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Unofficial Translation

AS a result of the measures taken within the last 24 hours,
the dischatge of radicactive substances has Jdecreased and the
level of radlatlion In the ares of the incident has lowered.

Measurements taken Jdemonstrate that fission chain reaction
of the atomic generzator is not occuring. The reactor is in an
fnactive (“saglushenncos®) state.

Active work for clesning the contaminated unit is in
progress.

The Soviet Union ssesses sufficient material, scientific
and technical possibilities for the works to liquidiate the
consequences of the secident and at the present moment the need
does not arise Locr ssslstant from other states. We are
appreciative for the propesals of aid to us.

Poreign citizens located in the Soviet Union (in particular
specislists or tourists) bave not approached competent Soviet
organisations in connection with the accident at the Chernobyl
A.E.8. (atomic energy statiom).
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Unofficlal Translation

In Moscow there is appreciation for President Reagan's
expression of sympathy in connection with the accident at the
Chernobyl A.E.5. (atomic energy station), and also fc: the
expressed readiness to render assistance in liquidating its
consequences. We are undertaking all necessary efforts to
localize the accident and keep its consequences to a minimyr,
At the present moment thete {8 no need for assistance fronm
othet states.

As far as the facts of the situation, the President of ¢:
USA has been informed of theam.




B pesyxyTeTe UDERATMX MOD 32 ECTOKIMe CYTKE BHUeNI6HEe DaIHO-
AXTEBHMX DOHEOTD YMSMMERIOOS, Y)OBHE PAXEANZN B pafloHe IpONCLECT-
BEA CHNSERNOCS.

[IpoBOXIDAIO EIMODERER CREXOTONBOTEYDT O TOM, WTO LENHOH peaxiicy
RANGHEA KXOPHOTO TORINBA N9 EPOSCXOXNT. PeaxTop BAXONNTOR B 3ariy-
WOHHOM COOTONHNE,

PassepHyT AXTERNMS® DRCOTH [0 OYECTKE 3AIPASHEHHNX YYaCTKOB,

Copercoxiit Cons PAOHOAATEST JOOTATOYHMMN MATODHANLHMME, HAy4-
DOMX K TOXENNOOKEME BOSMOENOOPAME RAA DACOT 0O JAHKBENALER NOCJAEGN-
e CTBE ABADKE X HA EAHNOM ST&I0 NOTPECHOCTE B OOREHOTBMM CO CTOPO-
' HN APYTEX T'OCYRADOTS HO DOSEERAST. Mu IpE3HATAMLHN 838 NPENICGEOHNE
BaME TOMOUUM,

B ROMOIOTEHTHMG OOBOTCEES OPTAHNSANEN He NOCTYDANO oCpameHmi
CO CTOPONM EaxonAmmxos 3 ComercxoM Copse EHOCTpAIWX rparnad (B

YACTHOCTH ONGUEAINOTOD RER TYDNOTOB) B OBA3M C amapmefl Ha YepHo-
cwmoxoft A3C, |




| B NOCKB® HpEIEACOILMN 34 Bupaxe:nioe [pesmmemron Pe'iramow

‘\ CONYBOTEE® B CBRSN O amapmefl ua UepHOOWMCKOR AXC, a Taxre 3a
113 OPOABAGHHYD IOTORHOOTS OXA3ATH COXGHUCTBEG B YJCTDAHOHER Noc/ege

i orENA CAYVEASSIoOof. HEME UDQANDEHINMAOTCA BCE HeolXonmaie yop-
XER 0O XORAXESARAR &BADEN X OBGLGHEO K MEHINYMY €0 IOCNanCTRRA,
= Ha na:tiom »7ane BOTPeCHOOTH B OQNeHOTBXA B 3TOR CBA3E CO CTOpO-
+ B APYTEX IOOYESPOTE B8 BOIHERAST.

Jr0 xXacATCK JANPENOOXOTO DONOKOHHA X1, TO O HeM

[pesxnent A NeME RPOMBIOPMEDOBAH.
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Chernobyl Reactor Disaster ,f?

1. Current Status
A. Cherncbyl Reactor

May 1 morning imagery shored what appeered to be
smoke/vepor ocatinuimg to Be euitted froz the severely damaged
reactor, Unit 64, et Cherachyl, indicating that the fire
continued to burn, despite Boviet etatements to the contrary.
Pire engines and emergeancy vehicles continued to be parked in
the same locations arcund the reactor site where they were

originally cbeerved twe daye 2gc. This area has been very
heavily contaminated.

Other isagery showed coatinuing efforts at fire suppression
by helicopter. The fire suppreesant unite may contain earth or
sand {n an attempt to smother the fire. Imagery of Kiev showed
the city to be functioaing morsally (see Map 1).

Although there have been press reports that Reactor 3 is
also melting, the Intelligence Community has no technical data
to support this. The imfrared signature on Landsat photos of
Cherncbyl does not allow us to distinguish between the large
anocunt of heat emanati fzom Reactor 4 and any possible loss
from Reactor 3. On April 29, after the accident, it appeared
that cooling water was being pumped into Reactor 3. Even

though this reactor has beea shut down, it is still necessary
to continue cooling.

There are also repocts that four reactors that are ’\
identical to the severel hernocbyl unit--Kurek 3 & 4

and poesibly Smolensk 1 ! d--have been shutdown by the Soviets. \

The eamergency coamand asd ocontrol site that was about \)
1 km southeast of the reacter has been moved, and may now be

located at a poseible f£ield hoepital and decontamination site
approzimately 4.0 ka te the souwtheast.

B. Current Evidence of & Meltdown

The withdrawal of the emsrgency coamand and control center
to a greater distance *#ly reflects the continued spewing
of the heavier radicective firvion particulates fros the
burning reactor core. Prelisinary analysis of data from
Scandanavia suggests that all of the volatile [gaseocus) fission
products [radiocactive oa, xenon, iodine) vented from the
reactor. [At Three Mile lsland a tiny fraction of 1 percent of
the volatile fission products vented.] More than 50 percent of
the total fiseion products [including particles of radiocactive
cesium, estromtiwm, bariwm, tellurium, lanthanum, ruthenium, (in
addition to the gases asted adbove) has already been scattered.
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Radicactive particles deposited in Sweden and Finland now
include some of the heavier, less reactive, radiocactive
elemsnts. The appearance 0f these elements in samples so far
from the site of the aocident is a etrong indicator that at
least s partial core meltdown has occurred, and that a msajor
fraction of the core's radicactivity has been and ie continuing
to be dispersed. Speculatiom that fracturing and subsequent
burning, rether thesn melt » ©f the damaged fuel in the core
occurred, doeec not change this ussessment. The difference in
expected radiological conseguencee between the two cases is
essentially meaningless.

C. Mature of the Accidemt

Continuing analysie of available imagery suggests the
following seguence of events:

--For an as yet undetermined reason, at least part of the
reactor coolant was loet. Weet German sources have reported
that an infitial power loee was the immediate cause, which
interrupted the pumping of ocoolant water into the reactor. The
operatore may have tried to use auxiliary power, which either
failed or came on too late to prevent an initial overheating.

-=-At that point the opsrators probably tried to shut down the
reactor. However, evem when & reactor is shut down, its
temperature will continue to rise for an uncertain period of
time.

--Given the initial loss of coolant, the remaining coolant
channels overheated, feeding superheated steam into the steanm
separator, wvhich takes heat f£rom the reactor to feed to the
turbine. [(Alternatively, the overheating of the reactor core,
coupled with a rupture of the feed water tubes running through
the reactor say have geasrated an gas--either hygdrogen or
ssthane--which thea esgleded, shattering the steam lines in the
adjacent steas separatec.)

--At this point, the steam separator apparently exploded. This
destroyed the upper pocrtion of the reactor hall, with two
inmediate effects: first, this added air to the overheated
graphite core, fuel the fire; second, the uranium core wase
now melting, if it not already begun to do so after the
reactor was shut down. The destruction of the reactor hall
allowed radicactivity to spread. By this time, everyone in the
innediate area, estimated at between 50 and 100 workers, were
dead or dying. (The Soviets have now admitted to two dead and

197 hospitalised, of whoa 18 are said to be in serious
ocondition.)

-~The coatinuing fire now spread a cloud of radiocactive gas.

This sequence Of eveamts took place on FPriday 25 April and
early Saturday 26 April. We 4o not know when the Soviets began
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evacuation of the surrounding towns, established the security
perimeter and moved im helicopters to fight the fire. We
becams aware of the imcideat om Monday 28 April, following
Scandinavian reports of radiation drifting from the USSR. Our
satellite imagery of the 29th showed the accident, evidence of
evacuatioa, and command poets being established. While the
helicopter fire-fightiang ectivity hae increased since then,
little elee hae changef. River traffic continuee, ac does
noreel life in Kiev €0 milee to the south.

D. Casuslties

The entire Intelligence Community believes a fatality
figure of two ie preposeterous. A norsal day shift at an
individual Soviet REMK-1000 power reactor is reported to be
around 100 people; & might shift would be 25-35 people. This
would mean that, becavse Unit 3 and 4 are adjacent, as many as
200 people in the daytime or 50-70 people at night could have
besen working in the vicinity of Reactor Unit 4 when the
accident began. While we would expect that an immediate
evacuation was ordered whea the seriousness of the accident
became apparent, still a fairly large crew (compared to US
reactor operations) would be expected to remain to carry out
esergency procedures ia an attespt to shut down the reactor and
to eolve whatever problem may have caused the accident. This
crew would be a “forlorn hope.” kept at the site in order to
rectify the problem, but with the knowledge that they would be
loet should the problea wceeen dramatically. The only
alternative to this would be to sbandon the site immediately at
the sign of sajor probless, which would virtually insure the
sort of disaster that ultimetely occurred.

If the accident sitwatios lasted for any amount of time we
would expect the emsrgency orew to be augmented as the
sariousness of the sitwatiom became known. S8hift supervisors
and foresen from the other uamits would be called in to make
sure that appropriate actioms were being taken to head off any
potential catastroghe. Iragery showing fire engines and
energen vehicles near the reactors supports the supposition
that additional perscnnel were responding to the accident.

They could only have besa bxcught in before any explosion.
Based on numbers of vehicles in the area and postulating an
augeented emergency crew, as much as 100 people could have been
in the immediate vicinity of the reactor when a major steam/gas
explosion occurred, ripp open the reactor building and
csueing major structural damage.

Because of the exteat of the damage observed on imagery of
the site, ve feel that all the peocple in the immediate vicinity

of the Unit 4 explosion were either killed or suffered lethal
radiation doses at the time of the explosion. The failure of
the Soviets to evacuate the fire engines from the lethal
radiation sone around the destroyed reactor building is another
indication of fatalities.



11. Beconocmic Rffects

A. The Chernocbyl Plant in Rconomic Perspective

The 4,000 megewatt (M) Chernobyl nuclear power plant
representec nesarly one-tea of the electric generating capacity
of the Ukraine (and one percent of total Soviet capacity). The
Ukreine and Moldavia essentially comprises the South
Consolidated Blectric Power System (Bouth OES) in the USSR (-o-
Map 2, which shows the regional electric transmission lines).

In turn, the South OEBE {s one of nine OESes comprising the
Unified Power Syetem Of the USSR. (Two other OESes--the
Central Asie OBE and the Par Bast OES--are isolated from the
unified systes and operate independently.) The unified system
also is linked to the Bast Buropean CEMA countries, Pinland,
Norway, and Turkey. This {ntegration increases the flexibility
of Soviet electric power supply in that power can be
transferred between the linked systems, albeit usually only in
emall amounts (e.g., in 500 MM loade).

It {s likely that Cher 1 Reactors 1, 2, and 3 will not
be operational for at least ee years, if not longer. Two
larger REMK reactors under ocoastruction within 2 km of the
explosion cannot be worked on either because of the radiation.
This represents a net loee of 7,000 megawatts of electricity
(4,000 current and 3,000 poteatial).

The Cherncbyl aoccideat also sets back plans in the latest
Soviet Five Year Plan to imcrease the share of electricity
generated by nuclear pewer from 1l percent to 20 percent of the
total.

B. Coping with Reduced Generating Capacity

The Soviets could tramsfer judicious amounts of power froa
adjacent ORSes to the South OES, but would have to be careful
of robbing Peter to pay Paul. Other short-term options for
adjusting to the sh of the Chernodbyl' plant include:

-= increase power output at fossil-fuel plants and
selectively ratioa electricity:;

-=- cut back electricity exports via the South OES;: and

-- increase iapects via the BSouth OBES from Poland.

SRE/porces /w e



Map 2

Nuclear Power Plants & Electricol Tronsmission Lines
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Over the longer term, the Boviets might consider delaying an
planned retirement of clésr generating capacity, especially
the Eouth OEE and adjecent regions.

{n

Eclective retionine of el ctric ¢r probably will be
Kogcov € Liret reegoaec - t could take daye or
even weeke to lmplemeat &om:c of ite other chort-tere optione.
Thie would provide {emglfiate relief; cthervise, key industriec
in the Ukreine ené Belerescie-—wiiich ie at the end of & mejor
trunk line fed by the Giermobyl plent--could euffer geriouc
power ghoCtegee

Cutting beack on ¢leqgtripity exports would have negligible
hard-currency cCoasej ... 08¢ ECT and would relieve
considerable prescsure o= am otherwise capacity-short system.
In 1984, the last yesr for which detailed information is
available, the USSR exported 24.7 billion kwh of electricity,
an asount comparable to the estimated annual output of the
Chernobyl plant. More thaa 19 billion XWh went to its CEMA
partners) the balanoce argrars to have gone to Western
countries, primarily to Pimland but also to Turkey, Norway, and
Greece. The oanly hard-gurreacy generated by these sales was
some $1% million from 391 mill XWh sold to Greece and from
about one million K¥h seld te Norway. (SBales to Finland and
Turkey are on barter terss.) OMith the exception of sales to
Finland and ¥Wocway, moet of the electric power appears to have
been shipped via the affected Socuth OE8 (and possibly the
Transcaucasus OBS for emperts to Turkey).

sed 1{'35! | 2l xm are a distinct possibility.
M-:«lﬁﬁ to ¥Fo sta. oland is a net importer ot
electric power from the U:Il. Imt only marginally so. Overall,
Poland {s & significeat met exporter of electric power, with
sajor customers includiag other East Ruropean countries and
Austria. Slack demand last year sppareantly denied Poland the
chance to reclaim loat coel markets in the West. Poland thus
say be capsble of incrersiag coal exports to the USSR to help
ensure steady, higher lsvels of operation in coal-fired power
plants, and might be able te incresase its exports of electric
power to the South ORS. Comcsivadly, Poland might also boost

exports to other East Buropeans to compensate for the likely
decline in Soviet exports.

C. Bhort-Tera Energy Repources

The shutdown of the Chermnaodyl' plant puts additional strain
on the USSR's already troxcdied eaergy sector. While gains were
posted for all sajor fuels deuring the firet quarter of 1986
compared with the eame period last year, the oil industry is
still falling short. Output recovered to nearly 12.1 mb/d, the

SBCENT /WOPORY /Wi 1NTEL



highest level eince 1984 but lees than earlier achieved and
below the 12.) sb/4 rate plarned for 1986. More than 100 teame
fros different producing regioans were sent to the important
Samotlor field in West Biberis in an effort to boost output.
The output of naturel gas continues to increase faster than
planned, and coal output oontinuee to increase--perhapes finally
raising the coel industry up from ite nearly seven-year
doldruse. Thie improvel{ performance by coel could not have
come at & more opportume time given the setback to the USSR's

nuclear progres and the increased reliance on fossil fuel
plante.

D. Muclear Reactor Sales

Soviet nuclear reactor exportes have not included the type
that exploded at Chernobyl. Hevertheless, Moscow will be very
hard-pressed to play dowa the unfavorable publicity generated
by the Chernobyl incident {in their continuing efforts to market
their nuclear reactore. At present there are Soviet reactors
in Finland and in all RBuropean East Bloc countries except
Poland; two are under ocastruction in Cuba. The Soviets have
offered assistance to t, Mortocco and Indonesia. They have
bid on plants for Yugoelavia and, recently, North Korea.

E. Bffect on World Commsodity Prices

Chernobyl should have n0 real effect on world commodity
prices. The quick upswiag in wheat futures prices was a
typical spurt of spsculative activity in the face of
uncertainty. The global stock of wheat is currently in excess

of 300 million metric 8) Boviet wheat production for 1986 is
projected to be about 190 ajllion metric tons, with an

additional 17 million being { ted. BEven a disaster of the
scope of Cherncbyl would be unlikely to dent global stock.
(Effects on Boviet graia prodwction are discussed below.)

111. Roological Effeots

A. Population Affected

The Southwest Regiocm, which includes Chernobyl, is densely
populated, even inm rewral arees. Large villages are located in
the major river valleys. The Chernobyl plant employed soae
10,000 workers. Based on aa average family size of 2.5, the
workers' settlement of Pripyet, located just northwest of the
plant, has a populatiem of st least 25,000. Chernobyl, 17 km
south of the reactor, had a 1970-estimated population of
10,100. Both of these towms have been evacuated, although we

4o not know if the evaswatisea toek place before or after the
explosion.

Based on rural population demsities (171 person/square
mile) and major towms and cities, the population in the
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surrounding area is (see Map 3):

withia 30 ka 50,000 people
within 40 km 250,000 people
within 160 k= 7 milion people
within 20¢€ ks 9 uillion people

Kiev i¢ the largeet city in the region, approximately 100
ke downetreen frow the Chermodbyl reactor. The 1984 population
estimate for Kiev i 2.4 million, with another 1.9 million
outside the city but withism the Kiev Oblast.

Both Pripyet end Chernobyl appesar to have been evacuated.
We do not know if the evacuation took place when the initial
probles ocoured, or after the exploeion. HNo evacuation from
Kiev is evident. We do mot have enough information about the
evacuation to draw emy com¢lusions about the effectiveness of
Soviet civil defense pleaning.

B. Medical Consegquences

Of the various types of radiocactivity released by the
reactor, the most imeeéiate concern is iodine, which is easily
abeorbed by humans and can lead to thyroid cancer. To preclude
the absorption of radicective iodine, iodine tablets or liquiad
can be taken. Radicactive iodine 131 has a half-life of about
elght days.

The longer term threat ie provided primarily by cesium-137
and strontiums-90, which have half-lives of 30 years and 29
yesars reepectively. Cesiem oconcentrates in electrolytes
(bodily fluids). Stremtiwm comceatrates in the bones. It is
readily absorbed via Sairy prefucts. Thus, the milk supplies
and silk producing arees arerad the accident site will be
contasinated, poe e ditfficult problea for Boviet officials
who may be reluctant to admit the importance of the accident by
dueping tainted milk. BDoth types of radiation can cause such
cancers &8s leukemia, lumng, and done.

C. Bffect on Agriculture (Food and Water Resources)

The type of radiation being enitted is easily absorbed by
plants, especially during the reiny epring season. However, it
is impossible for ue alsqiretely to address the radiological
inpact of the accident on Soviet agriculture at this time,
other than to say that thiags oould have been worse. The area
closest to the plant and, presusabdbly, receiving the highest

lavels of radicactive contamination, is a low 1¥1n , relatively
swampy area whete trwok orgps are the major agricultural

activity. It lies about 100 ka morth of the Ukraine
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Map 3
ESTIMATED POPULATION IN THE ARBA OF THE CHERNOBYL REACTOR
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breadbasket, and the winds blew away from the Ukraine at the
tise when the heaviest contamination vented from the damaged
reactor. Por this resson the immediate radiological threat is
less than had the wind direction been reversed.

However, the Pripynt Mareh is a2 major water baein (see
Map 4), and ite ocontr~irstien oould have an effect lasting for
generetione. BEow socm the contamination will begin to affect
cities and towne downstreas {e¢ impossible to determine at this
time. The migration of the rrdicactive products through soil
and water table ie dependeat o the exact type of soil, water
flow rate, turbulence and ehemionl sition. However, based
on US acclident cases, the water ocontamination problem is a
longer rather than s shorter term problem.

The 30 sile long Kiev reservoir is certainly contaminated,
but the extent and the typs of contamination cannot be well
estimated without acoess te mssasurements. The Kiev authorities
say be able to mitigate the contamination through extra
filtration.

IV. Boviet Consegquences

International. OGorbachev's year-long effort to project a
new Teage of Soviet leafership as more open, responsive, and
concerned about popular i{esues such as the environment has been
ssriously damaged, especially in REurope, by the regime's
handling of the Chernobyl incident. Paced with the emergency,
the bursaucracy automsatically reacted along familiar lines:
highly restricted and ceantralised news control:; denial of the
importance of the isswe to other countries; an automatic replay
of paet American probless in muclear energy:r and a reflexive
linking of the iessue to the need to accept Gorbachev's arms
control initiatives. ¥he imitial Soviet admission, several
days after the accideat agpeseatly took place, was probably
proapted by two factors: (1) the inability to continue
covering it up, owing to the detection of radiation in
Scandinavia; and (2) an asseesment at that time that the
situation was out of comtrxol and required foreign assistance.
Indeed, the Soviet govermmeat d4i¢ 1n1tlall¥ request aid from
Sweden and VWeet Oermanyr om May 1, the Soviets asked Italy for
aid, acoording to the pcess.

However, in the fellowisg days the Soviets have reverted to
their more familiar Be“avior in such crisee. They have claimed
to have put out the fire and gotten the situation under
control; most Westers analysts believe the fire has continued

to burn. On April 30 the Seviets g:t on television pictures of
Reactors ) and 4 before and sftes e accident. This confirmed

the seriocusness of the damage, although the pictures were shown
to promots the view that as there was no smoke the fire must be

out. We believe that the smoke was edited out of the image.
The testimony of a Soviet embassy officer before a
congressional subococamittes om May 1 was an interesting
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exception to their continued reticence. The Soviet official
insisted that the aocoifeat oooured on Monday, although we
continue to believe that FPriday or Saturday is more likely.

The regime has banked upon an ephemeral European
unhappiness over Mosesw's rotanoe to inform ite neighbore
about Cherncbyl and ¢ ’tzggbtltty thet traditional intereetes
will soon reassert their priority. Nevertheleses, Gorbachev
probably will try to memd femoee¢ with his neighbore, probably
in bilaterel communioationeg, in the future.

Dowsstic. Party amd governmental officials probably
approve of the regime'e hasdling of the Chernobyl incident as
being in line with Soviet law and custom, and in accord with
deeply ingrained Ruseian relectance to reveal problems to
foreigners.

The popular reactiom will, as always, vary according to.
social clase. Critical imtellectuals rely on foreign
broadcasts and persomal ocatacts for much of their information
and will be auch better informed than the man in the street,
and thus critiocal of the regime's restriction on news.
Bureaucrats also rely om foreign broadcasts as an important
supplement to official inforsation, and are likely to be
asbivalent toward the regime's handling of the crisis. The
ordinary workers will for the sost part be passive, expecting
the government to handle the crisie properly. But, at the same
tise, the ordinary people are the most avid rumor mongers,
disregarding logic and sutual incompatibility of conflicting
rumors. The response Of this social class is the one that the
regine fears most, and this oconcern is one of the primary
shapers of the regime's clasp on news. The only area in the
USSR likely to have any public demonstrations is Estonia and
Latvia where there i{s a long standing resentment of the regime
as well as more conscicusnese oa environment issues.

Leaderc¢hip Aloofness. It is a Soviet tradition that
Politburo Io‘icrn remaln uninvolved publicly with hot issues
such as the KAL shootdowa and the current crisis. Gorbachev
has not said a word in public adbout the Chernobyl accident, and
the traditional May Day parades took place in Moscow and the
republic capitals without reference it. As usual, the state,
not the party is the reeponsible organization for handling the
problea, and the customery too{ouotblo body has been created, a
government inquiry cormission headed by the deputy premier for
fusls and energy, Boris Shcher-ina. While such commissions
often whitewash events, in this case it is likely that a review
of the atoaic onor‘y industry will lead to changes in operating
procedures and dee changes in reactors. Furthermore, soae
ofticials will be singled out as responsible and punished. A
scandal over the building of the Atomash factory in Volgadonsk
(vhich produces nuclear reactors) eveantually led to the

retirement of deputy premiec 1. T. Novikov, then in charge of
construction, is July 1983,
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Political fc» , Inevitably, there will be politics
involved even In gctn ning responsibility for the Chernobyl
disaster and ite conec-rences. In addition to sacking
technical officials, there may be an effort to use the svent
for attacking, or evea remowing, high-level political
officiale. Gocbechev sight fim¢ thies & convenient occasion to
undercut Ukreinian leader Fhoherbitekiy, whose state apparatue
charged with ecologioal comtrols and clean-up is poorly
organised and ill-equipped to handle the Chernobyl pollution.
Should such e power move develop, it would materialize only
slowly, and would probably be signalled ahead of time by
traditional political imdigators in the preses.

V. Poreign Reactions

A. Bast Bloc

Irzediate Health Cmmﬁ. Poland announced early on that
radiation levels in the ncr texn portion of the country
posed potential health hasards. The governaent set up a
high-level commissica im direct contact with the Soviets to
consult on the praoblea. Precautionary health and safety
etandards were institeted ia those areas affected by the
fall-out. Polish chiléxem 16 years old and younger were being
given iodine to preveat their absocbing radicactive iodine from
the atsosphere. Goverament opoto-.n said--somewvhat

paradoxically~--that there was "nc indication of a health
hocard.*

Hungary and Yugoslavia asmownced they are monitoring
radiation levels, but that te* redicactivity measured thus far
posed no public health prcblers. Romsania made a similar
announceasat. Rosanien television announced that Ceausescu
chaired a party leadetship mecting to review the situation. A
task force headed by his wife was formed to oversee the quality
of the environssnt. It was also noted that there had been
"some increase in radiocectivity" in the northeastern part of
the country. Bulgaria, Csechoslovakia, and East Germany made
no announcesents about somitorimg, or about any safety
precautions. Mocreover, the Bast Germane in general have
downplayed the affair, following the Soviet line that the

severity of the acoident has been greatly exaggerated by the
Western press.

Poltitul. The Polish governsent hinted at a general
amnesty lidarity backe éowa from its plans to hold May 1

and l‘l{ 3 (old Polish National Day) demonstrations. All
indications are that the demonstrations were likely to be small

and containable. The Chernobyl accident could give the

protesters an additional anti-regise (anti-Soviet) issue around
which to rally.

Csechoslovakia is a major supplier of reactor components
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both within the bloc and ag part of Boviet nuclear reactor
exports, and expects nuclear power to supply roughly 20% of the
planned increase in its electricity output in the next
five-year plan. Thus, the Csechs are particularly concerned
about public reaction, both domestically and abroad.

Romanie, elreedy Reté¢ preseed to meet ite energy demande,
receives eome of ite electricel power frorx the Chernobyl plant
and mey soon face spocadic shorteges. Romanian-Soviet
dlecussion of bilatecal ecomomic agreements are expected in the
near future and a Ceawsescu visit to Moscow is again being

rumored; thie developmeunt oould coaplicate that bargaining.

Hungary is heavily committed to nuclear energy. Anti-
nuclear protests--esall oned--may develop here, if only as
another outlet for exhibiting dissatisfaction with the
government. The cowntry dees have an active environmentalist
group which can be expested to seize on the episode for new
campaigne.

There may be similar protests in Yugoslavia, where
Western-style demonstrations are popular. Moreover, there is a
serious debate over nuelear power in Yugoslavia--an industry in

its sarly stages--and this secident is sure to enliven that
debate.

Bo proteets are likely im Bulgaria, however, where there s
a large nuclear power imdustry struggling to grow larger.
Bohind the scenes comncera sbout {ts effect on the country's
agricultural exports is likely to grow .

Three bloc countrise—Bulgaria, Csechoslovakia, and the
GDR--produce an appreciadle s™are of their electricity froa
Soviet-designed nucleer pocwer plants. Heretofore nuclear
prograss within the bloc have been bilateral, between the
Scowvliets and the participating country. The long-term SBcience
and Technology program announced at the CEMA session in
December 1985, earmarked nuclear energy as one of the five
priority areas in which the bloc sembers will increase efforts
at joint production. CRMA head Vyacheslav Sychev said that
total capacity of the nuclear power plants in the bloc will
double in the next five years. Most bloc countries have been
reluctant to commitment themselves fully to the ambitious
integration scheses backed by the Soviets via CEMA. The
Chernabyl accident will likely increase the foot-dragging.

B. Western Rurope

x_etogigto n“&g Cr—~rTmg. Scandinavia as well as some
parts o 28 BRADY, 4 .33 and Svitzerland have reported
significant increases im radicectivity--three to ten times
normal levels in many areas, and over a hundred times in
western Sweden where raim fell. Nevertheless, health

authorities in all except Ametria have not called for
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precautionary measures. Officiale in eastern Austria warned
sothers to keep babies inside.

Political. The four day delay in notifying affected
countries has provoked a round of official criticism of the
Soviete. Sweden lcf7Tyd & @irlcsatic protest and desanded an
international luvott1'ltlct ef @oviet nuclear power stations.
The other nocdic natiome, except Finland, demanded an officieal
Boviet report. Although the Freanch press sharply criticized
the USSR, the Preach goverament has remained muted--perhaps due
to Prance’'s distance from the disaster and their commitment to
nuclear energy. The VWest Germans have asked the USSR to shut
down similer plants and seconded UE urgings that an
international team {nepect the Chernobyl plant. Other
countries have also blasted the Soviete' dinosaurian
response--denting Gorbachev's ocarefully cultivated image as a
torthooring new Soviet leader.

Peace and ecological groups are likely to mount limited
protests against the Soviets, while oockin? prinnrllx to
£ t

exploit public anzieties to foeter gensralized opposition
againet thinge nuclear and weapons. Swedish activists
are lobbying to preserve a 1 vote to dismantle Sweden's four

nuclear plants by 2010. Oreens in the PRG, who recently staged
several rowdy anti-nuclear power demonstrations, will step up
their efforts, as will the British Greens and Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament (CWD) who have protested low-level leaks at
a reactor on the Irish Sea. Heightened public anxieties may
also strengthen the hand of the FRG Soclal Democrats' left-wing
which--in cooperation with the East Gersan communist party--is

drafting a propoesal for a ceatral Ruropean nuclear weapons free
zone.

vVI. [ Problens

A. Civil. 8inoce the late 1940s, Moscow has had its share
of nuclear-related accidents, slthough only the distintegration
of a nuclear-powered satellite over Canada affected other

countries. BEaigre reports and occasional Boviet press items
docusent at least five domestic incidents:

--1n 1948, workers at Soviet atomic energy installations
were said to have developed cataracts and other illnesses
because of radiatiom leaks.

-=-In 1958, an explosion at the Kyshtym facility near
Chelyabinsk contamisated moxre than 125,000 square
kilometers of Biberien ceowntryside.

-=-In 1943, appareat laxity im the handling of radiocactive
saterials led to a wave of leukemia cases in Moscow.

-=In 1963, Soviet scientiets reported unusual levels of

stroatiua in the Caspian sea., suggesting it had been used
as a nuclear waste dump.
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-=-ln 1966, the Soviet press took the unusual step of
denying rumors that nuclear power plants caused disease.
Ttud. for exzample, published the complaint of someone
1lv] nt near such & plast that “the high level of radio-
activity” might expliair "wly I am frequently sick.” The
paper 'e decicion te publish such & letter, even while

rejecting the premiee, suggests a nuclear episode at the
time,

Two emigre acoounts, Shores A. Medvedev's Nuclear Disaster
in the Urals (1979) and Boris Rosarov's The Destruction of
Neture in the Soviet Union (1980), provide detalile on these
spec ¢ inc 8. J.4 reperted that reactors were deliber-
ately built outside populeted areas to limit the number of
people who would be affiested Dy or be aware of probless.

Purthermsore, the autherities a.weys denied any report of a
probles.

That procedure has become less effective, however, as more
plants have been built, the escology movement has expanded, more
people have come in contact with such plants, and more ques-

Milie Huserous humint reports indicate that
rndiatlon no-o ie @ common fear in the Soviet Navy; that
there are opocial clinics for affected submariners: and even
that spinal taps are routinely aéministered to check for
radiation sickness. Inmaderuate quality control of reactor
system production and poor peectices by operating personnel
have led to a large mihrr of naval reactor problems, with
chronic reactor leaks beirg the wmost commonly noted. Some
classes are more affected tham others: the first-generation
Soviet nuclear submarinee (the H-clase S58BNs, E-class SSGNs,
and M-clase 88Ms) have motoriously bad propulsion plants. The
second-generation V-I-class 88%s and C-class SSGNs also have
been trouble-ridden. On several occasions, submarines' nuclear
powsr plants failed completsly, requiring the units to be towed
hoss. MWuclear propulsion probless have required individual
subsarines to be ocut of service for years at a time, and have
even necessitated scrapping a few of thea.
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HMEMORANDUK FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Radiological Health Consequences to Travellers
in the USSR - i
1. Summary. We continue to see no short term radiologic&i health

hazzards to persons outside the vicinity of Chernobyl (distances beyond
40-50 km). There can be long term consequences to people, particularly at
great distances, if radiocactive lodine-contaminated foodstuffs are
ingested.

2. Discussion. Although the total radiation released from Lhe damaged
reactor at Chernobyl was immense, possibly hundreds of millions of Curies,
most 1s either confined to the immediate vicinity of Chernobyl| or has been
dispersed widely, thus diluting its potency.

3. The radiation released can be divided into two classes--particulate
and gaseous. The particulates, which contain many long-lived, highly
radiocactive elements, settle out from the atmosphere within tens of
kilometers of the source. These particulates will represent the Soviets'
long term clean-up problem.

from the
eased at the
from the

This is

4. The radlation detected is predominately
gaseous releases. By far, the majority of these gases were re
instant of the reactor explosion. Thus, radiation readings fa
site should peak as this bow wave passes, then decline rapidly
true even though the damaged reactor

5. The primary gaseous releases
radioactive noble gases (zenon, krypton, etc.). These are dan
when concentrated because of the high energy (2 million electr
the gamma rays given off when they decay. But belng noble ele

erous gases
n volts) of
ents, they

cannot react chemically to form particulates, and are no danger to
foodstuffs. As the bow wave of these gases is dissipated, the danger
subsides.

6. At about the same time as the noble gases were released, major

amounts of gaseous iodine were released as well. The radiocactive lodine
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ecause the ganrz rays eritted are only about a tenth as energetic as for
es

cLadoc

7. lodine Is a great long term concern because it does chemically
react with the environment and does contaminate foodstuffs. The ma jor
health hazzard stems fror dairy cattle that ingest contaminated feed, and
concentrate the lodine in their milk. This, {n turn, i{s concentrated in
thyroid glands in people, particularly Infants, who drink the milk. Direct
inhalatlon is also a hazzard, though less radioactivity is concentrated In
the thyrold by this means. The carcinogenistic effect of this radioactive
fodine is well documented. Cancer of the thyroid {s fatal about 25 percent
of the time. Radioactive iodine has a half life of about eight days. This
reans that, for practical purposes, only food or milk produced within the
next few months will be a danger.

only concern might be If the reactor blows again as the Soviets pour water
on it to cool it off, and the winds were blowing to Kiev. Even then the
total dosage in Kiev should be within safe levels. Radiocactive fodine
levels will need to be monitored.

Gordon C. Oehler
Director !
Scientific and Weapons Résearch
Central Intelligence Agency
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Editorial 0-1848 (2UR67) May 1, 1986
NUCLEAR DISASTER AT CHERNOBYL

Anncr:

Next, a VOA Editorial, reflecting the views of the U.S. Government.

Voice:

Worldwide attention is focused on Chernobyl, a complex of nuclear power plants

[“sixty miles north of Kiev in the Soviet Ukraine, where a meltdown of the central ,(' 9 VA \45{

core of a nuclear reactor has taken place an explosnon that released

dangerous quantities of radiation. It is believed that the graphite housing of the _’ &A .

‘)ore may still be burning at Chernobyl, spewing particles of radioactive debris into g Jimf e

. explosion occurred.

Lthe atmosphere.

There seems little doubt that this is the most serious nuclear accident in hlstory> /\/ ;g (7>
Official Soviet press statements have termed it a “disaster,” and because the Soviets
rarely publicize news about any domestic catastrophes -- even earthquakes or floods
-- their use of the word “disaster “is especially significant.

Nuclear radiation in the atmosphere doesn’t respect national borders. It
disperses into the air of the planet and is therefore an international concern. The
reluctance of the Soviet Union to supply all of the details about the Chernobyl event _{ﬁw_
is especially disturbing. Within/hc the accident, radiation readingsin er Cl Dﬂ
Scandinavia were one hundred times higher than normal, but the Soviets didnt
alert the world to the event for more than a day, and then only after they received
an inquiry from the Swedish government. They didn‘tinform the International

Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna until Monday, April 28 -- two days after the

Officially, the Soviets claim that the situation at Chernobyl has stabilized, that
radiation levels are under control. Nevertheless{l::?(easked Sweden and West.
Germany for help, and there are unconfirmed rep of mass evacuations from the
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Chernobyl area. The United States has expressed regret to the Soviet government
about this tragedy, our concern about civilian casualties, and our readiness to
provide humanitarian and technical assistance as soon as possible. But as yet, th%
Soviets have not asked for our help.

American specialists want to share their knowledge and experience with Soviet
experts, for they know that sealing the damaged reactor, cleaning up the
surrounding environment, and treating the thousands of people potentially
affected by radiation is a difficult and extensive process. In 1979, there was a partial
meltdown at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania. Most of
the escaping radiation was contained, and there were no deaths or associated
illnesses among the nearby population. Nevertheless, the knowledge Americans
gained from their study of the Three Mile Island incident and the recommendations
forimmediate safety measures could be especially important to the Soviets at this

tragic time.

The extent of the Chernobyl catastrophe is not yet known, mainly because the

Soviet government has released so little information. Rumors and speculation

abound, and will continue to increase as long as the Soviets refuse to set the record

straight. American and Japanese tourists returning from the Kiev area, for example,

say they were warned about possible contamination of the drinking water, but

there have been no official cautions from the Kremlin. U.S. intelligence sources D —

believe there is reason to fear that a second reactor at Chernobyl may be in danger ﬂ\ﬁ 7 -—f

of meltdown; yet, again, there is no word from Moscow to confirm or deny this :

report. Mok 0
When it comes to nuclear safety, no one can stand on ceremony. The potential

dangers of human radiation poisoning and irreversible damage to the environment

are of worldwide concern, regardless of the reticent Soviet government’s desire to



avoid embarrassment. We want to help in whatever way we can -- to minimize
casualties, prevent further contamination, and to work with Soviet authorities to
make nuclear energy safe for the future.

Anncr: That was a VOA Editorial, reflecting the views of the U.S. Government.
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May 1, 1986

POLITICAL TALKING POINTS/THEMES

Whatever the cause of the accident, the Soviets' handling of the
accident reminds us of some things about the Soviet system.

E.G.:

- The Soviet attitude toward international obligations:

(@]

IAEA Experts' Guidelines (1983-84), which Soviet
experts participated in drafting, laid down standards
of conduct for such cases, including timely sharing of
information to affected states.

Other countries' ability to assess environmental
impact, hazards to health, and future extent of both,
is seriously hampered by withholding of facts about
cause and circumstances of the accident.

Demonstrates requirement for effective verification and
greater transparency in agreements reached with
U.5:8.R.

- Aspects of the Soviet system:

o}

o

Callousness toward their own people.

Misleading, even deceptive public statements. E.g.,
TASS's claim that this was first Soviet nuclear
accident, when we know of at least five (including a
major explosion in Siberia in 1958 that contaminated
more than 125,000 sg. km. of countryside).

Casts doubt on Gorbachev's pledges of "openness" and
his image as a "modern, enlightened" type of leader.
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REF: WARSAW 4452 (NOTAL)
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2. SUMMARY. A TELEVISION APPEARANCE OF SIX MEMBERS OF THE
GOP CHERNOBYL' EMERGENCY PANEL PROVIDED THE FIRST

OFF ICIAL FIGURES OF RADIATION LEVELS IN POLAND FOLLOWING
THE SOVIET NUCLEAR DISASTER. ACCORDING TO THEM, THE
MAXIMUM ABSORBED DOSE RATE ENCOUNTERED (IN_NORTHEAST
POLAND) WAS ABOUT lilllHES _BACKGROUND; THE MINIMUM

ABOUT THREE .TIMES_BACKGROUND. THE AVERAGE WAS ABOUT g.1
REM. THE_POPULATION WAS ASSURED THAT THIS LEVEL OF
EXPOSURE POSED NO HEALTH HAZARD. THE PANEL EXPLAINED

THE IODINE DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM (WHICH THEY EMPHASLZED AS
BEING NECESSARY). WHICH CONTINUES TO PROVIDE THE 10D INE
PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN BELOW AGE 16 EVEN ON THE MAY

DAY HOLIDAY. |T REPEATED EARLIER PUBL ISHED CAUTIONARY
MEASURES CONCERNING MILK FROM COWS GRAZING ON OPEN PASTURE.
IT RECOMMENDED WASHING ALL FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES.
THE TELECAST ALSO SHOWED AN OFFICIAL SOVIET REPORT ON
CHERNOBYL’ ALONG WITH A PURPORTED STILL SHOT OF THE
REACTOR AFTER THE DISASTER. END SUMMARY.

3. ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 38,_PQI|SH TFLFVIEWERS WERE
TREATED TO A REMARKABLE DISPLAY OF CANDOR (OR AT LEAST
OF SIMULATED "ANDOR) BY MEMBERS OF THE BLUE-RIBBON
PANEL HASTILY ASSEMBLED BY THE GOP ON MONDAY IN THE WAKE
OF THE CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR DISASTER. SIX MEMBERS OF THE
PANEL PARTICIPATED IN THE FIFTEEN-MINUTE "MEET THE
PRESS™ SESSION FOLLOWED BY PANEL RESPONSES TO

TELEPFONE INQUIRES FROM VIEWERS. PANELISTS WERE:
MINISTER OF HEALTH MIROSLAW CYBULKO; DOMESTIC

TRADE MINISTER JERZY JOZWIAK; DIRECTOR OF THE
INSTITUTE OF MOTHER AND CHILD PROF. KRYSTYNA BOZEK;
PROF. ZBIGNIEW JAWOROWSKI OF THE CENTRAL LABORATORY
FOR RADIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS; DIRECTOR OF THE

NATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AND RESEARCH AGENCY MIECZYSLAW
SOWINSKI; AND PROF. JANUSZ NAUMAN OF THE POSTGRADUATE
MEDICAL CENTER. THE PANELISTS BRIMMED

EXPERTISE AND EXUDED TRANQUILITY, OF COURSE

INTENDED TO ALLAY THE ANXIETIES OF THE POLISH PEOPLE.

4. PROF. JAWOROWSKI, WHO HAS BEEN PRINICPAL INVESTIGATOR
ON A MARIE SKLODOWSKA-CURIE FUND GRANT AND IS AN
INTERNATIONALLY-RESPECTED RADIOLOGICAL MEASUREMENTS
SPECIAL IST, PROVIDED WHAT IS THE "HARDEST" GOP DATA

TO DATE ON THE LEVELS OF ABSORBED RADIATION DOSE BY THE
POLISK POPULATION. HE SAID: A) THAT THE AVERAGE ABSORBED
DOSE THROUGH APRIL 3@ WAS ABOUT @.1 REM; B) THAT THE
HIGHEST LEVEL OF RADIATION EXPOSURE WAS SUCH THAT IF IT
WERE SUSTAINED FOR TEN DAYS IT WOULD RESULT IN AN ABSORBED
DOSE OF ABOUT 8.58 REM; C) THAT THE LOWEST ABOVE BACKGROUND
LEVEL REPORTED IN POLAND WAS ABOUT 58 TIMES LOWER, I.E.
@.0812 REM. HE ASSURED HIS VIEWERS THAT THESE DOSES WERE
NOTHING TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT SINCE THE "RECOMMENDED
ABSORBED DOSE LIMIT FOR INCIDENTS OF THIS SORT WAS 18 REMS."
(COMMENT: THIS LEVEL OF ABSORBED DOSE IS A LIMIT SET IN THE
US NATIONAL COUNCIL ON RADIATION PROTECTION MEASUREMENT
REPORT 39 FOR RADIATION WORKERS AS "A RETROSPECTIVE ANNUAL
DOSE . . . FOR DOSE INCREMENTS WELL DISTRIBUTED OVER TIME."
END COMMENT.)

HE CHOSE NOT TO TELL THE VIEWERS THAT THE RECOMMENDED
LIMIT ON ABSORBED DOSE FOR THE GENERAL POPULATION

IS ONLY 8.17 REM, PRESUMABLY SINCE THE QUOTE AVERAGE

UNQUOTE ACCUMULATED DOSE WAS ALREADY @.18 REM. IN EFFECT
HE WAS ENLISTING THE WHOLE POPULATION OF POLAND INTO THE
FRATERNITY OF RADIATION WORKERS, AN HONOR FOR WHICH THEY
WERE NOT PREPARED. HAVING SELECTED THE 18 REM LIMIT,
JAWOROWSK| THEN ATTEMPTED A REDUCTION (#) AD ABSURDUM OF
CONCERN ABOUT POTENTIAL ABSORBED DOSE LEVELS BY
POINTING OUT THAT EVEN IF THE MAXIMUM RADIATION LEVELS
PERSISTED FOR 188 DAYS--A PROPOSITION WHICH HE REJECTED
AS RIDICULOUS--THE TOTAL ABOSRBED DOSE WOULD

BE BELOW THE 18 REM LEVEL.

S. JAWOROWSKI| SAID THAT THE RADIATION WAS FIRST DETECTED
IN POLAND DURING SUNDAY NIGHT, APRIL 27; SOWINSKI HASTENED
TO ADD THAT THIS FIRST DETECTION OCCURRED IN NORTHEAST
POLAND. SOWINSKI ALSO SAID THAT THE RADIATION LEVEL
“STABIL 1ZED" (READ PEAKED) ON APRIL 29 AND THAT THE

QUOTE AVERAGE UNQUOTE HAS BEEN DROPPING SINCE THEN.
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WERE IN DANGER FROM THE RADIATION. RATHER, SHE SAID, THEY
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8758

INFO EASTERN EUROPEAN POSTS PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 30838
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 1837
AMEMBASY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 8743
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PRIORITY 8529
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY £388
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 8835

USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 8267

CONF I N T 1 AL SECTION @2 OF @3 WARSAW 04476

HE CONCEDED THAT LOCAL INCREASES ARE BEING OBSERVED

BECAUSE OF WEATHER PATTERN VARIATIONS, BUT HE REPEATED

THAT THE OVERALL LEVEL 1S DROPPING. CYBULSKI URGED THAT

ALL GREEN VEGETABLES BE WASHED THOROUGHLY BEFORE CONSUMPTION
AND REPEATED THE RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED IN THE PRESS

THAT MILK FROM COWS GRAZING ON OPEN PASTURES NOT BE CONSUMED

HE APPEALED TO THE FARMER'S SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO
SOCIETY TO STOP DEL IVERING SUCH MILK TO PICK-UP POINTS.

6. PROFESSOR BOZEK DESCRIBED THE IODINE DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAM WHOSE PURPOSE WAS PROPHYLACTIC. JOZWIAK ASSURED

THE PUBLIC THAT THERE WAS NOT A SHORTAGE OF IO0DINE SOLUT ION
AND THAT CLINICS WOULD ADMINISTER THE DOESE THROUGHOUT

THE MAY 1 HOLIDAY. (COMMENT: POTASSIUM IODINE IS AN
ABUNDANT CHEMICAL PRESUMABLY AVAILABLE IN POLAND IN
SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES FOR THIS PROGRAM. AS IS WELL KNOWN
MEDICINES ARE CONTINUALLY IN SHORT SUPPLY IN POLAND; VITAMIN
PILLS AND ASPIRINS ARE |NFORMALLY RATIONED. THE GOP MUST

BE PLEASED TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM

FOR WHICH THEY CAN SUPPLY THE PRESCRIBED QUOTE CURE
UNQUOTE. END COMMENT.) THE IODINE TREATMENT WAS RECOMMENDED
FOR CHILDREN BELOW 16 YEARS OF AGE ALL OVER POLAND

(COMMENT: NO DATA ON IODINE 131 CONCENTRATION WAS PRESENTED.
JAWOROWSKI SAID IN EFFECT THAT THE RADIATION EXPOSURE

OVER THE COUNTRY VARIED BY A FACTOR OF ABOUT FIFTY. WHILE
|ODINE TREATMENT MAY HAVE MADE SENSE FOR CHILDREN IN

THE HIGHEST EXPOSURE AREAS, IT CANNOT MAKE SENSE

FOR THOSE IN THE LOW EXPOSED AREAS WHERE HIS DATA IMPLIES
SUPPLIES SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER ABSORBED DOSES. END

COMMENT.) BOZEK DID NOT THINK THAT DAILY WASHING OF
CHILDREN'S HAIR AND CLOTHING WAS DEMANDED BY THE RADIATION
SITUATION BUT SHE ALLOVED THAT SUCH A PRACTICE WAS
COMMENDABLE EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF A RADIATION EMERGENCY.

7. BOZEK ALSO ADDRESSED THE CONCERNS OF PREGNANT WOMEN.
SHE ASSURED THEM THAT NEITHER THEY NOR THEIR UNBORN CHILDREN

WERE IN GREATER DANGER FROM THE MOTHER-TO-BE GETTING
UPSET AND GENERATING INTERNAL STRESS. IODINE TREATHENT
WAS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PREGNANT WOMEN.

8. IT RAINED A BIT THE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 38. IN RESPONSE
TO A QUESTION, JAWOROWSKI WELCOMED THE RAIN AND WISHED THAT
MORE WOULD FALL ESPECIALLY FROM HIGH ALTITUDE CLOUDS.

THIS, HE SAID, WOULD PRECIPITATE THE RADIOACTIVE PARTICLES,
WASH PLANTS, PASTURES, ETC AND WOULD HASTEN THE RETURN

OF THE RADIATION LEVEL TO BACKGROUND LEVELS.

9. CYBULSKI REPORTED ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

INCIDENT INFORMATION CENTERS IN EACH REGION VOYEVOD
HEALTH OFF ICE AND URGED THE POPULATION TO MAKE USE OF
THESE CENTERS. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE PANEL WOULD REPEAT
A TELEVISION APPEARACHE SHOULD THE SITUATION WARRANT.

10. THE SAME NEWSCAST WHICH TELEVISTED THIS SESSION WITH
THE PANEL ALSO BROADCAST THE OFFICIAL SOVIET TELEVISION
REPORT ON CHERNOBYL. IT INCLUDED A STILL PICTURE OF THE
REACTOR WHICH SHOMWED HALF THE BUILDING SEVERELY DAMAGED,
THE OTHER HALF APPARENTLY INTACT. THE NEWSCASTER SAID
THAT A) THE SITUATION WAS UNDER CONTROL, B) ONLY TWO
PEOPLE HAD DIED, C) WESTERN MEDIA WERE EXAGGERATING THE
MAGNITUDE OF THE ACCIDENT, AND D) ABOUT 178 PEOPLE WERE
HOSPITAL IZED AND 49 RELEASED.

11. COMMENT: DATA PROVIDED BY JAWOROWSKI IMPLY THAT THE
PEAK ABSORBED DOES RATE LEVEL OBSERVED IN POLAND WAS ABOUT
2.3 MILLIREM PER HOUR. ASSUMING A BACKGROUND LEVEL OF 138
MILLIREM PER YEAR, THIS MEANS THAT THE MAXIMUM ABSORBED
DOES LEVEL WAS ABOUT 158 TIMES BACKGROUND. THIS DATA ALSO
IMPLY A LOW END ABSORBED DOSE LEVEL OF ABOUT 3 TIMES
BACKGROUND.

12. THE GOP SHOULD RECEIVE HIGH MARKS FOR TRYING TO
RESPOND TO SOCIETAL CONCERNS. HOWEVER, SCICOUNS WATCHED
THE PROGRAM IN THE COMPANY OF AN QUOTE ORDINARY UNQUOTE
POLE WHOSE COMMENT WAS THAT THEY WERE LYING. SCICOUNS’
ASSURANCES THAT THERE WERE DISTINGUISHED SCIENTISTS

DID NOT CONVINCE HIS POLISH COMPANION. THAT THE

POL ISH PERSON- IN-THE-STREET DOESN'T BELIEVE THE GOP

WAS EVIDENCED BY THE NEAR PANIC BUYING OF BUTTER, POWDERED
MILK, BREAD, ETC IN ANTICIPATION OF SHORTAGES WHICH
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CAN NOW BE BLAMED ON RADIATION CONTAMINATION. THE

IODINE DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM SHOULD WIN KUDOS FOR THE

GOP; THEY HAVE ACTED QUICKLY, FORCEFULLY, WITH SEMMING
CONCERN FOR THE POEPLE AS ITS OVERRIDING GOAL, A STROKE OF
GENIUS. OF COURSE, THEY HAVE OTHER MOTIVES FOR THEIR ACTION
THEY MUST AVERT PANIC, REDUCE A FURTHER BUILD-UP OF ANTI-
SOVIET SENTIMENT, AND PRESERVE THEIR ABILITY TO CONTINUE
THEIR OWN NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM

13. ADDITIONAL UNEVALUATED DATA. IN CONVERSATION LAST
NIGHT, THE RECTOR OF WARSAW UNIVERSITY (STRICTLY PROTECT)
WHO IS HIMSELF A PHYSICIST, TOLD THE CHARGE THAT RADIATION
LEVELS IN WARSAW ON APRIL 3@ WERE 15 TO 30 TIMES
BACKGROUND AT VARIOUS TIMES DURING THE DAY, THAT A SAMPLE
OF DUST FROM AN AUTOMOBIL JUST RETURNED FROM THE NORTHEAST
HAD BEEN ANALYZED AND SHOWED RADIATION AT 300 TIMES NORMAL
LEVELS, AND THAT AIRCRAFT MEASUREMENTS IN THE HIGH ALTITUDE
CLOUD OVER NORTHEAST POLAND ©OATE NOT SPECIFIED)
REGISTERED RADIATION AT 100@8@ TIMES BACKGROUND. HE
DESCRIBED NORMAL BACKGROUND RADIATION IN WARSAW AS ABOUT
10@¢ C.P.M. ON A GEIGER COUNTER.

DAVIS

BT
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4281

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7223
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4562

USDOE WASHDC [IMMEDIATE

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST IMMEDIATE 2381
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1452
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 6261
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2814
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE S178
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1188
AMEMBASSY 0SLO IMMEDIATE 2415
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3481
AMEMBASSY WARSAW IMMEDIATE 3681
UNVIE MISSION VIENNA IMMEDIATE

Goeblecfifeerfmpfpnfe SECT|ON 81 OF 82 MOSCOW 87457

PASS S/NP: AMBASSADOR KENNEDY

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR

SUBJECT: CHERN . CIDENT: REPORT NO. 7,
i AS OF 1438 GMT MAY 1 .

REF: MOSCOW 7427

1. =COMPTOENTHAY - ENTIRE TEXT.

SUMMARY:

2. THE SOVIETS HAVE PROVIDED THE DUTCH AND OTHER
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WITH MINIMAL INFORMATION ON THE
CHERNOBYL’ DISASTER IN A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT TO
DISCOURAGE EVACUATION OF TOURISTS. EC COUNTRIES
CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR FULLER INFORMATION

END SUMMARY

3. THE DUTCH DCM (PROTECT) GAVE POLCOUNS THE FOLLOWING
READOUT ON AN APRIL 30 MEETING THEIR AMBASSADOR HAD
WITH THE SOVIETS.

TURNAROUND:

4. AS OF LATE AFTERNOON APRIL 3@, THE MFA OFFICIALLY
WAS STATING IT WAS NOT COMPETENT TO ADDRESS THE

DTG: @11737Z MAY 86 PSN:B15798

NUCLEAR ACCIDENT ISSUE, IT WOULD NOT RECEIVE THE
DUTCH, AND DEPFONMIN KOVALEV WAS “OUT OF TOWN."
THEY REFERRED THE DUTCH TO THE STATE COMMITTEE FOR
ATOMIC ENERGY’S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTHMENT
LATER, THE DUTCH PASSED ON TO NIKIFOROV OF MFA
PROTOCOL THE EC'S APPEAL THAT THE USSR HELP EC
CITIZENS WHO WANTED TO LEAVE THE AREA. LATE AT
NIGHT, HOWEVER, THE MFA CALLED IN AT LEAST UK,
FRENCH, AUSTRIAN, FINNISH AND DUTCH, AND PERHAPS
OTHERS, TO ADDRESS THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT.

DUTCH READOUT

5. KOVALEV HAD WITH HIM A.M. PETROSYANTS, (CHAIRMAN,
STATE COMMITTEE FOR THE UTILIZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY)
AMBASSADOR VLADIMIR PETROVSKIY, AND AN MFA OFFICIAL.
KOVALEV OPENED WITH A STATEMENT SIMILAR TO THE ONE
READ TO THE UK AMBASSADOR (SEPTEL). IT SAID THE

USSR UNDERSTOOD THE DISQUIET OF OTHER COUNTRIES,
WHICH THE USSR SHARED, BUT THE SOVIET UNION WISHED
T0 PROVIDE AS FULL INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER
TO ALLEVIATE THESE ANXIETIES. THE USSR APPRECIATED
THE VARIOUS OFFERS OF HELP BUT THEY WERE NOT
NECESSARY SINCE THE USSR HAD ALL THE SCIENTIFIC

AND TECHNICAL MEANS NECESSARY.

CURRENT STATUS:

6. KOVALEV THEN ADDRESSED REACTOR NO. 4, STATING
THAT THE LEAKAGE HAD STOPPED, THE REACTOR WAS NOT
WORKING, AND THERE WERE NO FURTHER POLLUTING
EMISSIONS. THE THREE OTHER PLANTS WERE ON “RESERVE"
(STANDBY BASIS), AND ALL ATTENTION WAS DIRECTED AT

PLANT NO. 4, INCLUDING LIQUIDATING THE CONSEQUENCES
OF THE INCIDENT.

WESTERN PRESS COMPLAINT:

7. KOVALEV PROTESTED WESTERN PRESS COVERAGE WHICH
HE SAID EXAGGERATED THE EVENT, CAUSING “EMOTIONAL
REACTIONS" IN THE WEST. HE SAID HE HOPED THE
INFORMAT ION PROVIDED WOULD DO AWAY WITH THESE
EMOTIONAL REACTIONS.

DUTCH RESPONSE:

8. AFTER REPEATING PRIOR EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY AND
OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE, THE DUTCH REAFF IRMED THEIR
APPEAL FOR THE SOVIETS TO ASSIST EC NATIONALS WHO
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DTG: 8117372 MAY 86 PSN: 815794

TOR: 121/18801 CSN: HCES72 THE EFFECT THAT CONTAMINATION RATES SEVEN TIMES
NORMAL WERE NOT THREATENING. HE SAID KIEV’S NORMAL
READING WAS ZERO WHILE ITS CURRENT READING WAS

0.075 MILLIREMS PER HOUR; THIS WAS NOTHING TO BE
WORRIED ABOUT. IN CONCLUSION, HE SAW NO NEED FOR
TOURISTS TO EVACUATE. HE SAID THE DUTCH NOW HAD
WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: ALL THE INFORMATION ON WHICH THE SOVIET COUNCIL

SIT: SIT OF MINISTERS HAD DECIDED EARL IER THE SAME DAY NOT TO
EOB: HAVE A SECOND EVACUATION. (SEE SEPTEL ON PETROSYANTS
----------------------------------------------------------------------- COMMENTS TO THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR.)

PAGE 01 HOSCOW 7457

EOB629 ANBO3B18

DISTRIBUTION: MAN-g1 DOBR-@1 KRAM-@1 SOMM-B1 RODM-€1 LENC-81
MAT-81 /807 A2

HEALTH SERVICE FOR FOREIGNERS:

oPUWEED 0 eessestsEseceisctenieiicses

STUBG6S
DE RUEHMO #7457/082 1211741 11. KOVALEV ADDED THAT THE UKRAINIAN AND BYLEORUSSIAN

0 8117377 MAY 86 MINISTRIES OF PUBLIC HEALTH HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS OF FOREIGNERS CONCERNED ABOUT
THE HEALTH ASPECT. AS OF THE MORNING OF APRIL 38, A

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4292

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7224
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4563

USDOE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST IMMEDIATE 2392
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1453

CLINIC HAD ALSO BEEN OPENED IN MOSCOW TO CHECK
FOREIGNERS AS WELL. THE SOVIETS WOULD ALSO BE
HAVING MORE CONTACT ON THIS MATTER, SO IT WAS
GROUNDLESS TO ADVISE TOURISTS TO EVACUATE. THE
DUTCH UNDERTOOK TO FORWARD THE SOVIET INFORMATION
FOR ANALYSIS. HARTMAN

BT

AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 8262
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2815
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE 5171
AMEMBASSY LONDON |MMEDIATE 1188
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 2416
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3482
AMEMBASSY WARSAW IMMEDIATE 3692
UNVIE MISSION VIENNA IMHMEDIATE

CONF T\Q\E\f T | AL SECTION B2 OF @2 MOSCOW 87457

PASS S/NP: AMBASSADOR KENNEDY

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR
SUBJECT: CHERNOBYL’ NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. 7,

DESIRED TO LEAVE, AND CALLED FOR A FULLER AND MORE
PROMPT SOVIET PROVISION OF INFORMATION.

PETROSYANTS INTERVENTION:

9. KOVALEV ASKED PETROSYANTS TO PROVIDE MORE
INFORMATION. PETROSYANTS REVIEWED SOVIET PUBLIC
DATA ON DEATHS, HOSPITALIZATIONS AND RELEASES.

HE THEN ADDED THAT THE INCIDENT HAD BEEN "VERY
COMPL ICATED." HE SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO BELITTLE
THE MATTER, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT STATE WHAT THE
COMPL ICATIONS WERE. A “LONG TIME™ WOULD BE
REQUIRED TO LIQUIDATE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE
INCIDENT. THE CLOUD WHICH FORMED "ORIGINALLY" HAD
BEEN DANGEROUS: IT CONTAINED NOBLE GASES
("BLAGORODNIYE GAZI") LIKE KRYPTON, BUT ALSO
STRONTIUM 96 AND OTHERS, ALTHOUGH THESE WERE ONLY
A MINOR PART OF THE TOTAL EMISSION.

18. SINCE THE LEAKAGE HAD STOPPED, THE SITUATION
VAS IMPROVING, PETROSYANTS ADDED. HOWEVER, HE
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT LOCAL CLIMATE COULD BE AFFECTED
HE SAID THE CURRENT READING FOR VILNIUS WAS B.04
MILLIREMS PER HOUR, BUT THIS COULD RISE TO 8. 87
MILL IREMS PER HOUR. HE CITED SWEDISH SOURCES TO

CONFIBENTIAL
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WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT: VP SIT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4280

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 7222
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4561

USDOE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST IMMEDIATE 2338
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST IMMEDIATE 1451
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 2268
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 2813
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI IMMEDIATE 5169
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 1187
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 2414
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 3438
AMEMBASSY WARSAW IMMEDIATE 3638

CONF I\N T | AL MOSCOW £7456

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, UR

SUBJECT: C . ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. 6,
- AS OF 1300 GMT MA ¢

REF:  MOSCOW 7427
1. CONFNTIM - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. A WEST GERMAN BUSINESSMAN, EQUIPPED WITH A
GEIGER COUNTER AND WITH EXPERIENCE IN ITS USE,
ARRIVED IN KIEV YESTERDAY FROM MOSCOW. IN A PHONE
CONVERSATION WITH THE FRG EMBASSY THIS AFTERNOON,
THE BUSINESSMAN REPORTED MEASURING A RADIATION LEVEL
IN THE STREETS OF KIEV OF 8.8 MILLIREMS PER HOUR;
WITHIN HIS HOTEL ROOM, HE RECORDED 8.22 MILLIREMS
PER HOUR, UP FROM ZERO AT ARRIVAL. THE WIND IN

KIEV 1S NOW BLOWING NORTH-TO-SOUTH.

3. IN A RECEPTION HONORING THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT

OF PAN AM SERVICE, THE AMBASSADOR POINTEDLY TOLD

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF AVIATION HOW BADLY THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT IS HANDL ING THE CHERNOBYL’ CRISIS AND TO
INFORM THE LEADERSHIP, OR THIS REVIVED TOURIST

LINK WILL SUFFER BECAUSE OF TRAVELLERS’ WELL-FOUNDED

CONCERNS. INTERESTINGLY, A CHICAGO TOUR REPRESENTATIVE

TOLD THE 10 THAT AN INTOURIST OFF ICIAL COMPLAINED THAT
THEY HAD SPENT ALL DAY APRIL 29 TAKING CANCELLATIONS
OF TOURS.

SECRETARIAT

4. AN AUSTRALIAN EMBOFF WAS RETURNING TO MOSCOW
FRIDAY NIGHT BY TRAIN, WHICH WAS STOPPED FOR 3 HOURS
JUST OUTSIDE KIEV, SUPPOSEDLY BECAUSE A FREIGHT
TRAIN HAD DERAILED. WHEN THEY GOT TO KIEV AT 8308
SATURDAY MORNING, HE SAW AN UNUSUALLY LARGE NUMBER
OF PEOPLE MILLING AROUND THE STATION, INCLUDING A
LOT OF YOUNG SOLDIERS.

5. ACCORDING TO A NORWEGIAN EMBOFF, THE EC AMBASSADORS
HAVE BEEN CALLED TO A MEETING AT THE MFA TODAY AT
1680 MOSCOW TIME. WE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED A READOUT.

6. CONTRARY TO RUMORS WHICH ARE WORKING THEIR WAY
INTO WESTERN PRESS REPORTS, NEITHER THE BRITISH NOR
THE SWEDISH EMBASSIES ARE OFFERING TO EVACUATE THEIR
DEPENDENTS.

7. EMBOFFS TALKED WITH AMERICAN STUDENTS IN THE
PROGRESSIVE TOUR GROUP WHICH RETURNED THIS MORNING
FROM KIEV AND DEPARTED THIS AFTERNOON FOR LONDON
KIEV, IN THEIR VIEW, HAD A SURFACE CALM ABOUT IT
WHICH BELIED A DEVELOPING UNEASINESS. WHEN FIRST
TOLD BY THE STUDENTS ABOUT WESTERN RADIO STORIES
OF A MAJOR DISASTER AT THE CHERNOBYL' NUCLEAR
POMER PLANT, THEIR UKRAINIAN FRIENDS WERE HIGHLY
SKEPTICAL. AS THE STUDENTS BECAME CONCERNED TO
THE POINT OF DRINKING ONLY BOTTLED WATER, T-CIR
CONTACTS BEGAN TO ACCEPT THE NOTION THAT CLEARLY
SOMETHING HAD GONE WRONG UP THERE, BUT TRIED TO
RECONCILE IT AGAINST OFFICIAL SOVIET STATEMENTS

BY SAYING, "IF THERE IS ACTUALLY A SERIOUS PROBLEM,
WOULDN’T “THEY’ (I.E., THE GOVERNMENT) BE DOING

SOMETING ABOUT KIEV -- EVACUATING, AT LEAST, THE
WOMEN AND CHILDREN, OR WARNING US, OR TAKING SOME
PRECAUTIONS?" THE BRITISH EMBASSY REPORTS THAT THE
GROUP WAS TOLD BY BRITISH AIRWAYS THAT, BESIDES THE
PHYSICAL EXAM REQUIRED BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES BEFORE
DEPARTURE, AIRLINES’ DOCTOR WOULD ADMINISTER ANOTHER
EXAM AND, IN ADDITION, PROVIDE CLEAN TRACK SUITS

FOR THE STUDENTS TO WEAR ABOARD THE PLANE.

8. THREE BRITISH STUDENTS, TWO FROM KIEV AND ONE
FROM MINSK, ECHOED REPORTS OF CALM, BUT THE TWO FROM
KIEV ADDED THAT THERE WAS INCREASED ROAD TRAFFIC
OUTSIDE OF THE CITY. THEY DID NOT NOTE AN OVERLY
LARGE PERCENTAGE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES IN THE TRAFFIC,
DESCRIBING |T AS ESSENTIALLY THE USUAL, BUT MORE OF
IT. HARTMAN
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E0BO6S ANDB2824 TOR: 121/140¢Z CSN:ACES 00 5. WE URGE DEPARTMENT INSURE THAT STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED
------------------------------------------------------- TO SOVIET SPOKESMEN WERE IN FACT ISSUED IN AN OFF ICIAL

DISTRIBUTION: MAN-81 DOBR-81 KRAM-£1 SOMM-@1 RODM-81 LENC-@1 CAPACITY. HARTHAN

MAT-81 /887 A2 BT
WHSR COMMENT: -CHERNOBYL FIRE UPDATE--

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT: SIT
EOB:

OP IMMED
UTS9424
DE RUEHMO #7452 1211353
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CONF T\B\E\r T I AL MOSCOW 07452

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: KSCA, TRGY, SENV, CASC, OPRC, UR

SUBJECT: Glﬁllgllhﬂ NUCLEAR ACCIDENT: REPORT NO. $
: : :

REF: (A} STATE 135824, (B) MOSCOW 67281,
- (C) MOSCOW 87317

1. CONE}bﬁsllﬂl - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. PRESS GUIDENCE OF APRIL 38 (REFTEL A) NOTES
STATEMENT BY SOVIET SPOKESMAN THAT TRAVEL TO KIEV
“MAY BE DANGEROUS." EMBASSY BECAME AWARE OF AP
STORY WITH THIS QUOTE AT ABOUT 1588 MOSCOW TIME ON
APRIL 38 (REFTEL B). |0 VERNER CALLED SAZANOV
IMMEDIATELY, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO REACH HIM FOR MORE
THAN AN HOUR. WHEN CONTACT WAS MADE VERNER READ THE
AP QUOTE TO SAZANOV AND ASKED HIM TO CONFIRM THE
STATEMENT.

3. SAZANOV ADMITTED SAYING THAT IT MIGHT BE DANGEROUS
IN KIEV, BUT HE SAID THIS WAS INTENDED AS A REPLY TO

A QUESTION ON TRAVEL AND NOT AS AN OFF ICIAL STATEMENT DECLASS'F'ED

ON THE SITUATION IN THAT CITY. HE WAS UPSET AT BEING
QUOTED (REFTEL C). WHEN VERNER ASKED WHETHER EMBASSY {
PERSONNEL OR JOURNALISTS COULD TRAVEL TO KIEV, SAZANOV NLRR (o1 ,0‘//

REPLIED, QUOTE NO, KIEV HAS BEEN CLOSED END QUOTE.
BY AT NARADATE 4/Z0/0€

4. A SUBSEQUENT CALL TO THE TRAVEL OFFICE AT THE
FOREIGN MINISTRY DREW THE REPLY QUOTE KIEV 1S CLOSED FOR
#EASONS OF A TEMPORARY NATURE END QUOTE. THE SAME

REPLY WAS RECEIVED THIS AFTERNOON.

CONFNDENTIAL
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