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MICHAEL J. cntEJL. CHIEF COUNSEL 
ITEVIN It IIEJUIY. ASSOCIATI COUNSEL 

'lhe President 
The lhl te House 
Washington, D.C. 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

20500 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

May 20, 1985 

Dear Mr. President: 

ROOM H--4O5, U.S. CAPITOL 
(2021 22~ 121 

On May 14, 1985, H.Res. 171, a resolution of inquiry, was referred to the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. H.Res. 171 would direct that the 
President provide to the Hoose: 

"all documents and factual information in his p:>ssession or 
under his CX>ntrol 'relating to counterterrorist units {including 
any ~ese intelligence personnel) which received, during the 
period beginning on January 1, 1984 and ending ori May 15, 1985, 
covert training or other supp:>rt £ran the United States to 
engage in action against anti-American terrorists in I.ebanon or 
other parts of the Middle Ea.st." 

The Committee requests your cx:>rnments on H.Res. 171. Under the Rules of 
the House, the Connnittee has fourteen legislative days, beginning May 15, to 
act on this measure. The Carnnittee would greatly appreciate your resp::>nse no 
later than Friday, May 31, in order to allc,,./ time for final consideration of 
H.Res. 171. A COP:f of the resolution is enclosed for your reference. 

A similar resolution of inquiry directed to the Director of Central 
Intelligence, H.Res. 168, was introduced on May 13, 1985. The Ccmmittee has 
requested the cooperation of the Secretaries of Defense and State as well as 
the Director of Central Intelligence in considering that resolution. A cow 
of H.Res. 168 is also enclosed 4for your reference. 

With best wishes, I am 

Enclosures 
: I i • ·_•, I 

Lee H. Hamilton 
Chairman 

,s 
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· U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
KAI.U.HE.H'T SEUCl COlilMrTTEt 
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wA.$HtHGTOI(. oc 20111 

thy 20, 1985 

H:n:lrahle William J. Casey · 
Direict.cx of Oentru · mt.el.ligeooe. 
~ D.C. 20505 

Ie.ar Hr. Dire=tor: 

.. . 

8S- 2073 

Cb M!y U, 1985, H.J>.es. 168, a re:901utlon of inquiry, was referred to the 
Pena:t,er,t ·Se.le::..t O:mzm.ittee en Intelligence. H.ie.. 168 wc:w..d direct the 
Director of Central. In~lligeuce to pr-ovide to · the H::::JUse: 

. 
•All document.I! and factual information in the 

p:>eses15icri of the Central Intelligence ~'£."Y re.l11ti.03 to 
~ training or other s\Jf¥)rt, dur!N3 the pa.st year, of 
co.Jnterterrorist. unit.a {incltrling ury 1..ebanes&e intelligence 
pereoonel), if a p.upos.e of sud, trainin3 wa.a 6ction 
against Anti-haerioan terrorist.II in Lebanon or other parts 
of the Kiddle East.• 

"'the Coa:aitt.ee wishes tG review all relevant, d:x-uments and intervie-, all · 
knowledge.able pe.rscnnel ccnoe.rning the subject satter of the resoluticn as 
well ~ any rel11ted progra=s or activities of the J,qeocy in Lebanc:n. · 'The • 
staff of the Comu ttee has. already tnet with the Dep.Jty Director for ~rations 
Al"rl hi!f st.aff on the subject of the re:90lution to identify soae of the 
Slate.ria.l.lJ ~t would be most helpful to the Cbm:,Jttee. 

lhder the Jules of the· 1-bu5e, the Ccmmitt.ee has fo.lrteen legislative ~ys. 1 
begif'Vlirq Hay 14, to act on this measure. n-.e ~tt..ee ~ld g-reatly 
a.wr eciate your response to the Comlitt.ee•s specific requests as scon as 
~sibl~, b..tt rc·1ater than f'ri&y, K-3:y 31', in.~ocder t.o allo.,., t.i~ for fi~l · •• 
o:rlSideration of H.Res. 168. 4nle O::mnit.tee, of course, would appreciate ' 
receiving a.a 111..>Cfl of the infonr::iat.ion it has requested ,pcior- t:o the May 23 
O:lollit:tee hearing sche:lule:i on H.Res.· 168. 



-2-

A CXJP.1' of the resolutioo i• e-rlCloeed for your· r-eferenpe. A aimilar 
ceaolutiai of inquiry directed to the President, H.Res. 1,1, was introductd on 
Hay 14. 1he Comn.ittee has requested the O:mlient of the President m that c 
R:90lutlcn bJt will rely pcinclpa.lly en the •~uicna ~ b)' the lgf!nt:.y eld 
the ~tis of Defense and St:Ate in IDAlclng It.a determinat.icn cxnccrning 
b:,th resolutions. A copy of H.Raa. 171 is ~lea enclOMd -for your reference. 

With .best wishes, I • 

_--:-,1; -

--
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99TH CONGRESS H RES 168 1ST SESSION • • 
Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the House of Repre­

sentatives documents and factual information in possession of the Central 
Intelligence Agency about covert training or other support during the past 
year for counterterrorist units in the Middle East. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

M.A_y 13, 1985 

Mr. EDWARDS of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, and Mr. MlNETA) 

submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

RESOLUTION 
Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the 

House of Representatives documents and factual inf orma­

tion in possession of the Central Intelligence Agency about 

covert training or other support during the past year for 

counterterrorist units in the Middle East. 

1 Resolved, That the Director of Central Intelligence is 

2 directed to provide to the House of Representatives all docu-

3 ments and factual information in the possession of the Central 

4 Intelligence Agency relating to covert training or other sup-

5 port, during the past year, of counterterrorist units (including 

6 any Lebanese intelligence personnel), if a purpose of such 



"\ 

2 

1 training or support was action against anti-American terror-

2 ists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East. 
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99TH CONGRESS H RES 171 1ST SESSION • • 
Requesting the President to provide to the House of Representatives documents 

and factual information in his possession or under his control relating to 
certain counterterrorist units which received covert training or other support 
from the United States. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 14, 1985 

Mr. EDWARDS of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, Mr. MiNETA, and Mr. 
SEIBERLING) rubmitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 

RESOLUTION 
Requesting the President to provide to the House of Represent­

atives documents and factual information in his possession 

or under .his control relating to certain counterterrorist units 

which received covert training or other support from the 

United States. 

1 Resolved, That the President is requested to provide to 

2 the House of Representatives /all documents and factual infor-

3 mation in his possession or under his control relating to coun-

4 terterrorist units (including any Lebanese intelligence person-

5 nel) which received, during the period beginning on January 

6 1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985, covert training or 

7 other support from the United States to engage in action 
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1 against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of 

2 the Middle East. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

May 22, 1985 

BOB KIMMITT 
' 

KATHY RATTE JAFFKE ~ 
Chairman Lee Hamilton's Request for 
the Administration's Comments on 
H. Res. 171 and H. Res. 168 

We just received the attached letter from Lee Hamilton, 
Chairman of the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, 
requesting the Administration's comments on two measures. 

NSC has received informal copies of this letter today so it may 
, already be receiving attention. This is to formally request 

NSC's recommended response. Noting that Mr. Hamilton would 
like our answer by Friday, May 31, we would appreciate 
receiving your recommendation by c.o.B. Wednesday, May 29. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this inquiry. 



UE H. ,HAMILTON. INDIANA, CHAIRMAN 

LOUIS itotcu, OHIO 
DAVE MCCUIIDY, OKI.AHOMA 
Alffl40NY C. IEILDISON, CAUFORNIA 
ROBERT W. KASTfNMEIER, WISCONSIN 
DAN DANIEL. VIRGINIA 
AOIERT A. 110£. NEW JERSEY 
GEORGE L IIIOWN. Jll.. CALIFORNIA 
MATTHEW F. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
IERNAIID .I. DWYER, NEW JERSEY 

IOI STUMP'. AIIIZONA 
AHOY IRELAHD, R.ORJDA 
HENIIY J . HYO£. IUINOIS 
DIClt CHENEY. WYOMING 
IOI LMNGSTON. LOUISIANA 
IOI McEWEN. OHIO 

THOMAS It. LATIMER. STAFF DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL J. O'NEIL. CHIEF COUNSEL 
S~N It. IEIUIY. ASSOCIATt COUNSEL 

The President 
The lmi te House 
Washington, D.C. 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

20500 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

May 20, 1985 

~Mr.President: 

ROOM H-40S, U.S. c,-,iroL 
(202) 22µ121 

On May 14, 1985, H.Res. 171, a resolution of inquiry, was referred to the 
Permanent Select Conmrlttee on Intelligence. H.Res. 171 would direct that the 
President provide to the House: 

"all docum~ts and factual information in his p::>ssession or 
under his control relating to counterterrorist units (including 
any ~ese intelligence personnel) which received, during the 
period beginning on January 1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985, 
covert training or other support £ran the United States to 
engage in action against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or 
other p:rrts of the Middle F.ast." 

The Camnittee requests your comments on H.Res. 171. Under the Rules of 
the House, the Committee has fourteen legislative days, beginning May 15, to 
act on this measure. The Caranittee would greatly appreciate your resp:mse no 
later than Friday, May 31, in order to allCM time for final consideration of 
H.Res. 171. A COP.f of the resolution is enclosed for your reference. 

A similar 1:esolution of inquiry directed to the Director of Central 
Intelligence, H.Res. 168, was introouced on May 13, 1985. The Carcmittee has 
requested the c::x:x:>peration of the Secretaries of Iefense and State as well as 
the Director of Central Intelligence in considering that resolution. A COP.f 

of H.Res. 168 is also enclosed for your reference. 

With best wishes, I am 

Enclosures 
': . . 

.. Ii : : I 

mWL 
Lee H. Hamilton 
Olairman 



IV 

99TH CONGRESS H RES 171 1ST SESSION • • 
Requesting the President to provide to the House of Representatives documents 

and factual information in his possession or under his control relating to 
certain counterterrorist units which received covert training or other support 
from the United States. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 14, 1985 

Mr. EDWARDS of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, Mr. MlNETA, and Mr. 
SEIBERLING) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 

RESOLUTION 
Requesting the President to provide to the House of Represent­

atives documents and factual information in his possession 

or under .his control relating to certain counterterrorist units 

which received covert training or other support from the 

United States. 

1 Resolved, That the President is requested to provide to 

2 the House of Representatives /all documents and factual infor-

3 mation in his possession or under his control relating to coun-

4 terterrorist units (including any Lebanese intelligence person-

5 nel) which received, during the period beginning on January 

6 1, 1984 and ending on May 15, 1985, covert training or 

7 other support from the United States to engage in action 



2 

1 against anti-American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of 

2 the Middle East. 
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99TH CONGRESS H RES 168 1ST SESSION • • 
Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the House of Repre­

sentatives documents and factual information in possession of the Central 
Intelligence Agency about covert training or other support during the past 
year for counterterrorist units in the Middle East. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 13, 1985 

Mr. EDWARDS of California (for himself, Mrs. SCHROEDER, and Mr. MlNETA) 

submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

RESOLUTION 
Directing the Director of Central Intelligence to provide to the 

House of Representatives documents and factual informa­

tion in possession of the Central Intelligence Agency about 

covert training or other support during the past year for 

counterterrorist units in the Middle East. 

1 Resolved, That the Director of Central Intelligence is 

2 directed to provide to the House of Representatives all docu-

3 ments and factual information in the possession of the Central 

4 Intelligence Agency relating to covert training or other sup-

5 port, during the past year, of counterterrorist units (including 

6 any Lebanese intelligence personnel), if a purpose· of such 
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2 

1 training or support was action against anti-American terror-

2 ists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East. 
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f HE. WHITE HOLSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 5, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT lSc,l,_.. 

ICS-IV 
400540 

SUBJECT: Reply to Chairman Hamilton regarding H.Res. 171. 

The President has approved the attached letter (Tab A) as an 
appropriate response to Chairman Hamilton. 

Attachment 

Tab A - Your response to Chairman Hamilton. 
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REOOLUTION OF INQUIRY 00.NCEBNJNG TERRORIST 
BOMBINGS IN BEIRUT, LEBANON. 

1 . •• • • •• • -... . -' -- -- - \. -• . 

- -· ~c ., ·: 
JUNE 12, 1985.-Referred to the House Calendar and.....,. to lie printed . . , 

... 

. . Mr. ~~;.:;"r;~m the p~~an~tSelectCmzimittee.on . . ·· :.: 
· · ., . Intelligence, submitted the following ··~< ;· ·_ .. ·:_·_,,- .-

:ADVERSE REPORT : . .. ·.-• ·- . ·-: :~:·:.;_ 
- --- -/::·.- :. • .... _ .:":-':· ... .._r- . 

' .. . ·~ .. .. .. - .. , . - - , .- ... ·;,:_::: : . ... 
'. , • . .. • [To aa':ompany H. Res. l71J :· .. · · - . _ ·: •. i • 

The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligenoe., t.o whom was 
referred the resolution (H. Res. 171) requesting the President to 
provide certain information to the House of Representatives con­
cerni.ng-coverHrag--0f countert.errorist units to act against anti­
.American terrorists in Lebanon or other parts of the Middle East, 
having considered the same, report unfavorably thereon and rec­
ommend that the resolution do not pass. 

COMMITI'EE ACI'ION 

· On May 14, 1985, House Resolution 171 was introduced by the 
Honorable Don Edwards and referred to the Permanent Select 

· Committee on Intelligence. The resolution requests the President to 
furnish to the House all documents and factual information in his 
possession which relate to covert training or other support. from 
January 1, 1984 to May 15, 1985, of counterterrorist units (includ­
ing any Lebanese intelligence personnel) to engage in action 
against anti-American terrorists m Lebanon or other parts of the 
Middle East. 

Introduction of the resolution followed press allegations that the 
CIA had been authorized to train and support counterterrorist 
units of foreigners for strikes against suspected terrorists before 
they could attack U.S. facilities in the Middle East. Immediately 
after the introduction of the resolution, the committee began to 
interview intelligence officials and review pertinent intelligence 
documents. The purpose of this review was to determine whether 
or not any evidence existed to support the charge that the United 
States Government, and specifically the Central Intelligence 
Agency, knew about beforehand, or was in some way responsible 

51--008 0 
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for, a March 8, 1985 bombing incident ln Beirut, Lebanon that 
caused the 1088 of at lea!Jt 80 lives and 100 other casualties. 

On June 12, the committee met in cloaed session to consider the 
resolution. After a discussion of the information derived from its 
review, the committee ordered the N!t!Olution reported adversely. 

JIACl[O R0UN1) 

The committee's underetanrung or the concern which underlies 
the introduction of House Resolution 171 ia that U.S. counter-terror­
ism policy not stoop to the tactics of terrorism in seeking to pre­
vent it. The i68Ue poeed by the ffllOlution of inquiry ia a serious 
one. It relates to the U.S . policy in countering terrorism, about 
which there is as yet no clear national consensus. • 

The committee's review hos uncovered no evidence that any U.S. 
intelligence agency-any U.S. Government agency-has encour­
aged or participated in any terrorist activity in Lebanon. Further, 
the committee was able to discover no evidence that any U.S. intel­
ligence agency had foreknowledge of the March 8 bombing outside 
the residence of Sheik Hussein Fadlallah. 

Without addressing the specifics of the allegations raised in con­
nection with thia deplorable terrorist event, the committee 5tatee 
that its review of relevant documents and files and its interview of 
appropriate government officials leads to the concl118ion that no 
U .S. Government complicity, direct or indirect, can be established 
with rel!pect to the March 8 bombing in Beirut. 

COMMITTEE PO!!fflON 

On June 12, 1986, the Permanent Select Committee on lnt.elll• 
gence, a qtJotum beln1J present, orderM the resolution rlportt:d ad• 
vereely by voice vote. 

ott1U11ottt t1NDINtf 

With ~~t to cl11u1e ~IX3XA I or Rule xt nt the Houll4! of ltepr. 
lk!ntntivt!l, the c:c,tnrnlttl!e's tmdlngs dnd recommendations concern• 
Ing Houtil! Ret10IUtion 171 ate contained In the body of this report. 

FISCAL YEAR C08T PROJECMONS 

With respect to clause 2tll!3l<Bl of rule XI of the House of Repre­
sentative, and section 308/al of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974, this resolution does not provide new budget' authority or tax 
expenditures. 

CONORES9IONA-L BUDGET omcg EIITIMAff 

With respect to clause 2'1K3XCl of rule XI of the House of Repre­
&1"ntntivet1. the committee hRs rN:eived no report from the Congres­
$ional Budget Office. 

RF.C"O~MENDATlONS OP' TH! COMMl'l"l'ER ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

With r!!spect to clause 2<1K:JXDl of rule XI of the House of Repre­
sPntatives. the committee has not received a report from the Com-

3 

mittee on Government Operations pertaining to the 1ubject or thil 
1'1!90Jution. 
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