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TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IM11EDIATE 4145 
ANCONSUL MUNICH IMMEDIATE 075• 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IM11EDIATE 7147 
USIA 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4507 

C O N F I D E N T I A L SECT I ON 01 OF 82 MOSCO\/ 07235 

AMCONSUL MUNICH FOR RADIOS 

LO. 12356: DECL:OADR 

TAGS: PI NR, PREL, SCOM, UR, US 
SUBJECT : OLEG TUMANOV TELLS LITTLE, INSINUATES MUCH 

1. CONf I DENT I AL - ENT IRE TEXT. 

SUMMARY 
,. 

2. DL EG TUMANOV, FORMER RUSS I AN-LANGUAGE ED I TOR 
FOR RADIO LIBERTY, TOLD HIS STORY APRIL 28 IN 
MOSCD\I. HE REFUSED TO CLARIFY OR ENLARGE UPON THE 
FEIi CONCRETE DETAILS OFFERED OF HIS T\IENTY YEARS 
IN GERMANY IN THE SERVICE Of RL. JOURNALISTS 
FROM THE WESTERN PRESS \/ERE NOT RECEPTIVE TO 
HIS CLAIMS. 
END SUMMARY 

3. DURING A JBS-MINUTE PRESS CONFERENCE AT 
THE HFA PRESS CENTER APRIL 28 P. M., OLEG TUMANOV 

TURNED AS IDE REPEATED REQUESTS FOR THE DETAILS OF 
HIS ' ESCAPE" FRON A TIIENTY • YEAR " NIGHTMARE" 

1/0RHING FOR RL IN MUNICH . HE INSTEAD OFFERED A 
FEIi FACTS ON RADIO LIBERTY OPERATIONS 111TH AN 
OBVIOUS IDEOLOGICAL T\/IST, AMONG THEH: 

· ·RL CONTR I BUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE INTELLIGENCE· 
GATHER ING OPERATIONS OF THE U.S . BY CQLLECT ING 
INFORMATION FROM INTERVIE\IS WITH SOVIET EMIGRES. 
SINGL ED OUT IN THIS REGARD \/ERE JE\IS LEAVING THE 
USSR FOR ISRAEL, BUT \/HO GO TO THE U.S . 

--SERGE SCHMEMANN OF THE NY Tl11ES \/AS NAMED BY 
TUMANOV AS AN EXAMP LE OF A CORRESPONDENT \/HO 

PROVI DES INFORMATION TO RL, TH E EVIDENCE OF TH I S 
BEING USE OF MATERIAL FROM HI S ARTICLES IN RL 

BROADCASTS, AND \/HO GETS INFORMAT ION FROM RL •• 
APPARENTLY A REFERENCE TO THE RESEARCH BULLETIN. 

-·RL WORKING LEVEL RECEIVES INSTRUCTIONS ON HOii 
TO COVER VAR I OUS PARTS OF THE 1/0RLD AND VARI DUS 
EVENTS, E.G., THE REAGAN-GORBACHEV MEETING. 
TUMANOV ALLEGES THAT RL \/AS TOLD TO START EMPHAS I ZING 
GRENADA .. . AND SOON PARATR OOPERS \/ERE LANDING 
ON THAT ISLAND. NOii THE EMP HA SIS IS ON NICARAGUA. 

•· N. A. USHAKOV OF THE INSTITUTE OF STATE AND 
LAIi ALSO SPOKE, COMMENT I NG AT LENGTH ON THE 
LEGAL IMPLICATI.ONS Of Rl'S ACTIVITIES AND U.ATERI 

I TS PRESENCE ON \/EST GERMAN TERR I TORY, AND 
REF ERR I NG PRIMARILY TO THE UN CHARTER. D. D. BI RYUKOV 
OF SOVIET TELEVISION COMMENTED ON THE CONNECTIONS BET\IEEN 
' IMPERIALIST CENTERS OF DISRUPTION AND DISINFORMATION" 
AND Rl. 

5. AMONG THE QUESTIONS THAT TUMANOV EVADED, OR 
OUTRIGHT REFUSED TO ANSI/ER \/ERE : 

-·HOii MUCH DID YOU MAKE \/H I LE 1/DRK I NG FOR RL? 
HOii MUCH ARE YOU MAK I NG NOii? 

BT 

/ /'\ 
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WHTS ASSI GIIED DI STR I BU TI ON : 

SI T: 
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DP I Hl1ED 

STU9J 83 
DE RUEHMO ; J235/02 1181550 

0 281548Z AP R 86 
FM AMEMBAS SY MOSCO\,/ 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMED I ATE 4146 

AHCOHS UL MUNI CH IMMED IATE 0755 

l \lFD AHCONSUL LENI NGRAD IMMEDIATE 7148 

USIA 1/ASHOC \HMEOIATE 4508 

C O N F I D E N T I A L SECT I ON e2 OF e2 MOSCOW 0'723 5 

AHCONS UL MUNICH FOR RAD IOS 

E. O. 12356 : DECL : OADR 

TAGS : PI NR, PREL, SCOM, UR, US 
SUBJECT : OLE G TUHAN DV TELL S L ITTLE , I NSI NUAT ES MUCH 

--WHY DID YOU WA I T SO LONG TO LEAVE THI S SO- CALLEO 

" HI GHT MARE ?' 

--HO\,/ 00 YOU EXPECT WE JOURN ALI ST S TO REGARD YOUR 
STATEMENTS WITH AN Y ME ASURE OF CREDIBIL I TY WHEN YOU 

RE FUSE TO SAY HO\,/, WHY, OR WHEN YOU RETUR NED TO 

THE SOVIET UN ION? 

--I S THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER BEI NG "RI PPED OFF " IN 

FOOT I NG THE BILL FOR RL? IF IT I S NOT EFFECTIVE , 

WHY DOE S THE SOVIET UNION I/ASTE SO MUCH HONEY 

J AMM I NG ITS BROADCASTS, AND , I S THE JAMMI NG 

EF FECT I VE? 

- -P LE ASE DE FI NE THE NIGHTMARE QU AL ITY OF YOUR 
T\1£ NTY YEARS ON RL'S ST AFF ? WAS IT A NIG HTMARE 

CONSTANTL Y? ONLY DURING THE DAY S? ONL Y AT 

NIGHT? 

COMMEN T 

6. EMBASSY OBSERVERS AND A HASTIL Y-POLLED GR OUP 
OF 111:STERN JOURNAL ISTS FELT TH AT THE SOVIE TS DID 
NOT GET THEIR MONEY 'S WORTH FROM TUMANOV' S 
PERFORMANCE. I/HILE HE SEEMED I/EL L PREPARED, TUMANDV 

APPEARED TO BE ON A TIGHT LEASH I N TERMS 
OF SCRIP T. PERH APS AS A RESULT OF JOURNAL !STIC 
STAND ARD S ACQUIRED DURING TWENTY YEARS WI TH RL, HE 
DID NOT APPEAR TO FEEL ABLE TO EMBROIDE R TOO MUCH 
ON THE STORY AS OR I GINALLY PRE SEN TED AT THE 

BEGI NNING OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE . 

7. COP IES OF OUR TAPE OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
ARE BE I NG POUCHED TO FB I S AND AMC ON SUL HUN I CH 

FOR RL. 

n a tic-I Pl I n-r I I I 
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EOB: 

OP I MNED 
STU2633 
DE RUEHHO 117291/61 1191249 

TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 4177 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7178 
USIA 1/ASHDC l11HEDIATE 4529 
USDOE 1/ASHOC 11111EO IATE 
ANEHBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1444 
AHEHBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 28117 
AHEMBASSY HELSINKI I MHEDIATE 5159 
ANEHBASSY LONDON 1 MMED I ATE 11187 
AHEMBASSY OSLO I HMEO I ATE 24117 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 34U 
ANEMBASSY 1/ARSAII I MMEO I ATE 3683 

8 8 II P I D E II T I ii L SECTION Ill OF 112 MOSCO\/ 87291 

E. O. 12356: DECL : OAOR 
TAGS: KSC , TRGY, SENV, UR 
SUBJEC T· CHfRNOBYL ' IIUCL E R AC CIDEN 

REF : STATE 132741 

I. r.iHFIBEllfW.L -· ENTIRE TE XT. 

2. EHB SSY HAS HADE EVERY EFFORT, AS HAVE OTHER 
1/ESTERN EMBASSIES, TO OBTAIN FURTHER ACCURATE 
INFORMATION REGARDING ACCIDENT AT SOVIET NUCLEAR 
POWER STATIOII AT CHERNOBYL ' , BUT 111TH LITTLE 
SUCCESS. MOST INFORMATION \IE HAVE AT THIS POINT 
!APPROXIMATELY 1180 ZULU APRIL 291 HAS BEEN GLEANED 

FROM 1/ESTERN RADIO BROADCASTS, WH I CH APPEAR TO BE 
BASED MOS, LY ON HEAR SAY, WITH LI TTLE SUBSTANTI ATI OI, 
THERE H S BEEN NO FUR THER INFORMATION FROM THE 
SOVIETS SINCE THEI R AII NOUNCEME IIT ON THE EVENI IIG OF 
APRIL 28 THAT THE ACC IDENT HAD TAKEN PLACE. 
LATE REPORT: EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM A 
1/ESTERN JOURNALIST WHO \/AS IN TURN INFORMED THAT A FIRE I S 
INDEED RAGING INSIDE THE CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR PLAUT. 

3. VOA AIIO BBC HA \IE BROADCAS T STORI ES T~.T Klf V 
BUS SERVICE AS BE Ell STOPPED SO T~ E BUSES COU ~ 
B~ USED TO E,ACUATf PEOPL E LIV 1NG H~RTH OF THt 
CI TY , AUD THAT THE KIEV \/AT ER SUPP LY HAS EEE I, 
CONTAMI NATED. Al/OTHER RUMOR H•S I T TH AT 
EVACUEES HAVE ALRE ADY BEEN ARR I VING I N KIE V ITSELF . 
\IE VIEi/ THESE REPORTS WITH A GREAT DEAL OF SUSPICION 
AT THIS POINT. 1/E HAVE SPOKEN WITH A NEPRESENTATIVE 
OF A GROUP OF BRITISH AND AMER ICAN STUnE NTS 
STUDY IN IN IEV, \/HO CALLEO US TO FI NO OU' I/HO' 

HAD HAPPENED. THEY NOTICED NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY 
IN THE CI TY, BUT HAD HEARD STORIES (POSSIBLY 
FROM 1/ESTERN RADIO BROADCASTS! ABOUT THE BUSES 
AND THE I/ATER. THEY NOTED THAT THE WATER I/AS 
STILL ON AND THAT BUS SERVICE SEEl1ED TO BE CURTAILED, 
BUT THAT THIS HIGHT BE DUE TO NAY DAY PARADE 
PREPARATIONS. 

4. THE FRG EMBASSY REPORTS A CONVERS ATION 111TH 
A GERHAN BUSI NESSHAN I/ORK ING IN THE WESTERN 
PART OF KIEV 11110 REPORTED LIFE I/AS NORMAL, 
ANO HIS SOVIET COUNTERPARTS I/ERE DISPLAYING 
NO CONCERN. THE BUSINESSHAN ALSO REPORTED 
THAT HIS LOCAL EMPLOYEE HAS LEARNED THAT A 
38-KILOMETER REGION SURROUNDING CHERNOBYL ' 
HAS BEEN COROOIIEO OFF AND IS BEING EVACUATED. 
HE ADDED THAT TOURIST GROUPS CONTINUE TO ARRIVE 
AT THE RUS' HOTEL AS PER NORMAL. HOWEVER, HE 
RELAYED RUHORS RPT RUMORS THAT 3, 8ll8 PEOPLE HAD 
DIED AND 48,880 I/ERE BEING EVACUATED. 

S, CANADIAN EKBASSY (PROTECT) REPORTS ITS 
- MILITARY ATTACHE RETURNED FROM KIEV MORNING OF 

APRIL 29 ANO HAD NOTICED NOTHING UNUSUAL IN 
THE CITY AS OF DEPARTURE SUNDAY EVEN ING. 
AU. S. EMBASSY MILITARY ATTACHE \/HO RETURNED 
FROM KIEV MONRNING OF APRIL 29 GAVE NO EVIDENCE 
OF EXPOSURE TO HIGH RAD I ATION LEVELS . AN 
AMER I CAN TELEV ISION CORRESPONDENT RE PORTED TO 
US THAT HE INTERVIEIIEO SOVIETS ARRIVING FROM 
KIEV IN MOSCO\/ BY TRAIN TH I S MORNI NG ANO FOUND 
A LACK OF CONCER N, EVEN I GNORANCE , RE GARDING 
ACCIDENT , ANOTHER AMER I CAN CORRE SPONDENT TEL LS 

US AEROFLOT FL IGHT S ARE ST I LL FLYIIIG TO KIE V. 

6. AN AMER ICAII \/I RE SERVICE REPOR TS THAT PRIME 
MI N I STER OF POL AND HAS NACE PUBLIC STATEMENT 
REGARDING A RADIOACTIVE CLOUD 1/HICH PASSED 
OVER THAT COUNTR Y APRIL 28. SAME SER VI CE HAS 
RECEIVED A REPORT THAT HUNGARIAN DOME STIC SERV I CE 
IS REPORTING DEATHS IN USSR AS A RESULT OF THE 
ACCIDENT, BUT INQUIRIES OF LOCAL HUNGARIAN 
CORRESPONDENTS HAS TURNED UP NOTH I NG IN TH IS REGARD. 

7. AP IS NOW RUNNING A STORY TH AT AL EKSANOR 
SAZONOV OF THE FORE I GN HI NI STRY PRESS OFFICE 
TOLD ONE OF THEIR REPOR TERS THAT "I T MA Y BE 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 
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OP I MMED 
STU 2642 
OE RUE HMO 17291/02 1191252 
0 291247Z APR 86 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCO\/ 

TO SECSTATE 1/ASHOC I MMED I ATE 4178 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD I MMEDIATE 7171 

US I A 1/AS HDC IMMED IATE 4539 
USDOE 1/ASHDC I MMEO I ATE 
AMEMBASS Y BUDAPEST I MMEDIATE 1445 
AMEMBASSY COPENH AGEN I MMEDIATE 2808 
AMEMBASS Y HEL SI NKI IMMEDIATE 5169 
AMEMBASS Y L ONO ON IMMEDIATE 1088 
AMEMBASS Y OSLO I MMED I ATE 2408 
AME MBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3481 
AMEMBASSY 1/ARSAII IMMEDI ATE 3684 

&. 0 N F I a E II l I A L SECT I ON 02 OF 02 MOSCO\/ 97291 

E.O. 12356 : DECL : OADR 
TAGS: KS CA, TRGY, SENV, UR 
SU BJECT: CHERNOBYL ' NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

DANGEROUS ' TO TRAVEL TO KIEV NOii. \IE ARE URGENTLY 
TRY I NG TO CONTACT FOREIGN MIN I STRY PRESS OFF I CE 
FOR CONFI RMATION ANO MORE I NF OR MAT I ON. \IE ARE 
ALSO ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT NUCLEAR ENERG Y OFFICIALS 
TO DI SCUSS ACC IDENT, BU T NE I THER \IE NOR OUR COLLEAGUES 
AT OTHER WESTERN EMB AS SIE S HAVE YET SUCCEEDED IN 
FINDING ANYONE WHO I/ILL DI SCUSS THE MATTER. THE 
ST ATE COMMITTEE FOR SAFETY I N THE ATOM IC ENERGY 
PO WE R INDUS TRY IS I/ ILL ING TO MEET 111 TH US TOMORROW, 

BUT HAS NOT SET A TIME. 

8. CONGEN LEN IN GRAD, IN PHONE CONVER SATION, 
REPORTS NO UNUSUAL ACTI VITY IN THAT CI TY. 

9. EMB ASSY HAS SPOKEN WITH MINI ST RY OF HEALTH 
1/H ICH MO NI TORS RADIATION LEVELS ANO I/AS TOLD 
THAT THERE IS NO ABOVE -AVERAGE RAO I AT I ON RECORDED 
AT TH I S TI ME " IN MOSCOW. • 

18. BBC AT 1100 GMT CARRIED REPORT THAT SOVIET 
EMBAS SY IN STOCKHOLM HAS APPROACHED S\IEOISH 
NU CLEAR POI/ER OFF ICIALS FOR ADVICE ON HOii TO PUT 
OUT A FI RE AT A NUCLEAR POI/ER PLANT. THEY SWEDES 
REPORTEDL Y TOLD THE SOV IETS THEY 00 NOT HAVE THE 
TYPE OF POI/ER PLANT IN QUEST ION, ANO ADVISED THE 
SOVIETS TO TAKE tHE MATTER UP 111TH BRITAIN. EMBASSY 
HAS RECE I YEO INFORMATION FROM A WE STERN JOURNAL I ST 
\/HO I/AS IN TURN INFORMED THAT A FIRE IS INDEED 
RAGING INSIDE TkE CHERNOBYL ' NUCLEAR PLANT. 

COMBS 
BT 
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USDOE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1446 
AMEMBASSY BON !: IMMEDIATE '1245 
AMEMBASSY COPE HAGEN IMMEDIATE 2809 
AMEMBASSY HEL SINKI IMMEDI ATE 5163 
A-ME MB ASS Y LO !il;D ON I MME D I Al E 10 9 3 
AMEMBASSY 0$[0 IMMEDI AT~ 2409 
A"'ME MB ASS Y ST 0-C KHO L M i-MME D I ATE 3 4 8 5 
A ME MB AS S Y WAR S AW I MME I) I A T E 3 6 8 5 ,e. 

~ 8 NF I 9 E~N T I AL MOSCOW 97317 

E. 0. 12356: DEC L: OADR 
TA GS: KSCA, J:R GY, SENV, CAS E, UR 

\ 

SUBJECT: CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. 2, 
AS OF 1330 GMT AP RIL 29 

REF: MOSCOW 7231 (NOTALI 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLRR fo"1-//~f-:tl /tJ3f1
1 

BY &ts;(' NARA DATE 1(!6/oT 
£8NF I BENT I AL-
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 03 MOSCOW 7317 DTG : 2914382 APR 86 PSN: 011J835 

I. JON F IDE N·T I M - ENT IRE TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY PRESS SPOKESMAN TALKED WITH 
A~~!SANDR SAZANOV, DEPUTY CHIEF OF rFA PRESS 
OFFICE, WHO, WHILE UPSET ABOUT BEINE QUOTED 
BY AP, CONFIRMED THAT KIEV WAS "CLO~ED." 
EMBASSY TRAVEL OFFICER CONFIRMED WITH MFA THAT 
KIEV HAS BEEN CLOSE.D TO TRAVEL BY DIPLOMATS AND 
JOURNALISTS UNTIL MAY 4; THIS WILL BE EXTENDED 
IF NECESSARY. HOWEVER, INTOURIST TOLD DEPUTY 
CONSULAR CHIEF THAT THEY DO NOT CONSIDER KIEV 
DANGEROUS AND ARE STILL TAKING TOURISTS THERE. 

3. VISITING STUDENT REPORTS SPEAKING flTH A 
CANADIAN VISITING A HOSPITAL IN KIEV WHO STATED 
THAT WH I LE HE WAS I N THE HOSP I TA L, AUTHOR I T I ES 
BEGAN "ISOLATING" ENTIRE. WARDS. AN AMERICAN TOUR 
GROUf REPO RT EO THAT TH EIR INTOURIST GUIDE SUDDE NLY 
CAN~LLED A PLANNED TRIP TO THE EXHIBITION OF 
ECOtfOM1C ACHIEVEMENTS (VDNKH) AND SUBSTITUTED A 

~ TRIP -, TO THE BABI VAR MEMORIAL GIVEN THE CHERNOBYL' 
ACCIDENT AS THE REASON . .c,. THE GUIDE CLAIMED THE 
ACCID ENT HAD CAUSED 350 FATALITIES. (NOTE: 
SI NCf THE VDN KH AND THE BABI YAR MEMOR IA L ARE ON 
TH E SAME SIDE OF KIEV , THE GUIDE'S EXPLANATION 
MAKE S LITTLE SEfJSE. END NOT E.) 

4. 1BBC REPO RTED AT 130 0 GMT THAT IN ADDITION TO 
APPROACHI NG THE SWEDE S FOR HELP IN PUTTING OUT WHAT 
THE STATIO r' CLAIMS IS A GRAPHITE FIRE AT THE 
CHERNOBYL' PLANT , THE SOVIETS HAVE ALSO APPROACHED 
THE WEST GERMANS IN BONN. AMONG OTHER RUMORS 
CIRCULAT ING HERE : 

EB NFIDENTIAt 
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-- A FINNISH JOURNALIST TOLD THE NORWEGIAN 
AMBASSADOR (PROTECT) THAT PARTS OF MINSK WERE BEING 
EVACUATE D; 

- -- BOTH THE SWEDISH AND / THE BRITISH AMBASSADORS 
HAVE BEEN QUOTED SECOND-HANb AS SAYING THE WINDS 
ARE SHIFTING AWAY FROM SCAN~INAVIA AND TOWAROS 
MOSCOW, CAUSING EVEN GREATER CONCERN AMONG LOCAL 
WE S TE R NE R S . 

5 . S WE D I SH E MB ASS Y HE RE (PRO TE CT) TEL L S US THE I R 
AMBASSADOR HAS SUBMITTED A LONG LIST OF TECHNICAL 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INCIDENT ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
STOCKHOLM, BUT THAT NO ANSWERS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 
COMBS 
BT 
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OP I MME D 
STU3779 
DE RUEHMO #7333 1191845 
0 2918442 APR 86 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4211 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7 18 5 
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4541 
USDOE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY B U D AP E S T I MME D I AT E 14 4\, 
AMEMBASSY BON N IMMEDIATE IJ246 
AMEMBASSY COPENHA.GEN 2811J 
AMEMBASSY HELSIN KI 5165 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 189 5 
AME MBA SSY OSLO 241 G 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 3486 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW,03686 

C ON F I Q EN I I A~ Mosc·ow 873 33 

E. 0. 123 56 : DE CL : OAD R 
TAG S: KSCA , l RGY, SENV , UR 
SUBJECT: CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR ACCIDENT : REPORT NO. 3, 

AS OF 1731J GMT AP RIL 29 

REFS : · MOSCOW 7317, (B) MOSCOW 7231 
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I. UPI MOSCOW BUREAU IS MOVING STORY BASED ON CONTACTS 
WITH A SOVIET CITIZEN KNOWN TO THEM LIVING IN KIEV WHO 
HAS "CHECKED HOSPITALS." ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, 
OVER 2,000 PERSONS HAVE DIED AS A RESULT OF CHERNOBYL' 
NUCLEAR ACCIDENT. AT L~AST TWO AIRCRAFT AND ONE 
H E L I C O P T E R WE R E I N V O L V E D I N E V AC U A T I O N E F F OR T S ; 
SUPPOSEDLY RADIATION LE VELS ON ONE EVACUATION AIRCRAFT 
REACHED 80' ROENTGENS , W~ILE NORMAL LEVEL · 1s SUPPOSED TO 
BE 12 ROENTGENS. (NOTE : WE HAVE NO WAY TO EVALUATE 
THESE FIGURES. END NOTE) THE SOURCE REPORTS THAT 
80 PERSONS DIED IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ACCIDENT, 
WHILE 2,00'0 OTHERS DIED EN ROUTE TO HOSPITALS. THE 
OK TYABRSKAYA HOSPITAL IN KIEV IS SAID TO BE CRAMMED 
WITH PEOPLE SUFFERING FROM RADIATION SICKNESS. TEN 
TO TWELVE THOUSAND PERSONS HAVE ALLEGEDLY BEEN 
EV AC U A TED FROM THE TOWN OF PR I PY AT, NORTHWEST -o F 
C HE R NOB YL 1 

• T HE S OU R C E CL A\ I MS THE D E AD ARE NOT B E I NG 
BURIED IN A CEMETERY , BUT IN A NUCLEAR WASTE DUMP AT 
PERO GO Z (PH OJJ) . THE SOURCE AL SO SAYS THE RE I S A 
FIRE STILL BURNING AT THE REACTOR SITE . 

2. SOVIET TELEVISION EVENING NEWS "VREMYA" CONVEYED 
A CO UN C I L Ob- M I N I STE RS ST ATE ME NT RE GARD I NG THE 
" ACCIDENT" AT CHERNOBYL'. ACCORDING TO THE 
STATEMENT , A STATE INVE'STIGATIVE COMMISSION IS ON 
THE SCENE HEADE D BY DEPUTY PREMIER BORIS SHCHERBINA, 
ALONG WITH "HEADS OF MINISTRIES , SPECIALISTS AND 
SCIEN TISTS ." THE STATE ME ' T SAID TH E ACCIDENT HAD 

·· TAKEN PLACE IN TH E FOU RTH GENERATO R RESULTING IN 
"DESTRUCTION OF PART OF THE STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS OF 
THE BUI LDING" HOUSI NG THE GENERATOR , PRESUMAB LY THE 
NEWE ST UNIT. THE OTH ER THREE GENERATORS HAVE BEEN 
SHUT DOWN. THE STATEMENT SAID TWO PERSONS DIED 
"DURIN G" THE ACCIDEN T. PRIORITY MEASURES HAVE 
BEE N TAK EN AND RADI ATI ON LEVELS HAVE BEEN "SJ ABILIZED" 
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(LEVEL NOT GIVEN). EMERGENCY MEDICAL HELP IS BEING 
RENDERED TO THOSE SUFFERING THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
AC C I DENT (NO I NJ UR Y ST AT I ST I CS WERE G I VEN) . THE 
REPORT STATED THAT THE POWER STATION SETTLEMENT AND 
THREE OTHER 
SURROUNDING 
HARTMAN 
BT 

AREAS ,.AD BEEN EVACUATED 
AREA I BEING KEPT UNDER 

' . 

\ 

AND THE 
"OBSERVATION." 
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WHT S AS S IG NED CI S TR I BUTIO N: 
S IT : VP RS MATL ... IND SI T 
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'15 3 
0 0 2915542 APR 86 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WA SHDC 

SOMM-0 1 

TO AMEMBASS Y MOSCOW NIAC T IMMEDIATE 7489 

INFO US DEL SECRE T AR Y I MME DIATE 5433 

~ 2 e" 2 ~ STATE 1 3319 1 TOSEC 080138 

EXDIS 

ON 

1. 6EORE I E ,rIRE TE XT . 

ROD M-01 LENC-01 

ACCIDEN T 

2 . ASST . SEC RIDG WAY WI L L DEL I VER POINTS AT P AR A 3 BELOW 
TO SO VIET CHARGE SOKOL OV TUESDAY MORNING . EMB ASS v S HOULD 
SEE K URGE NT AP POI NTMENT AT HIGHEST AV AI L ABLE LEVE . OF MFA 
TO DELIVER P ARAL ~ EL DE MARCHE USI NG SAME POINTS . POI NTS 
SHOU LD BE DE L IVERED AS AN ORAL MESSAGE FROM T HE PRESIDENT 
TO GO RBAC HEV . YO U SHOU L D LEAVE PAPER INCO RPORATING 
POIN TS FOR TH E RECORD . YOU SHOU LD MA KE THE TWO POINTS AT 
PARA 4 SEFAR J.T EL Y FROM THE PRESIDENT ' S MESSAGE . 

3 . BEGIN ,.. E x - OF PRE SIDENT' S ORAL MESSAGE : 

WE WISH TO E XP RESS OUR DEEP REGRET OVER THE ACCIDENT 
AT THE CHERNOB YL ATOMIC ENERGY STATION . WE HOPE 
CASUALTIES AND MAT ERIAL DAMAGE ARE MINIMAL. 

THE PRES I DEN T HA S DIRECTED ME TO ASSURE YOU THAT THE 
UNITED ST ATES IS P REP ARED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE SOVIET 
UNIO N HUMANIT ARI A~ AN D TECHNICAL ASSISTA NCE IN DEALING 

WITH THIS TR AGED Y. 

WE COULD SEND IMME DI ATELY A PARTY OF SCIENTIS TS FROM 
OUR NUCLE AR EMERGENC Y SE ARCH TEAM (NEST) WHO CAN ASSIST 
IN DETERMINING AND S UBS EQ UENTLY COORDINATING THE BEST USE 
OF T HE RESOURCES FROM THE UNI TED STATES NUCLEAR S AFETY 
AND ENVIRONMENTA L P ROTEC T ION PROGRA~S . 

THESE RESOURCES C AN ~LSD BE MADE AV AI LA BLE AND 
INCLU DE T HE FOLLO v I NG CAP ABIL I TIES : 

l . ATMOSPHEFIC REL E ASE ADVISORY CAPA.BI L IT Y (ARAC ) WHICH 
CAN PREDICT RAC IO J. C T I VE M~ TERIAL DISPERSION B ASED ON 
GEOGRAPHY , WE.A TH E 1' . AND THE RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL S 

MAT- 01 

RELE ASED . 
DECLASSIFIED 
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2. AERIAL MEASURING SYSTEM (AMS) , A HEL I C0°TER-BORNE 
RADIOLOGICA MEASUREMENT SYSTEM WHICH CAN MAF THE ACTUA_ 
SPREAD OF RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATIO~ 

3 . RADIOLOGICA~ ASSISTANCE TEAMS INCLUDING HEAL~ 
PHYSICISTS AND EQUIPMENT TO MEASURE RADIOACTIVE 
CONTAMINATION IN WATER , AIR , AND SOIL . ALSO , TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE IN ASSESSING THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE 
RADIOACTIVE MATER;ALS RELEASED . 

4. MEDICAL PERSONNEL EXPERIENCED IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREATMENT OF RADIATION EXPOSURE I~ PEOPLE. 

5. TECHNICAL EXPERTISE AND ASSISTANCE IN RADIOLOGICAL 
DECONTAMINATION , RECOVERY FROM A NUCLEAR REACTOR 
ACCIDENT, AND MINIMIZING ENVIRONMENTAL ·EFFECTS . 

END TEXT . 

4 . BEGIN TEXT OF ADDITIONAL POINTS. 

WE ARE OF COUR SE CONCERNED ABOUT THE LEVELS OF 
RADIATION RELEASED AS A RESULT OF THE ACCIDENT. PRESS 
REPORTS INDICATE HIGHER THAN NORMAL RADIATION LEVELS AS 
FAR NORTH AS FIN LAN D. 

-- SINCE RADIOLOGICAL DA MA GE OR AC CIDENT ASSESSMENT 
ISSUES WITH INTERN ATI ONAL IMPLIC AT IONS MAY RESUL T, WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE AN Y ADDITIONAL DETAILS YOU CAN PROVIDE 
ON TH E CHER NOBY_ ACCIDENT . WHITEHEAD 
BT 

/V 



' 

l r1 I L ,_ LL ft u I 
UNCLASSIFIED 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT J 

PAGE 91 

EOB131 

SECSTATE WASHOC 3852 
ANB92346 

OTG: 2923 49Z APR 86 PSN : 011851 
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DISTR IBUTION: COBB-91 SOl111-01 MAT-111 /093 Al 

~TS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT : 
EOB: 

OP I MMED 
OE RUEHC 113852/91 1192352 
0 292349Z APR 86 ZEX 
FM SECSTATE 1/ASHDC 

TO All EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 
EUROPEAN POL AO COLLECT I VE 

NSC 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 3248 
AMC ON SUL MUN I CH I MMEO I ATE 2437 
USDEL NST GENEVA 111NEOIATE 1276 
ANEl1BASSY ANKARA I MNEO I ATE 5S 72 

SECDEF \IASHOC IMMEDIATE 4269 

INFO US ELEMENT LIVE OAK IMMEDIATE 9S49 
USMISSION USUN NEIi YORK 111MEDIATE 2163 
USIA 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 
ANCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 1132 

UNCLAS SECTION 81 OF 03 STATE 133852 

INFORM CONSULS, FOR PAOS, PASS TO NSC FOR HINCKLEY 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OPRC 
SUBJECT: EUR DA ILY PRESS GUIDANCE 4/29/86. 

1. THE FOLLOIIING PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT ANO CONTINGENCY 
PRESS GUI DANCES \/£RE PREPARED FOR USE BY THE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESPERSON ON APRIL 29, 1986. IN ADO IT I ON TO THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT, GUIDANCE IN SECTION 3 \/AS USED IN TODAY ' S 
BRIEFING. 

2. (PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT) SOV I ET NUCLEAR ACC IOENT 

-- ASSISTANT SECRETARY RIDGWAY MET 111TH SOVIET CHARGE 
SOKOLOV THIS MORNING AND EXPRESSED, ON BEHALF OF THE 
PRESIDENT, THE UNITED STATES ' DEEP REGRET OVER THE 
ACCIDENT AT THE CHERNOBYL ATOMIC ENERGY STAT ION. \IE 
HOPE CASUALTIES ANO MATERIAL DAMAGE ARE MINIMAL . THE 
UNITED ST ATES IS PREPARED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE 
SOVIET UNION HUl1ANITAR I AN ANO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN 
DEALING 111TH THIS ACCIDENT. 

- - THE UNI TED STATES IS SEEKING ADDITIONAL INFORMAT ION 
ON THE ACC IDENT AND REQUESTS THE CLOSEST PDS SI BLE 
COORD INATION AMONG All CONCERNED COUNTRIES. 1/E HOPE 

THE SOVIET UNION I/Ill PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
ACCIDENT IN A TIMEL Y MANNER. 

3. SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

0: HOii DID THE U. S, GOVERNMENT LEARN ABOUT THE NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT? DID THE SOVIETS INFORl1 THE GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTLY? 

CSN: EHA350 
A: -- \IE LEARNED OF THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT AT CHERNOBYL 
FROM THE TASS ANNOUNCEMENT ON MONDAY AFTERNOON . THE 
SOV IET GOVERNl1ENT HAS NOT CONTACTED US THROUGH 
01 PLOMAT IC CHANNELS . 

Q: ARE \IE TALKING TO THE SOVIETS ABOUT IT? 

A: - - ASS I STANT SECRET ARY RI OGIIAY MET Ill TH SOVIET 
CHARGE SOKOLOV THIS MORNING TO EXPRESS OUR CONCERN AND 
TO EXTEND OUR OFFER OF ASSISTANCE . WE ALSO HOPE THE 
SOVIET UNION \/ILL PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 

ACC IDENT IN A TIMELY MANNER. 

Q: \/HAT KI NO OF ASS I STANCE HayE \IE OFFERED THE SOVIET 

UN I ON? ,,,--
A: -- ASSISTANT SECRETARY RIDGIIAY MET THIS MORNING 
Ill TH SOVIET CHARGE SOKOLOV AND EXPRESSED, ON BEHALF OF 
THE PRESIDENT, THE UNITED STATES' DEEP REGRET OVER THE 
ACCIDENT. 

-- \IE I NO ICATEO TO THE SOV IETS THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO 
MAKE AVAILABLE TO THEM HUMANITARIAN AND TECHNICAL 

ASS I STANCE. 

Q: WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT DOING TO NOTIFY AMERICAN 
CIT IZENS IN THE SOVIET UNION ABOUT THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT? 

A: -- OUR EMBASSY IN MOSCO\/ IS IN CONTACT 111TH 
REG ISTERED AMER I CAN CITIZENS KNOWN TO BE IN THE 
AFFECTED AREA. THE PRIMARY RESPONS IBILITY FOR 
NOTIFYING RESIDENTS OF POTENTIAL DANGER ANO FOR TAKING 

STEPS TO SAFEGUARD THE PUBLIC OBVIOUSLY LI ES 111TH THE 
SOV IET AUTHORITIES. 1/E ARE IN CONTACT 111TH THE SOVIETS 
ON THE SAFETY OF OUR CITIZENS. 

Q: ARE THERE ANY AMER I CANS IN THE AREA OF THE ACCIDENT? 

A: -- \IE DO NOT HAVE AN ACCURATE ESTIMATE OF THE 
NUMBER OF AMER I CANS \/HO MAY BE IN THE AREA AFFECTED BY 

THE ACCIDENT ANO ARE IN CONTACT 111TH INTOURIST, THE 
SOV IET TRAVEL AGENCY, ABOUT AMERICAN TOURISTS I/HO "AY 
BE AFFECTED. 

!FYI) THE LATEST AVAILABLE POST ESTINATE, 1984, 
IND ICATES ONLY 367 AMERICANS RESIDING IN ALL THE SOVIET 
UN ION. 

4. USSR: EX-DEFECTOR TUMANOV 
BT 
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DTG:2912.lZ APR 86 PSN:81 8698 
TOR: 119/ 13262 CSN: HCE681 

DISTRIBUT ION: KAN-Bl DOBR-01 KRAM-81 SOMM-81 LENC-81 HAT-01 
/8ll6 A2 

IIHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: VP SIT PUBS 
EOB: 

OP I MMED 
STU261S 
DE RUFHNK 12882 119120 

FM AMEMB 

TO SEC ST ATE IIASHDC IMMEDIATE as 86 

INFO AMEMBASSY PAR IS 3868' 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 6263 

UNClAS HELSINKI 82982 

PARIS FOR USOECD 

£. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: TRGY, EGEN, FI , SUB 
SUBJ: FINNS RESPOND TO SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDEN T 

1. FINN I SH RESPONSE 10 SOV IET NUCLEAR RE ACTOR 
CC I DE NT 1S STILL FORMING. TO DATE , MOST ME)I A 

RE PORTS HAVE STUC K TO A FEIi KNOWII FAC TS AIID i AVE 
QEITERATED SPECULAT ION APPE ARING IN FOREIGN 1EOIA . 
HESE IN CLUDE THE EXTENT OF ME ASU RED INCREASES ABOVE 

NORMAL RADIATION LEVELS IN PARTS OF SCANO INAVI~ 
SI/Ell AS THE BEL ATE D AN O SKETCHY SOVI ET ADMI SSI ON 

THAT AN ACCIDENT OCCURRED . L OCAl MED I A HAVE 
REITERATED ARTICLE S IN U.S. PRESS TO EFFE CT THAT A 

MEL T·D0\111" OCCURRED. 

2. SOME NEO IA CONCERN HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO SAFETY 
OF FINN I SH STUDENTS AND CONSTRUCTION 1/0RKERS I N THE 
UKRANIAN CITY OF KIEV. FOREIGN NI NISTRY HAS 
INDICATED IT HAS NO DETAILS AS TO THEIR FATE BECAUSE 
MINISTRY ITSELF IS CURRENTL Y OtJ STP I KE ANO BEC AUSE 
FINNISH LONG-D ISTANCE TElEPHOt1E SEf I CE TO USSR IS 
AL SO SHUT DOVN BY STR I KE ACT I OIL 

l . FINNI SH NUCLE AR EXPERTS HAVE TOLD THE 11EOI A AND 
TH IS EMBASSY THAT INCREASE IN RAOI AT I ON HAS RANGED 
FROM T\.10 TO SI X TINES NORMAL BACKGROUND LEVEL, BUT 

HAT TH IS IS NO CAUSE FOR HEA VY ALARM. GOF ATOM IC 
ENERGY OF11CE REP TOL D EMBOFF TH AT RAOIAT 0~ LEV EL IS 
ALREADY D, Cl NING BEC ~USE Of ~INO SH IFT:; . r: 
!PECULA TED THAT A DESCENDING i 1R MA: S CAU:Et Ti E 

IGHER RAD IA 1011 LEVE '. S TC FALL ' N ~ ~I JE BW,[' 
,CROSS F IUlA~D AIID S\.llDE tl. AIR CFAFT SA~P. ES TEtlDE D 
·o COttF IRM n1s. "YPES OF FISSION BYPROD . CTI DETECTED 
WAS CONSIS TENT 111 TH POI/ER REACT OR AC CIDEN T A5 SOURCE, 
BUT HE WAS RELUCTAtlT TO SPECULATE FUR THER ON L IMITED 
INFORttATION AVAILABLE. NO INFORMATIOH ON ACCIDENT 
HAS YET COME TO HIS ATTENTION FRON SOVIET NUCLEAR 
EXPERTS. 

•· IN CLOS ING, FINNISH ENERGY REP SAID HIGHLY 
PUBLICIZED REACTOR ACCIDENT WOULD KAKE JOB OF PRESSING 
FORWARD WITH A FIFTH NUCLEAR REACTOR IN FINLAND EVEN 
MORE DIFFICULT. EMBOFF INFERRED HE MEANT OPPOSITION 
WOULD MOUNT TO BUILDING A FIFTH REAC TOR OF ANY ORIGIN, 
NOT JUST OF SOVIET ORIGIN. HE SAID HE HOPED LEVEL 
HEADS WOULD PREVAIL. 
SCHNABEL 
BT 
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~ /007 A2 

\/HTS ASSIGNED DI STR I BUT I ON: 
SIT: VP SIT PUBS 
EOB: 

OP IIIMED 
STU2232 
DE RUFHSK #3296/01 11911149 

0 29184:~~ \P '__J 
FIi AIIEM ~ OCKHOLII 

TO SECS TATE 1/ASHDC IMMEDIATE 2174 

INFO AMEKBASSY MOSCO\/ I IIIIED I ATE 3370 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 0497 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA IIIMEOIATE 2233 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 0742 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2731 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE 0100 
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 1828 
AMEMB ASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 6445 

~IIF I DtNiiAL ...> 

v'l. \•'-'-t~+l: :11µ~-1,1::.UD...jF:J1:.:.t..1F:u.:JJ; :~I..Jl.llil$..t.E,..S~ECTION IH OF 02 STOCKHOLM 03296 

~ \VI USEC 

USOECO 

E.O. 12356 : N/ A 
TAGS: ENRG, TR GY, PARM, SIi 
SUBJECT : SI/ED I S £.AC TI ON S TO UJ\RAIN I AN IIUCLEAR ACCIOE IIT ~ 

1. SUMMARY . THE SI/EC I SH AMB ASSADOR IN MOSCOW Ill LL BE 
USING A PRE-SCHEDULED MEETING AT THE SOVIET FOREIGN 
MIN I STRY ON APRIL 27 TO DEMAND CLARIFICATION AND DETAILS 
ON THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT AT THE CHERNOBYL REACTOR IN THE 
UKR AI NE AND TO COMPLAI N OVER THE SOVIET DELAY IN 
~ TIFYING SI/EDEN OF THE ACC I DEN T. AIRBfiirnt NUCLEAR 
DEBR I s FROM THE Acclo t ln WAS FIRST REG I STEREO BY 
" AU TOMA TIC" MEASURI NG STAT IOliS IN SI/EDE N O.N. eep 1L 26 BUT 
NOT READ UNT IL OPENl~G OF BU SINESS THE FOLLO\/ I NG DA Y. A 
CLOUD OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL S I S NOii OVE R MOST OF THE 
SCANDINAVIAN PENI NSULA BUT POSE S NO SERIOUS RADIATION 
THREAT AND IS EXPECTED TO DI SPE RSE SHOR TLY . SI/EDI SH 
AUTHOR I TIES NOii SPECUL ATE TH AT THE CHERNOB YL ACC IDEHT 
COULD HAVE OCC URRED EARL Y ON SA"U~D~Y AP RIL 25, ANO 
THAT IT HAS RESUL "ED ltl SERI CuS O)M-lG E TJ TH E REACTCR'S 
CORE AN D POSS l6LY A CORE ~! L T. El/0 St•Mr,F 

2. THE FIRST rE A, UREME NTS OF l 'ICRE4SEO RAOIOACTI \/ I TY IN 
SI/EDE N 1/tRE RECORDED 011 SUNDAY , APR I L 26 AT SEVER AL OF 
THE COUNTRY ' S "AUTOMATIC" MEAsuq1NG STAT I C/IS . TH I S DATA 
\/AS DISCOVERED ONLY ON THE FOL LOI/I NG MORII I NG I/HEN STAFF 
RETURNED TO \/ORK . THAT DISCOVERY OCCURRED ALMOST 
SI IIULTAl'IEOUSL Y II I TH "MANUAL" READ 1-NGS OF 
HIGHER· THAN·NORMA, RAD I AT I ON AS WORKERS CHA~GEO SH I FrS 

AT THE FORSMARK NUCLEAR POI/ER STAT ION ON THE COAST NORTH 

OF STOCKHOLII. THE FIRST ASSUMPTION BY SWEDISH 
AUTHORITIES \/AS OF A LOIi-LEVEL LEAK AT FORSMARK. THOUGH 
THE PLANT CONTINUED OPERATION, IT WAS EVACUATED OF ALL 
BUT ESSENTIAL STAFF AND NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS TAKEN. A 
SEARCH FOR THE LEAK WAS CONDUCTED BUT AFTER A FOUR-HOUR 
INSPECT ION THE PLANT \/AS DECLARED SAFE AT APPROXIMATELY 
H: 00 HOURS . THE SAFETY INSPECT ION ANO PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURE S ARE SAID TO HAVE GONE I/ELL AT FORSMARK, BUT 
THERE WERE COMPLAINTS THAT PERSONNEL EVACUAT ION AND 
DECONTAMINATION OF STAFF I/AS TOO SLOI/. 

3. BY THIS TIME, S\IEDISI OFFICIALS I/ERE Al/ARE OF 
SIMILAR H IGHER·THAN·NORMAL RADIATION READINGS THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY AND IN FINLAND . SIIEDISH IIEASUREMENTS ALSO 
DETERMIIIED THAT THE SOURCE OF THE HIGHER RAD IAT I ON \/AS A 
NUCLEAR REACTOR ACCIDENT, NOT A NUCLEAR TEST . AT 1609, 
ENERGY MINISTER BIRGITTA DAHL CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 

AT IIHICH SHE REVIEWED THIS INFORMATION AND STRESSED THAT 
THE RAD IATION LEVELS BEING RECORDED I/ERE NOT DANGEROUS. 
THE Cl OUDS CARRY I NG THE - RADIOACTIVE MATER IALS OVER MUCH 
OF SI/EDEN AND SCANDINAVIA SHOULD DISPERSE IN A FEIi DAYS ' 
TIME. DAHL, AS I/ELL AS SPOKESMEN FOR THE SWEDISH 
NUCLEAR INSPECTORATE ANO RADIATION PROTECTION INSTITUTE, 
WERE CAREFUL NOT TO SPECULATE ON THE LOCATION OF THE 
ACC IDEN. NOTE. CON TACTS AT THE SWEDISH INDUSTRY (A•,O 
ENERG Y) MINI STRY TELL US THAT THE SI/EDE S \/ERE CERTAIN BY 
THEN THH THE SOURCE \/AS THE SOVIET UNION . SWE DI SH 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS HAD ENQUIRED IN IIOSCO\I THAT AFTERNOON 
ABOUT THE DETAILS OF ANY ACCIDENT, BUT \/ERE TOLD THAT 
THEIR SOVIET CONTACTS HAD NO INFORMATION. 

4 AT 17 : 30, WE ARE TOL D, BIRGI TT A DAHL TELE PPONED TkE 

11TER IIA" IONAL AT OMIC ENE RGY DI RECTOR HAIIS BL K ·o 
REQUEST HIS HELP I N DETERMINI NG THE SITE AW E> "ENT O' 
T~E NUCl EAR ACCI DE NT. Bl I X AGREED TO MAKE EI/OUIR1ES. 

5. EARLY IN THE EVEN ING (APPROXIMATELY 19: 3 0 SI/EDI SH 

TIME) ' "HE SOVIFJS PYBL.ltlY ACKNOI/LEDGED TH AT Al/ 
ACfl DENt=HAD TAKEtl L CE AT_CHERNOB.l'.L NOR TH OF I I EV, THE 
SITE OF SEVE RAL GRAPH ITE · MODERATE BOIL ING WATER 
REACTORS. THE S1/EO ISI PRESS, AND THE SiiEDISH ENERG Y 
OFF ICI ALS TO 1/HICH \IE HAVE SPOKEN, HAVE NO OTHER DETA ILS 
ON THE ACCIDENT. 

6 THE SWED ISH GO V!R~ME NT HAS DIRECTED ITS AMBASSADOR 
IN MOSCOW TO USE A PREVI OUSLY SCHEDULED VISI T TO THE 
FOREI GN MIN ISTR Y TO RAISE I TS CONCERNS ABOUT THE 
BT 
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E.O. 12356 : N, A 
TAGS: ENR G, TRG Y, PARM, S W 
SUBJECT: S WEDISH REACTIONS TO UKR AINIAN NUCLEAR ACCI DENT 

HANDLING OF THE ACCIDENT , THE FAI LUR E OF SOVIET 
OFFICIALS TO NOTIFY THEIR NEIGHBORS , AN D INFORMATIO N ON 
WHAT MEASURES ARE BEI NG TAKEN TO CONTAIN FURTHER 
RADIATION LEA KS . THAT MEETING WAS Tb TAKE PLACE AT 
09 : 30 SWEDISH TIME . 

7. S WED I SH PRESS REPORTS TH , T, ON THE B AS IS OF WI ND 
CU RRE NT CALCJLATIO ~ S MA DE BY THE S WEDISH METEOROLOGIC , L 
AN D HYDROLOGICAL INSTIT UT E CSMHi l THE ACCIDENT IN 
CHERNOB YL COJLD HA VE OCCURRED EAR LY ON S ATUR DAY, APRI_ 
2 5 . THE P AR T I CLES TH AT S MHI IS F IN DI NG IN THE S WEDIS H 
ATMOSPHERE ARE OF A COMPOSITION AND HAV E BEEN EXPOSED TO 
SUCH A HIGH TEMPERA T URE THAT THEY CA N ONLY BE ACCOUNTED 
FOR BY SE RI OUS DAMA GE TO THE REAC TOR ' S CO RE AND POSSIBLY 
A CORE MELT. NE WELL 
BT 
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3. I N A PRESS INTERVIEW, STIG BERGSTROM, DIRECTOR OF 
NUCLE AR RE SEARCH CE NTER AT THE SWED I SH ENERGY I NSTI TUTE 
AT STUDSVI K, CLA IMS TH AT HIS CENTER ' S ANALYSIS OF THE 
PARTICLE S AND CE SI UM 137 EMITTED FROM CHERNOBYL LEADS 
HIM TO ASSUME A CORE MELT HAS OCCURRED. 

------------------------------------------------------------ - ----------- 4. THE SWEDISH METEOROLOGIC AL ANO HYDROLOGICAL 
INSTITUTE (SMH I ) IS HOP .LJIG l(Af I/ESTERLY WINOS Will 

DEVELOP Bl...TO"ORROW TO DISPE RSE THE RADIOACTI VE CLOUD 
OP l"IIED NOii OVER SCANDINAVIA. S"H I AGA IN STRESSES THAT 

STU2709 E,......~-'-= 
DE RUFHSK 13311 1191307 RAINS HAVE B OUGH T JHE R~ VITV DOIIH TO.JROUND 

r8"6 LEVEL . THE SMHI ALSO REPORT S THAT THE REGION OF KI EV, 
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E.O. 12356: ti/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TRGY, PARM, SIi 
SUBJECT: MORE SWEDISH REACTt ON ON SOVIET NUCLEAR AC CtDENT 

REF : STOCKHOLM 3296 

1. VE REPORT BELOW SEVERAL NEIi DEVELOPMENT S ANO SWEDISH 
REACTIOtlS TO TH E CHERNOB YL RE ACTOR ACC IDE NT IN THE 
UKRAI NE. IN COt/TACTING SWED ISH OFF ICIALS AT THE SWEDI SH 
NUCLEAR INSPECTORAT E AtlD ENERGY MIN ISTRY, IIE HAVE BEEN 
REPEIITE DLY ASK ED FOR ANY t NF ORMATI ON \IE COULD SUPPLY ON 
THE BACKGR OU tlO TO THE ACCIDE NT AND SI TUAT I Otl AT 
CHEIIIOBYL. ANY I NF ORMAT ION THE DEP ARTMENT HIGHT HA VE TO 
SHAIE 11 1TH THE SI/EDES, \/H O SEEM VER Y MUCH I N THE DARK, 
1/0Ul D BE APPREC I ATED . 

2. THE S\IE DISH NU CL EAR INSPECTORA TE (SK P H,S C II' l ~MED 
FOR US THAT HE SOVIET EMBASSY UL S OC ~ B.EEN IN 
CO ACT WITH IT FOR ADVJ Oil E .I.N,liU,.Wi ' ~ ACTOR 
FIR£. Tl!E SOVIE T EMBASSY OFFI CE R W,S UNA6LE TO GIVE SK I 
ANY DETAILS ND SKI AUTHORITIES ASS UME THAT IT IS THE 
GRAf ITE MODER AT OR IN THE REACTOR WHI CH IS ON FIRE. TH E 
SWEDES H~VE LI TTLE TECH NI CAl KNOWLE DGE IN TH IS ARE A AND 
RECCIIIIENDED COOLING BY USE OF WATER AND ENCAPSUL A Tl NG 
THE REACTOR CORE. THE SI/EDES ALSO REFERRED THE SOV IETS 
TO 111 1TISH EXPERTS WHO HAO EXPERIENCE WITH A GRAPHITE 
REACTOR FIRE IN THE 19S0' S AT THE I R 1/INOSCALE PLANT. 

I/HER E THE CHERNOBYL REACTOR IS LOCATED, IS EXPERI ENCING 
ONLY LIGHT WI NOS AND THIS WILL TRAN SLATE I NTO HI GHER 
EXPOSURE FOR ITS POPUL ATION. NEWELL 
BT 

BBNF I BENT PJ\L 
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E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: KSCA, TB 10, TNGD, TPHY, TRGY, SENV, SOC I, ECON, 
PREL, PL, US 
SUBJECT: POLI SH REACT I ON TO CHERUOBYL NUCLEAR ACC I DEil 

I. -toffe!Nlfl/'1'1 "1~!!tl4"'111"11Ail"t ._ ENT I RE TEXT . 

2. WES TERN RA DIO BROADCASTS THE EVENING OF AP RIL 28 
INF ORMED POLES OF THE CHERNOBYL' RE ACTOR ACC I DE NT. 
THE APRIL 29 e.,QL I SH HORN I NG DAJ.L I CARRY THE ST ORY 
PROBABLY ==------ S.OVJUS..'., O..\IN LET IN ARR I VE D TOO 
LATE. A ON THE RADIO. 

IT SAID ...,,.__:;..::.=-ea "ll~~Aol..!!: NUCLEAR 
POWER PL F THE NUCLE AR 
RE A SPECIAL 

BE EQ, HEADED BY 
OE ;,;;,;.;;,;;;:.,..;.;;,:.:.~~...,.i.::.~AL EASU.RE E LEVEL 

DATA" TO SOCIETY. THE STATEME NT I/ENT ON TO SAY THAT 
AS RfSULT OF THE ACCIDE NT, "A RADI OACTIVE CLOUD PASSED 
OVER THE NORTHEAST TERRITORIES OF POLAND ON MONDAY AT 
HIGH ALTITUDES" AND THAT MEASUREMENTS CURRENTLY BEING 
CONDUCTED SHOii THAT ' THE LE VEL OF RADIOACTI VI TY DOES 
NOT CREATE A HAZARD TO THE HE ALTH OF THE POPULATION.' 
POLISH RADIO ALSO REPORTED NANES OF MEMBERS OF SZALAJDA' S 
COMMISS ION ; THOSE I/HO ARE KNO \IN O THE EMBA SS Y ARE 
RESPECTED SCIENTISTS . 

3. SCICOUNS HAS BEEN TRYING TO ACQUIRE MORE INFORMA· 
TION AIOUT RADIATION LEVE LS I N POLAND FROM SCIENTIST 
FRIENDS. A CONTACT AT THE INST! TUTE OF NUCLEAR 
CHE111 STRY REFERRED HIM TO THE cnnRAL LABOR AT ORY FOR 
RADIOLOGICAL PROTECT IOtl ICLRP) \III OSE DEPU TY DIRECTOR 
IN TURN REFERRED HIM TO THE NATION AL ATOMIC RE SEAR CH 
AND NUCLEAR ENERGY AGEtJC Y lP A~l , IIHO TOLD HIM THAT NO 
or E THERE IIOUL D DI SCUSS THE M, TTER AT PRE SEtJ T. HE I/AS 
ASSURED TH AT SZALAJD A' S COMMI SSION 1/0ULD REPORT ON 
THE SITUATION IN DUE COURSE. GOP SPOKESMAN URBAN 
STATED IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE THAT THE COMMISSION 
1/0ULD REPORT LATER THIS AFTERNOOIL 

4. EMBASSY NAS NO RADIATION MONITORING EQUIPMENT AND 

HAS BEEN THEREFORE UNABLE TD 11AKE INDEPENDENT 
11EASUREHENTS OF RADIATION LEVELS. CONSEQUENTLY WE ARE 
OBLIGED TO RELY ON WHAT THE POLES TELL US. THE CLRP IS 
CERTAINLY PROPERLY EQUIPPED TO MAME THE REQUIRED 

MEASUREMENTS. THE EXTENT THAT THEY I/ ILL CHOOSE TO 
SHARE THEIR DATA WITH US AND THE PEOPLE OF POLAND IS 
UNCERTAIN. POLAND IS ONLY NOii BUILDING ITS FIRST 
REACTOR. SZALAJDA IS A PRINCIPAL ADVOCATE OF NUCLEAR 
ENERGY AND MAY I/ANT TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ABOUT THE 
LONG-TERM GOP NUCLEAR PROGRAl1 BY DOCTORING THE DATA. 
THE PRESENCE OF RESPECTED SCIENTISTS ON THE COl1NISSION 
Will, HOIIEVER, HELP TO ACHIEVE OBJECTIVITY. 

5. COMMENTS. THE GOP HAS REA b SPEED 
AND VIGOR TO THE CHERNOBYL N ASSI GNl1ENT 
OF A CE PREJ1 1E TO C.HAI T .:;,,,,..._...,_;.;.;..: ARGED 111TH 

THE GOP. THE COMMISSION HAS E§,SENTIALLY PRODUCED A 
NE\IS BLACKOUT; 1'f CONTROLS Tl GHTL Y THE RELEASE OF 
IN ATION ABOUT THE Dll1ENSION OF THIS RADIATION ACCI· 
DENT. THEY ARE PROBABLY RESPONDING TD USSR CONCERNS; 
THE SOVIETS ARE ALSO TRYING TO CONTAIN THE FLOW .OF 
INFORMATION. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF AN ANTI-NUCLEAR 
LOBB Y IN POLAND ; THE GOP DOES NOT NEED ONE TO ADD TO 
ITS 1/0ES. IT HAS ADVERTISED NUCLEAR ENERGY~ THE 
WAY OUT OF THE ENVI RONHENTAL POLLUTION PROBLEN AND 
DOES NOT WANT PUBL IC OUTCRIES AGAINST ITS FLEDGING 
NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM. 

6. THERE 
COU SE) E 

EXPOSURE JO ANY AMOUtl OF AD LA l LON PB OVE BACKGROUND 
LE VEL1'sUNDES I RABLE, ESPECIALLY GI VER N THE 
EXPOSURE TO ENVI RONMENTAL POLLUT ION ~11 ICH IS ALREADY 
THE LOT OF ANYONE LIV I NG IN POL AN D. IN DUE COUR SE, 
I NF OR MAT I ON ON EXPOSURE LEVELS FROM AN INDEPE NDENT SOURCE 
L IK E THE INTERNATI ON AL ATOMIC ENER GY AGENCY, 1/0ULD BE 
RE ASURRING . 

7. WHILE THE POLES HAVE GONE OUT OF THE IR 1/AY TO 
REASSURE THE PUBLIC TH AT EVERYTH ING IS OK, 1/E 
NOTE THAT CERT AIN UNPUBLICIZED PRECAUTIONS ARE BEING 
TAKEN. AT. THE MFA, FOR EXAMf LE, ,AN HBOFF SPOTTED A 
NOTICE ON THE BUL LETIN BOARD THI S MORNING TELLING AL L 
EMB OYEES TO KEEP THITR Nifll1fS CLOSED BECAUSE OF THE 
NUCLEAR ACC IDE - -
D 
BT 
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E.O. 12356: N/A / 
TAGS: OPRC 
SUBJECT: EUR DAIH PRESS GUIDANCE 4/29/86. 

l. THE FOLL0\11 NG PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT ANO CONTINGENCY 
PRESS GUIDANCES \/ERE PREPARED FOR USE BY THE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESPERSON ON APRIL 29, 1986. IN ADDITION TO THE 
.ANNOUNCEMENT, GUIDANCE IN SECTION 3 \/AS USED IN TODAY'S 

BRIEFING. 

2. !PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT) SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

-- ASSISTANT SECRETARY RIOGIIAY MET 111TH SOVIET CHARGE 
SOKOLOV THIS MORNING ANO EXPRESSED, ON BEHALF OF THE 
PRESIDENT, THE UNITED STATES' DEEP REGRET OVER THE 
ACCIDENT AT THE CHERNOBYL ATOMIC ENERGY STATION. \IE 
HOPE CASUALTIES ANO MATERIAL DAMAGE ARE ltlNIMAL. THE 
UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE 
SOVIET UNION HUMANITARIAN ANO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN 
DEALING 111TH THIS ACCIDENT. 

-- THE UNITED STATES IS SEEKING ADDITIONAL INFORnATION 
ON THE ACCIDENT AND REQUESTS THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
COORDINATION AMONG ALL CONCERNED COUNTRIES . \IE HOPE 
THE SOVIET UNION I/Ill PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 

·ACCIDENT IN A TIMELY MANNER. 

3. SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

0: HOii DID THE U.S. GOVERNMENT LEARN ABOUT THE NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT? DID THE SOVIETS INFORM THE GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTLY? 

STATE 1331S2 
A: -- \IE LEARNED Of THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT AT CHE RN03Yl 
FROM THE TASS ANNOUNCEMENT ON MONDAY AFTERNOON. TH: 
SOVIET GOVERllMENT HAS NOT CONTACTED US THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

0: ARE WE TALKING TO THE SOVIETS ABOUT IT? 

A: -- ASSISTANT SECRET ARY RIO GIIAY MET 111TH SOVI ET 
CHARGE SOK DLOV THIS MORNING TO EXPRESS OUR CONCERN ~N O 
TO EXTEND OUR OFFER OF ASS ISTAtlCE. \IE ALS O HOPE THE 
SOVIET UNION \/Ill PR OVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
ACCIDENT IN A TIMELY MANIIER. 

Q: \/HAT KIND OF ASSISTANCE .HAVE \IE OFFERED THE SOVIET 

UN I ON? 

A: -- ASS I STANT SECRETARY II OG\IAY MET TH IS MORlll NG 
111TH SOVIET CHARGE SOKOLOV ANO EXP RESSED, ON BE HALF OF 
THE PRESIDENT, THE UNITED STATES ' DEEP REGRET OVER THE 

ACCIDENT . 

-- II[ I HD I CA TEO TO THE sovms THAT \IE ARE PREPARED TO 
HAKE AVAILABLE TO THEM HUMIIITARIAN AND TECHNICAL 

ASS I STANCE. 

0: I/HAT IS THE DEPARTMENf DOING TO NOTIFY AMERICAN 
CITIZENS IN THE SOVIET UNllll ABOUT THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT? 

A: -- OUR EMBASSY IN MOSCCIII IS IN CONTACT 111TH 
REGISTERED AMERICAN CITIZEIS KNOWN TO BE IN THE 
AFFECTED AREA. THE PR I MARY AESPONS I BI l lTY FOR 
NOTIFYING RESIDENTS OF ' POTtlTIAL DANGER ANO FOR TAKING 
STEPS TO SAFEGUARD THE PUil iC OBVIOUSLY l I ES Ill TH THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES. \IE ARE IN CONTACT 111TH THE SOVIETS 

ON THE SAFETY OF OUR CITIZ£1S. 

0: ARE THERE ANY AMERICANS IN THE AREA OF THE ACCIDENT? 

A: -- \IE DO NOT HAVE AN ACCURATE ESTI HATE Of THE 
NUMBER OF AMERICANS \/HO nu IE IN THE AREA AFFECTED 8Y 
THE ACCIDENT AND ARE IN COITACT 111TH INTOURIST, THE 
SOVIET TRAVEL AGENCY, ABDIIT AMERICAN TOURISTS WHO MAY 
BE AFFECTED. 

-- (FYI) THE LATEST AVAILAllE POST ESTIMATE, 1984, 
INDICATES ONLY 367 AMERICAIS RESIDING IN All THE SOVIET 

UNION. 

4. USSR: EX-DEFECTOR TUIWIOV 

Q: 00 YOU HAVE ANY COMMEIT ON ALLEGATIONS BY 
EX-DEFECTOR OLEG TUMANOV TIAT RADIO LIBERTY AND RADIO 
FREE EUROPE ARE CONTROL ED IY THE CI A? 

A: -- MR. TUHANOV' S ALLEGAUONS ARE WITHOUT 
FOUNDATION. 

- - HIS APPEARANCE IN MOSCOU YESTERDAY \/AS A BLATANT 
PROPAGANDA EXER~ I SE. HIS COt!MENTS I/ERE UTTER RUBS I SH. 

Q: .DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMEIT ON TUMANOV' S I NS I NUAT IONS 
THAT U.S. JOURNALISTS IN IIOSCO\I WORK FOR RADIO LIBERTY 
AND HIS ALLEGATIONS THAT TIEY USE RADIO LIBERTY 
RESEARCH SERVICES? 

A: -- HIS I NS I NUAT IONS TIAT U. S. CORRESPONDENTS IN 
MOSCO\/ WORK FOR RADIO l I BEITY OR ANY OTHER U.S. 
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION Aaf ALSO 1/ITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

-- MANY SCHOLARS USE RAIIO LIBERTY'S EXCELLENT 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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RESEARCH SERVICE. THERE IS NOTHING IMPROPER ABOUT IT . 

5. ROMAN I A: DEFECTOR BE I NG _HANDED BACK? 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTIII NG ON ROMAN I AN DEFEC_TOR NI COL AE 
HOROOINC A, I/HO IS REPORTEDLY GOI NG TO THE ROMANIAN 

EMBASSY TO REDEFECT TO ROMAN IA? 

A: · · THE DEPARTMENT IS Al/ARE OF THE SITUATION OF MR. 
HOROD INCA, A SECRE TARY OF THE ROMAN I AN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON I/HO WAS GRAN TED ASY LUM IN TH E U.S. SIX YEARS 
AGO. WEUUNDERST ANO THAT MR . HORODI NCA HAS FOR SOME 
TIME BEEN .DISSATISFIEO 111 TH HIS MATE RIAL SITUATION 
HERE; HIS FAMILY HAS RETURNED VOLUN TARI LY TO ROMANIA. 

•• MR. HORDINCA IS NOT BEING " HANDED BACK " . SHOULD MR . 
HOROINCA VISIT THE ROMANIAN EMBASSY, HE Will CLE AR LY BE 
DOING SO OF HIS 01/N FREE WILL, ANO IN FULL AWARENESS OF 
ANY POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES. HE HAS BEEN GRANTED ASYLUM 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND IS FREE TO REMAIN HERE AS LONG 

AS HE WI SHES. 

6. USSR: VISA DENIALS FOR SOVIET AUTO WORKERS 

Q: WHY 010 THE DEPARTMENT DENY VISAS TO A GROUP OF 
SOVIET AUTO WORKERS PLANNING TO VISIT THE U. S. AS 

TOURISTS? 

A: ·· THE 22 AUTO WORKERS ARE COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERS 
ANO REPRESENTATIVES OF OFFICIAL SOVIET LABOR 
ORGANIZATIONS. THEY ARE INELIGIBLE FOR VISAS UNDER 
SECTION 212 (A) (28) OF THE IMMIGRATION ANO NAT I ONAL I TY 
ACT OF 1952 (I NAI. THE DEPARTMENT DECLINED TO SEEK 
TEIIPORARY WAIVERS OF I NEL I GI Bl ITY IN TH IS CASE. DUE TO 
THE LACK OF RECIPROCITY BY THE USSR IN ALLOWING U. S. 
LABOR REPRESENTATIVES TO FREELY MEET IN THE SOVIET 
UNION WITH SOVIET WORKERS, THE DEPARTMENT REGULARLY 
DECLINES TO SEEK WAIVERS FOR SOVIET LABOR 
REPRESENTAT I YES. 

·- UNDER THE SOVIET SYSTEM, THE LABOR ORGANIZATIONS ARE 
NOT INDEPENDENT, BUT RATHER O~FICIAL ORGANS OF THE 
STATE. WHEN THEIR REPRESENTATIVES SEEK TO COME TO THE 
UNITED STATES, THEY 00 SO AS OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, NOT AS LEADERS OF INDEPENDENT 

LABOR UN IONS. 

Q: UNDER THE MCGOVERN AMENDMENT, ISN'T IT MANDATORY 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENT WA IVERS FOR APPLICANTS 
INELIGIBLE SOLELY DUE TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY? 

A: -- NO. IN 1979, CONGRESS AMENDED THE MCGOVERN 
AMENDMENT ITSELF TO REMOVE FROM ITS PURVIEW TRADE UNION 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM TOTALITARIAN COUNTRIES. 

7. FRANCE: MITTERRAND COMMENTS ON TERRORISM 

Q: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON PRESIDENT MITTERRAND ' S RECENT 
INTERVIEW CARRIED IN A JAPANESE NEWSPAPER SAYING THAT 
FRANCE IS READY TO UNDERTAKE JOINT ACTION AGA I NST 
TERRORISTS 111TH OTHER WESTERN NATIONS? 

A: WE WELCOME FRENCH INTEREST IN COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 
AGAINST TERRORISM. THE PRESIDENT IS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
DETAILED DISCUSSIONS OF COOPERATIVE MEASURES AGA INST 
TERRORISM WITH THE FRENCH ANO WITH OTHER ALLIES IN 
TOKYO NEXT WEEK. 

9. FRANCE: LE MONOE STORY ON OVERFLIGHTS 

8396 EUR3889 STATE 1338S2 

Q: WOULD YOU COMMENT ON THE DETA ILED LE MONDE ACC OUNT 
OF THE EVENTS LEADI NG UP TO THE FRENCH REJEC TION OF 
OVERFLI GHT FOR THE F· I I IS, PART I CULARLY TH E COtlMENT 
THAT PRES IDENT REAGAN HAD TRI ED TO INVOLVE FR AIICE IN i\N 

"ANTI-LIBYAN" OPERA TION AS EAR LY AS FE BRU ARY 25? 

A: ·· IT IS OUR PRA CTICE NOT TO COMMEN T PUBL ICLY ON 

THOSE DIPLOMATIC EXCH ANGES. 

IS. TURKEY: LI BYAN DI PL OMA TS 

Q: DID \IE ASK TURK EY TO EXPELL THE l l BYAN AM BASSAD OR, 
MOHAMHEO ABDUL MALIK? 

A: · · WE HAVE RA I SEO WITH THE TURK I SH AND OTHE R 
GOVERNMENT S OUR CONC ERN S ABOUT TH E ACT IVITI ES OF THE 
LIBYAN PEOPLE S BUREAU AND URGED THEM TO TAKE 
APPROPR IATE AC TI ONS . WE ARE NOT GOI NG TO GET INTO 
SPECIFICS ON t'NDIVI DUAL SITUATIONS. 

Q: IS IT TRUE THAT MR . ABDULHALIK WAS DECLARED PER 
SONA NON GRATA FR OM THE UNITED STATES IN 1989 FOR 
ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN A CAMPA I GN AGAINST 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT LIBYANS HERE? 

A: -- YES. 

11 . KIEV/NEW YORK CONSULATE EXCHANGE (TAKEN QUESTION) 

Q: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE U. S. CONSULATE 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN KIEV? WHAT IS THE TARGET DATE 
FOR COMPLETION? 

A: -- CONSTRUCTION or THE KIEV CONSULATE HAS NOT BEGUN. 

Q: WHAT ARE THE PLANS FOR THE ADVANCE TEAM? 

A: -- WE ARE DI SC USS I NG WITH THE SOVIETS QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO THE EXCHANGE OF ADVANCE TEAMS . WE HOPE TO 
BE ABLE TO EXCHANGE ADVANCE TEAMS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
HOWEVER, WE CLEARLY Will NOT SEND ANY PERSONNEL TO KIEV 
UNTIL WE ARE SATISFIED THERE IS NO DANGER TO THEIR 
HEAL'TH AS A RESULT OF THE RECENT NUCLEAR ACCIDENT. 

WHITEHEAD 
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INFORII CONSULS, FOR PAOS, PASS TO NSC FOR HINCKLEY 

E. O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: OPRC 
SUBJECT: EUR DAI l Y PRESS GU I DANCE 4/28/86, 

1. THE FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCES \/ERE 
PREPARED FOR USE BY THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESPERSON ON 
APRIL 21, 1986. GUIDANCES IN SECTIONS 2, 3, AND 4 \/ERE 

USED IN TODAY'S BRIEFING. 

2. USSR: JACKSON-YANIK AMENDMENT 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON TODAY'S (APRIL 281 
WASHINGTON TINES ARTICLE 1/HICH STATES THAT SENATOR DOLE 
HAS CALLED FOR LIFTING THE JACKSON-YANIK TRADE AND 

CREDIT RESTRICT 10NS AGAINST THE SOVIET UN I ON? 

A: -· NOTH I NG SPECIFIC ON SENATOR DOLE'S REMARKS. 

• ENCOURAGING FREER EMIGRATION AND RESPECT FOR HUNAN 
RIGHTS HAS BEEN A VERY HIGH PRIORITY FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION IN OUR DEALING 111TH THE SOVIET UNION ANO 
ITS ALLIES. THE JACKSON-YANIK A11ENDl1ENT, WHICH TIES 
FREE EMIGRATION TO THE EXTENSION OF MOST FAVORED NATION 

OIFNI TARIFF TREATMENT, HAS THE SAHE LAUDABLE GOAL. 

•• \IE HAVE CONSISTENTLY POINTED OUT THE TIE BETWEEN 
FREE EMIGRATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NORMAL 
TRADING RELATIONSHIP. \/HILE THE SOVIETS HAVE PUBLICLY 
AND FORIIALLY REJECTED SUCH A RELATIONSHIP, IN THE 
1971S, THEY SUBSTANTIALLY I NCREASEO THE RATE OF 
EMIGRATION IN THE HOPE OF OBTAINING 11FN. HOIIEVER, 
SINCE 1979 THE LEVEL OF EMIGRATION HAS DECLINED SHARPLY 

CIAE-99 

PIHS 

FRON OVER se,sss A YEAR TO ABOUT 1,148 IN 1985. 

-- 1/E 1/ELCOME A DIALOGUE 111TH THE CONGRE SS AND AMONG 

INTERESTED PRIVATE SECTOR GROUPS ON POSS I Bl E 1/AYS OF 
ENCOURAGING INCREASED FREEDOM OF EMIGRATION AND 
IMPROVING HUMAN RIGH TS PERFORMANCE BY 1/ARSAII PACT 
COUNTRIES , Al l OF \/HOM ARE SI GNAT OR I ES TO THE HEL SINKI 

ACCORDS . 

3. USIA JOURNALIST EXCLUDED FROM SOVIET EMBASSY PRESS 

BRIEF I NG 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE I NC I DENT IN 1/H I CH A 
USIA CORRE i PONDENT I/AS EXCLUDED FROM A SOVIET EMBASSY 

PRESS BRIEFING TODAY? 

A: ··EARLIER TODAY 11£ UNDERSTAND THE SOVIET EMBASSY 
EXCLUDED A USIA CORRESPONDENT FROM A PRESS BRIEFING AT 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY ON GROUNDS THAT THE USIA 
CORRESPONDENT \/AS THE REPRESENT AT I VE OF AN OFF ICI AL 
ORGANIZATION. \IE 00 NOT ACCEPT THE PROPRIETY OF TH IS 
SOVIET ACTION. THE USIA CORRESPONDENT EXCLUDED \/AS A 

LEGITIMATE JOURNALIST. 11£ 00 NOT EXCLUDE SOVIET 
JOURNALISTS FROM PRESS BRIEFINGS FOR FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS HELD AT THE U. S. EMBASSY IN MOSCO\/. IN ANY 

CASE, THE SOVIET ACTION IS EXTREMELY QUESTIONABLE 
CONING FROM A NATION IIHICH HAS NOTHING BUT OFFICIAL 

NEWS ORGANIZATIONS. 

,. u.s.-u.K. EXTRADITION TREATY 

Q: \/HAT IS THE ADMINISTRATION'S REACTION TO PRINE 

"INISTER THATCHER'S CRITICISM OF THE DELAY IN 
RATIFICATION OF THE U.S. ·U. K. SUPPLE"ENTARY EXTRADITION 

TREATY? 

A: •• THE ADIIINISTRATION UNDERSTANDS AND SHARES PRIME 
MINISTER THATCHER'S CONCERN. \IE ARE PUSHING HARD FOR 
RATIFICATION OF TH IS IMPORTANT ANT I TERROR I ST MEASURE. 
THIS NEIi TREATY HAKES CLEAR THAT ACTS OF TERRORIST 

VIOLENCE \/ILL NO LONGER BE EXCUSED OR CONDONED AS 
"POL ITICAll Y MOTIVATED.• THE TREATY HAS BEEN BEFORE 
THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE SINCE AUGUST 
1985 AND THE A011INISTRATION CONTINUES TO PRESS FOR 
FAVORABLE ACTION BOTH THERE ANO ON THE SENATE FLOOR . 
BRITAIN HAS RECENTLY DEMONSTRATED ITS 1/ILLINGNESS TO 
TAKE COURAGEOUS ACTION ON AN ISSUE INVOLVING TERRORISM 
OF PR I MARY CONCERN TO US. THE BR IT I SH GOVERNMENT, AS 
PRINE MINISTER THATCHER'S COMMENTS INDICATE, REGARDS 
THE TREATY AS A CRUC I Al 1/EAPON IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
TERRORISII IN THE U. K. THE ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES THE 
SENATE SHOULD SWIFTLY RATIFY THE TREATY, DEMONSTRATING 
OUR Ill LL I NG NESS TO SUPPORT THE BRIT I SH ON AN ISSUE OF 

TERRORISM OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE TO THEN. 

5. AUSTRIA: \IALDHEll1 CASE 

Q: ARE JUSTICE'S "1/ATCH LIST" AND STATE'S LOOKOUT LIST 
AL WAYS THE SAHE? 

A: •• NO. THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S AUTOMATED VISA 
LOOKOUT SYSTEM (AVLOSI PERTAINS TO VISA ISSUANCE AND 
INCLUDES THE NANES OF ALL ALIENS FOUND INELIGIBLE FOR 
U.S. VISAS. IIHILE STATE'S SYSTEM INCLUDES ALIENS FOUND 
OR SUSPECTED TO BE INELIGIBLE FOR VISAS UNDER ONE OF 
THE 33 STATUTORY CATEGORIES LISTED IN THE I11MIGRATION 
AND NATIONALITY ACT IINA), THE LARGE MAJORITY OF AVLOS 
ENTRIES ARE ALIEN VISITOR VISA APPLICANTS \/HO COULD NOT 
OVERC011£ THE STATUTORY PRESUMPTION THAT THEY \/ERE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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INTENDING IMMIGRANTS. THE INS "1/ATCH LIST" PERTAINS TO 
ALIENS \/HO HAY BE EXCLUDABLE FROM ENTRY INTO THE U. S. 
(FA VISA ENTITLES THE BEARER TO APPLY TO AN INS OFFICER 

FOR ENTRY AT A U.S. BORDER PO I NT . I 

Q: WOULD WALDHEIM'S NAME AUTOMATICALLY GO IN THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT LIST IF JUSTICE PUTS IT IN THE "IIATCH LIST"? 

A: -- INS SHARES INFORMATION FROM ITS LIST 111TH THE 
DEPARTMENT . HOIIEVE R, HAVING A NAME IN AVLOS DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY MEAN THAT AN INDIVIDUAL 1/DUL O ULTAMATELY BE 
FOUND INELIGIBLS FOR A VISA. A POTENTIALLY INELIGI BLE 
Al IEN WOULD HAVE TO BE INTERVI E\IEO BY A CON SULAR 
OFFICER ANO !IN SOME CASES, DEPENDING ON THE CATEGORY 
OF INELIGIBILITYI AN ADVISORY OPINION SOUGHT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT BEFORE A FORMAL DETERMINATI ON OF 
I NEL I GIB IL I TY COULD BE HADE. 

Q: DO HEADS OF STATE GET VI SAS? ARE THEY SUBJECT TO 
THE LOOKOUT AND "WATCH LISTS"? 

A: - ANY ALIEN EXCEPT A CANADIAN CITIZEN IS SUBJECT 
TO THE VISA REQUIREIIENT. UNDER SECTION 192 OF THE 
(!_NA), RECIPIENTS OF A-1 VISAS -- IN THIS CATEGORY -­

HEADS OF STATE ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE INELIGIBILITY 
PROVISIONS OF THE ACT !EXCEPT SECTION 212 (A) (271. 

Q: I/HAT )S THE NATURE OF THE PROCESS BETIIEEN JUSTICE 

AND STATE? 

A: -- THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
HAVE JOINT STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY TO ENFORCE AND 
ADMINISTER THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT . EITHER 
HAY IIAKE A DETERMINATION OF INELIGIBILITY. THERE IS NO 
REQUIREIIENT FOR CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE DEPARTIIENT OF 
JUSTICE AND THE OEPARTIIENT OF STATE. 

Q: HOW DOES THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE INVESTIGATION 
LEAD TO A WATCH LIST? 

A: -- YOU I/ILL HAVE TO CONSULT JUSTICE FOR THAT. 

Q: HOii DOES A STATE DEPARTIIENT INVESTIGATION LEAD TO A 
LOOKOUT LI ST? 

A: -- \/HEN THE SECRETARY, THROUGH THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR CONSULAR AFFAIRS, HAKES A DETERMINATION 
OF INELIGIBILITY UNDER 212 (Al (33) OF THE INA, THE 
NAME OF THE INELIGIBLE PERSON IS PLACED ON THE 
DEPARTMENT'S " AUTOMATED VISA LOOKOUT SYSTEM" OR AVLOS. 
THIS LIST IS CONSULTED BY CONSULAR OFFICERS IIIIEN 
REVIEWING VISA APPLICATIONS. 

Q: I/HERE ARE \IE ON THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S 
I NVESTI GATI ON? 

A: -- 1/E ARE IN THE PROCESS OF ANALVZING THE MATERIALS 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE . 

Q: ARE \IE DRAGG I NG OUR FEET UNTIL AFTER THE AUSTRIAN 

ELECTIONS? 

A: -- NO. 1/E ARE PROCEED I NG Ill TH DUE DILIGENCE. 

6. AFGHAN I STAN: BABRAK KARHAL 

Q: CAN YOU COIIMENT ON THE INTERNAL POL IT I CAL SITUATION 
IN KABUL 7 \/HERE IS BAB RAK KARl1Al? IS HE LIKELY TO IE 
REPLACED IN THE NEAR FUTURE? 

S489 EUR2498 STATE 133841 
A: -- KARIIAL APPEARS TO BE STILL IN THE SOVIET UNl,N, 
Al THOUGH HIS VISIT I/AS NEVER FORMAL LY ANNOUNCED . HIS 
LONG STAY THERE HAStFUELED RUMOR S ABOUT HIS HEALTH ~NO 
ABOUT SOVIET DISSATISFACTION WITH HIS INABILITY TO 

11ANAGE AFGHAN AFFAIRS. 

-- KARMAL'S ABSENCE FROM FESTIVITIES IN KA BUL "ARKl~G 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1971 COMMUNIST COUP ADOS TO IHE 
ONGOING SPECULATION ABOUT HIS PO SSI BLE REPLACEt1ENT . 

-- THE SOVIET PROBLEM CONTINUES TO BE FINDING A 
EPLACEHENT I/HO 1/0ULD HAVE ANY HORE SUCCESS THAN 
KARIIAL IN RALLYING SUPPORT FOR A GOVERNMENT MA I NTAl~EO 

BY THE SOVIET ARIIY. 

7. TURKEY : LIBYAN CONNECTION? 

Q: A TURKISH PROSECUTOR 1$ QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 
LIBYAN PEOPLES BUREAU PERSONNEL SUPPLIED HANO GRENA)ES 
TO THE Tl/0 LIBYANS ARRESTED APRIL 18 FOR TRYING TO BOMB 
THE U.S. OFF ICERS CLUB AT ANKARA. 00 WE HAVE ANY 
CONF I RIIAT I ON OR COl111ENT? 

A: WE ARE Al/ARE OF THE REPORTS ANO ARE IN CONTACT WI TH 
TURKISH OFFICIALS 11110 ARE CONDUCTING THE 
INVESTIGATION. WE DO NOT IAVE INDEPENDENT 
CONFIRMATION. WHITEHEAD 
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SUBJEC T. REPORTING ON SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: SWEDEN 

REF.: fA) STATE 132741, (-B) STOCKHOLM 3296, 
(C) STOCKHOLM 3311 

L (\- ENTIRE TEXT) 

2.-· EMBASSY HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH HARD-PRESSED OFFICIALS 
AT THE SWED I SH RAD I AT I ON PRO TE CT I ON I NS T I TUT E ( S S I ) T 0 
OfTAI N INIT IAL ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS POSED IN REFTLL A 

-CONF I BENT I At-
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ON THE SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT. THESE SUPPLEMENT EMBASSY 
COMMENTS IN REFTELS B AND C. WE WILL FOLLOW UP SHORTLY 
WITH A MORE DETAILED REPLY. 

3. SOURCE/NATURE OF THE ACCIDENT. THE SWEDES HAVE NO 
INFORMATION ON THE B CKGROUND TO THE ACCIDENT BUT HAVE 
CONCLUDED FROM THEIR OWN ANALYSIS OF DEBRIS AND EMISSIONS 
THAT . A CORE MELT DOWN OF THE REACTOR HAS OCCURRED. 

4. INJURIES AND DAMAGE RESULTING. THE SWEDES HAVE NO 
INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION IN OR AROUND THE CHERNOBYL 
SITE IN THE SOVIET UNION. RADIATION LEVELS RECORDED IN 
SWEDEN ARE HIGHER THAN NORMAL BUT NOT AT A DANGEROUS 
LEVEL. THE AVERAGE LEVELS ARE 2 TO 3 TIMEr NORMAL BACK-
GROUND RADIATION. IN SO~E PLACES OF HEAVY RAINFALL (I. L, 
WE STE RN AND NO R THE RN S WE DE N) I T I S UP T O 1 0 TO 1 5 T I ME S 
THE . NORM AL BACK GROUND L E VE L. S S I I S TE L L I NG THE S WE D I SH 
PUBLIC THAT RADIATION LEVELS HAVE SHOWN NO INCREASE SINCE 
EARLY ON APRIL 29 AND THAT NO SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS ARE 
NECESS ARY. 

c,.. 

5. NATURE OF THE RADIATION . THE INCREASED RADIATION IS 
COMING FROM AIR BORNE . MATERIA LS OF A TYPICAL FI SSIONABLE 
NATURE. THESE INCLUDE IODINE 131, LITHIUM 140, RUTHENIUM 
11J3 , IODINE 132 AND 133, CESSIUM 137, NEPTUNIUM 239, 
TEC HNE TIU M 99 M, CERIUM 140 , TELE RI UM 132. 

6. MO NITORING EQUIPMENT. SWEDISH AUTHORITIES ARE 
RELYING ON 29 IONIZATION CHAMBERS SITUATED IN LOCATIONS 
ALL OVER SWEDEN. THEY PROVIDE FOR CONTINUOUS MONITORING 
OF BACKGROUND RADIATION . NEWELL 
BT 
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Th• followln9 polnta were uaed 1n the noon prea■ briefing today 
in reapon•• to pr••• i .. •lrl••• 

-- ~••tatant lecretarJ ald9way ••t with soviet Charge Sokolov 
thia aornln9 and e1preee .. , on behalf of th• Preaident, the 
United ltatea• deep , .. ret o••r the accident at the Chernobyl 
Atoalc 1ner9y ltatloa ... bope caaualti•• and ••terlal daaage 
are alnl■al. The Onlt .. ltat•• .la prepared to aake available 
to th• lo•l•t Unloa b-altartan and technical assistance in 
dealing vlth thle aoot ... t • 

.. learned of tbe aucrlear accident at Chernobyl from the 
Ta•• announce .. nt on lloll4aJ afternoon. The Soviet Govern■ent 
h•• not contacted ua t,ro•tb diplo■atlc channela. 

--W• do not have an aocurat• ••ti••t• of the number of 
AMrlcana vho aar be la tbe area affected by the accident and 
are in contact wltb Jnto•rtat, the Soviet travel agency, about 
AMrlcan touriata wa.o •r M affected. 

•-Our lllba••r ln IIO■cow la ln contact with cegiatered Aaerican 
citl•••• -"°"" to be la t;lle affected area. Th• prl ■ary . 
ceapaaalblllty for aotlft-lat reeldent• of potential dAn9er and for takl•t atepa to ••l•-•r• tbe publlc obvloualy 11•• with 
th• lowlet authorltl•• • •r• ln contact with the Sovleta on 
the ••f•tr of our eltl-. 
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SUIJ[(Tt PR[Sil[NTIAL ncss,,, ON R(l(TO~ A(CID[NT 

1° S~ET CNTIRC T[lT. 

( 2. ASST. sec RID,wAY MILL JELIV[R POI~TS AT PARA 3 BELOW 
TO SOVICT CMA1t,t SOKOLOY TU[StAY ftORNING. t"BASSY SHOUL» 
seer uw,cNT a,PoINTft[IT ,, NJIKST AYAILABL[ L[V[L o, MfA 

( TO ttLIY[R PARALLCL t[ft~ICNC UIII' SAftt POINTS. POINTS 
SHOULt IC l[LtV[R[I AS Al ORAL fttss,,c rRo" TH£ PRESIDENT 
TO ,oR8ACH[Y. YOU SHOULI l[AVE PAPCR INCORPORATING 

' POINTS ,O1t TM[ lt[COltt. YtU SMtULI ftAKC THC TWO POINTS AT 
PARA - S[PARAT[LY ,Rtft TN[ 'Rtlll[NT•s ftESSAG[. 

f 3. BEGIN TCIT o, PRCSit[IT•S tlAL fttSSlG(: 

Wt WISH TO CXPR(SS OUR ttE, Rt,~ET OVE~ TH[ ACCIDENT 
AT TH[ (H[-NOIYL &TOftIC c-cR,Y STATION. W( HOP[ 
(&SUALTI[S ANt "lT[Rl4l IAftA,C ARC "l~I"&L. 

TM[ PR[SlDCNT HAS lllCCT[t ft[ TO ASSURE YOU THAT TH[ 
UNITE» STlTCS IS PR[PAR[I TO ftlK[ AYAILABLC TO TH[ SOVIET 
UNION HUftANlTAiI•- ANt T[CNNlCAL ASSISTA~C( IN DEALING 

RLR 
ftRP 
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we ,1tt- kt.P•"r~t...-fc,tfvN~k~1,TEt-¥ tTt-N •~v•NEE 
P:t::&H~IN6 iNt iSS[SSJI.E-tt-f PARTY o, SCltNTISTS, 11TA 
e-•a!PiiENT,. fltO" OUR NUCL[Alt [ft[ltGCNCY St.ARCH T[A" {NEST> 
w~o (AH ASSIST IN DCT[lt"ININ, ANt SUSS[QU[NTLY 
COO~DI"ATING THC BCST US[ o, TM[ lt[SOURCtS FROM TH( 
U"IT[I ST&T[S ~UCl(AR SA,[TY ANt [NYIRON"CNTAL PROT[CTION 
PftOG"Ar,s. 

TH(SC JCSOURCES CAN ALSO 8[ "A,t AVAILABLE AND 
I~CLUDC TH[ ,oLLOVING c,,,11LITI[Sl 

J.. ATP10SPH(IUC RCLC&S[ AIVlSOttY CAPABILITY {ARAC} WHICH c,_ PREtICT ltAtIO&CTIV[ UTIIIAL IISPtltSION BASED ON 
GtO,RAPHY. WC&TM[R, &NI TM[ WAltOACTlV[ "ATERIALS 
9'CLCIS[t. 

2 ■ · &[RIAL ft[ASURING SYST[ft <AftS), A H[LICOPTt~-BORN[ 
RADJOLO,JCAL ft[ASUREftCNT SVST[ft WHICH CAN "AP TH£ ACTUAL 
SP~CAD o, RAtIOACTIVC COITA"INATJON. 

3. RltlOLO,ICAL ASSISTAIC[ TIMS INCLUDING H[ALTH 
PHYSICISTS ANt COUIP"tNT TO ft[ASURC RltlOACTIVE 
CONTA"INATION IN ¥ATER. AIR, ANt SOIL. ALSO, TECHNICAL 
&SSJSTANC[ IN &SSCSSING TM[ CIYIRON"CNTAL [FF[CTS OF TH[ 
RAtJOACTIVC "ATCRIALS R[L[AS[). 

~. "CIICAL PERSONNEL ClPCRI[NC[I I~ TH£ DIAGNOSIS AN» 
TR[&T"[NT o, RAtI&TION [XPOSUR[ IN PEOPLE. 

S. TCCHNICAL [lP[RTJS[ ANt ASSISTA~CE IN RA»IOLOGICAL 
DCCONTA"lNATION, RCCO~EIY ,111 A NUClt&R REACTOR 
ACCIDENT. ANI "INI"lltN, CIYllt ... [ITAL tF,tCTS. 

OU TEXT. 

~- ec,1N T[XT o, AtllTlOIAL POINTS. 

-- Vt &RE o, (OURS[ CONC[IKI AIOUT THE LEVrLs 0~ 
R&JJATION RCL[ASCI AS A lllUlT OP TH[ ACCIDlNT. PR[SS 
REPORTS INIICATt MI,MCR TMAI ltltlAl ••tIATION LEVELS AS 
'AR NOITM AS 'INLAND. 

-- SlNCC RAIIOLO,ICAL )AftA'[ 01 ACCiltNT ASSESSMENT 
Issues VITM INTERNATIONAL lftPLlCATIONS ftAY R[SULT, WE 
WOULI APPl[CIAT[ ANY AttlTJtNAL t[TAILS YOU CAN PROVIDE 
ON TM[ CMCRNOIYL ACCitCIT. 
yy 
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R&JIICT, coer,1aal!a et .. partaent ActJvtti•• ••1•rding 
eo•l•t ...i .. , anl••nt 

1n or••r to •-r• eeor•lnatlon of all oepart••nt 
actl•ltl•• 1e,are&a1 IN...,,., auclear accident at Chernobyl, 
an inforaal vo1kl91 ,,.., ,aa been e1tabli1hed under tbe 
dtrectlOft of Olll aaa ataat Secretary N•9roponte. ■• will be 
cloaely aupport .. ., .-eaaatlor 1ennedy and th• ataff of S/D 
and by A•alataat aeeretarr al49vay of EUR. 

Sffectl•• 1-..1a,e~ Uf actlvltl•• or written product• 
oonoer•lat tN CNr__,I _, .. nt abou14 be coordinated and • 
clear .. wltla 111 • .,_ •• ... , ... boH phone (703) 57J•065S: 
eat. ,,,u la cal ... •• •rk farrl1, hoae phone (703) 
.. ,., ... , •• ,. ,1,11 ,. .... 

-. 

fo.#1 .. ~ 
Nicbolaa Platt 

saecutt•• secretarr 

• 
• 



The President Of blts uu:tt&J &•abea offers the scientific and 
technical capabilities of the Department ot Energy, through its 
National Laboratories and industrial contractors, to the soviet 
Union to assist efforts to J:nss0 tU f:t:Nl the ••• 1 rt d nuclear 
rea~ a::,nt at Chernobyl:-S,, • ~ '-Jv.l. u>t'-1-l 
We~•• prap•••• ~o immediately dnpl•y~an aliwaRee pe•nniR9 rnd 
aeaa1111mell't: party of scientists., u,th aqaip-1.c.., from our Nuclear 
Emergency Search Team (NEST) who can assist in determining and 
subsequently coordinating the best use ot the resources from 
the United States' nuclear safety and environmental protection 
programs. These resources could also be made immediately 
available and include the following capabilities. 

1. Atomospheric Release Advisory Capability (ARAC) which 
can predict radioactive material dispersion based on 
geography, weather, and the radioactive materials 
released. 

2. Aerial Measuring System (AMS), a helicopter-borne 
radiological measurement system which can map .the actual 
spread of radioactive contamination. 

3. Radiological assistance teams including health 
physicists and equipment to measure radioactive 
contamination in water, air, and soil. Also, technical 
assistance in assessing the environmental effects of the 
radioactive materials released. 

4. Medical personnel experienced in the diagnosis and 
treatment of radiation exposure in people. 

5. Technical expertise and assistance in radiological 
decontamination, recovery from a nuclear reactor 
accident, and minimizing environmental effects. 
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I 
SPOT COM."!EN'!'ARYj: Soviet Nuclear Accident 

DAMAGE ~SSESSME~T: .The Soviet nuclear accident announced by 
Mose-ow yesterda possibly occurr•d 

the Chernoby Power . . 
extens ve ama9, 1n icating a larg-e t%ploaion occurred in the i 
hall of the fou h reactor bull5ing. The even.t probably was • i 
initiated by so$1e kind of los's-of-coolant•accident, vhich cause6l 
f~el fflting. ,e believe that the a11ociated high temperatures 
produced hydrog♦n and methane which caused the exploaioQ. 

,I.,"' • • 

~ . .;, ' 

fire w be a major 
restuers and plant personne trying to contain 
rel~ase. The fire will continue to ap;ead 

radioactive fallout as long as it burns. Firefighting efforts 
will b~ extremely diffic~lt, ~owever, aince the radiation .level 
in the reactor tjall certainly is above lethal levels, A further 
concern is the possibility that water used to extinguish the fire 
coul~ cause another nuclear reaction. 

' . . 
i ; ·· . 

Principal ~amage fro~ the releases will be caused by 

Sovi~ts could expected to divert milk 1upplie1, since 
radioactive ios:·1ne, which concentrate• in the thyroid. The 

radioiodin~ con ntrate& heavily in dairy products. Other major 
he•lth thr~ats ~e direct damage to lun9a and contaaination of 
vat•r s~pplies, specially since the reaet9r is located near the 
main reservoir r the city of iiev. 

reports that tht region where the 
acci ent occurre is experi~ncing only light winds, exposing the 
population there! to greater r adio~ct i vi ty • . 
SOVIET AND EAST ~~ROPEAN R!:ACTION: Th, Soviet• delayed adJlission. 
of th~ disaster and continue to minimiz~ domestic aedia coYerage, 

I • 

vith no local an~ouncement that the g~vernaent h•s ••t•bliahed a 
COIIJlission to inv~stigate the ~isaster. Media management of the 
•ccident appears! to~ a critica! test of Gorbachev•• y•ar-long 
push for op~nn~s~ and publicity. 
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So far we have heard only fr om Poland &nd Hungary of 
~scoi.;'s ¥1 .. H s a i.• Pact allies. Polish r adi o has adm itted th a t a 
r adioactive cl 0 ud passed over Poland ''at a great height,'' but 
Warsaw apparent!y is seeking to minimize any possible h~alth 
concerns. Nevertheless, the government has established a special 
commission to t .racl.; the effects and has set up two hundred 
additional moni itor ing stations. Hungarian radio has indicated 
only that th-ere l we-re injuries during the disaster and has 
admitted that Kjiev • s water supply possibly w&s affected. 

I 
The Cherno~;! disaster already has put Mosco~ on the 

defensive regar~ing its advocacy of civilian nuclear power 
programs, and Moscow is seeking to de!l&ct criticism ot its . 
reactor program by unfavorable compari,ons to nuclear accidtnta 
in the West. Te Soviets are also trying to 9ain & propaganda , 
advantage by st ~ssin~ th~ ••t~rrible consequences'' of accid~nta 
involving m1lit ry weapons or weapons production, whose abolitio~ 
Gorbachev d-eman ed ea.rly this yf!ar. M~an11hile, the disaster ! 
represents a si~nificant setback to Moscow•s efforts to increase ! 
its ~eliance on l nuclear power, may effect Soviet electricity 1 

~ .. -
i 

deliveries to Efstern Europe, and probably has impacted on I 
agricultural pr4'duction in one of the country'• 1Mjoc 9rain­
producin9 areas ; 

! 
WEST.EP.N !:CRvPE: i Scandinavian count:ies have expressed 
considerable an •er ~ith the Soviets. Sweden in particular has 
protested Mosco 's failure to notify its neighbors. Stockholm 
claims its original inguiries in the oss~ received no response • . 
Onl~ after high

1

radiation l~vels Yete d•t~cte6 in Scandinavia and 
inquiries. ~ere ade at the !AE:A in Vi~nnt. did Mo•cow adait to the 
accident, 

Denmark and Nor ay have also expressed concern 
hesitancy to in orm neighboring countries. 

Meanwhi1er ~est Germans have detected two to three times 
the normal cadi tion levels in their northernmost state, 
Schleswig-Holst in. This still remains below thoae levels bein~ 
measured in Scandanavia-fout to five times above noraal in 
Sweden, and 60 ~bo~e nor~al i~ Norway. Bonn has offered to 

' assist the Sovi ~ts. 
Over tte lqng term, we do not see the accident 

£urop.ean vie'Ws dr: secu:: i ty issues such as a nuclear 
! 

changing Wes ~ 
weapons-free I 



l 
I 

\ 
t 

zone, largely because both sides 1o1ill use th e ~ccidEn t to supper': 
their o~n argume nt s . P. opo ne nt s will ~r gu~ t hEt tueh ctep_ ire 
no"".· .10:e nece ~·ary thu, eve-rt ....,hlt- oppol'l nu. ~ill poirit out thQ.l 
the radiation c.a .,€:: fr on, o utside a:-i y ,one currently be ing 
proposed. Oppone:its are also likely to use Moscow's slo• 
reactio~ t~ raise new questjons about Soviet credibility. 
Western E~rope's ~uclear industry is likely to suffer a blo~, at 
least initially as ecologists use this accident to highlight the 
dangers accompanying nuclear energy . Politica l groups 

may benefit from a he ight e n d public 
sensitivity to the issue. 
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No . 2. 2 q 1'\fH i I I Y 8 (, 

SPOT 0::M'v!E.NTARY : Up dat e o n So viet Nu c l e .H Ac ci dent 

POLITl ( .A.L 1',1PLI CI\Th)\/ .:;, : Wh a t t> v1• r the sdfPty and 1n '>p1 •1 t i o n 
record at t h e Chl'r11 ob \· I n uc le ,.H plant, l lkr.tinian part y l1•,-1d <:> r 
) h c I I e r b i t ~ k i v , pa r t ~· se c r e ta r v no I g i k I, J n d o t he r c1 f f i c i ii I s 
invo l vt'd w, lli t l1t· nu,. lt>ar powe r J:Ht1r,r<1111 wi JI be vu lnrr~ih If' - to 
ch d r g e ~ Lif i rnp r ope r ..i t t t> n t i o II t ,1 r r n b I er ns t hut rm y h i.l v e bf'£>" 
p r c v i o u 5 I y i d <' n t i f i f' d . Go r b a c h r v i.l n d rno s t o f h j s Mo !, c ow 
c ollC'dgnt> !> , howc-v,:- r, .:ire 1rnlikt•lv It' ht• t.:iulterl f cH cic•cisioris 
-~ d e s i ~ 11 ...1 11 cl l o c 3 l i on 111.1 d ,: l l, r I g b t> I o r e t h t- y t l H, I.; o t I i c- c • 

,\.\or c b r o ad I y , s c n i o r o f J I c 1 ,ii -, r 11.:1 y eve 11 t u J I I y I, ...1 v e t o 
Jt1s,,..-e r f 1H the wav tliry h.1ve r<''>pn11dt·d tu prublt-111~ pr t-- sented by 
the J.ccirlent. A s w1tll the KAL .:.1i,., o tdl1wn. thf" r«'g11rw' <1 ppare-ntly 
r e v e r t e d t o i t s t y p i c a J r " a c t i o n i rr <..r I c h r· a s P s -h II s h i t u p a n d 
hope i t gt It- s .:1 w .:i , . • - \in s cow a pp a r f' n t I y rl i c1 n o t g c- t ,1n f' a r I y 
~c ie n t i ( ic asse'i5. l llt>nt aJerting thern to tht.' certilintv that tr...1 r t•~ 
of the a cc ident woul d be pi c kc'5.d up i 11 the West. Nor rlirl 
inforni,di()n appe a r to hiive be(•1t di~st"n ti natt' d b·eyond th<> local 
µupuL.11 ior1 thcit d _severe .:.ic c id,•nt h..:trl- n c i:-urred. People in Kiev 
were dware of tlil" d ( 1. 1rlent but unint,,rm<'rl of its severity or Whitt 

if to t.ll.:e. 

Thf' rea ct ion 1~o n tras t <; sl1,1r[)lv ~·1 th Corbache v ' ~ r e, ·l·nt 
e 11 or I s to prov i de 1110 r e t i lllt' I )' -1; 1 d d, < u r ct I c c over ct gt· 1) I 
d eve lo p•-nents rat he r tli d n b e prer 111ptt.>d 1, y fpreign rep1Hting ~1nrl 
1 'rurrt0flfl011gering." This p Cl l ic v 11 ,-is t ailt•rl its tir,t import.int 
tt-~t. Tht· r(•~Jme 's c r edibil1tv .:1 g..:iin h.::is been seri c, u slv damagcrl 
iibr o ad and the inc ident h r.1 s 11n<it'r111inPd C.orbachev's t-ffurt~ tl°l 

-pe rsuiide Soviet ( it i1Pns they 1· .111 •·t)11nt c,n rned1a to inform them. 
Rumors ar e ct·rtain to fill th•~ i n lor111-1tion VJc-uu111, ,111d lllciY ft:·t·rf 
publi c t.1pprehc11~i o 11 s c·ven tTK'fl• tl1dll w.,11fd ,1 c dtH11<i c1,.., r l,1\11re ,lf 
the f,::1 ,_· ts. 

EC<.)\j(_l\,1I C lMPLI Cr\TIL"f.\J\: Tf) e Cht•r11ob r l .Jc- c ide11t tlirt>-it.,,1~ to 
rlisrupt e c onomic ac tivity in idr~l' ...ire..is of the tlkr.iine ,ind 
Belorussia, 



I 

I 
·, 11 p p I i e ::. t .• ) S t, v i 1: t i11d 11 -.trv dr ,d 1,.,,i -. i•ti,,1 ,1..,, p11we r 

I : , 1 -., l ,_. r 11 [ 1 1 r ,_1 p ;:- , .J 1 , , I \ , 1, IP ! 'id I 1• •, , f 111 I • i , ·, \ I" r t • ,:1 , t , , r , 

1 1.1 , r_• rJ " , , 1 h , . 1 1-. 1 . 1 ,,. p .1 t 11 . , , r .i " : 1 i , .. i " , P () 1 , • ,, r 1 " , v . t1 r t' c t c d 
._1, ,• .1-:-, .111 · ll111ll l t>r ,1 ,,:.,•ciblt· pt.•~ t 1,.,,1 ,d . \PVll' t l1v1·,t,H · h- he rd-;, 
,1· 1•lte r ·.~·he.1t, .1 1, ,f , 11 g .! r h c1• t ~ . f ill' w i 111,_•r g r din c· r ,Jp w1 I l n o t b e 
I 1 _, 1 r v e: -~ t ,_. rl , 111 t I l .l 11 I \' . , ·,) n <, , • , 111 t' 11 t l y , 1 1 1 1 I , · .., .., , · , , r I I . 1111 i 1 1 LI I i , , 11 1 :, 

,, · v,• r 1·, th<· 1n 1p ,1 c t p r 11h. 1hl ~ w ill Ii,· l 1;11i t 1• ;!. <:,i 1t ! 1· c:nc! hugs , 

l t.·, r <":x~11 •·1p l " , , · <11 1ld 11c;r• <; t ,1 r Prl f, •1• '1 : .,r •,.111\f' W<'€'k c;. " ir1, · I' 
(.''. e~1h)by l 1'> lnto1 t ,•d on K t Pv ' , w-1 1,· r -,!H·d, the 2.4 1n1lli1J11 flCO fll C 
i r1 Kiev --111<.J ,1th1•r 111' ,Hh y Pl)rul.1Uqf .tr ('. I') 1:o~ ld be .if l t'.1 : t c1.I by 

'. ) , )t 1, ct i r - ,1 r 1 , I w L\ t 1 • r - b <H r, ~· r ,..1 d r , > ,..1 1 t I v i t v . 

\-\t., ,, -,) w this ,,t t<~r'l ih)n [DT .in •: ,11111, "" th<' 
(" llirt• t:h<'rn 1)h y l p l.int hi..1 5 bc<:> 11 -; h11Ld \1wn. c;,•ri,,11c;ly 
.d f,•, : t ,· !,· , · tr l f' i tr ',I J!)f>IY t o KPY i·i d 11-,tr J('', Ill tlu· (lkr .1 i ru~. 
l\ 1'•.' ,iust· .:itlwr \ovi,~t r1~.1 c t,ir'i ,.d -; :111il .. 1r de'iign ,11 · ,n11nt f 1>r ah-011t 

of tlw """I?'.., ,,J,., If i, ilv, \\(),111w i'i 11111 ih;,•ly to -,hut 
~lirrn down. To d ,.1 ·;,) •.v,11Jld ,: ..iu,;,• p, .,w.-r .f ; sr11ptions i11 l h P Mosr.ow 
rq~i u n, Lenin~r ,J-1, L111d tht> . l\,dt11 : ,t ,ll<'"• \ins<; ow will 
1111d1.H1htedly JltPrupt t ,1 , ·orrifH'lls.itt• f,,r .iny rllt<· lrdr pl ;1nt •, h11trlowns 
b y i1ir: r1•..t'iifl~ l)OW(•r Ol lt[)Ut .it L..1'i'iil - r11;· l :1!..int'i, :1rid \el1•r:tiv~ly 
r,H i ,)nJ'l/.f 1_•l~ ( tr1• 1 ty. 'lh,·, rta~ .. .., I •.> , · ,111-,11!11t'r~ rt'111Ji 1r<· 'I 1L..t·ly 
lif• r · ,111se- Cher'lobyl r.o~••fhl?r with . ·,)t 11t..'r ,11ni ldr 11lft; lt•..tr! •} 1;·,1.1nts 
•,11;>ply .1h,)ut •••••••■ ,>I . th,• l ' \\I{'-, p,)wer. In th~ ' fH1H · 1•-.~ ,,f 
.1d : u-.,ting, t,1 thf' pow,•r C <Jt, e(,·,-trt1·ity <''<pnrt~ ti"' 
c: ?'t'( 1H)5luv,jki;t, Ror11.111 i .J., ,1nd PoLuid ..ir~ I ikrly tu lw t,·rr1pur..1ri ly 
r t>dttct-d. 
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orF',cE or THE ASSISTANT SICRETARY OF DEFENSS 
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I 
MEMORANDtJM POR JAC~ MATLOCK 

I 
I 
! 
! SUBJECT: Chernobyl Nuclear Accident (U) 
' 

(U) I under■tand that you ar• working with State on 
developing an offer ot •••i•tance to the SOvi•t• in connection 
with the Chernobyl nuclear aeeid•n~. My ottice ind~endently 
has developed id-• in ~hie regard. Attached i• a dtaft letter 
that the Whi~e Hou•• or State may wish to convey to $oviet 
F.mbae ■y officiala. I 

(C) I believe it would be beneficial to deliver ! the letter 
and then r•l•••• it to the pr•••· In background diacuaaiona 
with tbe preas we ahould, I think, call attention to

1
the ad­

ditional safety hazard• re■ulting fro■ the Soviet policy of 
secrecy regarding the accident, and we •hould tie ~his point 
to the main juatification for the G•neva ~•ehanqe Initiative• 
as set forth in NSD0-223. 

(U) We notice that the New York Ti~•• quotes SWedish 
Energy Mini■ter Dahl•• alleging that the Soviets have violated 
international agr••--nta. Thia i■ an important i ■ •uj' which 
warranta the attention of Adminiatration lawyer■ and policy 
makera. • 

Attacluaen~• 
a/a 

L\ 
oouglaa J~Peith 
Deputy A•• atant Secreta 

of Defen , 
Negotiati • Policy 
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'111• Governaent of th• United Stat•• wi•h•• to •~pr••• 
I 

to the leaders of the Soviet Union and to th• Soviat ipeopla 
i 

ita deep regret over the accident that haa juat occuired at 
I 

the Chernobyl nuclear facility. It ia hoped that the 
' 

ext•nt of peraonal injury and property damage will b~ 
I 

minimal and that there ha■ been no ■ lgniticant lo•• Qf life. 

In thi ■ connection the u.s. Government would li~e to 
I 

offer ita •••i•tance in varioua cleanup and decontam~nation 
I 

operation•,•• well•• other eftort■ to minimize the : 
I 
' long-term effect• of th• accident. The United Stateal has 
' ' 
I 

considerable experti•• in thia area and ha• always stpod 
I 

ready to help any nation in dealing with this kind ot\ 
i 

problem. Thi• ofter ia made in the ■pirit ot coooeration 

and good will that wa• engendered by Preaident Re~gan land 
! 

General Secretary Gorbachev in Geneva. 

DRAFT UNCl.ASSIF IED 
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SUBJECT: MORE SWEDISH REACTION ON SOVIET NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

REF: STOCKHOLM 3296 

1. WE REPORT BELOW SEVERAL NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND SWEDISH 
REACTIONS TO THE CHERNO~YL REACTOR ACCIDENT IN THE 
UKRAINE. IN CONTACTING \swEDISH O'FFICIALS' AT THE SWEDISH 
NUCLEAR . INSPECTORATE AND ENERGY MI NIST RY, WE HA VE BEEN 
REPEATEDLY ASKED FOR ANY INFORMATION WE COULD SUPPLY ~N 
THE BACKGROUND TO THE ACCIDENT AND SITUATION AT 
CHERNOBYL. ANY INFORMATION THE DEPARTMENT MIGHT HAVE TO 
SHARE WITH THE SWEDES, WHO SEEM VERY MUCH IN THE DARK, 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

2. THE S WE D I SH NU CL E AR I NS~ E CT OR ATE (SK I ) HAS ·c ON F I RM ED 
FOR US THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN STOCKHOLM HAS BEEN IN 
CONTACT WITH . IT FOR ADVICE ON EXTINGUISHING A REACTOR 
FIRE. THE SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICER WAS UNABLE TO GIVE SKI 
ANY DETAILS AND SKI AUTHORITIES ASSUME THAT IT IS THE 
GRAPHITE MODER ATOR IN THE REACTOR WHICH IS ON FIRE. THE 
S~EDES HAVE LITTLE TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE IN THIS AREA AND 
RECOMMENDED.t$..OOLING BY USE OF WATER AND ENCAPSULATING 
THE REACTOR CORE. THE SWEDES ALSO REFERRED THE SOVIETS 
TO BRITISH EXPERTS WHO HAD EXPERIENCE WITH A GRAPHITE 
REACTOR FIRE IN THE 1950 1 SAT THEIR WINDSCALE PLANT. 

.• 3. IN A PRESS INTERVIEW, STIG BERGSTROM, DIRECTOR OF 
NUCLEAR RESEARCH CENTER AT THE SWEDISH ENERGY INSTITUTE 
AT STUDSVIK, CLAI MS THAl HIS CENTER'S ANALYSIS OF THE 
PARTICLES AND CESIU M 13r EMITTED FROM CHERNOBYL LEADS 
HIM TO ASSUME A CORE MELT HAS OCCURRED. 

--cmrrnrmtlt 
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4. THE SWEDISH METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL 
I NS T I TUT E ( S MH I l I S HOP I NG THAT WESTERLY WINDS WI LL 
DEVELOP BY TOMORROW TO DISPERSE THE RADIOACTIVE CLOUD 
NO W OVER SCANDINAVIA. SMHI AGAIN STRESSES THAT 
RADIATION LEVELS A[ E NOT DANGEROUS BUT THAT NIGHTLY 
RAINS HAVE BROUGHT THE RADIOACTIVITY DOWN TO GROUND 
LEVEL. THE SMHI ALSO REPORTS THAT THE REGION OF KIEV, 
WHERE THE CHERNOBY REACTOR' IS LOCA'JED, IS EXPERIENCING 
OKLY LIGHT WINDS AND THIS WILL TRANSLATE INTO HIGHER 
EXPOSURE FOR ITS POPULATION. NEWELL 
BT 
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O.par t Nnt of tat• Pr••• State~ent : c.,. 1 { #\. ✓ •7: e ~ e~ ./. 

Por O•• T•••day, A.pr l l 2 9 , . l ~86 

A ■■ latant Secretary ald9way Ht wlth Soviet Charg@ Sokolov thi• 
aornln9 and ••pr•••"• on behalf of the President, the United 
Stat••• deep re9ret a.er tb• accident at the Chernobyl Ato■ ic 
aner9y ltation. • IM>pe oaaualti•• and ••terial daaag• are 
ainiaal. Tb• Unit .. at.at.ea la prepared to ••ke available to 
the IO•t•t Onion b-ltarian and t•chnlcal a■■ istance in 
dealing wlth thi1 aeci,ent. 

e la•• l • o l----'tadl at i oflA'el e ~i ch 
_,,--•ral tlae...-trt""gher th~o~;;l 1n 

Sc nawlan tr1••• Tb• United State• i• aeekin9 
additional lnforaat1• on the accident and reque ■ ta the clo•••t 
poaalbl• ooordlnatloa • ...-, all concerned countries. -'Ir 
..al•l•i•• tb• clan1ert .._ bope tla• aowiet Union will uiftll lt• :::> 
t~ ~Mffftll iiliililWI • pr091de inforaatlon about the 
acc le .. t ln a tt•lr aamMr. 
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8o9let l uolear Accident 

O• ■ow did th• u.1. Go••r-nt learn about the nuclear 
eccideat? Did the ao.let■ lftform the govern■ent directly? 

~• WI l.&AUID 0, ftl IIUCLn• ACCIDENT AT CHERNOBYL FROM 

THI TASS Ulll0G8CWT OIi MONDAY ~"BRNOON. THE SOVIET 

oova••••n ... IIDf COlffliCTID us THROUGH DIPLOMATIC 

CRA■■l'-9. 



Qt -- ~r• we t1l11•t tot~• 1o,1eta about it? 

Al UIIITUIT I ICUI~ UDOIIAT Mn WITB SOVIET CKARGB 

IOIIL0¥ Tltl ... I. tO IXPUSI OUR CONCERN AND TO 

SlTSDII OUI orna or ..... ITAlIAN AND T!CKNICAL 

AUlftl.llCa. - &I.IO ... TIii SOVIET UNION WILL 

~~J,(e_AT«-8~ PitOVIDI 

lllPC TICII --~ 11111 ACCIDSWT IN A TIMELY MAWNlll. 
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Qa wnat klnd of •••i1tanc• hev• ~• offered the soviet 
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). M01O1,0GlCll IITANCI T!AMS INCLUDING HEALTH 

PHYIIClffl AIID aQOlPlllft 1'0 M!AS UR! RADI OACTIVE 
/" , 

COlfTUIIIAYIOII t• IIA,.. , AIR, ANO ~ - ALSO, 
I . 

TICIR ICIJ. U8lftAaC3 I ■ TH! ENVIRONMENTAL 
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SFnlCTI OP TD/IOM:TIVK NA ERIALS RELEASED. 

4. Q DICAL l,Dlai IC, EX BRIIUIC!D IN THE DIAGNOSIS ANO 

S. W■ICAL II& AIID ASSISTANCE IN RADIOLOGICAL 

DIC MIMTloa./aacovsa, PRON A NUCLEAR REACTOR -

ACC IDSfl , U!D/r■INt lJIIQ ffilROlfM! NTAL EFFECTS. 



I h tt ia tl'\e DoputMnt doin9 to notify A ■ erlcari Cltlzene 1n the 
&ovl t Union about lb• nvclea.r accident? 

Al oua UtlUIJ 11 lllOICOII II IN CONTACT WITH REGISTERED 

WRICA.11 CITIIW &110111 TO 81 IN THE AFFECTED AUA. 

ftl ••1a.r ••0■11a1L1n ,oa NOTIFYING RESIDENTS OF 

POT'SIPTIAL ..... AIID ,oa TAIIMC ST!PS TO SAFEGUARD TH! 

,ua1.1c oav1oum.r LIU WITB THI SOVIET AUTHORITIES. WI 

Altl II CC>ll'tfCf IIJftl 1111 aOVISTS ON THE SArETY or OUR 

CIT118■1. 
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in or••r to eaaare eoortln.ation of all i,epartaent 
actiwltl•• re,ar•t•1 IN 199let auclear accident at Chernobyl, 
an inforaal work! .. T'"' u .,._n ••t•bllahe~ under tbe 
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lMP~IChTIONS OF THE CHERNOB YL DI SASTER 

NiO/USSR et al. 
29 April 1986 

This is a very preliminary and tentative effort to scope out the 
impli cations of this disaster and related inteliigence t asks . 

Al t ho ugh it is by fa r t h~ l argest nuclear power pl ant acc i de nt i n wor ld 
history~ t he immed i at e effects ar e still far from c1ear . 

If we accept Sovi et offi cial cl ai ms that two people died in t he 
i rmied i ate event at the plant and t he other three reactors were shut 
down, then the Sov iets did use fo rewarning of a meltdown (possibly up 
to 24 hours) to evacuate the plant. But this is still very uncertain. 

We have reports that evacuations in a 30 km radius are taking place. 
If these started well before the actual meltdown, immediate loss of 
life in the neighborhood may be quite small. But we also have rumors 
of hundreds, even thousands, of dead already, and of hospita1s being 
heavily taxed. This suggests that only the plant took advantage of 
early warning. Agains, very uncertain. 

Long-term effects, resulting from radiation and associated ecological 
i_mpact, are .. very difficult to predict on the basis our sparce current 
data, and will be influenced by variables such as weather and winds i n 
the imnediate- future and Soviet protective measures. 

Apparently the fire in the graphite of the reactor continues to 
inject new radioactive contaminants into the atmosphere. 

Some Implications 

The direct impact of the facility loss on the Soviet power economy is 
likely to be small. If the Soviets are obliged for safety reasons to 
shut down other reactors, it could have a noticeable ·impact. 

Large economic impacts could well arise from: 

The disruption of large areas downwind of the radiation source due to 
evacuations, shutdown of plants and facilities, and decontamination 
activities. 

The impact of radiation on agriculture, especially the dairy industry. 

· Polution of water supplies, especially downstr.eam on the Dniepr 
toward Kiev. 

,7 
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Tne social imoa:t 07 tne accident wil l depend upo G t hE number of 
casu alti es al r eady suffered and expected over t he l onger term. Even if 
t he number of people phys ica ll y aff ected-in t he short r un i s sma l l, t he 
l in geri ng pub lic health effects of t his kind of radiologica l event could 
magnify social impact. 

~ m~jor conc er n of Sov ie t cit i zens wi l l be how well t hei r sys te rr 
1ookeo out fo r t neir safety . And i t wi ll be of gr eat i mportance t o 
t he regi me t o inf luence the way this is oerceiveds eitner by 
effective action or, as is the usual Soviet pr act ice, by mani pulating 
information. 

The disaste r coul d exace rb cte et hn ic and class resentments because, 
on present evi dence, it seems li kel y that lower classes and Baltic 
and Ukraini an popul ati ons wil l suffer di sproportionately . 

If t here i s wides pread death , il lness, and dislocation, this event will 
be a severe psychol ogi ca l bl ow to the Gorbachev regime and its gospe l of 
optimism, even if the economic effects are limited. 

No matter what the regime does or says, many Soviets will blame their 
suffering on a negligent system which only looks out for the 
nomenklatura. 

In a population where ancient superstitiohs still play a role, 
Chernobyl will be an evil omen. 

In any case, the system under Gorbachev 1 s new leadership will be put to a 
politically and psychologically important test: 

Did it react with the honesty, efficiency, promptness, and 
public-mindedness he calls for? 

Or did it manifest the usual sloth, carelessness, evasions, and 
outright lies? 

Moscow wil 1 show a strong inc 1 i nation to find prominent people to b 1 ame 
and punish. Shcherbitskiy, the Ukrainian party boss, is likely to come 
under renewed fire. 

Although East European customers for Soviet electric power may face some 
disruptions and Soviet nuclear power plants are likely to lose their 
market for a while, the principal international effects of this event are 
likely to political and psychological: 

Governments and publics in both East and West Europe could be 
alienated in lasting ways by Soviet failure to provide any early 
warning, when something liKe three days were available. This will" 
noticeably dull Soviet persuasiveness on all manner of negotiations, 
from arms control to trade, and their related propaganda efforts. 



i \,.. . - '-· - ' 

The accident ~ill unooubted ~y i ns pi re t he Gr een and ot ner 
envi ronme nta l ly oriented pol itical movements to new efforts di rected 
agai nst nuclea r power . 

If there are tangible environmental impacts in West Europe, such a 
rise i n t he ra t e of canc er deat hs, t hese coul d linger as probl ems fo r 
Sovie: C:i p"iociacy i n t he years ahea d. 

Some lntellioence Tasks 

Our main tasks will be to assess t he magnitude of thi s acci dent and to 
track t ne implications notet above and others that will surely develop 1 

tec hni ca l ! economic 1 socia l , and political . In addition, we can already 
identify some other intelligence concerns. 

The cau ses and phenomenol ogy of this acciden t are of great interest 
simply because of the insight they will provide into nuclear safety and 
protective measures, a world-wide concern. 

If we target appropriately now, we ought to get some insight into the 
effectiveness of the Sovietc"fvil .defense organization in the nearest 
thing to its "de~ign task" short of nuclear war itself. 

We are disturbed by the lack of intelligence evidence, prior to the 
Swedish disclosures and the near simultaneous official Soviet 
announcement, that this disaster was unfolding over some three days. We 
are especially disturbed because it occurred right in the heart of NATO's 
11 warning of war" domain. We .need to find out why. 

We may be asked to judge whether it is safe for official and unofficial 
US travelers to be in affected parts of the USSR. This may get us into 
the business of -- or give us a case for -- overt radiation monitoring 
within the USSR. 

We shall want to derive intelligence from any Western organizations who 
become involved in containing the accident (e.g., fighting the fire), 
cleaning up, or contributing to medical needs. 

Unless the Soviet government is uncharacteristically prompt and candid in 
disclosing information about this accident, US intelligence will be a 
principal source of data and analysis on it, to inform everything from US 
policy to world opinion. This is likely to impose some new kinds of 
pressure for declassifying otherwise sensitive information or for sharing 
it with foreign governments. This is something the world believes it has 
a need to know about in detail. The protection of sources and methods 
will not be recognized as a com~arably important concern. 

-fOP SfCRET 
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