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S/S 8433866
United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

December 11, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. iOBBRI C; MCFARLANE
THE WHITE BOUSE

Subject: Ceremony for Victims of Kuwait Airline Hijacking

Pursuant to earlier conversations with NSC staff, we
have made tentative plans for two ceremonies involving the
American victims of the Kuwaiti airline hijacking.

1'

Return of Bodiss.

The bodies of the two murdered Agency for International
Development employees are scheduled to arrive at
Andrews Air Force Base at 0730, Wednesday, December 12.
The Vice President has agreed to be at Andrews and
make appropriate remarks. Undersecretary Armacost,

AID Administrator McPherson, and AID Inspector General
Herbert Beckington (the two murdered AID employees were
members of the Inspector General's staff) will also be
part of the official delegation. The families of the
victims and other AID officials will also attend.

Presidential Meeting With Survivors and Families of
Deceased. . |

u
" We have also discussed with NSC staff the possibility

of arranging a meeting with the President for the
families of the two deceased AID employees and the two

- American survivors and their families. We believe such

a meeting is important to (a) express our outrage and
concern with this barbaric act of terrorism, (b) make a

~suitable statement of our counter-terrorism programs,

and (c) make an appropriate gesture of support and |

sympathy for the victims of the hijakcing and their
families.



|
I

The two surviving Americans {(Charles Kapar, an AID
employee, and John Costa, a New York businessman) will arrive
in Frankfurt, Germany tonight. Their departure for the United
States will depend on a medical evaluation in Frankfurt. The:
family of one of the deceased AID employees lives in Virginia.
The family of the other deceased AID employee will return from
Karachi, Pakistan (where the AID employees were stationed) on;
Thursday evening, December 13. The families of the two {

surviving Americans reside in the United States (Virginia and’
New York).

The earliest time that a meeting could be scheduled with .
all parties would be Friday, December 14.

Charles Hill
| Executive Serretary
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QAT ot

3. BtGIN TEXT: DEA
SITUATION INVOLVING
TEMRAN HAS NOw ENDE
.PAST SEVERAL DAYS.

PRESIDENT ZIA: THE PAINFUL

HE HIJACKED KUMWAITI AIRLINER T0

- DURING OUR COMMUNICATIONS OVER THE

£ HAD BOTH AGREED ON THE IMPORTANCE

S AND TAKING STEPS TO0 END THIS CURRENT

1 WANT ‘e

FOR YOUR PERSONAL EFFORTS AND THOSE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT 1IN
BRINGING THIS UNFORTUNATE SITUATION TO AN END.

e
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ALTHOUGH THIS PARTICULAR EPISODE IS NOW AT AN END. 1 WOPE

THAT OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS AND OTHERS OF LIKE NIND CAN

CONCERT QUIETLY ON HOW BEST TO GENERATE EFFECTIVE ACTION

ToeEas. UITH THE LONGER-TERN PROBLEM OF IRANIAN-INSPIRED

TERKORISM. AS YOUR EXCELLENCY IS WELL AWARE. THAT THREAT

REMAINS STRONG AND IS DIRECTED AGAINST ALL OF OUR ©eRwts o Raseve
INIGMESTSSERDR PLACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION.

SINCERELY. RONALD REAGAN. W¥

e e e . —

— .
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Special Memorandum

Iranian Media Treatment of Kuwait Airways Hijacking




This report is based exclusively on material carried in
foreign broadcast and press media. It is published by FBIS without
coordination with other U.S. Government components.
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Iranian Media Treatment of Kuwait Airways Hijacking

An examination of Iranian media has yielded no direct evidence
that Tehran conspired with or supported the hijackers of the
Kuwaiti airliner on which two Americans died. The ambivalence of
some aspects of Iran’s public treatment of the episode, however, may
have reflected sympathy for the hijackers or their goals. Attempts to
project an image of responsibility in Tehran’s handling of the affair
often were at odds with a reluctance to condemn the hijackers and
their methods or to denounce the hijackers’ goals.

Iranian media treatment of the hijacking was characterized from the begin-
ning by an effort to project an image of Iranian authorities acting responsibly
and according to prevailing international standards. Soon after the plane
landed in Tehran on 4 December, Tehran radio quoted a Foreign Ministry
spokesman as stating that Iran was “strongly opposed to any form of hijacking
and such inhuman acts are condemned by us.” He added that Iran had
allowed the plane to land only because it was running out of fuel. Statements
over the next several days by the president, prime minister, foreign minister,
and other spokesmen condemned air piracy “on the grounds that it endangers
the lives of innocent people.” No statements supporting the hijackers or their
cause were monitored.

Iranian officials were consistently portrayed as acting with humanitarian
concern to bring about a negotiated end to the crisis. According to an Islamic
Republic News Agency (IRNA) report on 7 December, for example, the
Iranian authorities “managed to convince the hijackers to extend their
deadline after a great deal of persuasion.” It went on: “The attempts of our
country’s authorities to pacify the hijackers and to restrain them from any fur-
ther drastic steps continue.” Freed passengers were often quoted expressing
gratitude for Iran’s actions.

Balancing this concern to be seen as rejecting the hijackers’ methods and
moving responsibly to defuse the situation was an evident reluctance to
condemn the hijackers’ cause and goals. While Iranian media expressed no
support for the hijackers, they also avoided portraying them in a negative or
unfavorable light. Iranian media referred to them consistently-as “the
hijackers” with no identification of their nationality or affiliation, describing
them only as Arabic speakers. No monitored accounts indicated what cause
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the hijackers represented, and after the hijackers’ demands to free the
prisoners in Kuwait were made, Iranian media reports made no mention of
why the prisoners were incarcerated or who they were. An Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman on the 6th condemned the killing of one of the American
diplomats, but monitored Iranian media carried no descriptions of how the
executions were carried out and therefore conveyed no sense of the brutality of
the actions.

As the crisis wore on, the media increasingly adopted a defensive tone in the
face of world criticism of Iran’s performance. The Iranians specifically
expressed irritation with the Kuwaiti Government negotiators, upon whom
they blamed the intransigence of the hijackers and the prolongation of the cri-
sis. For example, according to IRNA on the 10th President Khamene’i
complained that “if it were not for the negligence of Kuwaiti officials the Ira-
nian Government could have ended the hijacking affair three days earlier.”
The Iranians took credit for the release of each group of passengers, citing
their patience in negotiating a peaceful settlement.

Iranian officials scored U.S. statements, beginning with those of the State
Department and President Reagan on 7 December, which criticized Iran for
permitting the affair to drag on. Presidential adviser Mir Salim, for exampile,
said in an IRNA interview on 9 December that “the coverage of the incident
by the imperialist-dominated media” was meant to “cover up the tragedy of
Bhopal, India, the responsibility for which rests directly on the United States.”

In a speech broadcast by Tehran radio on the 11th, Iranian leader Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeyni called allegations of Iranian complicity in the hijacking
“slander.” He criticized Western complaints about Tehran’s handling of the
incident, saying: “If this hijacking had started in Iran and ended up
somewhere else, and then was solved in this way . . . their propaganda wamld
have said how well it was accomplished, how well it was carried out, and so

"

on.

Air France Incident

Iran’s public treatment of the Kuwait Airways incident bears a numbesrr of
similarities to its handling of the hijacking of an Air France plane to Telhran
on 1 August 1984, when the Iranian authorities allowed the airlinez to landi for
“humanitarian reasons.” As in the December crisis, Iranian media portraayed

CONRMDENTIAL




Iranian officials as acting responsibly during the Air France hijacking and
refrained from explicitly denouncing the hijackers.

The August incident came in the wake of a hijacking in June of an Iranian air-
liner to France, where the hijackers requested asylum. IRNA subsequently
reported Foreign Ministry condemnation of the French failure to extradite the
hijackers “in violation of international laws and regulations.” The ministry
spokesman concluded: “Such disregard can create the right to retaliatory
action.”

The August incident ended, according to Tehran radio, when the hijackers
surrendered to the Iranian authorities after releasing the hostages and blowing
up the plane’s cockpit. IRNA thereafter reported a request by the hijackers
for asylum, and on 3 August President Khamene’i condemned France and the
Western powers as “the origin and source of the propagation of terrorism in
the world.” He added that France’s “ignorant and stupid leaders gave asylum
to the ugliest international terrorists.”

France was again criticized in the wake of the Kuwait Airways hijacking. In a
Friday prayer sermon on 14 December reported by Tehran radio, Majlis
Speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani complained about lenient treatment of hijackers
of the Iranian aircraft to France: “If you want the aircraft hijack terrorists
from us . . . then you, too, should hand over to us the fugitive aircraft hijack
terrorists who are currently living in France.”

There were threatening, if ambiguous, overtones in Rafsanjani’s remarks. He
told his audience: “Either there should be air security for all airlines—and we
would join efforts in this—or there will be no security for airlines of those
countries which are the subject of your hatred; there will be absolutely no se-
curity for you!” Rafsanjani added that Iran had “not yet deemed it necessary
to join the fray,” but he suggested a connection between Iran arfd unidentified
terrorist organizations when he said that if necessary, “there are peoples in the
world who would embark on such action,” and Iran would be willing to “enter
the arena.” While he stated Iran’s willingness to engage in “diplomatic talk,”
he served notice in the same breath that “if it becomes a matter of actions,
then you should act correctly, as we too would act.”

CONEIDENTIAL
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Do we have any opinion yet on the Iranian handling of the
jacking? e s

== While we have not yet had a chance to fully debrief the

curvlvoro, many aspects of thc‘GBvitqneut ot;itan‘; ,

handling of this situation raise protound ana dlsturblng

questionse Lo L0 Q. voe ae s.a..:z&mm
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murdered by the hijackers, -ono were tortured and many were
. btutalized for an extended pe:lod of time without any
effective measures bclnq takon by the Govetn-ent of Iran.
Granting selective media access, bxoadc(itlﬁi’itaténentc.
and screams of tortured pa:-eﬁgcrl, permitting
photoqtapherl aboard the litcnltt._cleltly anoutlgod

extrenc behavior by the hijackoto. _!he paalongcts, the
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release of the hostages?
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-= Now that the hijackers are in its custody, the

JHague Convention for Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of
Aircraft, to which Iran is & party, the Gove:énent of Iran
has an obligation to submit the hijackers’ caéo to
ptooeéutoglal authotitie- or to extradite them to another

country for trial.

-- Iran's failure to try or extradite several previous
groups of hijackers is clear ividoncc that it bas not met
its obligations and relnfoteoJ the impression tbat it is

Sak  Erewt
sympathetic to |international toz&otttl—.géla safehaven for

hi jackers.

-= The American attitude and ictions toward the Government

of Iran in the aftermath of this tragedy will be _
conditioned by whether it meets its obligations and by our

assessment of {ts tol; during this tragic incident. We

have been and will continue te watch Iranian actions

I

closely. o ' ) o
i

Have wve ment a “"thanks® to tho Iranians for secuting the

-~ P ——— Sr— - S—

-=- No. (use material for pteccdlag queltiou)

- —— > —

Government of Iran hasxvety clear obuqauotiu. Undot tho;
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IEF APPERLS TO AIRLINE HIJACKERS 70 3PAREC HOSTRGES
ED HATIONS. DEC 7+ REUTER - SECRETARY GEWERAL JAVIER PEREZ
LAR TONIGHT ISSUED 8N URGENT HPF AL 70 THE HIJACKERS OF
[ AIRLINER AT TEHRAN 10 SPARE THE LIUES OF THEIR
EUERAL OF WHOA 4RU£ Rgﬂ ARy BEE? RILLED,
IENT ISRHED T ? SPOKESNAN SAID THE U.M. CHIEF UAS
I RHD DEEPLY GR Ei" THAT THE HIJRCKING OF THE PLANE  ~
"'L I THE DERTH OF PAGSENGERS oH ROARD.
FOR CONPELLING HURRNITARIAN RER .}JS~ ﬁE #0537 URGENTLY
RPPES £ HIJACKERS 70 RECOONIZE THE SANCTITY OF THE LIVES
BF 7H NT PRSGENGERS AND 7O RELERSE THEW SRIFTLY AN
SRFE: FURTHER SUFFERING BLING CRUSED.™® THE STRTERENT
AL,
THE APPERL FOLLOWED REPORTS FROR TEHRAN THAT THE ARAR
AIJACKERS: HH& HAVE ALRERDY KILLED AT LERST FOUR PEOPLEs HAD
KARED OTHERS AS THEIR RERT VICTIAS IF THEIR BEMANDS MERE ROT

RET.
THEY WANT THE RELERSE OF CORRADES 5“‘37335i
BOREING THE U.5, ERBASSY AND OTHER uES !

TRRGETS

l‘l"l
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THE KUHAITI RIRMAYS AIREBUS LABNBELD I
THESDAY AFTER BCIWG SEI1ZED ON R FLIGHT
FEREZ BE CUELLAR YESTERDAY EZPRESSE
TUD UITSNUE IS ST O BOCTIa, T ITDoes
g HIJACKING AT R MEETING UiTH iRHR 3
SRIT OKE PERSON UHO WAS THEREs AND
EYERTTHING POSSIBLE HOULD BE DORE 70
Sracrrip Y
PERCEFULLY.
RCUTER 1847
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RERBHH SENDS MESSAGE TO KUWAITI EWIR ON HIJACKING
KUWARITs DEC 7+ REUTER - PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS SENT A MESSAGE 10
KUMAIT®S ENIRs SHEIKH JABER AL-AHNED AL-SABAHs CONCERNING THE
HIJACKED KUMRITI RIRLINER HELD IN TEHRAN. OFFICIALS SRID TODAY. -
' THEY SAID U.5. RAMBASSADOR ANTHONY QURINTON CONUEYED THE
RESSAGEs THE CONTENT OF WHICH WAS ROT DISCLOSED. TO THE
UNBERSECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN WINISTRYs RASHED AL-RASHED.
THEY SA1D THE CRARINET WAS STILL IN SPECIAL SESSION THIS
AFTERNOON DISCUSSING LATEST DEVELOPHENTS IN THE HIJACKING,

REUTER 0343
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FBIS (46 (SEE 034)
BULLETIK

IRHA: __*ggcxsns ro TRY RMERICANSS IRAN PLERDS RELERSE
10084648 YEHRHN IRNR TN ENGLISH 1608 GHT & ‘DEC 84 |

!

(TEXT) YEHRHH: DEC 8» IKNR =- THE HIJACKERS OF THE kUHBITI

:exunsn.rar mmzmvs MERRHBAD msauamuqumm SIHCE wssoas‘

.'v-' 1 -q

| HORNING: COHTﬂCTED THE CGNTRDL TOKER OF THE'B!RPﬂRT: RT 14.o5 LOCAL :

"' 'l

TIHE (19 05 GH{) THﬂT THEY WOULD *IN A FEN MINUTES TIHE PUT ON TRIAL:

ALL KMERICAKS OR EORRD THE PLANE:® SAID A FOREIGH uxuxsrnv

SPOKESHRN HERE.

[RAXIAN OFFICIALS IRVOLYED IN NEGOTIRTIONS WITH THE HIJARCKERS AT
THE RIRPORTs TRIED TD DISSURDE THE HIJACKERS FOR - THENTY HINUTES.
THRT THEY SHOULD REFRAIN FROM SUCH ACTION AND RELEASE THE REMRINING
-PRSSENGERS STILL ON BORKD THE PLANEs HE RDDED. -

_ RK_IRANIAK OFFICIAL WHO TAEKED 10 0ﬁg_gg_lﬂg_ﬂigﬂgxgzs__ngﬂ,gy
THE TOXER, TOLD HIM THAT INGTEAD OF MAKING THREATS 70 DG SUCH-
THINGS IT KRS BETTER TO ISCUSS HE JSSUE. THE HIJACKER HAS TOLD
T00: THRT IF THEY RELERSED THE PeS seussks,_'eoo?s=eLEsexus HOULD BE
UPOK THEM,®

FURTHER IN THE CONVERSRTION, THE IRANIAN OFFICIAL RSKED. THE

KIJRCXERs WHETHER HE BELEIVED IN GODs INFORNING RIW THAT THIS ACTION

RAS NEITHER RATIORAL KOR DID IT DENOTE COURAGE. HE SRIDy “YOUR
COURAGE RILL BE PROVEN NHEN YOU RELERSE THE PRSSENGERS.®

HOXEYERs THE HIJKCKERS REPEATED THEIR THREAT THAT THEY HOULD
~*PUKISH THE REERICRNS ON BOARD.® AN DFFICIAL SPERKING FROM THE -
CORTFCL TORER UFGED THE HIJACKERS TO REMARIN CRL® &HD RSFRAIN FROM
RHV VIOLENT RFTIGN HRD REDUE°TED THRJ THE? (HIJHC?ERQt GIVE

“ ’_'

S

B TCT IS DU T T
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- RFP: HIJHCKERS %E{g:TEDLV EHOT ANOTHER ﬂHEglEﬂﬂ ~4;‘¢$.1‘ wod Shat-
N0081$52 PARIS RFP EXGLISH 1650 GHT 8 DEC 8¢
. e et e s D /

(EKCERPT) TEHRRH: C 8 (RFP) -- HIJRCKERS SHOT ﬂNOTHER

PRSSERGERs PRDBRBL? AN ﬁHEQlCBN: 0“/;HE STEPS LEHDIQB UP R KUHIRTI

- can mmnc . - —

g l .
RIRLIHER TODAY AFTER SIXTEEN USTHGES HERE FREED: IFRHIRH TELEVISIOH

:_ . i 1 &
= SR, //////\\\\\\ !

THE DERD MAN HHS THOUGHT 10 BE CHHRLES KIPPER,

RFTER THE SHOOTIHG THE HIJHCKERS CRLLED IN R HEDICHL TEBH: SRAYIKG
"AN AMERICAN 1S BLEEDING®. THEY TOOK MEDICAL SUPPLIES RMD CHASED

. THE TERM DOKK THE/ STEPS.

*THE RATIONRLITY DF THE 46 URS NOT KKOKK RS THEY LEFT THE RIRCRAFT
RT 6:45 P.M. 1445 GMT).  THE HIJRCKERS HRD EﬂRf]ER SHID 'IHHOCEQT' .

PRSSENGERS NOULD BE FREED. - T ,\ _ -

X = :

IRANIAN TELEVISION cuapscrso 1TS EARLIER REPOURTS Tuar 49 Hosfasss
RERE RELCERSED TO TALLY uxru THE 16 COUNTED LEAYVING THE\PLRME sv '
JOURKALISTS. : R T | '

e L R

b —— — Y e . e —— - .

FPIS 0¢? {SEE 1.9y %) o a

IRNR REPQORTS HiJRCKERS PELERSE 23 MORE PHSSEHGERS Gl

.l

.
e . s . G b oms cmmie g
. . :
!

L0¢38L643 TERK . IKKR %BLI°H 1646 GHT 8 DEC 84 31, i

© (TEXT) TEHEAS DEC I 1R4A <~ ACCORDING TO A Larzsr REPGRT . . i
CRECEIVED AT 205 LecAL TIKE.(16:45 GKT)s THE HIJACKERS RELERSED 23 §
" MORE PRSSENGERS oF THE WIJACKED KUMAITI RIRLIKER-RTFHE - HEHRABRY -

RIRPCRT HEPE. = SC R

—ie———T
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| FRIS 049 (SEE 047

UELAYATI SAYS IRAN PREPARED T0 LAUKCH RTTACK 0K PLAKE

 LUOB1240 TEHRAN DOKESTIC SERUICE I PERSIRK 1044 GHT 8 DEC 84
(TEXT) FOREIGH AFFAIES MINISTER MR 6ALI AKBAR VELRYATL, IN REPLY

T0 R KESSAGE FROM SHAYKH SABAH AL-RHHAD AL-JABIR AS-SAERH: THE

" KUWAITI FOREIGK RINISTER, ON THART COUNTRYeS RECUEST FOR ENDING THE

HCIDERT OF THE HIJACKED KURAITI RIRLIKER, ANROUNCED IR R TELEGRAR!

- —

[ |

HE TSLARIC REPUBLIC OF IRAR STROWGLY CORDERRS ARY KIKD OF
HIJACKING UWDER ARY KRRE AND EXCUSE, CARRIED OUT FOR RRY REASOR BY
ART GROUFs ARD DECLARES ITS HRTRED RRD DISGUST RGRIKST ANY RCTION
BHICH BRINGS TERROR AND INTIRIDATION TG IHNGCENT PEOPLE RRD
ERBARGERS LIVES.

THE HESSRGE RDDS: FROW THE BEGINKIKG OF RECEIVIHG HEWS OF THE
HIJACKIRG OF THE KUKARITI RIRLIKERs ALL IKANIAN RIRPORTS WERE CLOSED
10 THIS PLANE. - DUE TO PLERDIRG BY THE FILOT OF THE HIJACKED PLARE
10 GFFICIALS OF REARABAD AIRPORT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE RIJACKERS
HAD THRERTERED TO BLOH UF THE FLAKE IN THE SKY IF THEY HERE REFUSED
PERRISSION TO LAND AT TEHRRN RIRPORT RHD ALSC THE FACT THAT THE
[RAK HERE FORCED TO PERRIT THE KUERITI RIKLINER TO LAND IR
ACCORDAKCE HITH HUHAWE AWD FORAL PRIRCIFLES. o




<
B
THE FOREIGH RFFAIES KIKISTRY OF THE ISLREIC REFUBLIC OF IRAN
COKDEMKED THIS RCTIOK IHHEDIRTELY. AFTER THE meu OF THE KUKAI]I
RIRLIKER.

OK THE OTHER KAHDs THE ISLRKIC REPUELIC OF IRRK KRS EEEN FFEPG?EB
10 LAURCH A HILITﬁr% RTTACE ON THE FLRHE ARD RELERSE THE FﬁSCENGEE:; '
EUT THE KUHRITI OFFICIALS HAUE ROT RGREED KITH THIS OPTIG. "
HOMEUERy THIS RERDIKESS STILL RERAIKS, ALSD HIS EXCELLERCY THE -
PEESIFEKT OF THE ISLARIC REFUELIC GF IRRH: IN REPLY TD RESSRGES FROR
SORE FRIEKBLY HERES OF STATEs HHILE DISPRTCHING HIS TOF HREDUISER 1O
THE RIFPORT RKD EHILE SUPERUISIKG THE HORES GF THE COKTARCT EISSIOR
EITH THE HIJRCKERS: OKCE RGRIN DECLRRED VIEES OF THE ISLERIC
FEFUELIC OF IRAR OK COKDERKATIOK OF SUCK LDEEDS RRD HARS STRESSED
CERSELESS EFFORTS FOF EKDIKG THIS HIJARCKIKG INCIDEKT.  FOLLOHIRG
THIS GRBERs RKOTHER GROUF OF THE PARSSERGERS ERS KELERSED. I 6d
CERTAIK THAT KITHOUT THE CERSELESS EFFORTS OF OFFICIRLS OF THE
ISLARIC REPUELIC OF IRRH, THE DEPTH OF THE TRAGEDY HOULD PROERELY
HAUE BECOHE RUCH GRERTER RHD EIDER, IT IS OBUIOUS THRT HE SHALL DO
GUR UTKOST TO PERCEFULLY SETTLE THIS HIJRCKIKG ISSUEs RKD KL HOPE
THAT THRGUSH OUR CERSELESS EFFOR Tﬁ Ef EILL Fth:ht THE OCCURERCE COF
REOTHER BITT*F INCIDERT.

§ DEC 12357 - Foik (6)(3)
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| s 5/24/44
NEA PRESS STATEMENT

< December 6, 1984

The United States Government recsived information today,
December 6, that strongly suggests that two of its diplomats
have been murdered aboard the hijacked aircraft at Tehran
Airport. Citizens of other countries have suffered the same
fate. There is strong evidence that those responsible for the
hijacking have abused their captives in a fashion which amounts
to wanton torture. This evidence is available to the
Government of Iran, indeed much of it has appeared in

international media with Iranian Government approval.

Despite these facts, we know of no effective steps the
Govezpment of Iran has taken to secure the release of the
captives ahoard the aircraft and to stop the seriat m '’
executions. The Government of lIran‘s continued delay in
carrying out its international, humanitarian and religious
bbligations amounts to complicity in this ongoing tragedy.
Previous actions by the Iranian Government have demonsttated_

that it has the capability to act firmly when it so wishes. ©On

this occasion it sadly has chosen otherwise.

The United States Government strongly condemns the failure of
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to live up to
its commitments under the Hague Convention for the Suppression

of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft. This behavior reflects an



- apparent indifference of the Government of Ifnn to its
rospdnsihilitios under 1ntetnat£onll law to ensure the safety
of the aircraft, its crew and pasicngota, Aside from {ts
solemn treaty commitment, the.Government of Iran has a*‘
humaﬁitarian and religious obligation to ensure the safety of
individuals located on its territory. The United States has

- seen no evidence that either obligation has been met.

The United States Government calls upon the Government of Iran,
even at this late date, to fulfill its obligations and take
efteqtive measures to protect those passengers remaining aboard
the h}jacked aircraft. We ask the tntqrnational community to

exert every effort toward achieving this same goal.
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NEA PRESS GUIDANCE

KUWALIT AIRLINE HIJACKING
DECEMBER S, 1984

Q: ¥ There were news reports dutidq the night that the hijacked

Xuwaiti afirliner had left Tehran for an unknoun destination.
Can you confirm this?

A: As of 0900 EST, the hijacked Kuwaiti airliner was still on

the ground in Tehran.

Q: How many passengers have been released?

A: We understand from both diplomatic and press reports that
the hijackers have released &ptoxlmatelxjgpersons, most
of whom are women and children. Two of those released are

American citizens. [Not for Release: The two are

Pakistani-American dual nationals currently staying in the

reportedly permitted an injured airline security guard to
be taken to a hospital. We have seen reports that a
medical team has been given access to those passengers

remaining on the plane, but we cannot confirm these.

Q: How many U.S. citizens are involved?

A: Several U.S. citizens were reportedly on this flight. We
are still seeking confirmation of both numbers and

identities.

former Hilton Hotel in Tehram.] In addition, the hijackefo



Q: Who are they?

A:® Privacy Act constraints prohibit us from identifying any

U.S. citizens who may be involved.

0: News agencies report that one person was killed by the

hijackers. Can you confirm claims by the hijackers that he was
an American?

Oa bel.édua
A: One person was killed during the hijacking. cgooauoo-htc

Pody—wes—stripped—of—wit—tdentificationg It has been

impossible to determine his name or nationality.

Q: Some news reports state that the deceased was an American
diplomat. 1Is this true?

CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE,
A: We have seen this report, but have no inéeemetion

Eroreserrg—thee—tire—io—treqd  [[r0oTE; WE ARE Recwiu, o-'\;'
ABDITIoPdpw “t"Fo&ﬂ"Tooﬂ.‘]

Q: Were there in fact any U.S. Government officials on board
the hijacked plane?

A: 1 have no further information for you at this time.

Croe: WH Resowmems HAL ACkio EDREn THAT 3 6w
CAPLoWECs WRmmme Wept, OnTHE PLaLE )

(Note to briefer: Three AID officials assigned to the Regional
Inspection Office in Karachi are on board the airplane. The
three are: William Stanford, Charles Kaper, and Charles Hegna.
This information is not to be released. A copy of a cable
conparing descriptions of the person killed by the hijackers
and the three AID offTﬁials is attached for your information.)




WANG 00040-23

NEA PRESS GUIDANCE DECEMBER 6, 1984

Q:

KUWAIT AIRLINES HIJACKING

What can you tell us about the status of the hijacking

xuvaiti Airlinet 1n Tehran?

A:

Q:

-- We have seen various press reports, some of which
! |
con;aln conflicting information.

-- A number of passengers released by the hijackers have
been transported on an Iranian aircraft to Karachi. We
believe at least two Aneticanc: a mother and her daughter,
are among those on the plane, Our Consulate in Karachi
reports that the plane landed at 0900 EST, and that U.S.

officials are in touch with the Americans who were released.

How many Americans are on board the plane and have they

been harmed?

A:

-= At least six Americans were on board the plane. Two of
them were released. There is a strong possibility that one
of the remaining four was killed. We are attempting to
intervene Qith the Iranians through our Swiss protecting
powef to secure the release of the remains and to

faci}itate identification.



s e L e e i e e e e . ois S

|
|

-
Q: Can you now confirm that one of those killed was an
American diplomat?

A: -- We s8till cannot confirm the identity of the deceased
person, who may be an American. Por this reason, we are
asking the Swiss to claim thofbody from the Iranians so |

tthat positive identification éan be made. In accordance

with our policy, we will not release a name unless positive

identification is made and the next of kin informed.

Q: What is being done to end this hijacking?

A: -- The Kuw;itia have sent a tQal to Tehran to attempt to
work gor the release of the remaining passengers., Several
other countries have urged the Iranians to do whatever they
can to end thisbq}agic episode as soon as possible without
additional injury to those aboard. Obviously, the United
States is sttonq}y\opposed to the terrorism which is
exemplified by thé hijacking.o! thilrlitCtaft. We fully
support the efforts of the government of Kuwait and other

governments to secure the safe release of those remaining |

on the aircraft,

Q:  How would you characterize the cooperation, attitude, and

actions taken by the Iranian authorities to resolve the
{ncident?

"A: =-- That judgment can best be made when we have full

information on the incident, I'm just not going to

speculate now.
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RO4GU 1314431 C2CUTYCIC
RC-HIJACK-KILLINGS *°"° URGENT
HIJACKERS KILL AT LERST FQ HOSTRGES
TEHRAN: DEC 6s REUTER - AT LEAST FOUR HOSTAGES WERE SHOT

DEAT ABOARD A HIJACKED KUWAITI RIRLINER AT TLHRAR RIRPORY
TODRY, ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROW OFFICIALY AND WITHESSES.

QFFICIALS AT THE AIRPORT SAID AT LEAST THO HOSTAGESs BOTH-
THOUGHT TO BE KUMAITIS, HERE KILLED THIS HORNING.

WITHESSES SAID THO MORE HOSTAGES WERE KILLED SEPARRTELY THIS
AFTERNOON ON THE STRIRS LERDING INTO THE HIJRCKED RIRBUS,

OHE PASSENGER WAS KILLED TUESDAY. AND HE UAR IDENTIFIEDR BY TH
HIJACKERS A5 AN ARERICAN DIPLONAT.

AT LEAST TWD OTHER ANERICANS UERE ABOARD THE PLANEs AND THE

HIJACKERS HAT THREATENED 70 KILL THER To4.
REUTER 0313
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FBIS 019 (SEE 015)
IRAK: HIJACKERS RELERSE KOUNDED FASSEKGER
LEGSG?Sé TEHRAN IRNR IN ENGLISH 0954 GRT 5 DEC 84
(TEXT) TEHRANs DEC. 55 IRNA -- FOLLOWING THE COKTINUOUS EFFORTS

Cr THE ISLRRIC REFUBLIC OF IRAKES OFFICIRLS RT TEHRAKES KEHRABAD
IhTEkFﬂTIurﬁL ﬁIFPOrT TO Cﬂﬁbith THE hIJnCFEFS _OF THE YUénITI

UhBEsIFnbL &kﬂ i k:
GUTSIBE THE PLRKE,

THE PRSSEKGER KRS CAERIED OUT OF THE Flﬁkt K STPETCHEF ARD
[RAEGIATELY TREEK TO THE HEALTH Cﬁrt LEFRE ’
FUT UKBER BEDICARL TRERTHENT,

ht IRJUKED ﬁSStku:F EHS TR RaFEF?tB

EFFORTS RRE HOM LNDERHAY TO SECURE FREEDOK OF R WUKBER OF OTHER
PASSEKGERSs THO OF BHOK ARE PROERELY SUFFERING FROK HERRT PROBLEKS.
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FBIS 090 (SEE 679)
IRKA: HIJACKERS SEFARATE ARERICAKS FROR OTHER FRSSEKGERS

LBG42G43 TEHRAR IRKA IK ENGLISH 2026 GART 4 DEC 84

(iEKl) TEHRAKS EEC L Ian = ThEPE RRE Tkﬁ Iﬁﬁkiﬁhu ﬁnﬁhu Th*

QQLLE&E I k uﬁIT; EHD kna ﬁﬁuru lht Sfﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1:'
FRSSEKGERSs SAID IK AE IKTERUIEE EITH IRKR THAT ifg,hiJﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ_hﬁﬁ_
ﬁfﬁﬁ?ﬂfEB lh* RHEFIChH FﬁaS*FJE Fiﬂh Th: OTH?RS.' SFt Qﬁ’ﬂ THE

RHOTHER RELERSED PRSSEKGER SRID THE IHJURED FERSDHK HAS R ELACK
KHO HAD BEEK SHOT BY OWE OF THE HIJACKERS KHER HE RTTERPTED TO SKOOT
AT THER HITH KIS PISTOL. THE PISTOL THE KRK CARRIED BELOKGED TO THE
KUKRITI SECRET POLICEs THE RELERSED PASSENGER TOLD IRKRs RDDIKG THART
HE KRS PERHAFS R KURAITI SECURITY RGEKT.

ERRLIER REFORTS SAID THAT THE IHJURED KERK HRD EEEH TRERTED BY
f PAKISTRKI PHYSICIRH ARROHG THE PRSSEKGERS, THERE KAS KO
[KFGERATICK O HIS COKDITIOH, HOHEUEE,

THEFE HERE THREE EOREK CREM HCEEERS RHOKG THE KELERSED
PASSEHGERS I¥ THE SECOHMD STRGE, IKCLUDIKG THO EURCPERKSs KHO REFUSED
T0 EE IKTERUIEEED EY IFHAs SAYIKG THRT THEY Laii TZ"L: 7O BHESTIOHS
GF THE REPORTERS ORLY IF THE KUHRITI EBERSSY

§ 16 m:— Fou (b)(2)

5’77




ER3 AKD CREW KENRERS LAHWDED TODAY AT TEHRAN®3

KEHRARAD AIRPORTs A SPOKESHAN FOR THE KUWAITI ENBA33Y SAID.

{s BEC 45 REUTER - A HIJACKED KUYAIT AIRMAYS AIRBUS WITH
AENG

Kl
FD KUMRITI JET LANDS IN TEHRAN

¢
?

N
aE

|

-
-
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f
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THE PLANE LANDED RT 6.00 AW {(LOCAL) AHD THE HIJACKERS HERE

THOUGHT TO BUNRER FIUEs HE SAIDs BUT NO OTHER DETRILS WERE

AUAILARLE,

Ruwgay 11100 eitenitdly
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REUTER 0443
PA-HLJACK 15700
HIJACKED KUMRITD JET LANDS IH TEHRAN

(ED3: RIDS DETAILS AND BACKGROUND AFTER 3RD GRAF)

TEHRAHs DEC 45 REUTER - A HIJACKED KUMAIT RIRUAYS AIRBUS WITH
133 PASSENGERS ARD CREY RENBERS LANDED TODAY AT TEHRAN®S
HEHRARAD RIRPORT. A SPOKESRAN FOR THE KUUAITI ENRASSY 5R10.

THE PLARE LANIED AT 6.00 AR {(LOCAL) AND THE HIJACKERS MERE
THOUGRT TO RURRER FIUEs HE 5RID.

THE KHURIT NEMR RGERCY QUOTED RIRPORT SOURCES RS SRYIRG THE
PLARE HAD BEEH ROUND FOR KARACHI.

THE AIRLINE®S SCHEDULE SHOMED AN RIRRUS BUE 70 LEAVE KUHAIT
FOR KARACHI A5 FLIGHT KU221 AT 10,34 {LOCAL) LAST NIGHT.

RIRLIRE SOURCES SRID THE AIRBUS. HITH ONE KUMRITI AND OHE
BRITIGH PILOTs HAS HIJACKED 14 WINUTES AFTER TRKIRG OFF FROA
BUBAT IN THE UNITED RRAR ERIRATES (UARE)s UHERE 1T RAIE R
SCHEBULED 5707,

THE FLIGHT INFORBATION SERVICE IN DURAI SRID ONLY THART THE
FLIGHT HAR REEN CARCELED AND WOULD NOT SAY KHETHER 17 HARD
LANIED. AN RIRPORT SPOMESRAN SAID HE COULD ROT CORRENT.

REUTER 0134
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PR-HIJACK ZHBLE® *TURGERT
HIJACKERS SEIZE WUMARITI AIRBUSy KILL OHE HOSTRGE IN TEHRAH

(ERG: UPIRTES HITH SHOOTINGs BETRILY)

BY TREVOR &00D

TEHRANy DEC 44 REUTER - A KUUAIT RIRHAYS AIRBUS HITH AT LERST
133 PEOPLE ON BOARD WAS HIJACKED 7O TEHRAN TODAY. AHD BH
IRANIAR SECHRITY GUARD 5A1D THE HIJACKERS KILLED OHE OF THERR
ROSTAGES AFTER IT LANBED A7 BEHRARAD AIRPORT.

THE GUARET TOLD REUTERS A RAH HAS SHOT AND KICKER QUT OF THE
AIRCRAFT AND THE HIJACKERS FIRED RGRIN A% HE LAY ON THE RUHHEAY,
1T ¥AS SORE TIRE BEFORE THE BODY COULD RE RECOUERED BY AN
AEBULANEG : |
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HE RIRCRAFT LAKNIED IN TEHRAN RFTER THE PILOT RADIOED THAT HE
ERS RUHNING LOY OH FUEL, RCCORDING TO AIRLIHE SOURCES ARD LOCAL
HEUR ARERCIES, |

RIRLINES SOURCES SRIT THE AIRCRAFT. FLIGHT KH221 70 KRRACHI

ITH OHE KUHERITI ARD ORE ERITISH PILOT. HAS HIJARCKED AT REOUT

204 GHT. 14 RIRHTES AFTER TREEGFF FROX DURAT IH THE UNITER
HAR ERIRATES: MHERE 1T BADE A SCHEDULED STOP, AIRPORT
GFFICIALS IR TURARI REFUSED TO COBHENT.

B KUHATT ERRBASSY SPOKESRAH IH TEHRANW SRIN HE HAD REEW TOLD RBY
THE FORCIGH BINISTRY THAT THE PLANE LAHDER AT THE IRANIANH
CRPITAL®S RBEHRARAD AIRPORTs RHD HAS RELIEYED 70 HAYE FIVE
AIJACKERS AROARD, HE COULD GIYE HO FURTHER BETRILS.

THE IRAHIAWN KATIONARL HEMS RAGEHRCY IRNA SAID AN IRANIAH FIGHTER
JET HAS BEER SERT UP TO IHTERCEPT IT HHER 17 EHTERED IRIANIAH
RIR SPRLCE,

THE PILOT RADIOED THAT THE HIJACKERS HAD THREATENED 70 BLOM UP

HE PLARE URLESS 17 WRS RLLOWED 7O LAKD IH TEHRAH. HE HARS TOLR
THAT ALL IRARIAN AIRFORTS WERE CLOSER TQ THE PLANEs EUT RARIGED
LATER THAT THE AIRCRAFT HAS KRUKRNIKG LOW OK FUELs IRHA QUOTED 8
FOREIGR AFFAIRS BINISTRY SPOKESHSH A3 SAYING

.



T GAUE NO DETAILS OF UHAT HAPPERED IN THE INTERVERING juu
47 GRIN THE » HAT RLLOWER 7O FLY T EHRAN FOR
i 3 UHDER GUARD OK A SIIE RURKARY AT

AT

THERE ‘“"- :ii IRREDIATE IHFORBATION 0K THE
ROTINES OF THE HIJRCKERS OR THE HATIORALITIES
3

PRSLEHSE??, . ‘

BUT RUHDREDS OF THOUSARDS OF HORKERS FROW PAKISTAHE R 3 ATHER
COUNTRIES IR THE IWDIAN SURCORTIHERT HORK IR THE GULFs ARD
FLIGHTS RETUEER THE THD ARERS ARC USHALLY FHLL,

KURA SRID THERE HERE 150 PRSSERGERS ARD 11 CREY AROARD THE
AIREUSs BUT THE KUHAITI ERERSSY SPOKESHAN IN TEHRAR GRYUE THE
TOTAL HURRER 85 130 PRSSEHGERS ARD CREH.

FURA SAIR KUHERITI PRIBE RIRISTER SHEIHH SRR AL-RBLULLAH
RL-SAEAH HAD SEHT A CRBLE TO IRAWIAN PRIRE RIKISTER RIR HOSSEIN
ROUSAYT HSKIAG FOR HIS URGENT IHTERUEHTION TO SECHRE THE
RELEASE OF TRHE PLANE ARD 175 PASSEHGERS.

1T KRS THE THIRD RIRCRAFT HIJACKED 70 TEHRAN -- ARD THE RINT
I THE GULF REGION -- IR JUST QUER FOUR RORNTHS,
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