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WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name NORTH, OLIVER: FILES 

File Folder HOSTAGES: FATHER JENCO RELEASE 07/26/1986 (2) 

Box Number 11 

ID Doc Type Document Description 

55725 CABLE 261624Z JUL 86 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55726 CABLE 261802Z JUL 86 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55727 CABLE TEXT SAME AS 55726 WITH NOTATIONS 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55728 CABLE 261804Z JUL 86 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55729 CABLE TEXT SAME AS 55730 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55730 CABLE 261805Z JUL 86 

PAR 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55731 CABLE 261932Z JUL 86 

55732 CABLE 261912Z JUL 86 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55733 CABLE 262239Z JUL 86 

PAR 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55734 CABLE TEXT SAME AS 55733 

PAR 4/20/2010 M131/1 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

Noof 
Pages 
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2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 
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7 

B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 

Withdrawer 

SMF 9/3/2008 

FOIA 

M08-131 

WANNER 
4 

Doc Date Restrictions 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 B6 

7/26/1986 Bl B3 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 

7/26/1986 Bl 
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Box Number 11 

ID DocType Document Description 

55735 CABLE 2623152 JUL 86 

PAR 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55736 SCHEDULE JENCO RLEASE 

55737 SCHEDULE JENCO RLEASE 

55738 CABLE 2702062 JUL 86 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55739 CABLE TEXT SAME AS 55738 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55740 CABLE DUPLICATE OF 55739 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55741 CABLE DUPLICATE OF 55729 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

55742 CABLE DUPLICATE OF 55727 

R 4/20/2010 M131/1 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose Internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial Information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

M08-131 

WANNER 
4 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
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1 7/26/1986 B6 

1 7/27/1986 Bl B3 

1 7/27/1986 Bl B3 

2 7/27/1986 Bl 

1 7/27/1986 Bl 

1 7/27/1986 Bl 

1 7/26/1986 Bl 

1 7/26/1986 Bl 

B-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 
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NSCPC 

PAGE 01 
IBM085 

DAMASCUS 4539 DTG:2616242 JUL 86 PSN:029231 
TOR: 207/16282 CSN:HCE759 

DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSRLE 
NSDGM 
NSJRR 
NSVMC 
NSDBR 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJRS 
NSFLL 
NSMEN 
NSPWH 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
PRES@VISIT 
MEDIA 
SYRIA 

WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHDM #4539 2071624 
0 2616242 JUL 86 2FF4 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6120 
SECRET DAMASCUS 04539 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO: II 

1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT . 

2. AFTER SHARA' TOLD ME OF JENCO'S COMING RELEASE 
(SEPTEL), WE WAITED HALF AN HOUR BEFORE JENCO 
ARRIVED AT ABOUT 3:30 P.M . LOCAL . HE WAS BROUGHT 
INTO SHARA'S OFFICE WHERE, AFTER EMBRACING US BOTH, HE 
SAT DOWN FOR A SHORT CONVERSATION. SHARA' EXPRESSED 
THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT'S CONGRATULATIONS. JENCO 
THANKED SHARA' FOR SYRIAN ASSISTANCE. HE SAID HE 
HAD BEEN HELD IN A ROOM WITH THE OTHER THREE HOSTAGES 
DURING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. BEFORE THAT HE WAS 
MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE A TOTAL OF SEVEN TIMES. 

-~ DECLASSIFIED 

/ NLRR IV1 Dj, J31 * 5,r9-€ 
HE DESCRIBED HIS CAPTORS AS FANATICS AND DETERMINED 
MEN. BY ~W NARA DATE~--;t>--ID 
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3. JENCO SAID THE ONLY MESSAGE HE HAD BEEN GIVEN 
BY HIS CAPTORS WAS A VIDEO TAPE. HE DID NOT KNOW 
WHAT WAS IN IT, BUT HAD BEEN TOLD NOT TO DELIVER IT 
TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT OR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, 

BUT ONLY TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. HE HAD BEEN 
WARNED THAT IT MUST BE TURNED OVER TODAY OR THERE 
WOULD BE RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE HOSTAGES. 

4 . JENCO UNDERSTOOD, AND SHARA' AGREED, THAT HE 
SHOULD MAKE NO COMMENTS TO THE PRESS REGARDING HIS 
DETENTION OR DETAILS OF HIS RELEASE. AT THAT POINT, 
THE DOORS WERE OPENED TO ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE PRESS 
REPRESENTATIVES AND PHOTOGRAPHERS WHO TOOK PICTURES 
AND TRIED TO ELICIT JENCO'S COMMENTS. SHARA' MADE 
A BRIEF STATEMENT EXPRESSING THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
HAPPINESS THAT HE HAD BEEN RELEASED. JENCO THANKED 
THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND ALL THOSE WHO HAD HELPED 
BRING HIS FREEDOM. HE TOLD THE JOURNALISTS HE WAS 
WELL AS WERE THE OTHER HOSTAGES (HE DID NOT SAY HOW 
MANY). HE PRAYED THAT THEY WOULD SOON BE RELEASED. 

5. I EMPHASIZED TO SHARA' THAT WE MUST BE GIVEN 
THE VIDEO TAPE WHICH WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE SYRIAN 
INTELLIGENCE PEOPLE WHO HAD PROVIDED JENCO WITH 
SHOWER, CLOTHING AND FOOD. WE ARE FOLLOWING UP 
ON THIS. 

5. THE SYRIANS HAVE THUS FAR HANDLED THE TURNOVER 
IN A BUSINESSLIKE WAY WITHOUT EXCESSIVE MEDIA 
EXPLOITATION. THEY HAVE TOLD ME THAT HOW WE HANDLE 
JENCO FROM HERE ON OUT IS UP TO US. 

6 . WE ARE KEEPING THE PRESS ONLY SEMI-HAPPY WITH 
INFORMATION THAT JENCO HAS BEEN VISITED BY THE PAPAL 
NUNCIO AND MRS. SAY. WE HAVE TOLD THEM HE WILL BE 
LEAVING TOMORROW MORNING. WE ANTICIPATE ANOTHER 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY AT THE AIRPLANE, BUT HAVE RESISTED 
REQUESTS FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE BY JENCO OR EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL. 

7. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. EAGLETON 
** END OF CABLE ** 
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SECSTATE WASHDC 5080 DTG:2618022 JUL 86 PSN:029428 
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DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSRLE 
NSDGM 
NSJRR 
NSVMC 
NSDBR 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJRS 
NSLSS 
NSPWH 
NSRKS 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE KIDNAP SYRIA TERREP 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE KIDNAP SYRIA TERREP 
HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP 
HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP 
HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERREP 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
CONGRESS 
SYRIA 
CONGRESS 

WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5080 2071803 
0 2618022 JUL 86 2FF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IMMEDIATE 7686 
SECRET STATE 235080 TOSEC 140011 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

FOLLOWING DAMASCUS 4538 DTD 26 JUL SENT ACTION 
SECSTATE, INFO BEIRUT, BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION: 
QUOTE: 
SECRET DAMASCUS 04538 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO I 

1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. HAVING HEARD PRESS REPORTS THAT FATHER JENCO 
WOULD SOON BE RELEASED, WE ESTABLISHED CONTACT 
WITH THE SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY MORNING OF JULY 26. 
THEY WERE NOT ABLE OFFICIALLY TO CONFIRM THAT JENCO 
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WAS IN SYRIAN HANDS. HOWEVER, AT 2:30 P.M. LOCAL I 
WAS CALLED IN TO MEET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SHARA'. 
SHARA' SAID THAT JENCO WAS IN DAMASCUS AND WOULD SOON 
BE IN HIS OFFICE WHERE HE WOULD TURN HIM OVER TO ME. 
SHARA' SAID HE WANTED THE USG TO KNOW THAT JENCO HAD 

BEEN RELEASED BY THE CAPTORS NEAR THE LEBANESE TOWN 
OF QARAAOUN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA' VALLEY. HE HAD 
BEEN DELIVERED THERE IN THE TRUNK OF A CAR BY PERSONS 
MANAGING TO CONCEAL THEIR IDENTITY. SHARA' THOUGHT 
THAT THE CAPTORS HAD HANDLED IT THIS WAY TO CONCEAL 
THE PLACE WHERE JENCO HAD BEEN HELD. (HE LATER TOLD 
SHARA' HE HAD BEEN HELD SOMEWHERE IN BEIRUT FOR THE 
LAST SEVERAL MONTHS.) 

3. SHARA' ADDED THAT HE WANTED THE USG TO KNOW 

********** 

THAT THE SYRIANS HAD STEPPED UP PRESSURE WITH "PHYSICAL 
MEASURES" AND HE IMPLIED THAT THIS CAMPAIGN HAD 
CONTRIBUTED TO JENCO'S RELEASE. HE SAID ASAD 
HAD ISSUED ORDERS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AFTER BEING 
IMPRESSED BY THE LETTER SIGNED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED 
CONGRESSMEN DELIVERED TO HIM BY CONGRESSMAN DORNAN. 
SHARA' CONCLUDED BY PLEDGING THAT THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT 
WOULD CONTINUE TO APPLY PRESSURES; THEY HAVE 
MADE NO COMMITMENTS TO THE KIDNAPPERS AND WOULD MAKE 
NONE. THEIR AIM, HE SAID, WAS TO BRING ABOUT THE 
RELEASE OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES. 

4. COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION: AT THIS POINT WE HAVE NO 
WAY OF KNOWING HOW IMPORTANT THE SYRIAN CONTRIBUTION 
WAS TOWARD JENCO'S RELEASE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THEIR MOVE INTO WEST BEIRUT AND WELL-ADVERTISED 
PLAN TO ENTER THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS WAS A FACTOR. 
WHATEVER THEIR CONTRIBUTION, THEY HAVE THUS FAR 
BEEN VERY PROMPT AND COOPERATIVE IN TAKING CARE OF 
JENCO AND TURNING HIM OVER TO US. FOR TACTICAL 
REASONS, IF NOTHING ELSE, WE SHOULD GIVE AMPLE 
CREDIT TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND PRESIDENT ASAD 
AS A MEANS OF ENCOURAGING THEM TO STEP UP THE 
PRESSURE ON HIZBALLAH. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
CONSISTENT AND APPROPRIATE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN TO 
PHONE ASAD WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO TO EXPRESS 
APPRECIATION FOR JENCO'S RELEASE AND THANK HIM FOR 
HIS CONTINUING EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE REMAINING 
HOSTAGES. END COMMENT. 

5. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. EAGLETON 
UNQUOTE ARMACOST 
** END OF CABLE** 

********** S~T ********** 



DD I D O D E D H ~ D E E ~ I 6 U E B U DI G g 

S-E-€itIT" 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SECRETARIAT 
PAG~ 01 
[08988 

SECSTATE WASHDC 5080 
AN009 393 

OTG: 261802Z JUL 86 PSN:029428 
TOR : 207 /2041 Z CSN: HCE7 87 

------------------------------------------------------------- ---
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OP I MMED 
OE RUEHC #5080 2071803 
0 261 802Z JUL 86 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE 1/ASHOC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IMMEDIATE 7686 
AMC ONSUL FRANKFU RT NIACT IMMEDIATE 0066 

S E C R E T STATE 235 080 TOSEC 140011 

TE RREP EXCLUSIVE 

~ OWING DAMASCUS 4538 DTD 26 JULSENT ACTION 
SECSTATE, INFO BEIRUT, BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTIO~: 
QUOTE: 
SE CR E T DAMASCUS 04538 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

E. 0. 12356: OEC L: OAOR 
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO 

I. SECRET - ENT IRE TE XT. 

2. HAVING HEARD PRESS REPORTS THAT FATHER JENCO 
1/0ULD SOON BE RELEASED, 1/E ESTABL !SHED CONTACT 
111TH THE SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY MORHING OF JULY 26. 
THEY WERE NOT AB LE OFFICIALLY TO CONFIRM THAT JENCO 
I/AS IN SYRIAN HAIID S. HOIIEVER, AT 2:30 P.M. LOCAL I 
I/AS CALLED IN TO MEET 111TH FOREIGN MINI STER SHARA'. 
SHARA' SA ID THAT JENCO I/AS IN DAMASCUS AND WOULD SOON 
BE IN HI S OFFICE WHERE HE 1/0ULO TURN HIM OVER TO ME . 
SHARA ' SA ID HE I/ANTED THE USG TO KNOW THAT JEHCO HAD 
BEEN RELEASED BY THE CAPTOR S NEAR THE LEB AN ESE TOI/N 
OF QARAA OUN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA' VALLE Y. HE HAD 
BEEN DELIVERED THERE IN THE TRUNK OF A CAR BY PERSONS 
nANAGING TO CONCEAL THEIR IDENTITY . SHARA' THOUGHT 
THAT THE CAPTORS HAD HAN DLED IT THIS 1/AY TD CONCEAL 
THE PLACE \./HERE JENCO HAD BEEN HELD . (HE LATER TOLD 
SHARA' HE HAD BE EN HELD SOMEWHERE IN BE IRUT FOR THE 
LAST SEVE RAL MONTHS. l 

3. SHARA ' ADDED THAT HE WANTED THE USG TO KN OW 
THAT THE SYRIANS HAD STEPP ED UP PRES SURE WITH "PHYSICAL 
NEASURES" AND HE IMPLIED THAT THIS CAMPAIGN HAD 
CONTRIBUTED TO JENCO ' S RELEASE . HE SAID ASAD 
HAD ISSUED ORDERS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AFTER BE ING _,,t'-
IMPRE SSE D BY THE LETTER SIGNED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED ~ 
CONGRESSMEN DELI VERED TO HIM BY CO NG RESSMAN DORNAN . -SHARA' CONCLUDED BY PLEDGING THAT THE SYRIAN . GOVERNMENT 
1/0ULD CONTINUE TO APPLY PRE SS URES; THEY HAVE 
MOE NO COMMITMENTS TO THE KIDNAPPERS AND 1/0ULD HAKE 
NONE. THEIR AIM, HE SAI D, WAS TO BRING ABOUT THE 
RELEASE OF THE REMAINING HOSTAGES . 

4. CO l1 MENT /RECOMMENDATION: AT THIS POINT WE HAVE NO 
WAY OF KNOWING HOW IMPORTANT THE SYRIAN CONTRIBUTION 
WAS TOWARD JENCO'S RELEASE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THEIR MOVE INTO I/E ST BEIRUT AND WELL-ADVERTISE D 
PLAN TO ENTER THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS I/AS A FACTOR. 
WHATEVER THEIR CONTRIBUTION, THEY HAVE THUS FAR 
BEEH VERY PROMPT AN D COOPERATIVE IN TAK I NG CARE OF 
JE NCO AN D TURNING HIM OVER TO US. FOR TACTICAL 
REASONS, IF NOTHING ELSE , WE SHOULD GIVE AMPLE 
CREDIT TO THE SY RIAN GOVERNMENT AND PRESIDENT ASAD 
AS A MEANS OF ENCOUR AG ING THEH TO STEP UP THE 
PRESSURE ON HI ZBALL AH . I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
CONSISTENT AND AP PROPRI ATE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN TO f)tl 
PHONE ASAD WI TH IN THE NEXT DAY OR Tl/0 TO EXP RESS ~ 
APPR EC IATION FOR JENCO'S RELEASE AND THANK HIM FOR • ~ 
HIS CO!lTINUING EFFORTS ON BEHALF DF THE REMAINING / : ' 
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SECSTATE WASHDC 5081 DTG:2618042 JUL 86 PSN:029430 
TOR: 207/20432 CSN:HCE788 

DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSRLE 
NSDGM 
NSJRR 
NSVMC 
NSDBR 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJRS 
NSFLL 
NSMEN 
NSPWH 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE SYRIA TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
HOSTAGE INTELLIGENCE TERREP 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
BEIRUT SYRIA 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT SYRIA 
PRES@VISIT 
MEDIA 
SYRIA 

WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5081 2071805 
0 2618042 JUL 86 2FF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IMMEDIATE 7687 
SECRET STATE 235081 TOSEC 140012 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

FOLLOWING DAMASCUS 4539 DTD 26 JUL SENT ACTION 
SECSTATE, INFO BEIRUT, BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION: 
QUOTE: 
SECRET DAMASCUS 04539 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS : PTER, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO: II 

1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. AFTER SHARA' TOLD ME OF JENCO'S COMING RELEASE 
(SEPTEL}, WE WAITED HALF AN HOUR BEFORE JENCO 
ARRIVED AT ABOUT 3:30 P.M. LOCAL. HE WAS BROUGHT 
INTO SHARA'S OFFICE WHERE, AFTER EMBRACING US BOTH, HE 
SAT DOWN FOR A SHORT CONVERSATION. SHARA' EXPRESSED 

********** ********** 
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THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT'S CONGRATULATIONS. JENCO 
THANKED SHARA' FOR SYRIAN ASSISTANCE. HE SAID HE 
HAD BEEN HELD IN A ROOM WITH THE OTHER THREE HOSTAGES 
DURING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. BEFORE THAT HE WAS 
MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE A TOTAL OF SEVEN TIMES. 

HE DESCRIBED HIS CAPTORS AS FANATICS AND DETERMINED 
MEN. 

3. JENCO SAID THE ONLY MESSAGE HE HAD BEEN GIVEN 
BY HIS CAPTORS WAS A VIDEO TAPE. HE DID NOT KNOW 
WHAT WAS IN IT, BUT HAD BEEN TOLD NOT TO DELIVER IT 
TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT OR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, 
BUT ONLY TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. HE HAD BEEN 
WARNED THAT IT MUST BE TURNED OVER TODAY OR THERE 
WOULD BE RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE HOSTAGES. 

4. JENCO UNDERSTOOD, AND SHARA' AGREED, THAT HE 
SHOULD MAKE NO COMMENTS TO THE PRESS REGARDING HIS 
DETENTION OR DETAILS OF HIS RELEASE. AT THAT POINT, 
THE DOORS WERE OPENED TO ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE PRESS 
REPRESENTATIVES AND PHOTOGRAPHERS WHO TOOK PICTURES 
AND TRIED TO ELICIT JENCO'S COMMENTS. SHARA' MADE 
A BRIEF STATEMENT EXPRESSING THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
HAPPINESS THAT HE HAD BEEN RELEASED. JENCO THANKED 
THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND ALL THOSE WHO HAD HELPED 
BRING HIS FREEDOM. HE TOLD THE JOURNALISTS HE WAS 
WELL AS WERE THE OTHER HOSTAGES (HE DID NOT SAY HOW 
MANY). HE PRAYED THAT THEY WOULD SOON BE RELEASED. 

5. I EMPHASIZED TO SHARA' THAT WE MUST BE GIVEN 
THE VIDEO TAPE WHICH WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE SYRIAN 
INTELLIGENCE PEOPLE WHO HAD PROVIDED JENCO WITH 
SHOWER, CLOTHING AND FOOD. WE ARE FOLLOWING UP 
ON THIS. 

5. THE SYRIANS HAVE THUS FAR HANDLED THE TURNOVER 
IN A BUSINESSLIKE WAY WITHOUT EXCESSIVE MEDIA 
EXPLOITATION. THEY HAVE TOLD ME THAT HOW WE HANDLE 
JENCO FROM HERE ON OUT IS UP TO US. 

6. WE ARE KEEPING THE PRESS ONLY SEMI-HAPPY WITH 
INFORMATION THAT JENCO HAS BEEN VISITED BY THE PAPAL 
NUNCIO AND MRS . SAY . WE HAVE TOLD THEM HE WILL BE 
LEAVING TOMORROW MORNING. WE ANTICIPATE ANOTHER 
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY AT THE AIRPLANE, BUT HAVE RESISTED 
REQUESTS FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE BY JENCO OR EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL. 

7. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. EAGLETON 
UNQUOTE ARMACOST 
** END OF CABLE** 

********** ~T 

********** 

* ********* 



n~ nae non 

--£ECREt e 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SECRETARIAT 
PAGE 01 
EOB989 

SECSTATE \IASHDC 5081 

AH009394 

OTG: 261804l JUL 86 PSN.: 029430 

TOR: 207 /2043l CSN: HCE788 

---- --- --- --- --- -------- --- ------ ----- -- -- ----- ---- - --- ---- -----
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\IHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: 

£08: 
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OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5081 2071805 
0 261804l JUL 86 lFF4 

FM SECSTATE 1/ASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IHl1EDIATE 7687 

AMCONSUL FR ANKFURT NIACT IMMEDIATE 0067 

S EC RE T STATE 23 508l TOSEC 140012 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

FOLLOWING DAMASCU S 4539 DTD 26 JUL SENT ACTION 
SECSTATE , INFO BEIRUT, BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION: 

QUOTE: 
S EC R ET DAMASCU S 04539 

TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

I 
E. 0. 12156: DECL : OADR 

TAGS: fTER, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO: 11 

I. SECRET - ENT IRE TEXT. 

2.- AFTER SHARA ' TOLD ME OF JENCO ' S COMIIIG RELEASE 

(SEPTEL), WE WAITED HALF AN HOUR BEFORE JENCO 
ARRIVED AT ABOUT 3: 30 P. M. LOCAL. HE \/AS BROUGHT 
INTO SHARA 'S OFF ICE \/HERE, AFTER EMBRACING US BOTH, HE 

SAT 001/N FOR A SHORT CONVERSATION. SHARA ' EXPRESSED 

THE SYRI AN GOVERNMENT ' S CONGRATULATIONS . JENCO 

THANKED S~Al(A' FOR SYRIAN ASSISTANCE. HE SAID HE 
HAD BEEN HELD IN A ROOM WITH THE OTHER THREE HOSTAGE S 

DUR ING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS . BEFORE THAT HE \/AS 
MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE A TOTAL OF SEVEN TIME S. 
HE DE SCR IBED HIS CAPTORS AS FANATICS AND DETERMINED 

MEN. 

3. JENCO SAID THE ONLY MESSAGE HE HAD BEEN GIVEN 
BY HI S CAPTORS IIAS A VI DEO TAPE. HE DID NOT KNOii 
IIHAT \/AS IN IT, BUT HAD BEEN TOLD NOT TO DELIVER IT 
TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT OR THE U. S. GOVERNMENT, 
BUT ONLY TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. HE HAD BEEN 
\IARNED THAT IT MUST BE TURNED OVER TODAY OR THERE 

\IOULD BE RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE HOSTAGES . 

4. JENCO UNDERSTOOD, AND SHARA ' AGREED, THAT HE 
SHOULD MAKE NO COMMENTS TO TH£ PRESS REG ARDING HIS 
DETENTION OR DETAILS OF HIS RELEASE. AT THAT POINT, 
THE DOOR S \/ERE OPENED TO ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE PRESS 
REPRE SENTATIVES ANO PHOTOGRAPHERS 11110 TOOK PICTURES 
AND TRIED TO ELICIT JENCO' S COMMENTS . SHARA ' MADE 
A BRIEF STATEMENT EXPRESSING THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT ' S 
HAPPINESS THAT HE HAD BEEN RELEASED. JENCO TH ANKED 

THE SYR IAN GOVERNMENT AND ALL THOSE \/HO HAO HELPED 
BRING HIS FREEDOM . HE TOLD THE JOURNALISTS HE \/AS 
WELL AS WERE THE OTHER HOSTAGES (HE DID NOT SAY HOii 
MANY). HE PRAYED THAT THEY WOULD SOON BE RELEA SED . 

5 . I EMPH ASllEO TO SHARA ' THAT WE MUST B£ GIVEN 

THE VIDEO TAPE 1/HICH \/AS IN THE HANDS OF THE SYRIAN 

I IITELLI GENCE PEOPLE WHO HAD PROVIDED JENCO WITH 
SHOWER , CLOTHING AND FOOD. 1/E ARE FOLLOWING UP 

ON THIS. 

5 . THE SYRIANS HAVE THU S FAR HANDLED THE TURNOVER 

I N A BU SINES SLIKE WAY 1/ITHOUT EXCESS I VE MEDIA 
EXPLOIT ATI ON. THEY HAVE TOLD ME THAT HOW 1/E HAIIDLE 

J [NCO FROM HERE ON OUT I S UP TO US. 

6 . WE ARE KEEP ING THE PRE SS ONLY SEMI-HAPPY WITH 

I IIFORHATION THAT J[NCO HAS BEEN VIS ITED BY THE PAP AL 

NUNCIO ~ND MR S. SAY . 1/E HAVE TOLD THEM HE \/ILL BE 

LEAVING TOMORRO\/ MORNING . WE ANT ICIPATE AII OTHER 
PHOTO OPP ORT UN I TY AT THE A I RP LANE , BUT HAVE RE SISTED 

REQUE STS FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE BY JENCO OR EMBASSY 

PER SOlrnEL. 

7 . BEI RUT MINIMllE CONS IDERED . EAGLETON 

UIIQUOTE AR MACOST 
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F~ AME~BASSY DAMASCUS 

TO AMELlBASSY BEIRUT NIACT IMMEDIATE 2040 

I IJ F O SE CST A TE WASH DC t~ I ACT I MME D I A TE 6 12 1 

SE CR E T DA~ASCUS 04541 

FOR CHARGE MCNAMARA 

E. 0 . 12356 : DECL: OADR 

TAGS : PTER , LE , SY 

SUBJECT: 

REF: BEIRUT 3953 

1 . s E C R E T - E rn I R E B X T . 

2. WE REGRET RESPO~DIUG TARDILY TO YOUR TELEGRAM 

GUT PRESSII/ G SERIES OF REQUIREMENTS HERE HAVE 
DEL AYED US. 

3 . P L E A S E TE L L r.~ R S . S U T H E R L A N D T H A T WE N O W E X P E C T 
FATHER JE UCO TO DEPART DAh'i ASCUS TOMORROW AT TEN A. M. 

DECLASSlflED liJ PART 
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Arm THEREFORE I T I S rm T L I K EL Y THAT SHE WOULD BE 
ABLE TO ARRIVE HERE IN TIME TO SEE HIM. 

3. HOWEVER, FAT HER J ENCO HAS PASSED ALONG SOME 
l~FOR~ATION CONCERNING TOM SUTHERLAND AND WE THINK 
J E AtJ WI L L F I rm S O f,'i E OF I T COM F ORT I NG. WE P ASS 
THIS ON WITH THE SUGGESTION THAT SHE NOT USE IT FOR 
THE MOMENT WITH THE PRESS. 

4. U1THER J Ef-JCO SAYS THAT FOR THE LAST SEVERAL 
MONTHS THE FOUR HOSTAGES HAVE BEEN TOGETHER AND 
PROVIDED EACH OTHER COMPANY, SUPPORT AND HOPE . 
WHILE THEY HAVE BEEN CONFINED IN A SMALL PLACE, 
THEY HAVE HAD ACCESS AT TIMES TO A RADIO AND MORE 
RECEIHLY TO A (i) 

B R I r~ G S S P E C I A L G R E E T I N G S A N D E X P R E S S I O N S O F 
LOVE FROM TOM SUTHERLAND TO HIS FAMILY WHOM HE 
0 F TE rJ D I S C U S S E S . A P AR T F R O M T H E C O N D I T I ON S O F 
C O r~ F I N E ME I~ T , W H I C H T A K E P L A C E I N A S MA L L R O O M, T H E 
FOUR HAVE NOT BEEN MISTREATED OR BEATEN. THEY ARE 
FED REGULARLY 

HAVE A FAN AND ELECTRIC LIGHT IN 
THEIR ROOM A~D ACCESS TO A KITCHEN AND A TOILET. 
THE FOUR ARE GOOD FRIENDS AND PRAY DAILY TOGETHER 
I [~ T H E A F TE R rm O N A rm I N T H E E YE N f N G . T H E Y D 0 

EXERCISES IN THE ROOM AND HAVE SOME BOOKS AND 
E V E f J ¥/R I T I I~ G P AP E R AN D P E N S . F AT H E R J E N C O S A Y S 

THAT EACH ~IGHT BEFORE SLEEPING THEY EXCHANGE A 
H A I! D S H A I\ E OF P E A C E . 

5 . L A WR E I~ C E J E !H O H A S G R E A TL Y I MP R E S S E D O F F I C E R S 
AT T H I S E l.1 B AS S Y W I T H H I S H U MAN I T Y AN D S T R E N G T H .. 

~fo~)l~t 
,.a.,-...... 
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WE Im O W H E W I L L WA IH T O S H A R E MO R E I N F O R MA T I O N 

WITH ~RS. SUTHERLAND AS SOON AS THAT IS POSSIBLE. 

THE THOUGHTS ACOVE , HOWEVER, ARE THE ONES HE 
\'/ AI n E D F I R S T T O C O IH E Y T O H E R . 

6 . B E I R U T [,1 1 IJ I !ti I ZE C O N S I D E R E D . E A G L E T ON 
BT 
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210oz 21 JUL. 
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SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 DAMASCUS 04543 

EXDIS 

FRANKFURT EYES ONLY FOR HOSTAGE DEBRIEFING TEAM 

E. O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO IN DAMASCUS 

l. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: EARLY - REPORTING BASED ON 
LIMITED DEBRIEFING HAS PROVIDED SOME DETAILS WHICH 
MIGHT BE OF USE TO DEBRIEFING TEAM WHICH WILL MEET · 
FATHER JENCO TODAY, JULY 27 IN FRANKFURT. FOLLOWING 
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ADDITION TO EARLIER REPORT DRAWS ON FURTHER REMARKS 
JENCO MADE IN DAMASCUS LAST NIGHT, JULY 26 , TO 
EMBOFFS . END SUMMARY. 

3. JENCO'S MENTAL AND PHYSICAL CONDITION IS GOOD AL­
THOUGH HE HAS A MILD CASE OF HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. HE 
IS IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION AND REMARKABLY ALERT 
MENTALLY. WITH THE AID OF REGULAR RADIO AND T. V. 
BROADCASTS, PLUS SOME NEWSPAPER REPORTS, PLUS A LOT 
OF CONVERSATION WITH HIS COLLEAGUES OVER THE LAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS, HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO INTERPRET REMARKS 
BY HIS CAPTORS AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS PRISONS TO 
PROVIDE A RATHER FULL PICTURE OF HIS CAPTIVITY . 
ALTHOUGH HE HAS SPENT MOST OF THE LAST TWO DAYS AWAKE, 
OFTEN UNDERGOING GRUELING PHYSICAL MOVES FROM PLACE 
TO PLACE, HIS ELATION TODAY KEPT HIM AWAKE AND TALKING 
MOST OF THE EVENING. HE IS WILLING TO RECONSTRUCT 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF HIS CAPTIVITY BUT HE 
WILL NEED TIME AND ENCOURAGEMENT. HIS OVERWHELMING 
CONCERN IS FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS FELLOW PRISONERS, 
AND EVENTUAL RELEASE , BUT HE ALSO HAS A DESIRE TO DO 
WHAT HIS CAPTORS HAVE ASKED HIM TO DO , WHICH IS TO 
CARRY TO THE U.S . GOVERNMENT A SIMPLE MESSAGE, NAMELY, 
THAT FURTHER RELEASE OF HIS FRIENDS DEPENDS ON THE 
RELEASE OF THE SEVENTEEN DAWA' PRISONERS IN KUWAIT. 
HIS CAPTORS FURTHER WANT HIM TO TELL THEIR STORY, 
A LITANY OF COMPLAINTS ABOUT ISRAEL AND THE U.S . 
HE IS BY NO MEANS A SLAVE TO THESE DEMANDS AND 
CLEARLY SEES HIS CAPTORS AS EVIL MEN AND IN ADDITION 
HE IS LUCID AND FULL OF OBSERVATIONS. THE DEBRIEFING 
TEAM SHOULD APPROACH HIM WITH TRUST AND CONFIDENCE, 
ABOVE ALL RESPECTING HIS VOCATION AS A CHRISTIAN 
AND A CATHOLIC PRIEST. FOR ALL HIS STRENGTH, HOWEVER, 
HE IS STILL CLOSE TO THE HORRORS OF HIS CAPTIVITY 
AND SHOULD NOT BE PRESSED TOO HARD LEST HIS ELATION 
TURN OCCASIONALLY TO TEARS . 

4. THE CHRONOLOGY OF HIS RELEASE AND SOME OF THE 
CONDITIONS OF HIS CAPTIVITY MAY BE USEFUL FOR THE 
DEBRIEFING TEAM AS A POINT OF DEPARTURE. THE CHANGE 
OF CIRCUMSTANCES STARTED ON JULY 25 AT 5 P.M . WHEN 
HIS CAPTORS TOLD THE FOUR AMERICAN HOSTAGES WHO 
WERE HELD TOGETHER IN ONE TWELVE BY FIFTEEN FOOT 
ROOM THAT THE BUILDING WAS NO LONGER "HEALTHY " 
AND THEY WERE BEING MOVED. THE CONTEMPTUOUS 
REMARKS OF THE CAPTORS FOR THE SYRIANS LEADS JENCO 
TO CONCLUDE THAT PRESSURES FROM THAT QUARTER FORCED 
THE MOVE AND MAY HAVE PRECIPITATED THE DECISION TO 
RELEASE HIM. HE BELIEVES THAT A SET OF NEGOTIATIONS 
ABOUT A MONTH AGO FOR THE RELEASE OF AMERICANS IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SOME PRISONERS ELSEWHERE THAN IN 
KUWAIT COLLAPSED SUDDENLY, LEAVING HIS CAPTORS 

********** 
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HI GHLY CRITICAL OF U.S. GOVERNMENT BAD FAITH. THE 
DEMAND NOW FOR THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS IN 
KUWAIT WOULD SEEM TO BE, THEREFORE, A REVERSION 
TO EARLIER AND HARDER TERMS . IN ANY CASE, THE 
PRISONERS WERE REMOVED ON JULY 25, ONE BY ONE FROM 
THEIR TOP FLOOR PRISON IN A BUILDING IN BEIRUT . 
(JENCO BELIEVES HE COULD IDENTIFY THE LOCATION OF THIS 
BUILDING ON A MAP OR AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH.) JENCO WAS 
THE LAST TO GO DOWN THE ELEVATOR WHERE, ALL THE 

PRISONERS WERE TOLD, THEY WOULD WALK NONCHALANTLY 
FROM THE FRONT DOOR TO A WAITING CAR AND THEN, DRESSED 

IN STREET CLOTHES, BE DRIVEN OFF TO A NEW LOCATION. 
JENCO, HOWEVER , WAS NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE AND WAS TOLD 
AT THP.T TIME HE WOULD BE RELEASED . JENCO BELIEVES 
A VIDEO TAPE THAT HE WAS GIVEN WAS MADE AT THAT TIME. 

5. AT TWO IN THE MORNING, JENCO WAS TAPED LIKE A 
MUMMY AND PLACED IN THE WHEEL WELL OF A LARGE TRUCK, 
TRANSPORTED FOR ABOUT FOUR HOURS ACROSS VERY ROUGH 
ROADS. AT ONE POINT THE TRUCK GOT STUCK AND HAD TO 
BE PUSHED FREE. AT SOME TIME IN THE EARLY MORNING, 
JENCO WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE WELL AND PUT IN THE BACK 
SEAT OF A CAR AND DRIVEN FURTHER UNTIL HE WAS LET OUT 
ON THE ROAD NEAR LAKE QARA ' OUN IN THE SOUTHERN BIQA'. 
HE WAS POINTED TOWARD A VILLAGE. THE CAR DROVE OFF 
AND HE WALKED TO THE VILLAGE WHERE HE WAS AT FIRST 

NOTE BY OC/T:UPGRADED EXDIS PER S/S-0- MR YAMATO 
** END OF CABLE** 

**** SECTION BREAK**** 
SECRET SECTION 02 OF 02 DAMASCUS 04543 

EXDIS 

FRANKFURT EYES ONLY FOR HOSTAGE DEBRIEFING TEAM 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER , SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO IN DAMASCUS 

TREATED LIKE AN ESCAPED LUNATIC WITH TAPE AND COTTON 
STILL STICKING TO HIS HEAD AND CLOTHES. FINALLY, A 
WOMAN WHO SPOKE ENGLISH WAS ABLE TO INFORM LOCAL 
OFFICIALS THAT HE WAS THE JENCO OF HOSTAGE FAME. 
WITHIN A VERY SHORT TIME HE WAS TURNED OVER TO THE 
SYRIANS. 

6. HIS MOVEMENT ONWARD TO DAMASCUS WAS THEREAFTER 
QUITE STEADY AND QUICK. HE WAS BRIEFLY QUESTIONED 

********** 

********** S~-T ********** 
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AT ONE POINT ABOUT WHERE HE HAD BEEN AND WHO HELD 
HIM, BUT HE DID NOT PROVIDE THE SYRIANS FULL 
INFORMATION ON THESE QUESTIONS . THEY DID NOT SEEM 
TO EXPECT HIS RELEASE, ACCORDING TO JENCO, BUT 
TREATED HIM KINDLY, ALLOWING HIM TO SHOWER AND GIVING 
HIM NEW CLOTHES . BY LATE AFTERNOON HE WAS IN DAMASCUS 
AND THEN TAKEN TO THE RESIDENCE. 

7. JENCO HAS FIRSTHAND AND INFERENTIAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT FRENCH AS WELL AS OTHER CAPTIVES. HE ATTRIBUTES 
MUCH OF THE RECENT COMFORT AND FACILITIES (E.G., RADIO 
AND T.V.) TO THE EFFORTS OF TERRY WAITE, WHOSE 
APPEARANCE AT THE RESIDENCE FROM AMMAN AT 11 O' CLOCK 
THIS EVENING, JULY 26, PROVIDED AN ESPECIALLY WARM 
REUNION. WAITE WILL RETURN ON THE PLANE WITH JENCO 

AND, DESPITE OUR PROMPTINGS TONIGHT AND OUR ESCORT 
TOMORROW, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO DEBRIEF JENCO 
ON SOME MATTERS. WE WILL DO ALL WE CAN TO LIMIT 
THIS, BUT THE BOND BETWEEN THESE TWO MEN IS VERY 
SRONG. 

8 . JENCO IS A VERY IMPRESSIVE MAN. HIS ONLY REQUEST 
TO US SO FAR IS THAT HE LEAVE TOMORROW DRESSED AS A 
PRIEST. WITH A LITTLE SCRAMBLING WE BELIEVE WE WILL 
BE ABLE TO SATISFY THIS REQUEST . THE DEBRIEFING 
TEAM SHOULD KNOW THAT HE HAS RECEIVED AN INVITATION 
FROM THE POPE TO VISIT ROME FOR A PRIVATE AUDIENCE 
ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 . THIS IS SOMETHING HE 
WANTS VERY MUCH TO DO . 

9. ON DEPARTURE, JENCO WILL ANSWER NO REPEAT NO 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS, BUT WILL READ THE FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT: 

I AM PLEASED TO BE GOING HOME, AND WANT TO THANK 
ALL THOSE WHO HELPED BRING ABOUT MY RELEASE, AND 
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN DAMASCUS WHO RECEIVED ME SO 
WARMLY YESTERDAY . I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE 
STATEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE BY PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND THE HOLY FATHER . I HAVE HIGH HOPES FOR THE 
RELEASE OF MY THREE FRIENDS AND FELLOW PRISONERS AND 
OTHER HOSTAGES. I AM WELL, AND LOOK FORWARD TO 
SEEING MY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 

I NEED TIME TO PRAY AND REFLECT ON THE EVENTS OF 
THE PAST TWO DAYS, AND ASK ALL THOSE WHO ARE HERE 
TODAY, AND WATCHING FROM AFAR, TO GIVE ME THIS TIME 
AND PEACE. EAGLETON 

NOTE BY OS/ T:UPGRADED EXDIS PER S/ S-0-MR YAMATO 
** END OF CABLE** 
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E. 0. 12356 : DECL : OADR 
' TAGS : PTER ; SY, LE 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER J ENCO IN DAMASCUS 

1. SECRET - EIHIRE TEXT . 

2 . S U f,11,IA R Y : E A R L Y - R E P O R T I N G B A S E D O N 
L I I.~ I TED DEB R I E F I !~ G HAS PROV I DE D SO ME DE TA I LS WH I CH 
r.; I G .H T B E O F U S E T O D E B R I E F I !~ G T E A M W H I C H W I L L M E E T 
Fl\ THE R J E r: CO TOD A Y, J UL Y 2 7 I N FRANKFURT. FOL LOW I NG 
ADDI TIO~ TO EARL !ER REPORT DRAWS ON FURTHER REMARKS 
JE ~CO Ll ADE IW DA~ASCUS LAST NIGHT , JULY 26, TO 
E f,; D O F F S . E ['. D S U 1,11,tA R Y . 

E.O. 12958 
/'4Amended 
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3 . J E r J C O l s !11 E tJ T A L A r~ D p H y s I C A L C O N D I T I ON I s G O O D A L -
THOUGH HE HAS A MILD CASE OF HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. HE 
IS IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION AND REMARKABLY ALERT 
L"ENTALLY. WITH THE AID OF REGULAR RADIO AND T. V. 
BROADCASTS , PLUS SOME NEWSPAPER REPORTS, PLUS A LOT 
OF CONVERSATION WITH HIS COLLEAGUES OVER THE LAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS, HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO INTERPRET REMARKS 
BY HIS CAPTORS AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS PRISONS TO 
PROVIDE A RATHER FULL PICTURE OF HIS CAPTIVITY. 
ALTHOUGH HE HAS SPENT MOST OF THE LAST TWO DAYS AWAKE, 
0 F TEN U rm ERGO I NG GR U E L I NG PHYS I CAL MOVE S FROM PL ACE 
TO PLACE, HIS ELATION TODAY KEPT HIM AWAKE AND TALKING 
r.rnsT OF THE EVEN I NG. HE Is WI LL I NG TO RECONSTRUCT 

[ THE TER~S AND CONDITIONS OF HIS CAPTIVITY BUT HE 
X W I L L rH E D T 1 ME Arm E fH O U R A G E ME N T . H I S O V E R W H E L M I N G 
D c or~ c E R N I s F o R _THE s AF E T Y o F H I s F E L L ow P R I so NE Rs. / ~oP-. 
I A rm E VE IH U A L R E L E A S E , B U T H E A L S O H A S A D E S I R E T O D 0 

S WHAT H I S CAPTORS HAVE ASKED H I M TO DO, WH I CH I S T 0 

CARRY TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT A SIMPLE MESSAGE, NAMELY, 
THAT FURTHER RELEASE OF HIS FRIENDS DEPENDS ON THI 

E 
X 
D 
I s 

RELEASE OF THE SEVENTEEN DAWA' PRISONERS IN KUWAIT. 
HIS CAPTORS FURTHER WANT HIM TO TELL THEIR STORY, 
A L I T A [H O F C O [,~ P L A I rn S A B O U T I S R A E L A N D T H E U . S . 
HE IS BY NO MEANS A SLAVE TO THESE DEMANDS AND 
CLEARLY SEES HIS CAPTORS AS EVIL MEN AND IN ADDITION 
H E I S L U C I D Ar~ D F U L L O F O B S E R V AT I O N S . T H E D E B R I E F I N G 

TEALl SHOULD APPROACH HIM WITH TRUST AND CONFIDENCE, 
A B O \' E A L L R E S P E C T I rJ G H I S V O C A T I O N A S A C H R I S T I AN 

AH D A CA THO L I C PR I E ST . F OR ALL H I S STRENGTH, HO WEVER , 
1: E I S ST I L L CL OS E TO THE HORRORS OF H I S CAPT I V I TY 
At; D SHOULD [!OT DE PRESSED TOO HARD LEST HIS ELATION 
TU R t! 0 CC P, S I O I~ AL L Y TO TE AR S. 
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4. THE CH RO rm L O G Y OF H I S REL EASE AND SOME OF THE 
C O Ii D I T I O I~ S O F H I S C A P T I V I T Y M A Y B E U S E F U L F O R T H E 
D E B R I E F I I~ G TE A 1,1 A S A P O I N T O F D E P A R T U R E . T H E C H A N G E 

0 F C I R C U l1'i S T A fJ C E S S T AR T E D O N J U L Y 2 5 AT 5 P . M. W H E N 

HIS CAPTORS TOLD THE FOUR AMERICAN HOSTAGES WHO 
WERE HELD TOGETHER IN ONE TWELVE BY FIFTEEN FOOT 

R O O r,l T H A T T H E B U I L D I r~ G WA S 14 0 L O N G E R " H E A L T H Y " 
A IJD T H E Y WE R E B E I I~ G hiO V E D . T H E C O N TE M P T U O U S 
RE MARK S OF THE CAPTORS FOR THE SYRIANS I EADS JENCO 
TO CO NCLUDE THAT PRESSURES FROM THAT QUARTER FORCED 
THE MOVE AND MAY HAVE PRECIPITATED THE DECISION TO 

R E LE A S E H I 1.1. H E B EL I E V E S T H A T A S E T O F N E G O T I A T I O N S 

ABOUT A MONTH AGO FOR THE RELEASE OF AMERICANS IN 
EXCHAUGE FOR SOME PRISONERS ELSEWHERE THAN IN 

KUWAIT COLLAPSED SUDDENLY, LEAVING HIS CAPTORS 

HIGHLY CRITICAL OF U.S . GOVERNMENT BAD FAITH. THE 
DEMA ND NOW FOR THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS IN 
KUWAIT WOULD SEE~ TO BE, THEREFORE , A REVERSION 
T O E A R L I E R A rm H A R D E R T E R M S . I N A N Y C A S E , T H E 

PRISO !i ERS WERE REMOVED ON JULY 25, ONE BY ONE FROM 

THEIR TOP FLOOR PRISON IN A BUILDING IN BEIRUT . 
( J E r~ C O B EL I E V E S H E C O U L D I D E N T I F Y T H E L O C A T I O N O F T H I S 

B U I L D I IJ G O N A r.rn P O R A E R I A L P H O T O G R A P H . ) J E N C O WA S 

THE LAST TO GO DO WN THE ELEVATOR WHERE, ALL THE 
PRISO~ERS WERE TOLD, THEY WOULD WALK NONCHALANTLY 

FRO~ THE FRONT DOOR TO A WAITING CAR AND THEN, DRESSED 
IN STREET CLOTHES , BE DRIVEN OFF TO A NEW LOCATION. 

J E IH O, HO WE VE R, VI AS rm T AL L OWED TO LE AVE AND WAS TO L D 
AT THAT TII.IE HE WOULD BE RELEASED. JENCO BELIEVES 
A \' I DEO TAPE Tli AT HE WAS GI VEN WAS MADE AT THAT TI ME . 

5 . /1 T T \'.'O I r~ THE rm R Ii I fJ G, J ENC O WAS TAPE D L I KE A 
l,'.Ur.a:v Af~D PLACED II~ THE V/HEEL WELL OF A LARGE TRUCK , 
TR A 11 S P OR TE D F OR AB O U T F O U R H OU R S AC R OS S V E R Y R OU G H 
R O A D S. AT O r H P O I rn T H E T R U C K G O T S T U C K AN D H AD T 0 
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BE PUSHED FREE. AT SO ME TIME IN THE EARLY MORNING , 

JE ~C O WA S TAKE~ OUT OF THE WELL AND PUT IN THE BACK 

SEAT OF A CAR A~D DRIVEN FURTHER UNTIL HE WAS LET OUT 

0 I J T H E R O A D N E A R L A K E O A R A ' 0 U N I N T H E S O U T H E R N B I Q A' . 

H E YI A S P O I f J T E D T O WA R D , A V I L L A G E . T H E C A R D R O V E O F F 

AUD HE WALKED TO THE VILLAGE WHERE HE WAS AT FIRST 

IJO TE B Y O C / T : U P G R A D E D E X D I S P E R S / S - 0 - MR Y A MA T 0 

E BT 

X 
0 
I s 

E 
X 
0 
I s 

E 
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0 P I l1'it.l E D 
DE RUEHD~ •4 543/82 2872244 

0 262239Z JUL 86 ZFF4 

FM AME~BASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6124 

INFO A~CONSUL FRANKFURT NIACT IMMEDIATE 0'776 

SE CR E T SECTION 82 OF 0'2 DAMASCUS 0'4543 

D EXDIS 

I 
$ FRANKFURT EYES ONLY FOR HOSTAGE DEBRIEFING TEAM 

E 
): 
D 
I s 

E. 0. 12356 : DECL : OADR 

TAGS: PTER, SY , LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO IN DAMASCUS 

TREATED LIKE A~ ESCAPED LUNATIC WITH TAPE AND COTTON 

S T I L L S T I C I( I f ~ G T O H I S H E A D AN D C L O T H E S . F I N A L L Y , A 

VI O r,~ A IJ W H O S P O IIE E I~ G L I S H WA S AB L E T O I N F O R M L O C A L 

OFFICIALS THAT HE WAS THE JENCO OF HOSTAGE FAME. 
WITH!~ A VERY ~HORT TIME HE WAS TURNED OVER TO THE 

SY R I A f~ S. 

6 . H I S 1.; 0 V u ; E 1n O [JW AR D T O D AM AS C U S WAS T H E R E AF TE R 

0 U I TE S TE A D Y A I~ D O U I C I( . H E WAS B R I E F L Y O U E S T I O N E D 

A T O I! E P O I rn A B O U T W H E R E H E H AD B EE N AN D W H O H EL D 
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HIM, BUT HE DID NOT PROVIDE THE SYRIANS FULL 

I IH O R [,I A T I O I~ 0 tJ T H E S E O U E S T I O t~ S . T H E Y D I D N O T S EE M 
TO EXPECT HIS RELEASE, ACCORDING TO JENCO, BUT 

TREATED HIM KINDLY, ALLOWING HIM TO SHOWER AND GIVING 
HIM tJEW CLOTHES. BY LATE AFTERNOON HE WAS IN DAMASCUS 

AND THEN TAKEN TO THE RESIDENCE. 

7. J UiCO HAS FI P-STHAtrn AND I NFEREtH I AL I NF OR MAT I ON 

ABOUT F RE tJ CH AS WELL AS OT HE R CAPT I VE S. HE AT TR I BU TES 

LrnCH OF THE RECENT COMFORT AND FACILITIES (E.G., RADIO 

A Im T. V. l TO THE EFFORTS OF TERRY WA I TE, WHOSE 

APPEARANCE AT THE RESIDENCE FROM AMMAN AT 11 0' CLOCK 

T H I S E V E I~ I t~ G • J U L Y 2 6 , P R O V I D E D AN E S P E C I A L L Y WA R M 
R E U I~ I O f J . WA I T E W I L L R E T U R N O N T H E P L A N E W I T H J E N C 0 

AND, DESPITE OUR PROMPTINGS TONIGHT AND OUR ESCORT 

TO~ORROW, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO DEBRIEF JENCO 

OI~ SOME MATTERS. WE WILL DO ALL WE CAN TO LIMIT 

THIS, BUT THE BOND BETWEEN THESE TWO MEN IS VERY 

SROMG. 

8 . J E r~ C O I S A VE RY I r,1 PRE S S I V E MAN. H I S ON L Y RE OU E ST 

TO US SO FAR IS THAT HE LEAVE TOMORROW DRESSED AS A 

PRIEST. WITH A LITTLE SCRAMBLING WE BELIEVE WE WILL 

BE ABLE TO SATISFY THIS REQUEST. THE DEBRIEFING 

TEALi SHOULD 1rnow THAT HE HAS RECEIVED AN INVITATION 

FRO~ THE POPE TO VISIT ROME FOR A PRIVATE AUDIENCE 

0 IJ WED f/ ES DAY. J UL Y 3 0'. TH I S I S SO METH ING HE 

WA~TS VERY ~LICH TO DO. 

9. 0~ DEPARTURE , JE~CO WILL ANSWER NO REPEAT NO 
0 U E S T I O [~ S F R O Li T H E P R E S S , B U T W I L L R E A D T H E F O L L O W I N G 

ST A TE L: Er! T: 
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I AM PLEASED TO BE GOING HOME , AND WANT TO THANK 
ALL THOSE WHO HELPED BRING ABOUT MY RELEASE, AND 
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE 
ALl ERICA N E~BA SSY I N DA MASCUS WHO RECEIVED ME SO 
WA RLl LY YESTERDAY . I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE 
ST ATE ~ENTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE BY PRESIDENT REAGAN 
A~ D THE HOLY FATHER . I HAVE HIGH HOPES FOR THE 
RELE ASE OF MY THREE FRIENDS AND FELLOW PRISONERS AND 
OTHER HOST AGES. I AM WELL , AND LOOK FORWARD TO 
S E E I r~ G f.H R E L A T I V E S A N D F R I E N D S . 

I ~EED TI Ll E TO PRAY AND REFLECT ON THE EVENTS OF 
THE PAST TWO DAYS , AND ASK ALL THOSE WHO ARE HERE 
T O D A Y . A rm WA T C H I N G F R O M A F A R , T O G I V E M E T H I S T I M E 
A !JD P E A C E . E A G L E T O N 

~OTE BY OS / T: UPGR ADED EXDIS PER S/ S-O-MR YA MATO 
BT 
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IBM155 

JCS WASHINGTON DC// 0861 DTG:2623152 JUL 86 PSN:029628 
TOR: 207/23402 CSN:CRI417 

DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSDGM 
NSDMF 
NSFLL 
NSJRR 
NSNDS 
NSRLE 
NSSRS 

HOSTAGE 
HOSTAGE 
FRANCE 
FRANCE 
HOSTAGE 
FRANCE 
HOSTAGE 
*NOMAIL* HOSTAGE 

WHSR COMMENT: FYI 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: SDO 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEKJCS #0861 2072333 
0 2623152 JUL 86 2FF-4 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC//CJCS// 

DECLJl1SSiflEO lf-J PART 

NLRR moi·t3/ Jr,5735" 
BY 1,.1.>J NARA DATE~,3.Q--ID 

TO USCINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL 
C O N F I D E N T I A L 

DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT 
REF: JCS WASH DC//CJCS//MSG DTG 2617162 
SUBJECT: HOSTAGE RETURN (U) 

1. , (C) IAW REF, PASSENGER MANIFEST FOR FLIGHT OF FATHER LAWRENCE 
JENCO FAMILY FROM ANDREWS AFB TO RHEIN MAIN, GERMANY ON 27 JULY· 
FOLLOWS: 

NAME 

2. (C) IN ADDITION, TWO PRIESTS WILL BE IN- THE PARTY, NAMES AND 
SSNS TO FOLLOW. 

********** CO~IAL ********** 
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SECSTATE WASHDC 5129 DTG:2623182 JUL 86 PSN:029660 
TOR: 208/00022 CSN:HCE812 

DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSRLE 
NSDBR 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJRS 
NSVMC 
NSDGM 
NSJRR 
NSPWH 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE LEBANON SYRIA 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE LEBANON SYRIA 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT LEBANON SYRIA 
BEIRUT LEBANON SYRIA 
BEIRUT LEBANON SYRIA 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT LEBANON SYRIA 
HOSTAGE LEBANON 
HOSTAGE 
HOSTAGE 
SYRIA 

WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5129 2072318 
0 2623182 JUL 86 ZEX 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS IMMEDIATE 
UNCLAS STATE 235129 

INFORM CONSULS 

E.O. 12356: N/ A 
TAGS: PREL 
SUBJECT: PRESS RELEASE - FATHER JENCO RELEASED 

1. FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS RELEASED BY WHITE HOUSE IN 
NAME OF PRESIDENT REAGAN AT 12:15 P.M., WASHINGTON TIME, 
SATURDAY, JULY 26: BEGIN TEXT: 

I AM GRATEFUL THAT OUR PRAYERS FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF 
FATHER MARTIN JENCO HAVE BEEN ANSWERED. SINCE HE WAS 
SEI ZED I-JANUARY OF 1985, WE HAVE BEEN WORKING 
CONTINUOUSLY FOR HIS RELEASE AND THAT OF THE OTHER 
AMERICANS TAKEN HOSTAGE IN LEBANON. I AM PLEASED AT THIS 
DEVELOPMENT, BUT WILL NOT BE SATISFIED UNTIL ALL THOSE 
WHO ARE HELD HOSTAGE -- OF WHATEVER NATIONALITY -- ARE 
RELEASED. 

I SPEAK FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHEN I SAY THAT WE ARE 
TRULY GRATEFUL FOR THE WORK OF ALL THOSE OF MANY 
DIFFERENT NATIONALITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO CONTINUE TO 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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WORK FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF ALL HOSTAGES. I ALSO WISH TO 
EXPRESS OUR THANKS FOR THE WAY IN WHICH THE SYRIAN 
GOVERNMENT EXPEDITED THE DELIVERY OF FATHER JENCO FROM 
WHERE HE WAS RELEASED IN LEBANON TO OUR EMBASSY IN 
DAMASCUS. FINALLY, I NOTE rHAT THOSE WHO HELD FATHER 

JENCO HAVE, IN EFFECT, DECLARED THEIR ABILITY TO CONTROL 
THE FATE OF THE REMAINING AMERICAN HOSTAGES. WHILE WE 
CONTINUE TO WORK FOR THE SAFE RELEASE OF ALL THOSE HELD, 
WE HOLD THEIR CAPTORS AND THOSE WHO SUPPORT THEM 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY OF THE REMAINING AMERICAN 
HOSTAGES. END TEXT. 

2. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 
** END OF CABLE** 

ARMACOST 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
NSRLE 
NSDGM 
NSJRR 
NSVMC 
NSDBR 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJHO 
NSJRS 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE TERROR 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE TERROR 
HOSTAGE TERROR 
HOSTAGE TERROR 
HOSTAGE TERROR 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT 
BEIRUT 
BEIRUT 
VP 
*NOMAIL* BEIRUT 

WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: VP SIT 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5140 2080240 
0 2702062 JUL 86 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IMMEDIATE 7716 
C O N F I D E N T I A L 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 235140 TOSEC 140031 

FRANKFURT FOR AS MURPHY WITH VP'S PARTY AND AMB OAKLEY 

E.O. 12356: N/ A 
TAGS: PTER, CASC, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE: REACTION TO JACOBSEN TAPE 

1. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE ON USG REACTION TO 
JACOBSEN TAPE (BEING SENT SEPTEL). IT IS FOR USE ON 
IF-ASKED BASIS. 

2. BEGIN GUIDANCE. WE HAVE BEEN MAKING -- AND CONTINUE 
TO MAKE -- ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF 
OUR CITIZENS . BY THEIR VERY NATURE, THESE EFFORTS MUST 
BE CONFIDENTIAL. 

DECLASSIFIED 
/ 

WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN READY TO TALK ABOUT THE SAFETY AND 
RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES. BUT WE WILL NOT COMPROMISE WITH 
TERRORISTS . 

,.1 NLRR mo 'd--131 :if557'3'6 
fJ.D,/0 

BY /ZW NARA DATE_ 

(IF PRESSED) WE WANT TO STUDY THE TAPE, SO AT THE MOMENT 

********** CO~IAL **** ****** 
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WE HAVE NO SPECIFIC REACTION TO IT. WE HAVE NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO TALK IN DETAIL WITH FATHER JENCO YET, SO WE HAVE 
NO REACTION TO ANY REPORTED "TERMS" FOR NEGOTIATING. 

(NOTE TO BRIEFER: DON'T GET INTO QUESTION OF WHETHER 

"TALKING" ABOUT SAFETY AND RELEASE" IS TANTAMOUNT TO 
"NEGOTIATING.") END GUIDANCE. 

3. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. ARMACOST 
** END OF CABLE** 

********** ********** 
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SECSTATE WASHDC 5140 
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DTG: 2702052 JUL 86 
TOR: 208 / 02462 

PSN: 02981 2 
CSN: HCE830 

DISTR IBUTION: COBB-01 
MAT-01 

ROSS-01 
/ 007 A2 

NORT-01 S T K-01 STRK-01 SOMM-01 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: VP SIT 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC tt 5140 208 0 240 
D 2 7 02062 JUL 86 ZFF4 
FM SECST ATE WASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY NIACT IMMEDI ATE 77 1 5 
AMCONSUL FR ANKFURT NIACT IMMEDI ATE 0 078 
AMEMB ASSY DAMASCUS NI ACT IMMED I AT E 12 22 
ZEN , AMEMBASSY BEIRUT NI ACT I MMED I ATE 82 7 5 
ZEN , ALNED IMMEDIATE 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ST ATE 235 1 40 TOSEC 140031 

FR AN~ FURT FOR AS MURPHY WITH VP ' S P ART Y AND AMS OAKLEY 

E. 0. 12356 : N/ A 
TAGS: PTE"R, CASC, SY , LE 
SUBJECT: PRESS GUID ANCE : RE ACTION TO JACOBSEN T APE 

1. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUID ANCE ON USG REACTION TO 
J ACOBSEN T APE EEING SENT SEPTEL) IT IS FOR USE ON 
IF- AS KED B ASIS. 

2. BEGIN GUIDANCE . WE HA-VE BEEN MAK ING -- AND CONTINUE 
TO MA KE -- ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS TO OBT AIN THE RELEASE OF 
OUR CITIZENS. BY THEIR VERY NATURE , THESE EFFORTS MUST 
BE CONFIDENT IAL . 

WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN READY TO T ALK ABOUT THE SAFETY AND 
RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES. BUT WE WILL NOT COMPROMISE WITH 
TE R R OR I ST S . 

(IF PRESSED) WE WANT TO STUDY THE T APE, SO AT THE MOMENT 
WE HAVE NO SPECIFIC REACTION TO IT. WE HAVE NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO TAL K IN DETAIL WITH FATHER J ENCO YET, SO WE HAVE 
NO RE ACTION TO ANY REPORTED " TERMS '" FOR NEGOTI ATING. 

(NOTE TO BRIEFER: DON' T GET INTO QUESTION OF .WHETHER 

"T ALK I NG"" AB OUT S AFETY AND REL E ASE "" IS T ANT AMOUNT TO 
" NEGOTIATING.") END GUIDANCE. 

3. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. ARMACOST 
BT 
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DISTRIBUTION: 

NSCPC 
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NSDMF 
NSHRT 
NSJAM 
NSJHO 
NSJRS 
NSPWH 

BEIRUT HOSTAGE IRAN KIDNAP TERROR 
BEIRUT HOSTAGE IRAN KIDNAP TERROR 
HOSTAGE KIDNAP TERROR 
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BEIRUT 
BEIRUT 
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*NOMAIL* BEIRUT 
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WHSR COMMENT: 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

OP IMMED 
DE RUEHC #5148 2080307 
0 2703062 JUL 86 2FF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMCONSUL FRANKFURT NIACT IMMEDIATE 0000 
UNCLAS STATE 235148 

FRANKFURT FOR A/ S MURPHY WITH VP PARTY AND AMB. OAKLEY 

E.O. 12356: N/ A 
TAGS: PTER, CASC, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: JACOBSON TAPE TRANSCRIPT 

1. FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE MADE BY AMERICAN 
HOSTAGE DAVID JACOBSEN AND CARRIED TO FREEDOM BY FATHER 
JENCO. 

2. BEGIN TRANSCRIPT. THIS VIDEO IS BEING RECORDED ON 
THE 25TH DAY OF JULY 1986. I AM DAVID JACOBSEN, THE 
HOSPITAL DIRECTOR AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT 
MEDICAL CENTER. AT LEAST I WAS UNTIL TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 
1985 ON WHICH DATE I WAS TAKEN POLITICAL HOSTAGE. THAT 
WAS 424 DAYS AGO, NEARLY 14 MONTHS, A VERY LONG TIME BY 
ANY MEASUREMENT OF TIME. I WANT TO SEND MY LOVE AND 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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GREETINGS AND MY BEST WISHES TO AMERICANS EVERYWHERE, TO 
ALL FREE PEOPLE AND ESPECIALLY TO MY FAMILY, TO MY LADY, 
AND TO THE FAMILIES OF FATHER MARTIN JENCO, TERRY 
ANDERSON AND TOM SOUTHERLAND. TO OUR FAMILIES AND 
FRIENDS I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE ARE ALIVE AND WE!RE 

REASONABLY WELL AND WE ARE PROVIDED THE BASIC NECESSITIES 
OF LIFE , THAT AS WE REMAIN FAITHFUL TO OUR GOD, TO OUR 

MORAL AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND WE ARE DETERMINED TO BE 
FREE AGAIN. YOU ARE ALWAYS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO THE DAY OF OUR REUNION. WE KNOW OF THE VERY 
GREAT EFFORTS THAT YOU, OUR FAMILIES AND OUR FRIENDS AND 
OTHER AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE MADE TO SECURE OUR RELEASE. 
PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR EFFORTS, AND REDOUBLE THOSE 
EFFORTS. DON'T LET OUR GOVERNMENT FORGET US OR THE 
URGENCY TO SECURE OUR RELEASE. ALTHOUGH WE ARE THOUSANDS 
OF MILES APART WE FEEL YOUR ANXIETY, YOUR CONCERN AND 
YOUR LOVE. 

3. I KNOW ABOUT THE RECENT CENTENNIAL CEREMONY AT THE 
STATUE OF LIBERTY AND THE WORDS OF PRESIDENTS REAGAN AND 
MITTERRAND. BUT YOU ALSO MUST KNOW THAT LIBERTY CANNOT 
BE EXPRESSED ONLY BY A STATUE . WE MUST HAVE DEEDS. AND 
NOW IS THE TIME FOR DEEDS. SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS KEEP 
ALIVE THE FACT THAT WE ARE BEING KEPT HOSTAGE AND THAT 
SOMETHING MUST BE DONE TO FREE US. AFTER SUCH CEREMONIES 
MOST PEOPLE GO HOME TO BE WITH THEIR FAMILIES, ENJOY 
THEIR FREEDOMS WHILE OUR FAMILIES GO HOME TO PICTURES AND 
MEMORIES OF US. 

4. WE REMAIN FAR AWAY FROM HOME, HOSTAGES IN A FOREIGN 
LAND, HOPING TO BE FREE, DISCOURAGED AND EXISTING IN A 
VERY UNPLEASANT CONDITION OF MAXIMUM SECURITY 
IMPRISONMENT. 

5. TODAY WE HAVE THE GOOD NEWS THAT FATHER MARTIN JENCO 
WAS RELEASED FROM CAPTIVITY AFTER 550 DAYS OF 
IMPRISONMENT. MY CAPTORS HAVE TOLD ME THAT FATHER JENCO 
LIKE THE GOOD REVEREND BENJAMIN WEIR WAS RELEASED AS A 
SIGN OF GOOD FAITH, BUT THAT THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT DID 
NOT RECIPROCATE WHEN BEN WEIR WAS RELEASED AND I PRAY 
THEY WILL DO SO NOW. 

6. MY CAPTORS TOLD ME THAT THIS rs THE VERY LAST SIGN OF 
THEIR GOODWILL AND THAT OUR RELEASE WILL BE BY DEATH IF 
THE GOVERNMENT DOESN'T NEGOTIATE RIGHT NOW. FATHER JENCO 
WAS HELD FOR 550 DAYS. TERRY ANDERSON OF THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS HAS BEEN HELD FOR 496 DAYS. TOM SOUTHERLAND, THE 
DEAN OF AGRICULTURE AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT, 
HAS BEEN HELD 412 DAYS AND I HAVE BEEN HELD 424 DAYS . 

7. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT WE WILL BE RELEASED ONLY WHEN 
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS OUR CAPTORS' DEMANDS. 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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PRESSURE BY OTHER GOVERNMENTS ON OUR CAPTIVES OR THE USE 
OF FORCE JUST WILL NOT WORK. 

8. TO DATE, THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS REFUSED TO 

NEGOTIATE. THEY HAVE REFUSED TO NEGOTIATE IN ANY WAY. 
IF WILLIAM BUCKLEY WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
HELD IN CAPTIVITY TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS. DURING THIS 
TIME, NOT ONE NEGOTIATION BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

UNFORTUNATELY WILLIAM BUCKLEY WAS EXECUTED AND OUR 
SYMPATHIES TO HIS WIFE AND HIS FOUR CHILDREN. 

9. WILLIAM BUCKLEY WOULD BE ALIVE TODAY IF NEGOTIATIONS 
HAD BEEN CONDUCTED. SEVERAL GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES HAVE 
BEEN MISSED BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
FAILED TO NEGOTIATE. THERE ARE DAYS WHEN I BELIEVE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT REALLY DOESN'T CARE ABOUT ME, AND THAT WE 
HAVE BEEN TOTALLY ABANDONED. IT SEEMS THAT MY GOVERNMENT 
OR AT LEAST MY PRESIDENT, MIGHT BE A PRISONER OF AN 
ABSURD SUBSERVIENCE TO A POLITICAL POSITION OF "WE WILL 
NOT NEGOTIATE WITH TERRORISTS." JUST REMEMBER THAT ONE 
PERSON'S TERRORIST MAY ACTUALLY BE SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
FREEDOM FIGHTER. ONE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE IN THE LONG TIMES 
PAST IN THIS HOSTAGE CRISIS THAT WE ARE NO CLOSER TO 
RELEASE THAN ON THE DAY IN WHICH WE WERE KIDNAPPED. 

10. SO MUCH SAID FOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF QUIET 
DIPLOMACY. MAYBE IT IS TRUE THAT OUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
LESS THAN CANDID AND PERHAPS HAS EVEN LIED TO OUR 
FAMILIES. I PRAY TO GOD THAT THIS IS NOT SO. MAY MY 
FAMILY AND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC PLEASE FORGIVE ME IF I 
GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT I FEEL LIKE I AM ONE OF GENERAL 
CUSTERS MEN, OR ONE OF THE MEN AT THE ALAMO WAITING FOR 
HELP TO ARRIVE. YOU KNOW THE END OF THEIR STORIES. PRAY 
THAT OURS WILL BE HAPPIER AND YOU KNOW PERHAPS THERE IS 
SOMETHING THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DO TO HELP US BE 
RELEASED. I AM VERY TIRED AND I AM FRUSTRATED AND TO 
TELL YOU THE TRUTH I'M VERY ANGRY. WHY WON'T THE 
GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATE FOR OUR RELEASE? THEY HAVE 
NEGOTIATE FOR OTHER AMERICANS, WHY NOT US? IT TOOK THEM 
FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY DAYS TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF THE 
IRANIAN EMBASSY HOSTAGES. IT TOOK ABOUT THREE WEEKS TO 
FREE THE TWA PASSENGER HOSTAGES ... NEGOTIATIONS IN 
BOTH CASES. OUR GOVERNMENT EVEN NEGOTIATES TO FREE 
CITIZENS OF RUSSIA AND SOUTH AFRICA BUT WHY NOT US? OUR 
ONLY CRIME IS THAT WE ARE AMERICANS, LOYAL AMERICANS. 
PERHAPS THERE IS A POLITICAL PRICE THAT WE'RE PAYING FOR 
THAT. 

11. THE RUSSIANS GOT THEIR MAN OUT IN ONE MONTH ALTHOUGH 

THEY DID LOSE ONE OF THEIR MEN. WE HAVE ALREADY LOST OUR 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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MAN, WILLIAM BUCKLEY, MAY HE REST IN PEACE. AND WE'VE 
BEEN HERE A YEAR AND A HALF . MY CAPTORS CLAIM THAT THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN STALLING FOR TIME AND THEY 

MAINTAIN THAT APPROACH WILL NOT WORK ANY LONGER, AND THEY 
ARE PREPARED TO ACT AS THEY DID IN THE CASE OF WILLIAM 
BUCKLEY. WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS OF OUR RELEASE? I 
DON'T KNOW. BUT FATHER MARTIN HAS BEEN GIVEN THE 
INSTRUCTIONS. END TRANSCRIPT. 

12. BEIRUT MINIMIZED CONSIDERED. 
** END OF CABLE * * 

ARMACOST 

********** U N C L A S S I F I E D ********** 
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1. FOLLO\I ING IS TRANSCRj e,LO HIP IIA~ RIC AN 
HOSTAGE DAV ID JACOBSEN AttD CARRIED TO FREEDOM BY FATHER 

2. BEG IN TR ANSCRIPT. THIS VIDEO IS BE ING RE CORDED ON 

THE 25TH DAY Of JULY 1986. I AM DAVID JACOB SEN, THE 
HOSPI TAL DIRECTOR AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BE IRUT 

MEDICAL CENTER. AT LEAST I \/AS UNTIL TUESDAY, AP RIL 28 , 
1985 ON 1/HICH DATE I \/AS TAKEN POLITICAL HOSTAGE. TH AT 

I/AS 424 DAYS AGO, NEARLY l 4 MOUTH S, A VER Y LONG TI HE BY 
ANY MEASUREMENT OF TIME. I 1/AtlT TO SEND MY LOVE ANO 
GREETIN GS ANO HY BEST \I I SHES TO AMERICANS EVE RYIIH ERE, TO 
All FREE PEOPLE AND ESPEC IALLY TO MY FAMIL Y, TO MY LADY, 
AND TO THE FAMIL IES OF FATHER MART I N JENCO, TERR Y 
ANDERSON AND TON SOU THERL AND. TO OUR FAMIL IES AN D 
FR IENDS I 1/AtlT YOU TO KNOii TH AT 1/E ARE AL IVE ANO \.IE ' RE 
REASONABL Y \/El l AND 1/E ARE PROVIDED THE BAS IC NECE SSI TIE S 

OF L IF E, TH AT AS \.IE REMAIH FAI THFUL TD OU R GOD, TO OUR 

MORAL ANO ETHICAL PRINC I PL ES AtlO II[ AR E DET ERM I NED TO BE 

FREE AGA IN . YOU ARE AL \.IAYS I N OUR TH OUGHTS AtlO !IE LOOK 
FOR\.IAR D TO THE DAY OF OUR R£U NI ON. \IE KNOii OF TH E VERY 

GREAT EF FORT S THAT YOU , OUR FAMILIE S AND OU R FR IE NDS ANO 
OTHER AME RICAN CI TIZENS HAV[ MADE TO SECURE OUR RELEASE. 
PLEASE CONT INUE YOUR EF FORTS, ANO REDOUBL E TH OSE 
EffORT S. DON ' T LET OUR GOVERNMENT FOR GET US OR THE 
URGE NCY TO SECURE OUR RELEASE. AL THOUGH \IE AR E THOUS ANDS 
OF MI LES APART WE FEEL YOUR ANXIETY, YOUR CONCE RN AN O 

YOUR LOVE. 

3. I KNOii ABOOT THE REC EN T CE IHENN I Al CE REMOtl Y AT THE 
STATUE OF LIBERTY AND THE \./ORO S OF PRE SIDrNT S RE AGAN AN D 

Mt HERRAND. BUT YOU Al SO MUST KN Oii THAT L I BERT Y CANNOT 
BE EXPR ESSED ONL Y BY A STATUE. 1/E MUS T HAVE DEEDS . ANO 

NOii IS THE T lllE FOR DEED S. SUCH OEMONS TRAT IONS KE EP 
ALIVE THE FACT THAT 1/E ARE BE I NG KEPT HOSTAGE AND THAT 
SOMETHI NG MU ST BE DOH[ TO FREE US . AFTER SUCH CEREMONIE S 
MOST PEOPLE GO HOME TO BE 111TH THE I R FAMILIE S, ENJOY 

THEIR FRE EDOMS IIHILE OUR FAMI L IE S GO HOME TO PI CTURES AND 
MEMORIES OF US . 

4. !IE REMAIN FAR AIIAY FROM HOME , HOSTAGES IN A FOREIGN 
LANO, HOP ING TO BE FREE, DI SCOU RA GED ANO EXISTI NG IN A 
VERY UNPLE ASANT CONDITION OF MA XIMUM SECURITY 

IMPR I SON MENT. 

,. TODAY \.IE HAV E THE GOOD NEIIS TH AT FA THER MAR TIN JENCO 

I/AS RE LEASED FROM CAPTIVITY AFTER 550 DAYS OF 
IMPR I SONMEN T. MY CAPTORS HAVE TOL D ME TH AT FAT HER JENCO 

LIKE THE GOOD REVEREND BE NJ AMI N 1/EIR I/AS RELE AS ED AS A 
: I GN OF GOOD FAITH, BUT TH AT THE AMERI CAN GO VE RNMENT DID 
NOT RECIPROCA TE \./HE N BEtt IIEI R \./AS REL EASED AND I PRAY 
THEY \./ Ill DO SO NOii . 

b. MY CAP TORS TOLD ME TH AT TH I S I S THE VE RY LAST SIGN OF 
THEIR GOOOI/ IL L ANO THAT OUR RE LEASE lll l l BE BY DE ATH IF 
THE GOVERN ME NT DOE SN ' T tt EGOT IATE RIGHT NOii . FATHER JEHCO 
I/AS HELO FOR 550 DAYS. TERR Y ANDERS ON OF THE AS SOCIATED 

PRE SS HAS BEEN HELD FOR 496 DA YS. TOM SOUTHE RL AND, THE 
DE AN OF AGRIC ULTURE AT THE AMERICAN UN I VER SI TY OF BE IRUT, 

HAS BEEN HELD 412 DAYS AN O I HAVE BEEN HELO 424 DAYS. 

7. \IE HAV E BE EN TO LD THAT \.IE \./ IL L BE REL EASED ONLY \/HEN 
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMEN T ACCE PTS OUR CAPTOR S' DEMANDS. 

PRE SS UR E BY OTHER GOVERNMENT S ON ~ UR CAPTIVES OR THE USE 

OF FOR CE JUST lllll NOT \/OR K. 

8. TO DATE , THE AM ERIC AN GOVERttMEtl T HAS REFUSED TO 

IIEGOTI ATE . THEY HAVE REFU SED TO NEGOTIATE IN ANY IIAY. 
IF \JILLI AN BUCKLE Y \/ERE AL I VE TODAY, HU.U~ E BEEN 
H O IH C PILVJT Y T\10 AN D ONE.:lifil YEARS. DURING THIS 
TIME , HOT ONE NEGOTI ATION BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

1!.!JFOR.T UN!HE LY 1/ILL I AM BUCKLE Y \(J\S EXECU TED AN£ OUR 
SY MP ATHIE S TO HI S II IFE AN O HI S FOUR CHILDREN. 

9. \IILL IAM BU CK LE Y WOULD BE AL IVE TODA Y I F NEGOTIAT IONS 
HAO BEEN CONDUCTED. SE VER AL GOLDE N OPPORTUNI TI ES HAVE 
BEE N MISSED BY THE AMER I CAN GOVER1'/MENT BEC AU SE THE Y HAVE 
FA ILED TO NEGOTI ATE. THERE ARE DAYS I/HEN I BE LIEVE THAT 
THE GOVERtlMENT RE ALL Y DOE SN' T CARE ABOU T l1E , AN D THAT \IE 

HAVE BEEN TOTALLY ABAN DONED. I T SEEMS THAT MY GOVERNMENT 

OR AT LEAST MY PRE SIDENT, MI GH T BE A PRI SONER OF AN 
ABSUR D SUBSERVIENCE TD A POLIT I CAL POSI TI ON OF " \IE \/ ILL 

tt OT NEGOT I ATE 11 1TH TERR OR I ST S. " JUST REMEMBER THAT ONE 
PERSON ' S TERR ORIST MAY ACTUALLY BE SOME BODY EL SE'S 

FREED OM FI GHTE R. ONE MU ST ACKNOll~E DGE IN THE LONG TIMES 
PA ST Ill THI S HOSTAG E CR IS I S THAT \.IE ARE NO CLOSER TO 

REL EASE THAN ON THE DAY I N WHIC H \.IE \./ERE KIDNAPPED . 

10. SO MUCH SA ID FOR THE EFF ECTIVEN ESS OF QUIET 
DI PLOMACY. MAY BE IT I S TRUE THAT OUR GOVE RNMENT HAS BEEN 
LESS TH AN CAN DID AN O PE RHAPS HAS EVEN LIED TO OUR 
FAMILIE S. I PRA Y TO GOD THAT THI S I S NOT SO. MAY NY 
FAl11L Y AND THE AME RICAN PUBLIC PL EAS E FORGI VE ME IF I 
GI VE THE IMPR ESS ION THAT I FE EL l l KE I AN ONE OF GE NE RAL 
CU STE RS MEN, OR ONE OF TH E ME N AT TH E ALAMO 1/AI T ING FOR 
HELP TO AR RIVE . YOU KNOii THE EtlO OF THEIR STORIES. PRAY 
THAT OURS \./ ILL BE HAPPI ER ANO YOU KNOii PE RHAPS THERE IS 
SOMETHING THAT YOU I/ ILL BE ABLE TO 00 TO HELP US BE 
RELE AS ED . I AM VERY TIRED AND I AM FRU STRA TED ANO TO 
TELL YOU THE TRUTH l ' M VER Y AN GR Y. \/H Y 1/0N' T THE 
GOVE RNMENT NEGOTI ATE FOR OUR RELE ASE? TH~:; HAVE 

IIMf"I ft('('IC l rn 
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NEGOTIATE FOR OTHER AMERICANS, \/HY NOT US? IT TOOK THEM 
FOUR HUNDRED ANO FORTY DAYS TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF THE 
IRAN I AN EMBASSY HOSTAGES. IT TOOK ABOUT THREE \/EEKS TO 
FREE THE Tl/A PASSENGER HOSTAGES ..• NEGOTIATIONS IN 
BOTH CASES. OUR GOVERNMENT EVEN NEGOTIATES TO FREE 
C 111 ZENS OF RUSS I A AUD SOUTH AFR I CA BUT \/HY NOT US? OUR 

ONLY CRIME IS THAT \IE ARE AMER ICANS, LOYAL AMERICANS. 

PERHAPS THERE IS A POLITICAL PRICE THAT 1/E'RE PAY I NG FOR 
THAT. 

11. THE RUSS I ANS GOT THEIR MAN OUT I H ONE MONTH Al THOUGH 

THEY DID LOSE ONE OF THEIR MEN . \IE HAVE ALREADY LOST OUR 
MAN, \/ILL 1AM BUCKLEY, MAY HE REST IN PEACE. AUD 1/E'VE 
BEEU HERE A YEAR AN D A HALF. MY CAPTORS CLAIM TH AT THE 
AMER I CAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN STALL ING FOR TIME AND THEY 

MAINTAIN THAT APPROACH \/I LL NOT \/ORK ANY LONGER, AND THEY 
ARE PREPARED TO ACT AS THEY DID IN THE CAS E OF 1/ILLIAM 
BUCKLE Y, \/HAT ARE THE CONDITI ONS OF OUR RELEASE? I 

DON ' T KNOii. BUT FATHER MARTIN HAS BEEN GIVEN THE 

INSTRUCTIONS. END TRANSC RIPT . 

12. BEIRUT MINIM IZED CONS I DERED , ARMACOST 
BT 
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E . 0. 12356: 
TAGS : 
SUBJECT: 

N/ A 
PTER, 
PRESS 

I 
I 

CASC,! SY , 
GUI DANCE : 

LE 
REACTION TO JACOBSEN TAPE 

1. FOLLOWING IS PRES S GUIDANCE ON US G REACTION T O 
JACOBSEN TAPE eEING SENT SEPTEL). IT IS FOR USE ON 
IF-ASKED BASIS . 

2 . BEGIN GUIDANCE. WE HAVE BEEN MAKING -- AND CONTINUE 
TO MAKE -- ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS TO OBT AIN THE RELEASE OF 
OUR CITIZENS . BY THEIR VERY NATURE, THESE EFFORTS MUST 
BE CONFIDENTI AL. 

WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN RE ADY TO T AL K AB OUT THE SAFETY AND 
RELEASE OF THE HOST AGES. BUT WE WIL L NOT COMPRO MISE WITH 
TERRORISTS . 

(If PRESSED) WE WANT TO STUDY THE TAP E , SO AT THE MOMEN T 
WE HAVE NO SPECIFIC RE ACTION TO IT . WE HAVE NOT BEEN 
AB LE TO T AL K IN DETAIL WITH F ATHER JENC O YET , SO WE HAVE 
NO REACTION TO ANY REPORTED "TERMS" FOR NEGOTIATING . 

(NOTE TO SRI EFER : DON ' T GET INTO QUESTION OF WHETHER 

.. T A L K ING .. A BOUT S A FE T Y A ND RELE A SE " IS T A NT A MOUNT T O 

"NEGOTI ATING. "l END GUIDANC E . 

3 . BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED . ARMAC OST 
BT 
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S £ C R £ T DAMAS CUS 045 39 

TERREP EXCLUS I VE 

E. D. 12356: DECL: OADR 

TAGS: PTER, SY, LE 
SUBJECT: RELEASE OF FATHER JENCO: 11 

I . SECRET - ENTIRE TE XT. 

2. AFTER SHARA ' TOLD ME OF JE NCO ' S COM ING RELEASE 

(SEPTELl, \IE WAITED HALF AN HOUR BEFORE JENCO 
ARR I VED AT ABOUT 3: 30 P. M. LOC AL. HE \/AS BROUGHT 
INTO SHAR A' S OFFICE I/HERE, AFTER EMBRACING US BOTH, HE 

SAT DO\IN FOR A SHORT CON VERSATION. SHARA' EXPRE SSED 

THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT ' S CON GRATULAT IONS. JENCO 
THANKED SHARA ' FOR SYRIAN ASSI STANCE. HE SAID HE 
HAO BEEN HELD IN A ROOM 111TH THE OTHER TH REE HOSTAGES 
DUR ING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS . BEFORE TH AT HE \/AS 
MOVED FROM PL ACE TO PLACE A TOTAL OF SEVEN TI ME S. 
HE DESCRIBED HI S CAPTORS AS FANATICS AN D DETERM INED 

MEN. 

3. JENCO SA ID THE ONLY ME SSAGE HE HAD BE EN GIVEN 

BY HIS CAPTORS I/AS A VIDEO TAPE. HE DID NOT KN OW 
\/HAT WAS IN I T, BUT HAD BEE N TOLD NOT TO DE LIVER I T 
TO THE SYRI AN GOVE RNMENT OR THE U. S. GOVERN MENT, 
BUT ONL Y TO THE AS SOC I AHO PRE SS. HE HAD BEEN 
WAR NED THAT IT MUST BE TURNED OVER TODAY OR THERE 
l/0ULD BE RETR IBUTION AGAINST THE HOSTAGES . 

4. JENCO UNDERSTOOD, AND SHAR A' AGREED, THAT HE 
SHOULD MAKE NO COMMENTS TO THE PRES S RE GARDING HIS 
DETENTION OR DETAIL_S OF HI S RELEASE. AT THAT POINT, 
THE DOORS I/E RE OPEllED TO ABOUT TH IR TY- FI VE PRESS 
REPRESENT All VES AND PHOTOGR APHERS IIHO TOOK PI CTURE S 
AND TRIED TO El IC IT JENCO' S COMMENTS. SHARA' MADE 
A BRIEF STATEIIENT EXPRESSING THE SYRIAN GO VERN MENT ' S 
HAPPINESS THAT KE HAD BEEN RELEASED . JENCO THAtlK ED 

THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AND All THO SE WHO HAD HELPED 
BRING HI S FREEDOM. KE TOLD THE JOURNALI STS HE IIAS 

\/ELL AS WERE THE OTHER HOSTA GES fflE DID ttOT SAY HOW 
MANYI. HE PRA YED TH AT THE Y WOULD SOON 8£ RELE ASED. 

5. I EMPHASIZED TD SHARA ' THAT WE MU ST BE GIVEN 
THE VIDEO TAPE WHICH WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE SYRIAN 
INTE LL IGENCE PEOPLE \/HO HAD PROVIDED JENCO WITH 

SHOIIER , CLOTHING AN D FOOD . WE ARE FOLLOWING UP 

ON TH IS. 

5. THE SYRIAN S HAVE THU S FAR HANDLED THE TURNOVER 

IN A BUSI NESSLIKE IIAY WITHOUT EXCE SS I VE ME DIA 
EXPLOITATION. THE Y HAVE TOLD ME TH AT HOii 11£ HA NDLE 

JENCO FROM HERE ON OUT I S UP TO US . 

6. \IE ARE KE EPIN G THE PRE SS ONL Y SEM I-HAPP Y 111 TH 

INFORMATION THAT JENCO HAS BEEN VI SITED BY l HE PAPAL 
tWIJCI O ANO MR S. SAY . WE HAVE TOLD TH EM HE \/ I ll BE 
LE AVING TOMORRO\I MORNING . \IE ANTICIPATE ANOTHE R 
PHOTO OPPOR TUNITY AT THE AIRPLANE, BU T HAVE RES I STED 
REQUE ST S FOR A PRE SS CONFE RENCE BY JE NCO OR EMBASSY 

PERS ONNEL . 

7. BE IRUT MINIMI ZE CONSIDE RED. EAGLETON 

UNQUOTE AR MACOST 

BT 
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TERREP EXCLUSIVE 

LO. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS: PTER, LE, SY 
SUBJECT: RELE ASE OF FATHER JENCO I 

1. SECRET - ENT I RE TEXT. 

2. HAVING HEARD PRE SS REPORTS THAT FATHER JENCO 
WOULD SOON BE RELEASED , 1/E ESTABLI SHED CONTACT 

WITH THE SYRIAN FOREIGN HINISTRY MORNI NP OF JULY 26 . 
THEY \/ERE NOT ABLE OFFICIALLY TO CONFIRM TII AT JENCO 

WAS IN SYRIAN HANDS . HOWE VER, AT 2: 30 P.M. LOCAL I 
I/AS CALLED IN TO MEET 111TH FOREI GN MINI STER SHARA ' . 
SHARA ' S-1\Hl THAT JENCO I/AS IN DAMASCU S ANO WOULD SOON 

BE IN HIS OFFICE I/HERE HE 1/0ULD TURN HIM OVER TO ME . 
SHARA' SAID HE \/ANTED THE USG TO KNOii THA T JENCO HAD 
BEEN RELE ASED BY THE CAPTORS NEAR THE LEB ANE SE TO\IN 

OF QAR AAOUN IN THE SOUTHERN B IQA' VALLEY , HE HAD 
BEEN DELI VERED THERE IN THE TRUNK OF A CAR BY PERS ON S 
MANA GI NG TO CONCE AL TH EIR IDENTI TY. SH ARA' THOUG HT 
THAT THE CAPTORS HAD HANDLED IT TH I S 1/AY TO CONCEAL 
THE PLACE WHERE JENCO HAD BEEN HELD . (HE LATE R TOLD 
SHARA ' HE HAO BEEN HELO SOMEWHERE IN BEIRUT FOR THE 
LA ST SEVERAL MONTH S, ) 

3. SHARA ' ADDED TH AT HE WANTED THE USG TO KNOW 
THAT THE SYRIANS HAD STEPPED UP PRE SSURE 11 1TH "P HYS ICAL 
HEAS URES" AND HE IMPLIED THAT TH IS CAMPAIGN NAO 
CONTRIBUTED TO JENCO' S RELEASE. HE SAID ASAD 
HAD I SSUED ORDERS SEVE RAL I/EEKS AGO AFT ER BE I NG 
IMPRE SSED BY THE LETTER SI GNED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED 
CONGRESSMEN DEL I VE RED TO HIM BY CONG RE SSMAN DORNAN . 
SHARA ' CONCLUDED BY PLEDGI NG THAT THE SY RI AN GOVERNl1ENT 

VOULD CONTI NUE TO APPLY PRESSURE S; THEY HAVE 
MADE NO COMMI TMENT S TO THE KIDNAPPERS ANO \IOU LD MAKE 
HONE. THEIR AIN, HE SAID, WAS TO BRI NG ABOUT THE 
RELEASE OF THE REMAI NING HOSTAGE S. 

\ 

4. COMME NT/ RECOMMENDATION: AT THIS PO I NT \IE HAVE NO 
\IAY OF KNOWING HOW IMPORTANT THE SY RIAN CONTRIBUTION 
\/AS TOI/ARD JENC O' S RELEASE. IT I S POSSIBLE THAT 

THE I R MOVE INTO I/EST BEIRUT AND I/E LL- AD VERTI SED 
PL AN TO ENTER THE SOUTHERN SUBURB S WAS A FACTOR . 
WHA TEVE R THEIR CONTR I BUT ION , THEY HAVE THU S FAR 
BEEN VE RY PROMPT AND COOPER AT I VE IN TAK ING CARE OF 
JENCO AND TURNING HIM OVER TO US. FOR TACT I CAL 
RE AS ONS, IF NOTH ING EL SE, \IE SHOULD GIVE AMPLE 
CREDIT TO THE SYRI AN GOVERNMENT ANO PRE SIDENT ASAD 
AS A ME ANS OF ENCOURAGIN G THEM TO STEP UP TH E 

PRESS URE ON HIZBALLAH . I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
COII SI STENT AND AP PROPRIATE FOR PRE SIDENT REAGAN TO 

PHONE ASAD WITHI N THE NEXT DAY OR T\10 TO EXPRES S 
AP PRECI ATION FOR JENCO ' S RE LEASE AN D TH ANK HI M FOR 

HI S CON TI NUING EFFORT S ON BEHALF OF THE REMAINI NG 
HOSTAGE S. ENO COMMENT . 

5. BEI RUT MI NIM IZE CONSID ERE D. EAGLETON 
UN1lUO TE ARMACOST 

BT 

/ DECLASSIFIED 
NLRR m O B-131 *~5"7~:._ 
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