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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COU~CIL 

October 2, 1981 

RAMONA SMITH tf c: 
ROBERT SCHWEITZER ~ 
RAYMOND TANTER r<__-r 

American Lebanese League 
Monday, October 5, 1981 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
The Family Theater 

This is to confirm that Robert Schweitzer and Raymond Tanter 
will brief 65 members of the American Lebanese League, headed 
by Jack Basil, on Monday, October 5 from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in 
the White House Family Theater. A public address system is 
requested. 

If you need more information, please contact Natalie Wozniak 
at x3491. 

Thank you. 
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LEBANESE WESTERN HEMISPHERE CONGRESS 

Capital Hilton Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

October 3 - 6, 1981 

Saturday, October 3 

1300-1800 Joint Meeting of American Lebanese League (ALL) Board of Directors 
and Latin American Delegations 

2000-2230 Reception and Buffet at Home of Robert Basil, Chairman of ALL 

Sunday, October 4 

1000-1100 Celebration of Liturgy at Hotel Capital Hilton 

1130-1245 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1300-1730 Joint Meeting of ALL Board and Latin American Delegations 

1830-1945 Informal Cocktail Hour 

2000- Fayrouz and Ensemble at Kennedy Center (Personal Arrangement) 

Monday, October 5 

1000-1130 Meeting and Briefing at Organization of American States (OAS) 

1145-1330 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1400-1800 Meetings of Representative ALL and Latin American Delegations 
with Office of Vice President, Department of State, National 
Security Council 

1830-1930 Reception at Capital Hilton Hotel 

1930-2130 Banquet at Capital Hilton Hotel (Hosted by ALL) 

Tuesday, October 6 

I 

0930-1130 Meetings with Respective Ambassadors of Country Delegations 

1145-1330 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1400-1545 Meeting with Congressmen, Room 2337, Rayburn House Office Building 
(RHOB) 

1600-1745 Meeting with Senators, Room 357, Russell Senate Office Building (RSOB) 
(Refreshments will be served) 

1800-1930 Visit with the Ambassador of Lebanon 
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American Lebanese League - P.O. Box 57163 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Honorable Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Aller.: 

Phonei (202} 822-0620 

September 24, 1981 

The American Lebanese League (ALL) is sponsoring a Lebanese Western 
Hemisphere Congress to take place at the Capital Hi lton Hotel, Washington, 
D.C . , October 3 through~. 1981 . 

Prominent Latin Ameri can Lebanese (goverr.~ent officials, diplomats, 
businessmen, lawyers and industrialists) representing Lebanese from many 
South and Central American nations will join American (U.S.) Lebanese to 
consider ways and means to help Lebanon · and to present to the U.S . Govern­
ment a united position on Lebanon and Middle East peace. 

We should like very much to meet with you to discuss the critically 
important question of Lebanese security and stability and their impact on 
the policy which the Administration is shaping for the region. 

Looking forward to a favorable reply and with every good wish, we are 

Elias T. Saadi, M.O. 
President 

S-B:jhf 

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Basil 
Chairman 
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Ray Tanter Talking Points 

U.S. goals in Lebanon: 

Maintain ceasefire 
Promote National reconciliation 
Expand authority of Central Government 
Reduce foreign presence 
Encourage regional states to carry out these goals 
rather than for the U.S. to be the initiator itself. 
To see that Lebanon is a thriving free and pro-Western 
democracy as it once was. 

The Administration is for peace for all of Lebanon not just 
the South and the Administration is proud to Le a party to 
the cessation of hostilities in the South and has not lost 
sight of the need for a political settlement for all of 
Lebanon. 

has 
U.S./historical relationship with the democratic and pro-Western 
Lebanon. 

is 
U.S. commitment/to the freedom, sovereignty and integrity of 
Lebanon (including the preservation of a free and secure 
Chrisitian community. 

U.S. supports free and open national elections -- free from 
outside interference (Syria) . 

Lebanese authority should be strong so that it can control 
terrorism and violence by outside parties. 
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I DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhlnrton, o.c. 20520 

C C TC ~~!? 2 -1981 

Dear Mr. Findley: 

I am writing in response to your letter of August 3 
in which you inquired whether we had determined a violation 
of the 1952 U.S.-Israeli Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement \ 
occurred when U.S.-supplied aircraft were used to shoot down 
two Syrian helicopters in Lebanon. You also inquired about 
whether a report on the bombing of Palestinian targets in 
Beirut by Israeli aircraft will be sent to Congress. 

The provisions of the Arms Export Control Act require 
that the President must report to the Congress if a sub­
stantial violation of the 1952 Agreement may have occurred 
as a result of using U.S.-supplied equipment in the raid. 
As I indicated in my letter of August 7 to you, the Act 
does not require any further action of the President in 
making a determination as to whether a violation occurred. 
More specifically, Section (3) (A) of the Act states that 
a country shall be deemed to be ineligible under subpara­
graph (A) of paragraph (1) or both subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of such paragraph in the case of a violation described 
in both such paragraphs, if the President so determines and 
so reports in writing to the Congess, or if the Congress so 
determines by a joint resolution. 

As you know, following the June 7 Israeli air attack I 
' 

on the Iraqi rea~the President suspended the scheduled 
delivery of four F- 15 ircraft to Israel pending further study 
of the Israeli ac · in Beirut. During the visit of Prime 
Minister Begin September 9-11 extensive discussions on Lebanon 
were held. We emphasized throughout that the July 24 ceasefire 
must be preserved and strengthened. We stressed to the Israelis 
our belief that the Bayt ad ' Din Committee was making progress 
and that it was in the interest of all concerned to support 
the committee's efforts. The Israelis agreed that it was 
imperative that work proceed simultaneously on improving the 
situation in the south and addressing the more general problem 
of national reconciliation. 

The Honorable 
Paul Findley, 

House of Representatives. 
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Under these compelling circumstances, we have refrained 
from making a formal report under Section 3(c) of the Act, 
and we believe the Act allows us sufficient flexibility in · 
this regard. Nonetheless, to satisfy the purpose of the Act, 
we have throughout this period kept the appropriate Congressional 
committees fully informed on these events and on U.S. efforts 
to contribute to a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

I hope this information will answer the questions raised 
in your August 3 letter and your cable of July 22 to the 
President. The Department will continue to examine all aspects 
of use of u.s.-supplied weaponry in Lebanon and will keep the 
Congress fully informed in the event of any furthe~ developments. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard ;ai~ks 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 
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The Vice President 
Washington, D.C. 
20501 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Phone: (202) 822-0620 

September 24, 1981 

The American Lebanese League (ALL) is sponsoring a Lebanese Western 
Hemisphere Congress to take place at the Capital Hilton Hotel, Washington, 
D.C., October 3 through 6, 1981. 

Prominent Latin American Lebanese (government officials, diplomats, 
businessmen, lawyers, educators and industrialists) representing Lebanese 
from many South and Central American nations will join American (U.S.) 
Lebanese to consider ways and means to help Lebanon and to present to the 
U.S. Government a united position on Lebanon and Middle East peace. 

We would be most appreciative of an opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss the critically important question of Lebanese security and stabil­
ity and their impact on the policy which the Administration is shaping for 
the region . 

American Lebanese are keenly aware of your continuing interest in the 
concerns and problems of Lebanon and U.S.-Lebanese relations, and are grate­
ful for your efforts. 

Looking forward to a favorable reply and with every good wish, we are 

Elias T. Saadi, M.D. 
President 

S-B:mgt 

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Basil 
Chairman 



MAILGRAM TO VP BUSH, 9/28/81 

MAILGRAM TO SECRETARY HAIG, 9/28/81 

THE AMERICAN LEBANESE LEAGUE IS SPONSORING A LEBANESE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

CONGRESS AT THE CAPITAL HILTON HOTEL, WASHINGTON D.C., OCT. 3 - 6, 1981. 

PROMINENT LATIN AMERICAN LEBANESE REPRESENTING LEBANESE IN MANY LATIN 

AMERICAN NATIONS WILL JOIN U.S. LEBANESE TO CONSIDER WAYS AND MEANS TO 

HELP LEBANON AND TO PRESENT A UNITED POSITION ON LEBANON AND MIDDLE 

EAST PEACE. 

AS IN OUR LETTER TO YOU OF SEPTEMBER 24 (OR 25) , WE REQUEST AN OPPOR­

TUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU TO DISCUSS THE VITALLY IMPORTANT QUESTION OF 

LEBANESE SECURITY AND STABILITY AND THEIR IMPACT ON ADMINISTRATION 

POLICY IN THE REGION. 

WITH EVERY GOOD WISH, WE ARE 

ELIAS T. SAADI, M.D. 

PRESIDENT 

SINCERELY, 

ROBERT A. BASIL 

CHAIRMAN 



LEBANESE WESTERN HEMISPHERE CONGRESS 

Capital Hilton Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

October 3 - 6, 1981 

Saturday, October 3 

1300-1800 Joint Meeting of American Lebanese League (ALL) Board of Directors 
and Latin American Delegations 

2000-2230 Reception and Buffet at Home of Robert Basil, Chairman of ALL 

Sunday, October 4 

1000-1100 Celebration of Liturgy at Hotel Capital Hilton 

1130-1245 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1300-1730 Joint Meeting of ALL Board and Latin American Delegations 

1830-1945 Informal Cocktail Hour 

2000- Fayrouz and Ensemble at Kennedy Center (Personal Arrangement) 

Monday, October 5 

1000-1130 Meeting and Briefing at Organization of American States (OAS) 

1145-1330 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1400-1800 Meetings of Representative ALL and Latin American Delegations 
with Office of Vice President, Department of State, National 
Security Council 

1830-1930 Reception at Capital Hilton Hotel 

1930-2130 Banquet at Capital Hilton Hotel (Hosted by ALL) 

Tuesday, October 6 

0930-1130 Meetings with Respective Ambassadors of Country Delegations 

1145-1330 Lunch (Personal Arrangement) 

1400-1545 Meeting with Congressmen, Room 2337, Rayburn House Office Building 
(RHOB) 

1600-1745 Meeting with Senators, Room 357, Russell Senate Office Building (RSOB) 
(Refreshments will be served) 

1800-1930 Visit with the Ambassador of Lebanon 
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1. MR. EIM>ND KHAYAT: AMBASSAOOR OF LEBANON TO ARGENTINA 
2 . MR. ALEXANDRE ALBERT ADEM: V. P. OF CLUB LOS CEDROS, TREASURER OF WLCU 
3. MR. MARCELO RAFAEL BESTANI: HONORARY CONSUL OF LEBANON IN TRUCUMAN, ARGENTINA 
4. DR. ANTONIO EBAICH tvDRENO::FORMER NATIONAL SENATOR OF ARGENTINA 
5. DR. ALBERTO YUNES: M.D. CClv!MITIEE OF SOLIDARITY FOR LEBANON 
6. MR. JUAN SALIBA: V.P. OF THE WLCU, BUENOS AIRES 
7. MR. ERNESTO SALIBA: DELEGATE WLCU IN BUENOS AIRES 
8. MRS. AURELIA AHUALI DE MORENO: WLCU, TUCUM)N, ARGENTINA 
9. MRS. DELIA SARQUIS DE DANTUR: SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CLUB LIBANESE, Bllfilt)S AIRES 

10. MRS. LAURICE ACKHAR DE CALRJN: Ca+IITIEE OF DIRECTORS CLUB LIBANESE. 
11. MISS MARIA EUGENIA BESTANI: WLCU, TUCIWN, ARGENTINA 
12. MISS LIDIA BARBARA SARQUIS: Ca.1MITIEE OF ASSISTANCE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE 

LEBANESE LADIES IN ARGENTINA 
13. DR. ALFREDO GARIBALDI ABUD: PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE WLCU (WORLD 

LEBANESE CULTURAL UNION) OF ARGENTINA 
14. MR. ANTONIO JOSE ZIADE: MEMBER OF THE WLCU AND THE CLUB LEBANESE BUENOS AIRES 



COUNTRY: BRAZIL --- • 
(1_ .... 11/J~ (/11? /J•. })e.. J~ 

1 DR. FARID SAMAHA.:~~ ~.J/'rd /) 2: DR. FOUAD AOUN : ~ ~ /&.t.~ ., ('Q4- ~CUL6 
3. DR. ABERTO BUZAID: EX MINISTRO DU .n.JSTICA DEL BRA.SIL 
4. SENORA JUDITH BUZAID 
5. DR. RAMEZ ABOU REZK: PRESIDENTE CLUB ATLETICO M:>NTE LIBANO DE SAO PAULO 
6 . DR. MARI 0 JERMANOS: EXP RES I DENTE DE LA ca.1PANIA DE A VI AC ION BRAS I LERA 

VASP & EXPRESIDENfE DE TRA.NSPORTE EN C(Jv1(JN DEL 
ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 

7. DR . .n.JAN AMARO: ABOGADO, EXPRESIDENTE ASOCIACION MERONITA 
8. DR. ROBERT DUAILIBI: EMPRESARIO, PROFESOR EN CCMUNICACION E INFORMACION DE 

LA UNIVERSIDAD DE SAU PAULO 
9. DR. FARID GHATTAS: INDUSTRIAL 

10. DR. FARID GHOLMIE: ABOGADO, EXPRESIDENTE CLUB, MERJEYOUN DEL BRASIL 
11. DR. TONY MALUF: EMPRESARIO, EXPRESIDENTE ZAHLE CLUB 
12. SR RAMEZ SAADE: VICE PRESIDENTE CLUB MONTE LIBANO DE RIO 
13. MR. KHATTAR RECHOUAN: PRESIDENTE LIGA LIBANESA DE BRAZIL 
14. SRA.TERESA GASPARD DE SAADE 
15. DR. ALBERTO BOUMACHOR: VICE PRESIDENTE JURIDICIO CLUB K)NTE LIBANO, RIO 
16. SR. ALFREDO SAAD, EMPRESARIO 
17. GERMANUS MADI 



COUNTRY: CHILE 

1. MR. ISMAEL ESTEFAN: PRESIDENT' CONTINENTAL CQ'v1MITTEE OF THE WLCU 
2. MR. MARCELO ZALAQUEIT: PRESIDENT OF TI-IE CIRCULA LI BANES OF SANTIAGO 
3. MRS. MARCELO ZALAQUEIT: (WAS NOT MENTIONED IN THE SECOND TELEGRAM) 
4. MR. FERNANDO ZALAQUETT: SEC. OF CIRCULO LEBANESE 
5. MR. JOSE MUSA 
6. MR. SAMI BAROUDI: INFORMATION ADVISOR 
7. MR. NATALIO SAOUMA (ADDED IN 1HE SECOND TELEGRAM) 
8. DR. ALBERTO SFEIR: PRESIDENT CIRCULA LIBANES 



COUNrRY: COLOMBIA 

1. MR . ANTONIO MJANACK: FORMER DIPLOMAT 
2. MR. CAMILLE AKL: FORMER LEBANESE DEPITTY 
3 . MR. ANTONIO SUCCAR 
4. MR. NICOLAS LIBOS 
5. MR. PEDRO SAFI 



COUNTRY: ECUADOR 

1. MR. SALIM OOUMET: PRESIDENT OF 11-IE CCMHITEE OF SOLIDARITY FOR LEBANON 
2. MR. ANTONIO ABIHAIDAR 
3. MR. JOAQUIN ANTON 
4. MR. TONY CHMK)UN 
5. MR. ELIE ASSAF 
6. MR. JUAN DOUMET: PRESIDENT OF THE LEBANESE UNION OF GUAYAQUIL 
7. MR. GEORGE FAYAD 
8 • MR. NAIM ISAIAS: BANKER 
9. MR. SAMI EL KHOURY: HONORARY CONSUL OF LEBANON IN QUITO, ECUADOR 

10. MR. NAYIB EL KREB 
11. MR. BAHJAT NADER 
12. MR. OSCAR NADER 
13. MR. GIDRGE NEHME 
14. MR. ISSAM SAIF 
15. MR. MAURICIO SALEM 

*11-IE 011-IER ELEVEN DELEGATES ARE FROM 11-IE LEBANESE 
UNION, IMPRESARIOS, 11-IE Ca.1MITIEE OF SOLIDARITY 
FOR LEBANON 



COUNfRY: PARAGUAY 

1. ELIAS MAJUL ARMELI: PRESIDENT UNION LEBANESE 



COUNTRY: PERU 

1. MR. MIGUEL NOSSAR 
2. MR. ELIAS MUFARRECH 
3. MR. ANTONIO KHOURY 
4. MR. WILSON MUF ARRECH 



COUNTRY: URUGUAY 

1. JUAN BASIL: PRESIDENT, NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WORLD LEBANESE UNION 



COUNTRY: VENEZUELA 

1. MR. FARID MAITAR (DR. SAADI CALLED TO RESERVE TI-IR.EE ROCMS FOR MAITAR 
AND HIS FIVE O'IHER PEOPLE FROM VENEZUELA) 
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·-Assad's Strategy 

President Assad appeax>s increasingly concerned that the Arab 
Conciliation Corrunittee on Lebanon will urge him to support a solu­
tion of the crisis there that will corronit Syria to a phased with­
drawal of its troops. He will oppose any plan that threatens 
Damascus's preeminent political influence in Lebanon. At a minimum, 
he will maintain Syria's military presence in the Bekaa Valley. 

Assad probably believes that a controlled level of 
tension in Lebanon will enable him to maintain Syrian 
leverage there and force the US and other Arabs to take 
Syria's interests into account. He knows that the 
Lebanese Government will continue to rely on Syrian forces 
to intervene in the fighting among the heavily armed f ac­
tions in Lebanon. 

To strengthen Syria's hand in Lebanon, including its 
leverage over the PLO, Damascus has created a new militia-­
the Arab Cavalier Force--backed by Assad's brother Rifaat 
and led by officers from Rifaat's elite Defense Companies. 
The group recently clashed with Palestinian-supported Mus­
lim factions in Tripoli. It may be used soon to intimidate 
Palestinian and Lebanese Muslim factions in Beirut into co­
operating more closely with the Syrians. 

Strains With Palestinians and Christians 

Syrian relations with PLO leader Arafat are again 
strained. The Syrians lost credibility in Palestinian 
eyes by not responding with military force to Israeli 
strikes against Palestinian positions in Lebanon last 
month. 

The Syrians in turn are unhappy with Arafat for~ 
cepting a cease-fire without consulting them. Assad 
~has closed 10 of Arafat's Fatah offices in yria, 
~gned additional Syrian military officers to the 
pro-Syrian Saiqa Palestinian faction, and has encouraged 
smaller Palestinian groups to oppose any decisions on the 
~uestion in which Syria does not have a voice. 

- --continued 
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Damascus also is keeping the pressure on the 
Christian Phalange Party. The Syrians apparently h.gve 
demanded that the declaration last month committing the 
Phalange to sever any ties with Israel be upheld by moni­
toring the Lebanese coastline for Israeli arms shipments. 
In addition, they demanded that the Phalange turn over its 
Israeli-supplied arms to Lebanese authorities. Phalange 
radiobroadcasts claim the Syrians are instigating clashes 
in northern Lebanon to reduce Phalange influence there. 

Strategic Considerations 

Lebanon is militarily important to the Syrians, who 
believe that control of the Bekaa Valley is necessary to 
guard against an Israeli flanking attack on Damascus from 
the west. The Syrian military presence in Lebanon also 
gives Assad the means to rein in Arafat and to keep him 
from negotiating without Syrian approval. Assad knows 
that he must retain special influence over the Palestinians 
because they constitute his principal leverage in any 
future negotiations fo~ement and the return 
of the Golan Heights. ~ 

Syrian influence in Beirut also helps to reduce the 
possibility that Lebanon might reach an unacceptable 
agreement with Israel directly. Periodic low-level clashes 
with Israeli forces in Lebanon, moreover, enable Assad 
to strengthen his credentials as the major Arab state 
confronting Israel while minimizing the risk to the 
Syrian-Israeli disengagement agreement on the Golan. 

Assad remains suspicious of US intentions in the 
region and will oppose any initiative on Lebanon unless 
Syria has been consulted in advance. He probably is 
concerned about press speculation that a settlement of 
the Lebanese problem could provide an opening for a new 
initiative on the Palestinian question. Despite his 
wariness of the US, Assad wants to be included in any 
new ne9otiations and would like the US to come to him 
with alternatives for a comprehensive peace. 

-l'8f' See~et 
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•, LEBANON-ISRAEL-SYRIA: Status of Forces 

Tep Set:iet -
rhe cease-fire in southern Lebanon is stiZZ hoUi 

ba'Lance of forces has not changed in recent 1Neeks. ,. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Begin for the first time 
in several weeks has reiterated Israel's oppositicm to 
Syria's · air defense missiles in Lebanon. He told re­
porters after Sunday's cabinet session that he will write 
Secretary Haig to ask whether Ambassador Habib . intends 
to resume his mediation mission to remove the missiles. 
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MEMORANDUM 5592 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL I. r-4 / 

ALLEN pv-FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RICHARD V. 

Request for Appointment with the President 
from Mr. Georges Nicolas, National Secretary 
of the American Lebanese League 

The NSC staff recommends that the President not meet with 
Mr. Georges s. Nicolas of the American Lebanese League. 
It is suggested, however, that Mr. Nicolas be referred to 
Raymond Tanter, on my staff at 395-5697, to arrange a 
meeting with him at a mutually convenient time. 
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American Lebanese League 

President Ronald Reagan. 
Thee White.- House: 
1600 Pennsylvania:. Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 15~ 1981 

0396'67 

On behalf of all American Lebanese and all Americans concerned with the 
tragic situation in Lebanon, I would like to express our deepest appreciation 
for your recognition of Lebanon's right to independence and freedom from all 
foreign interference. 

The United States and the free world have enormous stakes in the 
survival of a free and democratic Lebanon. But we are in a. race with time. 
Lebanon and her people will be destroyed if the present situation is allowed 
to continue. 

Recently, the United States Senate in a unanimous resolution expressed 
its support for diplomatic efforts to resolve the current crisis and urged 
our government to pursue a comprehensive and coordinated policy in Lebanon. 

Wa hope~ Mr. President, that the principles· asserted in this· statement 

{ 

of the Senate will become the stated. policy of· our government. A peaceful 

I solution to the Lebanese crisis must be found before time runs out.. I, 
personally would appreciate a few moments of your time to present some 
suggestions for achieving this important goal. 

This country is very fortunate to have you as a leader at this crucial 
time in history. We support you in your efforts. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

~4.:S::.:c.D. 
National Secretary 
American Lebanese League, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 57163, Washington, D.C. 20037 Tel. 202/ 822-0620 



RESPONSE DUE~ __ 9_~_3_0_-_S_l _________ TO__,P_a ___ t_r_i_c_i_a..._.A~.~E~,...._..R~o~d~q~e~r~s...__ 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
55~ MEMORANDUM 

September 24, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR.RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RAYMOND TANTER (t "f 

Request for Appointment with the President 
from Mr. Georges S. Nicolas, National 
Secretary of the American Lebanese League 

At Tab I for your signature is a memorandum to Gregory 
Newell recommending that the President not see Mr. Georges 
s. Nicolas of the American Lebanese League. It would be 
more suitable for Mr. Nicolas to meet with one of your 
staff members. I am available and can meet with Mr. Nicolas 
at a time convenient to both of us. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you sign the memo to Newell recommending that the 
President not meet with Mr. Nico as. 

Approve Disapprove 

9tGNIO 
That you sign the memo to Newell and add a line suggesting 
that Mr. Nicolas be referred to Ray Tanter's office for 
a meeting with me. 

1 

' A~/ 

Attachments 
Tab I 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Memo to Newell 
A - Incoming letter from Nicolas 
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JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

PETER 

CY TO VP SHOW CC 

CY TO MEESE SHOW CC 

CY TO BAKER SHOW CC 

CY TO DEAVER SHOW CC 

CY TO BRADY SHOW CC 

Comments: 
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JANET COLSON c~ 
\ 

BUD NANCE 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

PETER 

CY TO VP SHOW CC 

CY TO MEESE SHOW CC 

CY TO BAKER SHOW cc (. 
' · 

CY TO DEAVER SHOW cc 

CY TO BRADY SHOW cc 

Comments: 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
55~ MEMORANDUM 

I 

September 24, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RAYMOND TANTER (Z.'f 

Request for Appointment with the President 
from Mr. Georges s. Nicolas, National 
Secretary of the American Lebanese League 

At Tab I for your signature is a memorandum to Gregory 
Newell recommending that the President not see Mr. Georges 
S. Nicolas of the American Lebanese League. It would be 
more suitable for Mr. Nicolas to meet with one of your 
staff members. I am available and can meet with Mr. Nicolas 
at a time convenient to both of us. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you sign the memo to Newell recommending that the 
President not meet with Mr. Nico as. 

Approve Disapprove 

SIGNED 
That you sign the memo to Newell and add a line suggesting 
that Mr. Nicolas be referred to Ray Tanter's office for 
a meeting with me. / 

Attachments 
Tab I 

Approve ~~ 
Memo to Newell 

Disapprove 

A - Incoming letter from Nicolas 



MEMORA~Dl'M 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTO!" 

September 28, 1981 

GREGORY J. NEWELL I ,H// 
RICHARD V. ALLEN rvv 

5592 

Request for Appointment with the President 
from Mr. Georges Nicolas, National Secretary 
of the American Lebanese League 

The NSC staff recommends that the President not meet with 
Mr. Georges S. Nicolas of the American Lebane·se League. 
It is suggested, however, that Mr. Nicolas be referred to 
Raymond Tanter, on my staff at 395-5697, to arrange a 
meeting with him at a mutually convenient time. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

039667 

On behalf of all American Lebanese and all Americans concerned with the 
tragic situation in Lebanon, I would like to express our deepest appreciation 
for your recognition of Lebanon's right to independence and freedom from all 
foreign interference. 

The United States and the free world have enormous stakes in the 
survival of a free and democratic Lebanon. But we are in a race with time. 
Lebanon and her people will be destroyed if the present situation is allowed 
to continue. 

Recently, the United States Senate in a unanimous resolution expressed 
its support for diplomatic efforts to resolve the current crisis and urged 
our government to pursue a comprehensive and coordinated policy in Lebanon. 

We hope, Mr. President, that the principles asserted in this statement 

( 

of the Senate will become the stated policy of our government. A peaceful 

/

solution to the Lebanese crisis must be found before time runs out. I, 
personally would appreciate a few moments of your time to present some 
suggestions for achieving this important goal. 

This country is very fortunate to have you as a leader at this crucial 
time in history. We support you in your efforts. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

~ Georges S. Nicolas, Sc.D. 
National Secretary 
American Lebanese League, Inc. 

11 , 1 P. 0. Box 57163, Washington, D.C. 20037 
I' 

Tel. 202/ 822-0620 



TH~ WHITE HOUSE 

WAS:--!INGTO'I 

MEMORANDUM 22 SEPTEMBER 1981 

TO: RICHARD ALLEN 

FROM: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION. 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECO:M.MENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

EVENT: Meeting with Georges Nicolas, National Secretary 
of the American Lebanese League. 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

BACKGROUND: Mr. Nicolas wishes to discuss the situation 
in Lebanon. 

YOUR RECOMMENDATION: 

Accept~- Regret Surrogate 
Priority 
Routine 

Message~- Other 

IF RECOMiv'iENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

RESPONSE DUE~~9_-_3_0_-_B_l~~~~~TO Patricia A.E. Rodgers 



1ision 

gade 

LEBANON-ISRAEL-SYRIA: Status of Forces 

and the 
j : bala:nce of forces has not changed 1-n recent weeks. 

----RedacteC1----r1:;uatAt:u----r1c:uatA<ou----n.,uo"'""--· . ... 

Redacted---Redacted------Redacted------Radacted-----Redacted---Redacted---Radactad---Redacted-----,,-Redacted----------

---Radactad----Redacted---Redacted----Redacted---Redacied-. --Redacted---Reo'acted---Redacted---Redacted 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------·-------------------------------------------------------
Redacted---Redacted----Redacted---Reo'actad----Radacted------Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redactad---------

---------------------------------i------------------------------------------

----Redacted---Redacted--Redected---Redacted---Redacted-----Rsdacted---Redacted-'--Redacted---Redacted 

Redected---Redacted----Redacted---Reo'ected----Redected---Redacted----Redacted----Redacted----.-Redacted--------

----Redactsd---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---,C/edactad---Redactad----Redacted---Redacted---Redacted 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redacted----Redacted--Redacted---Redacted-----Redacted--·-Redacted-----
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----Redacted---Re.dacted---Redacted----Redacted---Redacted----Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacteo'---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted-----Redacted--------
-----·-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---Redacted-· --Redacted--Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redacted---Redactad----Redected----Redacted 

Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redacted------Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----Redacted----Redacted----Redacted---Redacted---Redected----Redacted-----Redacted---Redacted----Redacted 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Redacted----Redacted----Redacted---· -Reo'acted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted-----Redacted----

-------------------------
---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redacted--. --Redacted---Redacted---Redacted 

Redacted---Redacted_,._-;-Redacted---Redacted-'-Redacted--Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted--------
____________ _,i..___ -----------------------------------------

---Redacted----Redaded---· -Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted---Redacted----Redacted---Redacted 

~ Meanwhile, Prime Minister Begin for the first time 
in. several weeks has reiterated Israel's opposition to 
Syria's air defense missiles in Lebanon. He told re­
porters after Sunday's cabinet session that he will write 
Secretary Haig to ask whether Ambassador Habib intends 
to resume his mediation mission to remove the missiles. 
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MEMORANDUM 5211 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRET 

September 8, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CHARLES P. TYSON 

RAYMOND TANTER (<.. f 

Plans for an Unofficial Visit by 
President Sarkis Between 
November 19-25, 1981 

At Tab I for your signature is a Schedule Proposal. State 
wants to invite the President of Lebanon for an unofficial 
visit. While here, State proposes that Sarkis make an 
office call on the President, followed by a lunch hosted by 
the Secretary of State. (See Cable attached at Tab B). A 
list of participants is at Tab A. 

One could make a case that a Sarkis visit should be delayed 
until there is an opportunity to see if the cease-fire holds 
and State's Plan of Action for Lebanon begins to succeed. 
The NSC staff, however, concurs with State's view that a 
Sarkis visit itself is part of the peace process. A conse­
quence of a visit by Sarkis with the President would be to 
enhance Sarkis' prestige and hence that of the central 
government of Lebanon. Since stengthening the authority of 
the Government of Lebanon is a primary goal of USG policy, a 
visit by Sarkis would be most desirable. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Schedule Proposal at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I 

SECRET 
DRV CL BY STATE 
REVIEW 9/2/01 

Approve Disapprove 

Schedule Proposal for signature 
A - List of Participants 
B - State Cable on Sarkis visit 

#237381 

DECLASSIFIED 
NI..$. r-q1 -o&-/; -fios 

~ ~- .t;J .. ,,.,,, <:I. I 
. ..., 1 '- 1...,"'A. DATE -~{tL 



SCHEDULE PROP.OSAL 
-<> . 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

5211 

THE \\'HITE HOl. "SE 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Meeting with Lebanese President Sarkis 

Unofficial office call and an opportunity for media 
coverage to underscore U.S. commitment to the 
central government of Lebanon. 

Ambassador Habib recommended that President Sarkis 
make an unofficial visit to the U.S. A Sarkis 
visit is one of the practical steps in State's 
Plan of Action for Lebanon which the President 
approved in mid-August. In keeping with the 
unofficial nature of the visit, State recommends 
an office call on the President followed by a 
lunch hosted by the Secretary of State. State 
would arrange for Sarkis to give a major address 
to the Council on Foreign Relations in New York 
to provide a framework for the visit. 

This will be the first meeting of the President 
with President Sarkis. 

Between November 19-25, 1981, the exact date would 
be negotiated if approval in principle is granted. 

The Oval Off ice 

List at Tab A. 

President Reagan welcomes President Sarkis to the 
White House and reiterates the American commitment 
to the territorial integrity of Lebanon and to the 
expansion of the central government's authority 
throughout Lebanon. Sarkis responds. Secretary 
Haig and Ambassador Habib initiate a brief dis­
cussion of the current situation and future of 
Lebanon. President Reagan responds with talking 
points to be provided. 



REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

2 

Briefing paRer and talking points to be provided 
by the NS,,C staff. 

The meeting will be announced, and a press photo 
opportunity could occur in the Oval Office before 
the discussions begin. 

The Department of State and the NSC. 

None 



TAB A 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

President Reagan President of Lebanon" ' 

Vice President Bush 

Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
Secretary of State 

Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 

James A. Baker, III 

Elias Sarkis -

Lebanese Ambassador 
Khalil Itani 

Chief of Staff and Assistant to the President 

Michael K. Deaver 
Deputy Chief of Staff and Assistant to the President 

Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 

Philip Habib 
Special Presidential Emissary 

Nicholas A. Veliotes 
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern & South Asian Affairs 
State Department 

Morris Draper 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Near Eastern & South Asian Affairs 
State Department 

Charles P. Tyson 
Deputy Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs-Coordination 

Raymond Tanter 
Senior Staff Member 
National Security Council 
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.l.JlJ I.. • OVIP (PRESIDENT ELIAS SAR~IS),11, US 

SUlJFCT: POSfIPLE VISIT TO U.S. BY ?~F~IDEN! SAFK!S 

1. _j)Y- ?NTIRE TE:V:~.) 

2. DIPART~ENT IS ~A~ING PPELI~I~'pv ARRA~GE~~~TS FO~ 
PR~SIDY~T SARKIS TO MA[L' !N UNOFFICIAL VISIT TO TE~ U.S. 
SOMETI~E DURINS TFE PE~IOD ~OVE~~rq 1°-25. B1FO~r WE 3C 
ANY FU'r?'J'!f":fi., Wii' N~~D TO ASCf'R'l'AP' SAHrIS 's ' 'ILLINGNFSS TO 
TRAVIL TO TEE U.S. F~~ Tqrs KIND OF VISI~, A~~ TO ~ET PIS 
COf'~ r · ITfv.T-. 1\'I' TO SPtCIFIC DAmES D~TPI~JG T?IS PFRiflD. 

3. YOU SPOULD G~T IN TOUC~ ~I'PP SA~YIS Am ~ARLI?S~ 
OPPORTUNITY TO SOU~lD HIM OUT O\l 'TE}' :OOSSPHLITY O~ HIS 
it~i:rt~G AIJ llNOF'FICIAL ~rrsIT 'PO TF-::- i:.r.s., usir,' G TL.''S FOLL0 101rr-;:; 
p 0 It TT s T 0 p 0 1 s '.!' F -q y 0 u-0 ~ R ~ ur-;j T: N T s P ' F ! v (• p c F TH I s :~ I "l D G F 
VISI'r: 

AMBASSADOR qAEIB IN qrs DISCUSSIONS WITE YOU 
M~~TI0~ 7D ~HE POSSIBILITY OF OUR ARR,N;ING AN UNOFFICIAL 
VISIT FCR YOU BY THE F~D OF THE !EAR TO PROVIDE AN 
OPPOrlTU~ITY FO~ ~rscuSSICNS wrrF PR~SID~~T RF~GAN, 
ANJ F0LLO~-ON TAtKS WIT8 T~E s~:P~T~R! AND OTFER 
AD '·'. I~ISfl'RA.TION OE':FICI ALS. DISCr78SI::HJS l1IILL :E:F H! 
IXS2LL}N~ FORU~ THROU;P ~qI~H ~0 EYPLO~Z WHAT FURTHER 
!:iTtPS MIGH'I IB TAKf"l rr'lllTAF..D SOLirD'VIt\'.j. 'I?I. C'?SSA'TION 
OF ARM LD AmTACKS IN T0 I SOUTB ~ND PRO~CTIN~ NATIONAL 
1F'CO:C!I,IP_TION H L:i;-·:S At.;on. 

T ~ · 
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TEF' ··u~OFFICIAL" FORMAT OF 'TH~~ VISIT 1\TOULD P~CLUfi"' 
. 'P. f"'.r:E'TING \:TITH PBESIDI:NT ?IP.GAN Ji'OLLQViED :RY p LUNCn 

?:OS'ISD :SY 'l'HE SE'::R:".:'J'A?Y. TH.2 P~t'SID1r\T'S 5'>EDULI' 
C~FORTONAT~LY PR~CLUDSS EAVIN} YOU COMB ON ~N OFFICIAL 
STAT?. VISI'T' AT T"IIS ]':\RLV' DATE, BUT tII D015 :BELIE1Tf: IT 
IMPOR~ANT TO ~~~T WITP YOU. ~FIS FOR~~m WILL MAXIMIZE 
TH~? }'OR su:asTANTIVE DISSUSSIO~~s AND FLif'-'!1'-;A'I'i: Tlll' 
'.!'Hl-COllJSU~ING PRO~'OCOLAIR::' F(T~!C1T'I0t..JS OF p_ ~'l'A'I'! VI~rr. 
A ML3TING ~IT9 T?E PR~~IJFNT WILL FOCUS PUBLIC ATT~~TION 
O~ U.S. DITER~INATION !HAT A SOLUT!O~ TO L~PA~ON'S 
PRO!LC~S CAN CO~F ONLY TqRQ~}q A STR0NG C~Nrr?AL 
;TJTEOR I'I'Y. 

AS YOU MA! KNO~, U.S. P~ESIDENTS OFTE~ ME?T ~FADS 
CF STA'IF I"·l ~EIS "nNO"FISIPL" WP~. TT IS ~JO'f· ~TNUSTJAL, 
FOH EXA~PLE, FOR CRT~Fs OF STAT~ ~EO GO ~o TE~ UN TO 
TAKI TEF OPPORTU~ITV TO TR~VFL rnwN Tn ~!SfINGTON FOR 
A MEETING WIT? TB~ PRESir~N~. p~ O~H7R ~I~~s, FOH?IJN 
LI!DFRS WHO HAVE ~Er~ INVTT?n T0 ADDBESS F~IVA'l'E 
o:nJAt\'IZATIONS IN 'TISE o.s., srrce- P..s rr::- co 1rNcIL ON 
FOliETGN R!LATICNS OR P U~IVFRSITY, ALSC 3AVF A MEITIN3 
\·.

1 I '1'!.' T E F. PP 'E S I D "' ~· T l·· -q I 1 F I N rr ?. "' lT • S • T' 1T R I N G TE' I ~ 
.P..Di·:INISTRA'I'ION, 'IFI F"RH'.F. ~'. INISTY'RS OF SIN'.;APORE A~ 1 r:: 
N~? ZEALANr:: AND TH? PE?Sir~NT OF JAPO~ BAVF MAD~ ~UC~ 

UNOFFICIAL VISITS, ANTI KING jASSAN IS PLA~NIN3 TC DO 
SO '!'BIS FALL. 

~E 2AVE AccnRDTNGLY BEEN I~ CONTA~~ WITH THE 
COU~CIL ON FOR~IGN R~LATIONS IN N!W YOR~. T~FY ARF 
SA}ER TO INVITE YOU TO ~D~RESS A LUNCHFO~ MEETING 
DURING TEF NOV?~~ER 1~-2~ PPRIOD WSIL? YOV AR~ IN ~F~ 
U.S. Trlf COUNCIL WILL ADDRESS A FORMlL INVITATION TO 
YOU IF YOU A~RB~ TO ~ftYF TRIS ~AJO~ SPE~CB. W~ PILIEVB 

'IRE SOUt--:CIL'S INVITATION ~;OT OtHY PROVIDES J. FRA~!.l•'OR:'.: 
FO~ YOUR VISIT TO THF U.S. AND YOUR TALKS !N 
WASBIN~TON, BUT GIVES YOU EXPOSURF TN THE U.S. AS THE 
L1GITIMATY L:r<;ADF'R OF lIBH10N'S Cl:NTRAL GC)V:f'Tt~.J~iBNT, 
\r' HIGR 80N'!'PIBUTfS TO Ot'R ~uTUAL GOAL OF Il()LSTj;1II~; 

TE~ IKSTT~UTIOK CF TPT PRFSIDF~C! I~ LEBANON. THIS 
TAKES ON ADD1D I~PORTANCE AS TqJ 1032 PRESJrENTIAL 
ELECTIO~S APPROACH. 

W~ LOO{ FORWARD TG ~FLCOMING Y~U TO THR U~ITTD 
STAT~S AND ~op~ YOU ~!LL ~~ AFLF ~o ~AK~ Ters TRIP. 
Ttf[; 80UNCIL CN FOREI'?N Ri'L/..'PIONS :i?CJit-;S 'r('t ?ILL I~'S 
FALL SCP.~DUL?. VLP..Y BAPIDLY -~FTER L.UO>?. DAY. \;:f '•.10lTLD 
THr=?.1l0RE .APPP.ECIATFYOT_rp L~'TTIN~ US( ;\! '.)'.·! \·''-""N r~URB~ ".i 
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TEE NOVEMBER 19-25 TI~FFRP~~ Yor ~nULD 3f AVAILABLE 
~OTS TO SPFAK I~ N!~ YORK AND TO ?Rocr~~ Tn ~ASBI~~TON 
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BY 

·· Will ; -. .;_ 

S/S 812 578 3 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

September 2, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Plans for an Unofficial Visit by President Sarkis 

In his discussions with us after returning from the 
Middle East, Ambassador Habib recormnended that we find a 
way for Lebanese President Sarkis to make an unofficial 
visit to the U.S. A Sarkis visit under these circumstances 
in late November/early December was one of the practical 
steps of our plan of action for the Lebanese-Israeli 
situation which the President approved in mid-August. 
In keeping with the unofficial nature of the visit, we 
recormnend an office call on the President followed by 
a lunch hosted by the Secretary. If you agree, within 
the next week, we will approach President Sarkis to 
ascertain his willingness to make an unofficial visit to 
the U.S. between November 19 and 25. We are also arranging 
for President Sarkis to give a major speech at the Council 
on Foreign Relations in New York to provide a framework 
for the visit. 

re'_,.. 1 

!91-0 -0~9 /, # 2-7 
I 

N.4RA, DATE_rtj~ 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

RDS-1,3,4 9/ 2/ 01 

..) ,f- I 
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SU3JLCT: IR ISRAFL/LEEANON/SYRIA/SAUDI 
ARABI.A/USSR/LI:BYA/POLITICAL INTERPLAY IN LE:BANON­
AND :(SRA.ELI · PERSPF,CTIV:E'/ ~ 

THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

1. 0J1"CTRY: · ISRAEL (IS), LEBANON (LE), SYRIA (SY), 
SAUDI ARABIA (SA),USSR (UR),LI3YA (LY) 

2. ,µr}REPORT NUMBER: 

3. ,(..U7TITLE: POLITICAL INTFRPLAY IN LEBANON - At{ ISRAELI 
PERSPECTIVE ( U) 

4. ,,kO}DATE OF INFO: 810P~i4 

!N 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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5. ~ORIG: 

6. ..kB"} R EQ R :EFS : 

7. (TT..J.- SOUR GE: . 
- ----¥e"a'ac1ea--Kso 

• • • -·- •• - • ' - • • - Q ... -- •• -. 

8. ..+e /NOiU~) SUMMARY: PRO-
VIDED A GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION IN LEEAI•! , , CON­
CENTRATING ON TEE.SYRIAM-C5RISTIAN CONFLICT AND ISRAEL'S 
ROLE IN IT. RE STATED TEAT THE BES T APPRO~CH TO UNDikSTA ND ­
ING WHAT IS HAPPENING IN LEBANON TODAY IS TO LOOK AT IT FROM 
SYRIA'S PERSP]CTIVE. SYRIA INSISTS UPON BEI~~ THE DOMI ~ANT 
POWER IN LEBANON AND REACTS QUICKLY TO STI?fLE ANY NOTION 
OF DIRECT MILITARY SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN OUTSIDE 
ELEMENTS AND ELEMENTS IN LEBANON. SYRIA'.,rs RIDING A WAVE 
0 MAJOR SUCCESSES IN LEBANON A.ND IS CALCU·LJ~TIN'.i E1TERY MOVE 
TO AVOID CONFRONTATIONS THAT WOULD UNDERMINE TEEM. !MONG 
THESE SUCCESSES IS ZAELEE, WHICH, IN VIEW, WAS 
COMPLETELY FAVORABLE, WITH SYRIA MAKIN~ NO MEANIN;FUL CON-

. CESSIONS IN TEE AGREEMENT WITR THE CRRISTIAN.S\ ANOTHER SUCE 
SUCCESS IS THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES 
(SAMS) IN LEEANON. lrVIE~.rs TRE MISSILES AS ~ .:A __ FAIT 
ACCOMPLI. THE SYRIANS GENERATED A POLITICALLY SENSITIVE 
SITUATION WHICH FORCED ISRAEL TO AVOID OBVIOUS AND NECESSARY 
RESPONSES TO SYRIAN PROVOCATIONS. TEESE SUCCESS~S RAVE MADY 
SYRIA BOLD, ENCOURAGING IT TO SIGNAL A WILLINGNESS TO STAND­
UP TO ISRAEL MILITARILY. STATED TEAT ONE OF TEE KEYS 
TO PREDICTING SYRIA'S APPROACH TO DEALING WITH ITS TROUBLES 
IN L~EANON IS THROUGH OBSERVING THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF 
LEFTIST GROUPS BY SYRIA. CLAIMS THAT SYRIA HAS 

( .. .. ' ALREADY DEVELOPED A NUMBER OF TEE~ EG~ TEE CAVALIER FORCE , 
AND USES THEM TO DESTA3ILIZE SELECTFD ARFAS WITHIN LEBA NON 
SO TEAT SYRIA CAN THEN PRESENT ITSELF AS THE PEACE-MAKER, 
:BT 

1'AG3 02 OF 02 DTG:~91534Z SEP 81 PSN: 041650 
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTION 02 OF 07 

PRIORITY. 

.,., ,,. 

·. \ 

,; .: 

THEREBY JUSTIFYING ITS PRESEN8E IN LEBANON, AND ENABLING IT 
TO .DENY ANY DIR:ECT INVOLVEMENT H.f AC'.r'S OF SUBVERSION.---· 
ASS ER TED THAT :BASHIR ( ( JUMAYEL)) IS SERE1r1D FNOUJH 'I'O KNOW 
THATt AT LEAST FOR TR! PRESENTt EIS ONLY TRUMP CARD rs 
ISRAEL. JUMAYEL UNDERSTANDS TH 'S DET~RRENT VALUE OF EIS 
CONTINUED TIES WITH ISRAEL, AND KNOWS THAT HE WILL EXAC~ 
NO CONCESSIONS FROM SYRIA UNLESS HE DEALS FROM A POSITION 
OF' STRE NGTR IN REF·ERRI Nei TO S TR Et·!GTR, EMPHAS IZID 
THAT EE FEELS TEAT SYRIA IS BUILDIN~ THE LEFTISTS TO PIT 
TEFM AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS. SU~E AN ARRANGIMENT \llOULD 
ENABLE SYRIA TO DENY ANY COMPLICITY IN THE MATTER AND WOULD 
COMPLICATE ISRAELI EFFORTS TO INTERVENE ON ~HF CHRISTIANS' 
SIDE. EE SAID THAT AT TEE MOMENT THE LEFTIST lROUPS COLLECT­
IVELY ARE STRONGFR THAN TEE CHRISTIANS. RE PROVIDED ~!TAILS 
ON TROOP STRENGTHS AND WEAPONS FOR LEFTIST GROUPS, BU~ 
CLAIMPD THAT HE COULD NOT PRODUC? TH~ SAME DETAILS FOR THE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SIT: 
EOB: KEMP,PIPES 
WESR COMMENTS: 
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CHRISTIANS. STATED THAT PRIME MINISTER WAZZAN'S 
STATEMENTS ABOUT THE ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE OF AN AIR 
DEFENSE MISSILE SYSTEM FOR TRE EEIRUT AREA WERE NECFSSI­
TATFD BY THE CIRCUMSTANCES PREVAILING AT TRE TIME. THERE 
~AS NEVER ANY INTENTION OF SERIOUSLY CONSIDERINJ TH~ 
ACQUISITION OF SUCH A SYSTE~, AND TEAT WAZZAN TOOK DELI-
3ER4T_E STEPS TO INSURE TEAT TEE ISSUE :r3FCAM~ COMATOSE. 
---~-~-----------------------------------------------------
,SA. ~-"DETAILS: 1. (G/NOFOlHi-1- DFSCRI:'.HN~ TRE PREVAILING 
MILITARY-POLITICAL SITUATION IN LEBANON, REVIEWED 
EIGELIGETS OF EVENTS IN LEBANON SINCE THE CIVIL WAR FOCUS­
ING ON THE ROLES PLAYED BY THE LEBANE8E CHRISTIANS, LEFTIST 
GROUPS AND THE CATALYTIC ROLE OF SYRIA. 

2. t<~/lqOF'CJP.N) TBE RECEMT MOVES :BY CERISTIA~T ELEMENTS 
TO CREATE PUBLIC DISTANCE BETWEEN THEM !~D ISRAEL REFLECT 
THE NECESSITY FOB. THE CHRISTIANS TO ADOPT A -FOSITION TEAT 
WILL PERMIT THEIR CONTINUED VIABILITY IN T~~ POWER STRUGGLRS 
IN LEBAtrnN. TBE CHRISTIANS ft_R:E CAUJRT UP IN TEP POWER 
RELA'rI.ONSEIPS AMONG FACTIONS SUCH AS THB.., .ARA3 CAVALIERS OF 
TRE LEFT, TR:E PLO, CONSERVATIVE MUSLIM GR{),gPS AND SYRIAN 
FORCES. THE RECENT ZABLE AGREEMENT THAT RESULTED IN A CEASE­
FIRE AND FORCED WITHDRAWAL IN THE Z!RLE AREA EXEMPLIFIES 
THE CURRENT RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE SYRIANS (AND SYRIAN 
INTERESTS) TO THE CHRISTIANS IN LEBANON. TE~\OUTCOME OF 
ZAHLE AS SEES THE SITUATION IS TBA? PIERRE ((CHAMOUN)) 
A.ND BAc;EIR ( (GT.:MAV'ii'.L)) ~C:PT:'CI.ATLY A'Rli' FOR"1<:n 'Th'.· C:!<''i:Z f\!Ell' _ , U - ·· . _.,. _ _..,; .!;Ji..; - -- - .!J - f ·-\. J.:.: - l.J - · - - v .... )::::-· .,,... - . ~L 

APPROACHES FOR THEIR PARTICIP~TION IN LB]ANESE POWER 
POLI TICS. AS A RESULT, TEE GHRI S'IIANS RAVE Lm·iERED TEE IR 
HAWKISH POSTUR!iJi TRIED TO :BECOME FULLY H ;ITOLVED Hi ALL 
ASPECTS OF POLITICS MORE AS POLITICIANS AND LESS AS MILITA­
MEN; AND HAVE SOUGHT TO FIND IN THE U.S. AND SAUDI ARABIA 
A SU~STITUTE TO ALIGNMENT WITH ISRAEL. SAID THAT 
THE U.S. AND SAUDI ARABIA ARE TRYING TO BRING TEE CERISTI&NS 
TO UNDERSTAND A NEED FCR A SYRIAN-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE. IN 
EIS PERSPECTIVE, SUC3 A DIALo;ur rs NOT NEW. IT HAPPENED 
IN APRIL WEEN CHAMOUN AND BASHIR ((~~MAY~L)) MET TEE 
SYRIAN FONMIN. DISCUSSIONS WERE ALSO HELD AT THAT TIME 
WITH A TOP SYRIAN ADVISOR CEAMOULI BUT TRISE ~ERE STOPPED 
AFTER THE ISRAELI'S SHOT DO~N TH? TWO SYRIAN HELICOPTERS 
INTER :BEKAA VALLEY. APPARENTLY CONVERSATIONS FIAV:E'. BEEN 
P.~t.iT'l>'E· D A~ BAS".ti.In R~"1i';'1 'T'LY M"''T' (;:z, S~P) WITP. '!'0 ~ SVPIAl·i .. L.J.!:1~.L:l. ~ -- ['L !.~\J.:..J • 't- J.!J_. -· .J.!J 1 ) • , _ _ - .' .. . L • .i..-- l: 

CHIEF OF INTELLIGENCE WEO IS ALSO A MEMFER OF AN A~BASSA­
DORIAL FOLLOW-UP COMMITT~E AND CONSIDERED TO EF A SYaIAN 
EXPERT ON LEEANESE AFFAIRS. IN MIND, THERE ARE 
QUESTIONS AS TO WHETHER TEF CHRISTIAN WILLINGNESS TO 
dOOPERATE IS A TACTICAL MOVE OR INDICATES A NEW ATTITUDE, 
EUT HE FEELS THAT THE CHRISTIANS WILL COLL~CTIVELY COOPER­
ATE WITH THE FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE AND ABIDE BY ITS DECISIONS. 
THIS IS IMPORTANT :BECAFSF SYRLA RIGJ-qr.s THIS AS CONDITIONAL 
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TO PROCEEDING WITH FURTEER POSI~IVE DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON. 
FOR ITS PART, SYRIA WANTS TO PRESS FDR AN ARAB INSPECTION 
COMMITTEE TO SURVEY CHRISTIAN ARFAS OF CONTROL, INCLUDING 
SEA PORTS. THE SYRIAN DEMAND GIVES TEE CHRISTIANS AN 
EXTRA CARD TO PLAY IN THE GAME EFCAUSI THE CHRISTIANS, 
IN ORDER TO AGREF TO SEVER RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL, CAN· DEMAND 
REC!~ROCAL CONCESSIONS FROM THE SYRIANS. TEE CHRISTIANS 
ARE APPARENTLY INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWIN:; CONDI'l'IONS: A 

; SYRIAN COMMITMENT TO WITHDRAW FROM LEBANON; A SOLUTION TC 
THE CHRISTIAN PROBLEM REACEED IN AGREE!.JENT WITH ALL IN'I'3'­
E'I' 
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RESTED PARTIES IN LEBANOM; A RECIPROCAL A(;REEMEt,iT :BY 
SYRIA THAT IF AN INSPECTION ~ROUP IS CREATED IT MUST BE A 
BILATERAL ONE TO WORK IN ALL PARTIES' 
AREAS OF CONTROL INCLUDING PLO !REAS. THE GHRISTIA~S WANT 
ALL GROUPS IN LEBANON TO EE ON THE SA~E LFVEL, RECEIVING 
THE SAME TREATMENT. THE CHRISTIANS SEE TEEMSELVES AS 
A MAJOR HISTORICAL PLAYFR IN LEBANESE AFFAHLS ••••• 
SAID THAT TO REACH sucg AN lGREEMENT WITH SYRIA WOULD 
EE NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE AND WILL REQUIRE MUCH AGCO~ODA!ION. 
HOWEVER, THE CHRISTIANS MAJOR CONCERN NOW IS THE SYRIAN­
LIBYAN REARMING OF THE PLO TEAT WILL, IN TEE E~D, FUT THE 
CHRISTIANS IN AN INFERIOR POSITION. 

3. +.G/flJOFOIU!} TEP SYRIAN GOAL THROUGHOUT ALL OF TRE 
LEBANON PROBLEMS IS TO APPEAR TO BE ALOOF FROM INTERNAL 
SQUABBLES EXCEPT TO ACT AS A PEACE-~!KER AND ARBITER:"IN 
REALITY THEY SEEK TO K?EP TH~ POT STIREED 3Y INCITING 
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CONFLICTS AMONG TEE VARIOUS ~ROUPS CONCERNED. THEIR MAIN 
FOIL IN THESE ACTIVITIES IS THE LEEA~ESE LFF~, USED 
COLLECTIVELY AND FACTIONALLY TO SYRIA'S ADVANTA}B. 
EXAMFL?S OF THIS ARF: SYRIAN USE OF LEFTIST FJRc~s TO 
OCCUPY PORTIONS OF JEBEL SINN!N DURING TE£ SEI}2 OF 
ZABLE; SYRIAN INTRODUCTION OF LEFTIST MILilIA TO FIGHTING 
ALONG TEE BEIRUT GREEN LINE; SYRIAN IMPORTATION OF TEE 
ARAB CAVALIERS TO 3EIRUT AND TRIPOLI AS I SYRIAN FRONT 

, . FOR SYRIAN PURPOSES. FOR INTERNATIONAL CONSUMPTION SYRIA 
. WANTS LEBANON TO APPEAR AS ~ COUNTRY TORN EY INTERNECINE 

QUARRELS. TO ASSURE CONTINUED UNREST, SYRIA USFS TEE 
LEFTIST GROUPS TO CREATE SITUATIONS IN WRICH SYRIA CAN 
HJTEB.VEN E TO CON·THOL TEE ARTI:A !ND TE?: OP~O SI NG 3- ROUJ'.· rrFI S 
IS PARTICULARLY TRUE TO SYRIAN EFFORTS AGAINST THE 
CHRISTIANS. SYRIA WANTS TO ;IVE TEE CHRISTIANS T2f 
APPEARANCE OF :BEING MINOR PLAYERS, vI!THOUT .S.IG tHFIS~MCE 
OR INFLiJF!~CE IN LEBANON ,AND AS F0"1ENTING '.zy.,_OU:BLBS :SY 
COOPER~£_ TING WITH ISRAEL. WREN TBE CHRISTIMl PROBLEM TO 
SYRI.A . rs SOLVED TEE lr!EOLF LEBANFSE PROEEBM WI LL :SF 
CLOSER TO A SYRIAN SOLUTION. ~ Y . 

- 4. ~ EXPLAININ:i TffE -6.R.A3 CAVALIERS, ---· 
WINT BACK TO 1975 WEEN SYRIA ESTABLISHED AN OR~ANIZATION 
IN NORTFFRN LEBANON NAMED TE~ FRONT FOR NATIONAL S~RUGGLE 
(FNS). IT WAS A t'-':OSLEM LEFTIST ORGANIZATION'-.CJ.NDER LEBANESE 
MEM"EER OF PARLIAMFNT (MP) TALAL ( (MOURABI)) FRO REPRESENTED 
THE AK.AR AREA IN NORTB:ERN LEBANON. T:9:E FNS !!.1AS '..:P.ASTI:D IN 
AKAR AND SET-UP GROUPS !'.~ THE :BEQA'! AND TRIPOLI°. IN 
TRIPOLI T~F FNS WAS EBADED BY A MAN NAMED ALI ((ID)) 
(PHONETIC ALEE EED) ~RO ALSO HEADED TEE ALAWITE YCUTS 
ORGANIZATION (AYO - A BRANCH OF TEE FNS). THE FNS/AYO FAD 
A MILITIA OF 150 TO 200 TROOPS WITH A STRONG LO}IS~ICAL 
AND IDEOLOGICAL CONNECTION TO TFE RIF~T ((ASSAD)) FORCE 
ELEMENTS IN THE BEOA'A. RIFAT ((ASSAD)) WAS THE UMIT 
PATRON. IN JUNE 1981 TBB SYRIANS DIRECTED! REORGANIZATION 
CF THE FNS/AYO AND RENAMED IT TEE DEMOCRATI8 ARA.BIG FROt-.!T 
PARTY (DAF). THE PARTY MILITIA GROUP WAS ENLARGED ~O 
1500 MEN AND THE GROUP WAS TRAINED AND ARMED 5! ELE~ENTS 
OF THE ASSAD FORCE. AT LEAST 400 ~ERE STATIONED IN TRIPOLI 
AND ANOTHER 400 IN :BEIRUT. ONE OF TR:S MAJOR. "D'.!TIIS OF ALI 
ID IS TO COMMAND TBE DAF MILITIA KNOW~ AS TEE ARAB RED 
CAVALIERS. TRIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF A 1~3A~ESB L~FTIST 
ORGANIZATIO~ UNDER SYRIAN CONTROL AND DIRECTION .• 
- 5. ~ MISSILE SYST1rM TO LT':BANJi:SE GOVERN11F.'N'I' •• , 

(A) fC/NOFORNJ COMMENTED ON TBIS SUBJECT 
IN TEE CONTEXT OF THE UPROAR CAUSED RECENTLY BY TBE LIBYAN 
OFFER OF AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS TO LEBANO~ FOR TEE PROTECTION 
O:f :BEIRUT. SAID TH.~T THE SUBJECT OF AIR. DF~Ef\lSE 
MISSILES FOR LEBANON WAS RAISED FOR T~B FIRST TIMR IN FEB 
1980 BY ((LIHUD)), A MEMBER OF THE LEBANESF P!RL!MINT. LIRUD 
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EAD CONNECTIONS WITH THE LIBYANS AND STOOD TO G~IN 
ECONOMICALLY FROM THI TRANSACTION. THE SECOND TIME WAS 
IN P.ECE11JT WEEKS i:rEEN PRIME MINIS'I'ER ~1 AZZAN MA.DE TET 
STP.'I':EMFNT THAT 

0

B:E FAl!ORED ANTI-"qRCRAFT MISSILES FOR 
LEEANON, IN PRINCIPL~, B~CAUSE THE ~ISSIL?S WOULD BE IK 
LEBANESE HANDS.~ EE SAID THAT LEBANON WOULD ACCEPT TBESL 
MISSILE SYSTEMS IF TH~Y ~OULD NOT EP FOLLOWED BY FORFIGN 
ADVISbRS. WAZZAN'S STATEMENT WAS MADE AT TEAT TIME FOR 
SEVERAL REASONS. FIRST, ISR&ELI AIR ACTIVITY OVER SOUTHERN 
LEBANON, AND OVER TBE BEIRUT AREA, WAS HEAVY AT THAT TIMB, 
:BT 
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PRIORITY 

AND THERE WAS PRESSURE FROM THE PLO AND THE LEFTISTS TO 
DO SOMETHING !EDUT IT. SECOND, SYRIA HAD JUST STATED 
BOWEVER OBLIQUELY, THAT UNLESS TB.E SITUATION EASED, IT 
WOULD EXPAND ITS AIR DEFENSE COVERAGE (WITH SAM SYSTEMS) 
'1'0 INCLUDE THE -:BEIRUT AREA. LAST, BUT EQUALLY IMPORTANT 
TO THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, WAS A SYRIAN STATEMENT TO THE 
EFFECT THAT ALTHOUGH IT WOULD NOT NECESSARILY DEPLOY ITS 
AIR :m:FENSE MISSILES INE BEIRUT AREA, IT ~rOULD NOT OBJECT 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES SUPPLYING SUCH SYSTEMS SO LONG AS SUCH 
SUPPLIES PASSED TRROU~H SYRIA. 

(:B) tt:/rrorotrn~ STATED THAT TBERF AR.E 
SEVERAL IMPORTANT POINTS CONNECTED WITH WAZZAN'S STATE­
MENT. FIRST, EIS STATEMENT ~.7AS ABRUPT AND WAS MEANry.1 TO LET 
OFF STEAM AND DEFUSE TFE TENSE SITUATION. SECOND, TH? PLO 
AND LEFTISTS WERE DEMANDING ADDITIONAL DEFENSE A3AINST 
ISRAELI AIRCRAFT FROM SYRIA. WAZZAN MADF TPF STATEMENT AND 
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TEZN APPOINTED A COMMITTEE TO STUDY TEE PROBLEM AND ADVISE 
HIM ON IT - KNOWING FULL WELL TBAT TBE ISSUE WOULD DIE IN 
THE COMMITTEE. STATED THAT THE OBVIOUS POINT TO BE 
LE}RNFD FROM THIS EX~RCISE IS THAT NO ONE CAN PUSE AN 
ISSUE IN LEBANON UNLESS SYRil SUPPORTS IT. BOTH TEE LEBANESE 
~INISTRY OF DEFE NSE AND THE CHRISTIANS REJECTED THE ~ROPOSAL. 
THE _LEFTIST ORGA~IZATIONS (ON BEHALF OF SYRIA) REJECTED THE 
PROPO~AL ON TEE GROUNDS THAT THE LEBANESE ARMED FORCES (LAF) 

· ; .SHOULD NOT R~C7IVE SUCH WEAPONS UNTIL TREY ARE COMPLETELY 
REBUILT. SYRIA VIEWS LIBYAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON AS A 
COMPLICATING F!CTOR, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT INVOLVES THE PLO. 
SYRIAN VIEW IS THAT ONCE THE PLO IS STRENGTHENED FROM OTHER 
SOURCES, IT'S DEPENDENCE UPON SYRIA IS REDUCED. THUS~ SYRIA 
DOES NOT WANT TO SEE DIRECT ARMS SHIPMENT~ TO ANY EL~MENTS 
IN LEBANON - INCLUDING TR:E LAF. A KEY SYRI4N OBJECTIVE IN 
TEI S REGARD IS TO KEEP TRE LAF WEAK I "1 ORDER -TO JUSTIFY 
TEE PRESEN'.::E OF THE ADF IN LEBANON. SYRIA,Jf_OULD SUPPORT 
TH~ STRENGTHENING OF THE LAF ONLY SO LONG AS IT IS DONE 
ACCORUING TO SYRIAN SPECIFICATIONS. 

6. (U) SYRI A.N SUCCESSES: -'- ·' 
(A) (C/tfOFOftN) VIEWS ZAHLER AS A TOTAL 

SUCCESS FOR SYRIA. SYRIA FORCED AN AGREEMENT ON THE 
CHRISTIANS WHICH RESULTED IN CHRISTIAN ACQUilSCENCE ON 
VIRTUALLY EVERY MAJOR ISSUE. THE SYRIANS coNlROL ZAHLER 
AND DEALT A CRUCIAL BLOW TO CHRISTIAN EFFORTS TO CONSOLI­
DATE THEIR FORCES, AND THEIR POLITICAL AND MILIT:L~Y POWER 
IN THE JEB:EL SINNIN AREA. 

(]) ~C/NOPOBN) THE PRESENCE OF SYRIAN SURFACE-TO-
AIR MISSI~ES IN LEEANON IS A FAIT ACtOMPLI. · EXPRESS-
ED RES ENTl"iEN T OVER TRE PRESSURE :BROUGHT TO :BEAR ON I SRA EL 
OVER THE MISSILE ISSUF,. 

(C) (C/f,JOl?liJlN) VIA THE MISSILE CRISIS, SYRIA WAS 
AELE TO GENERATE A STRAIN IN RELATI~NS ]ETWFEN TEE U.S. AND 
ISRAEL, AND WOULD LIKE TO EXPLOIT THIS SITUATION TO ITS 
FULLEST. 

(D) ~G/NOFOUN) TEE SYRIAN INTERPRETATION OF THE 
POLITICAL CLIMATE IS SUCH TEAT IT FAS F"ELT :BOLD ENOUGH 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS POSITIONS IN THE SOUTHERN BEKA'A VALLEY. 

(F) rC/NOFO~) THE POLITICAL CLIMATE FORCED 
ISRAEL TO AVOID MAKING NECESSARY AND LEGITIMATE RESPONSES 
TO SYRIAN PROVOCATIONS. SYRIAN BOLDNESS HAS BEEN CONSPI­
CUOUSLY DISPLAYED WITH SHOOTING DOWN ISRAELI AIRCRAF~ 
(DRONES) OVER LE]ANON, THE MOBILIZATION OF RESERVE FORCES, 
AND TEE DEMONSTRATION BY SYRIA OF ITS INTENT TO CONFRONT 
ISRAEL MILITARILY. 

7. (oof./NOF(lli:!O DOES NOT :BELIEVE THAT TEF SYRIANS 
WILL ACCEPT AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. A CASE IN 
POINT WAS TEE U.S. ATTEMPT AT PERSUADING SYRIA TO REMOVE 
ITS SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES FROM LEBANON. THE MISSILES 
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ARE STILL PRESENT, POINTED OUT. MORI AMERICAN \ 
INVOLVEMENT IN MATTERS IN LEBANON WILL EVENTUALLY RESULT 
IN TOTAL SYRIAN REJECTION, PR~DICTED. SYRIA IS IN 
A GOOD POSITION TO SPOIL AMERICAN EFFORTS TO INTERVENE IN 
LEBANON. TH~ FOLLOW-DP COMMITTEE, FOR EXAMPLE, IS A SYRIAN 
INSTRUMENT AND SYRIA CAN DISPENSE ~ITH IT VERY ELEGANTLY. 
SIR!~ CAN ESCULATF INTERNAL TENSIONS AND FORCE THE 
COMMI~TFE TO DEAL WITB TRIVIA AS OPPOS~D TO DEALING WITH 

, ,THE MAJOR ISSUFS. 
8 • .J-C-/N8FUR°N) STP.TED THAT THF CHRISTIANS WANT 

'BT 

' ' 
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THE PLO OUT OF LEBANON. THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT WOULD, 
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES (IE, TERMS OF THE CAIRO AGREE­
~ENT), ACCEPT PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON. HOWEVER, 
TEE PALESTINIANS WILL NOT ACCEPT THE CAIRO AGREEMENTS AS 
THEY WERE INTERPRETED 12 !EARS AGO; THUS, THESE AGREEMENTS 
EAVE TO EE REVISED TO TAKE CURRFNT CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
REALITIES INTO ACCOUNT. 

9. ~NO:FOIU~~ ---STATFD '!'EAT TRE AMAL ORGANIZATION 
IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN LEBANON. IT IS A NUISANCE VALUE 
IN LEEANON BECAUSF ITS MILITIAS FORC~ THE SYRIANS TO 
INTERVENE. DES8RIBED AMAL AS A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION 
WITH STRONG IRANIAN INFLITENCE AND A NATURAL DISLIKE FOR 
COMMUNISM; IRANIAN INFLUENCE IS MANIFEST VIS-~. -VIS AMAL'S 
SHI'ITE CONNECTION. THERE IS NO IRANIAN MEMBERSHIP IN 
TEE ORGANIZATION TODAY. MOST OF AMAL'S QUARRELS AR~'A 
RESULT OF LOCAL DISPU~ES. 
~ ..... * 
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10. (~fKiOi'ORt?t VIEWS CERISTLAN 'TIBS WITH 
ISRAEL AS AN ESSENTIAL DFTERRE~T TO COMPLETE SYRIAN DOMI-
NATION. DESPITE THE CDRR?NT SITUATION, PREDICTS 
THAT TRI CERISTIANS WILL EVENTUALLY FIND A WAY TO REACH AN 
AGRSEMENT NITF THE SYRIANS, BECAUSE HISTORICAL D~TERMINIS~ 
DIC'I'ATES THAT TBEY MUST LIVI: WITH THE SYRIANS AND WITH 
CTRrB STb.TFS OF TE:E ARA:B WOR.LD. 

1i. ~C/NOFORNJ WARNED THAT SYRIA IS PREPARING 
.TFE "LEFT" IN LEBANON FOR POTENTIAL USE AGAINST TR? 
CHRISTIANS, AND THAT THIS MANEUVER WOULD COMPLICATE ISRAEL'S 
EFFORTS TO I~TERVENE ON BERALF OF TEE CHRISTIANS. SYRIA IS 
DELIBERATELY PLAYING ONE SIDE OFF AJAINST THE OTHER. ANY 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN ·THECERISTIANS !ND SYRIA.~ENERATES ~VSPI­
CIONS OK THE PART OF TRF PLO. TEF PLO FEARS THAT ANY MEAN­
INGFUL AGREEMENT EETWEEN SYRIA AND THE CERI~~IANS WOULD BE 
AT TEEIR IXPENSE. VIEWS TEE CHRISTIANS IN LEBANON 
AS :B:EING IMPORTANT TO SYRIA AND TO SYRIAN lti.TERESTS :BECAUSE 
SYRIA VIEWS WITH DISDAIN ANY NOTION OF A PAtESTINIAN 
:OOMIHATED LEFTIST STAT~ ON ITS WESTERN F·irANK. 

12. 4 G/NOE'O~!IJ"') PROV IDFD THE F01L,LOWI NG GENERAL 
DATA CONCERNING THE STRENGT~ENING OF LEFTIST GROUPS: THEY 
HAVE 5000-6000 MILITI.A ON ACTIVE DUTY; THEY HAVE ABOUT 65 
HEAVY GUNS (10 OF WHICE ARE 130MM), 17 ROCKRT LlUNCHERS 
(7 OF WEICH ARE :BM-21), 180 MORTARS. THE LEFTISTS ARE MORE 
POWERFUL THAN THF CHRISTIANS DUE TO THEIR NUMERICAL 
SUPERIORITY AS WELL AS THEIR ABILITY TO ORGANIZE '.. IN BATTA­
LION SIZE UNITS AND TO TRAIN AS BATTALIONS. THE tHRISTIANS 
i.1.RE INFERIOR IN ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY UNITS/PERSONNEL AND 
OPERATE AND TRAIN IN SMALLER UNITS. PROVIDED THE 
FOLLOWING SPECIFICS ON THE LEFTIST GROUPS: 

(A) ~C/NQF·omt) MURAEITTTN: THIS GROUP IS LED BY 
I:BRAEIM ( (OALILOT)), WHO IS PRO-LIBYAN. IN MARCH 1980, 
TEE GROUP PAR.AD:ED IN :BEIRUT WITH ONE (1) i'-~ECEANIZED BATTA­
LION, ONE (1) COMMANDO BATTALION, AND ONE (1) INFANTRY 
BATTALION. IT HAS A PRESENCE IN BOTH BEIRUT AND IN SOUTHERN 
LEEANON. IT BAS STRONG CONNECTIONS WITB FATAE AND CONTAINS 
ABOUT 1500 FIGHTERS. 

(:B) (G/NOFO~N) CO~!MUNISTS: TFFY ARF SUPPORTED 
BY SYRIA, LIBYA, AND THE USSR. THEY POSSESS 122MM 
_A..RTILLFRY PI>i;CFS ~-ND 1?0MM ~ORTA RS, AND EA\TF A:BOUT 70e. 
FIGHTERS. THEY MAINTAIN A PRESENCE IN THE AL BEQ!'A 
VALLEY, IN BEIRUT, AND I~ MATIN (ZONE AROUND EEI~UT) .• 
- (C) (9/HOFORo!) PPS: THIS IS TB:E SYRIA·~ NATIONAL 
SOCIALIST PARTY, WEICP CONT~INS SEVERAL HUNDRED FIGHTERS • 

. TEE GROUP COOPERATES FULLY ~7 ITH SYRIA AND HAS CLOSE LINKS 
WITH IRAQ AND SYRIA. IT MAINTAINS A PRESENCE IN TEE AL 
EBQA'A VALLEY, H.: BEIRUT, AND IN SOUTHF.;R!\ LEBANON. 
- D. ~C/NOFORN) WALITI JUMBLATT: TEIS IS TEE PRO-
G~F:SSIVE SOCIALIST PARTY, WEICEM_IUNTAINS A PRESENCE IN SEUF 
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At,;D Ji.LEY AREAS OF sour! BEIRUT. ESTIMATES T5'.AT TiIIS 
GROPP CONTAINS !]OUT 2e00 FIGHTERS. 

}'.;. ~/NOFO'fun SYRIA~~ BA'A'.!'B PARTY: THIS GROUP'S 
FIGETING STRFNGTF IS ESTIMATED AT 400. 

(:F') ,.(C/~iGFGIHt-) CAIT!LIEB. FORC:E: THIS GROUP'S 
STRFNGTH IS ESTIMATED AT 1~~0. 
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TO A~EM6ASSY PARIS N?ACT ?MM!O?AT! 

iMFO S!CSTATE 

1'1NCl.AS \~l'i~HH83 

EMBASSY PARXS Pl.EASE PASS TM! FOi.i.OWING MESSAGE ~ROM 
PR!S!C!~T REA~AN TO PREStO!NT MITTERRAND AS SOON A! 
POSS!31..C: 

!'le'.AR ?':'<A.\!CCIS1 
; -~A~ ~H~cxec A~O SAOCeNEO TO I.EAR~ JUST NO~ OF THE MURDER 
~F AM3A!SA00~ OEl.A!AR! IN 8E?RUT1 THE SENSEl.~SS ANO BRUTAi. 
T~~~~R!8M WHICH A~Fl.ICTS T~E WOR~O AND !N~ANGERS OUR SOC?!TI~! 
~~~ ~L~I~EC A~OT~~R VICTIM, Pl.EASE CONV~Y MY OEEP!ST SYMPATHY 
;~ Tw~ •~9ASSA~t~i~ FAMILY ANO FRI!NDS, 

OUT 
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Dear Fran9ois: 

PROPOSED CABLE FOR TRANSMISSION 
TO EMBASSY PARIS FOR DELIVERY 

TO PRESIDENT MITTERRAND 

I was shocked and saddened to learn just now of the murder 

of Ambassador Delamare in Beirut. The senseless and brutal 

terrorism which afflicts the world and endangers our societies 

has claimed another victim. Please convey my deepest sympathy 

to the Ambassador's family and friends. 

Ronald Reagan 



MEMORANDT JM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 4, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT f}#V 
FROM: RICHARD ALLEN rv-

5197 

SUBJECT: Approval for Proposed Presidential Cable 
to President Mitterrand 

Attached is a proposed cable to be sent to President Mitterrand 
from you concerning the murder of Ambassador Delamare in Beirut. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the sending of the attached cable. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE -----
Attachment 



~CL(R_. Kfl 

RECEIVED 

8 I S E P ti P ~ ; .f f; 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE ·DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

PETER 

CY TO VP SHOW CC 

CY TO MEESE SHOW CC 

CY TO BAKER SHOW cc 

CY TO DEAVER SHOW cc 

CY TO BRADY SHOW cc 

Comments: 
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