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Lengthy meeting this afternoon with Gorba and Nir followed by
discussion with Kangarlu via phone. Following are salient
points. Kangarlu believes he has demonstrated his ability to
perform and has expectations we are now prepared to deal.
Despite our earlier and current protestations that we want all
hostages before we deliver anything, this is clearly not the way -
they want to proceed. They see clearly that the ball is now in
our court. In discussion with Kangerlu he repeatedly asked quote
- "when are you going to deliver". While Kangarlu made no
specific threat, he noted that he was under intense pressure and
could not totally control events. We will call him back 28 July
at 1100 Frankfurt time and urge that he come to Europe for a
meeting and to do nothing rash in the meantime. We are trying to
make this idea attractive - using points he made

re: a "special account" for him as an incentive.
Please pass to JMP how effective Waite has been in this and send
out thank-you to Amman and Damascus for expediting his movement
and boarding the aircraft with Jenco. Jenco has expressed a
desire to thank the three world leaders responsible for his
release. The Pope, The Archbishop of Canterbury and RR. The
first two intend to oblige. Can we deliver on the last? Unodir
we will call Kangarlu in A.M. and urge him to meet us in Europe
ASAP. Since it will take him several days to get authorization
to come, we plan to return to D.C. via Pan Am 061 on 28 July and
report to JMP in evening. Please advise via this channel if
other instructions obtain. Warm regards. North/Cave

Bottom line, is that if we want to prevent the death of one of
the three remaining hostages, we are going to have to do
something.
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Lengthy meeting this afternoon with Gorba and Nir followed by
discussion with Kangerlu via phone. Following are salient
points. Kangerlu believes he has demonstrated his ability to
perform and has expectations we are now prepared to deal.
Despite our earlier and current protestations that we want-all
hostages before we deliver anything, this is clearly not the way
they want to proceed. They see clearly that the ball is now in
our court. In discussion with Kangerlu he repeatedly asked quote
- "When are you going to deliver". While Kangerlu made no
specific threat, he noted that he was under intense pressure and
could not totally control events. We will call him back 28 July
at 1100 Frankfurt time and urge that he come to Europe for a
meeting and to do nothing rash in the meantime. We are trying to
make this idea attractive - using points he made

re: a "special account" for him as an incentive.
Please pass to JMP how effective this has been in this and send
out thank-you to Amman and Damascus for expediting his movement
and boarding the aircraft with Jenco. Jenco has expressed a
desire to thank the three world leaders responsible for his
release. The Pope, The Archbishop of Canterbury and RR. The
first two intend to oblige. Can we deliver on the last? Unodin
we will call Kangerlu in A.M. and urge him to meet us in Europe
ASAP. Since it will take him several days to get authorization
to come, we plan to return to D.C. via Pan Am 061 on 28 July and
report to JMP in evening. Please advise via this channel if
other instructions obtain. Warm regards. North/ Cave

- P.S. Please call Dewey and tell him George will send hard copy
DNE v mess to he and Tom Twetten in A.M. via NIACT

Bottom line, is that if we want to prevent the death of one of
the three remaining hostages, we are going to have to do
something.
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United States Department of Suate

Washingon, D.C.. 20520

JULY 26, 1986

NENORANDUM FOR ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY RAPHEL

AND DIRECTOR OF COUNTER TERRORISM AND EMERGENCY
PLANNING OAKLERY

SUBJECT: wWorking Group Designation -
Hostage Release working Group

The Secretary has instructed that a Working Group
under your ditection be established in the Operations
Center, effective 1200 BDT, July 26, 1986 to
coordinate activities related to the release of
Lavzence Jenco.

Nembecsnhip in this Working Group will include
Consular Aftfairs and Public Affairs as wall as your
two oftices. The Working Group should operate during
BOLRaL working hours and such other times as required
by the situation. Mo tegularly scheduled Situation
Reports ace required.

Y A

Nicholas Platt
S8xecutive Secretary
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THIS VIDEDO IS BEING RECORDED ON THE
25TH DAY OF JULY §986. I AM DAVID
JACOBSEN, THE HOSPITAL DIRECTOR AT THE
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT MEDICAL
CENTER. AT LEAST I WAS UNTIL TUESDAY,
AFRIL 28, 1985. I WAS TAKEN FOLITICAL
HOSTAGE. THAT WAS 424 DAYS AGO, NEARLY
14 MONTHS, A VERY LONG TIME BY ANY
MEASUREMENT OF TIME. I WANT TO SEND MY
LOVE AND GREETINGS AND MY BEST WISHES
TO AMERICANS EVERYWHERE, TO ALL FREE
PEOFLE AND ESFECIALLY TO MY FAMILY, TO
MY LADY, AND TO THE FAMILIES OF
LAWRENCE JENCO, TERRY ANDERSON AND TOM
SOUTHERLAND. TO OUR FAMILIES AND
FRIENDS I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE ARE
ALIVE AND WE'RE REASONAERLY WELL AND WE
ARE PROVIDED THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF
L.LIFE AS WE REMAIN FAITHFUL TO OUR GOD,
TO OUR MORAL AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND
WE ARE DETERMINED TO BE FREE AGAIN. YOU
ARE ALWAYS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND WE LOOK
FORWARD TO THE DAY OF OUR REUNION. WE
KNOW OF THE VERY GREAT EFFORTS THAT
YOU, OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS AND OTHER
AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE MADE TO SECURE
OUR RELEASE. FLEASE CONTINUE YOUR
EFFORTS, AND REDOUBLE THOSE EFFORTS.
DON'T LET OUR GOYERNMENT FORGET US OR
THE URGENCY TO SECURE OUR RELEASE.
ALTHOUGH WE ARE THOUSANDS OF MILES
AFART WE FEEL YOUR ANXIETY, YOUR
CONCERN AND YOUR LOVE

I KNOW ABOUT THE RECENT CENTENNIAL
CEREMONY AT THE STATUE OF LIBERTY AND
THE WORDS OF PRESIDENTS REAGAN AND
MITTERRAND. BUT YOU ALSO MUST KNOW THAT
LIBERTY CANNOT BE EXFRESSED ONLY EY A
STATUE. WE MUST HAVE DEEDS. AND NOW IS
THE TIME FOR DEEDS. SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS
KEEF ALIVE THE FACT THAT WE ARE BEING
KEFT HOSTAGE AND SOMETHING MUST BE DONE
TO FREE US. AFTER SUCH CEREMONIES MOST
FEOFLE GO HOME TO BE WITH THEIR
FAMILIES, ENJOY THEIR FREEDOMS WHILE
OUR FAMILIES GO HOME TO FICTURES AND
MEMORIES OF US.

WE REMAIN FAR AWAY FROM HOME, HOSTAGES

- i -
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IN A FOREIGN LAND, HOFING TO BE FREE,
DISCOURAGED AND EXISTING IN A VERY
UNFLEASANT CONDITION OF MAXIMUM
SECURITY IMPRISONMENT.

TODAY WE HAVE THE GOOD NEWS THAT FATHER
LAWRENCE JENCO WAS RELEASED FROM
CAFTIVITY AFTER 550 DAYS OF
IMFRISONMENT. MY CAPTORS HAVE TOLD ME
THAT FATHER JENCO LIKE THE REVEREND
BENJAMIN WEIR WAS RELEASED AS A SIGN OF
GOOD FAITH, BUT THAT THE AMERICAN
GOYERNMENT DID NOT RECIFROCATE WHEN BEN
WEIR WAS RELEASED. I PRAY THEY WILL DO
SO NOW.

MY CAFTORS TOLD ME THAT THIS IS THE
VERY LAST SIGN OF THEIR GOODWILL AND
THAT OUR RELEASE WILL BE BY DEATH IF
THE GOVERNMENT DOESN'T NEGOTIATE RIGHT
NOW. FATHER JENCO WAS HELD FOR 350
DAYS. TERRY ANDERSON OF THE ASSOCIATED
FRESS HAS BEEN HELD FOR 496 DAYS. TOM
SOUTHERLAND, THE DEAN OF AGRICULTURE AT
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF EBEIRUT, HAS
BEEN HELD 412 DAYS AND I HAVE BEEN HELD
424DAYS.

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT WE WILL BE
RELEASED ONLY WHEN THE AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT ACCEFTS OUR CAFTORS'
DEMANDS. FREISURE BY OTHER GOVERNMENTS
ON OUR CAFTIVES OR THE USE OF FORCE
JUST WILL NOT WORK.

TO DATE, THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, IT
HAS REFUSED TO NEGOTIATE, THEY REFUSED
TO NEGOTIATE IN ANY WAY. IF WILLIAM
EUCKLEY WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE WOULD HAVE
BEEN HELD IN CAPTIVITY TWO AND ONE-HALF
YEARS. DURING THIS TIME, NOT ONE
NEGOTIATION EBY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT.
UNFORTUNATELY WILLIAM BUCKLEY WAS
EXECUTED. OUR SYMFATHIES TO HIS WIFE
AND HIS FOUR CHILDREN.

WILLIAM EBUCKLEY WOULD BE ALIVE TODAY IF
NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN CONDUCTED.
SEVERAL GOLDEN OFFORTUNITIES HAVE EEEN
MISSED BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

3
i
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BECAUSE THEY HAVE FAILED TO NEGOTIATE.
THERE ARE DAYS WHEN I BELIEVE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT REALLY DOESN'T CARE ABOUT °
ME, AND THAT WE HAVE EBEEN TOTALLY
ABANDONED. IT SEEMS THAT MY GOVERNMENT
OR AT LEAST MY FRESIDENT, MIGHT BE A
FRISONER OF AN ABSURD SUBSERVIENCE TO A
FOLITICAL FOSITION OF °"WE WILL NOT :
ASSOCIATE WITH TERRORISTS." JUST
REMEMBER THAT ONE FERSON'S TERRORLST
MAY BE ACTUALLY SOMEBODY ELSE'S FREEDOM
FIGHTER. ONE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE IN THE
LONG TIMES PAST IN THIS HOSTAGE CRISIS
THAT WE ARE NO CLOSER TO RELEASE THAN
ON THE DAY WHICH WE WERE KIDNAPPED.

SO MUCH SAID FOR THE EFFECTIVNESS OF
FOIANT DIFLOMACY. MAYBE IT IS TRUE THAT
OUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ______ AND
FERHAFS EVEN LYING TO OUR FAMALIES. I
FRAY TO GOD THAT THIS IS NOT SO. MAY MY
FAMILY AND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC PLEASE
FORGIVE ME IF I GIVE THE IMFRESSION
THAT I FEEL LIKE I AM ONE OF GENERAL
CUSTERS MEN, OR ONE OF THE MEN AT THE
ALAMO WAITING FOR HELP TO ARRIVE. THEY
KNOW THE END OF THEIR STORIES. FRAY
THAT OURS WILL BE HAFPPIER AND YOU KNOW
FERHAFS. THERE IS SOMETHING THAT YOU
WILL BE ABLE TO DO TO HELP US BE
RELEASED. I AM VERY TIRED AND I AM
FRUSTRATED AND TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH I
AM VERY ANGRY. WHY WON'T THE GOVERNMENT
NEGOTIATE FOR OUR RELEASE? THEY HAVE
NEGOTIATED FOR OTHER AMERICANS, WHY NOT
US? IT TOOK THEM FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY
DAYS TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF THE
IRANIAN EMBASSY HOSTAGES. IT TOOK AROUT
THREE WEEKS TO FREE THE TWA
HOSTAGES . . .NEGOTIATIONS IN BOTH CASES.
OUR GOVERNMENT EVEN NEGOTIATES VO FREE
CITIZEN FROM RUSSIA, SOUTH AFRICA SO
WHY NOT US? WE'RE ONLY CRYING BECAUSE
WE ARE AMERICANS, LOYAL AMERICANS.
FERHAFPS THERE IS A FOLITICAL FPRICE FOR
THAT.

THE RUSSIANS GOT THEIR MAN OUT IN ONE
MONTH ALTHOUGH THEY DID LOSE ONE OF
THEIR MEM. WE HAVE ALREADY LOST OUR
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MAN, WILLIAM BUCKLEY, MAY HE REST IN
FEACE. AND WE'VE REEN HERE A YEAR AND A
HALF. OUR CAPTORS CLAIM THAT THE
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN STALLING
FOR TIME AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT
AFFROACH WILL NOT WORK ANY LONGER. AND
THEY ARE FREFPARED TO ACT AS THEY DID IN
THE CASE OF WILLIAM BUCKLEY. WHAT ARE
THE CONDITIONS OF OUR RELEASE? I DON'T
KNOW. BUT FATHER MARTIN HAS BEEN GIVEN
THE INSTRUCTIONS. ’

xx%%xTHIS AFFEARS TO BE THE END OF
TAFE % %% %%

* INDICATES UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND

FROM TAFE




TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR FATHER JENCO'S RETURN

(ALL TIMES LOCAL)

TUESDAY, JULY 29 -

ETD 1600 Rhein Maiﬁ, Germany
ETA 1730 Rome, Italy
Remain Overnight Rome, Italy

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30

1000 Meeting with Pope
ETD 1100 Ambassador Oakley and debriefing team depart
ETD 1600 Rome, Italy
ETA 1730 London, England
Remain overnight London, England

THURSDAY, JULY 31

TBD Meeting w/Archbishop of Canterbury
Remain overnight London, England

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

680 ppp Depart London, England
| 200 TBD Arrive Andrews AFB
/40D TBD Meeting with The President

(Times will be determined to meet The President's schedule for
meeting with the Jenco family.)
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EIDMNAFPERS RELEAESE U 5. HOSTAGE TO SYRIAMS

CEDS: MEW STORY. JEMCD OFFICIALLY FREE. UPDATES THROUGHOUT)

BY RaSHID SInmMO

BEIRUT, JULY 2&, REUTER - & RADICAL MOSLEM GROUF TODAY FREED
.5, PRIEST LaWREMCE JEMCO AFTER 564 DAYE &5 & HOETAGE,
RELEASING HIM TO SYRIA WHICH IMFURMED WMAESHIMGTOM THAT JERNCO
HOULD BE TURMED OWMER TO THE U.S. GOVERMMENT.

JEMCD, & ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST, WAS HAMDED OQWER TO 5Y
FORCES IM LEBAMNOM"S EASTERM BEEAS WaLLEY AMD TakKEM ACROSE
BORDER TO DAaMaEZCUS, SECURITY SOURCES SAIL0.

A SYRIAN PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESMAM SAID JEMCO ""IS MOW IM THE
HarDE OF SyRIaMN AUTHORITIES aAND HAaS aRRIVED IM DaMascus. "

N WAEHIMNGTON & STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESWOMAN SAID, "1 CAM
FHEFIRM THAT THE SYRIAME HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY H&VE REVEREMD
JEMNEO-AND- THAT THEY WILL BE TURNING HIM OVER TO THE ULS
OVERMNMENT . " "

THE SPOKESMWOMAN SAID SHE H&D WO OTHER DETAILS OF REFORTS THAT
JEMCD WAaS RELEASED FIRST IM LEBAMNOM"S EASTERM BERKSS VALLEY
BEFCORE BEIMG TURMED OVER TO THE SYRIAME.

THE PFRO-IRANIAMN ISLAMIC JIHAD (HOLY WAR) GROUP ANRMOUNCED
EARLIER IMN BEIRUT IT WAS FREEIMG JEMCO &% & GOCODMWILL GESTURE
BECAUSE HIS HEALTH WAS DETERIORATIMG. JEMCO"S FAMILY Sa1D HE
SUFFERS FROM & SERIOUS HEART COMDITION.

ISLAMIC JIHAD DELIVERED & PHOTOGRAFPH OF THE BALDING PRIEST,
SHORWIMNG HIM LOOKIMNG HAGGARD. A

JERCO, HEAD OF THE BEIRUT OFFICE OF THE MEW YORK-BASED CHARITY
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES, WAS SEIZED JaMNUARY 8 15285.

aT LEAST THREE AMERICAME ARE STILL HELD BY ISLAMIC JIHAD CHOLY
WERD . WHICH THREATEMED TO KILL THEM IF KUWSIT FAILS TO FREE LIF
sRABS JAILED FOR BOMBIMNGS IN THE FERSIAM GULF STATE IM 13283,
EURASIT SUPPORTS IRAL IM ITS GULF WAR AGHIMET IRAM.

THE CLAMDESTIME GROUF, IM & STATEMEMT PUBLISHED IMN TKHO
NEWSPAPERS ARNMNOUNMCING JEMCO"S RELEASE, SAID, ""THIS WILL BE OUR
LeyST INITIATIVE. THE COMSEQUEMCES WILL BE GRAVE IF CQUR DEMAMDS
ARE MOT MET.""

FIRST U.5. REACTION TO JEMCO"S RELEASE W&E FROM ITS BEIRUT
EMBASSY, WHERE & SPOKESMAMN DESCRIBED IT AS ""MARVELLOUS MEWS™".
HE S&lID IT MHQ TOO EARLY TO S&Y WHETHER & REFORTED IMCREASE IN
SYRIAM PRES THE KIDNAFPERS lias BEHIND THE BELEASE .

S L I”FL“E”TIHL WITH MabT FACTIONS I LEBAMOMN, SENMT TROOPS
INTO MOSLEM WEST BEIRUT THIS MONTH FOR THE FIRST TIME IM FOUR
TEARS TO BACK & LEBSMNESE CRACKDOWS OM MILITIA ARNARCHY .

THE TROOPEZ &RE DUE TO FAM OUT MEXT WEEK INTO WEST BEIRUT"S
SOUTHERM SUBURES, & BASTIOW OF FRO-IRAMIAN MOSLEM EXTREMISTES.

MaMy OF THE 18 FOREIGMNERS NIEEIHH I LEBAMNOM —— INCLULIMNG
FREMCH, AMERICAM, BRITIE iBH, 5 COREAMN Akl ITTAL AR
NATIONALS -- ARE BELIEVED Tﬂ HH”E EEEH HELD IMN THE SUEBURES AT
VaRIoUs TIMES.

THE PLAMMED MOVE IMNTO THE SUBURES BY & JOIMT SYRIAMN- LEBAMESE
FORCE IMITIALLY CAUSED APPREHEMSION AMOMG OFFICIALS OF THE
RADICAL HIZBOLLAH (P&RTY OF GODY MILITIA, BUT THEY SGREED AFTER
TALKES WITH SYRIAM INTELLIGEMCE OFFICERS.

ISLaMIC JIHAD SAID JENCO, KIDMSFPED IM WEST BEIRUT IM JabUASRY

ME § AST YEALAR S BEETRNNE OCREOEMN A A BHOOCITLITE CRTOTHIDT B B SRl
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THE PLANMED MOWE INTO THE SUBURES E - BANESE
FORCE IMITIALLY CAUSED APPREHEMSION AMOMNG DFFICIQLS OF THE
FaDICAL HIZBOLLAH (P&RTY OF GOD) MILITIA, BUT THEY AGREED AFTER
TaLES WITH SYRIAM INTELLIGEMCE OFFICERS.

ISLaMIC JIHAD SAID JEMCO, KIDMAFPED IM WEST BEIRUT IM JaMUSREY
OF - LT ¥YEAR—HAS BEING - FREED-AG—A 508N T L “GESTURE LI ahif————
BECAIUUSE OF HIS DETERIORATIMG HEALTH.

THE STATEMENT SAID JEMCO WOULD CARRY LETTERS TO THE FAMILIES
OF OTHER HOSTAGES, THE U.5. GOVERMMENT AMD THE AMERICAM PEOPLE.

THE GROUP IS5 BELIEWVED TO BE STILL HOLDING ASSQCIATED PRESE
REWS aGEMCY JOURKMALISET TERRY AMDERSOM, HOSPITAL aADMIMISTRSTOR
DAVID JACOBSEMN AMD AGROMOMIST THOMAS SUTHERLAMND.

LasT OCTOBER, THE GROURP SAID IT HAD KILLED & FIFTH U.S
HOSTAGE, DIPLOMAT WILLIAM BUCKELY. HIS BODY WAS MNEVER FOUMD.

JEMCO"S RELEASE COMES A MONTH AFTER THO FREMCHMER AMD THO
CYPRIOTS WERE RELEASED FOLLOWIMG STEFPED-UFP SYRIAN EFFORTS TO
WIM FREEDOM FOR KIDNAFFED FOREIGMERS.

SYRIAM PRESIDENT HAFEZ alL-ASSal, INFLUENTIAL WITH Maky GRI
IN LEBAMOMN, RECEIVEDR AWM APPEAL FOR HELP OM THE HOSTAGE CRIST!
LAST MONTH FROM 251 U.5. COMGRESSMEN.

.5, REP. ROBERT DORMAMN, WHO HAMDED THE LETTER TO ASSab, SAILD
IT HAD BEEM THE LARGEST SUCH APPEAL BY COMGREES OM ARY ISSUE TO
gy FOREIGH GOUVERMMENT .

AS5Aa0, WHO HAaS SIMCE SEMT ESYRIAW TROOPS INTO MOSLEM WEST
BEIRUT TO BACK & CRACKDOWN ON LAaWLESENESS, HaD SAID HE THOUGHT
IT POSSIEBLE TO PERSUADE THE CAPTORS, ON RELIGOUS GROUMNDE, THAT
THE H.H. HOSTAGES SHOULD BE ALLOWEDTO WRITE HOME.

THE LasST FIRM WORD OF THE HOSTaGES CaME IM LETTERS THEY SEMT
TO PRESIDENT REAGAN, COMGRESEMEM, RELATIVES ANMD AMGELICAMN
ARCHEBI SHOP OF CANTERBURY ROBERT RUMCIE NIME MONTHE &GO,

TODeY"S ISLAMIC JIHAD STATEMENT S&ID JENCO, WHO HAS A& HEART
COMPLAINT, WaS BEING FREED ""IMW HaRMOMY WITH OUR ISLAMIC
FRIMOCIPLES AhD A5 SNOTHER GOODWILL SESTURE O OUR BPART "

THE GROUF K yoel PRESEYTERIAN PAETOR BEMNJAMIN UEIF LasT
SEFPTEMBER AFTER HOLDIMG HIM FOR 16 MONTHS.

WEIR SAID OM RELEASE THAT IM THE LATER STAGES OF HIS CaPTIVITY
HE H&D BEEM HELD IM THE SAME BUILDING &% JENCD, ANDERSOM,
JACOBSEN AND SUTHERLAND. THEY HAD SEEN NO SIGM OF BUCKLEY, HE
ADDED.,

=
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STEXT»UPOZLIU THOSTAGES
UPDATE UPOOS

BEIRUT (UPI}) —-—- THE ISLAMIC JIH&D TERROR GROUP SATURDEY RELEASED
THE REW. LAWREMCE JEMCO &PPSRENTLY UMHARMED BUT WAaRRNED OF
"SEVERE"

COMSEQUEMCES TO ITS REMAIMING AMERICAM HOSTAGES IF ITS DEMANDE ARE
MOT MET, POLICE SAlD. "

AMERICAN OFFICIALS IM WASHINGTOM COMFIRMED JEMCD MAS IM SYRIAN
HANDS aMD WOULD BE TURMED OVER "SHORTLY" TO THE AMERICAM GOVERNMENT.

LEBESMESE POLICE S&ID THE S1-YE&R-OLD ROMAM CATHOLIC PRIEST WAS IM
THE CUSTODY OF SyrlaM AUTHORITIES IN EASTERN LEEAMOME BERAS WELLEY
aMD RABS TO BE TAKEM TO THE SYRIAM CAPITAL OF DabMaSCUE.

HOURS BEFORE THE RELESEE, THE ISLAMIC JIHAD —— HOLY W&R -—-
MOVEMENT 841D IN A& STATEMENMT PUBLISHED IM TWO BEIRUT MEWSPAPERS IT
WOULD FREE JEMCO &5 & GESTURE OF GOODMWILL BECAUSE OF HIS "WORSEMIMNG
HEALTHY DURING MEARLY 19 MONTHS OF CAPTIUVITY.

BUT THE GROUF SAID IT WOULD MOT RELEASSE ITS REMAINING AMERICAN
HOSTAGES IF ITS DEMAMDE ARE MNOT MET AMD SAlID THE REAGAM
ADMINISTRATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LIVES OF AT LEAST THREE OTHER
RIDNAFPED AMERICANS. THE PRO-IRANIAMN FUNDAMENTALIST SHIITE MOSLEM
GROUP CLAIMEDR IT KILLED & FOURTH AMERICAM HOSTAGE LAST YEAR, BUT HIS
BODY HAS MOT BEEW FOUND.

THE ISLaMIC JIHAD HAaS DEM&MDED THE RELESEE OF 17 COMRADES JAILED
I EUWASIT FOR BOMBIMG U.S5. AND FREMCH INSTALLATIONS IN 188Z.

"1 CAaN CONMFIRM THAT THE SYRIANS HAVE TOLD US THaAT THEY OO HaVE
REVEREMD JEMNCO AMND THAT HE WILL BE TURMED OVER TO THE U.5.
GOUVERMMENT
SHORTLY ," & STATE DEPARTHENT

UPI O0F-ze-8&6 10:15 AED

FORESIOM&SM S8ID.
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DM SCUs, SYRIAa (&P —— @bl aMERICAM PRIEST HELD HOSTAGE MHMEAR
AOMTHE Ipd LEBSMOM WaS RELEASED TODAY BY HIS SHIITE MOSLEM CAPT
HRRIVED HUURS LaTER I DaMasCUs, HIS FIRST STOF EM ROUTE HOME

THE REY. L&WREMCE JEWMCO, 31, OF JCLIET, ILL., k&S GREETED IMN FRONT
IF THE 5<ﬁ1 BOFOREIGH MIMISTRY BY PEGGEY Sav, WHOSE BROTHER TERRY
SHDERZON 1S aMONG FOUR OTHER AMERICARE STILL HELD HOZTAGE IM LEBAMNOM.

WMHERES TERRY ~HMDERZOMS SISTERT JEMNCO SSEED &% HE STERFED
SHILING FROM & SvRIAN GOVERMMENT CAR IN WHICH HE W&aS DRIVEMW FROM THE
SERSA WASLLEY IM EAST LEBSMOM, WHERE HE W& FREED.

JERCD, WHO WORE & WHITE ZHIRT ARND TROUSERS &rMD HaD & MEATLY TRIMMED
SEARD, HUGEED MRS, Zwy FOR SEVERAL MIMUTES AND THEM WALEED WITH HER
IMTO THE MIMISTRY.

SHE 21D LaTER THAT THEY EBOTH WERT TE&RS OF JOY &S THEY
STLEMTLY
ZHBR&CED.

JERCO LOOKED FIT DESFITE & STATEMENT FROM HIZ CAFTORS THAT S&ID HE
435 BEIMG FREED BECAUSE OF HIS DETERICORATING HEALTH. MRS, S&Y S&ID
JEMCO TOLD HER HE FELT WELL, BUT HAD & LITTLE HEADACHE.

HIS FAaMILY HAS SAID HE H&S A HESRT FROEBLEM.

MRS, S&Yy, 4%, OF BATAWVI&, M.Y., HA&S BEEM IM DaMaESCUS FOR THE FAST
JEEK, SEEKIMG SYRIAN HELP IN FREEIMG THE HOSTAGES, WHEMN TOLD OF
JEMCOS
SELEMSE, SHE SAID, THIS IS5 & HAPPY DeYy FOR aALL WHO HAVE WMORKED OM
THIS HUMAMIT&RIAM EFFORT. GO0 BLESS FATHER JEMCO.

I HOPE HE HAS MESSSGES FROM THE OTHER HOSTAGES. IM EXCITED &MD
SLESEED FOR HIS FaMILyY aMD I HOPE &LL THE OTHER HOSTAGES WILL BE FREED
SOOM,, SHE S&ID.

IT WeS NOT CLEAR IF SYRIA PLAYED & ROLE IN JEMCOS RELEASE. WE May
AOT EROW EVER WHAT CONMTRIBUTED TO FaTHER JEWMCOS RELEASE, BUT I WOULD
TERTAIMLY MNOT QUESTIONM SYRIAS ROLE, MRS, 548 SAl0.

A HIGH-RAMEIMNG SYRIaM OFFICIAL SAID JEMCO WOULD BE TURMED OMER LATER
MO0y TO ULE, AMBASSSDOR WILLIAM ESGELTOM. LS. EMB&ESY- OFFICIALS SRID
THEY WERE TRYIMGE TO aRRANMGE FOR HIM TO FLY TO THE UNITED STATES.

THE OFFICIALS SFPORE QM CONDITION OF AMNOMYMITY .

JERCD WAE KIDMAFFED IN MOSLEM WEST BEIRUT OM JaM. 2, 12285, ISLAMIC

IH~D, & SHIITE MOSLEM GROUP BELIEWED LOvwalL TO IRAM, CLAIMED
E FONSIBILITY FOR ABDUCTING HIM A5 WELL A% ANDERSON AMD THREE OTHER
SMERICAMT STILL MISSIMG IM LEEANOM.

LEEAHESE POLICE SAID & POLICE PATROL FOUMD FATHER JEMCDO FREE AMD
SLIWVE &T OARCUN AREA IM THE WESTERM BERA® &T 10 &.M. HE ARRIVED AT
THE SYRIaN ARMY O IMTELLIGEMCE COMMARD IN THE BEEA®S TOWNM OF aMJIAR, 31
AILES EX™ST OF BEIRUT, AT SBOUT 12:30 P.M., FOLICE =8I0,

THE BEIRUT NEWSFAFERS AM-NaHAR ANMD AS-SAFIR TODAY PUBLISHED A
STETEMERT FROM ISLAMIC JIHAD TH&ET THEY SA~I0D WasS DELIVERED Tu THEIR WEZT
IEIRUT OFFICES SHORTLY &FTER MIDNIGHT.

THE STHTEMENT SHID JEMCOS RELEASE WOULD BE THE GROUFES LAST
FESTURE.

AP -l -07F-28-32 LO0ZSEDT

i
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STATE DEPARTMENT SPCKESWOMAN SAID SHE HAD NO

INFORMATION AND WAS TRYING TO CONFIRM THE REPCRTED RELEASE.

URGENT

. PRIEST FREED - SQURCES
§, REUTER - U.S. HOSTAGE LAWRENCE JENCGC, HELD BY

GLEM GROUP, HAS BEEN FREED IN EAST LEBANCN,

SYRIAN AUTHORITIES.
SECURITY SQURCES REPORTED TODAY.
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST FROM JOLLIET, ILL.

APPEARED IN THE BEKAA VALLEY.
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MOLEEAMOM NOW COMFIRM THE REFORT THaT

i
VIET AREMCE JEMCD IS FREE. OFFICIALS SAv TRE
CaTH! ILI' F’F‘».IEET FRELE&S E[ SEFE Akl Z0UMD TOoDaY 8T P
IR CEPTIVITY, TFFICIALS Say HE Was TURMED VER TO SYR boEi
IR THE BEEXAA UQL gl WILL G0 TO S¥RIa BEFCRE FLYIMG HOME., THE
ZTATE DEPART T IT CART COMFIRM THE STORY.

T URPLE4L IFPM-HIOZTHGE
® ¥ x REPORTED RELEASE.
THE PDIC SHI0 JEMCD WAS LATER TakKEM TO THE BEREAS TOWMN OF Hif “,
LOCSTED OM THE BEIRUT-DEM&CUS HIGHY, SOME 4 MILES FROM THE =9
EORDER .
THE STRTEMEMNT , sCCOMPaNIED BY & PHOTOGR&AFPH OF JEMCO :HGHIG HIM
THIM ARD BEARDED, DID MOT GIVE DETAILS OF HIZ HEALTH FPROBLEME,
BUT HIZ BROTHER I ILLIMOIZ S&ID HE H&D EEEM TREATED FOR HIGH
BLOOD PRESSURE &MD Aan EYE INFECTION CAUSED BY HIS BLIMDFCOLD SIMC
HI =
EIDMAPFING Jan, 2, 1
FICEUPeTHGRAF: IM
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PAGE 01 OF 02 BEIRUT 3943 | DTG: 2606172 JUL 86
SIT094 TOR: 207/06201

0P IMKED

DE RUEHBL #3943 2070617
0 26066177 JUL 86 ZFF4
FIt AMENMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8287

INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 3823
AWMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 74380

UNCLAS BEIRUT 03343

TERREP

E.0. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PTER, LE

SUBJECT: HOSTAGE FATHER JENCO MAY BE RELEASED

1. AN-NAHR PUBLISHED PICTURE OF FATHER JENCO AND
STATEIENT OF ISLANMIC JIHAD CLAIMING JENCO WOULD SOON
BE RELEASED. JENCO APPEARED WORN DOWN IN PHOTO.
ENBASSY ATTEIPTING TO GET ORIGINAL OF TEXT AND PHOTO.

2. TEXT OF STATEMENT FOLLOWS:
QTE: THE ISLAIIC JIHAD ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY

IW A STATENENT DELIVERED TO AN-NAHAR MIDNIGHT THAT IT
WILL RELEASE > SOON” THE AMERICAN FATHER LAWRENCE JENCO

UNCLASSIFIED

PSN: 828663




UNCLASSIFIED
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

PAGE 82 OF 02 BEIRUT 3943 DTG: 2606617Z JUL 86
BECAUSE OF "HIS DETERIORATED HEALTH.

= IT ASSERTED THAT ITS INITIATIVE WILL BE THE LAST
ONE AND IMAKE THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES BEAR 'THE FULL
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES;
THE PUNISHMENT WILL BE SEVERE (EXTREMELY BAD) IF OUR
DEMANDS WERE NOT ACHIEVED.’

e FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT WHICH ACCOMPANIED A COLORED
PHOTOGRAPH OF FATHER JENCO:

= "IN THE NAME OF MIGHTY GOD. A DECLARATION TO

THE WORLDWIDE PUBLIC OPINION, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND
THE FAMILIES OF TP HOSTAGES. WE ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL
RELEASE FATHER JENCO, ONE OF THE HOSTAGES IN OUR
POSSESSION, SOON BECAUSE OF HIS DETERIORATED HEALTH
SITUATION N HARMONY WITH OUR HUMANE ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES,
AND WE ASSERT OUR RIGHT OF JUSTICE AND OUR RIGHTFUL
DEMANDS, AND WE ADDRESS OUR ANIMOSITY TO THE AMERICAN
POLICY REPRESENTED BY REAGAN AND HIS GOVERNMENT. ON
THIS OCCASION WE ASSERT THE FOLLOWING:

- THIS INITIATIVE WILL BE THE LAST ONE AFTER WHICH
THE ANERICAN GOVERNMENT WILL BEAR FULL RESPONSIBILITY

OF THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES. THE PUNISHMENT
WILL BE EXTREMELY SEVERE IF OUR DEMANDS WERE NOT
ACHIEVED. WE WILL GIVE THE FATHER A LETTER FROM THE
HOSTAGES TO THE (AMERICAN) PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT AND
THEIR FARILIES.

. MAY GOD HELP YOU TO WIN AND AFFIRM YOUR STEPS.
- SIGNED:  THE ISLAMIC JIHAD ORGANIZATION UNQTE.

NMCNANARA
BT

UNCLASSIFIED

PSN: 828663
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NSCPC
PAGE 01 BEIRUT 3943 DTG:260617Z JUL 86 PSN:028663
IBM876 TOR: 207,/06202 CSN:HCE621
DISTRIBUTION:

NSCPC BEIRUT HOSTAGE TERREP
NSRLE BEIRUT HOSTAGE TERREP
NSDGM HOSTAGE TERREP

NSJRR HOSTAGE TERREP

NSVMC HOSTAGE TERREP

NSDBR *NOMAIL* BEIRUT

NSHRT BEIRUT

NSJAM BEIRUT

NSJHO VP

NSJRS *NOMAIL* BEIRUT

NSRBL LAW@SEA

WHSR COMMENT :

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT: VP SIT NORT
EOB:

OP IMMED

DE RUEHBL #3943 2070617
O 260617Z JUL 86 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8287
UNCLAS BEIRUT 03943

TERREP

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PTER, LE
SUBJECT: HOSTAGE FATHER JENCO MAY BE RELEASED

1. AN-NAHR PUBLISHED PICTURE OF FATHER JENCO AND
STATEMENT OF ISLAMIC JIHAD CLAIMING JENCO WOULD SOON
BE RELEASED. JENCO APPEARED WORN DOWN IN PHOTO.
EMBASSY ATTEMPTING TO GET ORIGINAL OF TEXT AND PHOTO.

2. TEXT OF STATEMENT FOLLOWS:

QTE: THE ISLAMIC JIHAD ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY
IN A STATEMENT DELIVERED TO AN-NAHAR MIDNIGHT THAT IT
WILL RELEASE 'SOON' THE AMERICAN FATHER LAWRENCE JENCO
BECAUSE OF 'HIS DETERIORATED HEALTH.'

= IT ASSERTED THAT ITS INITIATIVE WILL BE THE LAST

ONE AND MAKE THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES BEAR 'THE FULL
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES;

khkkkkhhhdhk UNCLASSIPFIED kkkkkkkkhk
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THE PUNISHMENT WILL BE SEVERE (EXTREMELY BAD) IF OUR
DEMANDS WERE NOT ACHIEVED.'

- FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT WHICH ACCOMPANIED A COLORED
PHOTOGRAPH OF FATHER JENCO:

- "IN THE NAME OF MIGHTY GOD. A DECLARATION TO

THE WORLDWIDE PUBLIC OPINION, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND
THE FAMILIES OF TP HOSTAGES. WE ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL
RELEASE FATHER JENCO, ONE OF THE HOSTAGES IN OUR
POSSESSION, SOON BECAUSE OF HIS DETERIORATED HEALTH
SITUATION IN HARMONY WITH OUR HUMANE ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES,
AND WE ASSERT OUR RIGHT OF JUSTICE AND OUR RIGHTFUL
DEMANDS, AND WE ADDRESS OUR ANIMOSITY TO THE AMERICAN
POLICY REPRESENTED BY REAGAN AND HIS GOVERNMENT. ON
THIS OCCASION WE ASSERT THE FOLLOWING:

- THIS INITIATIVE WILL BE THE LAST ONE AFTER WHICH
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT WILL BEAR FULL RESPONSIBILITY

OF THE LIVES OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES. THE PUNISHMENT
WILL BE EXTREMELY SEVERE IF OUR DEMANDS WERE NOT
ACHIEVED. WE WILL GIVE THE FATHER A LETTER FROM THE
HOSTAGES TO THE (AMERICAN) PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

= MAY GOD HELP YOU TO WIN AND AFFIRM YOUR STEPS.
SIGNED: THE ISLAMIC JIHAD ORGANIZATION UNQTE.

MCNAMARA
*% END OF CABLE **
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FLASH.

DE RUEHBL #3947 2071012
I 2616117 JUL 86 ZIFF4
FIt AKMENBASSY BEIRUT

T0 SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 8288
ANMENBASSY DAIMASCUS FLASH 3025
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA NIACT IMMEDIATE 1397
INFO AMEIBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 7481
ANEMBASSY PARIS IMWMEDIATE 0645

EUCOM VAIHINGEN GE IMMEDIATE

USITISSTON USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE @713

C ONF I DENT I AL BEIRUT 03947

TERREP

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PTER, LE, SY ,

SUBJECT: REPORTED RELEASE OF U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER JENCO

REFS: (A) BEIRUT 3943, (B) MCNAMARA/OPSCENTER TELCON
I. CORFIDERTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. LEBANESE IIINISTRY OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE CENTER
INFORIZED US AT ABOUT 1240 HOURS LOCAL THAT ITS SOURCES

SS7/9 1

PSN: 028922

 DECLASSIFIED
, NLRR mog-i3] #5571

~CONEIRFNTH— BY(w)  NARA DATE4-4-/)
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PAGE 02 OF 02 BEIRUT 3947 DTG: 261011Z JUL 86

IN THE BIQA" HAD REPORTED THAT U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER
LAWRENCE JENCO HAD BEEN FOUND THIS MORNING, JULY 26,
AT 1006 HOURS AT A BRIDGE NEAR THE SOUTHERN END OF
LAKE OIR” WAN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA’ VALLEY. THE MOD
SAID JENCO WAS REPORTEDLY "WELL"™ AND IN THE HANDS OF
THE SYRIAN ARHKY.

3. WE BELIEVE THIS IS A RELIABLE REPORT AND ARE SEEKING
CONFIRKMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS, WHICH WE WILL CABLE
AS WE RECEIVE THEM.

4. THE DISTANCE OF LAKE QIR WAN FROM BEIRUT AND PAST
SYRIAN PERFORMANCE IN OTHER HOSTAGE RELEASES SUGGEST
THAT FATHER JENCO WILL BEURELEASED IN DAMASCUS, BUT WE
DO NOT YET HAVE ANY FIRM INFORMATION TO THIS EFFECT.
MCNAKARA

BT

PSN: 028922
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IBM983 TOR: 207/10152 CSN:HCE698

DISTRIBUTION:

NSCPC BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP
NSRLE BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP
NSDGM HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSJRR HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSVMC HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSDBR *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA
NSHRT BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJAM BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJRS *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA
NSJHO VP

NSPWH SYRIA

WHSR COMMENT:

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT: VP SIT NORT
EOB:

FLASH

DE RUEHBL #3947 2071012
Z 261011zZ JUL 86 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 8288
CONFIDENTTIATL BEIRUT 03947

TERREP

E.O0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY
SUBJECT: REPORTED RELEASE OF U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER JENCO

REFS: (A) BEIRUT 3943, (B) MCNAMARA/OPSCENTER TELCON

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. LEBANESE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE CENTER

INFORMED US AT ABOUT 1240 HOURS LOCAL THAT ITS SOURCES

IN THE BIQA' HAD REPORTED THAT U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER

LAWRENCE JENCO HAD BEEN FOUND THIS MORNING, JULY 26,

AT 1000 HOURS AT A BRIDGE NEAR THE SOUTHERN END OF

LAKE QIR'WAN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA' VALLEY. THE MOD p DECLASSIFIED
SAID JENCO WAS REPORTEDLY "WELL" AND IN THE HANDS OF

THE SYRIAN ARMY. NLRR Mpg-(3) % 55720
BY AW _ NARA DATEA4®-1
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3. WE BELIEVE THIS IS A RELIABLE REPORT AND ARE SEEKING
CONFIRMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS, WHICH WE WILL CABLE
AS WE RECEIVE THEM.

4. THE DISTANCE OF LAKE QIR'WAN FROM BEIRUT AND PAST
SYRIAN PERFORMANCE IN OTHER HOSTAGE RELEASES SUGGEST
THAT FATHER JENCO WILL BEURELEASED IN DAMASCUS, BUT WE
DO NOT YET HAVE ANY FIRM INFORMATION TO THIS EFFECT.
MCNAMARA

*% END OF CABLE *%*
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WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name - Withdrawer

NORTH, OLIVER: FILES SMF 9/3/2008

File Folder FOIA

HOSTAGES: FATHER JENCO RELEASE 07/26/1986 (1) MO08-131

WANNER

Box Number

11 ‘ 3

ID  Document Type " Noof DocDate Restric-
Document Description .. pages tions

55721 CABLE 2 7/26/1986 Bl
261115Z JUL 86

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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NSCPC

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 3951 DTG:261143Z JUL 86 PSN:029017
IBMO14 TOR: 207/12062 CSN:HCE723

DISTRIBUTION:

NSCPC BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP
NSRLE BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP
NSDGM HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSJRR HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSVMC HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP
NSDBR *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA
NSHRT BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJAM BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJRS *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA
NSPWH SYRIA

WHSR COMMENT :

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT: SIT
EOB:

FLASH

DE RUEHBL #3951 2071143
Z 261143Z JUL 86 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 8292
CONFIDENTTIAL BEIRUT 03951

TERREP

E.O0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER, ASEC, LE, SY, US
SUBJECT: U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER JENCO REPORTEDLY IN SYRIA

REFS: BEIRUT 3947 AND PREVIOUS
1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. OSMAN OSMAN, DIRECT

GENERAL OF THE LEBANESE

INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES (ISF), INFORMED EMBASSY AT
1435 HOURS LOCAL THAT U.S. HOSTAGE FATHER LAWRENCE
JENCO HAD CROSSED LEBANESE-SYRIAN BORDER AT MASNAA
GOING TOWARDS DAMASCUS. JENCO WAS UNDER SYRIAN
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ESCORT.

~ DECLASSIFIED
3. OSMAN RECEIVED THE ABOVE INFORMATION FROM ISF '
UNIT AT THE BORDER. MCNAMARA NLRR Mbg- (3| ¥ 55723

*% END OF CABLE **
BY AW  NARA DATEH-A)-ID
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NSCPC

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 3953 DTG:261240Z JUL 86 PSN:029063
IBMO37 TOR: 207/12447Z CSN:HCE731

DISTRIBUTION:

NSCPC BEIRUT HOSTAGE
NSRLE BEIRUT HOSTAGE
NSDBR *NOMAIL* BEIRUT
NSDGM HOSTAGE

NSHRT BEIRUT

NSJAM BEIRUT

NSJRR HOSTAGE

NSJRS *NOMAIL* BEIRUT
NSVMC HOSTAGE

WHSR COMMENT :

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:
SIT:
EOB:

OP IMMED

DE RUEHBL #3953 2071240
0 261240Z JUL 86 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS NIACT IMMEDIATE 3029
CONFIDENTTIA AL

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 03953
FOR AMBASSADOR EAGLETON FROM TERRY MCNAMARA

E.O0. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY
SUBJECT: HOSTAGE WIFE VISIT

1. HOSTAGE WIFE, JEAN SUTHERLAND, REQUESTS YOUR OPINION
AS TO WHETHER SHE MIGHT PROFITABLY COME TO DAMASCUS TO
SPEAK TO FATHER JENCO TOMORROW? I WARNED HER THAT HE
MIGHT NOT EVEN BE IN DAMASCUS WHEN SHE ARRIVED. NEVER-
THELESS, I OFFERED TO ASK YOU WHETHER YOU SEE ANYTHING TO
BE GAINED BY HER COMING? SHE SAID THAT SHE WOULD BE
GUIDED BY YOUR ADVICE IN THIS REGARD.

2. SHOULD SHE DECIDE NOT TO COME TO DAMASCUS, SHE ASKED
THAT ANY LETTERS OR OTHER MESSAGES FOR HER BE SENT HERE
TO BEIRUT.

~ DECLASSIFIED
3. PLEASE REPLY BY NIACT WITH YOUR ADVICE SO WE CAN

PASS IT TO MRS. SUTHERLAND IN TIME FOR HER TO GET NLRR mogfmﬁfm’)
TRANSPORT TO DAMASCUS IN MORNING SHOULD SHE DECIDE TO
BY &W  NARA DATE## It
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COME. MCNAMARA
*% END OF CABLE **
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NCCPC
PAGE 01 DAMASCUS 4538 DTG:261623Z JUL 86 PSN:029230
IBMO84 TOR: 207/1627Z CSN:HCE758
DISTRIBUTION:

NSCPC BEIRUT HOSTAGE KIDNAP SYRIA TERREP
NSRLE BEIRUT HOSTAGE KIDNAP SYRIA TERREP
NSDGM HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP

NSJRR HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP

NSVMC HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP

NSDBR *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA

NSHRT BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJAM BEIRUT SYRIA

NSJRS *NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA

NSLSS CONGRESS

NSPWH SYRIA

NSRKS CONGRESS

WHSR COMMENT :

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION:

SIT: SIT
EOB:
OP IMMED

DE RUEHDM #4538 2071623
O 261623Z JUL 86 ZFF4
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6119
S E CR E T DAMASCUS 04538

TERREP EXCLUSIVE

E.O0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO I

l. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. HAVING HEARD PRESS REPORTS THAT FATHER JENCO
WOULD SOON BE RELEASED, WE ESTABLISHED CONTACT

WITH THE SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY MORNING OF JULY 26.
THEY WERE NOT ABLE OFFICIALLY TO CONFIRM THAT JENCO
WAS IN SYRIAN HANDS. HOWEVER, AT 2:30 P.M. LOCAL I
WAS CALLED IN TO MEET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SHARA'.
SHARA' SAID THAT JENCO WAS IN DAMASCUS AND WOULD SOON
BE IN HIS OFFICE WHERE HE WOULD TURN HIM OVER TO ME.
SHARA' SAID HE WANTED THE USG TO KNOW THAT JENCO HAD
BEEN RELEASED BY THE CAPTORS NEAR THE LEBANESE TOWN
OF QARAAOUN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA' VALLEY. HE HAD

hkkkkhkhkkhk %/E/C/R/E’T

 DECLASSIFIED

NLRR Mpg- (31 #5574
BY 2N  NARADATE4-0
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BEEN DELIVERED THERE IN THE TRUNK OF A CAR BY PERSONS
MANAGING TO CONCEAL THEIR IDENTITY. SHARA' THOUGHT
THAT THE CAPTORS HAD HANDLED IT THIS WAY TO CONCEAL
THE PLACE WHERE JENCO HAD BEEN HELD. (HE LATER TOLD
SHARA' HE HAD BEEN HELD SOMEWHERE IN BEIRUT FOR THE

LAST SEVERAL MONTHS.)

3. SHARA' ADDED THAT HE WANTED THE USG TO KNOW

THAT THE SYRIANS HAD STEPPED UP PRESSURE WITH "PHYSICAL
MEASURES" AND HE IMPLIED THAT THIS CAMPAIGN HAD
CONTRIBUTED TO JENCO'S RELEASE. HE SAID ASAD

HAD ISSUED ORDERS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AFTER BEING
IMPRESSED BY THE LETTER SIGNED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED
CONGRESSMEN DELIVERED TO HIM BY CONGRESSMAN DORNAN.
SHARA' CONCLUDED BY PLEDGING THAT THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT
WOULD CONTINUE TO APPLY PRESSURES; THEY HAVE

MADE NO COMMITMENTS TO THE KIDNAPPERS AND WOULD MAKE
NONE. THEIR AIM, HE SAID, WAS TO BRING ABOUT THE
RELEASE OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES.

4. COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION: AT THIS POINT WE HAVE NO
WAY OF KNOWING HOW IMPORTANT THE SYRIAN CONTRIBUTION
WAS TOWARD JENCO'S RELEASE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT
THEIR MOVE INTO WEST BEIRUT AND WELL-ADVERTISED

PLAN TO ENTER THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS WAS A FACTOR.
WHATEVER THEIR CONTRIBUTION, THEY HAVE THUS FAR

BEEN VERY PROMPT AND COOPERATIVE IN TAKING CARE OF
JENCO AND TURNING HIM OVER TO US. FOR TACTICAL
REASONS, IF NOTHING ELSE, WE SHOULD GIVE AMPLE
CREDIT TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND PRESIDENT ASAD
AS A MEANS OF ENCOURAGING THEM TO STEP UP THE
PRESSURE ON HIZBALLAH. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE
CONSISTENT AND APPROPRIATE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN TO
PHONE ASAD WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO TO EXPRESS
APPRECIATION FOR JENCO'S RELEASE AND THANK HIM FOR
HIS CONTINUING EFFORTS ON BEHALFE OF THE REMAINING
HOSTAGES. END COMMENT.

5. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. EAGLETON
*% END OF CABLE **
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