / ' -

/' 

< . 
/ ~ - ~ 
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Signatur es f ol low on ~ext pages 



T ~ l E ',\ H I T E H 0 L " E 

!~~y 12, :.986 

. . . . -. :....:2.:-a 
·~·i th h "· 

: ~ .: ._ e felt you 
. . ~ 

. - - -
·/ .- .,... $:i"::·..:ctior. :-:-;.:::: =:.,=:--:s 1::-.e of t;-..e r ·:;;t tr.=gic 
: "-:-- : _ y ~-- :: ; ;:,. = a t i c :-. s a :-. j .: c. :-. := t i t. ·.: : E s a b : ?. _ :: ; , t 
-.. - :i::=~i::"l C· f r,~'7.cn :-i·~:-i ... S ::~· t;.e Sc·~·.iet L."'~1ic·n. 

!C~ ~~:w, ever t~e ~ 22:3, ~~ ~!ve :e?~at~a:y 
~ 2~:~d ~0Ur case ~ith ~:v~et au~~orities at all 
~ ~~}s. 7o my co~si~~~~ble =e;ret, so :~r our 

'" ': ~' :: :--s :-.~·:e not t>e:er. :-.-=t ,,.-i~h ~'jcces5. ?lease 
~-- ~ =. :: -:: _; :- e d t ~. a t rr. y .?,, i:."'.' i r ~ s t = a ~ i ·:i n ..., i 11 c ei n t i r, u e 

-: : 2~ t::e relec.se o: ::·.: 1.;r :a.-r,i:y thr.~ugh al!. 

S :_ :"": 2 E;: e l ]' 1 

:- - - - _.::, : _ : ~: . ..: .=. 

J(· 



~ 17-27 1986 

KE.~BER 

K.;.CK ~TTINGLY 

LAWTON CHILES 

DENNIS DECONCINI 

G.:J\ Y HART 

?A~LA HAWKINS 

PRESIDENTIAL LOG OF SELECTED SENATE MAIL 

SUBJECT 

OFFERS SINCERE THANKS AND ADMIRATION FOR 
YOUR EFFORTS TO INITIATE THE HISTORIC TAX 
REFORM PACKAGE THAT RECENTLY PASSED THE 
SENATE. ADDS THAT IF THE CONFERENCE 
AGREE..'1ENT COMES CLOSE TO THE SENATE VERSION, 

"IT WILL BE A WORTHY CAPSTONE TO THE TAX 
REVOLUTION YOU BEGAN IN · 1981." 

INDICATES THAT HE WELCOMES THE NEWS THAT 17 
POLITICAL PRISONERS HAVE BEEN RELEASED BY THE 
CUBAN GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, OBJECTS TO REPORTS 
THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT INTENDS TO DENY 
THESE INDIVIDUALS ASYLUM UNTIL CUBA RESUMES 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECEMBER 14 IMMIGRATION 
ACCORD. STATES THAT THIS RETALIATION WILL 
NOT HAVE ANY AFFECT ON THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT 
ANO IT SERVES TO FURTHER PUNISH THE 17 
PRISONERS. 

WRITES REGARDING REPORTS THAT THE 
ADMINISTRATION RESPONDED FAVORABLY TO A 
REQUEST FROM THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION FOR 
SUPPORT FOR AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ABA AND 
THE ASSOCIATION OF SOVIET LAWYERS. RECOMMENDS 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION URGE THE ASA TO 
DISASSOCIATE ITSELF FROM THE AGREE..~NT. 

URGES YOU TO CONTACT PRESIDENT BOTHA AND 
INSIST THAT HE INITIATE IMMEDIATE AND DIRECT 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE BLACK MAJORITY. 
FURTHER RECOMMENDS THAT WE !iAKE IT CLEAR 
THAT IF THIS STEP DOES NOT OCCUR, THE U.S. 
WILL WORK WITH OUR ALLIES TO IMPOSE STRONG 
ECONOMIC SANCTIONS N~D I~IiIAiE E~PHATIC 
DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS -- INCLUDING RECALL OF 
OUR AXBASSADOR, WITHDRAWAL OF OUR DEFENSE 
ATTACHE, AND SEVERENCE OF ~ILITARY TIES. 

WFITES 'ON BEHALF OF ANATOLY MICHELSON WHO 
HAS BEEN SEPARATED FROM HIS FAXILY FOR 
THIRTY YEARS. HIS WIFE, DAUGHTER AND 
GRA.~DSON HAVE BEEN REFUSED PERMISSION TO 
LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION. URGES YOU TO GIVE 
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THIS CASE. 

:-1 

? 

v 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
V\ASrlNGTOl\I D.C . 20506 

3612 

July 22, 1986 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B. McDANIEL 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSK~ 

SUBJECT: Divided Spouses 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum for Anne Higgins noting NSC's 
concurrence with State Department's draft response to Ms. 
Balovlenkov regarding divided spouses. 

Jack~tlock concurs. 

R•- co~.MENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum for Anne Higgins at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to Anne Higgins 
Tab A Response to Balovlenkov 
Tab B Incoming 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHll\JGTON. D.C. 20506 

.MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS 

FROM: RODNEY B. McDANIEL 

SUBJECT: Divided Spouses 

3612 

NSC has reviewed and concurs with the State De partment's draft 
response to Ms. Balovlenkov regarding divided spouses. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Response to Ms. Balovlenkov 
Incoming 

I , 



lli&l.ASSIFIED 
(Classif icat1on} 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S I 8614387 

Date : July 15, 1986 

FOR : VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: Ms. Higgins From: Elena Balovlenkov 

Date: __ A~p~r_1_·1 ___ 2_5~, __ 1_9_B_6 ____ ~ Subject : Divided Spouses 

WH Referral Dated: May 7, 1986 NSC IDI 8603612 
(if any) 

Tne attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 

Remarks: 

X A draft reply is attached . --------
A draft reply will be forwarded . 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached . 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below . 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel . 

Other. 

Nicholas Platt 

UIClASSIRBJ 
Executive Secretary 

(Class1f 1cat1on) 



Department of State Suggested Reply 

Dear Ms. Balovlenkov: 

Please excuse my delay in replying to your letter of April 

25 regarding your request that the President meet with 

representatives of the Divided Spouses Coalition. 

The President has taken a personal interest in the issue of 

u.s.-soviet separated spouses, and has made his views known to 

General Secretary Gorbachev. In high-level meetings with 

Soviet officials, we have pressed them to allow the 

reunification of these long separated couples. 

At the Geneva summit last November, President Reagan and 

General Secretary Gorbachev agreed on "the importance of 

resolving humanitarian cases in a spirit of cooperation." 

Although there have been some signs of progress since then as 

some longstanding cases have been resolved, much more is 

needed. We regret that none of the separated spouses were 

Ms. Elena Balovlenkov 

The Divided Spouses Coalition 

17 South Conkling St. 

Baltimore, Maryland 



included among those family reunification cases the Soviets 

recently committed themselves to resolve. The President is 

keenly aware that at least 21 U S citizens remain separated 

from their Soviet spouses, one couple having been separated 

thirty years. 

You are quite right that the continued separation of these 

binational marriages has made this an issue of importance to 

the American people. our thoughts and prayers continue to go 

out to all the members of the Divided Spouses Coalition. You 

may rest assured that the U.S. Government will not forget about 

your plight, nor cease in its efforts to convince the Soviets 

to allow your spouses to emigrate. 

I understand the State Department is trying to arrange a 

meeting with the Divided Spouses Coalition. We hope this 

meeting proves useful. Secretary Shultz and his advisors have 

the full support and confidence of the President. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to 

contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Anne Higgins 

Special As sistant to th e Preside nt 

and Director of Correspond ence 
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M5. Anne Higgins 

17 South Conkling Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
April 25, 1986 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Higgins: 

Thank you very much for your letter of January 28, 1986 
regarding the issue of divided spouses -- Americans whose rights 
are violated by the failure of the USSR to allow us to live with 
our Soviet husbands and wives. The Divided Spouses Coalition 
uppreciates your at~ention to our plight and your offer of 
continuing assistance. 

In light of the fact that President Reagan has invited 
General Secretary Gorbachev to another summit in the United States, 
the Coalition is most desirous of having a meeting with the President. 
We realize there are many complicated issues which the President and 
General Secretary must addres.s. The question of divided spouses is 
not complicated -- indeed, it is so easy to resolve it is hard to 
understand why this continues to be a problem. However, the fact 
that these instances in which the USSR take direct actions against 
American citizens persist makes this an issue of importance to the 
American people. 

We have been encouraged to request this meeting because we were 
informed that prior to his return to Moscow Ambassador Hartman, who 
is personally acquainted with many of our husbands and wives, briefed 
the President on various matters including the divided spouses. 
Furthermore, General Secretary Gorbachev has agreed that these cases 
need to be looked at seriously. While we are encouraged by the stated 
attitude of the General Secretary, we are most disappointed by actions 
which contradict this, since several of our spouses recently have again 
been denied exit visas. Thus, we believe this is a most opportune 
time for the President to meet with us and become more personally 
familiar with the individuals and issues involved. 

We would be most grateful for your assistance in arranging 
this meeting. Thank you for your kind assistance. We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

cc: Paula Dobriansky 
Ken Hillas 

Sinc;rely, · \ 

~~!(~ 6~na Balovlenkov 
The Divided Spouses Coalition 
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government on behalf of a person regarded by Soviet authorities as a 
traitor could result in undersirable repercussions for Mrs. Michelson. 
and her daughter. Apart from this unpleasant aspect, the United States 
Government has had at best on~y limited influence on policies affecting 
Soviet citizens. For these reasons the Department believes that under 
present circumstances, any interest shown by the United States Govern­
ment would only increase the unjavorable attitud~ which the Soviet 
Government presumably has t~ken toward Mrs. Mi~helson and her daughter. 
Mr. Michelson apparently is willing to run this risk. However, 
Y.i..rs. Michelson and daughter are Soviet citizens aud are afraid to 
apply for an exit permit and Mr. Michelson is not yet an American 
citizen> thus any basis for official intervention is tenuous~ · 

Articles -on Mr. Michelson's plight have recently appeared in 
· :.. ·· "The Plain Dealer" of. Cle.veland, and in the press of San Francisco 
,: · . ._ · and Washington, D.C. In the· absence of better alternatives, the 

·-,: · Department believes that publicity, if based on compassionate grounds 
,-, ;;·.· · . . and if sustained to the' point of embarrassing the Soviet Government

2 
. . 

- ' . I 
t 

: .:-; .. · :~ -- . might eventually influence the Soviet authori.ties to permit the 
~_< . ··'""-; -· . · Michelson family to reunite in the United States. However, it is. . ~- . . 
·;:. -: :: .. . ~~~ . t e De artment 1 s view that it is more likel t at no thin ill move . . 
·;· .·. . . _t:he Soviets on this case ecause o tne act t at • Michelson 
:·_r,~:. . Ji.efected, The Department will continue to follow the case and ·.. . . . · ~ 

.. ; ~. . 

. . _ _.,,...--· 

will endeavor to assist ·Mr. Michelson in every way • 

RECOMMENDATION 
·. 

.\- : 1. It is r"ecoromended that the attached letters from 
.. Miss. Doris O'Da°nnell of "The Plain Dealer11 of Cleveland be answered 

.. , by Mr·. Valenti. . A sugge~ted draft iF> enclosed. · 

3. Press inquiries on this subject might be answered along;~ 
~the lines of the draft letter attached for Miss 0 1 Donnell. The press 
. might also be informe d that the .White Hous e and the Departmen t of 
State have been in comn1unication with Mr. Michelson regarding his 
unfortunate situation and that consideration is being given to ways 
which might assist in reuniting his family. 

Enclosures: 

l. Suggested reply. 
2. Letters from Miss 

._ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

June 1 2, 1978 

Dear Mr. Ireland: 

Secretary Vance has asked me to thank you for 
your letter of May 25 concerning Mr. Anatoly Michelson's 
efforts to be reunited with his wife Galina Goltzman 
Michelson and their daughter Olga. 

We have pursued the Michelsons' case with the 
Soviet Government repeatedly and at every level for 
a number of years. When Secretary Vance was in Moscow 
in April his delegation presented to the Soviet Govern­
ment a list of ten special hardship family reunification 
and repatriation cases, and the Michelsons were included 
in that list. Two of the cases on that list have been 
resolved, but the Soviiqt !jove~nment remaini pnrelentins, 
in the Michelson cas~ 

!Ill!!!'. ¥4 ~ 

1 Our Embassy in Moscow is in touch with Mrs. Michelson 
and their daughter, and the Department is in direct com­
munication with Mr. Michelson. We will continue our 
efforts to reunite the family, and we appreciate your 
support in this effort. 

The Honorable 
Andy Ireland, 

Since rely, 

Douglas J. Bennet, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 

for Congressional Relations 

House of Representatives. 

) 
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Honorable Cyrus Vance 
Secreta·ry of State 
Department of State . 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

· Dear Mr. Secretary: 

WA.SHINGTCH, C.C:. 2091111 

July 20, 1978 

The Soviet government for 22 years has £orce~ly retained . 
in the -USSR the family of a ci1:-izen of ' the United States and 
resident of Florida, Mr. Anatoly M.ichelson. This is the· lbngest­
standing family reunification matter between the United States 
and the Soviets. 

\ 

is to 

The names and addresses of family me..llbers are: 
I 

Galina Michelson (maiden name Goltsman), Wife 
Prospect Vernadskogo 59, Apt. 156, Moscow 

Olga Michelson, Daughter 
1st Babegoradskr Pereulok 12, Apt. 8, Moscow_ ~ 

Anatoly Micheison, Husband and Fat.~er 
3235 Pine Valley Drive, Sarasot~, ?lorida 33579 

Warm personal regards. 

Richard (Dick) Stone 

RDS/kbs 
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ANDY IRELAND 
ITM Dtentte:T, l"~H>A 

1113 "-Woomt HOUH OP,.ICll BulL.DING 
WAtlHINO.,_, D.C. ZOSIS 

(ZOlt) U.5-5011 

COMMITTEES ANO IUllCOMMITTEEll: 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

INT'L ECONOMIC l"OLICY AND TR.o\Dr; 

INTER-AMltlllCAH .o\FFAIRS 

SMALL BUSINESS 

CAPITAL, INVESTMEl'fT ANO BUSINESS 
Of'l'OllTUNITIU 

Sl'£CIAL SMALL •USINEIS PllOllL£MS 

"ongress of tbt Wnittb ~tates 
Jlou't of l\tprt,entatibti 
•ubington, •.€. 20515 

June 28, 1978 

The Honorable Cyrus Vance, Secretary 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Dl8TlllCT Ol"'l'ICES1 

WINTER HAVEN, P'LORIDA 33110 
Ill WAT CDn'•AL A-

P.O. 8oxN47 
(Ill) 1""4Nl, IH-5110 

MADENTON, P'LORIDA 13509 
1101 Int AVllMlll WUT 

P.O. Box IUD 
(llS)7~7 .. 

SARASOTA, P'LORIDA SS571 
IOI 6ounc WASHINll'TWO llouuNAllD 

P.O.BoxlOH 
(II S) Jll...-'IH 

LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33803 
2015 5catnt I".--A­

(etl) N7-8011, .. 7 ... IMI 

Thank you for your letter of June 12, 1978 in reply to my inquiry about 
the case of Anatoly Michelson's family. 

'\. 

I am concerned that all routine approaches in this matter by the State-. 
De artment and Members of Con ress remain f Many of my con-
stituents s are my concern. The ength of the separation of the Mich­
elson family represents a flagrant violation of basic human rights. 

Lt is time for the 1Administration to induce tbe Soyiets to act fayor­
i!hJ....1 in this matter, may it be through arm-twisting, prisoner exchange 
or other proven, effective incentives. -

.. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you. 

Best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Al:ppp 



'f') MAILQHAM S!AYICE C!NT!R 
'MIDDLETOWN, VA. 2i•4! 
OlAM WesternM • 1 m~ ~~"'~ 

union _al gra . 1 ~ = ~ 
4•00i41lSOl4002 oa1011eo ICS IPMMT!Z CSP TPAB 
1 8133881252 MGM TDMT SARASOTA ~l Oi•Ol 084qA !ST 

ANATOLY MICHELSON 
1100 BEN FRANKLIN OR 

' SARASOTA FL Jl577 

THIS IS A CONFIRMATION COPV OF THE 'OLLOWING M!SSAG!i 

81318812S2 POM TOMT SARASOTA FL 48 Oi•03 084qA !ST 
.,... PMS fR~SIOENT RONAbQ R!AGAN RPT DLV MGM 

WMIT! OUSE DC i0500 
DEAR PRESIDENT, 

IM K N ' UR 0 
SOVIET UNION, BY NG A 
T.tilA IS 'oNLY SOI llJJON FOR Df'iCTOA•S rAMILV. l'OR SAIC! 
FAIRNESS, I URGE VOU TO ACT NOW ANO SAVE MV FAMILV AT 
' ANATOLY MICHELSON 

1700 BEN FRANKLIN O~ 
SARASOTA FL 33577 

" .... ti ...... 

AND 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * • * 
VALENTINE'S DAY TELEGRAM O''ERI 

GET s2.oo OFF ON VALENTINE'S DAY TELEGRAM O'l'!AI 

.._,.. 

-----· 

STARTING FEBRUA~V 7TH TMRU FEBRUAPY 15TM, YOU CAN SAVE SZ ON ANVI 
TELEGRAM SIMPLY BV CALLING 1•800•3iS••OOO AND ASl<ING FOA OP!A~TQR #2J,I 
SENO YOUR LOVED ONES A TELEGRAM •ND SAVE 12 ON EACM ORD!A DURING TH!ll -
PERIOD. SUBJECT TO F.c.c. APPROV•L.I 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * ·* * · ·-....;.-
081'48 EST 

MG~COMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOU ·FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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Mr.- Anatol Michelson 
307 Wyndmoor Road 
Springfield, Pennsylv~nia 19064 

Dear Mr. Michelson: 

September 15, 1975 

Thank you~ your ~ecent visit to my off ice and for your 
suggestions on asking the Secretary of State to reverse the 
Department's attitude regarding this matte~. 

As I interpret their position, it unfortunately appears 
that the State Department feels there are other goals of higher 
priority to work for through the complex process of give-and-take 
negotiations with the Soviets. It appears they believe that 
concessions they are willing to make should be aimed at gaining 
Soviet concessions they believe to be more important to the overall 
national interest. Apparently, for these reasons, the State 
Oepart.Jnent is unwilling to do other than 9ontinue to inc~uqe 
your wife and daughter in their periodic reeresentation list. -- Unfortunately, M'J efforts, as well as those of other 
members of Congress, to persuade Soviet and American officials 
to take special action in this case have been unsuccessfu\ 5 I 

.s_2ngerelXRRHzt..._tbat those iB stl\'Ltr~ &the Sovie~ aga u.s:- ... 
g vernments have not acted. ~ 
• • ...... e ~ cc:e-- ~ ---The State Department's position, expressed many times to many 
meniPers of Congress, appears to be absolutely unwaivering. There 
is nothing I can realistically do to convince them. 

I am very sorry. 

·RSS: jct "" 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0 .C. 20506 

7485 

October 15, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B. McDANIEL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

~" PAULA DOBRIANSKY , .. , 

Presidential Meeting with Divided Spouses 
Coalition: Post-Reykjavik Public Diplomacy 
Strategy 

A post-Reykjavik public diplomacy strategy has been proposed to 
Admiral Poindexter. Specifically, as a part of that strategy, it 
is recommended that we give serious consideration to a human 
rights event within the next two weeks. 

At Tab I is a Schedule Proposal recommending that the President 
meet with the Divided Spouses Coalition (a group of Americans 
married to Soviet nationals who have been unable to reunify their 
families). This meeting would offset the extensive publicity 
given to arms negotiations issues post-Reykjavik and keep the 
public focus on all four parts of our agenda, would help to 
reaffirm human rights as an Administration top priority, and 
would serve as a natural lead-in to the November 4 CSCE follow-up 
meeting. Finally, it would enable Ambassador Warren Zimmerman to 
meet with the President prior to his departure to the Vienna CSCE 
follow-up meeting. 

Ma~ck, Lavin and M~l concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Schedule Proposal at Tab I. 

- Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I Schedule Proposal 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

PROPOSED "PHOTO" 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 7485 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR 
Director of Presidential Appointments 

RODNEY B. McDANIEL 

Meeting with Divided Spouses Coalition 

To signal to domestic groups our firm 
commitment to human rights; to offset 
post-Reykjavik excessive media attention 
to arms control issues and keep the 
public focus on all four points of our 
agenda. 

As part of our post-Reykjavik and pre-CSCE 
(November 4) public diplomacy strategy, 
a meeting with the Divided Spouses Coali­
tion (a group of Americans married to 
Soviet nationals who have been unable to 
reunify their families) would highlight 
and reinforce, both domestically and 
internationally, the President's strong 
commitment to human rights. 

None 

October 17-24, 1986 
DURATION: 10-15 minutes 

Oval Off ice 

The President, Secretary Shultz, 
Donald Regan, John Poindexter, 
Ambassador Warren Zimmerman 
Divided Spouses Coalition 

Brief Meeting 
Photo Opportunity 

Briefing Memorandum prepared by NSC 

White House Photographer 

Shaking Hands with Divided Spouses 
Group Photo 

John Poindexter 
Department of State 

None 



.. 

d/tlll 
James Madison University 
Department of Economics 

Mr. George Shultz 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
21st and C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 22, 1986 

I am writing to request that you submit for resolution the names of 
long-term, Soviet-American, blocked marriage cases to Mr. Shevardnadze 
when you meet with him in Vienna. It is my understanding that our names 
were not included on the lists submitted at Reykjavik. Let me make the 
following points: 

1) This is unequivocally a legitimate bilateral Soviet­
American issue. In contrast to many other human 
rights cases these involve direct violations of the 
rights of American citizens as well as of Soviet 
citizens in violation of the Helsinki Final Act. 

2) This is a humanitarian issue. Our loved ones have 
suffered all the consequences that the long-term 
divided spouses have and in some cases worse ones. 

3) Our loved ones are more vulnerable to retaliation by 
the Soviets precisely because the Soviets have success­
fully blocked our marriages. In the Fall of 1985 Gary 
Talanov of California was prevented from divorcing 
Lena Kaplan of Moscow because of her plea that stripped 
of her marital status she would be without any rights in 
official Sovie.t eyes and thus !!!..Q.ll vulnerable to severe 
retaliation. This is exactly the situation our loved ones 
are in. Does the State Department wish to agree with the 
Soviet government that our fiances are without rights and 
deserve whatever retaliation comes their way? 

In conclusion I wish to express my appreciation to those in the State 
Department who have supported us in the past. But I feel that our cases 
are as deserving of attention as those of the long-term divided spouses 
and the unfortunate decision not to submit our names at the highest 
levels should be reversed. After all, at least the Soviets let the 
divided spouses get married. Thank you for your attention to this. 

cc: Ms. Paula J. Dobriansky 

Sincere!~~ 

9, ~} Ross!r ~r. 
Associate Professor of Economics 

Director, European and Soviet Affairs 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22807 
(703) 568-6603 
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But their state incoin1daxes will Virginia, said politicians have" won' Federal tax rates are being cuts~ Sabato said by :the $422 illi 
~creasbelyby $221 unless the .General .·" the "semantical battle" by getting · many people will end up paying less · '· '.J.'ear tax in~rease for roa~ w~c: 
tossenm tthch:ndges 1the ~taite ta~ law people to think of it as a gift of to the federal government; But :Was approved by the legislature in a 

·_ .re ec e ~e er~ r~~ ODS. :\' ,.,,:.money from Washington when "a.c. -~ where.the state tax rates stay the . :-&pedal session last month. The tax 
· Th~usands of · Virg1Dlan~ ·will be .. tually it is a massive tax increase.'" " ~ ·hme,' states like · Virginia will be increase is the ' largest in Virginia· 
sen~g m~re ~oney to . Richmond, "t. Because Virginia. like most .Qtber applying th~. rates to hi(her .feder- :"'. ·lllstory ~ '' :":'.'\· ... . · "·"' '. • ;. 
~~~g legisla~.~e a.~~~~~to h.~lt,, ":·~states that have an income tax, has , -al ta~ab~e ~come figures b~ca\l~~,of ; ·~_)Re~ub~can legislators' · also are~ . 
. . • • . --'l-.. - · · •. • • coupled its tax laws to the federal ·the elimmation of the deductions . . ~ ~ 'i)ressmg. "Baliles and Democratic . 
-. These :Vll'gini~ __ taxpaye~s are !J:l~ ... law~, federal ~x revision will lead to ·· Because of the ~lmost ·certa~ i><>·" ~~"- .: See TAXES, Page 18 . ·- · .· ·,, 
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. 1_r9y~ ·:~curtQ. ~ .~ ~ .;·se-pg~r~:i{~s,~pa'.l't··~ :·c: 
·-,; ·~,.. ... : : · By ERIC NIILER · · · :· that you have to be ready to make a c:ommit- . : 

. · New1·RecordStaHWrlter ~. ment. We did," he said. :- '1::~ ! .-... · -~··" • 
_, When Ronald Reagan met Mikhail Gor- ·:··.; ·- llosser returned on a 10-day tourist visa the ?~ 
bachev in Iceland last weekend, the two talked · ' following August to become officially engaged. :· 2-
mostly about ballistic missles, warheads and :-;,~ They were told then that they must be married 
the Star Wars defense system. . . , .. :. 90 days later on Nov. 13, 1984, but Rosser has 

But another; more personal, item at the . not · been allowed to return since the two 
"pre.summit" summit also was discussed, ~:became engaged. 
and Barkley Rosser hopes the fate of his Rus- ~ · · Although their separation has been difficult, 
sian fiancee, Marina Vcherashnaya. will be ; .. the consequences have been far worse for his 
brighter than that of the collapsed arms fiancee. 
negotiations. ·. . . · Miss Vcherashnaya, 32, was fired from her 

Rosser. a 38-year old economics 'professor at job as an economist at an international 
James Madison University, has been separat- ·. ·· research center immediately after she and 
ed from Miss Vcherashnaya since August 1984 ·· .- Rosser applied to be married. She has been 
whenthetwobecamcengagedinMoscow. harassed and interrogated by the KGB, and 
· Since then he has been trying to return to . · ~ most of her friends have left her because of 
marry her, but the Russians have denied his · ~ "repercussions,"Rossersaid. . 
visa application five times, Rosser said. No : .. :. Now she lives with her mother and has 
reasons were given. · worked as a housekeeper for minimun1 wage. . 

The two met in March 1984 while Rosser was .. Rosser said low-level Soviet functionaries 
in the Soviet Union on a JMU-sponsored tour. ~ ~ decided to block their marriage without any 
An American professor at Moscow State Uni- apparent reason. "In Russia, it doesn't mat. . ,..> . F . 

versity gave Rosser · Miss Vcherashnaya's . ter. They can decide 'no' just on the way you 
number, and the two met for dinner. look or on the fact that the guy was in a bad 

Soon after, while walking through the · · mood that day," he added. . 
snowflakes on Red Square, the two fell in love, "But all the paperwork can be wiped away 
he said. By the time the tour reached Len- by a decision from higher up. That's what I'm 
ingrad 10 days later, Rosser proposed and she hoping for," he added. . 
accepted. , · ·. · Rosser said his fiancee is not trying to at-

"It was a very romantic setting," he said tract attention to her plight. "She's trying to 
·from his Harrisonburg apartment. · lie low right now while I'm being noisy," he 

"People say you can't know enough about a said. 
person so quickly, but there, you don't have Rosser's situation ls similar in some 
time to wait. It's so hard to go back and forth See COUPLE, Page 18 

MARINAVCHERASHNAYA 
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i 

'_ I 
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Continued from Page 15 
respects to Irina and Woodford McClellan, a 
couple now living in Charlottesville who were 
kept apart by Soviet authorities for 11 years 
after being married. · · . · · · 

However, Mrs. McClellan took a more active · 
role in trying to get out. She often met with 
American reporters ID Moscow and once 
chained herself to the gates of the U.S. Em. 
bassy. . .· · · 

Mrs. McClellan was reunited with her bus. 
band, a University of Virginia history PrQ· 
fessor, in January' . as a result of last 
November's Geneva summit. · . ·· . · 

The McCiellans and Rosser have become· 
·close through their shared ordeals and they 
pass on information about Miss Vcherashnaya 

. through a network of contacts· who travel be-
tween the Washington area and Moscow. 
· Rosser and Miss Vcherashnaya write each 

• other every week, but sometimes letters don't 
get through for months. Other times they ar­
rive within a week. · 
·. They save phone canS for important matters 
because they may be monitored and it is ex-
pensive. . · 

"It's very hard to get off the phone and easy 
to run up a $200 bill," he said. · · · 

A long.distance telephone romance is also 
emotionally straining. "There may be a 
misunderstanding if one of us is in a bad mood 
and says something. It could make things 
worse," Rosser said. : 

Right after last year's summit and the 
release of Mrs. McClellan and 10 other divided 
spouses, Rosser tried to get into the Soviet 
Union through a tour group out of Amsterdam. 
He was again denied a visa. . ,. · ~-

Because he realized that someone in the 
Kremlin had bis name and was refusing his 
requests, Rosser decided to go public with his 
story. 

He joined the Coalition of Divided Spouses 
and spoke at a joint press conference last 

month in Washington, D.C. He has written 
. reams of letters to everyone from Gorbachev 
· to Congressman Jim Olin and U.S. Sen. Paul 

· ·: Simon of Illinois. . .. , .. · · · . • · . 
· · · Olin's efforts have · been ·"extremely 
· · helpful," Rosser said, but his call to the Soviet 

vice consul was met with icy consternation. 
"They told him we were a 'special case' and 

· they couldn't do anything. It was their typical 
· line," Rosser said. .. · -- · 
,. · With the breakdown of U.S.-Soviet talks in 

· Iceland, -the future ·of Rosser and Miss 
... Vcherashnaya is cloudy. · 
. . Although the U.S. State Department gave 
•·him conflicting reports, Miss Vcherasbnaya 
:· apparently was not on a list of divided spouses 
· turned over tO the Russians during the Reyk-

javik meeting. .,~ ·· . . 
· ·: : Rosser said his case is receiving lower prior­

ity than cases involving divided spouses 
because the United States doesn't consider 
their plight "serious." · .- · · -. · 

·.. Despite the obstacles, Rosser does see hope 
· for his fiancee as a result of the increased 

talks between the United' States and the Soviet 
Union. ·~ · 

Be wa~ initially "very depressed" by the 
outcome of the summit, but now believes the 
Russians may be taking a "softer line" on 

· human rights and pointed to the release of 
" several dissidents in recent weeks. 
. · Yuri Orlov, a Soviet dissident, was released 
· two weeks ago as part of the deal that freed 

American reporter Nicholas Daniloff. 
Mark Goldfarb, an ailing geneticist who has 

been trying to emigrate from Russia to Israel 
for two years, was allowed to leave the Soviet 
Union Thursday. . . 

And a Soviet couple, Viktor and Inessa 
Fleurov, was allowed to leave Friday to per. 
mit Mrs. Fleurov to donate bone marrow to 
her cancer-stricken brother in Israel. 

Rosser said these actionss are signals Gor­
bachev may be loosening. "I think it's definite. 

I IJ 
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. .. . ., . ~·+ ('C~e 
. ly a good sign," Rosser added. \\o i- Y ii fli:11: 

Another bit of good news came last week. 
· During an interview, Mrs. McClellan called 
and told Rosser his fiancee received an ap. 
plication for a visa. The visa is to visit a rela· 
tive abroad and is a rarely given to Soviet citi­
zens. · · 
· Rosser remains guarded but optimistic. 
· "It's a fact that we are in love with each 
other, and it won't go away. Not anyone has 
the right to tell us we can't see each other," he 
said. 

' ... 

A 
" . -. BJ 

· .Anatio1 
wheat ar 
tempered 

' .County's 
dairy fan 
still force1 
of dollars 
home.' 

·2 ,"We'll 
$10,000 to 
norm all~ 
ourselves, 

. a dairyma 
to500acre: 
.. Like m 
grows his 
tofeedbis l 

. . "After ~ 
ped," he · 
season. "' 
two-thirds 
com, prot 
hay we 
pasture." 

Rocking 
below-norr: 
thisyearsi 

"My daci 
38 years, < 

time he's 
make ends 
last40year 

Bumper 
in the Mk 
prices intc 
year's ·co. 
highest in l 

Nelson ,. 
has been f. 
north of H. 
sometimes 



<..'on\Jnued on page .21 coL & ·-......-·-·JsliliHon ollidala aiiJ uU1i!ts 1a 1111w.11· 
with the case. . 

Polygraph te8ts showed that Walk- · 
. 1: .er, •a retired, Navy warrant officer, . 
:; "}~as d~~U~e abo1,1t a, much broad.er . ; • . , , . . 

·. range of toplcs ,than." bad been dis- ·~~ , ·::e~ · .:. · ,~..-· '> .' 1,f. •:» 
··closed publicly in th~ last two weeks, '>.;ii•.:· .'!,J,~~:. : ~:·, '~f'· ' ... : ·• ~ .. . 

·. · · ... ~ sources-said ·- · · ·-~.... · .. ,, · ··,., ... ~.~. .~. ', ~-·. ,;, . , ·.•,'it-. · .. , • • , .. , . ·~~ . • ' :-~)if...-~, • .·-~r. •. ,R. • - ':"" ..._ 

· Justice Departmept otlicia!' ,_.id h ' . . . . yt~~: ... ~;\:~:a':j . · . 
; .. ~ ._,,.,'JemtiJJed' ~~~~idecb abou .~ · ., , .. •.'-",~'., . lfp~.· · :0f>.:'·,.,; -r • 
·, .'. whethei' t~ honor :the. government's · · .~ -:-~,j-.. ~.: ;· ~; · · 

plea bargam arrangement with Walk- . . '<tsr. : ~ ; · • ·. ; , 
er and bis son, Michael, another Na_yr_.. t~. · .,, · · · ·· · · · 

yetefBD.if· ~ _ I • · . " . · ; _-· 

dillilit-...,:~. t~w.4q· ... ~~}!.)~:nowl~~~;.;-. · 
·about th~ case ail.Id Jerry 4-.~~ ­
Whitworth, a former Navy communi- · 
cations officer· convicted for his part 

· · ~ ·-.)n ~ operation, bad undergone a ·~-. 
t~ rles of polygraph· examinations ~ · . 
~ · -interrogations 1n recent days. ·· ' · ,. 
~ . . 
· One federal law enforcement ofti· 

cial said ,· be '.:expe~ted · tjlat. .. 
Wbitworth's sta~ments · would , .,.._9.\· . "• l/l . 

r.Dphoto . checked against the disputed '.~:~~weekend whirl , ""; 1., ~--· 
counts provided.J>y Walker, whose Sc>.-:':i, · • • • . 

Barkley Rosser ' viet espionage ring has · been de- · Some. thrill-seekers gave the :Galactica a·; that are s 
, · His flan* 1$ .in Ru:;sia scribed as the' most damaging !D 1 • whirl yesterday ; at the Virginia St~te· Fair. · make som 

· · '' ,;.~~\: .. :; .. , · recent decades.~~ sourct;. '!81~"<: ·rhe· Galactica is a circular ride with · spider~ . showers i1 

East-West , ~ .. {~:; · ConUnued ?n page~.2.. coL. 3 , _ · ':::·:~ .)ike ~rms rea~hing o~~~to ind~vldual ·~:·~~·-; . Weather S1 
. •· •· . ,., }J.. ' ·' '"'~~~f.« ·· · •. t • , ,. ~ llf. ~.;."l !1 , .... ;~ ,.. • .,• 

rift trai)S:'.;- Score*~t( ~,t~P ~i~r:: · Effect} 
tw~ in' nliddle,: eonnecucut 2e ... . • • .. . : ·Richmond 22 ··;;·· · · Id S ·n· k. ·· · . , " 
. • . ... :.:·.;,·: .. r_·.:·1; ~~~c~~ ·:ro·· ,: : :~ ~· ,i ru::nu:;n~r-. cou .. ~ - · i , . ~ . • 

;i!.!:::~ta~l&all.: - i:1~an1~4 ... . . ,,., ,'.~·ii ~1 ~ , experts say .of,; tOXIC 
.. ... HARRISONBURG ', - 'When' be' R-MC~l ~,:1~: ~_.~(·S\vasb.: JS::. 7 . , i ' .. 
talks to Marina Vcberasbnaya, Bark- .. H-SC 39 ·;. /.1Y;W.Va. Wesleyl~n 21 c New York T~es Service ·· • 
ley Rosser sometimes shouts threat• Saint Pauls ,23 N_.News Apprentice 20 .. WASHINGTON. _ The Army's By ·Eric Sundqu~t . 
eolng m~ges into the telephone. . Emory & Henry ~-. 1Jpdgewater 9 . Bradley · troop c~rrier would risk Tlmes·Dilpalcll •taJI writer 
··"The State Department bas taken ~ Salisbury 16 · 1 •'+ ; .. , ~ • • • Ferrum 14 . sinking if it tried to cross deep rivers . When Congress passed 

an interest in us," .be yelled one day ' -.;.. Macyland 24 • · ... . , · · · • -West Va. 3: · and stream&' in combat, according to fund law iiJ 1980, the natiori 
last winter to the faceless listeners UNC 10 · · .;.!~ "' · • Fl~rlda Sta~e 10 · weapon experts. The flaw, which ii have come to grips with i1 
,he's sure monitor their conversaU"os. Clemson 31 ' · • • o,;;· • • • • Georgia 28 suggested by newly uncovered docu· of abandoned toxic waste .. 
~ou'd ~tter lea~e her: alone." ~ ~'.!° iN.C .. State ~f.~ · Wake Forest 38 ments, could bait ln!antry attacks at ·=' try's Love Canals, brim; 
· SOmetim•tb.ats all ~cando,sa1d}~. A~bama 2!·i, ... ,.,. """ · • · · Florida 7 ·' the banks of rivers ID Europe, where haphazardly du~ped ~ 
Rosser, 38, a James MadJSOn Univer- ·, Michigan 31 ,· ' • · · Orego? State 12 · the vehicle is deployed. · . would be identified, cata 
sity economi<'.' ; profeuor who bas Okl81!oma 63 • ... • "· · · Minnesota O . . Despite the risk to infantrymen rid· . cleaned up: . . ' 
been trying for two years to return to Wasbmgton 52 : • · • · · .;;;,~ · BYU 21 Ing in the Bradley, the· Army and its . :· . 
the Soviet Union to marry Ma. Vcher~ Southern Cal 17 ... , . ' ·' . Bayl!>f H .. pli!Qe contractor t.ave pressed ahead Six years l~~r, the elf~ 

. . . . ; ' ' ' · ·:.r. l~;.."';;f:,.._,,-; ··:~>· ··; ~· ne•-n·. ..i ... D :.:•t.-f!~·:;· with the $12.2 billion project. . . almost $1:6 b~lion. but th~ 
.~\ill.~-~,p~g~._; ,~~ !:o.:~' 5 t:i,;,r·~r. . ·:«" ~~,..... 'v.w:~· " Maj. Gen. Charles D. Bussey, chief ge~ remains - pa~ly be<1 

'.f • · 1~1! •'\ ·.:"' ··?,,• ,., .... .- ·~ • ' " ~ '< "' ~ · · of Army public aJlairs, said that the· . evitable bureaucra~c dela 
11. Pentagon "ls naturally . concerned" , ~ause many env1ronm~ 

' 

Index ' ·. ;,:··~7. '~>' i· . : · 12 seations,"216 JN:'98S abo.ut any problem with the vehicle . dies selected by the Env1 
but that "the Bradley bas proved it· Protection Agency c~n 

' · . · · · · .:· ·· · · ' ' ' " Kl:i self in the field and ls vital to the . call~cleanupsatall . . · .: Area . .' .... ... .. ~ . '.' .• • : ,$ectlon B Jumble •'·J .•• .. .; . .- ... -. : . . -
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· By Steve Goldberg 
Media General New•. Service 

Arma Stin8on of Little' Rock, Ark., drives a van 
for elderly people on errands and to and from a 
senior citizens' center. Ms. Stinson likes the work, 

'. but she lias one comolaint: the nav. ShP PArn" t11'- · 
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A·2 Richmond Times-Dispatch, Sunday, ·Se~tember 21, 1986 

East~W~~ rjf! ~r~ps ·U.S. teacher, · S~vi~tfian¢,~e . ,, 
'-l .. • ' ·~ • • " ..,. t I ; ·1.. ~. --,1 .;. . ·:~ _. ! : ~·. • ( ~~·-

~ •~ . . ... -'" • . .-, ,~ 1f...;'!r~ ' 

Continued irom first page $ · · 1 No reason wa5 given for the firing · theugb there were strings attached to ' bility as a souree ·.of East-West ~ X' 
• "" • • • • • > • " or the blocking of the marriage. For the deal, the Soviets announced they ~ tension. · . • .. ~~~'~f 

asbnaya, 32, or to get permission for : \ -~+ ···: '. ·'.·. ~. {, ., two years, she has been unemployed ,... would release two _Of the Soviet . ·:'I realize someone .can .laJt•"eJ;.; 
her to come to the United states. · · ~·- ,~ .. , · or working at minimum-wage jobs. -:1 ,spouses. · ~/ · . dido'~ know each other long e~gb .. i 

Theirs is one of about two do:t.en · ·:; · · · Her situation also bas hurt relatives' ''We were assured very· strongly and it isn't real," be said. "I wouldn't :· 
American-Soviet relationships OD aD . careers, ~r said, and she has been that the issues of divided spouses and have done it for two years if it were a 
official State Department list of coo- · detained for questioning .several blocked ,marriages would be on the • marriage of convenience. Let me tell ~ : 
pies V"ho are being kept apart by tbe • times.· agenda at the .Shevardnadze-Shultz you, it's been ·:a· ·non-marriage of i -
Soviet government, Roaer said. When Rosser tried to retuin for the talks, and at the summit meeting." ~ ; . inconvenience.'' .-~. :· )', ·. ~-. : ' _ · :;; 

One of the most celebrated couples wedding, be was told that it was no Soviet Foreign Mlp.ister F.duard A..·, · '.fhings appear tO have eased some- ) . 
to have been on that list was Univer- longer permissible to enter the Soviet .. Shevardnadze met with officials Jn '.what for Ms: . Vcberashnaya, ··.who 1 
sity of Virginia bistorian Woodford u Dion on a tourist visa for the pur- . Washington. including President Rea- speaks six languages. She bas' gotten a''. f; 
McClellan and bis Soviet wife, lrina. . pose of marria~. Since then, he bas gan 'and Secretary of State George · . Part-time job as a translator, but it ls ~~ 
wl10 were reunited in January. . ·: been refused a visa four times, includ- 'Shultz, Friday and ,yesterday. · · · ; . · , bard for her to keep her spirits up, J .. 

The difference is that the McClel- ~ · ing once when he bad been awarded a No date bas been set for a second 1.Rosser said. She is lonely, and many :.· ·~ 
lans, who Rosser counts as'· friends ~ ' Fulbright fellowship to teach at Sovi- summit meeting between Reagan · ·of her friends lla~e)een frig~tened ~ 
and mentors, were Cl;lSSified as cfivid- et universities. . , , and Soviet leader _)iflthall S. Gorba- away, " . '.·i ;.. ' ;, t ; i . ; ' "'tf'""· 
ed spouses. Rosser and Ms. Vcherasll- In January, he tried to get in as a cbev. :•::nj.· .\ ', .. ;}':, }., • · ·;· ,;, .'. · ·. · ·. In a recent letter, she tOld Rosser ;-;; 
naya fall into the "blocked marriage" member of a group tour from "Am- ."We're · m ·there with the bwrian ~here she stands. . : . ... .':'·, ~~ 
category. . . ,. "".' ... ,' -. . ilterdam, Netherlands, and was re- · rights issues," Rosser said. "But rm ·: .' "l_am so anxious and so afraid, so ~';{ 

· "That's worse," Rosser said. -~ . ..:·1usec1. "I realized then that they really · very worried that the Daniloff case is · ; ilopeful and so 1µ1Certain. rm just la- ; . 
Soviets don't even acknowledge that - bad me on some list," Rosser said. going to overshadow everything and , '18tiC about it. However, you know my r~ 
we have any standing at an:" ~ !:· · · · I:':'! · • ·It was about that time, too, that the that there isn't going to be a summit.". unchangeable attitude, whatever ~·: ~· 

Rosser met Ms. VcberashDaya"'bi ~~~is i~ R~s_ser's only photo of M.~rina yc~erashnaya couple got OD the list at the State ' Nicholas Daniloff is an American cUrs. Be Strong. Please be strOn.& . ·:. 
March 1984 while visiting the Soviet : ,... .. , · .. . . . · - · .. . . . Department and with the Coalition reporter in Moscow who ls accused Of decisive and patient," she wrote. ; >:;,.; 
Union on a tour organiZed b\r a JMU . the Institute ·of World Economy and cr'~tic .. t.ngles and lassies, we for Divided Spouses, an organization spying by the So~e(government. . 'Tm not going to give up," Rosser ,:: 
professor whose Russian language International Relations in Moscow, managed to register to get married," formed just before the U.S.-Soviet Rosser acknowledged that a lCHfay said as he slipped the letter back in its ·-. 
cla:is he had taken. · specializing ln the British and U.S. .. he said. • summit meeting that was held in ee. romance may noi have· much credi- brown ~nvelope. "Period." • . · ,.'.~ ~~ · 

An economist acquaintance who - ·· economies. · '. !•J. ' "This tells you how surrealistic the neva in November. In the thaw that • •· , 
bad taught in Moscow gave him OM(' • ''We got together the · next night, whole thing is. You have to get all followed, Irina McClellan and several 
names of some of his former · cof-.. · ·, and we fell in love. By the time that documents translated, and the trans- others were allowed to leave the Sovi-
leagues. ·- c the trip was over, we had decided that . lation service is only open between 3 :et Union. 

"One of them was Marina," Rosser · we wanted to be piarried,'' Rosser and 5 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and . · The coalition is a group that sus-
recalled. . ·said. ' , , , Wednesday." _ · tains itself on shreds of hope. 

Rosser telephoned Ms. Vcherash- • His visa expired, and Rosser had to The marriage registry set their Separate meetings in Washington 
naya, whose surname "means~- go home with bis tour gr0up. He re- . wedding date for Nov.13, 1984, Rosser earlier this month with high-ranking 
days' in Russian." • ' :.!'; ,;;'".: , ' turned to Moscow in August, and de- said. "Marina got fired the minute we . U.S. and Soviet officials produced 

She was a senior economist with spite "an incredible array of bureau- registered." · 1 "some hopeful signs,'' Rosser said. Al-
• .. • ~ ,I-

t ,,., • • • . ,, ... , · 

[..___w_E_A_TH_E__;R_· ---=--_.:.,__,,,;._.,~:-. __;_.,. ----1· 1 .. Spjr damage still 
etusi1>e,. <jfficia"ls s~y $ 
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