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FM AMEMBASSY ROME

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5082

INFO NATO COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE
‘AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 21@¢@
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE @19¢
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 5@89
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 1657
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 5435
AMEMBASSY TUNIS IMMEDIATE 2211
AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 65549
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 1472
AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 6458

UNCLAS ROME 31877

TERREP

E.O. 12356: N/ A

TAGS: PTER, EAIR, CASC, ASEC, IT, IS

SUBJECT: TERRORIST ATTACK AT ROME INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
REF: ROME 31874 (NOTAL)

1. ACCORDING TO THE LATEST NEWS REPORTS, 13 PERSONS

WERE KILLED DURING THE TERRORIST ATTACK AT FIUMICINO
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, INCLUDING ONE AMERICAN CITIZEN
GIRL. SOME 40@-5@ PERSONS REPORTEDLY WERE WOUNDED. WE
HAVE HEARD OF SEVEN AMERICANS INJURED.

2. AMONG THE KILLED WERE THREE OF THE "MIDDLE EASTERN"
TERRORISTS. A FOURTH WAS WOUNDED AND CAPTURED. THE
FIRST RESULTS OF THE EXAMINATION OF THIS MAN SHOWED

THAT THE THREE BULLETS THAT HIT HIM HAD NOT AFFECTED

ANY VITAL ORGAN; HE REPORTEDLY HAD NOT LOSS CONSCIOQUSNESS.
HE WAS DESCRIBED AS A LITTLE QVER 2@ YEARS OLD.

3. THE FOUR (SOME REPORTS SAID FIVE) TERRORISTS
ATTACKED IN THE CHECK-IN AREA OF TWA AND EL AL,

WHICH IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC BEFORE PERSONS AND BAGGAGE
ARE CHECKED. THE PASSENGERS WERE HEADING FOR EL AL
FLIGHT 386 DUE TO DEPART AT 1125 LOCAL FOR TEL AVIV
AND TWA FLIGHT 840 DUE TO DEPART AT 1845 LOCAL FOR
ATHENS.

4. AN INTERIOR MINISTRY SPOKESMAN IS5 QUOTED AS SAYING
THAT THE TERRORISTS THREW HAND GRENADES AND THEN OPENED
FIRE WITH SUBMACHINE-GUNS. AIRPORT POLICE AND ISRAELI
SECURITY PERSONNEL RETURNED FIRE. THE AIRPORT WAS
CLOSED FOR AN HOUR OR 50, AND IS5 NOW (123@ LOCAL) OPEN,
WITH BOARDING FOR FLIGHTS SCHEDULED TO RECOMMENCE ABOUT
1639 LOCAL.
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5. INTERIOR MINISTER SCALFARO AND TRANSPORT MINISTER
SIGNORILE ARRIVED AT THE AIRPORT ABOUT AN HOUR AFTER

THE ATTACK. SIGNORILE STATED THAT THE METHOD OF THE

ATTACK WAS PARTICULARLY TERRIBLE:

--IT WAS AN AREA WHERE PASSENGERS WERE CONCENTRATED
AND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO APPLY THE
- CONTROLS CARRIED OUT BEFORE EMBARCATION.

~--HE THEN CONFIRMED HIS EARLIER JUDGMENT THAT THE
- AIRPORT WAS SECURE, AND COMPLIMENTED THE POLICE
- AND AIRPORT PERSONNEL, WHO HAD MADE IT POSSIBLE
- TO REOPEN THE AIRPORT TO INCOMING FLIGHTS ONLY AN

- HOUR AFTER THE ATTACK.

6. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED.

RABB
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e generally unsettled atmosphere in Libya has led to the American-based

cidental Petroleua, for long the most privileged foreign oil coapany

rking in Libya (and the ona most likely to make allovances for Gadaffi),
iicating its intention to reduce its interests in the country. Occidental
s had prelininary discussions to sell half its 49 percent equity holdinga
Libya to Austria's OMF, Sweden's Svenska and Finland's Neste ofil companies.
>ya 1s reportedly unhappy about this move. Gadaffi has valued the Ameri-

)} connection because it has given him access to the latest oil technology

1 other high technology.
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Abu Nidal 1s known to retalzate agaznst those Qovurnnunt~

‘who imprison its members and, in this regard, both Italy and ' ?
Austria are likely targets. 1Italy is currently holding three ot 5?
the group'é members arrested for three separate attacks this ) Ei
year. Austria jailed three Abu Niéal members responsible for an 3 i
attack on a Vienna Synagoqué during the summer of 1981, | : :é
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It must be noted, however, that among its approximately 15
N attacka'in'Wbstern EBurope this vyear, the Abu Nidal group has not
-attacked any Ierae11 targets. |
--There have heen 5 bombings of Israeli or Jewish ta(ll‘lu”
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in Webtern Europe this year, three of them against Fl Al
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responsible @g; any of them. While we do not discount®™

Palestinian. respangibllity, far.some. .of.these. attacks.,. it is.moce..

likély that local anti-Semitic groups were responsible for most
of them,

A man claimibg to represent the Abu Nidal group called a
Madrid radio station today to claim responsibility for the
attacks, but we do not believe the claim was genuine.

-=In recent years the group has used various cover names

when claiming for incidents and has generally included a

justification for the attack. This caller did neithe:,njw~44444ﬁaj
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PAGE @2 OF @2 ROME 1912 DTG: 271631Z DEC 85

4. ) PRIME MINISTER CRAXI MADE A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS
MAKING THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPAL POINTS:

-- THE EURQOPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING ITALY,
-- WHICH ARE MOST EXPOSED TO TERRORISM MUST INTEN-
-- SIFY THEIR EFFORTS TO WORK TOGETHER TO PREVENT
- IT.

-= THE COOPERATION OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES
- IS INDISPENSIBLE TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST TER~
-— RORISM.

-= THE STATES WHICH PROTECTED THE TERRORISTS
-— AND ALLOWED THEM TO ARM AND ORGANIZE THEMSELVES
- BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS ATTACK.

- THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE EXPRESS
- THEIR MOST SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO THE VICTIMS

-= OF THIS BARBAROUS CRIME AND EXPRESS THEIR

-- SOLIDARITY WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE COUNTRIES
-= FROM WHICH THE VICTIMS CAME, IN PARTICULAR THE
~-= GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, AGAINST WHICH THE ATTACK
-= WAS DIRECTED.

5. w) INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF ENTIRE CRAXI
STATEMENT FOLLOWS:

BEGIN TEXT:

- "UNFORTUNATELY, ONE MUST FEAR THAT WE ARE CON-

- FRONTING THE REVIVAL ON A LARGE SCALE OF INTERNATIONAL
-= TERRORISM, A TERRORISM WHICH IS BLOODY AND SUICIDAL

-= AND WHICH THIS MORNING HAS PERPETRATED A TRUE MASSACRE
-= OF INNOCENTS. WHAT HAPPENED CALLS FORTH DISGUST AND
-= UNQUALIFIED CONDEMNATION. IT ARQUSES US AND THE

-= EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MOST STRUCK BY AND EXPOSED TO THE
- RISK OF NEW ATTACKS TO INTENSIFY OUR EFFORTS TO WORK
-= TOGETHER IN A COMMON STRUGGLE FOR DEFENSE AND PREVEN-

PSN: @12122
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INFO NATO COLLECTIVE PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 21@2
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 62831
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 1474
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 5692
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 1659
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 6460
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 6555
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 5437

B Dbl panFendemege—T"SECTION @2 OF @2 ROME 318912

TERREP

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER, EAIR, CASC, ASEC, IT
SUBJECT: ROME INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

-- TION.

-- "IN THIS STRUGGLE, THE COOPERATION OF STATES OF

-= THE MEDITERRANEAN WHICH, LIKE US, ARE DETERMINED TO

-- RESIST THE OFFENSIVE OF THE TERRORIST GROUPS, IS INDIS-
-- PENSIBLE.

-- "THE DYNAMIC OF THE TERRORIST ATTACK AT FIUMICINO
-- WAS CONFUSING AND THE REACTION OF THE SECURITY FORCES
-- WHO MAY HAVE ANNIHILATED THE TERRORISTS, WAS UNABLE TO
-- PREVENT THE MASSACRE.

-= "THE TERRORISTS, WHO ACCORDING TO A FIRST IMPRES-
- - SION WERE PALESTINIAN/ARAB EXTREMISTS, DID NOT ACT

- - ALONE AND WERE NOT MERELY INSANE. ONE MUST TRACE RES-
-- PONSIBILITY ((FOR THE INCIDENT) BACK TO THE STATES WHICH
- GAVE THEM PROTECTION AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO ARM AND

- ORGANIZE THEMSEL VES. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT EXPRESSES
~ - ITS SINCERE CONDOLENCES, WHICH ARE THOSE OF THE ITALIAN
~-- NATION, TO THE VICTIMS OF THIS BARBARIC ACT AND SENDS
~-- A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE AND SOLIDARITY TO THE GOVERN-
- MENTS OF THE COUNTRIES TO WHICH THE VICTIMS BELONGED

- - IN PARTICULAR TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AGAINST WHICH
~-- THE ATTACK WAS DIRECTED. " END TEXT.

6. (C] COMMENT: CRAXI'S EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY TO ISRAEL
IS A NICE TOUCH AFTER HIS EARLIER HARSH CRITICISM OF THE
ATTACK ON THE PLO HEADQUARTERS IN TUNIS. HIS WARNING THAT
COUNTRIES WHICH HARBOR TERRORISTS BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THEIR DEEDS IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY. WE DO NOT RECALL HIM MAKING
A SIMILAR STATEMENT AFTER OTHER MIDDLE EASTERN TERRORIST
INCIDENTS INVOLVING ITALY IN RECENT MONTHS.

RABB
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UNCLAS SECTION 81 OF @2 ROME 31840

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PTER, CASC, ASEC, EAIR, IT, US
SUBJECT: TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ROME AIRFORT

REF: (A) ROME 31874, B8) ROME 31877

1. FOLLOWING IS THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY AS
OF 1615 ROME TIME CONCERNING WELFARE/WHEREABOQOUTS OF AMCITS
INVOLVED IN THE TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ROME' S LEONARDO DA
VINCI AIRPORT TODAY, DECEMBER 27, 198S5.

2. DECEASED AMCIT: NATASHA SIMPSON, DPOB 4,/28/74 ROME.

3. REPORTED DECEASED: NATIONALITY UNCONFIRMED AT THIS
TIME: SIMON COHEN, JOHN BUONOCARE DOB 2/16/65, AND
FREDERICK MADISON GAGE.

4. AMCITS TREATED AND RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL:
- A. JONATHAN SCOTT POLLACK, DPOB 4,/29/64 NEW YORK.

- B. MEULLER FAMILY OF THREE CONSISTING OF GRANDFATHER
WILLIAM MEULLER AND GRANDCHILDREN MICHAEL AND MADEL INE.
THEY ARE EN ROUTE TO DETROIT.

S. AMCITS UNDER TREATMENT AT LOCAL HOSPITALS:

- A. VICTOR L. SIMPSON DPOB 5/11/42 NEW YORK, FATHER
OF NATASHA ABOVE PARA 2. NOT SERIOUSLY INJURED; HAD
SURGERY ON HIS HAND. RESIDENT OF ROME.

- B. MICHAEL L. SIMPSON DPOB 1@0/14/76 ROME. SLIGHTLY
INJURED. SON OF VICTOR ABOVE. WITH FATHER AT SANT’
EUGENIO HOSPITAL.

- C. CHARLES SHINN, DOB 7/5/16 AT SANT' EUGENIO
HOSPITAL. PROGNOSIS GUARDED. MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS.
SUFFERS FROM DIABETES

- D. JEANNE SHINN, WIFE OF CHARLES ABOVE. AT S5AN
AGOSTINO HOSPITAL WITH ABRASIONS AND POSSIBLE BROKEN
ARM.

- E. DON MALAND DPOB 11/3@0/55 NEW YORK. AT SAN

GIOVANNI HOSPITAL WITH BROKEN ARM AND FRACTURED SKULL.
CONDITION SATISFACTORY.

- F. MARK MALAND AGE 37. BORN NEW YORK AT SANT

UNCLASSIFIED
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EUGENIO HOSPITAL. BROKEN LEG. GOOD CONDITION.

- G. RUTH ELIZABETH LINDEN (AKA ELIZABETH BROOT?!
76 YEARS OLD. UNDERWENT SURGERY, CONDITION UNKNOWN.
AT FORLANINI HOSPITAL.

- H. MIRIAM PEELLE KIMMELL. DPOB 4/3@/@6, INDIANA.
FRACTURE OF TIBIA FROM GUNSHOT WOUND. IN TRACTION BUT
CONDITION GOOQD. AT SAN CAMILLO HOSPITAL. DEPARTMENT
PLEASE NOTIFY MRS. ARTHUR SMALL AT BERKSHIRE PLACE,
CARMEL, INDIANA

- I. MICHAEL SWEIS AGE 57, BORN JORDAN. FROM OAK-
LAWN, ILLINOIS. TRAVELING WITH FAMILY GROUP OF 5 OR 6.
AT SANT’ EUGENIO HOSPITAL. CONDITION FAIR - WOUNDS AND

FRACTURE (8) IN LEGS.

- J. JEANETTE SWEIS. DAUGHTER OF MICHAEL ABOVE. AT
CENTRO TRAUMATOLOGICO WITH LEG INJURIES/FRACTURES. ELEVEN
YEARS OLD.

- K. SHARY RUOFF, AGE 18 OR 189. SHRAPNEL IN LEG.
AT S. CAMILLO HOSPITAL. CONDITION GOOD. HAS BEEN IN
CONTACT wWITH MOTHER ANDREA RUOFF.

- L. KALBER WEINDORF. DPOB UNKNOWN. AT GEMELLI HOS-
PITAL. CONDITION NOT SERIOUS.

- M. KATHERINE STEWARD GOFF, DPOB 9/25/87 CALIFORNIA
HOSPITAL SAN PIETRO.
- N. ANTONIA DANIELA SIMPSON, DPOB 186/21/66 GERMANY.

NOT INJURED IN INCIDENT BUT SUFFERING SHOCK OVER DAUGHTER' S
DEATH, INJURY OF HER HUSBAND AND SON.

6. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF OTHER
INJURED PERSONS, POSSIBLY AMCITS - GIDEON NOVACK AND
DORA SILVESTRI.

7. FOLLOWING ARE THE HOSPITALS WHERE AMCITS ARE LOCATED:

OSPEDALE C. FORLANINI, V. PORTUENSE, 332, TEL. 5584641.
OSPEDALE S. CAMILLO, CIRCONVALL GIANICOLENSE, 87, TEL.

- 5870.

OSPEDALE S. EUGENIO, EUR, P. LE DELL’ UMANESIMO, TEL.
- 59259@3.

DIPARTIMENTO DI EMERGENZA S. AGOSTINO, OSTIA, IGMARE

BT
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UNCLAS SECTION @2 OF @2 ROME 31948

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PTER, CASC, ASEC, EAIR, IT, US
SUBJECT: TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ROME AIRPORT

- TOSCANELLI, 232, TEL. 5615541.
C. T.0. VIA SAN NEMESIO, 21, TEL. 517931.

OSPEDALE POLICLINICO A. GEMELLI, LG. GEMELLI, 8, TEL.
- 33@51.

OSPEDALE SAN PIETRO, VIA CASSIA, 6¢@, TEL. 365S04.
RABB
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