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The President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

RoOM H-405, U.S. CariTOL
{202) 225-4121

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, DC 20515

May 20, 1985

20500

On May 14, 1985, H.Res. 171, a resolution of inquiry, was referred to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. H.Res. 171 would direct that the
President provide to the House:

"all documents and factual information in his possession or
under his control relating to counterterrorist units (including
any Lebanese intelligence personnel) which received, during the
period beginning on January 1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985,
covert training or other support from the United States to
engage in action against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or
other parts of the Middle East."

The Committee requests your comments on H.Res. 171. Under the Rules of
the House, the Committee has fourteen legislative days, beginning May 15, to
act on this measure.
later than Friday, May 31, in order to allow time for final consideration of
H.Res. 171. A copy of the resolution is enclosed for your reference.

The Camittee would greatly appreciate your response no

A similar resolution of inquiry directed to the Director of Central
Intelligence, H.Res. 168, was introduced on May 13, 1985. The Committee has
requested the cooperation of the Secretaries of Defense and State as well as
the Director of Central Intelligence in considering that resolution. A copy
of H.Res. 168 is also enclosed ¥or your reference.

With best wishes, I am

Enclosures

Singerely yours,

-

ILee H. Hamilton
Chairman
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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PEAMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE  °

Honarahle William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence .
Waghington, D.C, 20505 )

Dear Mr. Director:
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May 20, 1985

On M=y 13, 1985, H.Res. 168, a resolution of inquiry, was referred to the .

Permanent Select Comittee on Intelligence.

HRes. 168 would direct _t’he

Directar of Central Intelligence to provide to the House:

of the Middle Past.”

“all documents and factual information in the
possession of the Central Intelligence Agency relating to
covert training or other support, during the past year, of
conterterrorist. units {(including any Lebanese in?ellxgence
personnel), if a purpose of such training was action
2gainst anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts

-

The Comittee wishes to review all relevant doamem;s and int;w%e« all
knowledgeable personnel concerning the subject matter o the resolution as
well as any related programs or activities of the »gency in Lebanon. The
staff of the Comittee has already met with the Dq.:uty erect.ot for Operations
and his staff on the subject of the resolution to identify some of the
raterjals that would be most helpful to the Comittee.

Under the Riles of the House, the Camittee has fourteen legislative 3ays,

beginning May 14, to act on this measure.

The Committee would greatly

appreciate your yesponse to the Comittee’s specific requests as soon as. )
possible, byt no’later than Friday, May 31, in‘order to allow time for final .-
consideration of H.Res. 168. The Comittee, of course, would appreciate
receiving as moch of the information it has requested prior to the May 23

Comnittee hearing scheduled on H.Res. 168.

X
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A copy of the resolution is amc:looed for your’ refere\ge A similar
resolution of inquiry directed to the President, H.Res » w2s introduced on

May 14. The Coomittee has requested the comment of the President on that
resaolution but will rely pcincipally on the sutaissions made by the Mgency and c

the Departments of Defense and State in making its determination concerning
both resalutions. A copy of H.Res. 171 is also enclosed -for your reference.

With best wishes, I ap

" Si Yy yours,
’ » H. Haxilton
’ Chairman
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99tH CONGRESS
o H, RES. 168

Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the House of Repre-
sentatives documents and factual information in possession of the Central
Intelligence Agency about covert training or other support during the past
year for counterterrorist units in the Middle East.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 13, 1985

Mr. Epwarps of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, and Mr. MINETA)
submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence

RESOLUTION

Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the
House of Representatives documents and factual informa-
tion in possession of the Central Intelligence Agency about
covert training or other support during the past year for
counterterrorist units in the Middle East.

1 Resolved, That the Director of Central Intelligence is
directed to provide to the House of Representatives all docu-
ments and factual information in the possession of the Central

Intelligence Agency relating to covert training or other sup-

port, during the past year, of counterterrorist units (including

D O B W N

any Lebanese intelligence personnel), if a purpose of such



2

1 training or support was action against anti-American terror-
2 ists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East.
©)
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99t CONGRESS
18T SESSION H. RES. 1 7 1

Requesting the President to provide to the House of Representatives documents
and factual information in his possession or under his control relating to
certain counterterrorist units which received covert training or other support
from the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 14, 1985

Mr. Epwarbps of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, Mr. MINETA, and Mr.
SEIBERLING) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence

RESOLUTION

Requesting the President to provide to the House of Represent-
atives documents and factual information in his possession
or under his control relating to certain counterterrorist units
which received covert training or other support from the
United States.

1 Resolved, That the President is requested to provide to
the House of Representatives _,;11 documents and factual infor-
mation in his possession or under his control relating to coun-
terterrorist units (including any Lebanese intelligence person-

nel) which received, during the period beginning on J anuary
1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985, covert training or

-3 4 Ot B W N

other support from the United States to engage in action



2
1 against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of
2 the Middle East.

@)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 22, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: BOB KIMMITT .
-
FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKEM
SUBJECT: Chairman Lee Hamilton's Request for

the Administration's Comments on
H. Res. 171 and H. Res. 168

We just received the attached letter from Lee Hamilton,
Chairman of the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence,
requesting the Administration's comments on two measures.

NSC has received informal copies of this letter today so it may
already be receiving attention. This is to formally request
NSC's recommended response. Noting that Mr. Hamilton would
like our answer by Friday, May 31, we would appreciate
receiving your recommendation by C.0.B. Wednesday, May 29.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this inquiry.



" LEE W HAMILTON, INDIANA. CHAIRMAN

LOUIS STOKES, OMIO

DAVE McCURDY, OKLAHOMA
ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER, WISCONSIN
DAN DANIEL, VIRGINIA

ROBERT A. ROE, NEW JERSEY

GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.. CALIFORNIA
MATTHEW F. MCHUGH, NEW YORK
BERNARD J. DWYER, NEW JERSEY

B0B STUMP, ARIZONA

ANDY IRELAND, FLORIDA
HENRY J. HYDE, ILLINOIS
DICK CHENEY, WYOMING
BOB LIVINGSTON. LOUISIANA

THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR
MICHAEL J. O'NEIL, CHIEF COUNSEL
STEVEN K. BERRY, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL

The President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

@0
Room H-405, U.S. CariTOL
(202) 225-4121

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, DC 206515

May 20, 1985

20500

On May 14, 1985, H.Res. 171, a resolution of inquiry, was referred to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. H.Res. 171 would direct that the
President provide to the House:

"all documents and factual information in his possession or
under his control relating to counterterrorist units (including
any Lebanese intelligence persomnel) which received, during the
period beginning on January 1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985,
covert training or other support from the United States to
engage in action against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or
other parts of the Middle East."

The Comittee requests your comments on H.Res. 171. Under the Rules of
the House, the Committee has fourteen legislative days, beginning May 15, to

act on this measure.

The Committee would greatly appreciate your response no

later than Friday, May 31, in order to allow time for final consideration of
H.Res. 171. A copy of the resolution is enclosed for your reference.

A similar resolution of inquiry directed to the Director of Central
Intelligence, H.Res. 168, was introduced on May 13, 1985. The Committee has
requested the cooperation of the Secretaries of Defense and State as well as
the Director of Central Intelligence in considering that resolution. A copy
of H.Res. 168 is also enclosed for your reference.

With best wishes, I am

Enclosures




99t CONGRESS
18T SESSION H. RES. 1 7 1

Requesting the President to provide to the House of Representatives documents
and factual information in his possession or under his control relating to
certain counterterrorist units which received covert training or other support
from the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 14, 1985

Mr. Epwarps of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, Mr. MINETA, and Mr.
SEIBERLING) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence

RESOLUTION

Requesting the President to provide to the House of Represent-
atives documents and factual information in his possession
or under his control relating to certain counterterrorist units
which received covert training or other support from the
United States.

Resolved, That the President is requested to provide to
the House of Representatives ,Eu documents and factual infor-
mation in his possession or under his control relating to coun-
terterrorist units (including any Lebanese intelligence person-

nel) which received, during the period beginning on J anuary
1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985, covert training or

- O Ot B W NN -

other support from the United States to engage in action

1
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1 against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of
2 the Middle East.
@)
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99tH CONGRESS
10 |, RES. 168

Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the House of Repre-

Mr.

sentatives documents and factual information in possession of the Central
Intelligence Agency about covert training or other support during the past
year for counterterrorist units in the Middle East.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 13, 1985

Epwarps of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, and Mr. MINETA)
submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence

RESOLUTION

Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the

S Ot W N

House of Representatives documents and factual informa-
tion in possession of the Central Intelligence Agency about
covert training or other support during the past year for
counterterrorist units in the Middle East.

Resolved, That the Director of Central Intelligence is
directed to provide to the House of Representatives all docu-
ments and factual information in the possession of the Central
Intelligence Agency relating to covert training or other sup-
port, during the past year, of counterterrorist units (including

any Lebanese intelligence personnel), if a purpose of such



2

1 training or support was action against anti-American terror-
2 ists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East.
O
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THE WHITE HOLUSE 400540
WASHINGTON
June 5, 1985
MEMORANDUM FOR MAX FRIEDERSDORF
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT go|
SUBJECT: Reply to Chairman Hamilton regarding H.Res. 171.

The President has approved the attached letter (Tab A) as an
appropriate response to Chairman Hamilton.

N,
|

Attachment

Tab A - Your response to Chairman Hamilton.

Yl
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The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, to whom was
referred the resolution (H. Res. 171) requesting the President to
provide certain information to the House of Representatives con-
cernmg"wvert—trammgof counterterrorist units to act against anti-
JAmerican terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East,
having considered the same, report unfavorably thereon and rec-
ommend that the resolutxon do not pass.

~

COMMITTEE ACTION

On May 14, 1985, House Resolution 171 was introduced by the
Honorable Don Edwards and referred to the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence. The resolution requests the President to
furnish to the House all documents and factual information in his
Sosswsion which relate to covert training or other support, from

anuary 1, 1984 to May 15, 1985, of counterterrorist units (includ-
ing any Lebanese mtelhgence personnel) to engage in action
against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of the
Middle East.

Introduction of the resolution followed press allegations that the
CIA had been authorized to train and support counterterrorist
units of foreigners for strikes against suspected terrorists before
they could attack U.S. facilities in the Middle East. Immediately
after the introduction of the resolution, the committee began to
interview intelligence officials and review pertinent intelligence
documents. The purpose of this review was to determine whether
or not any evidence existed to support the charge that the United
States Government, and specifically the Central Intelligence
Agency, knew about beforehand, or was in some way responsible

51-008 O
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for, a March 8, 1985 bombing incident in Beirut, Lebanon that
caused the loss of at least 80 lives and 100 other casualties.

On June 12, the committee met in closed session to consider the
resolution. After a discussion of the information derived from its
review, the committee ordered the resolution reported adversely.

BACKGROUND

The committee's understanding of the concern which underlies
the introduction of House Resolution 171 is that U.S. counterterror-
ism policy not stoop to the tactics of terrorism in seeking to pre-
vent it. The issue posed by the resolution of inquiry is a serious
one. It relates to the U.S. policy in countering terrorism, about
which there is as yet no clear national consensus. ;

The committee's review has uncovered no evidence that any U.S.
intelligence agency—any U.S. Government agency—has encour-
aged or participated in any terrorist activity in Lebanon. Further,
the committee was able to discover no evidence that any U.S. intel-
ligence agency had foreknowledge of the March 8 bombing outside
the residence of Sheik Hussein Fadlallah.

Without addressing the specifics of the allegations raised in con-
nection with this deplorable terrorist event, the committee states
that its review of relevant documents and files and its interview of
apgroprinte government officials leads to the conclusion that no
U.S. Government complicity, direct or indirect, can be established
with respect to the March 8 bombing in Beirut.

COMMITTEE POSITION

On June 12, 1985, the Permanent Select Committee on Inteflis
gence, a quotum being present, ordered the resolution réported ad-
versely by voice vote.

oversiont riNpinNGs

With redpect to clause 2(1X3XA) of Rule X1 of the House of Repre
dentatives, the committee's findings and recorimendations concern-
ing House Resolution 171 are contained in the body of this report.

FISCAL YEAR COST PROJECTIONS

With respect to clause 2(1X3XB) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives and section 308(a) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974, this resolution does not provide new budget’ authority or tax
expenditures,

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTIMATE

With respect to clause 2(1x3¥C) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the committee has received no report from the Congres-
siohal Budget Office.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

With respect to clause 2(1x3xD) of rule XI of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the committee has not received a report from the Com-

et
l\\

mittee on Government Operations pertaining to the subject of this
resolution. .

o





