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smRET 
Qs and As on Economic Sanctions 

Suggested Questions 

1. Doesn't the transaction ban requiring Americans to leave 
Libya cut across the basic constitutional right of Americans to 
travel and reside where they want to? 

2. With areas of this country still suffering from the effects 
of the recent recession, aren't we hurting ourselves more than 
the Libyans by cutting off exports and reducing U.S. jobs? 

3. Aren't we just •shooting ourselves in the foot• by preventing 
our own U.S. oil companies from doing business in Libya? Won't 
other nations come in and fill the breach? 

4. Aren't we overusing economic sanctions? 
then South Africa, now Libya. Isn't this an 
can the U.S. business community recover from 
not a reliable supplier? 

5. Detailed factual questions: 

First Nicaragua, 
over-reaction? How 
the image that it is 

a. How will these new orders specifically affect Americans 
now in Libya? How. long will they have to make their travel 
arrangements? What is the penalty that they will face if they 
remain in Libya in violation of the order? 

b. What will be the impact on pre-existing contracts for 
trade with Libya? 

c. What is our current trade relationship with Libya? How 
much do we now export? What kinds of goods? 

d. Has the oil ban been effective? How much have we already 
reduced our imports from Libya? 

e. What are the extent of Libyan assets in the u.~.? Are 
they going to be frozen? 

f. How much do U.S. companies have invested in Libya? What 
will happen to their physican and financial assets there? What 
about the financial cost to them and to U.S. banks for defaulting 
on their performance bonds? 

6. What has been the reaction of the U.S. business community to 
these sanctions? Did they receive any forewarning? Do you 
expect court challenges? 
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7. Are these economic sanctions evidence of a •do-nothing• 
policy? Shouldn't we be responding with force instead? 

• 
8. Are we trying to get our citizens out of Libya because we are 
about to engage in military action? 

9. Isn't this new policy likely to create a hostage situation in 
Libya? How do we know that Qadhaf i will let them leave? 

10. Why aren't our NATO allies doing more to cooperate with us? 
Don't they share our perception of the danger posed by Libyan 
support of terrorism? 

11. Why should we contribute to Western European defense if they 
will not cooperate with us on sanctions against terrorism? 

12. What do we expect the political impact of these sanctions to 
be in Libya? Won't they simply rally support around the Qadhafi 
regime? 

13. If the regime in Libya does change and a more moderate leader 
replaces Qadhafi, won't we be harmed by our absence of a 
•presence• there? Won't it be hard for U.S. companies to reenter 
the Libyan market? 

14. How do these economic sanctions fit with reported plans to 
destabilize the Qadhaf i regime? 

15. What reaction do you anticipate in the Arab world? Won't 
there be some sympathy for a fellow Arab absorbing punishment 
from the West as a result of his support for the Palestinian 
cause? 

16. Won't Qadhafi simply retaliate with an acceleration of his 
terrorist activities? Haven't we simply given another twist to 
the cycle of violence in the region -- even though economic 
sanctions are •peaceful• in nature? 

17. Aren't we running risks to our citizens here in the U.S. by 
provoking Qadhafi with economic sanctions? What about his threat 
to bring terrorism to the streets of America? Haven't we made it 
more likely that U.S. airports will suffer attacks like the ones 
in Rome and Vienn~ 

18. Isn't there a touch of chauvinism in our foreign policy? 
Aren't we reacting differently to the deaths at the airports 
compared to the deaths in the Tunis raid and the deaths in the 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon? 

19. Isn't what we call terrorism merely the method forced on 
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groups that lack conventional military power? Aren't the 
Palestinians and Abu Nidal's group using methods that were 
glorified during our own Revolution and by partisan groups in 
occupied territories during World War II? 

3 

20. Aren't we meddling in the internal affairs of another 
sovereign state when we mete out punishment for supporting groups 
we don't like. Don't the radical Palestinians and the Moro 
guerrillas in the Philippines merit support from patrons like 
Qadhaf i just as much as do the groups that we choose to support 
with overt and covert aid? ~ 

21. Where is the "smoking gun•? Aren't you proceeding on only 
flimsy and circumstantial evidence of Libyan complicity in the 
Rome and Vienna incidents? 

22. Aren't these sanctions and other actions the Reagan 
Administration has taken toward Libya evidence that the U.S. has 
a double standard and will not tolerate a developing country, 
like Libya, deviating from the U.S. in its definition of foreign 
policy goals? ··-

23. Isn't the terrorism that comes from Iran and from Syria a 
greater threat to U.S. interests? Why did you single out Libya? 
Because it was an easy target? Why aren't you doing more to 
punish the regimes of Syria and Iran? 

24. Why are you acting now when you let the major terrorist 
incidents of the bombing of the U.S. marine barracks in Lebanon 
and our Embassy there go unpunished? 

25. Exactly which U.S. interests have been threatened by Libya's 
alleged support of international terrorism? Isn't it true that, 
with the exception of the sacking of the U.S. Embassy there in 
1979, every intended Libyan terrorist action against a U.S. 
target has been thwarted in advance? 

26. Libya has targetted U.S. personnel and interests before, 
under previous administrations. Isn't the private, diplomatic 
approach the best one to follow? Doesn't the attention accorded 
Qadhaf i by sanctions and Administration rhetoric merely make him 
more important -- in his own eyes and in the region? 

27. Qadhafi has been reported to be mentally off-balance. 
Aren't you running the risk of provoking even more dangerous 
behavior by publicly punishing him with these sanctions? 

28. With all of the tough statements that came out of your 
Administration -- officially and unofficially -- isn't this final 
response a rather weak-kneed one? Won't perceptions of U.S. 
power be affected adversely? 

S~T 



SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS: 
SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA 

JANUARY 8. 1986 

o Government Reactions 

Australia: Foreign Minister advised that the GOA will 
seriously consider the President's message, including the 
decision to impose an economic boycott of Libya. 

Canada: Although GOC spokesman initially said Canada would 
not join an economic boycott, political level retracted 
statement. Now Canada has •significantly restricted trade with 
Libya for several reasons, including Libya's support of 
extremists ••• (and) will be considering whether further steps by 
Canada are necessary.• We understand that the Prime Minister 
may leaning further toward to our position than is reflected in 
official statement. 

UK: Foreign Minister Howe issued public statement after 
meeting with Ambassador Price saying UK •fully understood and 
sympathized with the American wish to take firm action over 
terrorism ••• and would not take any steps which would undercut 
the American measures.• 

Italy: Badini, Prime Minister Craxi's diplomatic advisor, 
said craxi is reviewing Italy's relationship with Libya. While 
not thinking of sanctions, Craxi wants to analyze Italian 
interests in Libya in terms of trade, petroleum, investments, 
arms, and residents. Badini left impression that once analysis 
completed, Craxi will seek to reduce Italian-Libyan 
relationship. 

Greece: Foreign Minister Papoulias summoned U.S. Ambassador 
to express concern over increasing tensions in Mediterranean 
and called for an EC meeting to discuss our new sanctions. GOG 
indicated that it would not impose sanctions against Libya, 
noting that sanctions will be very difficult to implement. 

USSR: soviet MFA USA Division Chief Bessmertnykh said 
Libya is right to bolster its defenses in light of U.S. threat 
and further U.S. action could have •serious consequences• in 
and beyond the region. 



PRC: The Foreign Ministry strongly condemned the Rome and 
Vienna terrorist attacks, but expressed concern over what it 
perceives as a combined u.s.-Israeli threat of military action 
against Libya. 

GDR: Foreign Office rep told us GDR believes that •threats 
against a state which distances itself from terrorism (i.e. 
apparently crediting Libya in this category) do not contribute 
to a healthy international situation.• 

Switzerland: MFA told us that since Switzerland maintains 
diplomatic relations with Libya and represents interests of 
several countries in Tripoli, Switzerland wants to avoid a 
confrontation with Qadhafi. 

Malta: Maltese Prime Minister Bonnici disapproved publicly 
any U.S. military action against Libya. 

Jordan: Prime Minister Rifai advised Charge that Libya had 
formally notified the GOJ that it would use Jordanian air 
space, in event of an attack by America or Israel, to strike at 
•American installations.• Libyans also disclaimed any 
connection with Abu Nida!. Rifai added wryly that Jordan was 
not concerned about the Libyan threat to violate Jordanian 
airspace. 

Sudan: Prime Minister issued a militant public statement 
claiming Sudan will support Libya if it is attacked by us. 
Gizouli later privately advised that his statement was pan-Arab 
rhetoric and should not be taken seriously. 

Saudi Arabia: Embassy reports that despite media warnings 
against U.S./Israel retaliation against Libya, many senior 
Saudis privately are enjoying Qadhafi's present difficulty. 

Yemen Arab Republic: Prime Minister condemned terrorism, 
but expressed support for Libya in event of u.s. attack. 

India: Foreign Ministry advised Embassy that GOI may make a 
public statement condemning terrorism; absent contrary 
evidence, GOI accepts Libyan government statement that it had 
nothing to do with terrorism. GOI may later assist U.S. with 
counter-terrorism measures, and welcomes further discussions 
about recent events in North Africa. 

Syria: Foreign Ministry said that Syria did not support Abu 
Nida! terrorist operations, but as a matter of principle 
provided hospitality to Palestinian organizations. 
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Kuwait: Embassy Kuwait believes that GOK will not support 
our sanctions. 

Islamic Conference Organization: Meeting at Fez, Morocco, 
OIC issued a declaration apparently generally supportive of 
Libya. Consensus document speaks of •provocation from world 
imperialism and from Zionism ••• • Libyan Government expressed 
•satisfaction•. US Congress up in arms, may signal 
dissatisfaction in some form. 

Morocco: King Hassan summoned Ambassador Nassif to 
Marrakesh. Termed our sanctions understandable, justifiable, 
but questioned prospects for impact in face of European, Arab 
reactions/lack of support. Hassan said he wants to •be 
helpful.• 

o Business Reaction: 

Department Task Force fielded about 25 calls from business 
representatives. Most sought information on implementation; 
were told to await regulations {published in Federal Register 
this afternoon). Among foremost concerns: 

--can we ship before Feb l? {Answer: yes) 

--Effect on future dealings by/through foreign 
subsidiaries? {Answer: Still subject to license procedures 
if U.S. components involved.) 

--Validity of previously issued licenses if shipment after 
Feb l? {Answer: annulled.) 

--Will USG compensate for penalties incurred for 
non-performance of contracts? {Answer: no.) 

--Can medicine be sold to Libya? {Answer: no, only 
donated.) 

o Briefing Diplomatic Representatives: 

NEA/Assistant Secretary Murphy briefed Arab League 
Ambassadors and Charges. Session was friendly, but theme of 
questions was querulous -- e.g. U.S. double standard in 
reacting to loss of innocent lives in 10/l Israeli raid on 
Tunis vs. Rome/Vienna incidents; USG not addressing •core 
cause• {Palestinian rights); Libya is •Arab-Islamic state• and 
as such will receive Arab League support, etc. 
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Department officer briefed OAU Ambassadors and Charges. 
Tone was uncontentious, essentially confined to appeals for 
additional information. 

o Effect of Freeze on Libyan Government Assets: 

Initial estimates are that measure froze approximately $700 
million, much of it in branches of American banks in London. 

o Libyan Reaction: 

Government of Libya attempted to withdraw assets from U.S. 
banks. 

Tripoli was unnaturally quiet, with the airport closed 
intermittently, a normal security precuation when Qadhafi's 
plane lands. 

Official radio said us sanctions were •politically 
tantamount to a declaration of war.• 

Foreign Minister Treiki said us workers •are our guests• 
and implied they are free to leave at any time. 

Some U.S. workers in Libya questioned whether the travel 
sanctions were constitutional, appeared to be disinclined to 
leave. 

Libyan public continued to rally to Qadhaf i in public 
statements. 

/\ 
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S/S 8600634 0256 ~ 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January g, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN. M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

1~0 

SUBJECT: Libyan Sanctions: Significant Reactions on January 9 

There were several significant developments January 9 
relative to U.S. economic sanctions against Libya. Other 
governments continue to indicate skepticism about the efficacy 
of our sanctions. Libya is actively courting Arab and Western 
European countries to undercut u.s. actions. The Department 
forwards this resume prepared by the Libyan Working Group. 

~Ni~~t 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: summary of Reactions 

S:ESIU~'P­

DECL: OADR 
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA 

JANUARY 9, 1986 

o Libyan Reaction: 

Both Qadhaf i and Foreign Minister Treiki publicly stated 
that Americans are •guests•, free to leave Libya. We have no 
confirmation of actual departures. 

Qadhafi said that he has put his suicide squads •on hold• 
and that his lawyers are working on a response to the U.S. 
assets freeze. 

Qadhafi met with Western European Ambassadors, calling for 
•continuity of relations•; he indicated readiness to exchange 
members of armed groups in Libya (such as the Italian Red 
Brigade and the Japanese Red Army} for dissidents •sought by 
Libyan justice.• 

Qadhaf i reportedly telephoned all the Gulf heads of state 
(and probably other Arab leaders} to press for collective 
measures. 

Foreign Minister Treiki stated that Islamic nations should 
boycott American goods; this may be proposed at an emergency 
meeting of Arab League Foreign and Economic Ministers projected 
for January 13. 

When Belgian Embassy initially presented our note to Libyan 
government, reaction was muted. However, Ambassador summoned 
back to Foreign Ministry in about two hours, told that the 
Libyan Government would •formally• refuse to accept note. 

o Government and International Organizations' Reactions 

Belgium: Belgian Embassy in Tripoli has had numerous 
inquiries from Americans resident in Libya. The embassy has 
advised their earliest departure, but notes that situation of 
American dependents of Libyan nationals presents particular 
problems. 

South Korea: South Korean officials noted that joining the 
U.S. boycott would end Korea's second largest construction 
market, involving $10 billion of construction work and 21,000 
workers in Libya. They noted that Seoul had not received a 
formal request from the U.S. to boycott Libya. 

a.BCRE'f=' 
DECL: OADR 



~ 
- 2 -

UK: In his meeting with Ambassador Price, Foreign Minister 
Howe was careful to say that Britain shares our view of Libyan 
complicity in the Rome and Vienna attacks, if not the scope or 
extent; FCO does not have categoric evidence proving Libyan 
involvement, however, and would be grateful for additional 
evidence. FCO officials informally indicated that they do not 
expect U.S. to get any support for economic sanctions from EC 
countries (or anywhere else). 

FRG: Embassy urged that Libya sanctions questions be raised 
with FRG Economics Minister Bangemann during his visit to 
Washington next week. Bangemann's Ministry has policy lead 
relating to sanctions in trade, energy, and export credits. 
The FRG has been quick to restate its traditional opposition to 
economic sanctions, but the Embassy sees a surprising amount of 
public pressure to •do something• about Libya. 

Hungary: Hungary's official daily carried an editorial on 
January 9 accusing the U.S. of making Libya a scapegoat 
responsible for terrorism; Washington's concept of a •new 
globalism• means a U.S. effort to interfere in the affairs of 
sovereign states. Washington's state level terrorism harms 
international relations. 

Brazil: According to press reports, the Foreign Ministry 
confirmed that Brazil does not intend to support economic 
sanctions. Brazil is a major exporter of arms to Libya. 

Islamic Conference Organization: ICO's statement on Libya, 
inter alia, proclaims •solidarity with the Libyan Arab people• 
and •active support of the defense of its sovereignty•. It 
also •calls the attention of the international community to the 
constant provocations and escalation of aggression which 
international imperialism and the Zionist entity• are focusing 
on Libya and concludes that the •imperialist-Zionist threat 
extends to all Islamic states.• 

NATO: The North Atlantic Council has been briefed twice on 
U.S. measures. NATO representatives asked for a full briefing 
on the connections between Libya and terrorism. 

Japan: Japan has asked for a briefing on Libyan complicity 
in terrorist actions prior to Foreign Minister Abe's meeting 
with the Secretary tomorrow. 

o Business Reaction: 

Department Working Group fielded about 35 calls from firms, 
primarily from suppliers to Libya. The questions regarded 
licensing of shipments to Libya and payments for shipments 
already under contract. Concerns focussed on many of same 
issues as January 8. 

I 
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New issues of particular interest: 

Disposition of U.S. owned equipment containing national 
security controlled components (e.g. computers) in Libya. 
One firm indicated its options were to abandon the 
equipment, or sell it to a European bidder for continued 
use in Libya. Reexport probably will not be permitted by 
Libyans. 

--How will we be paid for sales to Libya? (Answer: Need to 
await issuance of Treasury regulations on frozen assets) 

o Secretary's Press Conference: 

Although billed as a general press conference, Secretary 
Shultz faced mostly questions about Libya and terrorism. 
Saying Qadhafi •is a terrorist,• he noted that the new 
sanctions are the •1atest in a long series• and that they 
•unfortunately ... are likely to continue.• He said •those 
things that can be done economically [by the United States) 
have been done now• and announced a trip next week to Europe by 
Deputy Secretary Whitehead. 

Asked about Palestinian rights, with an implied connection 
to the causes of terrorism, he said Palestinians •deserve a 
better fate than they have• but stressed, •violence and 
terrorism have never achieved anything for the Palestinian 
people.• He pointed to U.S. support of the •quality of life• 
program in the occupied territories and termed the general 
subject •one of the major arguments• for the U.S.-backed peace 
process. 

/; 

F 
; 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Withdrawer Collection Name 

North, Oliver: Files SMF 11/19/2010 

File Folder 

TERRORISM: LIBYA [01/01/1986-04/08/1986] 

Box Number 

105 

FOIA 

F95-023/9 

WILLS 

24 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

100884 MEMO 1 3/17/1986 

TO NORTH RE LIBYA 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act • [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 

B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Withdrawer Collection Name 

North, Oliver: Files SMF 11/19/2010 

File Folder 

TERRORISM: LIBYA [O 1/01/1986-04/08/1986] 

Box Number 

105 

FOIA 

F95-023/9 

WILLS 

24 

JD Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

100885 REPORT 7 3/17/1986 

RE LIBYA 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 

B3 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Withdrawer Collection Name 

North, Oliver: Files SMF 11/19/2010 

File Folder 

TERRORISM: LIBYA [O 1/01/1986-04/08/1986] 

Box Number 

105 

FOIA 

F95-023/9 

WILLS 

24 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

100886 PROF NOTE 1 3/28/1986 

STARK TO PEARSON RE LIBYA NEXT STEPS 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b}(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b}(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 

B3 



.. 

ROUTINI 

FAOM/LOCA TION 

'· arm o,c:r. 
TO/LOCATION/TIM& OF Jll!Cl!IPT 

~PAX'~M!o'-­
S1 I ~A ; r~~ :\MM 

AECO,.Dt __ 

PAClS 2/ 
oroDSillMl 

ft!LUS~ ------

'· STATE. 'bcPT: AmlASJt\bal RoA8r a4K.urt 

··~----------~·------------------------~-------~~-----------------

~~-----------------------------------------------------------------

SPE CIAI. INS TAUCTION8/ .. !MAl'Kl1 

CLASSIFICA '!"ION 

WMCA FOltM 8. tS OCTOBElll I" 

---------r---------------- 1• • I 

.• 



10:03 A.M. PST 

SUBJECT 

FOREIGN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of th• Pre•• Secretary 
(Santa Barbara, California) 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY 

LARRY SPEAKES 

April S, 1986 

The C:antina Room 
Santa Barbara Sheraton 

IND BX 

Bombing in We•t Berlin/Terrorism •••••••••••• 1·20 

10145 A.M. PST 

11736-04/05 



10:03 A.M. PST 

THE WElTI HOUSE 

Off ice of the Pre•• Secretary 
(Santa Barbara, California) 

PRB~S BRIEFING 
BY 

LARRY SPEAJ(!S 

April s, 1986 

La cantina Room 
Sheraton Santa Barbara 

MR. SPEAKBS1 I would lik• to do just the fact• ON THE 
RECORD and then talk with you a little bit on background. Most of 
the facts you know. 

This event occured at 5150 p.m. last night Pacific coaat 
Time. We received an almoat immediate flaah here and were aware of 
it within minutes. The Buropean command po•ted ua on th• initial 
event. 'l'he Preaident waa notified and briefed on the detail• after 
we began to get nWftbera and location and ao forth around 8100 p.m. 
last night. 

And the situation today is that a total of 155 injured 
out of 300 to 400 that were in the LaBelle Club, West Berlin. There 
are 53 Americana injured not aeriouely, 10 aerioualy -· eo I believe 
it is 53 plu• 10, And there are two dead, but we are not yet in a 
position to atate whether th••• are American• or not. There has been 
aome reporting quoting militaiy aourcea in Berlin that I would not 
atear you off of, but we don't want to confirm that yet. 

Two groupa, •• you know, have clai~ed reapon•ibility. 
one ls a militant fringe of the Baader Meinhof ~roup, and another has 
de•cribed themselves aa th• Anti-American Arab Group. W• can't pass 
any judgment on whether theee are authentic or not. 

That'• all th• facta. Any question• on th• record, or 
do you ~ant to ahift to BACKGROUND? 

Let's describe thi• aa adminiatration official, period 
-- not administration off lcial in Santa Barbara or anywhere -- just 
administration official. 

Q The problem there -- dateline ·-

ADMINISTRATION OfFIClALa Dateline do•an't trouble me. 
I mean, you can't do anythln9 about that, but just don't add that one 
more se~tence. 

we have had •om• discussions in Wa•ington thi• morning 
with various oericials -- or varioua officials have had diacuaaiona 
in waahington and I have talked with them from here. Those 
d11cu11lon1 are ongoing 1t th• moment to make 11eesem•nt1, both on 
tfie 'l"ftn and tn• W••t Berlin a1acotheque. 

we are not yet ready to draw apecif ie conclu•ions about 
~ith•r who did thia derinitely or whether ·- a1 your key question is 
-- whether or not it point• to Libya. we are not·prepared to draw 
that conclusion fitmly. But it i1 a conaen1ua that theee type 
incidents do fit a pattern. It seems to be an idea of indiacriminate 
violence, that you strike out at l\merican• but whoever •l•• 11 killed 
or injured doea not matter. 
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We believe thi• vindicate• what we have been 1aying, 
that there i• a pattern, that there i• a ma•ter ¥lan that is b•ing 
in1tigated in many ca••• ·- and I can't aay •pee !lcally on thi• one 
-- by Qaddafi. we ar• seeing this time and again. 

I point out yesterday -- well, let me say that European 
countriea are now beginning to feel th• brunt of thia. rir•t of all, 
it waa touri•t trad• and a lo•• in o.s. travel dollar1 there. But 
they're aleo affecting European citizens -- citizen• of European 
countries are being killed. And it i• the Athena and Rome airports, 
it's th• TWA, it'• other•. we can -- I can cer~a.inly confirm for you 
here ON BACKGROUND the targetin_g of well over/~O _ o. s. diploiaat ic 
in1tallation1 -- Burope and the Middle Bast ---that we are fully 
aw~re of. They have lf"ao targeted a number of high-ranking u.s. 
diplomats and attempted to track them -- trail them -- to deal with 
the way they op•rate. Yesterday, aa I pointed out, th• rrench 
expelled two peopl•• -- what do they call th•m••lvea -- People's 
Front -- the Libyan People'• whatever -- Office or whatever. 

Q Th• People'• Bureau. 

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIALz P•opl•'• Bureau -M Libyan 
People's Bureau -- which has offices in a nwaber of European 
countri••• and they •xpelled th•m for plotting terroriet acts against 
Am•rioans. 

Q Are th••• 30 targ•t• -- 1• that aince when? What 
time frame are you u1in;? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIAL1 I'd 1ay in th• laat -- I'd say 
since the fir•t of the y•ar, approximately. 

Q Have th•y been tbwart•d? 

ADMINISTRATION OPFICIAL1 Be•n r•ported? 

Q Are you aayin9 "thwart" -- ar• you eayin; you -­

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIALa Ne have •Yidence that agent• 
of the Qaddafi gov•rnment have targeted a number of American 
in1tallatione and American offiDials to try to find out -- as 
potential terrori1t targeta. W• have been aware of that for •ome 
time. 

Q Did you ••Y well under 40 -- und•r 30 or over 30? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIALI \over_~ 
g Do theae include military a1 well a• diplomatic 

in1tallation1? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIALI l think th•y'r• IDOltly 
diplomatic -- emba•ey-type location•. 

Q And have any of them been carwied out? 

ADMINISTRATION OPFICIALa No, I think some have been 
thwarted, but none have b••n carried out. 

Q Thi• 30 1• th• number ot diplomata and faeilitiea, 
or ia it just facilities? 

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAI.1 I think it 'a. facilitiea plua a 
number of additional diplomata, 

Q It'• 30 facilitie• plu• 50 diplomats? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL• Now we ar• goin; to be calling 
on private channel• for luropean government• to vi9orou1ly pursue and 
assist us and cooperate with u1 in th• pur1uit of potential terrori1t 
activities and doing - .. · · ·· · 
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what can be done to thwart tbea. Thia 11 clear evidence that they 
are now be1n; hurt by -- both •conom1cally, which ia on• thing, but 
in term• of human life -- in human terme. 

Q Are you trying to ••Y that th• chicken• are coming 
home to too1t? I• that the 1apre11ion you would like to leave by 
thil briefing, that the Europeans have not been as helpful a• they 
might have been? 

.ADMINISTRATION OFPICIALs NO, no, I think the Buropeana 
are -- what we have been telling the Buropean1, what we have been 
telling the public -- and, you know, aom•time over th• la•t couple o~ 
year• that our claims of Qaddafi'• effort• in terrorism have been 
acoffed at, both publicly in th• United State• and by inactivity of 
other 9overnm•nta. 

But what w• are ·now doinCJ ia 1ndlcatlng that thi• 
validates exactly what we have been 1aying, that it i• ·- there i• a 
pattern of indiacrimin•t• violence -- indiecrlminate tarroriat 
violence on virtually a world-wide ba1l1. And all nation• are 
affected by it and all nation• have to work to do aomething about it. 
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And one of the waya is th• Libyan People's bureaus, whi~h are located 
in a number of Euopean countries -- capitala. 

Pete, waa there anything •lie that you got -­

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAL1 -- working with the German 
government'& and inveatigatin; --

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 Yea. I can't think of anythin~ 
•l•• that they want to talk about. 

Q so, you're asking -~ are you in effect asking 
European alliee to th~ow out the People•' Bureaus? 

ADMINISTRATION OIPICIALa I 4on't want to say that, Ira. 

Q You might could leave that --

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALa Well, we've ju8t pointed out to 
them -· throw out the People'• -· asking th• Buropeans to throw out 
the People's Bureaus • . I think we juat -- we want to emphasize to 
them that they're in it aa well aa we are. 

Niles? 

Q Are you aaying -- juat to clarify thi• -- that in 
thia pattern that you're seeing, that Qaddafi is at the center of 
this pattern? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL& That's our jud;ment, ye• 
that, not only -- first of all, training •n4 exportin9 terrorism, and 
we've uncovered his track• in a numbir of areaa, but •• a aenior 
official said the other day, he's creating the climate where others 
are -- other acts of terrorism are e~awnea or people are encouraged 
to do so. 

Nile&? 

Q There have been a sari•• of report• last week that 
elementa of the Daader Meinhof gan9 in Libya made contact• with 
Libya, Are you aware of these --

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIALa I don't know that. I surely 
don't, 

Bill? 

Q There's a master plan being instigated in many cases 
by Qa~dafi. Can you clarify that? 

ADMINISTRATIOM OFPICIAL1 · Well, tbe master ~lan idea is 
that -- there's our Contra man out there. We have one 
support-the-Contra. H•'• been out th•r• -- I think h•'• on 72 hours 
atrAi~ht out there. Go interview him. 

Q Have him d1arupt th• briefing. 

ADMINISTRA'l'ION OFFICIAL: He ou;bt to com• in. 

Q · Give him $100 million and I'm aure he'll do it. 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: The master plan ia that thee• 
30 or so inatallationa and a number of diplomata have been targeta. 
so we a~e aaei~ the foot~rint• of th• Qaddafi terrori•t plan all 
oveC"tb• Middle Ea•t and in Europe. 

Q But you're not willing to make a connection between 
the TWA 840 incident and this discotheque incident in the master 
plan? 
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 Not yet, But the pattern, the 
pattern particularly of th• discotheque, the La Belle incident is 
•trikingly •imilat to the type of indiacriMinate cttacka. Now 
whether the 'l'lfA thing -- initial bluah a• we've pointed out was that 
it did not aeem to be the type of thing that Qcddafi -- you know, the 
indiscriminate whatever. But then again, waa he -- clearly he was 
trying to wreck the whole plane. so, I don't know. We're just not 
prepared to go that tar. Th• evidence 1• not that far. 

Bernie? 

Q Does the dlacotbeque incident in any way escalate 
the proapect1 of further o.s. retaliation againat Libya? 

ADMINISTRATION OPFICIALa . Well, I want to leave that 
purposely vague. And I think we juat go back to th• Preaidentrs 
statement In New orleana -- if we do ·tie him in, we will hold Qaddafi 
reaponsible and juat leave that out there. 

Colonel? 

Q Back in tl~ good old days like Sarajevo, when I wns 
juat a kid, tber:e used to be something call•cl an: ultimatu111, in which 
one country warned another one. Ia this in any aenae an ultimatum to 
Qaddafi that the United States know• about hi• plan and the general 
details of it and ~nything that followe? 

ADMINISTilATION OPPICIAL1 In other woraa we'd hold him 
raaponaible for anythin9 anywhere? 

Q Yea, 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I don't think quite that for. 
One of our -- on• of the tenants of our tertoriam •• anti-terrorism 
tetaliation po!lcy ls we want to be sure and get th• right people. 
Clearly, you can •••, our patience l• wearing thin on I number or 
these incident• and, as I 1ay, there ie a pattern that'• worldwiQe. 

candy? Oh, let me go to th• Colonel. 

Q Aa a follow-up, ha• the sixth fleet got any more 
exerci••• acheduled tor th• general area of th• aouthern Meditetrean? 

ADMINISTRATION OFfICIALc I do not know what the plans 
are tha~a. I'm not awar• of any, but I don't know of any apecifics. 
But they're still there. 

Candy? 

Q I'm a little confuaed a• to what conatitutea thia 
pattorn tbat you're seeing? I• lt simply indi1criminat• violence? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS Indiacriminate violence of not 
caring · who is killed or whatever, You know --

Q Isn't terroriat activity by it• very naturG 
indiacri~inate violence? 

ADHINISTRATIOt~ OFFICIAL I Not neceaaar ily. There 
certainly can be very targote~ viol•nce. agatnat certain individuals. 
I mean, you go back to the car bombir191 in Italy and so forth whete 
they got key diplomata. But thie ia the Qaddafi pattern, as the 
indiscriminate -- you know, shooting up th• airport with five guys in 
masks. 

Q so, the pattern you aee 11 that they're killing 
innocent people? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 That's . right. And we're 
pointing out that it affect• Europeans. • 
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Q Is there anything •l•e tbat'• a pattern? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIALa Well, I think the pattern is 
targeting u.s. people, but not carinX who el•• they ~ill. And the 
pattern ls geographical-in lurope an the Middle Ea•t. 

George? 

O di•cuaaiona in Waahington? Was the President 
involved in these di1cu••lona? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIAL: No. 

Q Has he been in contact with people in Washington 
today? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL• No. 

Q What's the extent of his involvement -- being 
briefed last night? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 He waa brie~ed lA•t night. 
H•'ll be briefed again thl• morning at the conclusion of th••• 
meetin;a. 

l<en? 

Q ·- indiacriminata terrorlat -- in Lebanon --
Iranians and the Syrians. Ia it the position of the u.s. government 
thAt Iran and Syria no lunger play si;nificant tolea in national 
indiscriminate terroriam? 

ADMINISTRATION OPFICIAL1 No. We -- international 
indiscriminate -- I wouldn't want to uae those worda, but we have 
I think Libya is on the list -- or not Libya, but Syria remains on 
th• li•t. But we haven't ~- and of courae thera are training camps 
1n Lebanon that are Syrian eponaored, Iranian influenced ana so 
forth. so, all that remains, but ao much of it tracea baok to 
Qaddafi. 

Q Is there an attempt, or i• it poaeibl• to 
differentiate between Iranian, Syrian or Libyan aponaored terrorism? 

ADMINISTRATION OfFICIAL1 Very often it'a difficult. 
Thia is a sha4owy world that you operate in. 

Iril, then Joe? 

Q Is it 1till tha u.s. ~olicy that if any retaliation 
ia taken against Libya that it would not be aimed at civilian•? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, 90 back to th• Shultz 
a•nai D'rlth speech and that'• basically th• policy. You remember 
what -~ 18 month• ago or in '84 whon Shultz indicated -- and I 'on't 
want -- don't try to seize upon thin91 when we're talking about this 
overall policy, because it's a very complex policy and it will be 
applied judiciously. But ae Shultz pointed out -- don't quot• me, 
rerer to Shulta -- that he indicated th~t in some caaea, it we have 
to go after terrorist comp1 or ao forth, and there are givilian• 
there, that tbs America» public must be prepared for that. I mean, 
Ellit's just tne way It ie. But quote Shults, not me, aa a fr•sh leau 
on that because there's been no chi:mgo in £i-11cy on that and it would 
be decided on a ca••-by-caae and it woul4 e jUc!icioualy applied. 

Joe? 

Q Well, what•e the purpose of that meetin9 in 
Washington? Are they ju1t sorting through incoming cable tratfic, or 
are they trying to aet policy? 

tl736-04/05 



- 7 -

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIALa Joe, I don't want to be more 
apecific than that. They are assessing, I gueea, i• the best way to 
put it. 

Peter? 

Q You say you can't draw a definite link between Qaddafi 
and the TWA flight 840. What can you tell us about where that 
investigation ... 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 Peter, I don't really have 
anything new on that. You know, you've got the claim and 
counter•claim about Ma• what•e-her~nama, and you've got th• technical 
experts. Seriously, I don't have anything new on that. 

Q Liability inaurance if he 1ues you? 

ADMINISTRATION orPICIALt Pardon? 

Q Because he's going to 1ue. How's your liability? 

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIAL: Liability insurance? 

By the way, where are we -- on that, w• found out Th• ~ 
Chili Pactory ie closed because they couldn't get liability \:.) 
inauranc•. (Laughter.) 

Georg•? 

Q What atepa are being considered at u.s. 
installations in Europe to prev•nt thi• sort of crowded gath•ring 
last night that --

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 To prevent what? 

Q What at•pa are going to be taken to prevent 
instances wh•re large crowd• of American ••rvic•m•n in Europe are 
gathered in undefended plaoee? 

ADHINISTRATION OPPlCIAL1 l don't know. l'z:n euro tha.t 
· I don't know of any Defense Department advisory of -- hey, stay out 
of large congre~ated place• --

Q Will there will be no 1t•p• taken for ·-
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ADMl~ISTRATION OFFlClALt l juet don't know wnether they 
do that. I'm eure that people are aware of it, but whether there 
have been any apecific ord•re, 1 don't know. 

Gerald. 

Q Two que•tiona, one ia what -· this m••ting that 
you're talking about in Waehington i• what kind of peofl•? 

ADMI~lSTRATlOM OFFlCIAL1 An aa•e•••ent meeting. 

a Of wno? 

ADMl~ISTRATlOM OPPIClALs 1 ju•t don't want to be 
apecific about who'• there. · · 

Q In light of what ~ou'ra eaying -- thi1 i• aome 
pretty •trong atuf f ·- can you be any more preciae on th• •ourcin9 

ADMI~l&TRATIO~ OFFICIAL• Of -- you mean our information? 

O No, no, no, of wnat -· of wno you are -- in terms of 
identifying you, can we ••Y --

ADMIHlSTRATlON OFFlClALa -- that'• very deliberate on my 
part. 

a I know. But, I mean, •ince you all ara •ayin9 toes• 
thinga, now --

ADMINIST~T10M U~FlCIALa Pardon? 

Q Since you're 1ayin9 tnoea thing• for the fir•t tim•, 
and they're pretty •trong --

ADMlMISTRATION °'f lCIALa The 30 and 35 been in the 
pr•••: tne Fr•nch kicking th•• out'• a public announa•mentr the 
pattern of violence we're talkad abOut -- we're really ••yin9 we're 
validating what we've been telling you for two year•. But you want 
to have a more preciae •dminiatration official ID, is th~t what 
you're talking about? 

Q Ye•. What you want u1 to identify you aa ia an 
adminietr&tion official, right? 

ADMINISTRATlOM or•ICIALs Period. 

Q Not "in Sant• Da.rbara." 

ADMINISTMTlOlll OPFICIAL1 Mot "in . S~nta Barbara," not in 
-- vlel l, tnare' re not but abOut two or thteit• of ua out her•, ao 1 
don't want to be deacribed aa "a late American official who briefed ~1 
roporter• in l•nta Barbara." \..../ 

Q How about "he drawled"? 

ADMINISTRATtO• OFFlClAL1 Yea, that'd oe all right. 

Jackie. 

0 What •p•cifically do you want Qaddafi ~o do? yg~ 
say that you can't really tie him ap~cifically to th••• acta, but 
he'• creating ~ climate. wnat could ne do to take aome of the 
pr•••ure off? 

ADMlNISTMATlOa OP•ICIAJ..1 What he could do ia aimply act 
lik• all the reat of ua. And l'm not trying to be facetious, but in 
reality hi• whole ·- t·he whole policy of ni• racaime 11 to cause 
probleaa to hi• n~ighborM and to•• it'• totally a •tream of 
anti•Aaerican rhetoric and threat• and eo forth that h~ve gone on 
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over the yeara. 

Eleanor. 

Q You aay all ;overnm~nta muat act together to contrul 
thia or whatever. What ia it you would like th• European countrie• 
to do? I mean --

ADMINIS'rRATIOlll Ol'PICIALs 1 think I'd rather leave that 
in the hand• of private dlploaacy in our di1cuaaiona with them. 
We've atr••••d over o nuaber of yeara in economic •~mmita, the •even 
nation•, that we need a conc•rted policy and a aharing of 
intelli9•nc• and a 1harin9 cf method.a and ao ,forth and -~ certainly 
that. But we have got to go to the people that are cauaing the•~ 
problem•. The Britiah have had a horrendou• experience with the 
Libyan• and 

Q lf they joined the u.s. aanctiona, would that 
tighten the acr•w• on Qaddafi any further? 1• there anything that 
the1 could do -- ' 

ADMINISTRATION OFFlCIALt It would, but the aanctiona, 
once again, we've conaider•d aa a vary lcng•tera approach to it, 
rathQr tnan anything that waa going to happen ove~night. 

Steve. 

Q On thi1 reaaa••••ont that'• going on, i• that --

ADMINlSTRATIOW OPJ'.lCIALt Mut "reaaaeaamant.," a•aeasment. 

Q Or 4n aaaeeamont of •• an ••••••mant of a aituation 
tnat haa occurr•d up until now, i• it also an a•••••ment of what our 
pclioy ahould be if thia p&ttern continuea? And can we •AY that if 
tl·u1 pattfilrn aoea continue that dac:i1iona might be made to retaliate 
fbr leaa evidence than we•va hod in th• paat, i! the pattern i• at1ll 
tl\ere7 

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAl.1 That'• a good queation, and 1 
juat don't think it paya for me to anawer any epecullltiv• questions 
at:>Out what we may do. l juat want to leave it deliberately vague. 

Frank. 

Q In addition to tha•e 30 or 10 incident• -~ or the 
evidance of th••• inatallationa abroad, ia there any increaaad 
evi<lenca of tht•ata to inatallationa or incUvi<lual1 hara in the 
United States? 

ADMlNlSTRATlOM OFFlClAL1 I haven't heard 1t an~ 1 don't 
know ~nether -- 1 don't know the na••l!l-~t the individual• targeted. 
A• you know, th•Y increa••d 1ecuritt on th• cso and th• Secretary of 
the Navy, we probably wouldn't know who tney ~•rQ if they wore a sign 
on their back, but •till --

Dave. 

Q If l aay follow -­

ADMISISTRATlON OPPlCIALt Y••· l 

O -- but 1• therG concern -- and i• thi• one of tha 
r~aaona you're ap~aking •• you're •P•4king --

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAL1 Bxactly. 

Q -- of avcurity pro·o1e11a in this country •• a result 
of this? 

AOMlN1S~RAT10~ OFflCIAL1 I don't know of any apecifica 
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in this country, but, obvioualy, it thay•ra going to nit in weet 
Berlin, if somebody'• going to hit TWA or wherever, the potential i• 
here, but how apecific we've aean in intelligence, I don't know. 

Dave. 

Q Following up on Gerald 1 a queation, would it be fair 
for ua to ••Y that 4aong the a•••••ora are trtose people who work for 
such agenciea •• the CIA, DIA, th• Pentagon, in general, the State 
Department, the National Security Council and folk• liko that? Could 
you be a little more •pecific about just who'• doin9 thi• ae••••in9? 

ADMINISTRATION orPICIALs I 1 d juat aay ~official• 
involved in U.S. foreign policy ~nd anti-terroriat planning or Policy wer• involved in • meeting. 

Q Thay know who they are. 

AOMINlSTRATIO~ OFFICIAL• They know who they ara. 
They 1 ll stand up. 

Q Have we rul9d out, by the way, that this Mexicana 
Airline cra•h waa thG work of tarroriata? 

ADMlNlSTRATlO~ Or•lCIAL1 I don't know abOut that one, 
yea. I don't know. I've heard aome claima. 

Bill. 

0 Juat to clarify what you were aaying earlier, 
recognizing thot you can 1 t get into 1pecifically what you're a•king 
Europeans to do, are you making 1pecif ic requeate of the Europeane 
through theae private channel•? 

AOMIMISTl\ATION OPFICIAL1 I'd rather juat leave that. 1 
don't want anybocly to hear ~bOut ~nything before we 4o it. 

O Are you in a situation now where you're juat 
pointing out the aituetion? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL• I juat don't want to fine tune 
it anymore. I'd juat rather leave it lika that. 

Pierre. 

O You pointed out the French meaaura and while you 
call for coop~ration, it •••~• that you are more aati•fied than you 
wor~ before with th• attitude of the Europeana. la th~t correct or 

ADMI51STRATlON OPPlClALa We're aeein9 aome evidence of 
change in attitu~ca, 6.>ut thi• i• really being driven home in thaae 
recent incidenta and the incr•~aing frequency of tho in~id~nte. So, 
I thinK there•a a growing r@alization in Euro~e that they 1 re 4ffect~d 
iu hum~ri tar•• ae well •• in otner terma. 

Yea, sir. 

Q Did France and Italy have a da~l with Libya to allow 
1afe pAeeaqe for Libyan terioriat1? 

ADHI~ISTRATIOff OFPlClAL& l'm trying to figure o~t how to 
an•wet that. l would not ateer you off of th• report you •~w 
Y••t•r<lay of tha d~al thBt waa in -- the way they functionod in th~ 
'70 1 a. Our vi~wpoint of that i• that i• hiatory. We want to dQal 
with the aituation aa it ii now and encourage cooperation now. So, l 
Clon • t want to kick tl'\em too hard 
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on that and eay it's in the paet, but at th• aame time we want to 
move ah•ad with our clo1• relationship on terrori•m. 

Q What do you m•an by "private diplomaoy through 
private channels"? DO you m•an American diplomats not •peaking about 
it in public or --

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIAL1 Say what you are referrin~ to. 

Q You used the ghrase that in Europe we are engaging 
in private diplomacy and ualng private channel• to get thia meseage 
across. What do•• the phrae• "private diplomacyN mean? 

ADMINISTRATION OrFICIAL: No different. I mean, it's 
juat the diplomatic channela to convey th• mess4ge. 

O Diplomatic aa opposed to private citizens? 

ADMINISTRATION OFPlCIAL: That's right. 

O A week a9o, before th• Gulf of Sidra naval exercisa, 
was there any recognition in the plannin9 for that that indeed it 
might provok• tho kinds of incidents we have now ••en in the last 
tbre• or four daya? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL& Walter, we approach that as one 
of a eeriea of exerciaee. He were well awar• that there could be a 
reaction, and we did not go in with our ay•• cloE)ed, We were 
preporad if they did -- if there was a reaction. Eut our main 
purpose was to d•monatrat• that we ate going to operate over there 
and if we -- if Qaddafi aoean•t -- if QGddafi wants to try to prevent 
ua from it, w• ar• prepared to react. 

Q Can yo~ t•ll us if th• extra-heavy security that wa~ 
afforded Shultz on hi• recent Burop~an trip was the reault of a 
direct threat against him that might b• one of th••e several 
high-ranking diplomata? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL& I'~ not aware of it, but it 
could be som•thin9 that I waa not awar• ot. l did not hear it 
anywhere. 

O These -· two question•. These 30 or 35 diplomats 
are targets. Are you aaying that th•re ware actually plots uncovered 
and were •• you're talking about foilod attempts, or are you just 
saying that generally --

ADUINISTRA'l'ION OFPICIAL1 No, there wer• various stages 
of evidenc• that we indicated -~ that we picked up from intelli9ence 
sources that they were attem~tin9 to stake out thaae, figure out how 
they operated, l•arn how to get inside of thea, or learn who ia 
operating from them or tarv•t people tnot we have abroad that aro -­
you know, thoee kind of thing•. 

. Q Ang alao, could you moka another stab at -- I didn't 
fully undGretand your anawer to Jerry'• question. I didn't 
understand why, with what you aaid today,· the u.s. would not be 
holain9 Qaddafi rospon1ible for any terrorist •v•nt in the region 
that you have d•acribed? 

ADMINISTl\ATION OFPICIAL• Well, the nnawer is that one of 
the basic teneta of our policy i• that we want thoe• -- when somebody 
perpetrate& a terrorist act, we want to go to that individual. If 
it's Qaddafi, that's who we go to. If it'• •omeone •l•e -- Ir~n, or 
whatever, then w• look at that. But we don't want -- we want to be 
sure that we're going to the baart of the matter. 

Q I'm not aaking retaliation, I'm juat saying in terms 
of -- you have ~aid today that we think Qaddafi is behind a pattern, 
and it eaema to me from the W4Y the pattern haa b•en dearibed that it 
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would cover any terrorist incident in the geographical area that you 
deacribed. 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL& You know, a1 other• have 
pointed out -- Ken, I gueaa -- that Iran, Syria and others are still 
on our liat of terrorist nation•. There are a number of freelancing 
groupa, aa we thou;ht that that was the pattern ot the 'l'WA. so there 
are a number of group• that could be, but there ia a real pattern 
here. 

Q You mentioned one of them in connection with the 
maater plan, and that waa the 

..... 
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Baadet .... inhof f&A9 ln Cler .. ny, wbieh ha1 had a lont and ac:tiv1 
hiatory. Burape la full of or9ani1attona of th11 kind, 1n.olald1nt th• 
rri1h la~liaan Army, tho ... q~••r t~• Pree Cl'oati• rroa !WJO•lavla 
and M» fort.Ii.. In the autlr plan you ha.,. 111nti~ Baadei::•M9inMf. 
Al:• there aAJ other•? 

ll*IMlS~,lCJW 017%CIAL• I ~•ntloned Ba•d•rMM•inhot In 
that on.e of th••• groupie clai•ec1 credit for thl• diacoth9e1ae -- 11 
•uppoaed to be • •ilita~t ~. if they omt b• 1ny 1110re ailit.ant -­
oftahoot of the Baader•Meiall.of. so, as you .. ntlone~ -- yea neaed a 
lot. of 9'0\IP•• and Ut1y•n tMre. And .aybe lt'• t.hea operat.tnt 
ind•pende~tly or llMl.Jbe it'• part o! the olia1t1 or ~•Yb• it'• 
may~ itta t~ Qaddafi aperatton. 1fe dan.'t kna.. 

O !be .. •t.•r pl•n Ja Q1dd•fl'a .. 1t1r plan? 

ADlllRISTaATJQR orr1cIIL1 Qaddafi -- Y••· th•r• i• ~ 
obviaualy • •••t•t plan tra11 Qaddatl t.o cauae terrori1t inejdent• 
wotld-wi~e, and part.loulatlf they•v1 t.a.r99ted t\alric•n•. 

Q And th•t terrorS•t• caui.a be of alnoat any 
nationality t.ben, and or any national idao?oqy? 

Mllll11IS1'RA'll011 OPP%CIAL• YH. 1 1111 DOt yat prepared to 
say th•t there 11 -- ya~ ~a.ow, that ~•fl ia pulling 1t1IDI• on 
B•.der-ttelnhof m: Iriah .aep\abU.can &nry or whateftr. % 'in not that --
70~ know, we oan't 90 that rat. but w. cert1inly -- • number of 
Oaddati a.vent• that are·opetattn9 in Bu.ropean eountrl•• that ar• 
~ir•atly reapon11v• to Qaddal1'• o~d•r1. Tbere •r• & naab•r of other 
9roizp• that .. y be tr .. 1ancin9 or operatint In a olilD&t• or bei~q 
ancouraged to do 10. 

Q DOe• Oldafti, ln tbl& ma1ter plan, have oper•tive• 
In th• U~ited Stat•• propet? 

~IUllTI8'1RAHOW on1c:rll 1 J don't knew t.M anawer to 
that. r don't know of it lf t!Wlr• ire, ~t th•r• coul4 be that t'ft 
not aw•r• of m.d ju1t baven't 1..a. tt aoaewh•t•. 

Q DO•• tb• tiain9 ot thee• •vti~t• or anythlfl9 ele• 
•bout tbe11 1u9gest to you that thay v.re in cl.ear 'etallatlon for th• 
Gulf of Sidra? Yoa ee1a.d to indicate that by 1artng that --

ADMilll'IftRAlflOM' onICIAL c l don't tl\ln- .... Ir• pupared to 
draw that -- yet. I ••an, tb.,.'v• been goi"f on before and aft.er the 
Gulf o! lld~a 4lnd 1ome ~u1t •• •lolent, lf DO~ 110re ao. And juat •• 
di teat.. 

Pu don? 

Q !ou ••id -.. eapeot•4 a reaatlon, .... didq•t go in 
with out •7•• cla.ed. lo -

ADMXltltl'rltUIOR' orr1erAr.1 Wo WH• ••peotiD9 -- WI WH• 
well aware of ~b• pa••lbility of a reaction t.beie in th• Gull it w. 
vent in -· not tetal1&tlOD. 

Q T'tlo thint•· rir•t of 111, hl'I'& e1th•r of th9 two 
incident.a l•t•lY ebanget UL,lthint 1bo\lt the 11curltJ 1urtou.Ad~ luah 
and ht1 tzlp to the Middle Ba9t? 

ADKJ:KlftMTIO• ort1CIAL 1 t '1on • t II.now. Toa know, J 
thin~ thay were be1n9 Yery oei•ful •bout what. they wai• aayinv 1n~ I 
g~••• •ben w. t•lk about 1ncraaaed security or not tnare&•ed aecurity 
-- W9'd ju1t ratber not. 

Q Okay. 'lh• other tbiftV t1, a1n w. g1t llO .. tblnt froa 
yoa on tR• reaord in r•actiaa to this ot.r..c than ~ Preaid1at ·-

ADMIKIS'!Mna• On'ICI1'Lt HI, why don't t drop back and 
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trained in Libyan terroriat camps that are not Libyana. sut, on the 
other hand, we've seen a number of Qaddafi agent• operating in 
European capi~• trying to target American•. 

Q So, it'• actually the Qaddafi agencies -- 30-35 of 
them, rather than --

ADMINISTRATION Ol'!'ICIALa That's right. 

Q -- some other group 

ADMINISTRATION OrFICIALI He's doing a little of both. 
He's sending out folks, and on the other hand ha'a encouragin~ other• 
-- and on the third hand I gue•s he's encouraging •imply by the 
climate he'• creating. 

xen? 

Q Ia President Reagan aware of everything you're 
saying and doea he endorae it? 

AI>MINISTnATlON OPFICIALI Oh, I'm aure he doee. Thi• is 
directly out of the Washington meeting and it's the thinking at the 
highest levela in the 9overment, yea. 

Q so, in fact you're speaking for the Proaident? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL1 Speaking for the President and 
all hia poople that are involvecl in this because -- talked to the. key 
people that are involved this morning. 

t<en? 

Q If the pattern continue• and Qaddafi in ~act is 
implementing (inaudible) diactiminate terroriam, Qaddafi must be 
removed from office, no? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: W•ll, we've got • body of 
statement& on that. I don't think we can go any further than that. 

Sill and Gerald? 

Q Juat to make aure I underatand -- these 30-35 
American installations and an unepecified number of All\erica diplomata 
who you say were targeted, thoae were all outside th• United States? 

ADHINISTRATION OFFICIALS That'• right. 

Q To follow-up on Jerry•a queation, what has really 
prompted your decision to come out here and talk about thla? Ia it 
~hi latest attack, ~r the continuing --

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No, the continuing p4attern of 
attack ana the fact that this ia evidence of what we've been telling 
you. Aa I aay, many have scoffed at tho idea that t~e tentacles of 
Libyan terroriam reAched into European capit,O~o. Wa'ra seeing it. 
The French aaw it yeaterday and kicked eome ~olk1 out because they 
had direct evidence, 

Dale? 

Q I'm a little ~onfu•ed. From the pcint at which 
candy aaked for aomething on tbe record, did you 90 on the record at 
that point? 

ADUitUSTRATION OFFICIAL1 No. I'm going to just look for 
-- come up with aome condolences or something on the record. 

Sheilah? 

MOR&:; ll73G-04/05 
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Q Can I follow-up on Candy'• question? A• you just 
Pointed out a few minute• ago, we've alway• said that we'd 90 after 
someone that is responaible. You aeem to be indicating that the u.s. 
government i• ••tiaf ied that at some level Qaddafi ia reaponaible for 
at least many of tho terrori1t incidenta. ·Doean't that justify going 
after him? 

. ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL• Well, no, I didn't ••Y that. 
We go back to the Rome airport -- waa it th• Rone or Athena airport 
-- back laet year. I don't think that'• ever been 100 percent linked 
to him. we knew that certoln individuals involved, although they 
came out of Lebanon, I think, the final nnaly1i1 waa that they had 
had aome training ln Libya. So, you can't link all of it directly to 
him, but you can certainly link it in one manner or another. Even if 
you just have to say it'a the · climate that inapiree theae types of 
individual&. 

O Well, is it the u.s. government atondard that it has 
to link hin to a specific incident? or 1• it set --

ADMINISTRATiON OFFICIAL: Well, we won't take it on a 
caae-by•caee baaia. But, once again, we want to -- if we •x•rcise in 
any 

r 
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retaliation, we want to retaliate againat those directly reaponsible. 

Q Ia he directly reaponaible •• i• he aubject to 
retaliation for contributing to the environment --

ADMINISTRATION OfJICIAL1 You're really trying to draw a 
policy that we -- that evolve• and that we deal with on a 
caee-by-cas• baaia, and it's just not poaaibl• to do it. 

Al. 

Q Are you prepared to take specific step• a~ainat --
to counter this --

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAL• It woul~ be juet in the normal 
co~ra• of event1, Al. Pir1t of all, you become aware of it and then 
you try to thwart it. You remain vigilant both in your intelligence 
areas, with your listening -- with th• ear to the ground. And on the 
other hand, you try to erect mean• to -- if theae thing• are going on 
-- to atop them. so, there's a general plan, but I don't know of any 
specific --

Q Is that part of what the people in waahin;ton are 
asaeaain9? 

ADMINISTRATION OPPICIAL1 They're really ••••••in~ the 
entire picture. 

Ira. 

O on thi• asaeeement, would it be fair to ••Y they're 
also aaaeaaing possible re•ponaes? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL• I've bean a•ked that a half a 
dozen times. I juat aaid, I don't want to ••Y· 

Q I'm sorry. 

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIAL1 I've been asked that • half 
dozen time• and just ~on't want to say it. 

Prank. 

Q you aaid that -- again -- the 30 attack• we've 
learned of •ince th• fir•t of the year. Ia thi• ma•ter plan 
something that we've learn•d of aince th• firat of th• year? Or is 
this, again, part of the ongoing picture that we've seen 

ADMINISTRATION OPrICIALI You hear of two or three, then 
you hear of four or five targeting• and then you hear of aix or 
ei~ht, and eo then you begin to aay there's a master plan. 

Q SO thi• i• a conclu1ion that we have reached 
relatively teoently, that there i• a aaeter plan by Qaddafi, Is that 
what~- · 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIALI Not that recently. When you 
begin to ••e more and more and you aee them simultaneous •• virtually 
simultaneously -- then you think, well, aomethin~'• going on here. 

Q Do you think these lateat e~ente are oin to make 
the climate in Europe mor o econo 1e sanction• against 
~ibya? 

ADMINISTRATION OPFICIAL1 I don't know. I do not know 
how far their thinking baa oom• on it. 

Gerald. 

Q Since you are on background, ii it too atrong to ••Y 
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that you seem to .be preparing tha caae for retaliation --

ADMINISTRATION orrICIAL1 No -- I mean, Y••· I think it'• 
a little bit too atrong because our ca1e foe retaliation, in our 
opinion, ha• been laid out, a1 to bow and when we would do it and 
under what Qircumatancea and •o forth. so I think that -- and the 
Pre•id•nt'• 1tatement in New Orleans. 

Let me do something -- Peter. 

Q 11 there any phy1ical evid•nce, per ae, that 
providea a common thread that 1upports this pattern that you speak of 
that points to Qaddafi? 

ADMINISTRATION orrICIALI DOn't know of any physical. In 
othet word1, the aame bomb in the ~~different locatlona. I don't 
know of anything like that. But I think it'• more the pattern. 

Walter. 

Q A point of clarification, re9acdin9 the TWA incident 
and thia lateat bombing laat night, are you ••Ying. theae are or may 
be part of this pattern? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFlCIALs Y••• 

Q They are a part of thi• pattern? 

ADMINISTRATION OFPICIAL1 I aay they may be. The pattern 
is there. Who tbe individuals are, l don't know. 

Let me do one thing before I go on the record and come up 
with something for you on th• recor~. And I'd like to do it off the 
record bocauae it concern• all of 

I 
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us here, if anybody's got any problems with that. 

I would like to point out the vulnerability of a press 
room, I don't think I need to point that out to you. And the fact 
that we're all involved -- not only me atanding here at the podium 
under the lights, but all of you are involved. 

We're consulting with your colleagues and the White Bouse 
Correspondent• Aaaociation about what we should do and how to do it. 
I mean, we've seen evidence of people in th• room that could have 
juat as eaaily uaed •omething other than words here this week. We 
travel all over the world. It'• announced where we travel. our 
press rooms are public. And we've bean in some hot spots around the 
world. What better -- what better location than a u.s. government 
official or group of them and the world preaa, for one who wanta to 
get publicity, We're conaulting with how we can deal with it. 

I can't tell you what to write or what not to write, but 
for your own aakea and for our1 and for the way we're 9oin9 to have 
to operate in thi• climate, I woula encourage you not to try to write 
about what we're doing. It just simply put• the apotlight on how 
we're having to deal with it. All of ua are involved and we're all 
in a common boat here about thia thing, so, I juat ~on't think it 
would help you to say that a press room i• an ideal place for a 
terrorist to come and that's what you'd 1ay if you'd write it. WIJ 
ail know It and let'• aon't advertise it. And we're convinced that 
we're going to take some security steps, but there's goin~ to have to 
be stationing on the door and that person •• at your expense, because 
it'• your press room and it's not something -- I don't think we can 
move the government Secret Service into •• to be involved. But it's 
got to be at your axpenae or elae wo can't run press room• and have 
any idea that we're going to be safe up here. 

Q Have we had any actual threat• since we've been 
here? 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Not aware of any, but when 
you're in Bonn or when you're in Geneva, aituationa like that are 
I mean, tho•• people live in those towns. 

Ira? 

Q I'd jµat like to make A point for whatever recora i• 
being kept that one of the problems ia w• would cert•inly like to 
have available to us proteators, kooks, i"'Ople handing out 
information which happen1 especially in Loa Angelo• ·- peo~le with 
legitimate news to hand out -- it aeema to me to be reasonable. 

ADMINISTRATION orPICIAL: Well, they ought to be out•ide 
your pr<!as room, though. I n1ean, if you want to have a press room ... 
theae people -- there are plenty of public forums for p•ople who want 
to make it •. I mean, the poor Contra guy atill walking back and torth 
out there and th••• people that have been here all week have had 
plenty·expoaure. There are South Afric~n k'roteatora at UCSB 
yaaterday and today. They had their torum. They got their 
publicity. They got their point acr~ee, but thay di4n't have to come 
here in your briefing room ana do so. 

so, I think you'~e got acceaa to them. And the question 
ia, when you look around a briefing room like this, you want to know 
who'• here. And particularly when I'm aitting up here with lights in 
my eyes and can't see paat the first row and some dude pops up ov•r 
there with a -- looked like he came out of a -- don't know where he 
c;:ame out of. 

o First tow is the one that's the most dangerous. 

ADHINISTRATION OFFICIAL& That'• right. Don't worry 
about the first row. 
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But, at any rate, I would really lika to encourage you 
not to put tha spotlight on what we're doing here and particularly if 
we're going to have a rent-a-cop on the door that anybody could take 
out with a knee to the groin and come right on in here. 

so, if we can band toc;ether, I'd like to do it. 

MR. SPEAKESt Okay, ON 'I'HB RECORD -· let me think a 
minute here. 

First of all, the Preaident i• deeply concerned about the 
inc:reaainc; number of terrorist incident• that are affecting Americans 
in Europe and worldwide, H• ha• instructed his top administration 
official• to atay on top of it -- to provide him with an ·early 
•••••sment of th• lateat outbreak thia week and to -- I think that's 
about a11 · we ought to say. certainly th• Pr•siuent expresses hia 
condolence• to th• famili•• and he want• to see that ~. do everything 
possible f irat to apprehend and prosecute thoae who are respon•ible 
specifically and tho•• who perpetrate these typ•• of incidents. 

The second thin~ he wanta to do i• to take every measure 
in concert with th• alli•• in order to prevent terrorist incidents. 
It is -- he believes that it ie a worldwl~e problem and that every 
nation haa a stake in thi1 and every nation mue~do it• part to 
prevent terrorism and to isolate Ehoae, cottdemn them and to btin9 an 
end to theae 1nd!v14uala, groupa or nations, In some ca•e1, wno 
sponsor terrorism. 

Enough? 

Okay -- thanks a lot. 

Q Larry, wba~ do you know -- I'm told there was an 
explosion at an Air Force ba•• in Korea overnight. I• there any 
indication that that was •• 

MR. SPEAIEG: Joe, l haven't seen that. waa th~t on the 
wire, Pete? I did not •ee that. 

Q 
.Anlericans -· 

•• a fual tank or a fuel -- I think they ware 

MR. ROUSSEL: X don't have anything. 

MR. SPEAIB81 Not in the mood to do any office calla this 
morning. You've had an hour here. 

THB PRBSS: Thank you. 

ltND 10145 A.M. PST 
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