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Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.8.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
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SUBJECT:= TERRORIS™ TASK FORCE WORKING GROUP®S VISIT
- TO BOGOTA

REF:. BOGOTA 12269
1« SEECREY - ENTIRE TEXT

2e SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION:

THE VICE PRESIDENT®S TASK FORCE WORKINE GROUP LED BY
AMBASSADOR PECK VISITED BOGOTA OCTOBER 5 TO 8 AND
RECEIVED BRIEFINGS FROM THE EMBASSY, 60C OFFICIALS
AND U5« BUSINESSMEN ON PERCEPTIONS OF THE TERRORIST
THREAT IN COLOMBIA AND ON MEASURES TO COMBAT THE THREAT,
DURING AN EMBASSY BRIEFING, OCTOBER &6, MISSION STAFF
DESCRIBED THE TERRORIST SITUATION IN COLOMEBIA, ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO INSURGENT AND NARCOTIC TRAFFICKING;
VARIOUS G0C AND US6E COUNTER TERRORIST EFFORTS; AND
DEFENSIVE MEASURES EMPLOYED TO PROTECT THE EMBASSY
AND U,.S, PERSONNEL. THE WORKING GROUP ALSO INSPECTED
SECURITY FEATURES AT THE CHANCERY AND RESIDENCE., 60C
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INTELLIGENCE, POLICE AND DEFENSE OFFICIALS, INCLUDING
MINISTER OF DEFENSE VEGAy ON OCTOEBER 7 REVIEWED FOR

THE WORKING GROUP THE GUERRILLA THREAT AND USE OF
TERRORISM IN COLOMBIA AND, IN RESPONSE TO WORKING

GROUP QUESTIONS, OUTLINED THEIR VIEWS OF THE TERRORISTS”
OBJECTIVES AND NOTED HOW THE 60C 1S ORGANIZED TO
COUNTER THE TERRORIST THREAT. AT DINNER HOSTED BY

THE CHARGE, THE WORKING GROUP FMET SIX SENIOR REPRESEN-
TATIVES OF UsSe RUSINESS IN COLOMBIA WHO SHARED THEIR
PERCEPTIONS OF THE TERRORIST THREAT; DESCRIBED VARYING
ANTI-TERRORIST MEASURES THEY AND THEIR FIRMS EMPLOY;
AND PRAISED THE U,.S, MISSIONS COOPERATION WITH THE
BUSINESS COMMUNITY. CN THE MORNING OF OCTOHBER &, AT

A SITE SOUTHWEST OF BOGOTA, THE WORKING GROUP WITNESSED
PREPARATIONS FOR A JOINT HOSTAGE BARRICADE EXERCISE
(REF B)e THE WORKIKG GROUP DEPARTED FOR PANAMA LATE
AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 8. END SUMMARY

3« PIPELINE SECURITY SITUATION AND PROBLEMS:

THE WORKING GROUP, OCTOBER 74 MET WITH JOHN STABLER,
SHELL OIL COMPANY®S SECURITY CHIEF IN COLOMEIA.

MR, STAELER BRIEFED THE GROUP ON THE SERIOUS SECURITY
PROBLEMS FOR THE COLOMBIAN PIPELIKE PROJECT,

BRe STABLER NOTED THAT 5 FIRMS ARE INVOLVED IN CON-
STRUCTING THE 477 MILE LONG PIPELINE ACROGSS NORTHERN
COLOMBIA WHERE GUERRILLAS - ESPECIALLY THE ELP AND
ELN - OPERATE. THESE FIRMS HAVE ENCOUNTERED THREATS
OF EXTORTIONs, KIDNAPPING, AND AMBUSH. MAJOR PROBLEMS
ENCOURTERED INCLUDE ACQUIRING RELEVANT INTELLIGENCE;
COORDINATING MILITARY SECURITY; AND MOBILIZING
ADEQUATE MILITARY RESCURCES Y0 PROVIDE SECURITY.

¥Re STABLER ALSO DESCRIBED EFFORTS GN THE PART OF

THE CCNTRACTORS 70 INITIATE CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS
WHICH WOULD MAXE THE PIPELINE MORE ACCEPTABLE TO
LOCAL INHABITANTS. SUCH PROGRAMS ARE UNDERTAKEN WITH
THE AGREEMENT OF THE COLOMBIAN ARMED FORCES, WHICH
THEMSELVES PO NOT HAVE THE RESOURCES TO FURD SUCH
PROGRAMSs MRe STABLER UNDERSCORED THAT THE CONSTRUCTION
FIRMS ARE NOW, IN EFFECT, BUYING TIME TO COMPLETE THE
PIPELIKE, BUT THE PIPELINE WILL REMAIN VULNERABLE 70O
TERRORISYT ATTACKs SHELL, STABLER ADDED, WILL NOT

PAY "PROTECTIOR®™ TO TERRORISTS.

Le ADMINISTRATIVE SECURITY DEPARTMENT BRIEFING:
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COL. MIGUEL MAZA, CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATI
SECURITY (DAS) AND THE INTELLIGENCE GROUP IN THE

JUSTICE MINISTRY, BRIEFED THE WORKING GROUP ON

TERRORIST TACTICS, TERRORISM, HE DECLARED 1S A COMBAT
TECHNIQUE USED BY GUERRILLA GROUPS TO WEAKEN THE
NATIONAL ECONOMY', TERRORISM HAS INCREASED SINCE

THE 1984 PEACE AGREEMENTS. TERRORISTS SEEK TO

INTIMIDATE INVESTORS AND BUSINESSMEN; AT THE SAME

TIME THEY RAISE FUNDS FOR THEIR OWN OPERATIONS. THEY
ALSCG DRAW REVENUE FROM NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS IN RETURN

FOR PROTECTIONs THE PLO AND LIBYA, MAZA ASSERTED,
8T
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SUBJECT: TERRORISM YASK FORCE WORKING GROUP”S VISIT
ARE INVOLVED IN ASSISTING COLOMBIAN TERRORISTS; FOR
INSTANCE, CERTAIN EXPLOSIVE DEVICES SEEN HERE ARE
IDENTICAL TO THOSE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE FARC
GUERRILLAS ARE NOW BUILDING A POLITICAL ARM, THE
PATRIOTIC UNIGN CUP), WHICH IS ACTIVELY SUPPORTED BY
THE COLOMBIAN COMMUNIST PARTY., THE FARC, COLONEL

MAZA DECLARED, WILL CONTINUE AS AN ARMED GROUP EVEN WHILE
PARTICIPATING IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS. COLONEL MAZA
NOTED THAT HE HAD JUST COME FROM A NATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL MEETING WHICH HAD STUDIED THE RISKS INVOLVED
IN THE POPULAR ELECTION OF MAYORS. GUERRILLAS IN
CERTAIN AREAS, HE SAID, COULD IMPOSE THEIR WILL BY FORCE
OF ARMS AND BY FORCING THE ELECTION OF THEIR OWN
CANDIDATES COULD CONSCLIDATE THEIR CONTROL IN THOSE
AREAS. COLONEL MAZA ALSO BRIEFLY DESCRIBED FOUR EAJOR
GUERRILLA GROUPS - FARC, M-19, EPL AND ELN - IN
COLOMEIA. THE 6OC HOPES TO REINTEGRATE THE GUERRILLAS
INTO THE POLITICAL PROCESS, AS WAS DONE IN VENEZUELA.

Se DEFENSE MINISTRY (D~-2) BRIEFING ON INSURGENCY
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TERRORIS® IN COLOMRIA WAS ROOTED IN PGVERTY WHICH
INCREASED EXPORTS, PRODUCTION AND EMPLOYMENT COULD
ERADICATE, ONE EXECUTIVE MENTIONED THAT THt 60C SHOULD
REDIRECT RESOURCES INTO MORE EFFECTIVE CIVIC ACTION
PROGRAMS IN RURAL AREAS, ESPECIALLY WHERE GUERRILLAS
OPERATE. THE BUSINESSMEN DID DISTINGUISH BETWEEN
“COMMERCIALY™ (MONEY-RAISING) AND ™POLITICAL®™ TERRORISH.
THE FORMER WAS BOTH MORE COMMON AKD EASIER FOR
BUSINESSES TO HANDLE; THE LATTER POSED AN ESPECIALLY
ACUTE DANGER., SEVERAL EXECUTIVES OPINED THAT OUTSIODE
BOGOTA THE ARMY WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE EFFECTIVE

THAN THE NATIONAL POLICE, OR IN COUNTERING GUERRILLA
TERRORISM, THE ARMY, IN THEIR VIEW, WAS BECOMING
INCREASINGLY DISSATISFIED WITH THE ®"PEACE PROCESS"™
RECAUSE IT PERMITTED THE GUERRILLAS TO REGAIR THEIR
STRENG&THe THE BUSINESSMEN EXPRESSED APPRECIATION

FOR COOPERATION WITH THE UeSe MISSION, NOTAELY

FOR THE ALACRITY 1IN RELAYING THREAT ALERTS.

G, OBSERVING HOSTAGE EARRICADE EXERCISE:

THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 84 AT A COLOMRIA ARMY BASE

NEAR MELGAR (ABOUT 67 MILES SOUTHWEST OF BOGOTA), THE
WORKING GROUP WITNESSED PREPARATIONS FOR A JOINT (WITH
CINCSOUTH FORCES) COUNTER-TERRORIST EXERCISE, DESIGNKED
TO ENHANCE THE 60C°S CAPABILITY IN HOSTAGE BARRICADE
SITUATIONSe DETAILS KREGARDING THE PREPARATIONS AND THE
INTEGRATED EXERCISE (T0 RE HELD OCTOBER 14-16) ARE
TRANSMITTED BOGOTA 12269 THE TASK FORCE WORKINE GROULP
THEN RETURNED TO BOGOTA ENROUTE TO PANAMA LATE

OCTORER 8.
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