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U.S5. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REMARKS

ON
THE ARMENTAN GENOCIDE




Issue Brief
Department of State Remarks on the Armenian Genocide

The Armenian Genocide of 1915-23 wherein 1.5 million men, women, and children perished is a doc-
umented, accepted fact. While attempts at cover-up and denial have been the official policy of the
Republic of Turkey since 1923, the United States has, heretofore, not supported Turkish claims. Re-
cently, however, the Department of State issued the following unprecedented ‘‘Note’’ at the conclu-
sion of ‘an article entitled: “Armenian Terrorism: A Profile”” in the August, 1982, DeEartment of
State Bulletin:

“Because the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the De-
partment of State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government committed a
genocide against the Armenian people.” ‘

Every Armenian-American organization has and will continue to object to this inexplicable distortion
of fact. The documented history of the Armenian people and the proud record of United States inter-
vention and humanitarian assistance on behalf of the Armenians cannot be altered or ignored. ;

. In response to expressions of concern regarding the content of the article raised primarily by the Re-

public of Turkey, the Department issued the following disclaimer in the September issue of the De-
partment of State Bulletin:

““The article, ‘Armenian Terrorism: A Profile,” which appeared in the feature on terrorism
in the August, 1982, issue of the Bulletin, does not necessarily reflect an official position
of the Department of State, and the interpretive comments in the article are solely those
of the author.”

Recognizing that the September disclaimer could not be applied to the August “Note,” numerous
Armenian-American organizations contacted the White House, the Department of State and Con-
gress seeking both a retraction of the Department’s apparent denial of the Armenian Genocide and
an affirmation of the facts. Over 30 Congressmen have written to the Department expressmg suppott
for the Armenian community’s position.

Mr. Powell A. Moore, Assistant Secretary for Congress:onal Relations, has responded to Congressm-
nal inquiries on behalf of the Department by statmg, in part;

“I would like to take this opportunity to reafﬁrm that neither the article ‘Armenian Ter-
rorism: A Profile’ nor the accompanymg footnote represented an effort to present an offi-
cial position of the Department of State.”

Mr. John Hughes, Assistant Secretary for Public ~Aﬁ‘airs and Department Spokesman, responded to
the Speaker of the House by stating, in part,

“that neither the August footnote nor the article represented an effort to present the offi-
cial position of the Department of State. Publication of the article and the footnote repre-
sented no policy change by the Department. ”

Five Armenian-American leaders, responding to an invitation from the Department, met with Assis-
tant Secretary John Hughes and Counselor Edward Derwinski on January 12, 1983, to review the
matter. The delegation was advised that the August ‘“Note” did not represent the Department’s posi-



tion. The delegation was not advised with regard to Department policy on the Armenian Genocide.

Messrs. Hughes and Derwinski also indicated that the Department would be able to respond in a
manner that would be acceptable to the Armenian-American community. As of March 28, 1983, the
Department has not responded.

8. The Department’s explanations and clarifications identified herein are unsatisfactory, contradictory
and inconsistent with President Reagan’s Proclamation 4838 which states, in part, ‘

“Like the genocide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of the Cambodians
which followed it — and like too many other such persecutions of too many other peoples
—the lessons of the Holocaust must never be forgotten.”

9. Regardless of immediate political interests, the Department of State must affirm the facts of the Ar-
menian Genocide and in so doing defend the principle of the inviolability of history. To do otherwise
would set a precedent for future client states who seek to expunge their historical records.

“I have read the Department of State Bulletin of August 1982 and I am deeply disturbed because the
Department takes an official position that ‘the Department of State does not endorse allegations that the
Turkish Government committed a genocide against the Armenian people.’ ”

“This sort of revisionism is an outrage when engaged in by historians; it is absolutely inexcusable when
it comes from the Department of State of the greatest democracy in the world. Consequently, I am for-
mally requesting the Department reconsider its position on the matter and retract its erroneous Note of
August 1982, ' '

—Jetter from the Honorable Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. to
the Secretary of State George M. Schulz dated December 9, 1982

“I am pleased to learn that the note accompanying the article entitled ‘Armenian Terrorism: A Profile’
which appeared in the August 1952 issue of the Department of State Bulletin represents neither an effort
to present the official position of the Department nor a change of policy.”

“Given the contrary iinpression conveyed by the note and the grave concern expressed to the Department
by many people I had hoped that your response would have included an unequivocal retraction of the
note, as well as, a reaffirmation of the fact of the Armenian genocide. Nonetheless, I infer from the De-
partment’s clarification that there is no change in this Nation's recognition of the Armenian genocide as
reaffirmed recently by President Reagan in Proclamation 4838."’

“An explicit confirmation of my inference by the Department of State would be most helpful so
that any remaining ambiguity regarding the position of the United States in this matter is elimi-
nated.”

—letter from the Honorable Thomas P. O’Neill, Ir. to
Assistant Secretary John Hughes dated February 8, 1983.

For further information and documentatidn, contact:

Armenian Assembly of America
1420 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 332-3434



Fact Sheet
U.S. Recognition of The Armenian Genoc1de

During the second half of the nineteenth century, the Armenian population of the Ottoman (Turkish)
Empire became the target of heightened persecution by the Ottoman government. These persecutions
culminated in a three-decade period during which the Armenians were systematically uprooted from
their homeland of 3,000 years and eliminated through massacres or exile. »

The United States Archives are replete with material documenting the premeditated extermination of the
Armenian people, as well as American interventions to prevent the full realization of Turkey’s genocidal
plan and humanitarian assistance for those who survived. The U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire,
Henry Morgenthau, acting on instructions from Secretaries of State William Jennings Bryan and Robert
Lansing, organized and led protests by all nations, among them Turkey’s allies, over what Ambassador
Morgenthau referred to as Turkey’s program of ‘‘race extermination.” The archives also demonstrate
that the American people, through an organization known as Near East Relief chartered by an act of
Congtess, contributed some $113 million between 1915 and 1930 to aid the Armenian Genocide survi-
vors. In addition, 132,000 orphans became foster chlldren of the American people and owe their lives to
this effort.

U.S. Reaffirmation — A Partial Chronology

e July16,1915
Telegram from U.S. Ambassador Henry Morgenthau to the Secretary of State:

“Deportation of and excesses against peaceful Armenians is increasing and from harrow-
1ng reports of eye witnesses it appears that a campalgn of race extermination is in pro-
gress under a pretext of reprisal against rebellion.”

e May13,1920
Senate Resolution 359:

. . .the testimony adduced at the hearings conducted by the subcommittee of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations have clearly established the truth of the reported massa-
cres and other atrocities from which the Armenian people have suffered.”

e  April 81975
House Joint Resolution 148:

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in"
Congress asembled, that April 24, 1975, is hereby designated as ‘National Day of Remem-

brance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man’,” and the President of the United States is autho-

rized and requested to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States.

to observe such day as a day of remembrance for all the victims of genocide, especially

those of Armenian ancestry who succumbed to the genocide perpetrated in 1915, and in

whose memory this date is commemorated by all Armenians and their friends throughout

the world.”

e Mayll,1976

Hearing, U.S. House of Representatives Commlttee on International Relations
Subcommittee on Future Foreign Policy Research and Development

&



Investigation Into Certain Past Instances of Genocide and Exploration of
Policy Options for the Future
Opening Statement by Chairman Lester Wolff:

“We have before us a panel of distinguished guests who will provide us with a wealth of
information on the first genocidal tragedy of the 20th century, that which befell the Ar-
menian people in the years 1910-20 when 1.5 million people were killed or driven from
their homes and left to die. Our purpose in this is twofold. We shall examine this tragedy
as part of the broader problem of genocide and also to determine whether the repercus-
sions of the tragedy are still being felt today.”

May 16, 1978
Speech by former President Jimmy Carter at the White House:

“...it’s generally not known in the world that in the years preceding 1916, there was a
concerted effort made to eliminate all the Armenian people, probably one of the greatest
tragedies that ever befell any group. And there weren’t any Nuremberg trials.”

April 24, 1980
Speech by U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council Director Monroe Freedman:

“Today we recall in sorrow the million and one-half Armenians who were tortured,
starved, and butchered to death in the First Genocide of the Twentieth Century.”

April 22, 1981
Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust
Proclamation 4838, by President Ronald Reagan:

“Like the genocide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of the Cambodians
which followed it — and like too many other such persecutions of too many other peoples
—- the lessons of the Holocaust must never be forgotten.”’

April 30, 1981
Days of Remembrance Commemoration, Capitol Rotunda
Speech by U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council Chairman Elie Wiesel:

“Before the planning of the final solution, Hitler asked, ‘Who remembers the Arme-
nians?’ He was right. No one remembered them, as no one remembered the Jews. Re-
jected by everyone, they felt expelled from history.”

March, 1983 ;
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council booklet entitled Armenian Genocide Commemorative Fund

“The 1915-23 genocide of the Armenian citizens of the Ottoman Turkish Empire will
have a place of prominence in the Holocaust Museum. Approval by the Holocaust Council
was unanimous.”’

For further information and documentation, contact:

Armenian Assembly of America
1420 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 332-3434






September 24, 1981, Paris.

Four Armenian terrorists seized the
Turkish Consulate and threatened to kill
more than 20 hostages. A Turkish security
guard was killed and three others were
wounded (one of the terrorists, a Turkish
Vice Consul, and a French security guard).
The terrorists, who claimed to be members
of the Yeghia Keshishian Commando of
ASALA, demanded that all Armenian
political prisoners be released from
Tuarkish jails within 12 hours. As the

.deadline passed and the terrorists realized

that the Turkish Government would not
negotiate, the terrorists decided to accept
a French Government offer of political
asylum. Once in custody, however, the
French Government stated that their offer

treated as criminals. During a news con-
ference in Beirut following this incident,
ASALA leaders stated that their com-
mandos were willfully deceived and that
the promise made by the Freénch Govern-
ment must be kept or “there is'no doubt
that there will be a confrontation between
them and-us.” (As of this publication date,
the political/criminal status of the terror-
ists remains undetermined.) This was the
first incident of Armenian terrorists seiz-
ing a diplomatic mission.

August 1982
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was a ploy and that the terrorists would be

Since the advent of modern Armenian
terrorism in 1975, the world has
witnessed a terrorist campaign that has
resulted in at least 170 attacks directed
primarily against Turkish-installations
and diplomatic personnel outside of
Turkey’s borders.

Enraged over the alleged massacre
of 1.5 millionr Armenians by Turkey dur-
ing World War 1, and the loss of their
homeland, Armenians unlike Jews tried
and failed as propagandists to focus the
world’s attention on their grievances.?
By resorting to terrorism; Armenian-ex-
tremists were -able to accomplish in 7
years what legitimate Armenian orga-
nizations have been trying to do for S
almost 70 years—internationalize the
Armenian cause,

Terrorism may not be able to ease
the pain of past agonies, but it is an ef-
fective tactic in evoking international
sympathy for a previously unknown {or
forgotten) cause: How many people had
heard of the Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA) or their
cause before they bombed the head-

\/quarters of the World Council of

Churches in Beirut on January 20, 19757
The same can be said for the Justice
Commandos of the Armenian Genocide
(JCAG) who gained “prominence” on Oc-
tober 22, 1975, with the assassination of
the Turklsh Ambassador to Vienna,
Dennis Tunaligil. Since then, Armenian
extremists have waged a successful eam-
paign against Turkish interests that in
recent years has expanded to include .
Western targets as well.

The Seeds of Conflict

According to historians, Armenia is
believed to be not only the oldest of the

by Andrew Corsun
Threat Analysis Group
Office of Security
!ntrodUction

civilized races of Western Asia (dating
to pre-1200 B.C.), but eventually grew
to become one of the strongest king-
doms in that region. Geographically,
Armenia was straddling the crossroads
of the world and thus became the victim
of many invasions, With the fall of Con-
stantinople in 1453, the Turks finally
ruled all the lands that once belonged to
Armenians and held them for 465 years.

Since we are interested in the cause-
and-effect relationship hlstow has
played regarding the recent outbreak of .
Armenian terrorist activities against
Turkish dxplomats and establishments,
we will jump ahead in time to the Ot-
toman Empire of the late 19th century.

With the rise of nationalism
throughout Europe, the Armenian strug-
gle for autonomy and modernization
took on new vigor in the 1880s, and the
Armenians began to form political or- -
ganizations for self-protection and as'a
vehicle to voice their desire for a free
Armenia. One such organization was the
Dashnaksutiun (Armenian Revolutionary.
Federation) which was founded in 1890
in Tiflis, Georgia. :

In a multiethnic state, such as the
Ottoman Empire, nationalism was
viewed by the Turks as a serious inter-
nal threat. The result was harsher
repression by the Ottoman government.
which led to thousands of Armenian
deaths in 1895, With the rise of the
Young Turks in 1908, its policy of pan-
Turanism led to even harsher measures
in suppressing Armenian nationalism.

_On April 17.and 24, 1909, over 30,000

Armenians were massacred in-Adana
and other-villages along the Cilician
plains in order to suppress the national
ambitions of the Armenian people. '

With the advent of World War I, the
stage was set for what was later alleged
to be called the first “genocide” of the
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20th century. Turkey entered the war on
the side of Germany-and the Austro-
Hungarian Empire on October 31, 1914,
and offered autonomy to the Armenians
if they would foment dissension behind

. the Russian lines. Partly out of distrust
of the Young Turks, and encouraged by
the principle of self-determination, they-
refused.

Turkey viewed this attitude as
treasonous, especizally in light of the fact
that it (Turkey) was suffering heavy
military reversals. Minister of Interior
Taalat Bey ordered “the elimination of
the Armenian element, which had been
trying for centuries to undermine the
foundation of the state.” By 1915 the
Turks ordered a mass deportation of
Armenians from Turkish ‘Armenia to
Syria and Iraq. It was later alleged that
1.5 ‘miillion people (approximately 60% of
the Turkish Armenian population) were
killed or died on the journey.

With the conclusion of the war, the
Western Powers established the In- -
dependent Republic of Armenia on May
28, 1918, which was later guaranteed by
the treaty of Sevres, and signed on
August 10, 1920, by Turkey, the Allied
Powers, and Armenia. But due to the
pressures exerted by the Turks and
Communists, the new republic collapsed,
and by December 2, 1920, Armenia was
Sovietized and its territories to the west
were awarded to Turkey. N

The basis for their grievances, as
perceived by the Armenians, is not only
the restoration of their homeland but to
seek justice for the alleged mass

murders (1894-96, 1909, 1915) of more

than 1.5 million people. It is these issues
that have fostered the armed struggle
by Armenian extremists against Turkish
diplomats and establishments around the
world.

During the diaspora of 1915, many
Armenians fled to Lebanon which has
long been regarded as a refuge for
dispossessed minorities. Although the
Armenian community (approximately
200,000) in Lebanon had flourished and
played a vital role in Lebanese life, by
the 1970s they became caught-up in the
internecine fighting that had overtaken
Lebanon. When the Phalangists
(Catholic Christian rightists) decided to
use the Armenian section of east Beirut,
known as Bourj Hammoud, to launch
their attacks against the adjacent
Muslim section called Naba'a, a split

32

resulted within the Armenian communi-
ty. Some Armenians felt that they had a
duty to take up arms on behalf of their
Christian brothers, while others, mainly
left-wing Armenian youth through their
close contact (via the universities and
the proximity of their neighborhoods)
with their Palestinian counterparts,
realized they shared a similar situa-
tion—they had lost their land, had a
large diaspora community, and the use
of legal methods to bring their cause to
world attention had failed. The left-wing
Armenian youth began to form their
own groups (e.g., ASALA) with the aid
of the Palestinians, and links between
the two were formed. Many of these
youths also moved to the Palestinian
section of west Beirut. With- the political
success that the Palestinians have
achieved through terrorism,; it is not sur-
prising that these left-wing Armenian
youths:would choose the same path. The
growing sympathy and support that
these youths have gained within the
worldwide Armenian community had
forced the right-wing Armenians to set
up their own group (JCAG), but for dif-
ferent goals and objectives.

Terrbrist Activities

Terrorism is certainly not a new tactic
for Armenian extremists. At the end of
World War 1, the Dashnag decided it
would carry out its own executions of
those Ottoman leaders they believed
were responsible for the “genocide” of -
the Armenian people. Asa result, a net-
work called Nemesis was established to
track down and execute those Ottoman
leaders. , ‘

On March 15, 1921, the former Ot
toman Minister of Interior Taalat
Bey—who was living in'Berlin under the
pzeudonym Ali Sayi Bey~—was shot and
killed at point-blank range after being -« -
under surveillance for 2 weeks by
Soghoman Tehlirian, Others who met
the same fate at the hands of Nemesis
were the Ottoman Foreign Minister Said
Halim, who was assassinated in Rome in
December 1921, and Behaeddin Shakir
and Djimal Azmi, two Ottoman officials
who- were killed -a year later in Berlin. It
is unknown what became of Nemesis
following the incidents of the early
1920s. Yet one must.wonder why Arme-
nian extremists have waited over 60

years to carry out their armed struggle.

Were they perhaps fulfilling the proph- e
ecy of Taalat who in.1915 said, “There

will be no Armenian question for 50

years,” or (a more plausible explanation)

are the times such that terrorism has

become an acceptable vehicle for pro-.

test?

Whatever the reason, since return-
ing to the scene in 1975, Armenian ter-
rorists have claimed responsibility for
over 170 incidents which includes the
assassination of 21 Turkish diplomats -,
and /or family members, and 10at- -~ .. . -
tempted assassinations of Turkish diplo-
mats, Although the tactic of assassina-
tion has been used repeatedly, the
majority of their operations have been
bombings which are simple in construc-
tion and design. Unlike the Irish Repub-
lican Army [IRA}, which favors remote-
control devices, Armenian terrorists —
have been partial to a Czechoslovakian-
manufactiured plastic called Semtex-H.

In the overwhelming majority of cases, -
this device is set at such an hour to
cause property damage and not-cost .
lives.

Qperationally Armenian terrorists
must be viewed'as unsophisticated in
comparison with other groups since they
have never shown the inclination or
ability to hit a hard target. The only ex-
ceptions were the seizure of the Turkish
Consulate in Paris on September 24, :
1981, and the attempted assassination of
the Turkish Consul General in Rotter-
dam on. July 21, 1982, both of which™= -
failed. In the seizure of the consulate,
the four terrorists eventually sur- ;
rendered without any of their demands:
being met. In Rotterdam the consul
general, who was traveling to work in
an armored car and escorted by two
police vehicles, was attacked by four ter-
rorists. The assailants opened fire with
automatic weapons—which proved inef-
fective against the armored car—and as
they attempted to flee the area, one of
the attackers was shot-and captured.
Their bombings and assassinations re-
quired the minimum of logistical plan-
ning.

While no ¢ne can dispute their suc-
cess, nevertheless, it is such spectacular
operations as airport attacks, kidnap-
pings, and assassinations of well-
protected political officials that generate
maximum publicity and impact which-is
so important to the terrorists raison
d'etre.

Department of State Bulietin
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Of the 21 Turkish diplomats / family
members slain between 1975-July 1982,
14 were killed while in their car which
was stopped at a light, slowing before
entering a busy intersection, or parked.
And of the 10 attempted assassinations
of Turkish diplomats, 8 took place while
the diplomat was:in his vehicle. These
vehicle attacks were carried out by
assassination teams armed primarily
with 9mm automatic weapons. The
teams varied in size from a Jone gunman
used in eight attacks to two assailants
with a third member in a waiting car.
With the exception of the July 21 attack
in Rotterdam, the diplomatic vehicles
that were involved in these attacks were
not armored, and the only protective

security (if any) was a driver/bodyguard.

—

JCAG and ASALA

While Armenian extremists have carried
attacks under 19 operational names, the
main terrorists groups are the Justice
Commandos of the Armenian Genocide
(JCAG) and the Armenian Secret Army
for the Liberation of Armenia
(ASALA).? On the surface these two
groups appear to be united by a‘common
goal. However, a closerlook at their
communiques, and targeting, reveals
that their methods and objectives are
quite different.

Justice Commandos of the Arme-
nian Genoclde. Unlike ASALA, which
is Marxist oriented and adheres to the
philosophy of Scientific Socialism; JCAG
appears more closely aligned with the
policies of the right-wing Dashnag party.
The goals of the Dashnag are to reclaim

.- their lost homeland, as specified in the

treaty of Sevres; and to seek reparations
and recognition of the crimes committed
against their people by Turkey; and they
seek a solution similar to Germany’s ad-
mission of guilt'and reparations to Israel
after World War 11, JCAG, in its com-
muniques, appears to strive for these
same goals. Following the assassination
of the Turkish Ambassadors to Vienna

"and Paris in October and December of

1975 respectively, JCAG;in a follow-up
communique entitled “To all the Peoples
and Governments” wrote:

Let the world realize that we will lay down
our arms only when the Turkish Government
officially denounces the genocide perpetrated

ARMENIAN TERRORISM:
INCIDENTS, BY YEAR

1973 | B
1976 F |
) o ‘ =

1977

1978 “4

J

1979 '

i

1980
1981

i

|

1982 -July 26

AREAS OF OPERATIONS: -
NUMBER TOF INCIDENTS, 1973 - JULY 26, 1982

FRANCE L .
SWITZERLAND _ : o ) —
TTALY R — SRS - S - 20 S

temanon DD S 'k ; = k . | ’

UNITED STATES CRRBaE : - ’ =

DENMARK = @ >

BELGIL'M E B

CANADA - 3

GREECE -

WEST GERMANY - .

AUSTRIA B

AUSTRALIA B

IRAQ - ;

NETHERLANDS -T

PORTUGAL B

USSR B

i



k4

by Turkey in 1915 against the Armenian peo-
ple and agrees to negotiate with Armenian
representatives in order to reinstate justice.

And following the bombings in New

» York City and Los Angeles on October

12, 1980, JCAG stated:

We make clear that our struggle today
against the Turkish Government is not to be
regarded as revenge for the 1915 genocide in
which 1.5 million Armenian men, women, and
children were massacred. Our struggle today
is directed to have the Turkish Government
to admit to its responsibility for that
murderous act, as well as to return to the
Armenian people the lands taken forceably
and today occupied by the imperialist Turkish
Government since the genocide. We demand
once again that the Turkish Government ad-
mit its responsibility for the genocide of 1915
and make appropriate territorial and financial
reparations to the long-suffering Armenian
people.

This theme remains constant.in all
their communiques to February 1982
with the assassination of the honorary
Turkish-Consul to Boston, Orhan
Gunduz. In Paris JCAG said that;

The shooting was to reaffirm the permanence

of our demands. The Turkish Government
must recognize the responsibility of its
predecessors in 1915 in the execution and
genocide perpetrated against the Armenian
people, and it must clearly condemn it.
Secondly, the Turkish Government must
recognize the right of the Armenian people to
constitute a free and independent state of
Armenian land whlch Turkey dlegally oc-
cupies: ;

tional strategy of a terrorist group, -
JCAG concentrated its operation solely
on Turkish interests. The one possible
exception was the January 1980 triple
bombing of the offices of Swiss Air,
TWA, and British ‘Airlines in Madrid. At
first JCAG claimed credit for the bomb-
ing, but in a later phone call to the local
press, the caller said that JCAG was not
responsible for the bombing and, in fact,
condemned it.

“As the group name implies, of the
22 ¢perations carried out by JCAG, 10
of the operations were assassinations
{(resulting in 12 deaths), 6 were attempt-
ed assassinations, and 6 were bombings.

Armenian Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia. Whereas
JCAG’s stance on the Armenian question
appears compatible with traditional
Armenian political beliefs, ASALA,

34

Because 1deology affects the opera- -

whose communiques are replete with
Marxist-Leninist rhetoric, considers the
Armenian guestion part of the interna-
tional revolutionary movement, and they
seek closer ties with Soviet Armenia.
For the first 4%z years of its ex-
istence, ASALA concentrated its attacks
(the sole exception being the bombing of
the headquarters of the World Council
of Churches in Beirut in January 1975)
on Turkish installations and diplomatic
personnel. During this period, ASALA
was in the process of enlarging its
organization and base of operations in

Lu3uusSuyh
uQusus raneLUy
tus qu’lsﬁb FULUY
\/)\x “‘\"J}l "

N ARMENIAN SECRET ARMY FOR THE
LIBERATION OF ARMENIA

“ préﬁération for entering its second and
‘current phase.

Our second step was only possible due to the

‘successful completion of our first step -which
_had politicized the Armenian youth enough to
“gain their support in the second step. This
_‘second step contdins four new developments:
- (1) heavy assault on imperialist and Zionist

and reactionary forces; (2) a much greater

" frequency of attacks; (3) direct communica-

tion with the Armenian masses and interna-
tional opinion; and (4) strong ties with other
revolutionary organizations including opera-
tional ties with the Kurdish Workers Party

‘[of Turkeyl.?

. No doubt this “second step,” which
began on November 13, 1979, in Paris
with the triple bombing of the airline of-
fices of KL.M, Lufthansa, and Turkish
Airlines, was influenced by ASALA’s
close cooperation with the Palestinians,
most notably the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)and the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (DFLP). In a follow-up com-

‘terests worldwide in an effort to force

-

munique to this attack, ASALA set the
theme for future operations.

Let imperialism and.its collaborators all over
the world know that their institutions are
targets for our heros and will be destroyed.
We will kill and destroy because that is the
only language understood by imperialism.

While ASALA has done its share of
assassinating Turkish officials (nine),
nevertheless, half of their bombings are
directed against Western targets. The
group, operating under various-ad: hoc
commando names, has taken it upon
itself to carry out “military: operations”
against any country which attempts to
jail or try one of its commandos. Ex-
amples of this can be seen with the ar-
rest on October 3, 1980,.in Geneva of
two Armenian extremists— Suzy
Mahseredjian and Alex
Yenikomechian-—who were arrested
after a bomb they were making acciden-
tally exploded in their hotel room; Until
their eventual release on January 12,
1981, and February 9, 1981, respective- ‘“Q
ly, ASALA——usmg the name October 3
Organization—in a 4-month period car-
ried out 18 bombings against Swiss in-

the Swiss to release their comrades. The

two extremists received 18-month

suspended sentences and were barred
from Switzerland for 15 years.

On June 9, 1981, Mardiros
Jamgotchian was caught in the act of
assasginating a Turkish diplomat— .
Mehmet-Savas Yorguz—outside the
Turkish Consulate in- Geneva. From the
time of his arrest on June 9 to his trial.
on December 19 (he was sentenced to 15
years imprisonment), ASALA, using the
name June 9 Organization, perpetrated
15 bombings against Swiss targets '
worldwide. After Jamgotchian’s trial,
ASALA, again using the name Swiss
Armenian Group-15, has, to date, car-
ried out five bombings against Swiss
targets.

Switzerland is not the only country
that has been targeted by ASALA; Ita-
ly, France, and most recently Canada -
have:been victims of ASALA’s wrath,
On May 31, 1982, three alleged ASALA
members were arrested for attempting
to bomb the Air Canada cargo building
at Los Angeles International Airport. It
is suspected that this bombing was in
retaliation for the May 18 and 20 arrests

Department of State Bulletin
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of four alleged ASALA members/sym-
pathizers by the Toronto police for ex-
tortion.

It is interesting to note that JCAG
has two alleged members in jail in the
United States, and they have never
launched any terrorist campaign against
the United States. The two alleged
members are Harout Sassounian, who
was arrested and found guilty of the Oc-

‘tober 1980 firebombing of the home of

the Turkish Consul to Los Angeles,
Kemal Arikan, and Harout's brother
Harry, who was arrested and charged as
being one of the assailants in the
assassination of Kemal Arikan on
January 28, 1982. At this writing, he is
awaiting trial.

No terrorist group is monotheistic,
and neither are the Armenians. Both
groups share a common bond, yet they
are quite different when it comes to
achieving their goals. This difference is
also mentioned in their communiques.

-Following the assassination of the

Turkish Consul General by JCAG in
Sydney, Australia, on December 17,
1980, a woman called the local
Australian press to emphasize that her
group had no connection with the so-
called Armenian Secret Army (aka
ASALA) and that the group’s attacks
were aimed at Turkish diplomats and

‘Turkish institutions. On April 4, 1981,

Le Reveil, Beirut's Rightist Christian
daily, received a phone call from an
alleged JCAG membér who claimed that
his group was not connected with
ASALA and that JCAG's attacks are
“reprisal measures for the injustice com-
mitted against the Armenians; our
targets are the Turks, and Turkish in-
stitutions.”

Even ASALA has made reference to
this difference. Hagop Hagopian (the
ASALA spokesman) in an interview for
Panorama magazine said: :

The Dashnag party is trying to imitate us
[ASALA] in order to regain lost ground. The
April 18, 1980, operation in Rome against the
Turkish Ambassador to the Vatiean was
organized by the Dashnags who use the name
of a revolutionary group, the Avenger Com-
mandos of the Armenian Genocide.

As for international connections
with other groups, it appears that only
ASALA, through its relationship with
the PFLP and the DFLP, has benefited
from any training and logistical support

August 1982

that the Palestinians can provide. When
asked if Palestinians used to train
Turkish terrorists in their camps, Mr.
Abu Firas, the chief Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) representative in
Turkey replied:

In our camps, we train them to be terrorists
in their countries but to fight against Israel.
For this reason, we cannot be held responsi-
ble for training them. Since Armenians are
citizens of Lebanon, we also train them to
fight for the liberation of Palestine.

Although there have been reports of
links between Armenian terrorists and
Greek Cypriots, Greeks, and even the
Soviets, outside of the assistance that
ASALA has received from the Palestin-
ians,; there is no proof that Armenian
terrorists are plugged into any interna-
tional terrorist network.

Conclusion

While Armenian terrorism has evoked a
greater interest in and awareness of the
Armenian question throughout the
world, the chances of Armenians attain-
ing their major objectives through ter-
rorism are nebulous at best. This has
been exemplified by the PLO, IRA,
Croatians, etc. A viable solution to the
Armenian guestion will only come about
through political means (e.g., United Na-
tions, lobbyist groups, ete.) and / or com-
promise on both sides. Yet, until such a
path is followed—Iif ever-—the issues
will be kept fresh in the public’s mind
through acts of terrorism.

Although ASALA is based in west
Beirut and JCAG in east Beirut, ou the
surface it would appear that the recent
Israeli invasion of Lebanon has not af-
fected the operational eapabilities of
Armenian terrorists as witnessed by the
July 20 and 24 bombings of two Paris
cafes by the Orly Organization and the
July 21 attempted assassination of the
Turkish Consul General in Rotterdam by
the Armenian Red Army.

Yet on closer examination, the
bombings of the two cafes are the types
of low-level operations that can be car-
ried out by indigenous cells independent
of instructions from Beirut. While an at-
tempted assassination of an individual
traveling in an armored car with a police
escort requires detailed planning, the at-
tack against the consul general appeared

hastily organized and very amateurish in
its execution. One possible explanation
for its failure was that Beirut was
unable to provide the hit team with
proper guidance and logistical coordina-
tion. :

Although ASALA’s attack on
Ankara’s airport on August 7, 1982, was
the first airport attack by Armenian ex-
tremists, this suicide operation was
designed to-obtain maximum publicity
and did not require elaborate planning
or execution.

JCAG has emerged virtually
unscathed from the invasion, and it is
only a matter of time before ASALA
can regroup in another country. France,
with its large Armenian population and
geostrategic location in Western
Europe, has been mentioned as a possi-
ble base of operation for ASALA. Wher-
ever they find a “home,” what remains
to be seen is the type of strategy and
tactics they pursue once they are able to
fully renew their operations.

NOTE o

Because the historical record of the 1915
events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Arme-
nian people. Armenian terrorists use
this allegation to justify in part their
continuing attacks on Turkish diplomats
and installations. .

1The number of Armenians killed in 1915
is a central issue in the dispute between
Armenians and Turkey. The Armenian com-
munity eontends that those killed in.1915
were part of a genocide against Armenians
orchestrated by the Turkish Government.
Turkey on the other hand states that, at
most, 200,000 Armenians died, and their
deaths were not the result of a planned
massacre but rather the tragedies of war in
which many Turks also lost their lives. It is
for this reason that Turkey refuses to
acknowledge any guilt or make any sort.of .
restitution / compensation to descendants or
survivors, as Germany did for Israel after
World War II.

2By operating under many different
names, the terrorists hope to give the impres-
sion of the existence of numerous groups, im-
plying a broader base of support within the
worldwide Armenian community.

3The Kurds, who were pressed into
military service under the Ottoman Empire,
played an important role in the liquidation
and massacre of Armenians through World
Warl. B
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As of March 1, 1983 -

Letters supporting the Assembly's request for a retraction of the Department
of State's denial of the Armenian Genocide have been received from the following:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
E))
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)

Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Congressman

Congressman

Joseph Addabbo (D-NY)
Glenn Anderson (D-CA)
Frank Annunzio (D-IL)
Les Aspin (D-WI)
Michael Barnes (D-MD)
Philip Burton (D-CA)
any Coelho (D-CA)

Congresswoman Bobbi Fiedler (R~CA)

Congressman
Congressman

Congressman

James Florio (D-NJ)
Barney Frank (D-MA)
Bill Green (R-NY)

Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC)

Congressman

James Howard  (D-NJ)

Senator Carl Levin (D-MI)

Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Congressman
Speaker Tip

Congressman

Marty Martinez (D-CA)
Nicholas Mavroules (D-MA)
Robert Michel (R-IL)
"John Moakley (D-MA)
Carlos Moorhead (R-CA)
0'Neill - (D-MA)

Chip Pashayan (R-CA)

Senator William Proxmire (D-WI)

Congressman
Congressman

Congressman

Robert Roe (D-NJ)
Henry Waxman (D-CA)
Clement Zablocki (D-WI}

/
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ADMINISTRATIVE ABBIBTANT

JOSEPH P, ADDABBO
DICK SECLMEYER

T DT, NEw Yomx

COMMITTEE ON

c258 urmum Houne Orrce B Congress of the Enited Htates

WasHinGTON, D.C. 20518 SUBCOMMITYELS:

- bt Bouse of Representatives reaonr oy OvFice
DISTRICY OFFICE: MiLiTany COMBTRUCTION
P6-11 10187 Avionm m‘ﬂm, B.C., 20515 COMMITTEE ON

Ozong PARx, New Yoax 11418 SMALL BUSINESS

February 14, 1983

Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary

Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520

”“ Dear Secretary Shultz:

I would like to take this opportunity to add my name to the
growing list of persons expressing their concern over the recent
State Department report which apparently questions the authenticity
of the Armenian genocide of 1915.

In the August edition of the Department of State Bulletin, an
article on Armenian terrorism concludes with the footnote, "Because
the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous,
- the Department of State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish

government committed a genocide against the Armenian people.” Upon

even a cursory examination, however, eyewitness accounts, official
- State Department documents, Congressional findings and contemporary
administration affirmations clearly provide sufficient evidence of

such a genocide. * i

. While I recognize that the State Department cannot and should
not condone the activities of Armenian terrorists, the fact of the
Armenian genocide remains clear. To deny that this event took place
- does a great injustice to the 1.5 million who died, as well as to
their survivors and descendants. To recognize a historical and
documented tragedy does nothing to lessen the destruction, but as

- seekers of truth and justice, surely it is important that the record
stand historically correct. :

. I would greatly appreciatce your roeviewing Lhe State Department
cvaluation, and providing me with your comment:.. Thank yvou Tor yomn
kind attention to this matter, and with best reogards, 1 oam

Sincerely yours,

JOSEPH P. . ADDABBO, M.C.

- JPA :nmh



GLENN M. ANDERSON
32D DASTRICT, CALIFORMIA

2329 Ravsumn House Orrict Bui.oiNg
WasstnaToN, D.C, 20513
TELErHONE: (202) 225-6676

300 Lona BracH BOIVARS
{P.O. Box 2349)
Long BEacH, CALIFORNIA  $0801
TeLErHone: (213) 5346-2721

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO MY:
[J WASHINGTON OFFICE
0 LONG BEACH OFFICE

Congress sf-the ¢iuited-States
PBouse of Representatibes
Washington, B.EC. 20515

‘December 9, 1982

The Honorable George Schultz
Secretary of State

Washington,

Dear Mr.

DC 20520

Secretary:

COMMITTERS:
PUBLIC WORKS AND
TRANSPORTATION

CHAIRMAN, SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION SUBCOMMITTEE
MEMBER, AVIATION SUBCOMMITTER
MEMBER, WATER RESOURCES
SUBCOMMITTEE

MERCHANT MARINE AND
FISHERIES

MEMBER; FISHERIES AND WILDUIFE
CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
MEMBER, MERCHANT MARINE
SUBCOMMITTEE
MEMBER, PANAMA CANAL/OUTER
CONTINENTAL SHELF SUBCOMMITTE

B
MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL, PORT
CAUCUS
MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL SHIPYARI
COALITION
MEMBER, PUBLIC SHIPYARD
COALITION
MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL TRAVEL
AND TOURISM CAUCUS
MEMBER, FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
BERVICE TASK FORCE

I was recently contacted by the Armenian Assembly of

America,
August,

who are concerned about a statement made in the
1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin.

From this statement, it would appear that the Department of
State does not recognize the fact that a genocide of the
Armenian people did occur in 1915.

It is manifestly evident that these terrible events

took place.
testify to the loss of life.

Many sources,

including State Department records,
Despite our desire for friend-

ship with the Turkish government, we must not forget the
sacrifice of the Armenians.

I hope that”future issues of the State
Bulletin will recognize that sacrifice, and that a retrac-
tion of the August statement appears in the next issue of

the Bulletin.

GMA/ww

Sincerely,

GLENN M. ANDERSQON

Department

Member of Congress



— RANK ANNUNZIO orsTRICY orFicE
Suire 201

COMMITTEES:

BANKING. FINANCE AND @nngregs ﬂf tbe @nitgh %tateg e 3g 20" ocE

URBAN AFFAIRS
Kirvcrrnsx Buiioing

uBcoMITTEES: BHouse of Bepresentatives by

CHAIRMAN, CONSUMER AFFAIRS
AND COINAGE

1T DisTRICY, TLLINDIS 4747 WesST PETERSON AVENUE

CHiIcAGo, ILlINGIS 60648
(312) 736-0700

(312) 353-2525

. . .
| IANCIAL INSTITUTIONS SUPERVISION, !:'H
REGULATION AND INSURANCE as‘b lng tﬂn, E-@. 20515 WABHINGTON OFFICE
; SuITE 2303
: Ravyaunn Ornice BuiLDING
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION November 24, 1982 WashnmaTon, 0.C. 20518
(202) 225-6661

SUBCOMMITTEES:
CHAIRMAN, ACCOUNTS

Mr. Powell A, Moore
Assistant Secretary

for Congressional Relations
State Department -
2201 C, Street, N, W,
Washington, D, C, 20502

Dear Powell:

I am sure others have called your attention to the
article entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" which was
carried in the August edition of the Department of State

Bulletin,

This article in a footnote states, '"Because the his-
torical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does mot endorse allegations that the Turkish
Government committed a genocide against the Armenian people.”

As one who has over the years spoken out agaimtthe tragedy
of the Turkish genocide of the Armenians in 1915 and as the Repre-
sentative in Congress of thousands of Americans of Armenian descent
who live in the 11th Illinois Congressional District, I find this
State Department position totally unacceptable. It makes a mockery
of the dedicated service of Ambassador Henry Morgenthau and other
State Department officials who transmitted eye witness reports to
the State Department on the massacre.

In the event the State Department has '"lost" or "mislaid"
the evidence in its own files of the Armenian genocide by the Turks,
I am enclosing complete State Department Decimal File No, references,
with dates, along with Xerox copies, in order that the appropriate
officials in your Department may review this material to the end that
an unambiguous retraction is printed in the next issue of the Depart-
ment of State Bulletin,

I am outraged by the effort on the part of State Department
officials to distort recorded and documented historical events, and I
await hearing from you regarding the action the State Department takes
to issue a total and unambiguous retraction.

Sincerely,

FRANK ANNUNZIO
Member of Congress

Enclosures

3
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LES ASPIN ' snes ervices:

I o7 Dhevecy, Wiecomsm 3 9641 DoustAs Avernss

Racoe, Wicstmen: 854004
442 Carmwny BuiLDIS 474-838-4408

e iy Congress of the Tnited States e v

knusz of Representatives | ——
SBashington, B.C. 20515 |

December 7, 1982

The Honorable George Shultz
Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D. C. 20502

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I was startled, to say the least, when I saw the article on
"Armenian Terrorism: A Profile," in the August issue of the Department
of State Bulletin. A note on page 35 at the conclusion of the article
states: "Because the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor
is ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse allegations that
the Turkish government committed a genocide against the Armenian people.”

The Department's own files contain many, many pages of documentation
to refute this statement. I will cite just one, the July 10, 1915,
cable from Ambassador Henry Morgenthau Sr. in Constantinople to Secretary
of State Robert Lansing. The cable said in part: “Persecution of
Armenians assuming uriprecedented proportions,...wholesale expulsions and
deportations from one end of the Empire to the other accompanied by fre-
quent instances of rape, pillage, and murder, turning into massacre....
These measures...are purely arbitrary and directed from Constantinople.”

Furthermore the Bulletin's assertion is contradicted by the public
statements of our last two Presidents. On May 16, 1978, President Carter
said, "There was a concerted effort made to eliminate all the Armenian
people."” And on April 22, 1981, President Reagan memorialized "the geno-
cide of the Armenians,” thereby embracing the very term that the Department
of State Bulletin seeks to refute with its statement that the record of
the 1915 "events" is "ambiguous." Certainly Presidents Reagan and Carter
did not find the record "ambiguous" nor deign to dismiss the genocide as
a mere "event."

) I think the record should be corrected. I would appreciate it if you
wbuld direct the Department of State Bulletin to publish a correction in the
next issue. .

Please see page 2....

LG



The Honorable George Shultz ‘ December 7, 1982 2.

It would be very uséful if the Bulletin w also publish some of
hleashed on the

Armenian population during World War {I. i think it is .
igtoxry not be rewritten

by the Department of State Bulletin.

LA:wns
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February 9, 1983

Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary :
Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr, Secretary:

I am very concerned about some statements that
were made in an article featured in the August 1982
Department of State Bulletin entitled, "Armenian Terrorism:
A Profile."™

It appears from statements made in the article
that the policy of our government is noncomittal on the
Armenian Genocide, failing to acknowledge that this
tragic massacre occurred. I have enclosed a copy of
the article highlighting these statments. Numerous
newspaper articles, government documents, and eyewitness
accounts describe this horrible tragedy. As the President
himself has said, "sixty five years ago one of the greatest
tragedies in the annals of recorded history occurred
when one and a half million innocent Armenian men, women
and children were massacred in the shadow of Mt. Ararat.”
I hope that the State Department, will make the necessary
retractions and publish an account which is more in
keeping with the facts and the President's statement.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this
request. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
‘!’%a;{:z ;Zgi:4m¢<3
Michael D. Barnes

MDB/io
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January 27, 1983

Honorable George P. Shultz

Secretary
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

- I am writing in regard to an article entitled "Armenian
Terrorism: A Profile" which appeared in the August, 1982
edition of the Department of State Bulletin.

I am deeply disturbed about a note which appeared at
the end of this article that states: "because the historical
record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does not endorse allegations that the
Turkish government committed a genocide against the Armenian

people”.

This statement is clearly in conflict with the State
Department's own historical records, eyewitness accounts of
- U.S. officials and the position of President Reagan. On
April 22, 1981, President Reagan stated, "Like the genocide
of the Armenians before it, the genocide of the Cambodians
which followed it -- and like too many other .such persecutions
of too many other peoples -- the lessons of the Holocaust must

not be forgotten."

I would like to know how the State Department determined
that there is insufficient evidence that the Turkish govern-
ment committed a genocide against the Armenian people, when
- there is an abundance of evidence to the contrary.

I would appreciate your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress

PB:mm/x
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December 3, 1982

Mr. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary ;
for Congressional Relations
Department of State -
2201 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20502

Dear Mr. Moore:

I understand that a footnote in the August Department of State
Bulletin contained this curious statement: '"Because the historical
record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous the Department
of State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish government
committed a genocide against the Armenian people"

This is not only outrageously bad history, but it has also
outraged the Armenian-American community, who have brought this
matter to my attention.

I look forward to hearing from you that this statement does
not represent official State Department policy.

Sincerely,
/<£325ﬂ2£2; Q;Z;:4;¢&2Z;¢a/

BOBBI FIEDLER ‘
Member of Congress

26600 Reoscos Bosulevard
Fancrama Cily, Cabifornia 91402
(243) 787-4776

0607 Longuwmorth Xouse %« QouMny
Washinglon, B.€. 20545

(202} 225-5844
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Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary

Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am disturbed over a recent Department of State report suggesting
that United States policy no longer recognizes the Armenian Genocide.

The article entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" which appeared
in the August 1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin contains
a footnote which reads: "Because the historical record of the 1915 events
in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish Government committed a genocide against the
Armenian people”.

Based on this statement, is it now United States policy that
the Armenian Genocide never occurred?

Such a policy would be in conflict with the State Department's
own historical records, eyewitness accounts of U.S. officials,
Congressional and international studies, and the positions of contemporary
U.S. Administrations. As recently as April 22, 1981, President Reagan
referred to the genocide of the Armenians when proclaiming natjonal
"days of remembrance" for the victims of the Holocaust.

I would appreciate a letter as soon as possible describing the
Administration's evaluation of the events which transpired from 1894
to 1923 when nearly two million Armenian people perished and 500,000
were deported from their ancestral homeland. .

Sincerely,

James J. Florio
Member of Congress

JIF/5
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WASHINGTON OFFICE:
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617—332-3920
617—223-1648

10 PURCHASE STREET

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 02722
617—674-3551

8 NORTH MAIN STREET
ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 02703
61712264723

March 2, 1983

Honorable George Shultz
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington DC 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary,

1 am writing to you concerning the article entitled, “Armenian
Terrorism: A Profile' which appeared in the August 1982 issue of the

Department of State Bulletin,

A note on page 35 of the article states: "Because the historical
record of 1915 events in Asia minor is ambiguous, the Department of
State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government committed
a genocide against the Armenian people.

The persecution that faced the Armenian people during 1915 was an
inhumane act that resulted in the death of 1.5 wmillion men, women, and
children. This massacre can not be forgotten, for if it is, the tragedy
may repeat itself.

" This human destruction must be acknowledged in a responsible manner,

~and that includes recognition on the part of the State Department.

BF/ns BARNEY FRANK
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January 28, 1983

The Honorable George P. Shultz
Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W, ,
washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secrctary:
I am concerned about the Department's revision of history included in

"Armenian Terrorism: A Profile,™ which appeared in the August 1982 edition
of the Department of State Bulletin. : .

That article stated: "Because the historical record of the 1915 events
in Asia Minor is ambiguous, thec Department of State does not endorse allegations
that the Turkish government committed a genocide against the Armenian people."

There is no ambiguity in the historical record =-- including State Department
documents, eyewitness accounts, and Congressional and other investigations --
which show that at least 1.5 million Armenians ,perished, and some 500,000 were
deported from their homeland by the Ottoman government.

In its 1979 report to the President, the President's Commission on the
Holocaust wrote: "Although we have no guarantees that those who remember
will not repeat history, the failure to remember the past
makes repetition more likely. Nothing more clearly illustrates this claim
that Hitler's alleged response to those in his government who feared international
opposition to genodice. °‘'Who remembers the Armenians?,' he asked.™ In challenging
the tragedy of the Armenians, the Department does a great disservice to those
who died in 1915, and to truth.

I urge this matter be rodressed by the Department, and look forward to
your reply on it.

Member of Congress

B8G:1k
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AWinifed Dlafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

pDecerber 30, 1982

> [!&& Honorahle George P. Schultz

Secretary of State
Washington, D.C, 20520

Peaxr Mr, Becretary:

The recent statement on the Armenian Genocide
which appasared in the Auvgust, 1982 edition of the
Department of State Bulletin contains materisl which
raises gquestions as to the Department's policy and
its understanding of fact. 7The article entitled,
“armenian Terrorism: A Profile® contains a footnote
which reads: “Because the historical record of the
1915 events in Asiza Minor is ambiguoua, the Depart-
ment of State does mot endorse allegations that the
Turkish govarnmant committed a qnnoaide against the
Armenian people.”

I vnderstand that the nepattasnt et State's auu'

-archives are replete with material documenting the
Purkish genocide of the Armenians, Contemporary
reaffirmations iaclude Congressional hearings and

statements by President Reagan and former !rnsldent{

. Carter. The history of the Armenian people and the
- record of United States intervention and hemanitarian
- assistance on behalf of the Armenians is obvious and
' the statement in the Bulletin could be viewed as am =
attempt to alter or iguore this record. Do you believe J

that there is either nnbiguity or doudt that the
Purkish government ¢committed a genoccide agnlnst the

- Armenian people?

I hope you will clarify for me the Department

-of Btate's position on the events concerning the
 hrmenian people that took place from 1215 to 1923,
- I look forward ¢o your response,

Binctrely;

 JESSE WELMS hom
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December 3, 1982

Honorable George Schultz
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

It has come to my attention that the U.S. Department of State
has committed itself to a position on the Turkish genocide of Armenians
that reflects at best very poor judgment. As is the case with any historical
event of great significance,there exists from our perspective a number
of ambiguities concerning numerical claims and specific circumstances.
This applies even to Hitler's destruction of the European Jews. However,
to deny for all practical purposes the existence of the genocide itself is
a violation not only of common sense and. of the historical record, it is
a premeditated assault on the truth.

In refusing to endorse allegations against the Turkish government,
the U.S., Department of State is implicitly accepting all of the specious
denials of the latter party, and thus in effect negating the validity of
any Armenian claims. Perhaps we should cast Solzhenitsyn's Gulag Archipelago
and The Diary of Anne Frank in a waste basket alongside the volumes of
evidence attesting to the Armenian genocide. After all, the Department had
no official representatives at either Belsen-Bergen or the Siberian death
camps to confirm the assertions of those who were merely witnesses,

In this case, the Department has gone beyond hypocrisy to the point of
conscious .  deception. Enclosed is a series of telegrams which document the
size, scope and nature of the Turkish atrocities. They are signed by one
Henry J. Morganthau, American Ambassador to Constantinople in 1915.

Turkey is an ally of the U.S., as is the Federal Republic of Germany.
The entire truth of the Armenian genocide, as far as we can know it, may
be an embarassment to the Turkish government. However, an acknowledgement
of guilt is the first step in at least living with this unforgivable crime,
and it is not a move which should be impeded by the U.S. government. I call
upon you Mr. Secretary to allow the truth to see the light of day.

Sincerely,

JAMES J. HOWARD
Member of Congress

JIH/f£

Enclosures
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WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510

January 21, 1983

The Honoraple George P. Shultz
The Secretary of State '
Department of State
2201 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20520

Trar Mr. Szrretary:

it has come to my attention that the Department of State
ceni=2d an historical fact: that the Turkish 00\81nmeuh commii
a c¢cxnocide acainst the Rrmenian people in 1815. In the Zugus
1¢&2 editicn -of the Dszartment of State Dnblication The Bull:z
&n article entitled, "Armenian Tervorism: & Profile,™ read, in ners,
"Zecauvse the historical record of the 1915 events in Zsia Minocr is
zmiriguous, the Department of State coes not endorse allegations
tnat the Turkish Goverrment committed a cenocide agalnst the
Zro.znien rzople.”

Mr. Sccoretary, "the historiczl record of the 1915 events” 1is not
ambiguous. Further, the genocide of the Armenian people in Turkey 1in
1915 is not an "allegation." Documentation of the Armenian Genocide
and the role of Turkey's Ottoman Empire in it is both exhaustive and
overwhelming. The Department of State need lock no further than its
own archives to find such evidence. It troubles and angers me that
I must write to remind the Department of State of the historical
realities of the Armenian Genocide -- a well-domumented and tragic
event which has been aptly described as the first genocide of the
20th century.

A review of nistory will reveazl that: from 1915-23, 1.5 millicn
Armenlans were massacred and 500 OOO Armenlans were ex;led by the

R A me e ae T e b A e e e o E -

Henry Morgenthau, organlzed and lead 1nternat10na1 protests, includ-
ing allies of Turkey, over Turkey's program of genocide of the
Armenian people; and in 1920 the Armenian Genocide was confirmed by
the U.S. Senate in a resolution which read, in part, "The testimony
adduced at the hearings by the sub-committee of the Senate Committee

on Foreign Relations have clearly established the truth of the reported

massacres and other atrocities from which the Armenian people have
suffered.



More recently, during a 1979 United Xations debate on the
Armenian Genocide, tha United States voted to include the Genocide
in a report entitled Study of the Qusstion of the Prevention and
Punishment of the Cr-.Eﬁof Fc10c1oe " On april 30, 1981, the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council voted uranimously to include the
Armenian Genocide in its planned memorial to victims ofithe
Holocaust. President Carter said on !May 16, 1978, ". . .there was.
a concerted effort made to eliminate all the Armenian people. . . .
In a proclamation honoring victims of the Holocaust, President
Reagan said on April 22, 1981, "Like the genocide of the Armenians
before it. . .the lessons of the Holocaust must never be forgotten."

"

Ye must recognize such atrocities -- not dé¢ny them -- in order
to prevent future trazedies ficm cccuring. Only by recognizing
these examples of man's inhumzanity.tc man can we learn the lcssons
of the past. 2AZccordingly, the Depariment of State should retract
its statement with recard to the Armenian Genocide.

Sincerely,

s,

Carl Levin

CL/ad
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Mr, George P. Shultz
Secretary of State
Department of State
2201 "C" Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Shultz:

I cannot understand why the Department of State (in the August edition
of the Department of State Bulletin in an article entitled "Armenian
Terrorism: A Profile") has apparently tried to reverse history and all
of the documentation that has been provided for so many years concerning
the Armenian genocide.

As you may know, the article in a footnote states, "Because the histor-
ical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the Department
of State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Armenian people.”

I do not believe that it is necessary to document the numerous occasions
on which United States' actions and statements have reaffirmed the
Armenian genocide. Your assistance in seeing that a complete retraction
of that unfortunate allegation in the Department of State Bulletin would
be most appreciated by the entire Armenian-American community including
a large number of my constituents, and by me.

Sincerely,
,/;/ ‘ P

TTHEW G. 'MARTY" MARTINEZ .
Member of Congress

MGM:rsr




NICHOLAS MAVROULES
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- | ’ February 16, 1983

Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

— 1 want to bring to your attention my objections’ to

7Y
i‘) i
DISTRICT OPPICKS:
B8 WassunaTon STREXT
Barem, MassaciusrrTs 01970,

(817) 7488200

140 Urnon Srmeny
Lywen, MASSACHUSETTS 01002
(817) 882-7108
TewL Fatr Werves

“ B
900) 2728720

an article "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile'" which appeared

in the August 1982 edition of the Department of State

- Bulletin.

In this publication there is a statement which requires
immediate clarification and correction. The statement in

question reads: "because the historical record of 1915 events

in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the Department of State does

not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government committed
- a genocide against the Armenian people." This statement

has succeeded only in confusing the horrible events of the

genocide. The Department of State must correct this confusion

- and clarify U.S. policy regarding the Armenian genocide.

The historic evidence on the Armenian genocide is well
o documented. I wish to quote a letter to American Ambassador
Hanry H. Morgenthau dated June 11, 1915 from consul Leslie
Davis, and which may be found in the archives of the Department
of State. Mr. Davis' records document that thousands of

Armenians were forced from their homeland. When it appeared

to the remaining women and children that the worst was over,

it was announced on Tuesday, July 13, 1915, that '"every

— Armenian without exception, must go. If it were simply a
matter of being obliged to leave here and go somewhere else
it would not be so bad, but everyone knows it is a case of

. going to one's death."

The Department of State Bulletin of August 1982 mis-

The record must be corrected.

Very sipcerely,

— cholas Mavroules
: .Member of Congress

. NM/rd

interprets the well documented events of the Armenian genocide.
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Sffice of the Republican Leader

inifed Siates Bouse of Representatives
@aghington, B.L. 20515

January 24, 1983

Honorable George Shultz
Secretary of State
Department of State
Washipgton, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have been informed by the Armenian Assembly of
- America that the Department of State, in its publication
Department of State Bulletin, has suggested the genocide
committed against the Armenian people in 1915 either did
- not take place or that the evidence is so "ambiguous"
that the truth cannot be determined.

This puzzles me, since I once inserted into the
‘Congressional Record material which appeared to me to
document the genocide. I would very much appreciate hearing
from you on this matter. Is the Department of State denying
o such acts took place or is there some problems of com-
munication involved?

H. chel
epublican Leader

RHM: mbg
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DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND
POLICY COMMITTEE

January 21, 1983

Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary

Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing you with regard to an article which appeared in
the August 1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin
entitled, "Armenian Terrorism; A Profile". .

I am most disturbed, in particular, by a footnote which reads:
"Because the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia
Minor is ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish Government committed a genocide
against the Armenian people”.

Such a statement seems to be in direct contradiction with the

State Department's own historical records. As you may recall,

on July 10, 1915, the then Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire,

Henry Norgenthau Sr. sent acable to Secretary of State Robert
Lansing stating, "of Armenians assuming unprecendented proportions...
wholesale expulsions and deportations from one end of the Empire

to the other accompanied by frequent instances of rape, pillage,

and murder, turning massacre...These measures are purely arbitrary
and directed from Constantinople™.

In addition, both Presidents Carter and Reagan have recognized
publicly the genocide that occured against the Armenian -people.

I urge that the record be corrected. Moveover, I believe it's
essential that some of the documentation regarding the horror
of the Armenian Holocaust be published in the Department of -
State Bulletin. We should never forget this dark chapter in
world history.

Sincerely,

JOHN JOSEPH MOAKLEY
Member of Congress
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Mr. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary

for Congressional Relations
State Department
2201 C Street, NW -
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Powell:
I am writing in reference to an article which appeared in the August

1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin entitled, "Armenian Terrorism:
A Profile."

Specifically, I wish to draw attention to a statement which appeared as
a note to the text of this article. This note states that "because the
historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the Department
of State does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government committed a
genocide against the Armenian people."”

It is perplexing that, after 67 years, the State Department would determine
that there 1is insufficient evidence on which to base the recognition that in
the years between 1915 and 1918 1.5 million Armenian men, women and children
perished in what then-Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire Henry Morganthau termed
a "campaign of race extermination " by the Ottoman government. The historical
record is replete with eyewitness accounts, official State Department communiques,
Congressional findings and contemporary reaffirmations of the Genocide including

statements of President Ronald Reagan. .

No statement assigning responsibility. for the genocide of the Armenian
people can detract or add to the horrible nature of the events themselves. To
diminish, in any way, the events of 1915 is not only a great injustice in itself,
but a great disservice to the memories of those 1.5 million who were killed and
to their survivors and descendants., No act of human destruction can be redeemed
if it 1s not recognized.

This is of grave concern to me and to the many Americans of Armenian descent
who live in my Congressional District, many of whom are my close personal friends.
I would hope that the Department of State would carefully reconsider this entire

matter.

Sincerely,

CARLOS J. MOORHEAD
Member of Congress

CIM:mf 10



The Speakers Nooms
Tnited States Wonse of Nepresentatives
Washington. D €. 20515
‘December 9, 1982

The Honorable George P. Schultz
Secretary of State ~
Department of State

2201 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have read the Department of State Bulletin of
August 1982 and I am deeply disturbed because the
Department takes an official position that "the Depart-
ment of State does not endorse allegations that the
Turkish Governmeni/committed a genocide against the
Armenian people®.

In modern times, genocide is a crime that can be
committed only through the instrumentalities of a
national government or with the approval of a national
govermﬁn Both President Reagan / and President
Carter”/ have acknowledged that the genocide of Armenians
took place and that it must not be forgotten. The United
States Senate confirmed the Armenian genocide on May 31,
1920 in S.Res.35%9. On April 8, 1975 the United States
House of Representatives confirmed it in H.R.J.148, which
I cosponsored. And of course the genocide is well doc-

umented in the State Department's cable from United States

diplomats in Ottoman Turkey. These cables and Ambassador
Morganthau'’s writings reflect no ambiguity regarding the

responsibility of the Ottoman Government for the hideous

fate of millions of Armenians.

1/ Corsun, Armenian Terrorism A Profile, Department of
State Bulletin, at 35, (August, 1982).

2/ Reagan, Proclamation No. 4838 F.R.Doc. 81-12627 (1981).

3/ Carter, Remarks at the White House Reception Honoring
Armenian Americans, May 16, 1978.
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The Honorable George P. Schultz
December 9, 1982
Page two

This sort of revisionism is an outrage when engaged
in by historians; it is absolutely inexcusable when it
comes from the Department of State of the greatest dem-
ocracy in the world. Consequently, I am formally requesting
the Department reconsider its position on the matter and
retract its erroneous Note of August 1982..

Sincerely, :

: . \ - N
Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. '
The Speaker

s



 CHARLES PASHAYAN, JR.
= 17TH DISTRICY, CALIFORMA

129 Carnvon Buti g
WasninaTon, D.C. 20313
(202) 225-3341

COMMITTEE ON

INTERIOR AND INSULAR
AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE ON

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL
SERVICE

'CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

December 27, 1982

Honorable George Schultz
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing in reference to an article entitled "Armenian
Terrorism" that appeared in the August 1982 issue of the Depart-
ment of State Bulletin.

The author of the article, in a note on page 35, states,
"Because the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor
is ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse allega-
tions that the Turkish Government committed a genocide against
the Armenian people...."

This statement ignores information readily available in
your Department's archives and the Proclamations of both
President Ronald Reagan and former President Jimmy Carter.
President Reagan, on April 22, 1981, stated, "Like the
genocide of the Armenians before it, the genocide of the
Cambodians which followed it--and like too many other such
persecutions of too many other peoples--the lessons of the

Holocaust must never be forgotten." That remark is contained
in Proclamation 4838. In "Remarks at the White House Recep-
tion on May 16, 1978", President Carter stated, "...in the

years preceding 1916, there was a concerted effort to eliminate
all the Armenian people, probably one of the greatest tragedies
that ever befell any group..f." -

Further, on March 13 'and 14, 1979, the United States,
Austria, Cyprus, Australia, France, the World Council of Churches,
and the International Federation of Human Rights, spoke out strong-
ly in support of the reinsertion of Paragraph 30 of a "Study of
the Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of



Honorable George Schultz
January 7, 1983
Page TwoO

Genocide, a report prepared for the United Nations -Subcommission
on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities."

Paragraph 30 states, "Passing to the modern era, one may
note the existence of relatively full documentation dealing with
the massacres of Armenians, which have been described as the
'first case of genocide in the twentieth century.'"

The statements of the Department of State Bulletin only
confuse this nation's position regarding the genocide of the
Armenian peoples, and is an inconsistency that must be eliminated.

In my mind the only ambiguity that exists is with the state-
ment made in the August 1982 issue of the Department of State
Bulletin. I should appreciate your attention to and cooperation
on eliminating this ambiguity. —

Sincerely yours,
: /

1

Member of Congress



March 3, 1983

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, the
August 1982, issue of the Department
of State Bulletin states that, “Because
the historical record of the 1915
events in Asja Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish Govern-
ment commited a genocide against the
Armenian people.” It is clear that this
statement is wrong on all counts. After
protests from Members of Congress,
the following issue of the Bulletin said
that the views expressed In this article
were not necessarily those of the De-
partment. However, this response fails
to state what the position of the De-

. partment, in fact, is on this issue.
For the official publication of the

Department of State to raise doubts
regarding the existence of this geno-
cide—in the face of the overwhelming
verifying evidence—is ridiculous.

Consider the Turkish persecution of
the Armenians. In 1914, the Turks
called a general mobilization of their
army in preparation for World War 1.
In their call they included all able-
bodied Armenians. However, beginning
in February 1915, they segregated the
Armenian troops into labor battalions.
The Turks then disarmed, and ulti-
mately worked the Armenisns to
death or massacred them. At the same
time, the young Turk Government
began to release murderers and other
criminals from prison for the express
purpose of annihilating the Arme-
nians. As a result, the Turk slaugh-
tered the entire Armenian population
of some villages.

Nineteen hundred and  fifteen
marked the beginning of large scale
deportations and massacres of the Ar-
menians, reaching a peak with the
Edict of Deportation of May 27, 1915.
Under this proclamation, the Turks
deported thousands of Armenians
from  throughout the Ottoman

" Empire. The Turks separated the men

from each group and brutally mur-
dered them, while forcing the women,
children, and elderly to march across
Asia Minor and Turkish Armenia to
the Syrian desert. Most of the march-
ers, without food, water, or adequate
shelter for long periods of time, died.

As a result of these government-led
massacres and deportations, - in the
period from 1815 to 1823, 1,600,000 Ar-
menians perished,  and more than
500,000 wére exiled.

This documentation is irrefutable. It

“is in no way an ‘“ambiguous” record.

Our own dipiomats verified the horri-
ble stories told by witnesses and survi-
vors. The U.S. Ambassador to Turkey
at the time, Henry Morgenthau, Sr., in
8 1915 telegram to the Secretary of
State called the treatment of the Ar-
menians “a campaign of race extermi-
nation.” He reiterated this allegation
in his book, *“Ambassador Morgen-
thau’s Story,” when he said that “(the
Turkish sauthorities issued) & death
warrant to a whole race * * * and, in

their conversations with me, they -

made no particular attempt to conceal

“the fact,” This is testimony from an

American Ambassador, an agent of
American diplomacy. It leaves no room
for ambiguity.

President Reagan said, in a procla-
mation on April 22, 1981, that ““the les-
sons of the (genocide of the Arme-
nisns) must never be forgotten.” This
is clearly true. The denial of the fact
of the Armenian genocide is an affront
to all who valne human He, and de-

There are two steps peeded to rectl-
Iy this gitustion: The fixst i3 an un-
equivocal retraction of this Staie De-
partment error. The second, crucial
Step is ratification of the Genocide
Convention. Ratification will tell the
world, once and for all, that the

pever cease to be the proud guardian
of human rights. We must make R
clear that we recognize any snd all
genocide, past and future, as what it
fz—an unconscionable crime against all
of humanity, I strongly urge my cal-
feagues to join me in seeking ratifica-
tion of this essential treaty.

‘CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ~— SENATE
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ROBERT A. ROE . WASHINGTON OFFICE
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- APPLICATIONS 158 BoONTON ROAD
December 3 ’ 19 82 WAYRE, NEW JERSEY 07470
' 201-696-2077

Mr. Ross Vartian
Executive Director
— - Armenian Assembly of America
1420 "N" Street, N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Vartian:

- Just a note to let you know that I have received your
letter and accompanying literature pertaining to the State
Department's refusal to endorse allegations that the Turkish

— government committed a genocide against the Armenian people.

Needless to say, I deeply share your concern in this matter.

By all means, I am looking intoc this situation, and will

immediately be back in touch with you as soon as I have a

report.

It is a pleasure to be of service.
With all good wishes.
Sincerely,

Rgpe
JCongress
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COMMITTELS:

INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN
COMMERCE

CHAIRM AN, SUBCOMMITTEX ON
HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

BURT MARGOLIN
ADM M STRATIVE ASEISTANT

#laghington, B.C. 20515

HENRY A. WAXMAN
247H DiISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

December 10, 1982

Mr. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary

for Congressional Relations
State Department

2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20502

Dear Mr. Moore:

I am writing to strongly protest a statement made in an article entitled
"Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" in the August issue of the Department of State
Bulletin regarding the Turkish massacre of Armenians in 1915. A conc¢luding
footnote in this article states that "Because the historical record of the 1915
events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse alle-
gations that the Turkish Government committed a genocide against the Armenian

people.' This statement is completely incompatible with our government's
previous posture on this issue.

State Department communiques from Ambassador Henry S. Morgenthau and other
State Department officials during this point in history give straightforward,
uniform eyewitness accounts of the Turkish massacre. There is absolutely no
ambiguity in their reports that it was a '"campaign of race extermination," a
systematic plan to crush the Armenian race," and ‘without a doubt a carefully
planned scheme to thoroughly extinguish the Armenian race."

As recent as April 22, 1981, President Reagan specifically referred to the
genocide of the Armenian people in his proclamation honoring the anniversary of
the liberation of those held in Nazi death camps during World War II. If any
nevw evidence has emerged since this time, I would very much like to have the
opportunity to review it. If there is none, however, the State Department's

reassessment of the recorded events in 1915 1is unwarranted and should be promptly
and formally retracted.

With many thanks for your attention to my deep concern, I am

Sincerely,
viagf“ o e

HENRY A. WAXMAN
Member of Congress

_ BAW:pd
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DANTE 8. FASCELL. FLA WALLIAM §. BROOMFIELD. MICH.

LEE M. HAMILTON, tND. LAY YN JR. KANS.

o < - Congress of the Anited States
MWCHAEL D BARNES. 8D MENRY J MYDE ILL.

ST e BSOS Committee on Foreign Affairs
ek e  %ouse of Representatives

rnes b i | Washington, B.C. 20515

February 10, 1983

Mr. Ross Vartian

Executive Director

Armenian Assembly of Amerlca
1420 N Street, N.W.

Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Vartian:

This is in further reference to my letter to you of
December 1 regarding the August 1982 State Department Bulletin

on Armenian terrorism.

As you will note from the enclosed letter, the article
in question was the subject of a January meeting between
State Department officials and members of the Armenian-American
community. It appears that this meetlng succeeded in assurlng
the Armenian representatives that the views contained in this
article were not meant as an expression of official U.S. policy.

I share your hope that such unfortunate misunderstadings
will be avoided in the future through better communication
between Armenian community leaders and our government officials.

Please be assured it was a pleasure to be of assistance
in this matter.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Chairman

Enclosure

CJZ:cg



i
o
e

by

A

A Vs /
I e
v‘.’:\" S
ey o}‘ ey m,)vu\./wﬁ,‘)‘, S x,

B 7, i

,_,\n"" :' 9

i
§ f‘ '»ww

,‘,'.,x’f.“»" (’ﬂ‘w

r/-'x

' i

m.(rw(\r"w
sh

L ;‘,’«;w,“: i

s i 3

:w»,’%\,;r? S

Sty 'w

i
o i
o S 'Y»v»z»w‘.m,_‘ o
A 0 i W\L St

i
i i “ - Sn i ,\m‘, »’zn”ﬁ;l
s w‘“‘M‘ L, i o ;A \,’/“QJ\«:\W‘M,«\M 2
e’“"“s‘c i w e & ,;}gm\;.«y«)
g \y,;‘g‘:\r“\, “- i i
)\i;&x;,:t«hm?\' ,,f},‘,’ﬂ b M,‘.‘u M e
L wam‘“‘
Ll
e

el
sﬁu ;~:‘::;':,w,2, :
x L

Jec
)‘?v;"z”f”

AR
q,\‘}p'\\ﬁuh‘y\ «W, SR
3
i
“,0,\,

"ww,,« y w
i i

i ‘

A
i e
i U

xw(
i

o i ,,,\Hv.. 2
o
e
_l,"s“‘r’mw
o
o

"u ‘wh

’/*,
(,w M »-fl\

o 5.:\,_
o
o

o » VAR L
o

G
T :A:‘Jm.\e,m:, it
i b

\p\v,\,(
”’?"
VA i
o
W;r/ i

‘fﬂn; gtl’m\)m‘

s

'l;"i;\‘-{

0 ‘i‘,/ S
ﬂ:i’;t/r ﬁ{Me

o "Nﬁv‘%x o

i KM.‘ A;‘%ww,}r
;W {‘/ e

o

\
uw w
.
i fq‘/ql“
|

;@j;/«,

]v
%,“*

2
st

P

e

e

r‘m

i
i
: A}j[m\

v
i

i

- o
S

gﬂ&;
M

S

m

iy
&w;,;:
SR

s ‘,0 i
,*

s
e \», Bl

e

o

»\’(

W
L
e s

e

/»wlx

» .

s

i

l’\‘,

i
L

o
o

p.w(

4oty

e

= .
v (é@x
.

,‘ ) ’.J‘ /f
i L
7 (MM{M )

M\

. .
.
,m«s;M .

&m
A
i

-

e
S

w,,u s
i

m\k:
e y\[&.w 5 ‘/

u

B

P n,
‘::z {xﬁ, p,"
g -

o
T i

S
w;u,

L ;,\

N







United States Department of State

~

: £ !“.‘.
Washington, D.C. 20520 = !

{

Dear Mr. Howard:

The Secretary has asked me to reply to your recent letter
regarding issues raised by the article "Armenian Terrorism: A
Profile," which appeared in the August 1982 issue of the
Department of State Bulletin.

Ed Derwinski, Assistant Secretary of State for Public
Affairs John Hughes, and other Department officials met on
January 12 with five individuals reflecting a broad
cross-section of the Armenian-American community. At this
frank, cordial, and mutually educational meeting, Mr. Hughes
explained that, upon assuming his responsibilities as Assistant
Secretary of State for Public Affairs, he had looked into the
circumstances surrounding the publication of the article on
Armenian terrorism and its accompanying footnotes. The
article, a part of a special section intended to convey the
Department's serious concern over terrorism, whatever the group
or justification invoked for violent actions, was published as
an article of interest and not as an official statement of
policy. - ‘

The following editor's note was published in the very next
(September 1982) issue of the Bulletin:

The article, "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile," which
appeared in the feature on terrorism in the August 1982
issue of the Bulletin, does not necessarily reflect an
official position of the Department of State, and the
interpretive comments in the article are solely those of
the author.

I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm that
neither the article "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" nor the
accompanying footnote represented an effort to present an
official position of the Department of State.

The Honorable
James J. Howard,
House of Representatives.



s
Gy

i

I appreciate your expression of concern and regret any '
misunderstanding that may have arisen from the publication of
this informational article in our Bulletin, which is normally
reserved for authoritative statements of policy. I hope this
information is useful in clarifying this matter.

Sincerely,

Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations
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United States Department of State

Washington. D.C. 20520

January 28, 1933

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Assistant Secretary of State for Congressional Affairs
Powell A. Moore promised in his January 7 letter to keep you
abreast of developments on the issues raised by the August 1982
Department of State Bulletin article "Armenian Terrorism: A
Profile." 1In this regard, 1 am writing to you on behalf of the
Department of State.

Ed Derwinski, I and other Department officials participated
on January 12 in a frank, cordial, and mutually educational
meeting with five individuals reflecting a broad cross-section
of the Armenian-American community. At this meeting, I
explained that since assuming my position as Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs last summer, I had carefully
investigated the circumstances surrounding the publication of
the article on Armenian terrorism and its accompanying
footnotes. The article was published as part of a special

. e———
section on terrorism intended to convey the Department's
serious concern over terrorism, whatever the group or the
justification invoked for violent actions. The article on
Armenian terrorism was published, not as an official statement
of policy but as an article of interest. After its publication
and receipt of inquiries, we published in the very next edition
of the Bulletin (September) the editor's note which follows:

The article, "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile,"
which appeared in the feature on terrorism in the
Rugust 1982 issue of the Bulletin, does not neces-
sarily reflect an official position of the Department
of State, and the interpretive comments in the
article are solely those of the author.

The Honorable
Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.,
Speaker,
House of Representatives.



-2-

The Armenian-Americans with whom we met raised no objection
to the September editor's note in itself. Nonetheless, I want
to confirm to you as we did to them that neither the Augqust
footnote nor the article represented an effort to present_ tbhe
official position of the Department of State. Pubiication of
the article and the footnote represented no policy change by = —
the Department.

1 appreciate your directing our attention to this problem _
and giving us the opportunity to clarify the matter. I hope
that you find the above explanation helpful.

SincCerely,

.. Assigtant Secretary
Public Affairs and
Department Spokesman






~ ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

1420 "N STREET. DWW« SUITE 101«  WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 - » (202) 332-3434

January 12, 1983

The Honorable George M. Schultz
Secretary of State
- Washington, DC 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We, the undersigned individuals, believing that our collective views
are shared by the entire Armenian-American community, extend our
appreciation for the opportunity to meet with Counselor Derwinski and
Assistant Secretary Hughes to exchange views on the controversy
created by the "Note" which appeared at the end of an article
entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" from the August 1982 issue
™ of the Department of State Bulletin. We are encouraged by the

' explanations given to us by Department officials during our meeting,
particularly their candid observations as to how the problem arose.
We were specifically advised that the statement which reads, in part,
"Because the historical record of the 1915 events in Asia Minor is
ambiguous, the Department of State does not endorse allegations that
the Turkish Govermment committed a genocide against the Armenian
people," does not represent Department policy.

Given this exchange of views, we aie now convinced that the
1 Department will respond affirmatively to our request for a retraction
. of the "Note" at the next appropriate opportunity. You can be
assured of our continued cooperation with the Department in the
o~ resolutjon of this matter,

Sincerely,

Nubar Dorian Hirair Hovnanian Aram Kaloosdian

Set Momjian Harry Sachaklian

\
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<United States Department of State

1

Washington, D.C. 20520~ g

November 16, 1982

Dear Ms. Akgulian:

With reference to your letter of November 3, I am
sorry that you found anything objectionable in my
presentation. I should like to point out, however, that
I was not referring to "the Armenian situation," but
rather to the actions of a small, unrepresentative group
which has engaged in terrorist tactics -- tactics to
which you yourself are "totally opposed," according to
your letter. .

As to my reference to the "alleged" genocide, this
is in fact the position taken by the Department of State.
While many groups use the term genocide to describe the
events of 1915-16, the Turkish Government avers that the
term is not accurate. The United States Government takes
no position on this issue. Whatever took place seventy
years ago, you and I can agree on our opposition to ter-
rorist tactics -- and it was to that point that I was

speaking.

I appreciate that the term "alleged" offends you,
but it is accurate in this case -- one side alleges that
genocide took place, the other denies it. The important
thing from the United States' point of view is that all
terrorism be stopped, regardless of the specific histor-
ical circumstances which gave rise to it. On this I
hope we can agree.

Sincerely,

o éiﬁvfik;/(

: Norman Antokol
Office for Combatting Terrorism

Ms. Rose Akgulian,
422 South Street,
Racine, Wisconsin 53402.
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Pruclamahon 4838 of April 22, 1981

Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust

By the President of the United States of America

‘A Proclamation

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to - the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust. Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible
moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history of
our world.

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and sick
destructiveness, the world came to a vivid and tragic understanding of the evil
it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those names—
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, Treblinka and so many others—became
synonymous with horror.

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers, the inhuman crematoria, and the
thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now
part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how
precious is civilization, how important is liberty, and how heroic is the human
spirit.

Like the genccide of the Armenians before it, and the genocide of the
Cambodians which followed it—and like too many other such persecutions of
too many other peoples—the lessons of the Holocaust must never be forgotten.

As part of its mandate, the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed to
designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national, civic commemoration
of the Holocaust, and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observances
throughout the United States. This year, the national Days of Remembrance
will be observed on April 26 through May 3.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1. RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of
America, do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this solemn
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps, with appropriate study,
prayers and commemoration, as a tribute to the spirit of freedom and justice
which Americans fought so hard and well to preserve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of April,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

Gt







The Spraker’s Rooms
IS IHouse of Representatives
IWashingtom, B.C. 20515

February 8, 1983

The Honorable John Hughes
Assistant Secretary for

Public Affairs and

Department Spokesman
United States Department of State

- Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Secretary Hughes:

Thank you for your response to my letter of December 9
to Secretary Schultz.

I am pleased to learn that the note accompanying the
article entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile" which appeared
in the August 1982 issue of the Department. of State Bulletin
represents neither an effort to present the official position
of the Department nor a change of policy.

Given the contrary impression conveyed by the note and the
grave concern expressed to the Department by many people I had
hoped that your response would have included an unegquivocal re-
traction of the note, as well as, a reaffirmation of the fact of
the Armenian genocide. Nonetheless, I infer from the Department's
clarification that there is no change in this Nation's historic
recognition of the Armenian genocide as reaffirmed recently by
President Reagan in Proclamation 4838.

An explicit confirmation of my inference by the Department
of State would be most helpful so that any remaining ambiguity
regarding the position of the United States in this matter is

eliminated.
Sincerely,

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.
The Speaker
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February 25, 1983

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary

for Congressional Relations
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Moore:

Thank you for your response to my letter of December 3, 1982, to
Secretary Schultz. Although the Editor's note appearing in the September
edition of the Department's Bulletin is a step in the right direction,
it is far from adequate in either tone ar substance. Merely asserting
that the article in question "does not necessarily reflect an official
position of the Department of State” fails, in light of the historical
facts (including Ambassador Morgenthau's telegrams), to constitute an
adequate clarification of the Department’s position. Under the present
circumstances, only an ungualified acknowledgement would be acceptable.

It must be remembered that while the fact of Turkish guilt has yet
to be admitted, memories of this century's first genocide burn painfully
in the hearts of Armenians throughout the world. Any American failure
to fully recognize the copiously documented fact of the Armenian genocide
represents a grievous and wholly inexcusable error on the part of the
State Department. With the advent of Presidential Proclamation 4838,
the Department's position also represents a glaring policy inconsistency.

‘ The ambivalence of the State Department on this issue will not fade
unnoticed into bureaucratic oblivion. As long as the legacy of this human
tfagedy lingers in the minds of Armenians, as long as the accuracy of the
historical record remains a casuality of State Department policy, American
honor will remain in question. I trust that you will soon contact me

regarding a permanent resolution of this issue.

Sincerely,

JAMES J. HOWARD
Member of Congress

JIH: ff/r]
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February 23, 1983

Honorable Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary for

Congressional Relations
United States Department of State

™ Washington, D.C.

20520

Dear Secretary Moore:

Schultz.

Thank you for your response to my letter of December 8 to Secretary

o 1 appreciate learning that the footnote which appeared in the August
1982 edition of the Department of State Bulletin, concerning the Armenian
genocide, did not represent an effort to present an official position of

. the Department of State.

However, your letter did not respond to my question of December 8

if the Department of State has made a change to our Natiom's historic

recognition of the Armenian genocide.

, Again, I request a letter as soon as possible describing the
Administration's evaluation of the events which transpired from 1894 to

1923 when nearly two

million Armenian people perished and 500,000 were

deported from their ancestral homeland.

With best wishes,

JIF:5:¢7

- Enclosure:

Sincerely,

e

ES 4. FLORIO
Memb¢r of Congress

December 8, 1982 letter to Secretary of State Shultz
from Rep. Florio
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February 28, 1983

Mr. Ross Vartian

Executive Director

Armenian Assembly of America
1420 N Street, N.W.

Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Vartian:

Thank you for your letter of recent date in further reference to the
article in the August, 1982 State Department Bulletin. 1 appreciate re-
ceiving a copy of Speaker 0'Neill's letter to Secretary Hughes on this

matter.

Please be assured of my willingness to cooperate with Speaker 0'Neill
in any way he may deem appropriate in seeking a clear reaffirmation of the
fact of Armenian genocide.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Chai

CJZ:cg
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OF CALIFORNIA 19 April 1983

Honorable George Deukmeijian
Governor

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Deukmejian:

A press release, #340, dated March 29 1982, from Senator
Roberti's office, urged all Californians to observe April 24 as a
remembrance day for victims of genocide, particularly Armenians, and
also urged that the State flag be lowered.

Of themselves, these statements are commendable in that they
remind man of his relationship to his fellow man. However, when such
resolutions as ACR 51 are based upon historical distortions,
mis-information, and allegations, they can only be seen as ethnically
divisive and politically motivated. It should be noted that
disinterested Western Scholars have refuted claims by radical
Armenian groups that there was a deliberately planned genocide
against the Armenian people by the Ottoman government.

It is shameful and sad that California governmental institutions
are being used to promote resolutions based upon claims which
allegedly took place 70 years ago, in a foreign land far away from
California. There are no claims of acts of violence against present
day Armenians, yet today, Armenian terrorism against Turks continues
to escalate worldwide.

This expanding Armenian terrorism must give you cause for
concern, sir. You have presented yourself to California as a
defender of law and order; yet elements of your ethnic community
tarnish the Armenian name and seem to be beyond law, order and
respect for fellow man.

We trust that you will, as a duly elected public official,
promote the welfare of all constituents and not promote nor foster
ethnic division by supporting a resolution (ACR 51), which is based
upon allegations.



‘;bvernor Deukmeijian - Page 2 ~

“You are undoubtedly aware that
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Respectfully,
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Bonnie Joy Kaslan

cc: Members of California State Legislature
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