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SUIJ[CTa ICftARCH[ ON S[PARATtl SPOUS[Sa •,~AHA"/'INK[L -
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f. AftlASSAIOI NARTftAN SHOULI. AT TMt EARLIEST 
OPPORTUNITY. ftAKt A l[ftARCN[ ON ICHAL, o, P~[Sll[NT 
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CONCERNt TO TH[ GE-t•AL S[(R[Tjiy. 
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SUSAN UAS A $TUl[~T tM TM[ SOVIET UNitH. SUSAN VIJITE) 
MI" AGAIN IN 1,,., &Nt TM[Y Yt•t JUJWI[) IN )[C[nac• 
1,1~. 'fl&TY[Y MAS APPlI[J NUft[R~US TinES 10 ["?,~A?t. 
SO"[ o, TM[ ~[,USAlS ~,vc Cif(I ijIS !ILllA~Y SE.VICE, 
Al TMou,M TNIS [NIE) IN 1 ~]: . · ... lt[TAU.U"GICAL cH,IH(£R, 
H[ MAS B[[N [ftPLOY[) SPOTTILY A#t IN nC#IAL JOBS SINCC 
HIS ,tRST APPLICATIOM n ·[nI,RAT[ IW 1,,1. 

S. SUSAN MAS TAUGffT RUSSIAN AT TH£ COLLr,r -L[VEl, IH[ 
TOOK A JOI AS A NANNY TO AN A"[iICAI COJ~[IPOMJ[NT I# 
"oscow IN 1,13 so JM[ COUL) BE WITH H[R HUSBANO. tHC HAS 
NOW ~[TURNE» TO MER PAR[NT'S Hon£ TO AMAIT THC BI~TH· or 
THC COUPLE'S ,tRST CMILI~ WMICM IS )U[ )[C["9[~ 2?. 

S. SUSAN MAS 8[COftt IMC~[AtINCLY ACTIVE IN PU&~ICI2IM, 
HER CAS[. SHE AND nATV[Y Wt~[ )[TAIH[) BY SOVI[T POLI([ 
0~ OCTOB[~ ~· APT[~ STANIIN, ON A noscow STR[[T 
COLLECTING SIGNATUJ(S ON A PETITION. SMC ft[T WITH 
SCCRCTARY SHULTZ IN VIENNA IN EARLY NOVQ!i[ll, AS WELL ~t 
WITH SOVI[T o,,1crtlt "ORO?OV ,., YEvs,,,vtv. SM[ AM, 
HER ftOTH[R, )[SPITC IELOW-fl[EZING T[PIPE~ATURES, HAY[ 
~[C[NTLV ltffONSTRATCI OH TH£ ST~[[TS o, SPOfAM[. IM[ AN) 
HER PARENTS WILL CONTINUE THEIR [fFORTS UNTIL nATV[Y IS 
ARL[ TO JOIN HIS v1,c AN) CHIL) IN THE UNITED STATES. 
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Dec 22 

NOTE FOR LORETTA BRAXTON 

Loretta, 

Please send to State for draft .reply 
for White House signature (per Pauiat. 

'Thanks and MERRY CHRISTMS. 

Mary W .. 

·-na~ ngcon, 

Dear President Reagan: 

"--

1 R. Graham 
i27 Rockwood Blvd. 
ne, WA 99203 

cember 1986 
. . I 

On October 31, 1986 you met with my parents, Anna Mae and Robert Graham, in 
Spokane, Washington regarding the plight of my Soviet husband Matvey Finkel, 
who for the seven years of our marriage has been trying to join me in this 
country. I was in Moscow at the time of your meeting with my parents, but I 
have now returned home to await the birth of Matvey's and my first child, due 
in ten days. I take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for taking 
the time to meet ~ith my parents and for your committment to help the Divided 
Spouses and my husband in particular. 

When I returned to the United States from Moscow, I stopped over briefly in 
Washingt-0n, D.C. and met on November -IO with staffers from the National Security 
Council, department of Soviet affairs . . After that meeting I was delighted to 
learn that you had, indeed, expressed a personal interest in trying to resolve 
our case before the birth of our child and intended to communicate directly 
with General Secretary Gorbachev in this regard. Since that time nearly six 
weeks have passed, and I have had no indication as to whether such a communi
cation was made or is still to be made. I assume that nothing has been. done, 
for I have not heard to the contrary. Furthermore, I believe that had such a 
communication actually been .. made six weeks ago, Matvey would probably be here 
with me now. 

I realize that the past weeks have been an extremely busy time for all of you 
in Washington. I know that your hands are more than full with the affairs· of 
our country .and the world. But life goes on and babies cannot wait to be born. 
This is an extremely stressful time f o·r me: preparing for the child's birth, 
try.ing to help my husband, being seperated from him, preparing for the holidays, 
looking after my health. I am distressed to have to add to this list that I 
have spent many hours trying to encourage fulfillment of the committment made 
by you. Perhaps I am foolish to pursue this, but frankly, your meeting with my 
parents gave us the greatest hope we have ever had and I cannot let it go so 
easily. I must know that· I have ·done everything in my power to bring my husband 
and his child together. Mr. President, I hope you share this conviction with 
me. If I have· learned one thing in my seven-year struggle with the Soviets, it 
is that it is better to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all. 

God bless you, Mr. President, for your help and kind thoughts for us. May the 
holidays be filled with joy for you and your family. 

Sincerely, 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Av enue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Susan R. Graham 
E. 1527 Rockwood Bl vd . 
Spokane, WA 99203 

17 December 1986 

On October 31, 1986 you met with my parents, Anna Mae and Robert Graham, in 
Spokane, Washington regarding the plight of my Soviet husband Matvey Finkel, 
who for the seven years of our marriage has been trying to join me in this 
country. I was in Moscow at the time of your meeting with my parents, but I 
have now returned home to await the birth of Matvey's and my first child, due 
in ten days. I take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for taking 
the time to meet .with my parents and for your committment to help the Divided 
Spouses and my husband in particular. 

When I returned to the United States from Moscow, I stopped over briefly in 
Washington, D.C. and met on November 10 with staffers from the National Security 
Council, department of Soviet affairs . . After that meeting I was delighted to 
learn that you had, indeed, expressed a personal interest in trying to resolve 
our case before the birth of our child and intended to communicate directly 
with General Secretary Gorbachev in this regard. Since that time nearly six 
weeks have passed, and I have had no indication as to whether such a communi
cation was made or is still to be made. I assume that nothing has been done, 
for I have not heard to the contrary. Furthermore, I believe that had such a 
communication actually been · made six weeks ago, Matvey would probably be here 
with me now. 

I realize that the past weeks have been an extremely busy time for all of you 
in Washington. I know that your hands are more than full with the affairs of 
our country and the world. But life goes on and babies cannot wait to be born. 
This is an extremely stressful time for me: preparing for the child's birth, 
trying to help my husband, being seperated from him, preparing for the holidays, 
looking after my health. I am distressed to have to add to this list that I 
have spent many hours trying to encourage fulfillment of the committment made 
by you. Perhaps I am foolish to pursue this, but frankly, your meeting with my 
parents gave us the greatest hope we have ever had and I cannot let it go so 
easily. I must know that · I have done everything in my power to bring my husband 
and his child together. Mr. President, I hope you share this conviction with 
me. If I have learned one thing in my seven-year struggle with the Soviets, it 
is that it is better to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all. 

God bless you, Mr. President, for your help and kind thoughts for us. May the 
holidays be filled with joy for you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

Susan R. Graham 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Susan R. Graham 
E. 1527 Rockwood Blvd. 
Spokane, WA 99203 

10 December 1986 

I am forwarding to you signatures collected from the residents of Spokane 
over a 1.5 hour period today, Human Rights Day, in downtown Spokane. The 
signatures here are a token representation of the support the Spokane 
community has shown recently in the struggle to reunite me and my Soviet 
husband of seven years, Matvey Finkel. The people of Spokane remember your 
visit with pride, and I hope that you will join us in the community effort 
to bring my husband home in time to see his baby born. 

Thank you for your help. 

cc: Donald Regan 
Larry Speakes 
Frank Carlucci 
Paul Thompson 
Paula Dobriansky 

s;r~ 
Susan R. Graham 
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I Graham takes to the streets 

• in campaign to free husba·nd 
_By Russell Carollo 
Staff writer 

.,;_ . The birth of her first child two 
'weeks away, Susan Graham solicit
ed signatures for a petition on a 
_chilly . : Spokane : street corner 
Wednesday, hoping · to warm the 
hearts~of U.S. and Soviet leaders 

. '.and-'sdmehow get her husband out 
''.pf ttie·soviet Union. · 

Staff photo by Kit King 

, usan Graham talks with a 
1asserby Wednesday as she 
.elicits signatures for a petition 
eeking freedom for her husband. 

..,._ "Time is runnin·g short for us," 
9raham said, sta~ding on _the ~or
ner of Howard · and ·Riverside. 
rwe're going to have a baby in two 
weeks, and I'd like my husband to 
be here." . . 
~ Graham married Matvey Finkel, 
a Soviet citizen, in 1979, and she's 
been•trying to help him leave that 
c;ountry E;Ver since.· 
' She said there were several rea-

'• 

<\ •• ' 

• ... ~ -

-· 
l 

GRAHAM/FROMA3 I 
i. ther~· was really _nothing · to re- I 
port."'.;; 
. Her, husband, too, is doing what I 

, he can. I 
.. :. "He"is trying to thin~ of anything 

, he can do to move this case," she 
· said. "The things he can do (in the 

Soviet Union) are very limited." 
Her husband. told her this week 

: th~t KGB. agents . have started _to I I 
watch ,_.f_his -:,, apartment O agam, ·· 
Graham said.. · • 
·, Twice in . October, .. she sa'id, she 

i ~~ijci~ed signatures on Moscow 
{, ~treets!-The-second time she was 
·. detained ·for more than two hours 
" _by police. _ , · 
> ~.J i~r. _parents · ha~e tried to _help 
'.'w her t90, meeting with Reagan when 

he, was in Spokane in October.. . 
,tGraham said she will not give up 

~, hbpe her husband will be allowed to 11 
,: :Jeave the:Soviet Union, despite the 

i. : • la_~,k, of,r_esP.onse from V, .S. officia~. ~ I" , 
. ...,.., , I m. stlll hopeJul, ... she. said. . 
, ,-~.'These things are so unpredictable . . . , ' 
, . Somethin~ can happen overnight. 
, ." fv!Y optimism will last for_ever." 

sons for picking Wednesday to 
gather si~nitures: Wednesday is 
Human Rights day, today is the 
couple's seventh anniversary, and 
the birth of their child is almost 
here. · 

She collected 250 signatures and 
plans to send the petition to Presi
dent Reagan. 

"I wanted to do something today 
because it's Human Rights Day, 
and ours is a human rights prob
lem," she said. "Pre,sident Reagan 
has always put a lot of emphasis on 
human rights." . 

Graham, wearing a ·fur hat her : 
husband bought for her in Moscow, 1 

said she spoke to a U.S. State De
partment official Tuesday, but 

Please see GRAHAM: A4 



DECEMBER 10, 1986 HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN, 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF SPOKANE, WA,, WOULD LIKE 
TO REMIND YOU OF THE COMMITTMENT YOU MADE WHEN YOU WERE IN 
OUR CITY 6 WEEKS AGO TO BRING ABOUT THE REUNIFICATION OF 
THE FAMILY OF SUSAN GRAHAM, A SPOKANE NATIVE, AND MATVEY 
FINKEL, A CITIZEN OF THE U,S,S,R, SUSAN AND MATYEY EXPECT 

THEIR FIRST CHILD IN TWO WEEKS TIME AND WE WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE THEM TOGETHER FOR THIS IMPORTANT EVENT, PLEASE CONTACT 
GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV AND ASK HIM TO REUNITE THIS 
FAMILY IN THE UNITED STATES IMMEDIATELY, 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP, 

() 

i 
I ,. 
\. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1986 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Graham: 

I was pleased to have had the opportunity 
to meet with you during my recent visit to 
Spokane. I was deeply moved by your 
daughter's plight and have communicated my 
concerns to General Secretary Gorbachev. 
Specifically, I have urged him to permit 
Susan's husband, Matvey Finkel, to emigrate 
to the United States in December of this 
year. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

¼_~('~ 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Graham 
East 1527 Rockwood Boulevard 
Spokane, Washington 99203 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALTON G. KEEL 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY""l 

8154 redo 

December 19, 1986 

SIGNED 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Mr. & Mrs. Robert Graham 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum for the President forwarding a 
letter to Mr. & Mrs. Graham (Tab A), whom he met in Spokane, 
Washington, on October 31. During this visit, the Grahams 
appealed to the President to seek the resolution of their daughter's 
case. Susan Graham has been married to Matvey Finkel, a Soviet 
national, for seven years. She is expecting a child in December 
and hopes her husband will be granted an exit visit to leave the 
Soviet Union before the end of this year. 

Per your request, Embassy Moscow has been authorized to make an 
oral demarche on behalf of Matvey Finkel. 

The text of the letter has been cleared b y Speechwriters. 

Jacf/atlock and State concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I. 

Approve~ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo for President 
Tab A Letter to M/M Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

,, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1986 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ALTO~ '/IQ-
SUBJECT: Letter to Mr. & Mrs. Graham 

Issue 

Letter Mr. & Mrs. Robert Graham. 

Facts 

8154 add-ori · , 

You met with Mr. & Mrs. Graham in Spokane, Washington, on October 31. 
During this meeting, the Grahams appealed to you to seek the 
resolution of their daughter's case. Susan Graham has been 
married to Matvey Finkel, a Soviet national, for seven years. 
She is e xpecting a child in December and hopes her husband will 
be granted an exit visa to leave the Soviet Union before the end 
of this year. 

Discussion 

We have instructed Embassy Moscow to make an oral demarche on 
behalf of Matvey Finkel. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

~~ 

Attachments 

That you sign the letter to Mr. & Mrs. Graham 
at Tab A. 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Letter to Grahams 
Incoming Correspondence 

Prepared by: 
Paula Dobriansky 

cc: Vice President 

l~ 



Robert and Anna Mae Graham are residents 
of Spokane, Washington. Their daughter, 
Susan, is married to Matvey Finkel 
a soviet citizen. 

She is seven months pregnant and will 
return to the u. s. to have the baby. 

The Soviets have confiscated his passport. 

Anna Mae, I am very sorry to hear of 
the plight of your daughter and 
son-in-law. 

We strongly disagree with the Soviet's 
policy on immigration. 

I have made that very clear to General 
Secretary Gorbachev -- most recently 
during my conversation with him in Iceland. 

We will conti~ue to push the Soviets to 
liberalize there immigration policy. 



Robert H. Graham 

October 30, 1986 
Spokane, WA 

Dear President Reagan: 

E. 1121 Rockwood Bl•d., Spokane, WA 1111203 

(5011)635·1341 or (6011)2112·2810 

I have requested a brief meeting with you to ask for your help for my 
daughter, Susan, and her husband, Matvey Finkel. Matvey is a Soviet 
citizen living in Moscow. He and Susan have been married for seven years 
and his applications for emigration have consistently been denied, a 
direct violation by the Soviets of the Helsinki Accords. 

Susan is now seven months pregnant with their first child and will be 
leaving the Soviet Union shortly to come home to Spokane for the birth of 
the baby. They have asked for help from many sources including you, the 
State Department, Rep. Thomas Foley, Sen. Slade Gorton and the late Sen. 
Henry Jackson. I wrote to Mrs. Reagan shortly before your meeting with 
Gen. Secretary Gorbachev in Iceland hoping she might be able to help. 

Last month while Susan was in Washington, D.C. for a meeting of the 
Divided Spouses Coalition with Deputy Secretary Whitehead, Matvey was 
arrested and interrogated for many hours within a four-day period. Tuesday 
both Susan and Matvey were detained by the KGB and interrogated for three 
hours. At that time Matvey was threatened with internal exile. We are 
concerned for his safety once Susan leaves the Soviet Union. 

The situation in Moscow is desperate. Susan was denied medical care at the 
U.S. Embassy clinic in Moscow because she is "only a Nanny" for a 
correspondent. This seems unbelieveable as she is well-acquainted at the 
Embassy and has gone to the clinic many times in the past three years for 
medical assistance. She has seen a doctor only three times during her 
pregnancy, twice in Sweden and last month in Washington, D.C. 

I feel that if we are to continue to have cultural exchanges between the 
Soviet Union and our own country, we will have Soviet-American marriages. 
To have 20 other couples currently in the same dilemma as our daughter is 
unconscionable. 

In the past 24 hour period I have collected several hundred signatures 
from concerned citizens in Spokane who support the resolution of our 
dilemma. 

Mr. President, I urge you to contact Secretary Gorbachev today and 
persuade him to allow Matvey to leave the Soviet Union with his wife, 
Susan. 

Thank you for your time and your help. I await your response. 

Sincerely, 

~ - ;., ... . ">~ ~ 
Anna Mae Graham 

lh 
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Robert and Anna Mae Graham are residents 
of Spokane, Washington. Their daughter, 
Susan, is married to Matvey Finkel 
a Soviet citizen. 

She is seven months pregnant and will 
return to the u. s. to have the baby. 

The Soviets have confiscated his passport. 

Anna Mae, I am very sorry to hear of 
the plight of your daughter and 
son-in-law. 

We strongly disagree with the Soviet's 
policy on immigration. 

Ii 

I have made that very clear to General 
Secretary Gorbachev -- most recently 
during my conversation with him in Iceland. 

We will continue to push the Soviets to 
liberalize there immigration policy. 



Robert H. Graham 

October 30, 1986 
Spokane, WA 

Dear President Reagan: 

E. 11121 Rockwood Bllfd., Spokane, WA 99203 

(IS08)1S3IS·B34B or (608)282-2680 

I have requested a brief meeting with you to ask for your help for my 
daughter, Susan, and her husband, Matvey Finkel. Matvey is a Soviet 
citizen living in Moscow. He and Susan have been married for seven years 
and his applications for emigration have consistently been denied, a 
direct violation by the Soviets of the Helsinki Accords. 

Susan is now seven months pregnant with their first child and will be 
leaving the Soviet Union shortly to come home to Spokane for the birth of 
the baby. They have asked for help from many sources including you, the 
State Department, Rep. Thomas Foley, Sen. Slade Gorton and the late Sen. 
Henry Jackson. I wrote to Mrs. Reagan shortly before your meeting with 
Gen. Secretary Gorbachev in Iceland hoping she might be able to help. 

Last month while Susan was in Washington, D.C. for a meeting of the 
Divided Spouses Coalition with Deputy Secretary Whitehead, Matvey was 
arrested and interrogated for many hours within a four-day period. Tuesday 
both Susan and Matvey were detained by the KGB and interrogated for three 
hours. At that time Matvey was threatened with internal exile. We are 
concerned for his safety once Susan leaves the Soviet Union. 

The situation in Moscow is desperate. Susan was denied medical care at the 
U.S. Embassy clinic in Moscow because she is "only a Nanny" for a 
correspondent. This seems unbelieveable as she is well-acquainted at the 
Embassy and has gone to the clinic many times in the past three years for 
medical assistance. She has seen a doctor only three times during her 
pregnancy, twice in Sweden and last month in Washington, D.C. 

I feel that if we are to continue to have cultural exchanges between the 
Soviet Union and our own country, we will have Soviet-American marriages. 
To have 20 other couples currently in the same dilemma as our daughter is 
unconscionable. 

In the past 24 hour period I have collected several hundred signatures 
from concerned citizens in Spokane who support the resolution of our 
dilemma. 

Mr. President, I urge you to contact Secretary Gorbachev today and 
persuade him to allow Matvey to leave the Soviet Union with his wife, 
Susan. 

Thank you for your time and your help. I await your response. 

Sincerely, 

{__i.,~ ~ r£ ~ 
Anna Mae Graham 

'~ 
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Ms. Susan Graham 
c/o Mr. R. H. Graham 

ilnittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 205 10 

October 14, 1986 

East 1527 Rockwood Boulevard 
Spokane , Washington 99203 

Dear Susan: 

,. ~, , .• • , ~, , .. , _,. , u" . .,q 
1:! 'J:: 1 .21 -~- 262 ' ' 

298 8 JACKSON FEDERAL BUILDI NG 

915 SECOND A YENUE 

SEATTLE, WA 98174 

(206) 442-5545 

770 U .S. COURT HOUSE 

W. 9 20 RIVERSIDE AVENUE 

SPOKANE. WA 99201 

(509) 456- 6816 

FIRST FEDERAL PLAZA, SUITE 4 4 5 

122 0 MA IN STREET 

VANCOUV ER , WA 9 86 60 

(206) 696- 7838 

I have sent copies of the attached l e tters t o President 

Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev . Senator Evans joined me 

on t he s e l e tt e rs . I am hopeful that the negotiations a bout to 

begin will prove helpful in resolving your s ituation. 

If I can be of further assistance, do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~g~ 
SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator 

SG:rds 

Enclosures 



WASHINGTON, O .C. 20510 

October 8, 1986 

General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev 
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
1125 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Secretary Gorbachev: 

We are writing on the eve of your meetings with President 
Reagan to draw to your attention a compelling situation 
involving a Soviet citizen who is married to one of our 
constituents, an American woman from Spokane, Washington. We 
ask you to discuss this couple's situation with President Reagan 
and to make every effort to resolve their difficulties as 
quickly as possible. 

Susan Graham, the American citizen, has been married for 
seven years to Matvey Finkel, a citizen of the Soviet Union. 
The couple met, fell in love, and were married in your country. 
However, they were not allowed to live together until 1983, four 
years after their marriage. Susan gave up teaching at an 
American university to work as a nanny in Moscow in order to be 
with her husband. Matvey has been denied permission to emigrate 
to the United States ten times. Most recently, his internal 
passport was confiscated by the police. 

Susan is now expecting their first child in December, and 
will be returning to the United States for the birth. It is 
their heartfelt wish that Matvey be allowed to join his wife for 
this, the most important event in their lives. We believe that 
this couple has been made to suffer unduly, and we ask you to 
respond to their plea to be allowed to live together in the 
country of their choice. This couple desperately needs the kind 
of help which can only come from cooperation between you and 
President Reagan. 

It is our hope that arrangements can be made within the 
context of your meetings with President Reagan which will 
permanently reunite this family in the United States, and we are 
grateful for any assistance which you can provide to make this 
happen. 

Sincerely, . 

SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator 

1-0 



WASHINGTON, O.C . 20510 

October 8, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing on the eve of your meetings with Secretary 
Gorbachev to draw to your attention a compelling situation 
involving one of our constituents who is married to a Soviet 
citizen. We ask you to discuss this matter with Secretary 
Gorbachev, and to work with him to find a humane and speedy 
solution. 

Susan Graham, a resident of Spokane, Washington, has been 
married to Matvey Finkel, a Soviet citizen, for seven years. 
Susan and Matvey have endured years of separation and 
frustration in their attempt to live together in the United 
States. After their marriage in 1979, they were denied the 
right to live as husband and wife until 1983, when the Soviets 
allowed Susan to stay in Moscow. Matvey has been denied the 
right to emigrate to this country more than ten times. The 
Soviet authorities have never offered a reasonable justification 
for refusing his application. Matvey and Susan are not 
permitted a home of their own, cannot pursue their careers, and 
cannot live in the country of their choice. Most recently, 
Matvey was detained by the KGB, and his internal passport was 
confiscated. 

Sus an is now expec ting t h e ir fir st c hil d in Decemb e r, and 
will be returning to the United Stat e s for the birth. It i s 
their heartfelt desire that Matvey be allowed to join his wi f e 
as s oon as possible so that they might be together for this most 
important event in their lives. We ask you to press upon 
Secretary Gorbachev the urgency of this situation and the need 
for him to act promptly to grant Matvey permission to leave the 
Soviet Union. This couple desperately needs the kind of help 
which can only come from cooperation between you and Secretary 
Gorbachev. .. 



It is our hope that arrangements can be made within the 
context of your meetings with Secretary Gorbachev which will 
permanently reunite this family in the United States, and we are 
grateful for any assistance which you can provide to make this 
happen. 

Sincerely, 

~~,)~ 
SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator 



Robert H . Graham 

October 6, 1986 

Mrs. Na ncy Reagan 
The i·lhite House 
Washington, D. C . 

Dear Mrs. Reagan: 

E. 1521 Rockwood B/11d., Spok•n•, WA 99203 

( 509)636-8348 or ( 509) 292 -2 680 

I am writing this letter to appeal to you on behalf of my daughter, Susan, who 
has been married for almost 7 years to a Soviet citizen , Matvey Finkel. Matvey 
has applied approximately 15 times to emigrate to ti1e United States to live 
here with Susan, and each time he has been denied permission by the Soviet 
government. I have enclosed a brief summary of their situation to date. 

In December, Susan and Matvey are expecting their first child . Susan has 
been living in the Sov iet Union for three years , but at the end of this month 
will return to Spokane to have her baby . 

This couple and other couples in similar circur:istances have tried many ways 
of resolving their di l emma. Last November when President Reagan and Mr. 
Gorbachev met, 8 cases such as theirs were resolved. I pray that perhaps 
you and Mrs. Gorbachev would discuss the Divided Spouses issue with your 
husbands , that it might be resolved once and for all·. If we are to continue 
to have cultural exchanges between our two countries, we will continue to 
have Soviet-American marriages. 

I want my daughter and son-in-law to be together for the birth of their baby. 
I want my grandchild to know his father from the beginning of his life, and 
not as a ~oice on the telephone or a picture on the mantle~ That doesn't seem 
like a lot to ask. Please help me fulfill this wish. 

Sincerely, 

t . 
7},_ . .._ _,_ 

Anna Mae Graham 



~ · 

Matvey s. Finkel 
ul. Snezhnaya 6-2 
1-loscow, USSR 
tel: 180 7550 

321-_44_~_'f __ 

Susan R. Graham 
E. 1527 Rockwood Blvd. 
Spokane, WA 99203 
tel: 509 535 8348 

Married on 11 December 1979 in Moscow. 

We met in 1977 when Susan was studying in Leningrad on an official 
exchange program. Two years later we were married in Moscow. Matvey 
first applied to go to the United States on 22 December 1979. Six 
months later he was informed that his application had been denied. 
Over the past six years he has been refused permission more than ten 
times. He has never officially been given a reason, but Susan was 
told in 1982 his denials were based on one year of compulsory mili
tary duty which he served 1972-73, fourteen years ago. This, of 
course, directly contradicts what Mr. Gorbachev said in his inter
view with Fre!l.ch journalists; he said that cases refused on the 
basis of state security are resolved in 5-10 years. Hatvey was most 
recently denied permission to emigrate on 16 January 1986. 

The first four years of our marriage we lived apart because Soviet 
authorities persistently denied Susan permission to go to Moscow so 
that we might live together as a family. Because of the extreme 
hardship of living apart we persisted in our efforts to be toge ther 
and in 1983, after the intervention of Congressman Foley and the late 
Senator Jackson, Susan was allowed to go to Moscow to work as a nanny 
for an American correspondent. Being together has somewhat eased the 
anguish of our situation, and yet it is still very difficult because 
we are not permitted a home of our own, we cannot start a family, we 
cannot pursue our careers, we cannot live in the country of our own 
choice. 

We ask that you not forget about us and the other divided spouses 
who share our plight. Please do everything in your power to bring 
the resolution of these cases. 

Sincerely, 

tJ /JC . . )~#/l-/_ /JJJ~ 
Susan R. Graham 

Uprfate: Susan is now p~egn.::i nt; our child is ·lue in December 19Ae::; . 
Susan will ret urn to the United StAtes in the f.::i ll to AwAit our chilrt's 
birth. 
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Robert H . Graham 

October 6 , 1986 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 
The i·lhite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Reagan: 

E. 1521 Rockwood 81.,d. , Spoken•, WA 99203 

(509)635-8348 or (509)29 2-2880 

I am writing this letter to appeal to you on behalf of my daughter, Susan, who 
has been married for almost 7 years to a Soviet citizen , Matvey Finkel. Matvey 
has applied approximately 15 times to emigrate to ti1e United States to live 
here with Susan, and each time he has been denied permission by the Soviet 
government. I have enclosed a brief summary of their situation to date. 

In December , Susan and Matvey are expecting their first child . Susan has 
been living in the Soviet Union for three years, but at the end of this month 
will return to Spokane to have her baby. 

This couple and other couples in similar circunstances have tried many ways 
of resolving their dilemma. Last November when President Reagan and Mr. 
Gorbachev met, 8 cases such as theirs were resolved. I pray that perhaps 
you and Mrs. Gorbachev would discuss the Divided Spouses issue with your 
husbands, that it migh t be resolved once and for a l L If we are to continue 
to have c ul tural exchanges between our two countries, we will continue to 
have Soviet-American marriages. 

I ·want my daughter and son-in-law to be together for the birth of their baby . 
I want my grandchild to know his father from the beginning of his life, and 
not as a ~oice on the telephone or a picture on the mantle~ That doesn't seem 
like a lot to ask . Please help me fulfill this wish. 

Sincerely, 

l , ;r;,_ .... _ 
Anna Mae Graham 



SLADE GORTON 
,.,_ ,. ,., ,1:nr.; rQN 

COMMlff(U: 

COMMERCE. SCIENCE, ANO 

TRANSPORTATION 

BANKING, HOUSING, AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

BUDGET 

SMALL BUSINESS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Ms . Susan Graham 
c/o Mr . R. H. Graha~ 

tlnited ~tares ~mate 
WASHI NGTON, DC 20510 

October 14, 1986 

East 1527 Rockwood Boulevard 
Spokane, Washington 99203 

Dear Susan: 

":., .. _.,:. ···-·, '· " '' ,_ -- '.;, 
2988 J•CKSON FEDER•L BUILDING 

9 15 SECOND AVENUE 

SUTTLE, WA 98174 

(206) 442-5545 

770 U.S. COURT HOUSE 

W . 920 RIVERSIDE A VENU E 

SPOKANE, WA 99201 

(509) 456-6816 

FIRST FEDER•L PLAZ- . SUITE 4 4 5 

1220 MA IN STREET 

V•NCOUVE R. WA 98660 

(206) 696- 7838 

I have sent copies of the attached letters to President 

Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev . Senator Evans joined me 

on these letters. I am hopeful that the negotiations about to 

begin will prove helpful in resolving your situation . 

If I can be of further as sistance, do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Sincerely, 

SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator 

SG:rds 

Enclosures 



WASHINGTON, O .C . 20510 

October 8, 1986 

General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev 
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
1125 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Secretary Gorbachev: 

We are writing on the eve of your meetings with President 
Reagan to draw to your attention a compelling situation 
involving a Soviet citizen who is married to one of our 
constituents, an American woman from Spokane, Washington. We 
ask you to discuss this couple's situation with President Reagan 
and to make every effort to resolve their difficulties as 
quickly as possible. 

Susan Graham, the American citizen, has been married for 
seven years to Matvey Finkel, a citizen of the Soviet Union. 
The couple met, fell in love, and were married in your country. 
However, they were not allowed to live together until 1983, four 
years after their marriage. Susan gave up teaching at an 
American university to work as a nanny in Moscow in order to be 
with her husband. Matvey has been denied permission to emigrate 
to the United States ten times. Most recently, his internal 
passport was confiscated by the police. 

Susan is now expecting their first child in December, and 
will be returning to the United States for the birth. It is 
their heartfelt wish that Matvey be allowed to join his wife for 
this, the most important event in their lives. We believe that 
this couple has been made to suffer unduly, and we ask you to 
respond to their plea to be allowed to live together in the 
country of their choice. This couple desperately needs the kind 
of help which can only come from cooperation between you and 
President Reagan. 

It is our hope that arrangements can be made within the 
context of your meetings with President Reagan which will 
permanently reunite this family in the United States, and we are 
grateful for any assistance which you can provide to make this 
happen. 

Sincerely, 

SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator United 



WASHINGTON, O .C . 20510 

October 8, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing on the eve of your meetings with Secretary 
Gorbachev to draw to your attention a compelling situation 
involving one of our constituents who is married to a Soviet 
citizen. We ask you to discuss this matter with Secretary 
Gorbachev, and to work with him to find a humane and speedy 
solution. 

Susan Graham, a resident of Spokane, Washington, has been 
married to Matvey Finkel, a Soviet citizen, for seven years. 
Susan and Matvey have endured years of separation and 
frustration in their attempt to live together in the United 
States. After their marriage in 1979, they were denied the 
right to live as husband and wife until 1983, when the Soviets 
allowed Susan to stay in Moscow. Matvey has been denied the 
right to emigrate to this country more than ten times. The 
Soviet authorities have never offered a reasonable justification 
for refusing his application. Matvey and Susan are not 
permitted a home of their own, cannot pursue their careers, and 
cannot live in the country of their choice. Most recently, 
Matvey was detained by the KGB, and his internal passport was 
confiscated. 

Susan is now expecting their first child in December, and 
will be returning to the United States for the birth. It is 
their heartfelt desire that Matvey be allowed to join his wife 
as soon as possible so that they might be together for this most 
important event in their lives. We ask you to press upon 
Secretary Gorbachev the urgency of this situation and the need 
for him to act promptly to grant Matvey ermission to leave the 
Soviet Union. This couple desperately ~eds the kind of help 
which can only come from cooperation between you and Secretary 
Gorbachev. ·· 
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It is our hope that arrangements can be made within the 
context of your meetings with Secretary Gorbachev which will 
permanently reunite this family in the United States, and we are 
grateful for any assistance which you can provide to make this 
happen. 

Sincerely, 

ll..~ 
SLADE GORTON 
United States Senator 



(3raham, Soviet hus_l;>an~ detained briefty in Moscow ·I 

• · 5'.&(t and WIH t•po,11 

- A pregnar,t Spokane woman and her Soviet husband 
were detained for about 2½ hours Tuesday in Moscow 
afler collecting 20 signature.. on a petition asking that 
he be allowed to leave the Soviet Union. 
. • Meanwhile, the woman's mother <aid she is goinf0 lo 
do "everything I can" to make a personal appea to 
President Reagan for help in her daughter's case when 
Reagan is in Spokane this week. 
. · :'All I want to do is have five minutes with the presi
dent," Anna Mae Graham said Tuesday. "If my kid can 

· face lhe KGB, I can certainly do whatever I can to see 
the president on ber behalf." 

Reagan will be in Spokane on Thursday night and 
Friday campaigning for U.S. Sen. Slade Gorton. 
: Susan Graham, 31, said sbe and her husband, 

Matvey Finkel, went to a Moscow hotel frequented by 
-~~tern tourists to try to get signatures on a petition 

\VEDNESDAY, QCT 29, 1986 

to Kremlin leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 
Graham, seven monttJ,s pregnant, and her husband 

collected signatures outside lhe hotel for several min
utes before being stopped by hotel security agents, she 
said. 

The security men took lhe couple inside the hotel to 
a basement police room where they were held, 
Graham told the Associated Press by telephone. 

While they were being held, she said, Finkel was 
told be could be sent away from Moscow if he contin
ued bis protests. 

Finkel, 37, and Graham were married in December 
1979 and applied for permission for Finkel to emi
grate. Time after time he has been refused. 

Graham has devoted lhe past seven years to winning 
her husband's freedom. For three years she bas lived 
with him in Moscow. 

Earlier this week. Finkel was denied a three-month 

• 

visa to go abroad for lhe birth of their baby. 
The couple wants the child to be born outside the 

Soviet Union. Graham has said she will leave alone for 
the birth if necessary, and time is running out Appar
ently, airlines have told her they will not allow her to 
travel in her condition after the first week in Novem-
ber. . 

"Things are getting pretty desperate for her," Anna 
Mae Graham said Tuesday. "I talked with her this 
morning by phone. She didn't want to give me any 
details by phone of what happened, but she said they 
were both at home now. · 

"She said 'Don't worry, Mom. I'm all right.' But of 
course it's difficult not to worry." 

Susan and a group of several other Americans mar
ried to Soviet citizens have tried several times to gain 
an audience with Reagan to discuss their plights, but 
such a meeting ~as not been granted. They believe 

TuE SPOKESMAN-REvlEW 

Issues such as this often are resolved when American ; 
leaders -make direct appeals to Soviet leaders at the · 
highest levels, bypassing lhe bureaucracies. ' 

Anna Mae Graham said that when she told her I 
daughter by phone that Reagan would be in Spokane, : 
Susan urged her to try to see him. ; 

"I've called Gorton's office and (Con17essman) Tom ,

1 
Foley's office to try to get their help in arranging 
something," Anna Mae Graham said. 

Susan Grab.am has enlisted some other powerful '. 
help in her cause. American industrialist Annand 
Hammer made headlines a few weeks ago when be I 
successfully interceded with the Soviets to release So- ' 
viet "refusenik" David Goldfarb and his wife. 

On a CBS Morning News interview concerning the 
Goldfarb release, Hammer said be would do bis best to 
win Finkel's release so be could be with Susan for the 
birth of their baby. 

PAGEA6 
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Robert H. Graham 

October 29, 1985 

Senator Daniel J. Evans 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C., 20510 

Dear Senator Evans: 

E. 1627 Rock•ood Bl'td., Spok•n•, WA 99203 

(509)635•1344 or (609)292·2460 

I am writing to you on behalf of our daughter, Susan Graham, who is 
married to Soviet citizen, Matvey Finkel. Susan and Matvey will 
celebrate their 7th wedding anniversary ?n December 11th. Since before 
their marriage Matvey has applied for permission to emigrate from the 
Soviet Union in order to live here in the United States with Susan. He 
has been denied permission to date. 

Currently there is a "Dear Colleague" letter being circulated in the 
Senate on behalf of 25 couples who are asking permission for the Russian 
spouse to emigrate and are currently being denied that permission. The 
letter is being sponsored by Sen. Paul Simon of Illinois. His 
staffperson, Jill Goldenberg, is handling the circulation of this letter. 

In 1981 a similar letter was sponsored by Sen. Henry Jackson and Sen . 
Slade Gorton on behalf of our daughter. Congressman Thomas Foley has 
also been very active in assisting us in any way he can. 

I am enclosing copies of some of the correspondence we have received 
concerning this "Dear Colleague" letter. We would appreciate it very 
much if you would sign this letter as our senator. Thank you in advance 
for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Robert H. (Anna Mae) Graham 

--~ - ---- ---

• 
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Soviets warn Spokanite's husband 
· Authorities take swift action to make sure he stays in Moscow 

51?.. 1"J.. /FF~ P,-1 . 
MOSCOW (AP) - A member of· a group Authorities took bis Internal passport and is overseeing American participation at IL tyakova," two members . who were 

of Soviets trying to join their American driver's license to make sure be does not Finkel said KGB officers questioned him promised exit visas last week. 
spouses said Sunday the KGB secret police leave MOl!ICOW, tie said. at length Saturday about the activities of "They wm delay their visas for months," 
warned him the group must stop its public Finkel •■.Id be wu questioned Friday for. the divided families group, which writes Finkel •■.Id. "They said that U I don't want 
activities or exit visas for two memben five hours about bis wife and her family. letters, talks to Western reporters and to do somethlns bad to Ulem (IC1.1perman 
might be held op for months. He said officials coofbcated an open letter stages demonstratlom to back members' and Tretyakava), I have to atop my actlvl-

Matvey Finkel, married to Susan to Soviet leader Mltball S. Gorbachev, demands for emigration visas. ties and tell other people todo so too." 
Graham of Spokane, said be wu lnte~ President Reagan and British Prime Min- "They tried to find out who Is the leader Kuperman Is married to Francis L. Per-
gated Friday and Saturday by KGB offl- Isler Margaret Thatcher that be planned to of our group and whose idea It was to go to gericbt of Chicago, m. . . . . · .. 
cers and told to cancel plans to travel to deliver to the U.S.-SOVlet confe~ce. Riga," Finkel said. " I said It was my Idea Tretyakova Is the wife of Simon Levin, 
Riga, Latvia, to deliver a letter of protest The letter appealed for help In the dlvld· and I bought the tickeL" of Deerfield, Ill., who emigrated from the 
lo a U.S.-SOvlet conference that opens ed families' cause, Finkel said. The Interrogators told Finkel "to tell ~v- Soviet Union in 1971 and became a oatur
tbere today. Mon than 200 American participants erybody in the group that If we try to con- allzed U.S. clUzeo. Tbe couple· have an 1-
. 1'1ley said that If I conUnae to try lo go were expected at · the conference. Th• tinue our activity, It will be bad for year-old soa w.ho lives In Moscow with bis . . < I to Riga, t will be Imprisoned," Finkel said. Chautauqua Institute In upstate New York (Roman) Kuperman and (Tamara) Tre- mother. 
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~ ~-•••~ "u11v1nc~_u pressufe; neeaea ·tq rr~~~·$pouse 
By MICHAEL MURPHEY married to forelgnen wu to begin. ' Soviet dtlzem wu unprecedented. 
Of - Chronlcl• 

Sevtn Soviet clU-, all married to Westeru '. In ~ press cooferedce, a Soviet emlgraUon, 
spousea and all denied permission to leave tbe" official wued a long jusilllcaUon of the denial 

EveD tllougb uncertainly ls the fundamental USSR, bave been lnvol•ed In the hunger strikes. of Balovlenltov and Petrov's requ~ts to leave. 
chanc:terisllc of the mind-wracking maze which Of Ille group which began Its protest In May He said the attenUon Western diplomats and 
Susu Graham's world bas become In the past four were uanted permission to leave, although conapondents gave the two men amounted to 
three ,ears. there Is one thing of wl!-fcb she can only aae - Andrei Frolov, husband of Lois "dlrec:tlnterference In Internal Soviet affairs .. 
feel eataln: • · Becker Frolov of Chicago - bu actually-made He also accused the American Embassy of 1n-

U her husband ever does gain bis freedom It out of the USSR. : · • clllnl Russians married to Americans to protesL 
from the Sovle,t Union, It will not be a result of On ,lune 21, Yuri Balo•lenkov, husband of Ele- 'lb.la•• done, be said, at a lunch for the Soviet · 
the aood will or. magnanimity of the Soviet na Kamenko, a Baltimore Md., nune, ended a spame1'glvenlastDecember. · .• ~ 
bareaaracy. . · 43-daJ fast after belnl told he could leave. But · . 'l1le official said Balovlenkov and Petrov 

U Natvey Finkel ls ever going to be granted after lie baited bis strike, the Soviets apparenUy · would be allowed to reapply for exit visas In six 
permllslon by the Soviets to emigrate to Amert- changed their minds. He resumed bis fast on . months;- and then said their wives could join 

. ca, she feels, It will be the result of some prodd- July 5, and reportedly continued futlng toda~ · tJielr bmbands in Moscow If they chose to do so. 
Ina. ~ request, some activity by her, by On .lune 2, Petrov, who Is married to V a . Both wives went to Moscow this week, but re-

• Matvey, bY politicians, by the U.S. State Depart- Johmon of Flat Rock, N.C., be1an bis own an- jected .. e offer to stay with their husbands. 
ment, by the American public - by someone. ger strll:e. He ended Ji1s fast on the 51st day to- . " I ,hue a blJ family In the United States," 
: It won't happen of Its own accord. Sometblng day, telling wire service reporters by phone Petrov'• wife dryly told reporters In Moscow. 

mat be done. · · . • ----------------- ''The DOlnt of Utls Is family reunification. I don't 
Bat what? , . tblnt I eould convlilce them to move here." 
Looking to logic or trying to find a clue In the Related story page 14 Petro,, 29, had reportedly withered to skin 

- behind the Soviet refusals ls, accordinl ----------------- and boat and ls too weak to leave bis bed before 
to an expert In Soviet human rights Issues, an from bis Moecow apartment that be quit YOlun- ending Ills fast. · 
exerciae In futility. tarilJ to avoid putt1n1 bis wife, relatives · and . . Elena BaJovleitkcn, bu uked So•let officials 
· -u they wanted to resolve the cue, they friends tiroagb farther pain. .. . . · . -~r to hospitalize her husband and force feed blm In 

woald resoln It," said Meg Donovan, a staff as- Finkel bad rlanned to join PetroY In that ban,:, order to save bis life. But Balovlenkov, 33, uld 
11.stant to the Relslnkl Commission. "They are ger strike, ba State Department officials were be wW atarve blmsell to death If not allowed to 
jmt illcredibly arbitrary and capricious." coumelln1 a1alnst that 1traleff. Their reaon- leue the Soviet Union. _ · • · 

So the Inescapable need to do something be- Ing wu that the Soviets bad already carltalated Agalmt this backdrop of events, Graham will 
cvmes enmeshed In the gnawing realization that to hanger strikers and would not wan to pve p to Wasblngtoo, D.C., next week. 
to do anything could be to do the wrong thing. the Impression that they would coallmte to give - She feet, better now about the efforts of U.S. . 
And doipg the wrong thing could dlminl5b the in. , . • · -, Sen. Deary Jacbon and U.S. Rep. Tom Foley on 
hope that Susan Graham and Matvey Finkel can Gnbam bad to weigh this reasontn1 agalmt . her behalf. At lint, sbe was uncertain of the vlg-
one clay live together freely as man and wife. the knowledJe that tbe State Department bas · or with which they were sapportlng' ber cause, 

In the meantime, Graham and Finkel are been coumebng a1atnst hunger strikes all aloug. bat now, she says, there are Indications that both 
beluc swept aloo1 by events over wbicb neither -Alld both Graham and Finkel were well aware men ba.e made the lasae a priority. In Jackson's 
of them bas any control Finkel's friend, Sergei of th case of Lois and Andrei Froio•. office la particular, stall members speak of - - . 
Pelro'I', wu reportedly near death u the result The State Department bad advised Lois Beck- their admlraUoa for Graham'• determination Susan Graham: IMng wifh mind-wracking uncertainty. 
9f a hanger llrlke which be began on June 2. er·FrolOY to talk her husband oat of bis hunger and courage. · · . 
Acconlillg to wire service accounts, Petrov end- -•trike. They told her the pnbllcltl Mrs. Frolov · : , Graham hopes that the Soviet'• willingness to . • 
ed bis blllllel' strike today. attncted when she went on a tu In support of allow Elena 8alovlenkOY and Vlrglnla Petrov to -------------------------. Lllte Ftn){el, PetroY ls married to an Amert- her husband would only hart bis cause. And they go to Moscow means llbe, ~ will be able to go 
can cltlzeo and bu been refused permission to suggested that the filing of a lawsuit against the and stay with her husband wblle bis case Is being 
leHe the Scmet Unlbll. Fllikel originally bad Soviets In U.S. District Court on Frolov's behalf reolnd. In the put, the Soviets have repea~ 
ptam.d to Join Petro• In the protest, but could be dlsutrous. . ' • ly denied her a visitors Ylsa. •. . _ . . · . 
Gralaam cll9aaded him. Lots and Andrei Frolov, bowner, rejected all . And she wW continue to coamel her husband 

RaYlng bowed to banger 1trlkm before, the . the advice, and the Soviets releued him. · , · to be c.tatlous. · · . · · : . . ·. . 
So'l'ieta apparently took a hard line In the Petrov · But In early June, relactanUy, Graham called . "My sreat concern bu been and alwaya will c-. And while Finkel did not join In the 1tarva- ber husband and dlsuaded blm from joining be my husband's safety," 1be said: "I'm always 
tioa protest, be bas not dlsal9oclated blmsell Petnw. · · · concenied that what r do or uy mlaht have a . 

· "When we first made the decision. wa definite- negaUn effect on him penonally or lds cue In 
: . -: ,J • • •. ! . . ' .• . 

When they ma"lefl, . 
thily'iineiv their /Ives ', 
.. ~ ... - .,t""" ·I .• ~ • •, ' I • • • • 

would not be easy . 

ly were not going to be Involved In the hunger .. general That's oae of the reasons I've decided to -
11.rlke," Graham saldi' "for a couple of ween It . proceed rather comervatlvely." · • • 
really bothered me. tblnk clrcamstances ba.e · Before goln&, ■be will try to ur1e the people of 
lhOWII lately that we probably made the rlpt Spokane to write letters to Anatoly Dobryntn,· 

-- decision." . . • • , ; Soviet Ambusador to the United States, and ask 
Early tbls mootll, tlie Sovleb lleld a press coo- that • Finkel be freed. And lbe hopes that ber 

ference with Western neW1111en to discus■ the · friends bere fully undentand the depth of the 
cases of Balovlenkov and Petrov. A press coo- dangeroa human drama which Is be1111 played 
f.,.,.n~ tn niM:nn" A nffl,., .. ,, •• '"' ....... . ... ..,& . .. ,_ -• ....... - -. - • •" -

. ... , .. .· 

.. Graham ·and.Finkel are 
-'€ 

being swept along by events 
•. . . . f. .. . . . over which 'neither of them 

'.· 4 • - ; · : :· \ , • :. '_. • ; 

has~a'!~ c~~tr?I. 
\ 
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r :wt!!,~ t~ey m~rr/efl, 
atrike," Graham said, "lor a ~"~"" v• 

· really bothered me. I think circumstances bave u~IVI ~ 

i · · thetknew their lives 
lbown lately that - probably made tbe ri&)lt Spokane 

" decision." . · · Soviet All 

,:,.~ ... . ~ •,; : . .. . .. 
· would not be easy. 
-·~1·~:.·: ,: . ·; . ; .. . . .... 

Early this month, the Soviet, beld a preu coo• that -FIM 
fereoce with Western newsmen to dbcusa the · friends bl

. cues of Dalovlenkov and Petrov. A preu coo• dao1eroua -
ference to respond offlclally to the protettl of out now I& 

from·'hll friend. He bu beeG with Petrov during 
· mllda of tbe ordeal, ao be may be uaoclated with 

thl ~t In the mlnd,of Soviet officialdom. . 
· Bu&. "Serli'• been a 1ood friend," Grabam ez. 
plalDed, "and yOll,dOD't t11rD you back OD a 1ood 
friead Jmt beca1111 suddenly be Is viewed uofa• 
vorably-by thl 1overnment. -Thb Is the 10rt of 
thine J'OU do D0& 0D I political level, but OD .• 1 ' 

~level" · · · 
"It'■ bard to know wbat to . do,'' sbe added. 

''Every cue seema to be different. Some thlop 
· work for certain people, and then they don't 

work for you. But I thJok. that's part of tbe Sovl• 
et•• plaD, 10 that oo one k.oow■ what'■ 101n& to 
wort 111d what doelll't." \ 

r- Slllu Graham. Zf, lad Matvey Finkel, 33, l 
wen married tllree yean 110 In Moscow. Be-

. fore his marrta11 lad his subsequent request to 
· emlp-ate to the United States, lie wu ao eo&I• 
neer. Now be does mecbanical repair work. 

They met In 1177 while Graham wu a student 
In tbe Sovlat Union. studyln1 the R1111lan Lao• 
aua11- WIien Ille returned to Moscow with · a 
,roup of Whitworth Colle1e students In 1171, 

. t11ey decided to marry. It wu 1e moathl before 
, offlclal Soviet permission wu pven for the 

marrlaae lad before she could obtaln the oeces- · 
U!'I viA to 1et back lo the S.,vlet Unloa. 

TIiey were married In 1971. In tbe almost 
tllree yean that have passed. they have 1peot 
lltUe more than three months together. 

· •. When they married, they, knew their · lives 
, would not be easy. Marrla1e between Russian 
• clUzeu and forelaoen, particularly AmeriCIJII, 

, Is dbcoura&ed by the Soviets. They reco1Dized It 
would take tlme ud persistence to win permla-
uoa for Finkel to leave the USSR. · 

"We looted Into It,'' Grabam esplalned. "Sta• 
tlsUcally, we felt like we were pretty well off. 
Only 5 percent of the people In marrl11es like 
thll ba'Ve bad trouble eml1rat1ng." 

Slz times, though, Finkel bu been denied per-
. mission to leave. They have also souaht permls• 

aioo to live to1ether lo the Soviet 1Jnloo, but 
Graham's requests for a visitor's visa bave all 
been denied. 

Sbe has been able to go to Moscow only oo 
lOllrlst vlsu which limit her stay to two weeks 
In any one Russlao city. Wbeo Ille overstayed 
b• most recent tourist visa whlle wlltln& for ao 
eJ:teDllon. Ille WU Ulbted out ol tbe COIIDtry by 
theKGB. ;' . . . · 

~ In May, a KrOUP of four men plcied ber up 
Dear ber busband'I Moecow apanmeot, busUed 
ber to the alrpon and bid ber from a represent.a• 
Uft from tbe U.S. Embassy unW they could 1et 
ber oato u airplane bouod for lhe United States. 

Stall members of the Helalnkl Review Com
mittee iay It WU probably Dot colncldeot.al that 

•· Grallam wu.fon:ed to leave the Soviet Union OD 
May I; two daya before a well-publicized buoaer · 

. striU by a KrOUP of s1J: Soviet cltiz~ who are ---- ·· ,_ .. ____ _ _ 

----..- .. _ __: __ ---
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~ 
- . -· - - .. - -· - - - -

Spokane, Wash., Thun., June 23, 19&3 . .T.., ~REvEw 11 

A.f~er a year o!_.sttuggli_ng, 11-.days together 
By MIOfAEL MURPHEY · · · ·: ✓ D.C., . lut nmmer. Although ber ' due to the fact that there bas been could not leave that evening. . cam and Soviets meet, Matvey 

.. -- ---- muter'I deaee In linguistics would some publicity about us, aod the They cited a oew city statute for Flnkel's name comes up. 

. Elmo day, might ~'TW'rW"~--. bave qaaWfed ber u an Interpret• Russians understand that lf anr,• strenltbenlng preservaUoa of pub-
not aem llke much. er, she took a part-time evening Job thing bappem to my husband, 111 Uc oraer. 

Not mach of a u a waitrea so ber days would be scream bloody murder." Wben be refused to promise be 
·payalf -for a year of free to mate the roaads of govern- The most unsettllag event of the would stay ln, be said, the men 
wonylJII whether a mental offices. - - year occurred In January wben the stood outside his apartment balld· 
falN step mlgbt make IN MOSCOW, Finkel, an engl• U.S. Embassy Invited Finkel to a Ing for mocb of the evening. 
the dlffer-,e between aeer, baa been unemployed for a dlplomaUc recepUon to meet U.S. Graham suspects the Soviets 
fremom and a Wetime year. Rep. Don Bonker, D-Wasb., who wanted to make sure there was no 
of aepantloa. Althoagb Graham bellnes Finkel wu visiting Moscow. . embarrassing confrontation be-

Not macb of a II watcbed cl09ely, sbe says he bu ~ INVITED, however, was tween the son of their leader and a 
-reward for 12 months notnffered overt barusmenl Igor Andropov, son of Yuri Andro- Russian Jew who bad been ldenU-
of navlptlq red tape, ''OGier IJIOIISl!S bave said their pov. · fled with the bunger-strilte move-
Jomplac throagb bu- -----~ bllllbaads are bebig harassed and . Finkel did not sbO'IJ up. He menl 
reaacnUc . hoops, ll!li»!~tl threatened," Graham said Monday. phoned the embassy the aen day to The year Graham spent la Wub-
kaoctlag on _ embaay "Bot u far u I know, Matvey bas explain that two officers from tbe ln,non, D.C., wu a year devoted to 
doon, Jomllal with not really been subjected to thal Moscow criminal police bad come qu1etly making her pl!gbt known := ~the:t: ,flj&J~l91i!•ill■■ "~ ~~~~er -~d, ~ybe that's to bis apartmenJ and told him ~e __ ~nd makln1 sure whenever Amert-

of Conarea and eon
TIIICUII p«JpJe tbat you 
aren't 1otna to just IO 
away. . 

A llfet.lme woald be 

~ Uwa Jat U -· SUSAN_ GRAHAM AND MATVEY FINKEL 

b!t for -• Small Graham will la a llacf mood. · · · 
~wlaat 1be cu set. · Mon frwtratlq. Oralaam llld, 

"11lere - a time when I "la tbe llkeUbood that lt'1 not • 
tbollpt 11 daJI waaldn't even llave . qaesUoa of Reapa'1 or AlldropoY'1 
been worth Oie apeme of tbe trtp ,· tiad mood, bat tbe bad mood IYID 
to llaecow," Graum Nld Monday. l IvlllO'ricll ma1 ba In - - total. 

;:-8!7'•.•t ~ ~-~• U -~~~~ ! ~';:!-our baftaac:ra~ :1fC! 
~ 17, of Spobne bu been .: oat bareaocra~- lie bad a •· 

manted to llatve, Finkel, st. of · Dpt wlth his wtfe tbe Dlgbt be
Moecow, U.S.S.R.; for three and a · fore." .. _ '. ·. , ; 
ball,...,._ · : . : .- · : · i · ; · . Graham · and Jl'lnliel -married ln 

Bllir 11 da,- In _the Soviet Ualcin llolcow In December H'Jt. , _ . 
iue.;aaiua 11nq11t tJaetr t1me • ·r: TREY MET IN 1tn wtilie · ii.ii 
ptlilr clm1nc tlloee three and. balf j ·- la Lmlllarad u. n.■lan ·- · yeana lo not quite tbrN and a ball ; pqe lltadml Botb 1mew Ute lovl-
moaQia. • • . . · . . . . et■ illlcoun ..... marrtut of Bo-

Aal ....... .,.. ape1Jed from :vletau- t-Ccnt ....... Aad..., 
~ ·:1JlllaD OD ~J~ :.blew tba'_fact lie.:,~-~ 
OraMm . ,,aftla ... • woadlr • compllcate-u...-; .-.. • '-. -~ ;,!lr lfL 
wlMGlr lW SO'rleta mlpt lM!ftr't,et. ,, .. · Butj,bey dkfa't ~ die ·ex
berlllldl:intoll-'L • •• ~·. u' - tellloftbeonteal. •• ' .,. •••• ' l ·,._,;f 

roa ., IIONTIIS Grallam WU Slx Uma Finkel bu been denied ...... ....n.,,._, .... -~-•--' -·- •~ ,, . . . 

SHE IS BACK ln Spokane now, 
and plans to remain at least until 
the fall. 

"I'm sort of tired of tbe gypsy 
life," she said. "I just don't know 
wbat else there ls to do la Wubing• 
ton. After seeing Matvey, every• 
thing else ls sort of aaU-dlmactlc 
anyway, so I sort of feel like It's 
mission accompli.!bed for a wblle." 

On June 2, Finkel again officially 
applied to emigrate, and Graham Is 
optlmlsUc something may happen 
this summer. U bis military service 
ls a legitimate Issue, she reasom, 10 
years seems a logical release point. 
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"'-l Russian husband again denied exit permission 

~y ~~ (, / 5f" } 'g. d- · advised Gnllam to be paUen~ Tiley llaft wa~ her dlscouraced by tbe Soviets~ and Graham ·say, she and and Sen. Robert Dole of Kama, bad Introduced a ; 
~ . acatmt makinl dlplomaUc ••va. a1a1mt takinl ber basband recoplized It would take Ume Jor him to Congressional resoluUon expressl.nc support for 

A Spokane woman'• Russian hmband bu been de- stroac pubUc stances or attemptlnc to have raolaUons cet permission to emigrate to tbe United States. h11111er strikers. · 
Died for the sixth time oermbslon to leaft tbe Soviet of support puaed In Coop-ess. · Bat tbelr research showed tbat 95 percent of tbe Bat yesterday, Jacbon's office and tbe State 
UDICJD and come to the United States.· . · Tiley advbe ber to rely oa tbe qalet dlplomatle proc• Soviet citizens wbo have married forelcn clttzem llave partment still were tellinc Graham to be pat.Jen 

Saaa Graham, H, received the dlsappolntlq pboae e91 t11ey say Is ber basband'• best cbaJlce for release. . been allowed to eml&rlltle, with most of the problems State Departmeat official suaested tbe Soviets m 
call from bu husband, M.atvey Finkel, early ye.sterday Bet she i,ointa out tbat for almoat three years, tbat beln& ezpe,;eaced by tbo,e wbo have bl~y placed rel· be vlewln& ber marrlace as a marrla1e of coo, . 
monunc. . patleot dlplomaUc process bu failed consistenUy. aUves or who bave worked In sem.lUve ,obs. Neither or lence. -

"He called and said he'd eottea uotber denial" "One of the bardest thtnp about all W.," abe coafld• thoee factors apply In Finkel', cue. Then have been cases In whlcb American cltlz 
Graham uld.. "He bu to wait ab moatbs before be can ed today, "Is that I not only have to fight tbe Soviet Durinc tbe put three years, they have also attempt• often yoan& women stadyln& lD tbe Soviet Unloa, D 
apply apin." · · covemment on W. Issue, but I aometlmes feel I have ed to live tocetber ID Moscow, but those efforts, too, ry Soviet men only for the purpo1e of ca.lnlna tbe S 

ID u boar·Joat t.elep~ coaversaUoa with a U.S. to fllht my own eovemment. too. have beeD rejected by tbe Soviets. ID tbelr three years et citizen's emigration. 
State ~t official followin& ber hmband's call •"fbe most · frustr•UDI tbin1 to me Is that some of marriage, they have been tocether only about three Sometimes tbe Amerlcu citizen Is u amrtt1 
GnJlam wu told tbe Soviets mlcbt be reslstiDC Fink~ American officials ctve me tbe i!i~lon they feel months aCC11111ulated In two ud ~week Intervals partller, feeling ceoutnely tbat the Soviet spoase lo 
el'• eml,ntioa beca- they saspect their marrtace ts the Soviets somehow have. tbe t to do tbis. But wblle she visited Russia on tourist visas. tbem. Other Umes, tbe marria&e Is arranced for a f1 
merely a "manta&• of conffllieoce" Int.ended only to there Is abllolutely no JastlflcaUon or IL Her fflOlt recent visit ended Iii May wbea abe was 
cet Finkel oat of tbe Soviet Unloll. · "Wby It Is not just condemned across the board by picked ap by foar Soviet officials near ber busband's 

MJ don't - bow anyone can tJllnk that after 2'iti U.S. officials, I don't anderstand." Moecow apartment, busUed to the airport and put on a 
years." abe said. "U tbls wu jalt a marrtap of con- Sasan Grabam and Matvey Ftntel were married In plane to the United States. 
'f'elliellft, -we woald've &1ven It ap lone aco. · December 197'. ,They met wblle she wu atadyln& the By the time abe arrived back In Spokane, Gnbam 

"I rea111.--t that sauestlon, partiClllarly lf there Raaian Jaacuace at the University of Lenlncrad ID decfded 1be bad been paUeat Ion& enoup. She wed 
an American officials who belim that. It'• one tbin& 1977. Jacuon, Foley and Sen. Slade Gorton to Introduce a 
if that'• tbe stance the Soviets want to take, because Sbe bad tnveled to tbe Soviet Union prevtouly, the Joint resolution In Coacres, expressiDC support for ber 

. they can belie-ve anytblnf they want. first time wben she wu 15, drawn to tbe country be- husband and attemptioa to pressure the Soviets into 
''Bat If affldals of the American ,ovemment be- came of ber Interest In RIISlian. releasin& b1m. 

line tbat - well, I can't believe tbey woald bellne It Gnbam and Finkel struck up an aquatntance darinc Jacbon, Foley and tbe State D.epartment all advised 
aft.er 2"" years." . ber 1977 aprtn1 vacation trip to Moecow. 1bey met ber not to pursue that course but to maintain a low 

Yesterday'• dJsappoiatiD1 development wu tbe lat- became Finkel bu an uncle who lives ID Spobae. profile. Ironically, on tbe aame day Fi.nkel's 11J09t re-
est ID a ~ series of frustnUons for Graham ud Tiley saw each other again ID 1978 wbetl abe wu on cent emip'ation application wu denied, a Soviet clU• 
Flntel. that tDClude ber experience ID May of belnc a trip to Moscow witb a croup of Whitworth College zen named Andrei Frolov was cranted emtcration sta
plcked up by an official of tbe KGB ID Moscow and studeats. Tbey decided to marry, but sbe bad to return tus. 
bust.led out of the country. . · to tbe United States and watt 1 S montbs for tbe Soviet Frolov Is a member of a p-oup of Soviet spouses on a 

In I.be past moath, tbe State Department., U.S. Sen. pvenunenl to approve tbe marrtace. buncer strike. His wife, Lois Becker of Cblcago, filed a 
Henry Ja~ and U.S. Rep. Tom Foley all bave Marrlace between Russians and f~p ctthem Is lawsuit qaimt tbe Soviets 10 days before his releue, 

, ·. 

Graham aays sbe recopllzl!s tbat there may be aci 
appearance of that In this case became ber bmba 
wbo Is Jewish, tried. to get pennmloa to emlp-ate 
Israel before they were married, and because of 
relaUYes In Spokane. And It occurs to ber that some 
the American officials abe bu dealt wttb abo n
bave a qaesUon In tbelr minds about the sincerity 
ber marriage. 

But Ille tblnb ber Z'Ai ye: -, of travel, fnistratJ 
and sacrifice should be evidence enoagb of t 
cenulnenea of their love. 

''The State Department aaggeated tbe Soviets tbl 
It's not a marriage of convenience oo my part, but it 
on my busband's part," sbe said. "I feel very lnsuJt 
by tbal 

"It makes him appear to be some sort of sllady clu 
acter, and it makes me appear 1tupld enougb to fall f 
som~a like thaL" . · 

✓• 

I , 
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Comment il,o._. Afan 
Thuraday, June 3, 1! 

. ·;~ hgl 

Susan Graham doing battle .with two gov0rnmerif~ 
Are Sasan Graham's representatives iD Con- last month - public appeals through the news d.rei Sakharov and his wife staged a 17-day buo- · Yet Foley and Jactsoa offered no altern.atl 

gress woning for her or against her? It's hard to media for support. Only at that point. interesting• ger strike that resulted last December in an exit plan other than to wait - to wait for U.S.-Sov: 
tell. · · . 1y enough, did either of the federal lawmaten visa for Mn. Sakharov's daughter-in-law whose . tensions to thaw, perhaps u a result of stratei 

Congressman Tom Foley and U.S. Sen. Henry ever contact their comtituent direcUy. husband was waiting in Massacbussetts. · · arms n!:'fuction ta':k5 scheduled to be&iD June ZS 
M. Jack.son have persuad~ the Spo~e wo~an B~t the contact. a call from Jackson, produ~ • Yet Foley and Jackson, when they were asked . Gra~ and Finke~ ~~ an allegoric 
DOt to plL1h_ for a ~ngressional resolution calling . nothing new beyond the senator's pe~nal m- to rally their congressional • colleapes iD a for- kind of ~-Thetr politics, if they have &!I 
aa the Sovi~t Umon· to let he~ hus~d, Matvey · volvemenL He enoouraced ber to be patienL She . ma1 appeal 00 Graham's behalf, counseled cau- are b~ed ~eep ~ ~ surface:·Tbey are n 
Finkel, emigrate. The two . inflnential federal · agreed. . lion 50 u not to rile the Russlana. It might do ing to live m RUSSla or m the United States, i 
lawmaten have advised Graham to be patienL Meanwhile, the Associated Press in Moecow more harm than good, they warned long as it is together. Finkel gave ap an ~ 
Tbey can help her more effectively if she lets has reported that Soviet authorities will p-aat · · ing career and became a mechanic to improve h 
them do things their way, the diplomatic way, visas to at least two of seven Soviet citizem who Undentandabl1, that · message captured c1J,ances of obtainin& an exit visa. 
they have told her. are fasting until their govenw,mt leta them join Graham'• attention. She penonally experienced · Now their simple plea to t ! u.aited baa bee 

. . . spouses outside the Iron CUrtain. tile Soviet government's style wben its agents linked to -the paramount int.en . ioaal political ii 
. As an American citizen married to a SoVJet cit- It isn't the first time the Soviet government bas abrupUy escorted ber away from her Moscow sue of the day. Susan Graban. ,ad a right to ei 
u:en, Graham may ~~erstand bette~ ~ any of shown itself susceptible to the pressure of highly . apartment and out of the country one day last pect more than Uaat from the world's foraDOII 
us the value of a political structure m w~ch _gav- pobliciJed human-rights protests. Dissident AD- mootb. · · representative governmenL 
emment .orts for tbe people and takes 1ts direc- · · · · • 
tion from the citizena rather than the other way 
aroand. But her frustrations with the Soviet sys
tem, which is keeping her and her Russian hus-
band apart. are being compounded now when.her 
own govermnent _Is telling her to calm down, to . 
~pati~~ . : -- . . 

:After three :,ears of working through the npr
mal cbaaneb, bqtb here· and iD the Soviet Union, 
GrahalQ must feel she bas demonstrated an ad
mirable amount of patieoce already. But she bas 
DOtb.in& to lhow foriL , · . . 

Tbe normal cbannell have included six appUca
tieas by Finkel for permission to leave his coun
try and six rejections. 1be nonnal channels have 
.ioctoded repeated contacts with Jackson's and 

· F-,'a offica. . · .. 
::'Die normal channels had not Included - until 

. ' 

~ 


