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SUBJECT: TERRORIST ATT ACK AT RO ME I NTER NATIONAL AIRPORT 

REF: ROME 31874 ~OTAL j 

1. ACCORDING TO THE L ATEST NE WS REPORTS, 13 PERSO NS 
WERE KILLED DURI NG THE TERRORIST ATTAC K AT FIU MICI NO 
I NTERN ATIONAL AIRPORT , I NCLUDING ONE AMERICAN CITIZE N 
GIRL . SOME 40-50 PERSO NS REPORTEDLY WERE WOUNDED. WE 
HAVE HE ARD OF SEVEN AMERICANS INJURED. 

2 . AMONG TH E KILLED WE RE T HREE OF THE "MI DDLE E ASTER N" 
TERR ORI STS . A F OURTH WA S WOUN DED AN D CAP T UR ED. T HE 
FIRST RESUL T S OF THE E XA MI NA TIO N OF TH I S MAN SHOWED 
TH AT T HE THREE BULLETS TH AT HI T HI M HAD NOT AFFECTED 
ANY VITAL ORG AN; HE RE P OR T EDLY HAD NOT LOSS CO NSCIOUS NESS. 
HE WA S DESCRIBED AS A L ITTLE OVER 20 YE ARS OLD. 

3. THE FOUR (SOME REPORTS SAID FIVEi TERRORISTS 
ATTAC KED IN THE CHECK-I N AREA OF T WA AND EL AL , 
WHICH IS OPEN TO THE P UBLIC BEFORE PERSO NS AND BAGG AGE 
ARE CHECKED . THE P ASSE NGERS WERE HEADI NG FOR EL AL 
FLIGHT 386 DUE TO DEP ART AT 1125 LOCAL FOR TEL AVIV , 
AND TWA FLIGHT 840 DUE TO DEPART AT 1045 LOCAL FOR 
ATHENS . 

4 . AN I NTER I OR MINISTRY S POKESMAN IS QUOTED AS S AYING 
THAT TH E TE RR ORI STS THREW HAND GREN ADE S AND TH E N OPE NED 
FIRE WITH SUB MACHI NE- GUN S. AI RPORT POL I CE AN D ISR AELI 
SECURITY PERSO NN EL RETURNED FIRE. THE AI RPORT WA S 
CLOSED FOR AN HOUR OR SO, AN D IS NOW (12 30 L OC ALl OPE N, 
WITH BOARDI NG FOR FLIG HT S SC HED UL E D TO RE CO MME NCE ABOUT 
163 0 LOC AL . 
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5. INTERIOR MINISTER SCALFARO AND TRANSPORT MINISTER 
SIGNORILE ARRIVED AT THE AIRPORT ABOUT AN HOUR AFTER 
THE ATTACK . SIGNORILE STATED THAT THE METHOD OF THE 
AT TACK WA S PARTICULARLY TERRIBLE : 

--IT WAS AN AREA WHERE PASSENGERS WERE CONCENTRATED 
AND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO APPLY THE 
- CONTROLS CARRIED OUT BEFORE EMB AR CATION . 

--HE THEN CONFIRMED HIS EARLIER JUDGMENT THAT THE 
- AIRPORT WAS SECURE, AND COMPLIMENTED THE POLICE 
- AND AIRPORT PERSONNEL , WHO HAD MADE IT POSSIBLE 
- TO REOPEN THE AIRPORT TO INCOMING FLIGHTS ONLY AN 
- HOUR AFTER THE ATTACK. 

6. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 
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l l>OHESTIC, POllEICN POLICY ltADICALIZED 

London J.11.1CA CQNPIBlillfltd. in Engli•h No S, 29 Feb 84 pp 3-4 

[Taxt] There h&• again bean a •e•-•av in do .. •tic Libyan politic&. Th& 
radical& are back, A• va revealed aarli•r (•••AC Vol 2S Ko 1), plana for 
the con1truction of a 2,000ka pipeline to carry water froa aquifer• under 
th• Sahara in aouthern Libya to it• Mediterranean coa•t lad to a soderation 
of Col MoaJmAa.r Gadaffi'a rhetoric, at hosnc and abroad. Pragc..itism vaa ia 
the air and technocrat• valued more highly than theoreticiana. 

However it ••em.a that phase i• over. Cadaffi had more difficulty than he 
iiaaginad obtaining financial and dipl.,...tic •upport from Saudi Arabia and 
the Culf for hie "man-made river" project. A• a result only $160m in sdvenca 
payment had been ID&da to t.he main contractor•, Dong Ah of South l(orea by 
early January, aa ve expected. Nov the Libyans are talking •om.what uncon­
vincingly of syndicating the remaining $87.5m advance pay~ent and perfor111Anca 
bonds amongst "a conaortiWI of Arab and South Korean bank•." 

More importantly, there ha• been a revival of the influence of the apparently 
extra-legal 'revolutionary conaitt•••' involved in the killings of prominent 
Libyan ax~lea four year• ago. 

Ona •ign of thi• ;ha• been a datarioration of Libyan relation• with ita 
neighbour•, particularly in the Arab world. Last veak Jordan brolta diplo­
matic relat1ona with Libya after it• ambaaoy in Tripoli wa1 ••eked by a mob 
which had apparently baen officially au1111110ned to protest aiainst J:.icg Hus•ein'• 
diploniacy with Washington and attitude to the Pale•tin1an•. Jordan ha• n4tVer 
been particularly clo•• to Libya, and relations were not helped by the defec­
tion loot year of the Libynn ambassador to Jordan, Dr Aziz ~r Shomnif, to 
the main Libyan opposition move~ent, the National front for the Salvation of 
Libya (NFSL). However thia official rupture oaly highlight• Cada!fi'a diffi­
culty in fiading coanon ground vith Arab countrieo. 

Cadaffi appear• to be ia trouble in Lebanon. He ha1 lon¥ aupportad radical 
~Palestinian groupa there against the PLO and various Muali= militias against 

the Phalange-doainated political statua quo, However the :ia1n ~rging Mual.la 
group, the Shi&• and thair Amal militia, have a long-standing dispute vith 
Cadaf!i over the disappearance of their opiritual leader, :he lioam Huaa Sadr 
during a viait to Libya in 1979. For lllDntha Cadaff1 haa refused to coc::ent 
on this iaaue, 

34 
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,_.., lo u ,.,..,...., w<bou< 4u1., ili .U<h o'41U<J ""'"" or ili ® 
General People'• Congraa• (CPC) on lS February Cadaffi broke hia accuatooied 
ailanca, denying any role in tha laa•'• death but at the aaae tiae accuain& 
him of being an agent of tha Shan of Iran. "Thia statement •i&ht axplod• the 
dtu.otion and create uproar in Lebanon," the Libyan nava agency JANA quoted 
Cadaffi aa •aying. "But I am insistent on uying it •o that Libya ie no 
lon£er accused of Sadr'• disappearance. Thousand• of 'Sadr•' have died in 
Lebanon and tha Arab world. Why ahould we cry only for Muaa Sad~, the agent 
of the Shah?" Thia rendering of event• will hardly have improveJICadaffi'• . 
hand in the Middle Eaat. 

Clo••r to home, tha recently improved relation• with hia llabhreb neighbour& 
have b•en under11ined by Cadnffi'a aupport for JanU.1ry 1a anti-govern-ant 
riots io Tunisia and hia reluctance to back Algerian initiative& in Western 
~hara and Chad. It wa• at th• lateat meeting of the CPC that th• full 
extent of Cadaffi'a frustration and the chana•• in political direction 
becama apparent. 

On the do=••tic front Cadaffi lashed out at aome of the decision• of the 
Basic Congreaaea (gatherings of Libyans in their place• of work) which 
happened to differ from hia own. He particularly-Ai•liked their rejection 
of his proposals for the military trainin& of women, for a (budgat-•aving) 
increase in the proportion of primary education conducted in the home and 
for changes in family law. 

Cadaffi, aa leader of the revolution, was able to delllOnatrata hia diapleaaure 
by reshuffling the CPC, hia cabinet. The moderate prim• minister Jeddalah 
Talhi and foreign minister Abdel Ati al Obeid! have been sacked. In their 
1tead Mohammed Zarouq Raj3b, formerly secretary-general of the CPC (a body 
which ate.c.a from th• Basic Congresses) ha• been appointed secretary of the 
CPC (prime •iniater), while Ali Trdki h3a bun recalled from hh post aa t...J ~7/4-
Libya' a permanent representative to the UN to take over the foreign liai•on 
bureau (ie for~isn minister). 

Amongst a number of changey_ in hia~'cabinec ' Cadaffi baa introduced a nev ~5X'3 
mini1ter for security, ColLY•unia Bi aSi 1. Quite what thi• post '!" 
requires baa not been spelled out, ut l yan exiles fear it •ignala a 
stepping-up of action• ai;dn7t theoselvel/- p rticularly aa Younie' I assist- ,,.. i-
ant• have been Jde.o.ti!~~Ah""'d ~dafadam 'cadaffi'• couain and inter- .., 

_ _ _ 4...,.lnacional f1"'!'~;\l>~~l;~\'_ ~sn•tt;D . 110 1caJed internal eecurity in 1980-81, 
.,,,, · <{" sa,ld §"h!2J. \Iha wu ai:.rested _:_ st ;::ear in France for t~!L-activit1eL i irl! litCf ifiit:_!~_. and\,~lusa "ul>:J ~Ormer 'fi"e3QoT- tni1:1Dyan People'a Bureau 
~ fil-i:onaon:--lHe vas asked to leave by the Britiah governmen~ in 1979). 

... k'-~~'T. /.l. Thue changes have already led to the expect~~lrn i e- n eople'a Bureaux 
'-J ~ lst.aff

1 
abroad. In Londo~ bureau ch1ef(Adam • Ir )and his culturAl nttache, 

... •, Ah<!~ 1la::iid bin }~uspa)'11ave been recalled to Tripoli, while the direction 
~ of the bureau baa been placed in the hands ofJ1 four-man colMlit~e with ..,_.. 

..,., 1" t '."ell-known revol!IJ-ion:iry committee p~~ 0(.Abd -~dJr Ba5hJodU lAli Bugadah) 
.-' \..:".art•Ll MartlLl)an<(_Salih al ~} This type of appointment serves tvo 
'--'~-. purposes: to &tep up the ideology and to intimidate potential opponent&. 
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@) • s•narall7 1111aat~ed at-.oaphara in Lib7a baa led to the Aaericao-baaad 
cid1U1tal Petroleum, for lone the -.oat privilased foraisn oil co•pao7 
rking in Libya (and the one moat likely to .. ka allovaocaa for Cad&ff1), 
j icatin& ita intention to reduce ita intereata in the country. Occidental 
• had preli.aainary diacusaiona to aell half ita 49 percent equity holdings 
Libya to Austria's OMF, Sweden'• Svenska and Finland'• Neste oil co•paoiea . 

>ya is reportedly unhappy about this lllOVe , Cadaffi baa valued the Ameri-
1 connection because it baa given him access to the latest oil technology 
I other hi&h technolosy. 

J : 4500/53 
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The oirmed attacks against t .he El A.J. counters at thP. Vienna 

.-~~- &nd Rome airports closely resemble previous Abu Nidal attacks, 

but ~ can11ot diecount the possibility thrit a PLO qroup may h<we 

been .resnonsible. J 

The Attacks 

The V!ennl.il attack was conducted . by three Arab-look. in'J 111.1nmnn 

who hurled grenades and sprayed automatic weapons firo in tho 

&re& in front of the El Al counter. One of the gunmt.~n wa~-> 

subsequently killed by local authorities; the remain.ing two Wt:!: <: 

wounded and are in custody. The Rome attack was conducted hy 

five gunmen--three were killed and two were wounded an<! .:irr_. in 

custody. As . of 1600 hours, casualty counts are as follows: In 

Rome, 117 wounded, among them 25 US citizens, and 17 dead, Rmor1q 

them 3 US citi~ens. In Vienna, there were no American casualti~~ 

among the three dead and 40 wounded. 

Abu Nidal RasPonsibility 

The modus operandi of the coordinated attacks matches ti'wl: 

of previous aittacks by Aou riidal operatives in Wes tern Europe in 

recent years. So far this year, Abu Nidal has conducted six · 

grenade stt~c~s in Western Europe: 
(" 

--16 September - C~fe de Parisg Rome 

--3 September - Glyfada Hotel, At.hens 

--1 July - Offices of British Air and Alia, Madrid 
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offices in At~ens, Nicosia, and Ro~e. 

Abu Nldal is known to l':'etaliate aqainst those 9ovor1\mont~ 

who imprison its members and, in this regard,· both Italy ~pd 

Austria are likely targets. Italy is currently holdin<J three o .t 

the group's members arrested for three separate attacks this · 

year. Austria jailed three Abu Nidal members re~ponsib.l~1 h>r an 

attack on a Vienna synagogue during the summer of. 1981. j 

It must be noted, ho\olever, that among its approxima.te.ly l'> 

attacks ·in· Western Europe this year, the Abu Nidal group hur: nol" 

· attacked an!( Israeli targets. 

--There have been 5 bombings of Israeli or Jewish facll i tit.rn 

in We~tern Europe this year, three of them against F..l Al 

off ices. We have no evidence indicating Abu Nidal was 
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While we do not discount '.· · ' · 

Pal est l n i an .. r.eap0n~.ib.iltty .. · fa.z:: .... some. ... o.t ... the:.s~.-- a .t..t.ack.,s-~"·· LL:.is., .. mo.r..e ,,.. 

likely that local anti-Semitic gro.ups were responsible for most 

of them. 

A Man cl21imin9 to represent the J\bu lHoal group c<Jl.>.011 a 

Madrid. radio station today to ciaim responsibility for. the 

attacks, but we do not believe the claim was qenuine. 

--In recent years the group h~s ui:;ed V•lrious cover name!i 

when r..laiming for incidents and has qenerally incluclecl il 
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D(PART"(NT Of STATE 
OPERATIONS CENTEK 

Kont/vitNNA INCIDENT 
~ITUATION KEPO~T NO. l 

AS Of llOO EST DECEMBER 21. l,65 

Occ~rlng ~lthin •inutes of ••ch other. t1rrorist 
•tt•cke'd~ the Ro•• •nd Vi•nna International Airports 
•bout ,,lQ An loc•l ti•• Dece•b•r 27· 9oth •tt•cks 
s••••d -o target Israeli n•tional airline. EL Al 
ticket c~unters. In both c•ses the terrorists used 
h•nd gren•d•s •nd auto•atic we•pons. 

In Vienna one (possibly two> Austrian citizen wa 
kill•d· A total of l• persons vere sariously 
injure~ . Austri•n authorities report that there ver 
no know · A•eric•n c•sualties· There were report•dly 
three roristst one was killed and two were 
s•riou..., wound•d· Both are being hald by 
•uthoritles• 

Ea sy Ro•• reports • tot•l ll persons of 
severe etlonaliti•s were killed• including the 
eleven, y••r old A•erican citizen daughter of AP 
correspond•nt Vic Si•pson. Also a•ong the d••d are 
"••ic•n diplo•at and •n Isr•eli security officer • 
There ••v possibly be two •dditional u.s. citizen 
c•usalti••· A tot•l of 11 persons were injured in 
Ito••• of who• l~ were A•ericans. Three of th• five 
known terrorists were killed: tvo wounded terrorist 
were apprehended· A sixth terrorist ••Y have 
esc•ped, but this h•s not yet been conf ir•ed· 

l~•li•n polic• reportedly believe the terrorists 
were •••bers of th• Abu Nidal organization. but so 
far nave no supporting evidence• 

~~9.mt4 
Task force tirector 

~ 
DECL:olt1t 

Officer 

l\ 
. ·+1· .. 

~. t 

·i t \ 

' !• 

... :. 

ii ' 
!: 



WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT898 

ATHENS 4360 

DISTRIBUTION: VP NORT PUBS SIT / 005 

OP I MMED 
STU6499 
DE RUEHTH # 4360 3611157 
0 271157Z DEC 85 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5988 

INFO NATO COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 6052 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 5945 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 5434 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI IMMEDIATE 8451 

e 0- fq IS- I -0 E ~I T I "A =t:-
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TAGS: PTER 

DTG:271157Z DEC 85 PSN:011793 
TOR: 361 /1 207Z 

SUBJECT: TERRORIST ATTACKS AT ROME AND VIENNA 
AIRPORTS DECEMBER 27 

1. SECRETARY GENERAL TSIMAS OF MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND 
PUBLIC ORDER JUST CALLED DCM TO PASS ON LATEST INFORMATION 
HE HAS RECEIVED TELEPHONICALLY FROM ROME ON THE 
TERRORIST ATTACK THERE. ACCORDING TO TSIMAS, 
FIVE TERRORISTS RUSHED THE EL AL COUNTER AT THE 
CHECK-IN POINT. IN THE FIRE FIGHT THAT FOLLOWED, 
WITH BOTH ITALIAN POLICE AND ISRAELI SECURITY 
GUARDS RETURNING TERRORIST FIRE, 16 WERE KILLED AND 
40 WOUNDED. THREE OF THE TERRORISTS 
WERE KILLED, ONE WAS WOUNDED AND ONE AP PARE NTL Y 
ESCAPED. rrsIMAS COULD NOT TELL FROM THE INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE TO HIM WHETHER THE FIGURES FOR THE TERRORISTS 
WERE INCLUDED IN , OR AD DITIONAL TO, THE FIGURES OF 
16 DEAD AND 40 WOUNDED . ) 

2. DCM TOLD TSIMAS THAT EMBASSY HAS HEARD THAT 
AUSTRIAN POLICE KILLED ONE AND WOUNDED TWO OF THE 
TERRORISTS SEEKING TO ESCAPE FOLLOWING THEIR 
ATTACK ON THE EL AL COUNTER AT VIENNA' S AIRPORT. 

3. TSIMAS SAID THAT SECURITY FORCES AT ATHENS 
AIRPORT HAVE BEEN BOLSTERED WITH ADDITIONAL MANPO WER 
AND WEAPONS, AND THAT SPECIAL ATTENTION WOULD BE 
GIVEN TO EL AL AND U. S . AIRLINE COUNTERS . KEELEY 
BT 
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T AGS : PTER , EAIR , CASC , ASEC , IT 
SUBJECT: ROME INTERN ATION AL AIRPORT 

REF: 

TERROR I ST I NCI DENT: SI TREP 4 

(A) ROME 31874 
(B) ROME 31876 
(C) ROME 31877 

(NOTALJ 
(NOT AL) 

1. (C) FEW NEW DET AILS HAVE EMERGED ON THIS MORNING'S 
TERRORIST ATTAC K AT RO ME I NTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, SINCE PRE­
VIOUS REPORTS ON THE SITUATION (R EFTELS) WERE SENT. THREE 
TERRORISTS ARE KN OWN TO HAV E BEEN KILLED IN THE INCIDENT. 
TWO OTH ERS WERE WOUNDED (ONE SERIOUSLY) AND CAPTURE D. SOME 
ACC OUNTS INDIC ATE A SI XT H TERRORIST MIGHT HAV E ESC APED , BUT 
THE Y CANN OT BE CO NFI RME D. POLICE FOUND ON THE SCENE FOUR 
KA L ASHNI KOV AUTOM ATIC RIFLES (T WO APP ARENTLY NEW) AN D 19 
UNE XPLODED SOVIET F-1 HAND GREN ADES , WHICH HAD BEEN CARR IED 
BY THE TERRORISTS. THREE OTHER HAN D GRENADES AR E BELIEVED 
TO HAVE BEEN SET OFF DURING THE ATTAC K. 

2. ~) RSO REPORTS THAT THE POLICE BELIEVE THE TERRORISTS 
WERE MEMBERS OF THE ABU NIDAL ORG AN IZATION BUT HAVE NO EVI­
DENCE TO SUPPORT THIS. THE ONLY LEADS THEY HAVE SO FAR ARE 
HOTEL ADDRESSES FOUND ON THE BODIES OF TWO OF THE DE AD 
TERRORISTS. RSO BELIEVES THAT HE WILL NOT GET ADDITION AL 
INFORMATION FROM THE POLICE UNTIL AT LE AST 1900 HOURS LOC AL 
TI ME. 

3. W) REPORTS SPE AK OF APPR OXI MAT EL Y 77 PERSONS INJURED 
I N THE I NCIDENT , OF WHOM 20 ARE IN SERIOUS CONDITIO N. I N 
ADDITION TO THE THREE TERRORISTS , THE DEAD INCLUDE A ME XIC AN 
DIPLOMA T AN D AN ISRAELI SECURITY GUARD. POLICE REPORT AT 
LEAST T WO AMERICANS DIED IN ADDITION TO THE AMERICAN CITI­
ZEN CHILD REPORTED KIL LED IN PARA 5 , REF B. AMBASSADOR RABB 
VISITED TWO HOSPITALS IN WH ICH WOUN DED AMERICANS ARE BEING 
TREATED. 

PSN: 0 121 22 

t£J av ___ _ 
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4. (U) PRIME MINISTER CRAXI MADE A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS 
MAKING THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPAL POINTS: 

THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES , INCLUDING ITALY, 
WHICH ARE MOST EXPOSED TO TERRORISM MUST INTEN­
SIFY THEIR EFFORTS TO WORK TOGETHER TO PREVENT 
IT . 

THE COOPERATION OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES 
IS INDISPENSIBLE TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST TER­
ROR I SM. 

THE STATES WHICH PROTECTED THE TERRORISTS 
AND ALLO WED THEM TO ARM AND ORGANIZE THEMSELVES 
BE AR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS ATTACK . 

THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE EXPRESS 
THEIR MOST SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO THE VICTIMS 
OF THIS BARBAROUS CRIME AND EXPRESS THEIR 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE COUNTRIES 
FROM WHICH THE VICTIMS CAME, IN PARTICULAR THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, AGAINST WHICH THE ATTACK 
WAS DIRECTED. 

5. ~) INFORMAL EMB ASSY TRANSLATION OF ENTIRE CRAXI 
STATEMENT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

BT 

"UNFORTUNATELY , ONE MUST FEAR THAT WE ARE CON­
FRONTING THE REVIVAL ON A LARGE SCALE OF INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORISM, A TERRORISM WHICH IS BLOODY AND SUICIDAL 
AND WHICH THIS MORNING HAS PERPETRATED A TRUE MASSACRE 
OF INNOCENTS . WHAT HAPPENED CALLS FORTH DISGUST AND 
UNQUALIFIED CONDEMNATION. IT AROUSES US AND THE 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MOST STRUCK BY AND EXPOSED TO THE 
RISK OF NEW ATTACKS TO INTENSIFY OUR EFFORTS TO WORK 
TOGETHER IN A COMMON STRUGGLE FOR DEFENSE AND PREVEN-

--- £ 8 N F-1 il E N"f tltt--' 
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TION. 
"IN THIS STRUGGLE, 

THE MEDITERRANEAN WHI CH, 
RESIST THE OFFENSIVE OF 
PENSIBLE. 

THE COOPERATION OF STATES OF 
LIKE US , ARE DETERMINED TO 

THE TERRORIST GROUPS, IS INDIS-

"THE DYNAMIC OF THE TERRORIST ATTACK AT FIUMICINO 
WAS CONFUSING AND THE REACTION OF THE SECURITY FORCES 
WHO MAY HAVE ANNIHILATED THE TERRORISTS, WAS UN ABLE TO 
PREVENT THE MASSACRE. 

"THE TERRORISTS , WH O ACC ORDING TO A FIRST IMPRES­
SION WERE PALESTINIAN / ARA B EXTREMISTS, DID NOT ACT 
ALONE AND WERE NOT MERELY INSANE. ONE MUST TRACE RES­
PONSIBILITY (FOR THE INCIDENT) BAC K TO THE STATES WH ICH 
GAV E THEM PROTECTION AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO ARM AND 
ORGANIZE THEMSELVES. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT EXPRESSE S 
ITS SINCERE CONDOLENCES , WHICH ARE THOSE OF THE ITALIAN 
NATION, TO THE VICTIMS OF THIS BARBARIC ACT AND SENDS 
A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE AND SOLIDARITY TO THE GOVERN­
MENTS OF THE COUNTRIES TO WHICH THE VICTIMS BELONGED, 
IN PARTICULAR TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AGAINST WH ICH 
THE ATTACK WAS DIRECTED." END TEXT. 

6 . (Cj COMMENT : CRAXI' S EXPRESSION OF SYMPATH Y TO ISRAEL 
IS A NICE TOUCH AFTER HIS EARLIER HARSH CRITICIS M OF THE 
ATTACK ON THE PLO HEADQUARTERS IN TUNIS. HIS WARNING THAT 
COUNTRIES WH ICH HARBOR TERRORISTS BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THEIR DEEDS IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY. WE DO NOT REC ALL HI M MAK ING 
A SIMILAR ST AT EMENT AFTER OTHER MIDDLE EASTERN TERRORIST 
INCIDENTS INVOLVING ITALY IN RECENT MONTHS. 

RABB 
BT 

PSN: 012103 



_ _ li: - UNCLASSIFIED 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 OF 1212 ROME 1940 DTG : 271736Z DEC 85 PSN: 012951 
SIT001 TOR: 3 6 2 / 02 18Z 

DISTRI~~~~~~~-~;--~~~~--;~~~--~~~--;~~~-~;c----- ":J"~/<::= --------

OP IMMED 
STU7471 
DE RUEHRO ~1940 / 01 3611737 
0 271736Z DEC 85 ZFF4 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5107 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ROME 31940 

E. 0. 12356 : N / A 
TAGS: PTER, CASC, ASEC, EAIR, IT, US 
SUBJECT: TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ROME AIRPORT 

REF: (A) ROME 3 187 4, (Bl ROME 31877 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY AS 
OF 1615 ROME TIME CONCERNING WELFARE / WHEREABOUTS OF A MCITS 
INVOLVED IN THE TERRORIST INCIDENT AT ROME ' S LEONARDO DA 
VINCI AIRPORT TODAY, DECEMBER 27, 1985. 

2. DECEASED AMCIT : NATASHA SIMPSON, DPOB 4 / 28 / 74 ROME. 

3. REPORTED DECEASED: NATIONALITY UNCONFIRMED AT THIS 
TIME : SIMON COHEN , JOHN BUONOCARE DOB 2 / 16 / 65, AND 
FREDERICK MADISON GAGE. 

4. AMCITS TREATED AND RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL: 

A. JONATHAN SCOTT POLLACK , DPOB 4 / 29 / 64 NEW YOR K . 

B . MEULLER FAMILY OF THREE CONSISTING OF GRANDFATHER 
WILLIAM MEULLER AND GRANDCHILDREN MICHAEL AND MADELINE . 
THEY ARE EN ROUTE TO DETROIT. 

5. AMCITS UNDER TREATMENT AT LOCAL HOSPITALS: 

A. VICTOR L . SIMPSON DPOB 5 / 11 / 42 NEW YOR K, FATHER 
OF NAT-A SHA ABOVE PARA 2 . NOT SERIOUSLY INJURED; HAD 
SURGERY ON HIS HAND. RESIDENT OF ROME. 

B . MICHAEL L. SIMPSON DPOB 10 / 14 / 76 ROME. SLIGHTLY 
INJURED. SON OF VICTOR ABOVE. WI TH FATHER AT SANT' 
EUGENIO HOSPITAL . 

C. CHARLES SHINN, DOB 7 / 5 / 16 AT SANT' EUGENIO 
HOSPITAL. PROGNOSIS GUARDED. MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS. 
SUFFERS FROM DIABETES. 

D . JEANNE SHINN, WIFE OF CHARLES ABOVE . AT S AN 
AGOSTINO HOSPITAL WITH ABRASIONS AND POSSIBLE BROK EN 
ARM. 

E. DON MALAND DPOB 11 / 30 / 55 NEW YOR K . AT SAN 
GIOVANNI HOSPITAL WITH BROK EN ARM AND FR A CTURED S K ULL . 
CONDITION SATISFACTORY . 

F. MARK M A LAND AGE 37 . BORN NEW Y OR K AT SANT ' 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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EUGENIO HOSPITAL. BROKEN LEG . GOOD CONDITION. 

G . RUTH ELIZABETH LINDEN ~KA ELIZ A BETH BROOT?I 
76 Y E ARS OLD . UNDERWENT SURGERY , CONDITION UNKNOWN. 
AT FORLANINI HOSPITAL. 

H . MIRIAM PEELLE KIMMELL. DPOB 4 / 30 / 06, INDIANA. 
FRACTURE OF TIBIA FROM GUNSH OT WOUND . IN TRACTION BUT 
CONDITION GOOD. AT SAN CAMILLO HOSPITAL . DEPARTMENT 
PLEASE NOTIFY MRS. ARTHUR SMALL AT BERKSHIRE PL ACE, 
C A RMEL, I N DI ANA . 

I. MICHAEL SWEIS AGE 57 , BORN JORDAN. FROM O AK -
LAWN, ILLINOIS. TRAVELING WITH FAMILY GROUP OF 5 OR 6. 
AT SANT ' EUGENIO HOSPITAL. CONDITION FAIR - WOUN DS AND 
FRACTURE <S I IN LEGS. 

J . JEANETTE S WEIS . DAUGHTER OF MICHAEL ABOV E . AT 
CENTRO TRAUMATOLOGICO WITH LEG INJURIES/ FRACTURES. ELEVEN 
YEARS OLD. 

K. SHARY RUOFF, A GE 18 OR 19. SHRAPNEL IN LEG . 
AT S. CAMILLO HOSPITAL. CONDITION GOOD. HAS BEEN IN 
CONTACT WITH MOTHER ANDREA RUOFF. 

L . KAL BER WE I ND ORF. DPOB UNKNOWN. AT GEMELLI HOS-
PITAL. CONDITION N OT SERIOUS. 

M. KATHERINE STEWARD GOFF, DPOB 9 / 2 5 / 07 C AL I FORNI A . 

HOS PITAL S AN PIETRO. 

N. ANTONIA DANIELA SIMPSON, DPOB 10 / 21 / 66 GERMANY. 
NOT INJURED IN INCIDENT BUT SUFFERING SHOCK OVER DAUGHTER ' S 
DEATH, INJURY OF HER HUSBAND AND SON. 

6 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF OTHER 
INJURED PERSONS , POSSIBLY AMCITS - GIDEON N OV A C K AND 
DORA SILVESTRI. 

7 . FOLLOWIN G ARE THE HOSPITALS WHERE AMCIT S AR E LOCATED: 

OSPEDALE C . 
OSPEDALE S. 

5870. 
OSPEDALE S. 

5925903 . 
DIPARTIMENT O 
BT 

FORLANINI, V. PORTUENSE , 332, TEL . 
C A MILLO, CIRCONVALL GIANICOLENSE, 

55 8 4641. 
87 , TEL. 

EUGENIO, EUR , P. LE DELL ' UMANESIMO, TEL. 

DI EMERGENZA S. AGOSTIN O, OSTIA , IGMA RE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TOSCANELLI, 232, TEL . 
C . T . 0. VIA SAN NEMES IO, 
OSPEDALE POLICLINICO A . 

33051. 

5615541 . 
21, TEL . 
GEMELL I , 

517931 . 
LG. GEMELL I , 8, TEL . 

OSPEDALE SAN PIETRO, VIA CASSIA , 600, TEL . 365904. 
RABB 
BT 
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E . 0 . 12356 : DECL : OADR 
T AGS: UN , US , 
SUBJECT : PROPOSED UNSC PRESIDENTIAL ST ATE MENT CONDEMNING 
TERRORIST ATT ACKS IN VIENNA AN D ROME 

1. C~-ENTIRE TEXT. 

2 . THIS IS AN ACTION MESSAGE. 

3. AS ADDRESSEES ARE AWA RE, TERRORISTS MADE 
COORDINATED ATTACKS FRIDAY , DECEMBER 27 ON EL AL TICKET 
COUNTERS AT THE AIRPORTS IN VIENNA AND ROME, KILLING AT 
LE AST ELEVEN INNOCENT PERSONS . AS PART OF OUR RESPO NSE 
TO THESE ATTACKS , WE ARE SEE KING A UNSC PRESIDE NTIAL 
STATEMENT CONDEMNING THE TERRORIST ACTIONS. WE HOPE 
THE ST ATEMENT WILL BE ISSUED AT THE UNSC MEETING 
ALREADY SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, DECE MBER 30 TO DISCUSS 
THE RECENT LESOTHO R AID . DEPARTMENT IS WOR KING ON A 
DR AFT ST ATEME NT , WHICH WILL NEED TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH 
OTHER SC ME MB ERS . PRELI MINA RY RE ACTIO N OF THOSE 
COU NCIL MEMBERS QUERIED TO MAKING PROPOSED ST AT E ME NT 
WA S FAVORABLE. 

4. POSTS IN UNSC COU NTRIES SHOULD URGENTL Y INFOR M HOST 
GOVERNMENTS OF USG PROPOSAL FOR A UNSC PRESIDENTI AL 

STATEMENT AND ASK THEIR COOPERATION IN ISSUING SUCH A 
STATEMENT AT THE UNSC MEETING DECE MBER 30. 

5 . FOR RIYADH AND AMMAN : PLE ASE I NFORM YOUR HOST 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE USG PROPOS AL . WE HOPE THAT THESE 
MO DER ATE ARA B GO VERN MENT S WILL I NSTRUCT THEIR UN 
MI SSIONS TO BE S UPPORTIVE OF A CO NDEMN ATOR Y ST ATE ME NT 
AGREED UPON BY THE UNSC MEMBERS . 

5 . FOR TEL AVIV: USUN WILL DISCUSS U.S. PROPOS AL WITH 
ISRAELI DELEG ATION; POST SHOULD AL SO RAISE MATTER WITH 
GO I AND REQUEST ITS S UPP ORT. 

7. FYI ALL ADDRESSEES: USUN HAS INFOR MED IT ALIAN AND 
AU STRI AN PER MR EPS ABOUT U.S . PL AN. AUS TRIAN PER MR EP 
E XPRESSED APPROV AL WHI LE ITALI AN PERMREP I NDIC AT ED HE 

-£.4Hl F--1 B E rtH A L 
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