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PURCHASE AND STOCKPILE A LARGE QUANTITY OF TIRES FOR ITS
MIRAGE FIGHTERS. REPORTEDLY, OVER 150U TIRES ARE TO BE
PURCHASED FROM DUNLOP THROUG THE LIBYAN MILITARY LIAISON
OFFICE IN PARIS.

--THIS CONCERNS US IN PART BECAUSE TE GOF AS PREVIOUSLY
ASSURED US THAT THE LIBYAN MILITARY LIAISON OFFICE IN
PARIS HAD BEEN CLOSED.

--THE EXPORT OF MILITARY SPECIFICATION TIRES FOR THE
MIRAGE WOULD VIOLATE THE EC-WIDE AND SUMMIT COMMITMENTS

NOT TO EXPORT MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LIEYA.

-WE HAVE NUMEROUS INDICATIONS THAT LIBYA IS EXPANDING
THE USE OF ITS MIRAGES TO INCLUDE NIGHT AS WELL AS
DAYTIME INTERCEPTS AND TO INCLUDE MARITIME PATROL
ACTIVITIES THUS PLACING THE MIRAGE ON THE FRONT LINE IN
ANY POTENTIAL HOSTILE ACTTON BY LIBYAN FORCES.

--THE STOCKPILING OF LARGE NUMBERS OF TIRES WOULD
INDICATE TO US A LIBYAN DESIRE TO MAKE A ONE-TIME
PURCHASE IN PREPARATION FOR LOSS OF ACCRSS TO SUPPLIES

WHICH COULD BE OCCASIONED BY AGGRESSIVE wLIBYAN ACTION IN
CHAD FOR EXAMPLE.

--THE ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF EARLY USE OF THE MIRAGES IS
BUTTRESSED BY THE DEPLOYMENT PATTERNS OF TE MIRAGES NEAR
AREAS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICT AND THE FACT THAT TE MIRAGES
HAVE HIGHER PILOT/PLANE RATIOS THAN OTHER PLANES IN TE
LIBYAN INVENTORY.

--WE ASK THAT YOU TAKE ALL POSSIBLE ACTTON TO FRUSTRATE
THIS AND OTHER SALES SUPPORTING THE [ti1RAGE.

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO FOLLOW-UP AS NECESSARY AND TO
REPORT RESULTS. WHITEHEAD
*% END OF CABLE *%*
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 21, 1986

Dear Dr. Post:

Thank you for your letter to the President of April 15 concerning
the decision to launch a military strike against .terrorist-
related targets in Libya. I apologize for the delay in
responding to your letter, but I did feel it was important to
suggest to you why we see that event differently than you do.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of
force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good relations
with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences with their
government by peaceful means including diplomatic approaches,
public statements, and economic pressures -- all to no avail.
Despite these efforts, Libya, under the leadership of Mu'ammar
Qadhafi, has become a major supporter and perpetrator of
terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct Libyan involvement in
terrorist acts and their plans for more attacks against
Americans, the United States had no choice but to take direct
military action in self-defense.

I agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East is
desirable in its own right. Such a peace has long been a goal of
the United States, and the Administration has worked hard to
achieve this goal. You should note, however, that Qadhafi has
been among those in the forefront in urging the use of terrorism
against those who even propose peaceful solutions to the Middle
East problem. We can never accept terrorism as acceptable
international behavior, regardless of the cause.

A decision to use force is always taken reluctantly. However,
whenever we are in possession of clear evidence that a government
is planning to sponsor terrorist attacks against innocent U.S.
citizens, the U.S. Government has no alternative but to take
swift action to save American lives. Moreover, with the
advantage of four months hindsight, I believe that the President
made the correct decision. We are also encouraged by the support
of the international community, particularly at the Tokyo Summit,
in combatting terrorism.

Sincerely,

John M. Poindexter
The Reverend Avery D. Post, D.D.
President
United Church of Christ
New York, New York 10016






















Document No. ‘/qia m\

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 8/7/86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/8/86

-suBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE RE: LIBYA

ACTION FY ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MILLER- ADMIN. 0. O
REGAN o O Pomosmr-—’/ a
MILLER - OMB O 0O RYAN a o
BALL . O O  SPEAKES o g
8ARBOUR O O  SPRINKEL o O
'BUCHANAN O O  SVAHN o 0
CHEW OP 0SS THOMAS o O
DANIELS O O  TUTTLE o o
HENKEL O 0O  WALLISON o O
KING o o | o g
KINGON Og O C C
MASENG / 0 0O

REMARKS: Given that this response is 4 months later, is there really any
value in having the President sign it?

NSC: note changes in this text from your original version.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
€xt.2702
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4480
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: RODNEY B. McDANIEL g’{'é«

SUBJECT: Reply to Dr. Avery Pos

This memorandum forwards for appropriate signature an
NsC-approved reply (Tab A) to Dr. Avery Post, who writes opposing
the U.S. action taken against Libya.

Attachments

Tab A Reply to Dr. Avery Post
Tab B Incoming correspondence




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ADD-ON 4480 <~ !¢ =
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508
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August 8, 1986
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID CHEW

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL [l é-r

SUBJECT: Reply to Dr. Avery Post

I believe there is value in sending the drafted Presidential
reply to Dr. Post even though so much time has elapsed since the
incoming letter was received.

Like you, I am puzzled about the delay in processing the answer.
As you will see from the material at Tab B, NSC approval was
forwarded to Sally Kelley on approximately June 10, 1986.

With the passage of time, and the clear positive effects of the
April 14 action, the NSC staff recommends the attached changes at
Tab C.

Attachments
Tab A Incoming Staffing Memorandum from Chew
Tab B June 10, 1986 Memorandum from McDaniel to Kelley

Tab C Revised Letter to Post
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 8/7/86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 8/8/86 B

.SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE RE: LIBYA

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O 0O MILLER - ADMIN. O O
REGAN O O  POINDEXTER ¥Z f@&'}é / C
MILLER - OMB O O  RYAN O | O
BALL a a SPEAKES a a
BARBOUR O O  SPRINKEL o O
BUCHANAN O O  SVAHN o O
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DANIELS O O  TUTTLE o O
HENKEL O O  WALLISON o O
KING o O | o o
KINGON Og O O O
MASENG XL CMWM{— / m| o a4

REMARKS: Given that this response is 4 months later, is there really any
value in having the President sign it?

NSC: note changes in this text from your original version.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Post:

Thank you for your letter of April 15 concerning the decision
to launch a military strike against terrorist bases in Libya.

You suggest that the United States had other viable alterna-
tives. 1 disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of
force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good rela-
tions with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
with their government by peaceful means including diplomatic
approaches, public statements, and economic pressures -- all
to no avail. Despite these efforts, Libya, under the leader-
ship of Mu'ammar Qadhafi, has become a major supporter and
perpetrator of terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct
Libyan involvement in recent terrorist acts and their plans
for more attacks against Americans, the United States had
no choice but to take direct military action.

1 agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East would
help to mitigate the problem of terrorism. Such a peace has
long been a goal of the United States and my Administration
has worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same time, you
should note that Qadhafi has been among those in the forefront
in urging the use of terrorism against those who even propose
peaceful solutions to the Middle East problem.

A decision to use force is always taken reluctantly. However,
being in possession of clear evidence that a government is
planning to sponsor terrorist attacks against many innocent
U.S. citizens -- and others -- I believe I made the correct
decision. I am encouraged by the support of the international
community, particularly the Tokyo Summit, in combatting
terrorism. -

Sincerely,

The Reverend Avery D. Post, D.D.
President

United Church of Christ

New York, New York
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
MAY 8, 1986
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 389743

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 15, 1986

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: DR. AVERY D. POST
PRESIDENT

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
105 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK NY 10016

SUBJECT: OPPOSES THE ACTION TAKEN AGAINST LIBYA

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE






4480
NATIONAL SECURTY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: RODNEY B. McDANIEL ‘g"(’é""

SUBJECT: Reply to Dr. Avery Pos

This memorandum forwards for appropriate signature an

NSC-approved reply (Tab A) to Dr. Avery Post, who writes opposing
the U.S. action taken against Libya.

Attachments

Tab A Reply to Dr. Avery Post
Tab B Incoming correspondence




DRAFT REPLY

Dear Dr. Post:

Thank you for your letter of April 15 concerning the
decision to launch a military strike against Libya. You
suggest that the United States had other viable alternatives.

I disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use
of force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good relations
with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
peacefully. We have tried to resolve our differences through
various means, including diplomatic channels, public
statements, and our most recent economic measures, to no
avail. Despite these efforts, under the leadership of Mu'ammar
Qadhafi Libya has become a major supporter and perpetrator of
terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct Libyan involvement
in recent terrorist acts and their plans for more attacks
against Americans, it was clear the United States had to take
direct military action.

I agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East
would help address the problem of terrorism. Such a peace has

long been a goal of the United States and my Administration has

Dr. Avery D. Post,
President,
United Church of Christ,
105 Madison Avenue,
New York, New York.




worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same time, you should
note that Qadhafi has been among those in the forefront in
urging the use of terrorism against those whe are proposing
peaceful solutions to the Middle East problem.

A decision to use force is always reluctantly taken.
However, when there is clear evidence that a government ics
planning to use terrorist attacks against many innocent U.S.
citizens and others, I believe that I made the correct
decision. I am encouraged by the support of the international
community, particularly the Tokyo Summit, in combatting
terrorism.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan




S/S 8614367 1480
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 7, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN POINDEXTER
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Presidential Correspondence

The Department recommends that the President sign the
following courtesy reply to a message opposing the April 15

military action against Libya.
1

Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

1. Draft Reply
2. Incoming Letter from Dr. Post
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RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY .
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Post:

Thank you for your letter of April 15 concerning the decision
to launch a military strike against terrorist bases in Libya.
You suggest that the United States had other viable alterna-
tives. 1 disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of
force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good rela-
tions with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
with their government by peaceful means including diplomatic
approaches, public statements, and economic pressures -- all
to no avail. Despite these efforts, Libya, under the leader-
ship of Mu'ammar Qadhafi, has become a major supporter and
perpetrator of terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct
Libyan involvement in recent terrorist acts and their plans
for more attacks against Americans, the United States had
no choice but to take direct military action.

1 agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East would
help to mitigate the problem of terrorism. Such a peace has
long been a goal of the United States and my Administration
has worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same time, you
should note that Qadhafi has been among those in the forefront
in urging the use of terrorism against those who even propose
peaceful solutions to the Middle East problem.

A decision to use force is always taken reluctantly. However,
being in possession of clear evidence that a government is
planning to sponsor terrorist attacks against many innocent
U.S. citizens -- and others -- I believe I made the correct
decision. I am encouraged by the support of the international
community, particularly the Tokyo Summit, in combatting
terrorism.

Sincerely,

The Reverend Avery D. Post, D.D.
President

United Church of Christ

New York, New York
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Thank you for your letter of April/15 concerning the decision
to launch a military strike against/Libya. You suggest that
the United States had other viable alternatives, 1 disagree.

WASHINGTON

r bees?

Dear Dr. Post:

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of

force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
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Sincerely,

iN w«éu‘;

Dr. Avery D. Post
President

United Church of Christ
New York, New York



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Post: %i% e

Thank you for your letter of April 15 concerning the decision l/%ﬁ%’ T
to launch a military strike against terrorist bases in Libya. pptlhor
You suggest that the United States had other viable alterna- -

tives. I disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of
force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good rela-
tions with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
with their government by peaceful means including diplomatic
approaches, public statements, and economic pressures -- all
to no avail. Despite these efforts, Libya, under the leader-
ship of Mu'ammar Qadhafi, has become a major supporter and
perpetrator of terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct
Libyan involvement in recent terrorist acts and their plans
for more attacks against Americans, the United States had
no choice but to take direct military action.

lo desiralibe on
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long been a goal of the United States and my Administration
has worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same time, you
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A decision to use force is always taken reluctantly. However,
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decision. I am encouraged by the support of the international /
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

June 9, 1986

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B, McDANIEL

FROM: ELAINE MORTONﬂ'\

SUBJECT: Reply to Dr. Avery Post

Attached at Tab I for your signature is a memo to Sally Kelley
forwarding a State draft reply (Tab A) to Dr. Avery D. Post, who
writes opposing the U.S. action taken against Libya. Dr. Post's

letter to the President is at Tab B.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo at Tab I.

Approve (ﬂ% Disapprove

Attachments

Tab I Memo to Sally Kelley
Tab A Draft reply to Dr. Post
Tab B Incoming correspondence
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C 20506 -

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: RODNEY B. McDANIEL g"l’é““

SUBJECT: Reply to Dr. Avery Pos

This memorandum forwards for appropriate signature an

NSC-approved reply (Tab A) to Dr. Avery Post, who writes opposing
the U.S. action taken against Libya.

Attachments

Tab A Reply to Dr. Avery Post
Tab B Incoming correspondence




DRAFT REPLY

Dear Dr. Post:

Thank you fcr your letter of April 15 concernirg the
decision to launch a military strike against Libya. Ycu
suggest that the United States had other viable alterratives.

I disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use
of fcrce, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by cur
agtions. Over tlLe years, we have sought to have good relations
with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
peacefully. We have tried tc resolve our differences through
various means, including diplomatic channels, public
statements, and our most recent economic measures, tc ro
avail. Despite these efforts, under the leadership of Mu'ammar
Qadhafi Litya has become a major supporter and perpetrator of
terrorism. With conclusive procf of direct Libyan involvement
in recent terrorist acts and their plans for more attacks
against Americans, it was clear the United States had to take
direct military action.

I agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East
would help address the protlem of terrcrism. Such a pesace has

long bteen a goal of the United States and my Administration has

Dr. Avery D. Post,
President,
United Church of Christ,
105 Madison Avenue,
New York, New York.




worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same tire, you should
note that Qadhafi has been amcng those in the forefront in
urging the use cf terrorism 2gainst those whe are preoposing
peaceful solutions to the Middle East prorlem.

A decision to use force is always reluctantly taken.
However, when there is clear evidence that a government is
planning to use terrorist attacks against many innocert U.S.
citizens and others, I believe that I made the correct
decision. I am encouraged by the support of the international
communityv, particularly the Tokyo Summit, in combatting
terrorism.

Sincerely,

Ronald EReagan



S/5 8614367
United States Department of State

Washington. D.C. 20520

June 7, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN POINDEXTER
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Presidential Correspondence

The Department recommends that the President sign the
following courtesy reply to a message opposing the April 15
military action against Libya.

L,
Nicholas t(létt
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

1. Draft Reply
2. Incoming Letter from Dr. Post
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

105 Madison Avenue, New York, NY. 10016, Tel. (212! 683-3656

Office of the Pres:dent

April 15, 1986

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Your decision to launch a military assault on Libya represents a response to
terrorism that I find both morally questionable and fundamentally imprudent.
It involves the U.S. in a cycle of violence that will undoubtedly entail the
shedding of more blood. ,Ifxissumes that the only effective response to tecrror
is more terror. As a Christian, that is a proposition I cannot accept.

If you felt the U.S. had a strong case against Libya as a propagator of
terrorism, that case should have been presented before the World Court.and the
United Nations. By appropriating to ourselves the role of prosecutor, judge,
and executioner, the U.S. has abdicated the high ground of morality and to the
distress of many of our allies, added our own link to the seemingly endless
chain of unrequited viclence that has plagued the Middle East.

We ought to be addressing underlying regional issues that give terrorists
increased visibility and, in some quarters, undeserved respectability.
Regrettably the U.S. government thus far has lacked the courage to make the

difficult diplomatic decistens tihiat-might ltead to a just and lasting peace in
the Middle East.

As Chrictfﬁﬁg we bear a large measure of responsibility for our government's
preference for military solutions to negotiated ones, whether in the Middle
East or in Central America. For that we should repent and our repentance
should lead to a renewed commitment to the option for life as opposed to the
politics of death.

Sincerely, \\i%:>
’-\\
[&»2 \I:> . o< |
- Dr. Avegy D. Post

President

cc: Secretary of State George Shultz
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger
National Security Advisor John M. Poindexter
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THE WHITE HOUSE OF FICE

REFERRAL
MAY 8, 1986
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 389743

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 15, 1986

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: DR. AVERY D. POST
PRESIDENT

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
105 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK NY 10016

SUBJECT: OPPOSES THE ACTION TAKEN AGAINST LIBYA

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL ~-- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY :
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE




INd 2pc=r:
THE WFITE KOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSFFET
TNCOMING
DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 16, 1986
NAME OF CORRFSPONCENT: DR. AVERY D. POST

SUBJECT: OPPOSES THE ACTION TAKEN AGAINST LIBYA

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: 2CT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
CABL ANDERSON | ORG 86/04/16 CSosZ/b?
REFERRAL NOTE: - T =
P STy - S —
REFERRAT, NOTE: ' Yol -
- _I__/_
REFERRAY, NOTFE: -
o . - _I_7_
REFERRAYL, NOTF: -
- . AN A A
REFERRAI NOTF: -
COMMENTS :
ADDITIONAL CORRESPCONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES:
PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)

[ZEXETEREESE RN RS AL S A2 AR 222l s X AR R a2 2R 2R R R 2 2 XA X S X X8R

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *QUTCOING *
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPF PFSP=INITIALS *
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC~-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A *
*P-FUPNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF *
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC?* * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S~FOR-SIGNATURE * * *
*¥-INTERIM REPLY * * *
P T T T R R T Y R X I R I I I T Y

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TC CFNTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHFED TO TFE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT AII, TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Post: %f%ﬁ%ﬁ"
: ) M
Thank you for your letter of April 15 concerning the decision
to launch a military strike against terrorist bases in Libya. WM

You suggest that the United States had other viable alterna-
tives. 1 disagree.

The United States has steadfastly sought to avoid the use of
force, and we regret any loss of innocent life caused by our
actions. Over the years, we have sought to have good rela-
tions with the Libyan people, and to resolve our differences
with their government by peaceful means including diplomatic
approaches, public statements, and economic pressures -- all
to no availl. Despite these efforts, Libya, under the leader-
ship of Mu'ammar Qadhafi, has become a major supporter and
perpetrator of terrorism. With conclusive proof of direct
Libyan involvement in recent terrorist acts and their plans
for more attacks against Americans, the United States had
no choice but to take direct military action.

v to clesratibc o

I agree that a just and lasting peace in the Middle East [weuld (- suvr fu,l 1.
help-to-mitigate the—problem-of terrorism.| Such a peace has

long been a goal of the United States and my Administration

has worked hard to achieve this goal. At the same time, you

should note that Qadhafi has been among those in the forefront

in urging the use of terrorism against those who even propose

peaceful solutions to the Middle East problem. W can n - RLC
ot o os . ccephble i nlerntbvomd  hahor s s v tiand luns G,ﬂ.ﬁc_@u

A decision to use force is always taken reluct T However,

being in possession of clear evidence that a_government is ‘
planning to sponsor terrorist attacks agajmst many innocent ;
U.S. citizens -- and others -- I believe/l made the correct /

decision. 1 am encouraged by the support of the international :
community, particularly the Tokyo Summit, in combatting J

terrorism. -
Sincerely,

Aol S have 0 e

[st to faRe oucr? W"L*"

5 gae Awsiwor 47
The Reverend Avery D. Post, D.D. Musover . wzf‘ﬁ‘#“‘ , }
President al NS R
United Church of Christ W’ﬁ - fﬁ\ e
New York, New York YT R
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 3, 1978

Mr. Robert McBrien
Office of the Secretary
Room 1130

Department of Treasury
Washington, D.C. 20220

Dear Mr. McBrien:

Your office has requested the Department of
State's advice on the desirability of adding Libya
to the list of those countries whose vessels need
not pay special tonnage tax and light money in U.S.
ports.

On October 6, 1977, Mr. Richard Bank, Director
of the Department of State's Office of Maritime
Affairs, wrote to Mr. John Tebeau of the U.S. Customs
Service informing him that no discriminating duties
of tonnage or impost are levied in Libyan ports on
U.S. flag vessels or on the merchandise transported
in such vessels. Mr. Bank recommended that Libya
therefore be added to the list of countries whose
vessels need not pay special tonnage tax and light
money in the U.S. '

You have asked that the Department of State review
its recommendation, taking into consideration Libya's
support for groups which engage in terrorism. This
review has been completed, and it is the Department's
conclusion that no linkage should be established be-
tween the tax in question and Libya's involvement with
terrorism. It is the Department of State's under-
standing that this tax heretofore has been applied
only in instances where a foreign government levies
a discriminatory tax on American vessels or the
merchandise they transport. We see no reason to
alter this policy.

Sincerely,

N SRS
James K. Bishop

Director
Office of North African Affairs
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

PAGE Bz OF €2 ECCRA 6142 DTG: 1516167 AUG 86 PSN:@67700

THE TERRORISTS BELIEVED THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE DEATH OF OADHAFL'S DAUGHTER IN TRIPOL! ON APRIL 15.

3. THE INFORIART STATED THAT THE TERRORISTS IN QUESTION
WERE SUDANESE NATIORALS WHO HAD BEEN TRAINED IN OR NEAR
TRIPOL! AND THAT THEY HAD DEPARTED FROM TRIPOLI ON JULY
25 WITH THE URITED STATES AS THEIR ULTIMATE DESTINATION.

o

4.  THE INFORMANT ALSO STATED THAT WIDESPREAD, LIBYAN >
SPONSORED TERRORISM VWOULD RESUME FOLLOWING NATIONAL .Aﬂé{7sézﬁg“
CELEBRATIONS IN LIBYA, WHICH BEGIN ON SEPTEMBER 1

AND LAST FOR A WEEK OR TWO0. HE SAID HIS GROUP HAD

BEEN TRAINED FOR ATTACKS AGAINST U.S. MILITARY FACILITIES

[N SPAIN, TURKEY, AND THE U.K. HE ALSO SAID THE RESUMED

TERRORIST ACTIVITY WOULD INCLUDE A RAID ON THE ITALIAN

ISLARD OF LAMPEDUSA.

5. WALK-IN PROVIDED A GREAT DEAL OF BACKGROUND INFOR-
MATION ON HIS STAY IN LIBYA THAT CERTAINLY HAD A RING
OF AUTHORITY. WE CANNOT OTHERWISE VOUCH FOR THE
INFORMATION HE PROVIDED BUT BELIEVE THAT THE ABOVE
[NFORMATION IS SUFFICIENTLY TIME SENSITIVE TO REQUIRE
IMIMEDITATE REPORTING. A MORE DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE
WEETING WILL FOLLOW

ROY

BT






