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Unite•I Stal<"!< Department of State 

January 28, 1933 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Assistant Secretary of State for Congressional Affairs 
Powell A. Moore promised in his January 7 letter to keep you 
abreast of developments on the issues raised by the August 1982 
Department of State Bulletin article .. Armenian Terrorism: A 
Profile." In this regard, I am writing to you on behalf of the 
Department of State. 

Ed Derwinski, I and other Department officials participated 
on January 12 in a frank, cordial, and mutually educational 
meeting with five individuals reflecting a broad cross-section 
of the Armenia'n-American community. At this meeting, I 
explained that since assuming my position as Assistant 
Secretary for Public Affairs last summer, I had carefully 
investigated the circumstances surrounding the publication of 
the article on Armenian terrorism and its accompanying 
footnotes. The article. was published as part of a special 
section on terrorism intended to convey the Depurtrnent's 
serious concern over terrorism, whatever the group or the 
justification invoked for violent· actions. The _az:ticle on 
Armenian terrorism was published, not as an official statement 
of policy but as an article of interest. After its publication 
and receipt of inquiries, we published in the very next edition 
of the Bulletin (September) the editor's note which follows: 

The article, ••Armenian Terrorism: A Profile," 
which appeared in the feature on terrorism in the 
August 1982 issue of the Bulletin, does not neces­
sarily reflect an official position of the Department 
of State, and the interpretive comments in the 
article are solely those of the author. 

The Honorable 
Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., 

Speaker, 
House of Representatives. 
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The Armenian-Americans with whom we met raised no objection 
to the September editor's note in itself. Nonetheless, I want 
to confirm to you as we did to them that neither t_he August 
footnote nor the article represented an to 
official_position of the Department of State. Puo.i.:ication of 
the article and the footnote represented f\O _poli£Y cba,_nge by 
the Department. 

I appreciate your directing our attention to this problem 
and giving us the opportunity to clarify the matter. I 
that you find the above explanation helpful. 

Si n'Cerely, 

ohn Hughes 
tant Secretary 

P blic Affairs and 
Department Spokesman 









··United Stalt':-> Hcparl11wnl of Stale 

WQshington, D.C. 20520. ~ ~ 

November 16, 1982 

Dear Ms. Akgulian: 

With reference to your letter of November 3, I am 
sorry that you found anything objectionable in my 
presentation. I should like to point out, however, that 
I was not referring to "the Armenian situation," but 
rather to the actions of a small, unrepresentative group 
which has engaged in tecrorist tactics -- tactics to 
which you yourself are "totally opposed," according to 
your letter. 

As to my reference to the. "alleged" genocide, this 
is in fact the position taken by the Department of State. 
While many groups use the term genocide to describe the 
events of 1915-16, the Turkish Government avers that the 
term is not accurate. The United States Government takes 
no position on this issue. Whatever took plac.e seventy 
years ago, you and I can agree on our opposition to ter-
rorist tactics and it was to that point that I was 
speaking. 

I appreciate that the term "alleged" offends you, 
but it is accurate in this case -- one side alleges that 
genocide took place, the other denies it. The important 
thing from the United States' point of view is that all 
terrorism be stopped, regardless of the specific histor­
ical circumstances wbich gave rise to it. On this I 
hope we can agree. 

Sincerely, 

.:..... . 

Norman Antokol 
Off ice for Combatting Terrorism 

Ms. Rose Akgulian, 
422 South Street, 

Racine, Wisconsin 53402. 





~JfR Doc. 81-12627 

filed 4-23-al: 10:52 amf 

Billing code 3195--01-M 

PrQclamation 4838 of April 22, 1981 

Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to the victims of the Nazi 
Holocaust. Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible 
moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history of 
our world. 

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and sick 
destructiveness, the world came to a vivid and tragic understanding of the evil 
it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those names­
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, Treblinka and so many others-became 
synonymous with horror. 

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers, the inhuman crematoria, and the 
thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now 
part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how 
precious is civilization, how important is liberty, and how heroic is the human 
spirit. 

Like the genocide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of the 
Cambodians which followed it-and like too many other such persecutions of 
too many other peoples-the lessons of the Holocaust must never be forgotten. 

As part of its mandate, the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed to 
designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national. civic commemoration 
of the Holocaust, and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observances 
throughout the United States. This year, the national Days of Remembrance 
will be observed on April 26 through May 3. · 

NOW, THEREFORE, I. RONALD REAGAN. President of the United States of 
America, do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this solemn 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. with appropriate study, 
prayers and commemoration, as a tribute to the spirit of freedom and justice 
which Americans fought so hard and well to preserve. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of April, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independ­
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 





tt'l:c .~przilt.rr'• ~oomss 
it.~. J·fo1:sr of ~prurrrtafwrs 

~.u~r1u1_gti:m, c!J.G!. 20515 

The Honorable John Hughes 
Assistant Secretary for 

Public Affairs and 
Department Spokesman 

February 8, 1983 

United States Department of State 
Washington, D. c. 20520 

Dear Secretary Hughes: 

Thank you for your response to my letter of December 9 
to Secretary Schultz. 

I am pleased to learn that the note accompanying the 
article entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" which appeared 
in the August 1982 issue of the Department of State Bulletin 
represents neither an effort to present the official position 
of the Department nor a change of policy~ 

Given the contrary impression conveyed by the note and the 
grave concern expressed to the Department by many people I had 
hoped that your response would have included an unequivocal re­
traction of the note, as well as, a reaffirmation of the fact of 
the Armenian genocide. Nonetheless, I infer from the Department's 
clarification that there is no change in this Nation's historic 
recognition of the Armenian genocide as reaffirmed recently by 
President Reagan in Proclamation 4838. 

An explicit confirmation of my inference by the Department 
of State would be most helpful so that any remaining ambiguity 
regarding the position of the United States in this matter is 
eliminated. 

Sincerely, A 
~.~~v-
The Speaker 





JAMES J. HOWARD 
~ DtS'nllCT, Nr:w .Jaqa 

CH.AIRMAN 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS 

AND TRANSPORTATION 

FRANKL.IN DEl..ANO ROOSEVEL. T 
"4£MORIAL COMMISSION 

etonnrtss of tbt Wnitcb ~tatcs 
1{Jouse of l\rpresentatibes 

Hon. Powell A. Moore 
Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
Department of State 
Washington. O.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

lla4£nitott, ll.(. 20515 
February 25. 1983 

WASHINGTON Ol?'ll;S; 
U4!1 RAY9URN HOUSE °"1'1CE aun.DING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. IOSIS 

'l"El...t"H0N£: (202) US-U71 

OfSTIUCT O,.F'ICUr 

908 !Sn.MAR ""-"ZA 
lk:LMAR, NEW .JP•EY 07'7Ut 
T~, (ZOt) 111-UZt 

15 EAs1' MAIN $Tftll:ET 

f'RUHOl.O, Ns;w .J-EY 077U 

· ~ uod .u1-tu0 

Thank you for your response to my· 1 etter of December 3, 1982, to 
Secretary Schultz. Although the Editor's note appearing in the September 
edition of the Department's Bulleti·n is a step in the right direction, 
it is far from adequate in either tone ar substance. Merely asserting 
that the article in question 11does not necessarily reflect an official 
position of the Department of State" fails, in light of the historical 
facts (including Ambassador Morgenthau 1 s telegrams), to constitute an 
adequate clarification of the Department's position. Under the present 
circumstances, only an unqualified acknowledgement would be acceptable. 

It must be remembered that while the fact of Turkish guilt has yet 
to be admitted, memories of this century's first genocide burn painfully 
in the hearts of Armenians throughout the world. Any American failure 
to fully recognize the copiously documented fact of the Armenian genocide 
represents a grievous and wholly inexcusable error on the part of the 
State Department. With tl:te advent of Presidential Proclamation 4838, 
the Department's position also represents a glaring policy inconsistency. 

The ambivalence of the State Department on this issue will not fade 
unnoticed into bureaucratic oblivion.. As long as the legacy of this human 
tragedy lingers in the minds of Armenians, as long as the accuracy of the 
historical record remains a casuality of State Department policy, American 
honor. wi 11 remain i a question. I trust that you will soon contact me 
regarding a permanent resolution of this issue. 

JJH:ff/rl 

Sincerely, 

JAMES J. HOWARD 
Member of Congress 



.JAMES J. FLORIO 
tlT OtlTNCT, NlW .111110' 

COMMITTUI: 
INlllGV AHO COMMlllCI 

OWRMAN. 
2192 llAVllUllN HOUIE OfflCE IUILDIHG 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20611 

€OU!lft.S.S Of tht tlnfttd ~tatt.S 
fl.oust of Rrprtsmtatitlts 
~ashinjton, I'.~. -20515 

COMMERCE. lllAHSPORTATIOH ANO 
TOVflJSM IUBCOMMITTU 

12<>21 22MIOI 

t COL4Y AvtNUE. # 16-17 
STllATl'ORO. NEW JERSEY 010'4 

ceotl 121..a222 

flE1.D OR'IClt. 
W0008UllY, tl.J, 

UMOEN.IU. 

Honorable Powell A. Moore 
Assistant Secretary for 

Congressional Relations 

February 23, 1983 

United States Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Secretary Moore: 

Oll!llStGHT AHO IHVESTIGATIONS 
IUBCOMMITTU 

INTtfllOR AND IHSULAll AFFAlllS 

ENERGY ANO THt: 
IHlllRONMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 

OvtllSl(IHT AHO INVEITIGATIONI 
IUICOMMITTU 

llUCT COMMmU ON AGING 

HUMAlf IEIMCU 
IUICOMMIT'ffl 

HEAi.TH AHO U)NG-TlllM CAAi 
llllCOMMn'Tll 

Thank you for your response to my letter of December 8 to Secretary 
Schultz. 

I appreciate learning that the footnote which appeared in the August 
1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin, concerning the Armenian 
genocide, did not represent an effort to present an official position of 
the Department of State. 

However, your letter did not respond to my question.of December 8 
if the Department of State has made a change to our Nation's historic 
recognition of the Armenian genocide. 

Again, I request a letter as soon as possible describing the 
Administration's evaluation of the events which transpired from 1894 to 
1923 when nearly two million Armenian people perished and 500,000 were 
deported from their ancestral homeland. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~ 
• FLORIO 
of Congress 

JJF:5:7 

Enc lo sure: Dec.ember 8, 1982 letter to Secretary of State Shultz 
from Rep. Florio 
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JOHN J. BRADY, Jll. 
CHIEF Of' STAFF 

Mr. Ross Vartian 
Executive Director 
Armenian Assembly of America 
1420 N Street, N.W. 
Suite 101 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Vartian: 

~ongrtss of tht tinitfd ~tatts 
crommitttt on .:fortign gffairs 

!\oust of 'Rqnurntati\lts 
Uashin,iton, !l.~. 20515 

February 28. 1983 

Thank you for your letter of recent date in further reference to the 
article in the August, 1982 State Department Bulletin. I appreciate re­
ceiving a copy of Speaker O'Neill's letter to Secretary Hughes on this 
matter. 

Please be assured of my willingness to cooperate with Speaker O'Neill 
in any way he may deem appropriate in seeking a clear reaffirmation of the 
fact of Armenian genocide. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

CJZ:cg 





TURKISH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 

Honorable George Deukmejian 
Governor 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Deukmejian: 

408 - 13th Street 
Suite 532 
Oakland, CA 94612 

19 April 1983 

A press release, i340, dated March 29 1982, from Senator 
Roberti's office, urged all Californians to observe April 24 as a 
remembrance day for victims of genocide, particularly Armenians, and 
also urged that the State flag be lowered. 

Of themselves, these statements are commendable in that they 
remind man of his relationship to his fellow man. However, when such 
resolutions as ACR 51 are based upon historical distortions, 
mis-information, and allegations, they can only be seen as ethnically 
divisive and politically motivated. It shoul.d be noted that 
disinterested Western Scholars have refuted claims by radical 
Armenian groups that there was a deliberately planned genocide 
against the Armenian people by the Ottoman government. 

It is shameful and sad that California governmental institutions 
are being used to promote resolutions based upon claims which 
allegedly took place 70 years ago, in a foreign land far away from 
California. There are no claims of acts of violence against present 
day Armenians, yet today, Armenian terrorism against Turks continues 
to escalate worldwide. 

This expanding Armenian terrorism must give you cause for 
concern, sir. You have presented yourself to California as a 
defender of law and order; yet elements of your ethnic community 
tarnish the Armenian name and seem to be beyond law, order and 
respect for fellow man. 

We trust that you will, as a duly elected public official, 
promote the welfare of all constituents and not promote nor foster 
ethnic division by supporting a resolution (ACR 51), which is based 
upon allegations. 






























