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MEMORANDUM 5802

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

CORRESPONDENCE REFERRAL

* O¢tober 15, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR LESLIE SORG

FROM: ALLEN J. LENZ

The NSC Staff has reviewed and approved the attached reply:

as is

,{ as amended

#;% Staff initial

Attachments:

Tab A Draft response
B Incoming



» NSC DRAFT
Mr. Sol P. Lachman

Data/Rex, Incorporated
18922 West McNichols
Detroit, Michigan 48219
Dear Mr. Lachman:

The President has asked that I respond to your letter
of July 22, regarding the recent fighting along the Israel-
Lebanon borders and the suspension of delivery of U.S.
military aircraft to Israel. I apologize for the delay in
sending you this response.

As you know, the President lifted the suspension on
Auguét 17, following an extensive review of the causes and
implications of recent military actions in the Middle East.

We were deeply disturbed by the escalation of violence along
the Israel-Lebanon border during July, which resulted in

heavy civilian casualties in both Lebanon and Israel. 1In
light of the violence and tension in the region at the time,
the President decided not to resume the deliveries of military
aircraft to Israel that had originally been suspended in the
wake of Israel's June 7 attack on Iraq's nuclear facility.

In lifting the suspension, the Administration took account
of positive developments in the situation, particularly the
events in Lebanon leading to a cessation of hostilities there
on July 24. We now are working to improve the longer-term
situation in Lebanon. This in turn will facilitate other steps
toward peace in the Middle East.

The Administration has wholeheartedly reaffirmed the long-
standing U.S. commitment to Israel's security and well-being.

During his recent meetings with Prime Minister Begin in



-2- NSC DRAFT

Washington, President Reagan emphasized the permanence of
U.S. support for Israel's security, and our willingness to
work closely with Israel on measures to improve the security
of the region as a whole from external threats. We will also
continue our partnership with Israel and Egypt in the Camp
David peace process, aiming toward a just and stable Middle
East peace. In that effort and in all our Middle East policies,
ensuring Israel's security will remain a primary goal of the
U.S. Government.

Sincerely,

(WH Staff)
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REPROCESSING EXCELLENCE July 22, 1981 18922 W. McNICHOLS
Y DETROIT, Mi 48219
(313) 534-3222

President Ronald Reagan ;;z?fi?

The White House

Washington, D.C. ) | 8124247 r) 3 5 8 9 5

it

- .
' Dear Mr. President:

. Today's Wall Street Journal quotes an official who says Begih's conduct has
, left you 'puzzled and sorrowful, not angry.'" If this nameless official is correct,
" "then I too, am puzzled.

The Syrians are the only power who can stop the troubles in Lebanon today. They
control the weak Lebanese government and can force the P.L.0. to do their bidding.
Pressure should be placed on the Syrians to force a cease-fire. Unfortunately, there
is little hope of this, as the Syrians and their masters, the Soviet Union, see
that their interests are served by turmoil and violence in the Middle East.

They see that the U.S. response to violence by the P.L.0. is to cut off delivery
of planes to Israel. Why should they stop lobbing missiles into Israeli settlements,
forcing Israel to either retaliate or give up a long-held and successful anti-
terrorist policy, when the U.S.-responds to Israel's defense of her citizens by
witholding planes?

It is a fact that the Israel-Jordan border is quiet because Jordan forces the
P.L.0. to operate elsewhere under threat of death, and because the Jordanians
remember Israeli retaliation of 1970, It is a fact that the Syria-Israel border is
quiet because the Syrians force the P.L.O. to operate elsewhere, and it is a fact’
that the Syrians with their thousands of troops, their all-Arab '"peace-keeping"
force, and their puppet Lebanese government can force the P.L.O. to keep the
Lebanon-Israel border quiet. To belleve otherwise is to confuse cause and effect.

It is obvious that the Soviets used the recent joint naval amphibious landings
as a cover to land massive amounts of hardware for the Syrians and P.L.0. They are
to blame for the recent flare-up, not Israel.

Conveniently, we have relations with Israel and can better force them than we
can the Syrians or Soviets. Don't repeat the tragic Eisenhower/Dulles 1956 fiasco
of emasculating your own allies, as they did to Europe, by sending the signal of
defeatism both to ally and foe. Secretary Haig's comments have done nothing but

convince the world that these planes are indeed linked to Israeli cease-fire--a
most dangerous precedent.

. Mr. President, release the planes. Support Democracy and not terrorism, even
if inadvertantly.

I have written now three times on this subject and have recieved no response,
nor any acknowledgement. I'm very disapointed both in the lack of response and-
in your foreign policies. h

Sincerely,

S, AN e
RS c .



April 30, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
FROM: RAYMOND TANTER [

SUBJECT: Concerned Citizen Telephone Call

A concerned citizen, Mr. Tony Hraz, Portland, Oregan, phone
number (503)-254-5069, called about Lebanon. His comments
are as follows:

"U.S. policy should be to get the Syrians to stop
shelling Zahle. Since Syria is a surrogate for the
Soviet Union, the President should not send congratu-
latory letters to President Assad of Syria."”

I thanked Mr. Hraz for calling, informed him of the USG attempts
to persuade the parties to exercise restraint, and lamented the
fact that the USG lacked leverage over the parties.



April 30, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
FROM: RAYMOND TANTER ((7

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation

Geoff Kemp told me about 3:45 p.m. that Nancy Bearg Dyke

called about the situation in Lebanon. She wanted to know
whether there was any interagency planning taking place. So,

I called David Winn, Lebanon Desk Officer at State, who was

out, and I spoke with the Deputy Director Jim Collins about

4:00 p.m.. At 4:15 p.m. a meeting was being planned at State

to set up a working group on Lebanon, and a formal announcement
would be coming through the State system. After State organized
themselves, there might be an interagency group formed, according
to Collins. He is to call and let me know the status of their
organizing efforts. I said to Jim Collins that I was calling
purely to get information and not to suggest any interagency
planning. Then I called Nancy Bearg Dyke and told her what was
taking place; Nancy said that she was going to see Nick Veliotes
to see if something could be done regarding interagency planning.
She felt "frustrated" by the lack of an interagency effort. I
said to her that I didn't feel that the White House should appear

to be taking any initiatives, and that we should let State complete

their own organizing effort because of the sensitive nature of NSC

and State relations. We should await State's initiatives on
planning with respect to Lebanon, I concluded.



MEMORANDUM 2201 /7%
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL /

April 28, 1981

ﬁ/um

ACTION ,,/’::7

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
FROM: RAYMOND TANTER (.

SUBJECT: Palestine Congress of North America Objects
to Allen Statement on ABC TV Program 20/20
re Israel's Bombing of Southern Lebanon

The Palestine Congress of North America wrote you on April 3
taking exception to your comments on the 20/20 program. The
Palestine Congress of North America 1is a coordinating advisory
body for most of the Palestinian groups in the United States.

The basic hostility of these groups to US policy would not be
affected by a response, therefore there is nothing to gain by
responding. Also, there is a risk that the Palestine Congress

is likely to use any response out of context to make a propaganda
point.

Further, for your information, at Tab A, I am attaching a news
release issued by Arab-American community leaders. The incoming
letter is at Tab B.

RECOMMENDATION

That You do not respond to the Palestine Congress letter.

Approve Zé 225: Disapprove
s

Attachments



Immediate Release . Contact: Helen Hatab
: : 1611 Connecticut Ave.,
April 4, 1981 Washington, D.C. 20009
1:00 p.m. Tel: (202) 797-7662.
- ARAB-AMERICANS. ._%
o CAtt“FOR“““‘*‘X
. ALLEN*S"RESIGNATION ~ 7~ -
P o 4
Washington DC--- Representing a combined membership of over

2,000,000 Arab-Americans, leaders of a number of Arab-American
organizations from cities across the U.S. today joined to call

for the resignation of Richard Allen as National Security Adviser.

In a statement to the White House, they said that Allen's
remarks on the ABC program 20/20, aired on April 2, 1981,

showed "deep disrespect for Arab human life."

A1]en"had condoned Israeli incursion into South Lebanon
as justifiable and as. in legitimate "hot nursuit”. One of the'
‘Arab-American 1eaaers in Washington, Dr. James Zogby,
dep]ored'Allen's remarks: "For those of us who are .lLebanese
and Palestinian, whoAhave seén the death and destruction in
South Lebanon," said Zogby, "A]]eﬁ's remarks constitute the
moral equiQa]ent of justifying the holocaust, or simply

denying that it ever took place.".
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CONGRESS

OF NORTH AMERICA

April 3, 198]
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The Honorable Richard V. Allen g

[,’1
National Security Council /ﬁ/f7 f‘ﬁ' !
Executive Office Building
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. ’/”,/f”’/’/
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Allen:

With regard to your appearance on ABC's "20/20" documentary, "The
Unholy War," broadcast April 2, 1981, the Palestine gbngress of North America
takes exception to and strongly protests your irresponsible statements justi-
fying the continuous Israeli bombing of Southern Lebanon {condemned not only
officially by the United States, but internationally), and calling the
Palestine Liberation Organization "a terrorist organization.”

Statements such as these not only revea) a profound ignorance of the
conflict in the Middle East and a gross insensitivity towards the Arab people,
but are contrary to established United States policy and seriously endanger
the possibilities of peace in the Middle East.

The Palestine Liberation Organization has been declared by Palestinians
everywhere as the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.
The struggle of the Palestinian people for liberation is a legitimate and an
honorable one. It is the Palestinian people who have systematically suffered
under Israeli institutional terrorism. Under the direction of Menachem Begin,
the Zionist terrorist group, the Irgun Gang, ordered an attack on the unarmed
village of Deir Yassir, where 254 men, women and children were slaughtered.

In 1953, Moshe Dayan created Military Unit 101 to raid defenseless Arab
villages, including the raid against Qibya, which left 53 innocent men, women
and children dead. 1In 1978, Ezer Wiezmann ordered the invasion of Lebanon
that displaced over 800,000 people and left over 500 dead, many killed by
U.S.-supplied antipersonnel cluster and concussion bombs.,

That Israel purposely attacks civilian areas in Lebanon was made clear
by Israeli Army Chief of Staff Gur, who told an Israeli reporter: "Since
when has the population of South Lebanon become so important? . . . From the
time of our Independence War until now, we have been fighting against the
civilian (Arab) population which 1nhab1ted the villages and towns.

of
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The Honorable Richard V. Allen
April 3, 1981
Page Two

Yet despite unrelenting Israeli attacks against the Palestinian people,
its leadership, the PLO, persistently has sought a just peace in the Middle
East. Even after Israel conquered the West Bank and Gaza, the PLO called for
a "free democratic society in Palestine," which would formally recognize the
equal rights of all people in that area. Israel, however, completely rejected
the Palestinian peace proposal. Nevertheless, in 1974, the PLO stated that
it sought to establish an independent, national state "on any part" of
liberated Palestine. Again, Israel answered the peace offer with increased
bombing of Southern Lebanon.

We strongly urge you to reexamine the historical facts of the conflict
in the Middle East and particularly the Palestine Liberation Organization's
peace proposals. This issue has grave implications not only for Arab-American
relations, but for Middle East peace.

We call for an immediate retraction of your remarks which endanger the
recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization and its inclusion in the
negotiation process, essential for peace in the Middle East.

Sincerely yours,
i ittt

Said Arikat

Executive Director






Immediate Release . Contact: Helen Hatab

. . - 1611 Connecticut Ave.,HW
April 4, 1981 Washington, D.C. 20009
1:00 p.m. Tel: (202) 797-7662.
KWashington DC--- Representing a combined membership of over

2,000,000 Arab-Americans, Jeaders of a number of Arab-American
organizations from cities.across the U.S. today joined to call

for the resignation of Richard Allen as National Security Adviser.

In a statement to the White House, they said that Allen's
remarks on the ABC program 20/20, aired on April 2, 1981,

showed "deep disrespect for Arab human life."

Allen had condoned Israeli incursion into South Lebanon
as justifiable and as in legitimate “hot oursuit®. One of the
Arab-American leaders in Washington, Dr. James Zogby,
deplored Allen's remarks: "For those of us who are lLebanese
and Palestinian, who have seen the death and destruction in
South Lebanon," said Zogby, "Allen's remarks constitute the
moral equivalent of justifying the holocaust, or simply

denying that it ever took place."



Palestine Human Rights Campaign

L Naticnal Office

. ' P.O. Box 3033 -

AT Washington, D.C. 20010
' 202-296-5089

Jomes Zogby. Chairmon .
Abdeen Jobora. Counsed

SPONSORS (portial list):
Rev. Rolph Abemothy

- Jormes Abourezk Apr'i 17 . 1981
Ibratum Abu-Lughod
EqQba! Ahmad '
Rev Dewey Deegle
Rev Domel Bergon . .
Rev. Phiiip Bemgon’ . -
Rev. Jomes Devel .
Andre Bumet
4 Josephine Dutter
< Rev. Ben Chowis
Noam Chomsky ’ TO
Tom Comell
Cong. John Conyers (D-mY)

Jobn H Dawis . . : .
Dawid Deilinger FROM: James Zogby, National Chairman
Ricnorg Folk
Cong. Walier Fountroy (D-DC
uter Faiona Foron "FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Ken Giles
Rev. Jomes Grop
Gene Guernero

Judge lose Gunerez (1)  PHRC Mayors' Appeal of February 12, 1981

Marnonne Homiton
Rev Auhommod Kenyario and State Department response
Rev F.D. Kimpainck : )
Virgio Lophom
Rev. Joseph Lowery (2 )
Don Luce
Jack Mchinowski

rev. ot oo (3) American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee protest

Withom Means to ABC over it's 20/20 Program of April 2, 1981,
Wes Mchoelson “The Unholy War". ADC is also filing a formal
Jock O Det " FCC protest.

Antono Orencoin
Eleanor Ottemess ) . ° .
Juon Jose Peno To support this protest, please write to:
Thomas } Ponter .
Rep. David Richorcson

Thomos Ricws Stephen F. Sewell, Assistant Chief

: *PHRC Key .Contact Persons

;:wofa 50': . . Complaints & Compliiance Division
Henry wCrsChil
Y e Seeger Broadcast Bureau o
Richore Shadvoe Federal Communications Commission
Ropen Shotier Washington, DC 20554
Hishc™ Shareb: )
Hope S:evens <
Ren Weaers Please send a copy to
Rev Humprey Waiz ’
few Mome Barbara Newman, Producer
ORGANIZAT:ONS: . " 20/ 29 Program .
Assguonon of Arab-Amencsn Uraveisity . . Amer] can Broadcas‘tn ng Company
: Groouotes ) 7 Hest 66th Street
Biock Theo'ogy Proect New York, NY 10023
. Block Unized front
tntermaucnal Treaty Courc! of Atm . and a copy to
Nouengi Assocgnon of & a0 Asmeccons - .
Neor fast Com ot Anvomien Ommedex : American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committe
News Amecan Mn. e ot 1611 Connecticut Avenue, #8
Coe-onor BUSH , Washington, DC 20009

Rozo Un:ido Parry
© e



Appeal on Eehalf of Palestinian Majors

Dur1ng the last week of December 1981, Muharmed Milham
and Fahd Qawasmi {Palestinian Mayors of Halhoul and Hebron) were
on a hunger strike at the United Nations. They were calling
attention to Israel's refusal to implement a unanimous Un1ted
Nations resolution call for their right to return.

We Americans concerned with human rights and peace
cannot remain silent in the face of this powerful challenge.

What is at stake is their basic human right to return
to their homes, as guaranteed by the Fourth Geneva Convent1on
(1949)--to which Israel is a signatory. ~

What is at stake is peace and the future relations
between Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews.

We call on our government to demand that Israel honor
the United Nations reso]ut1on and international Taw.

We call on Israel to return the Mayors to their homes
and families.

ENDORSED BY:

Rep. Walter Fauntroy (D-DC)

Rep. dohn Conyers (D-Mi)

Rep. Paul Findley (R-IL)

Rep. Nick Rayhall (D-WV)

Rep. Tom Daschell (D-SD)

Richard Hatcher, Mayor of Gary, Indiana

Maryanne Mahaffey, President of Detroit City Counc11

I.F. Stone

Ramsey Clark

Gail Pressburg, Director Middle East Program, American Friends Service Co
Fred Daboul, President, City Council of Dearborn, Michigan
Judge Jose Gutt1erez

Herb McFadden, Detroit City Council

Ron Halter, Secretary of National Black Political Assemb]y

Hope Stevens, Chair » National Conference of Black Lawyers
James Abourezk '

Professor Noam Chomsky, M.I.T.

Rev. Ralph AbernatRy

Rep. David Richardson, Chair, Black Caucus, Penn. State Legislature
Sister Falaha Fattah, Co-Chair, Black Unxted Front

Josephine Butler, Cha1r, D.C. Statehood Party

Professor Edward Said, Columbia University

Rev. Paul Mayer, Mobilization for Survival

Tom Cornell, Catholic Peace Fellcwship



(Mayors' appeal) cont'd

Endorsad, cont'd

Henry Schwarzchild

Rev. Joserh Lowery, Southern Christian Leadership Con.erenc=

Gene Guerrero, Georgia A.C.L.U.

Jack 0'Dell, Operation PUSH

Professor Ibrahim Abu-Lughod, Northwestern University

Professor Richard Falk, Princeton University

William Means, American Indian Movement

Juan Jose Pena, Presicent, Raza Unida Party

Eleanor Otternes, President, Mid-West women's International League
Jim Wallis, Sojcurners

Rev. Don Wagrer, Palestine Human Rignts Campaign

James Zogby, Director, American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee
and 127 other civic leaders and representatives of American reNgious
political and human rights crganizations.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

MARC!v 2 31927

Dear Dr. Zogby:.

This letter is in response to your telegram of
February 12, 1981 calling upon the Government of the
United States to take action to have Mayors Qawasmi
and Milhim returned- to the West Bank.

As you are undoubtedly aware, the United States
opposed the deportation of the mayors as a violation
of provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibit-
ing the deportation of inhabitants from occupied terri-
tories regardless of motive. The Government of Israel
is well aware of our views on this matter.

We realize that these deportations weigh heavily
. on their families and frienas. We continue to hope that
a way will be found to permit them td return to their
homes and their families and to resume their respon51—

bilities. f
Since’/
e 4 M

s Draper
puty Assistant Seécretary
Bureau of Near Eastern

and South Asian Affairs

Dr. James J. Zogby

National Chairman

Palestinian Human Rights
Campaign

National Headquarters

1322 18th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20036



STATEMENT ISSUEDR BY ARAB-AMERICAN COMMUNITY LEADERS

On ABC's 20/20 aired on April 2, 1981, National Security Advisor Richard
Allen characterized Israel's repeated violations of Lebanon's sovereignty
as justifiable and as in legitimate "hot pursuit®.

In fact, 'Israel's incursions into Lebanon, especially since 1978, have

" frequently been characterized- by massive and indiscriminate she111ng of
civilian areas, often times involving i1legal use of U.S.-supplied weapons.
The toll in human 1ife and suffering has been staggering: over 2,000 .
Lebanese and .Palestinians have been killed, over 600,000 left homeless.
Richard Allen's cavalier remarks display a deep disrespect for Arab human
lives. Furthermore, Mr. Allen's comments fly in the face of stated U.S.

- policy on this question. Arab-Americans insist that Richard Allen should
resign. ’

Abdeen Jabara, ACCESS (Detroit)
Dr. Edward Said, New York City
Dr. Hisham Sharabi, Washington, D.C.

:>>Ibrah1m Tawasha, National Association of Arab Amer1cans (San Fransisco)
Jean Kha111 Asscciation of Arab-American Un1vers1ty Graduates (San Fransisco)
Dr. FMuhammad Said, Prairie Arab Association (South Dakota)
Saber and Nabila Shehada, Palestine Arab Fund
George Mahshie,IArab American Association of Syracuse
Ibrahim Abu-Lughod, Chicago
Mounir and Katherine Bayoud, Arab Amrarican Association (Dallas)
‘Ayoub Talhami, Palestine Human Rights Campa1gn (Chicago)
Dr. Nabil Abraham, American-Arab Anti- Discrimination Committee (Detro1t)
Hassan Hammami, Arab-American Association (Cincinnati)
Wafiya Shafey, Arab American Cultural Center (Miami)
Hamzi Alami, Palestine Arab Fund (Denver)
Dr. Michael Suleiman, Association of Arab-American Univeristy Graduates (Kansas'
> Robert Thabit, National Association of Arab-Americans (Hew York)
Murad Farah, Ramallanh Federation (Jacksonville)
Dr. Naseer Aruri, Boston
Dr. Mujid Kazimi, Boston _ .
. 'Dr. James Zcgby, American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committed (wasﬂington,.D.C.)
Mounzer Chaarani, Arab-American Association of Orange County
Fred Milkie, Jr., Seattle .
Khalil Nakhleh, Assoc1at1on of Arab-American Unaver1sty Graduates (Boston)
;) Robert Hazo, MNational Association of Arab Americans (Pittsburgh)
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L AMERICAN-ARAB ANTI-DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE

April 6, 1981

Mr. Geraldo Rivera

American Broadcasting Company .
20/20 Program .

7 West 66th Street .

New York, NY 10023 ™

Dear Mr. Rivera:

I am writing this letter in reference to the 20/20 program on
“The Unholy War" which ran April 2, 1981 in Washington, DC.

I must first of all say that I was absolutely stunned to discover that
ABC had lent itself, its facilities, and its prestige to such an outright
propaganda effort on behalf of Israel. It has always been difficult to
achieve any semblance of intellectual honesty vis-a-vis Middle East
politics, but in years of watching news coverage.of the Middle .East I am
unable to recall anything, either written or produced for television,

which has been quite as unfair and as one-sided as the show you produced
and narrated.

You succeeded in establishing two principal stereotypes. First; that
the Israelis are the good underdogs in the Middle East conflict, who:

(a) are both clever and wise in their defense
against the "Arab bulTies";

(b) treat even "Arab terrorists" humanely because
Israelis do not like to kill; and

(c) are the only people in the Middle East capable
of mourning their dead.

Second, you have established an image of the Pa]est1n1ans as blood-thirs:y
Orientals, who:

Organizing Direclors:

" James G. Abourezk
James J. Zogby

1641 CONNECTICUT AVE. N.W. O WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 O3 Phone: (202) 797-76¢2



Geraldo Rivera .
. April 6, 1981 ' 2

(a) relish killing people; and

(b) are so sub-human as not to care about
' their own dead.

These stereotypes were accomplished by you through a massive ser1es of journz
istic half-truths, omissions, and historical inaccuracies.

- Your portrayal of Palestinians as blood-thirsty Moslem cut-throats totally
omitted the significant historical reality of the Middle East--that is, that
the Palestinians were 1iving peaceably in Palestine, minding their own ¢
business prior to World War I. They had been promised their own state by the
major powers. After the war, however, the Zionist movement began to move in
earnest to accomplish their goal of a Jewish state in Palestine. They sought
to facilitate their plan by instigating a major shift in population, so as
to increase the Jewish population while decreasing that of the Palestinian
Arabs. This "population transfer", as the Zionist movement termed it, was to
be achieved by a combination of political and military moves, as well as by
outright acts of terror. The Palestinians responded to this plan. You were
quite adept during your program in showing the Palestinian response, without
once indicating the provocation which had resulted in that response. Quite
simply, the army of the Jewish settlers (the Haganah) and the terrorist
groups (Nathan Yalin-Mor's Stern gang, and Menachem Begin's Irgun) by force
~ of arms drove out of Palestine a sufficient number of Palestinian Arabs to aliow
the Jewish settlers to create their own state on Palestinian Arab land. If
-you were to take the trouble to read J. Bower Bell's sympathetic account of
the Jewish terrorist groups, "Terror out of Zion", you would find documented,
in a sympathetic manner, every bloody act committed by the Irgun-and the
. Stern gang. As distasteful as is violence to me, it becomes quickly apparent
that the PLO is Tike a boy scout troop compared to the Stern gang and the Irgun
between 1940 and 1948.

Using your own figures, that some.300 Israeli citizens have been killed
by Palestinian terrorist attacks, you have totally ignored the thousands of
Lebanese and Palestinian civilians who have been killed by the Israeli Air Ferce
and the Israeli Army during their invasions, bombings and strafings of southern
Lebanon over the past eleven years. It is incredible to me that you could
report on Middle East terror without including the thousands of civilian
deaths for which Israel is responsible, and without even showing one Lebanese
or Palestinian mother weeping for her children, unless you sincerely believe
that Arabs are so sub-human as to be incapable of mourning their dead.
Regrettably, Mr. Rivera, the attitude which allows you to spend a full hour
on network television making Arabs Took sub-human in the manner in which you dic
is embedded quite deeply in racism. You have left an impression in its strorge:

sense that the 1ife of an Israeli child is worth far more than the 11fe of an
Arab child.
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Your statement that the Lebanese civil war was one between Christian
Lebanese and Moslem Palestinians is also one that is based in near total
inaccuracy. That tragic war at the outset has been a class war. Your
portrayal of Bashir Jemayel as-an innocent and sweet defender of his native
land against a Moslem invasion is at least as biased, if not more so, as the
way you portrayed Palestinians versus Israelis during the rest of your show.
When you cited the unfortunate death of Bashir Jemayel's daughter, you
neglected to report that Bashir Jemayel had previously ordered the execution
of ‘the son of the former President of Lebanon, Suleiman Franjieh, a fellow
Lebanese Maronite Christian. In the process of viciously consolidating his
power within the right wing community in Lebanon, Jemayel had Franjieh's son,
Tony, his wife, and his 18 month-0ld daughter executed. They were killed in
.their home in northern Lebanon, and after they were shot by Jemayel's thugs,
their .throats were cut. As a final insult to Su1e1man Franjieh, they also
cut the throat of the. family dog.

You also neg]ected to report that Israel, using American weapons and money, i

resisting the reestablishment of any central author1ty in Lebanon by the
Lebanese jovernment.

Mr. Rivera, I don't really expect you to be swayed by any corrective
statements such as the ones I have made, but I am nevertheless compelled to
write to you to strongly protest the irresponsible use of such a powerful
medium as a television network for unashamed political propaganda as you have
done. 1 sincerely believe that ABC should offer equal time for an unbiased
journalist to report fairly and equally and truthfully on the Middle East conflict

Very truly yours,
/ )
o

" Jamég” Abourezk
Chairman

JA:prr

cc: Mr. Roone Arledge, President, ABC
Hugh Downs, 20/20 Program
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
Barbara Newman, 20/20 Program

bce: Dr. James Zogby, ADC
' Dr. Edward Said, Columbia University
Dr. Hisham Sharah, Georgetown University
Ambassadors of Arab League States in Washington, DC
National Advisory Committee, ADC
Key Contact Persons, ADC



U.S. SUCCUMBS TO ISRAELI PRESSURE

NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION IN SUPPORT OF
ZIAD ABU EAIN’S
RIGHT TO LIVE FREE FROM POLITICAL OPPRESSION

Friday, March 20, 1981 Washington, D.C.

ASSEMBLE AT LAFAYETTE PARK (WHITE HOUSE)
AT 10:00 A.M.
MARCH TO STATE DEPARTMENT

MARCH TO FREE ZIAD FROM
ISRAELI POLITICAL OPPRESSION

On February 20, 1981, the U.S. Court of Appeals ruled for the extradition
of Ziad Abu Eain to Israel to be tried for his alleged participation in resis-
tance acts.

The U.S. State Department, in an unprecedented move, intervened in the
judicial proceedings, in an effort to insure Ziad's extradition. |t is seeking
to establish a precedent that will eliminate the "'political offense’’ exception
in the extradition treaty. Ziad is being used as a test case by the U.S. State
Department in its effort to change the law.

To defend Ziad’s rights, a NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION to free Ziad will
be held.

SPONSORED BY:

For further information, contact:
PCNA NATIONAL OFFICE (202) 244-5573



Statement of t!
With Respect t. i
Third World Community in the United States

!

The Palestine Congress of North America
strongly protests thé preéssures to which Ambassador
Andrew Young was subjected leading to his resignation.
The acceptance of the Young resignation is direct
proof of the existence of what is in effect a '
Zionist veto over United States foreign policy
vis-a-vis the Arab World.

Despite the tragic loss of the services
of a most distinguished American statesman, there
has been a very positive by-product of the Young
resignation. Now, more than ever before, the entire
Third World Community is acutely aware of the vital
role it can play in determining and directing
United States foreign policy. We of the Palestinian
community in the United States welcome this
development.

We note that many leaders of the Black
community have been increasingly involved in
discussions with Arab American organizations. Some
Black leaders have already initiated direct contact
with the representative of the Palestine Liberation
Organization at the United Nations. We are greatly
encouraged by these activities.

The Palestine Congress of North America
stands for the liberation of all of the oppressed
peoples of the world. We stand against racism in
all of its manifestations including Zionism and
anti-Semitism. We stand committed to the building
of new alliances and coalitions with other minority
groups working together for a United States foreign
policy predicated on the attainment of genuine
human rights for all of the people of the world.

We extend an open invitation to meet with
representatives of the Third World Community in
order to explore possible areas of cooperation in
forging this new alliance.
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Post Office [lox 9621/ Washington D C 20016/ Telephone  (202)244-5573,/ Telex JFG 64158

Feébruary 13, 1981

Mr.
Leg. Asst.
Senator

Dirksen Senate Qffice Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr.

The crisis in the Middle East is no longer a distant issue. The storm

is on the horizon, directly affecting the lives, the well-being, and the
economic prospects of our communities in the United States. Indeed, it is
not even a single issue -- it affects the American pecple ir myriad, and
sometimes nouv well-understood ways. i

From energy prices to the threat of military conflict -- and the prospect of
Americen trocps once more fighting a foreign war -- to the massive zrms ani
aid programs that drain a budget already insufficiently geared to the pressing
needs of Black communities, the Middle East crisis impacts disastrously on

our everyday reality. Despite a U.S. policy that increasingly is focused on
this area of the world, the situation is not improving; it is getting worse,

We would like to invite you to attend an important Policy Roundtzble on
"Domestic Implications of the Mideast Crisis and U.S. Policy" to be held on:

Saturdav, March 7, 1981
2168 Rayburn uu11d1ng) nsh11=ton L.C
' 1:00 - 5:00 PH

During this Roundtable, distinguished scholars, activists and specialists

will present policy briefings for your consideraztion 2nd discussion on such
crucial issues as: (1) Energy; (2) Arms, Aids &nd Allies: Costs and Dangers
in U.S. Policy; (3) South Africa and Israel; (4) Peace and the Palestinian
Question; and (5) The Arab World: Conflict or Cooperation. The briefings will
substantively examine these issues as they relate to the problems and concerns
of domestic constituencies.

This is, of course, not s public meetirg, but we would welcomz your suggestiors
as to. others wvho should be invited. It will be absolutely closed to the press.
Please RSVP to Leila McDowell at (202) 244-5573. We certainly hope to see you
or a representative from your office on Harch 7 for an important and stimulating
discussion of these issues.

Slncerel),

KLl Nalball /ZMJK%EW/

Dr. Khalil Nakhleh, Presicdent Dr. Samih Farsoun, Chairman
Association of Arab-American Palestine Congress of
University Graduates North America

Enclosures
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‘Dear Friends:

I am most pleased to note the convening of a potentially

meaningful and informative public forum on "Domestic Implications

of the Mideast Crisis and U.S. Policy'.

This policy roundtable to be held on Saturday, March
7, 1981 in 2168 Rayburn Building between the hours of 1:00 PM
and 5:00 PM will, as I understand it, focus its attention
on strategies to lessen tension in the troubled Middle East
and the domestic implications of U.S. decision-making on
foreign policy development.

As one who has studied first-hand, non-violent strategies
to reduce conflict, I urge all invited who are committed
to world peace through non-violence to attend.

Sincerely yours,

Muqy%oﬂ:;;

WALTER E. FAUNTROY
Member of Congress
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Palestine Congress of North America
Post Office Box 9621 /Washington, D.C. 20016/ Telephone: (202)244-5573/Telex: JFG 64158

NAYORS' MARCH TO RETURN HOME
National Demonstration ip Washington, DC
June 15, 1980

In recent weeks, Increased organized terrorism by Jewish
settlers and Israeli military forces has attempted to liquidate
the elected Palestinian leadership in order to remove all vocal
opposition to the Camp David autonomy plan.

On May 3, Israell military authorities illegally expelled
Palestinian Mayor Mohammed Milhem, MNayor Fahad Qawasmeh and
Sheikh Rajab Bayoud Tamimi from the occupied West Bank. This
reprehensible action 1Is in direct contravention of the Fourth
Geneva Convention and has further exposed the repressive nature
of the Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza. Despite
repeated condemnations in the United Nations Security Council,
Israel has adamantlg refused to allow the officials to return.

“Last week's bazbazlc car bomb at;acks, which left two other
Mayors, Karim Khalif of Ramallah andABassam Shaka of .Nablus,
permabent]g‘maimed, is but the most recent attempt to brutally
liquidate elected Palestinian officia]s. '

The eprJSJOn of ‘Mayors Mllbem and Qawasmeh and Sheikh
"Tamimi, as wel] e the terrorist attack agalhst Mayors Khalif
and Shaka, attest to a calculated pattern of Israeli intimida-
tion and persecution. N

,Today's ‘demonstration 1s the culmination of the Nayor’év
thirteen-city tour across the United States, and 1is designéd
to build strcng and lasting support among various sectors of
the American public for their right to return hone. All
-concerned 1individuals ﬁresent todéy march 1in ‘support of the
fundamental human rights of these officials and all Palestipian

people suffering under the repressive Israeli occupation.
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Co-sponsors:

Senator James Abourezk

All African Peoples Revolutionary Party

American Aralb Sociely (Dallas)

American Federation of Ramallah,
Palestine

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

Arab American Association for Progress
(Houston)

Arab American Association of Virginia

Arab American Congress for Palestine
(Chicago)

Arab American Congress for Palestine
(Romulus, MI)

Arab Center for Economic & Social Services

Arab Club (San Francisco)

Arab Community Center (Chicago)

Arab Communitv Center (Hubbard)

Arab Cultural Center (Washington, DC)

Arab Palestinian Association in Toronto

Arab Social Club (Cleveland)

Arab Social Club (New York)

Arab Women Society of Chicago

Association of Arab-American Universityv
Graduates

Beit Hanina Palestine Social Club
(Detroit)

Beit Hanina Social Club (San Francisco)

Canadian Arab Friendship Association

Canadian Arab Societv of Windsor, Ontario

Canadian Palestinian Arab Association
(London, Ontario)

Club Arabe Ponceno

Commission on Justice, Liberation and
Human Fulfillment, National Council
of Churches

Committee for Democratic Palestine

Committee of Palestinians in New England

Deir Dibwan Association

Congressman Walter Fauntrov (D-DC)

Congressman Paul Findley (R-JL)

General Union of Palestinian Women
(New York)

Independent Grocers Association

Independent Youth Group

Barbara Lupo, Clergv & Laity Foncexned

Congressman Paul McCloskev (R-CA)

‘Middle East Research and Information Project

National Association of Arab Americans

7

National Black Pastors Conference

Natioual Conference of Black Lawvers

Organization of Arab Students

Palestine Aid Society (Detroit)

Palestine American Cultural Club of Oregon
and SW Washington

Palestine Arab Association (Waterloo, Ontar:

Palestine Arab Association (Montreal)

~Palestine Arab Association (Ottawa)

Palestine Arab Fund
Palestine Arab Society of Utah
Palestine Human Rights Campaign
Palestine I[nformation Committee (New York)
Palestine Red Crescent (Detroit)
Palestine Red Crescent (North Carolina)
Palestine Red Crescent Society

(New York & New Jersey)
Palestine Solidarity Committee
Palestine War Victims Society
Palestinian Women Organization (San Fran.)
Quebec-Palestine Association .
Congressman Nick Rahall (D-WV)
Raza lnida
Sahel Club (San Francisco)
Supporters of the Lebanese National Movemen
Turmus Avia Society (New Jersey)
Union of Arab Women (Washington, DC)
United American Arab Congress (Los Angeles)
United Holy Land Friends
United Arab Community Club
Jim Wallis, Sojourners
Women's Association (Cleveland)
Women's International League for Peace

and Freedom

Organization listed for identification purposes.






CONSTITUTION OF THE PALESTINE CONGRESS OF NORTH AMERICA
PREAMDLE

Tha Prlactinian Arnh Camemiiningin Narth Amanen adharac ta tha nrdnciniac that the Palacrinion neanie ~ansritiire nn indi-
o
th
a

S e d-
once with the pohnes of the PLO

The Palestine Arab Community it North America upholds the basic tundomentol human and national rghts of oII people

and affirms its opposition to racism in all of its monmifestatians including Ziorism and antt-Semitism.

In furtherance of these principles, the Palestinion Arab Cammunity In North Americo he-eby creates the Polestine Cangress

of North Americo in order ta assist the community In coordinating and organizing its political, educational, financial, and
social suppart of the Polestinion people in particular and the Arab people In general. '

s s -- - - e .

Anticle I. NAME
. The name of this council shall be the PALESTINE CONGRESS OF NORTH AMERICA.
Article Il. PURPOSE
The Congress shall be an odvisary council through which Palestinian arganizatians in the United States and Canada can
consult, and initiate areas of cooperation an projects and programs in fulfillment of the principles enunciated in the Pre-
amble. This Congress shall serve as an exoression of the opinion af the Palestinian Arab Community in North Americo on issues
- offecting the vital interests of the Polestinion People. .
Article Ill. THE ASSEMBLY
Section 1. Powers. The Assembly sholl be the highest decision-moking outhority within the Congress. The Assembly shall set
' policy guideiines which gaverin the wark of the Congress.

Section 2. Membership. The total number of seats in the Assembly ond their allocation shall be governed by Articles IV, V,
and Vibelow. No person sholl be entitled to hold more than one seatin the Assembly.

Section 3. Annual Meeting. The Congress shall held an annual meeting for purposes which shall include setting of policy,
reviewing of wark of the Congress, administrotive motters, and election of the Executive Committee.

Section 4. Special Meetings. At the request of either twa-thirds of those holding seats in the Assembly or of two-thirds of the
Executive Committee, there will be o special meeting of the Assembly in arder to toke the specific action re-
quested in the call for the meeting. There shall be ot least twenty days written notice prior to the commencemenr
of any special meeting.

Article IY. ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Palestinian American Ocganizations. Any Narth American argonization shali be entitled to full membership in the
Assembly as a Palestinian American orgonizotion if it submits to the Credentials Commitiee o Membership
Applicotion ond submission of the follawing:

a. Evidence thot the arganization subscribes ta the principles enunciated in the Preombie.
b. Evidence that the orgonization is in foct in existence, including @ detailed statement delineating its activities
and programs for the preceding twelve manths.

- c. A mailing list(including names and addresses) which demonstrates that the orgonvzouon has ot laast twenty-

five rnesnbers in good standing.

d, Evidence that the organizaotion is at least severity-five percent Polestinian.

Ques as prescribed in Article X.

Secuon 2. Defmmon of a Palestinian American. For the purpose of this Constitution, any Arab, 18 years or over, wha resides
in the United States or Conada sholi be considered a Paiestinian if:

a. s/hewas bom in Palestine: or :

b. s/heis o descendant of someone who was bornin Palestine; or

¢. s/he was living in Palestine prior to Moy 15, 1948 and s/ he was a Polestinian citizen.

_ Alsq, for the purpases of this Canstitution. any persan, 18 years ar over, shall be cansidered a Palestinian member,
if s/he is reloted by marriage ta either o persan who wos born in Palestine or to a person who is @ descendant of
someone who was born in Palestine.

Section 3. Classification of Palestinian American Organizatlons
. Notional Organizations. Any Polestinian American orgonization which atherwise meets the citerio prescribed

in Sectian 1 abave and which can document the existence of fifteen ar more duly canstituted chapters, each
of which has atieast twenty-five members, shall be cansidered o “National Organization.”

b. Reglanal Organizotions, Any Palestinian Americon organization which meets the critera prescribed in Section
1 above ond which can document the existence of less than fourteen chaopters, each of which has at least
twenty-five members, shall be considered a “Regional Organization.”

<. Exclusivity of Classification. For the purpases of this canstitution, an organization cannot be classiied in more
than one af the above delineated classifications.

Section 4. Definltian of o Chapter. A Chapter shall be defined as a subdivision of any argonization where that organization
has more than ane geogrophic lacation. In arder ta qualify its chapters, an arganization must provide the follow-
ingfor each individual chapter:

a. Astatement of the geagrophic bounds for membership of the chopter

b. Evidence thot the chapter is in foct in existence, including o detailed statement delineating its activities and
programs for the preceding twelve.months.

¢. A moiling list (including nomes and oddresses) whrch demonstrates that the chapter has at least twenty-five
members in good standing.

d. Evidence thot the chapteris at leqast seventy -five percent Paiestinian.

Section 5. Apportionment of Seats. :

a. National Organizotions. Notional Organizations shall be entited to be represented in the Assembly os
fallows: one at-lorge seat, one seat far each of its chopters, and an additional at-lorge seat far every ane hun-
dred members of the National Orgonizatian.

b. Regionol Orgonizatians. Every Regianol Orgonization shall be entitied ta one seot in the Assembly for each
chapterond an additional seat for every one hundred mermbers of the Regional Organizotion.

Asticle V. AREA CONFERENCES

Section 1. Definition. Four weehs pior 10 each Annuol Meeting of the Assembly Area Conferences shali be convened in all
cities where concentrations of Palestinians exist.

Section 2. Puipose. The purpose for calling the Area Conferences sholl be for the selection of regional representatives to the
Natianot Assembly.

Sectian 3. Participation. Any Pclesuinion Americon (os defined by Article [V, Sectian 2 abave) shall be entitled to participate
in an Area Conference provided he ar she hes paid on Area Conference fee of $5.00,

Section 4. Apportionment. An Area Conference sholl be entitled to clect ane reprezentative for every one hundred Palesti-
nian Amencans who hove paid the Area Conference fee and who in foct actually participate in the Area Con-
ference.



Section 5,

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Sectiond.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section J.

Section 1.

Section 2,

Secrion J.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 1.

a

Restrctions. There sholl be no proxies whotsoever for the Area Conference. Voting will take place only by those
present ot the meeting. Apportionment of seats to on Area Conference will be based only on those paid Area
Conferees who actually poructpated in the Area Conference.

Convening of Area Canferences. The Executive Committee shall agree upon o plan and mechanism for the con-
vening of Area Conferences. :

Term. Area representatives selected for the Assembly shall serve for a term of ane year commencing with their
election. : .

PATLIVIE YL, TME RLALWYITY L \WAW/ITUYII TR A

Powers. There shall be an Executive Committee which shall be empowered to exercise outhority for the Congress

within the broad palicy guidelines enunciated by the Assembly. The Executive Cammittee shall have all those

pawers generolly held by the Assembly except that it may not amend this Constitution.

Membership. The Executive Committee sholl consist of ot least 13 voting members, two of whom sholl be from

Conado. These sholl be selected os follows:

Q. Notionol Organizotians. Any Notionot Orgomization which meets the ¢riteria set forth in Article IV, Section Xo)
sholl be entitled to designate one representative ta serve on the Executive Committee.

b. At-Lorge Members. The Annuol Assembly sholl elect the balance of the members of the Executive Commit-
tee. However, ot least fifty percent plus one of the Executive Committee sholl alwoys be selected on on ot-
lorge basis.

¢. Members of the Palestine National Cauncll. All those residents of Narth America who are members of the
Palestine National Cauncit sholt be entitled to ex-afficia nan-vating membership on the Executive Commuttee,

Officers. The Executive Committee sholl elect persons fram within its ronks to serve os Coordinotor, Deputy Coor-

dinotor, Secretory ond Treosurer. The terms of these officers shall be for ane year,

Committees. The Executive Committee shatll be empowered ta establish any cammittees it deems necessory in

corrying out the mondate of the Congress. Amang these committees there sholl be o “"Credentiols Committee”

which will advise the Assembly on the credentialing of oll members.
Article Vill. LOCAL COORDINATING COMMITTEES

Purpose. There shall be Local Coardinating Committees in ony appropriote geographical area which sholl exist to

implement the purpose, goals ond decisions of the Congress.

Membership. Any Regional Organizaton which is @ member of the Cangress or ony chopter of o Notiario!l Organi-

zation which is a member of the Congress shail automatically be o member of the Local Coardinating Committee

for the geographic area in which thot Regianal Orgonizatian of local chapter is a part.

Authority. The Executive Committee shall establish broad guidelihes for the constitution ond operation of Local

Coordinating Committees. The Locol Coordinating Committees shall operote within the palicy guidelines

established by the Executive Committee.

Article [X. SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Supparn Groups. American organizotions which support the principles enunciated in the Preamble but which do

not meet the criterio to quolify as a Palestinion Americon arganization may submit on opplicotion form to

become on ex-officia non-voting observer to the Assembly.

Documentation of Support. Application farms for Supporting Organizations m.st be we!l documented with

evidence of support to the Preomble cf the Poiestine: Congress of North America,

Observer. Supporting arganizations shall be entitied to hove one non-vating observer in the Assembly.

Anicle X, ANNUAL DUES

Apportionment of Dues. The annuol dues schedule shall be as follows:

a. Polestinian American Organizations
(1) Nationol Orgontzotions:

$500, plus $1.00 per member.
(2) Regiono! Organizations:
$100, plus $4.00 per member.

b. AreqConferences
$5.00 per participant.

¢. Supporting Orgonizations
(1) Notionol Orgonizations .

$500
(2) Regional Organizations
$100
Fiscal Year. The Executive Committee shall establish o fiscal yeor.

Article XI. AMENDMENTS
Authodty, The Assembly is the only organizotion empowered to amend this Constitution.

Section 2. Amendments. Copies of ony prapased amendments to this Constitution must be received by the Coordinator ot
least thirty days prior to the commencement of the meeting which will consider the proposol. The Coordinotor will then cir-
aulate the proposol to the membership of the Assembly ot least twenty days prior to the commencement of the meeting
which woulid considet the propasal. If ewo-thirds of the rmembership of the Assembly cancurs with the proposed amendment,
it sholl be adopted. '

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Artide X{l. RATIFICATION PROCESS

Subsequent Meeting of Congsess. The next reqular meeting of the Palestine Congress of North America Assembly
shall be in September of 1980. At thot time. all organizations who have by thot date submitred completed
opplicotion forms with all supporting moterials and who hove paid dues will be centified for membership.
Initial Executive Committee. The Constitutional Conventian of the Palestine Congress of North America will elect
seven persons on on at-lorge basis ta serve 0s on hnitial Executive Committee. Additionally, ony orgonizotion
which qualifies 0s o Nationol Organization pursuont to Article [V, Section Xa) of this Constitution sholl immediote-
ly be entitled ta representation on the Executive Commuttee.
Authority of Initial Executive Cammittee. The Initial Executive Committee will oversee the work of the Polestine
Congress of North America including the ratification process until the initiol meeting of the Assembly in September
1980.
Deletion of Article Xil. This Article will be deleted from the Constitution ot the conclusion of the September 1980
meeting of the Assembly.

Adopted

Constitutional Convention

Woshington, D.C.

19 August 1979
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THE WHITE HOUSE ~ !
“SECRET-ATTAGHMENT - WASHINGTON

April 27, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RICHARD ALLEN

SUBJECT: Fighting in Lebanon

Attached is a copy of the Secretary of State's paper on Lebanon.

Attachment

cc: The Vice President
Ed Meese -
Jim Baker
Mike Deaver

d



S/S5 8113155

THE SECRETARY OF STATE /Sﬁﬁ-ﬁ-
WASHINGTON e |

April 27, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
From: Alexander M. Halg, Jr. ////’
Subject: Fighting in Lebanon

Over the weekend events in Lebanon took a sharp turn
for the worse. Syrian forces successfully attacked three
key Phalange positions along a ridge line which dominates
much of the Christian heartland. It is not clear whether
this Syrian move is tactical -- to stop Christian shelling
of Zahleh ~- or represents a grander plan to break the
Christian hold in the area. 1In the latter case, a vigor-
ous Israeli intervention is inevitable.

On Saturday and Sunday we undertook strong diplomatic
efforts to get the Syrians to pull back and to forestall
an Israeli response. We have talked directly to the
Syrians here and in Damascus as well as to a number of
other influential Arab governments including the Saudis.
We have also urged our European allies to support our
efforts. Finally, we are making demarches to the Soviets
here and in Moscow. We should know the preliminary results
of these efforts tomorrow when the Syrian Foreign Minister
visits Beirut.

SECRET—

GDS 4/27/87




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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LEBANON:;:New Syrian Attacks

Syrian attacks over the weekend on Phalange positions in the
" mountains northwest of Zahlah have improved Damascus' ability to
thvcaten traditional Christian areas.

The new clashes began on Saturday when Syrian forces,
backed by their Lebanese leftist allies, launched clear-
ing operations against-Phalange positions along the key
Sannin ridgelines northwest of Zahlah. Syrian troops
had seized control of the hills closest to Zahlah two
weeks. ago, forcing the Phalange out of their vantage '
points above the Bekaa Valley. Occupation of the Sannin
area will give the Syrians control of high ground that
overlooks -the hillsides and coastline of the Christian

heartland as well as complete domination of Zahlah and

The new Syrian military moves not only restrict
further Phalange access to the Zahlah area but place
Syrian or Syrian-supported troops in a position to carry
any future fighting directly into the Christian areas.
Syrian guns, moreover, would-be in a positipn to threaten
the traditional Christian districts where many families
of Phalange militiamen from Beirut have taken refuge dur-
ing fighting in the capital.

It is not c¢lear what Syrian intentions are.

l Sarkis yesterday sent his Foreign-Minister to
Damascus for talks with Syrian President Assad. The

I  Syrian Foreign Minister reportedly will go to Beirut

The Syrians are, however, in a position to expand
~_ the conflict with the Phalange. Over the last few weeks
A B they have been building up their Lebanesé ‘allies, in-

. cluding Christian forces in the north under former Presi-
dent Sulayman Franjiyah, and elements of the largely
Muslim National Movement to the south. .They also have
shifted some of their own forces closer to Beirut.

~

——~continued
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Even if the Syrians agree at some point to give up
the new positions they seized over the weekend, they
undoubtedly will turn them over to their allies rather
than let them be reoccupied by Christian militiamen. In
the months following the civil war in 1975-76, elements
of the National Movement held positions in this area,

these groups,
at Syrian urging, are making preparations to return.

The Israelis are concerned that the new Syrian moves
may alter the status quo in Lebanon but so far have con-
fined themselves to watching the situation. Meanwhile,
the Israeli Air Force yesterday carried out its fourth
airstrike this month against Palestinian targets in
southern Lebanon, hitting bases near Sidon and Nabatiyah.

4 TCS 2797/81
27 April 1981




LEBANON: Agreement Reached on Zahlah

The Syrians and the Christians apparently have agreed on a
. settlement concerning Zahlah.

The agreement is to go into effect today,

—_ -Zedacted- —Redacied— ——Redacted Redacted Redscted————Redactem—. Redacted— Redacted Redacted
/_3; ;;1 Redaciad Redacied Redacted-——-—Redacted Redeacted Redecieg Redacted Ftedaciej::
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The fighting slackened considerably throughout the
country yesterday, with only sporadic shooting incidents
reported in Beirut and the south. —

DECLASSIFIED IN PART., ~

" .
By 4L NARA, Date S 17/ UL







April 23, 1981
DRAFT

Dear

The President has asked me to thank you for your April 7 letter,
cosigned by 27 of your colleagues on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, expressing your grave concern over the present situa-
tion in Lebanon.

You may be assured that the Administration appreciates having
the benefit of your assessment of this sensitive matter. 1In
view of your strong recommendation that cert. in immediate

steps be taken to address this situation, I have taken the
liberty of directing your letter to the President's national
security advisers. I am sure that your observations and con-
cerns will be given careful consideration as the Administration
focuses on this issue.

Again, thank you very much for apprising us of your views.
With cordial regard, I am
Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C., 20515

MLF:CMP:KIR:

cc: w/inc to Jeff Kemp - NSC - for appropriate follow-up IF NECESSARY
(Please send copy of any reply to Max Friedersdorf)



April 23, 1981
DRAFT

Dear

The President has asked me to thank you for your April 10 letter,
cosigned by 16 of your colleagues on the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, expressing your grave concern over the present situa-

tion in Lebanon.

You may be assured that the Administration appreciates having
the benefit of your assessment of this sensitive matter. 1In
view of your strong recommendation that certain immediate

steps be taken to address this situation, I have taken the
liberty of directing your letter to the President's national
security advisers. 1 am sure that your observations and con-
cerns will be given careful consideration as the Administration
focuses on this issue.

Again, thank you very much for apprising us of your views.
With cordial regard, I am
Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdort
Assistant to the President

The Honorable
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MLF:CMP:KIR:

cc: w/inc to Jeff Kemp - NSC - for appropriate follow-up IF NECESSARY
(Please send copy of any reply to Max Friedersdorf)



April 24, 1981 DRAFT

Dear Mrs. Oakar:

The President has asked me to thank you for your April 10
letter advising him of your deep concern regarding the
situation in Lebanon. We also appreciate receiving the
views contained in the letter which you and Congressman
Rahall addressed to Secretary Haig.

You may be assured that the Administration welcomes having
the benefit of your personal insight, particularly the first-
hand information which you and your colleagues were able to
gather during your visit to Lebanon last year. In view of
your strong recommendation that Lebanon's problems be settled
with immediacy, I have taken the liberty of directing your
letter to the President's national security advisers. I am
sure that your observations and concerns will be given
careful consideration as the Administration focuses on this
issue,

Again, thank you very much for your interest in apprising us
of your views.

With cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Mary Rose Oakar
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MLF:CMP:KIR:kir

cc: w/inc to Jeff Kemp - NSC - for appropriate follow—-up IF NECESSARY
(Please send copy of any reply to Max Friedersdorf)









>

vy

.

HOWARD H, RAKLR, JR., TENN.
JEREE HELME, N.C,

0, ). HAYARAWA, CALIF,
RICHARD G. LUGAR, IND.

CHARLES MEC C. BATHIAZ, JR., WD,

MANCY L. KASSEAAUM, KAME,
BUDY BOSCHWITZ, MINN.
LAanAY PRESSLER, 8. OAK.

CHARLES H. PRRCY, 1LL., CHATRMAN

CLAIBORME PELL, R.4.
JOSEFPH R, BIDEN, JH,, DEL.
JOHN GLENN, OHMWO

PAUL 5, AARBANES, D,
EOWARD TORINGKY, NEBR,
FAUL K, TSONROAS. MAGS,
ALAN CRAMSTON, CALIF.

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, CONN.

EQWANE 3. BANDERS, GTAFF DIRECTOR
] % GERTLD 5, CHALESTIANGON, MINOHITY ETAFF DIRECTOA

i
'
'

The President
The White House

Washington, DC

Dear Mr.

President:

20500

WVinifed Diates  Denate

COMMITTEE ON FOREI!GN RELATIONS
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20310

April 10, 1981

020076

We are writing to express our concern over recent events
in Lebanon and are pleased that the Administration is making
efforts to end the blocdshed.

The Syrian army's indiscriminate shelling of the
Christian city of Zahlah is indefensible. Hundreds of
civilians have been killed or wounded by Syrian artillery
and tank fire in the past six days. This large-scale and
completely unnecessary violence is the type of thing the
Syrian forces were supposed to prevent, not promote.

Five years ago, when the Syrian troops entered Lebanon,
their professed purpose was to restore order and to assist the
Lebanese Central Government in reasserting its authority

throughout the country.

In October 1976 the Arabh League gave

the Syrian presence a multi-national veneer by adding contingents

from other Arab states.
Saudi Arabia,

However, the other Arab states --

North Yemen, the Sudan and the United Arab

Emirates -- have long since withdrawn their forces leaving the
Syrians as the only contingent of the ori ;inal multi-national

force.

In 1978, there were similar shellings of Christian areas

by Syrian forces.
five years,
to occupier.

Indeed, it aopears that during the past
the Syrians have changed their role from peacekeeper
At the same time, the Syrians have enhanced their

position by becoming the patrons of the PLO and pro-Soviet

Lebanese forces.
of Beirut,

When the Syrians withdrew from mositions south
they turned them over to the PLO rather than to the

newly constituted Army of the Lebanese Central Gowvernment.

Mr. President, a continuation of the present situation and
the attacks on the Christian community is outrageous and only
contributes to the tensions and strains which for too long have
wracked that unfortunate country.
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The President

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr.

20500

President:

Uongress of the United States
Conmittee on Horeign Affairs

House of Representutives
Washington, B.EL. 20515

April 7, 1981

018165

With so many tragedies afflicting the world, it is not surprising
that some are given relatively little attention until it is almost too

late.

A case in point is Lebanon, which has suffered from a six-year:

war that has devastated what was once a pro-Western and peaceful nation.

Throughout this period, the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), with the primary backing of Libya and Syria,has been conducting
terrorist/guerrilla operations against the citizenry of Lebanon and

neighboring Israel.

All of these activities have been launched from

heavily fortified enclaves that are maintained in defiance of central
government authorities.

The upshot of this horrible conflict in human terms is that one

of every four Lebanese men,

wounded or left homeless.
current outbreak of hostilities, that translates into over 75,000 dead,
350,000 wounded and 300,000 refugees. Needless to say, given the savage
nature of Syrian shelling of the Christian community in Zahlah, these
figures may need significant revision.

women,
According to estimates received before the

or children has been either killed,

In assessing the situation in Lebanon, Syria's role warrants the

severest of scrutiny and condemnation.

Whatever can be said about its

original peacekeeping intentions as the predominant element of the Arab

Deterrent Force

(ADF), it 1is clear that over the past several years

Syrian forces have been shielding PLO terrorist activities directed

against Israel and the Christian community within Lebanon.

This, of

course, also serves Syria's continuing efforts to realize its historical
objective of absorbing all or part of Lebanon into a "greater Syria".

If such a goal becomes a reality -- given Syria's close ties with the
USSR -- we should assume that the Soviet military would move swiftly

to exploit Lebanon's strategic port facilities on the Mediterranean

coast.

We need not belabor what that would do to the Middle East
balance of power equation.

Obviously a continuation of the present

situation only serves to further radical Arab interests, which are

tied to those of the USSR.
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President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you are aware, Lebanon is again a victim of intense and
fierce fighting.

I wanted to pass along to you a copy of the recent letter
Congressman Nick Rahall and myself wrote to Secretary Haig.

We are deeply concerned about this tragedy and wanted you
to know our views.

Sincerely,

j%ﬁ <ty ;3zﬁ1;~ sz;ﬂgﬂdg//

Mary Rose Oakar
Member of Congress

MRO:jg
Enclosure



Congress of the United States
Pousge of Vepregentatives
Wlashington, W.EC. 20515

April 7, 1981

The Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr.
Secretary of State

Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Haig:

As you know, Lebanon is once again the object of intense
and fierce fighting. This fighting, which is now in its [ifth
day, is the most serious in three years. Reports suggest that
in 2ahle and Beirut 130 lives have been lost and over 500
people have been wounded. The fighting is of great concern,
and we strongly urge that the United States Government press

for a lasting cease fire in the short term, and for a political
solution in the long-run.

As people who share common ancestry, we are deeply con-
cerned about the situation in Lebanon. We feel it important
to meet with you as soon as possible to discuss our concerns.
Last year, five Members of Congress traveled to Lebanon, Syria
and Israel at the request of the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives to gain first-hand information about the continuing
problems in and around Lebanon. We found that Lebanon's
sovereignty was continually threatened by the conflicts on its
soil. Villages were emptied of their inhabitants. Thousands
of refugees lived in and around Beirut. Human suffecring was
unabated. Businesses expressed little confidence in the political
climate., The once-bustling Beirut -- now blackened and ugly --
was clearly no longer the "Pearl of the Mediterranean."

The time cannot wait for the United States to take a
strong position regarding Lebanon. Every day the situation
worsens. We feel it important that the United States call
upon all parties to cease fighting. The United States should
demand that United Nations troops replace military forces
on all aggressive fronts and that all forces cease fire.

Rather than being viewed as a sideshow to the problems
of the Middle East, Lebanon's problems must be settled with
immediacy. Certainly, in the long run, increased military
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Congress of the nited States
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.E. 20515

March 26, 1981 J16517

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing as members of the Freshman Class of Congress to express our
serious concerns regarding the sale to Saudi Arabia of sophisticated offensive
weaponry for the F15 fighter planes. When the Carter administration proposed the
original F15 sale in 1978, it convinced a reluctant Congress that the United
States would benefit through forthcoming Saudi concessions in areas vital to U.S.
security and interest. In reviewing your decision to sell air-to-air missiles,
extra fuel tanks, and aerial surveillance aircraft to the Saudi Arabian government,

we ask that you take a close look at Saudi actions toward the United States since
the 1978 weapons sale:

0i1 Prices: True Saudi willingness to cooperate with the United States is
most accurately reflected in Saudi oil policy. However, instead of supporting oil
price moderation, Saudi Arabia instigated the rapid escalation of OPEC o0il prices
after the Iranian revolution, and has continued threats to reduce oil production--
a dangerous charge from a nation that exports 25 percent of the world's oil supply.
The Saudi Arabians also threatened the Carter Administration with oil cutbacks if
the President complied with a Congressional mandate to resume filling the strategic
petroleum reserve, a stance of unwarranted interference with American policy. While
Saudi Arabia moderated its oil prices to a minor degree after the 1978 F15 sale,
international analysts believe it did so more to assert its own independence within
QPEC, rather than to aid the American oil consumer.

Camp David: When President Carter proposed the 1978 arms sale to the
Senate, he wrote in a letter that the sale of the planes to Saudi Arabia "would
cement their ties to the United States and advance the cause of moderation in the
area. . ." However, instead of supporting the first peace agreement to be reached
between Israel and Egypt, the Saudis opposed the peace-making efforts of the United
States by leading the Arab League in condemning the treaty and organizing an eco-
nomic and political boycott of Egypt. In May, 1979, President Sadat fiercely attacked
the Saudi Arabian rulers for their continued efforts to sabotage the peace treaty,
charging the Saudi government with paying several Arab governments to break off
diplomatic relations with Egypt.

PLO:  The Saudi Arabians have redoubled their support of the PLO since the
signing of the Camp David agreement. Currently, they provide major financial
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The President
March 26, 1981
Page Two

assistance to the PLO and support its terrorist activities against Israel.

Islamic Conference, Taif: As recently as January of 1981, Saudi Arabia led
the Moslem states at the Islamic Conference at Taif in calling for a “jihad" or
Holy War against Israel. At the same conference, Saudi Arabia severely pressured
Turkey to sever its relations with Israel. In a revealing moment, Crown Prince

Fahd himself participated in an Islamic prayer for the aid of Allah in "cleansing
Jerusalem of the Jews."

Military Bases: In statements made by the White House and Pentagon officials
after the 1978 arms sale, they indicated that the "uitimate objective" of the sale
was to persuade the Saudi government -to give United States forces access to mil-
itary bases in Saudi Arabia. Despite increasing U.S. concern over the role of the

Soviets in the Persian guif region, the Saudis consistently and adamantly refuse
to satisfy this condition.

In view of such a past, we believe that further arms sales, without concessions
by the Saudis, is not a step toward improved U.S.-Saudi relations but is instead a
demonstration of Saudi ability to obtain what it wants from our country without
regard for U.S. benefit. At the very least, we believe that the Administration
should defend its integrity and the integrity of the United States itself by
holding the Saudis to its share of the 1978 bargain. The United States has a right
to insist, in its own national interest, that Saudi Arabia assume an anti-Soviet
Teadership role in the Middle East, drop its threats to reduce 0il production,
support the Camp David agreement, abandon its hostility toward Egypt, cease aiding
the PLO, and curb its call for a "jihad" against Israel. Conceding to aggression

and militance, rather than moderation, endangers U.S. interests, Israeli interests,
and the pursuit of world peace.

Sincerely,
/ L
&Lmq ne, ,\/V‘ '
ARLES E. SCHUMER [ GUY MOLINARI
Member of Congress Member of Congress

o QuunTad ] Tl b

e

BARNEY FRANK| JOHN LEBOUTILLIER

Member of C 'gress Member of Congress
,,_jgﬂgﬁgé}\3 tmadls M. ZQL/L<LLz¢4a.§;Z !¢ki[_%_
\aAwRENCEgJ. DENARDIS WILLIAM J. cOYME
Member oT Congress ' Member of Congress
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DRAET

April 24, 1981

Dear Jim:

The President has asked me to thank you for your BApril 10 letter
indicating your concurrence with the letter which the President

received from the Senate Foreign Relationg Committee concerning
the present situation in Lebanon,

You may be assured that the Administration appreciates having
the benefit of your assessment of this sgensitive matter. I have
taken the liberty of directing your letter to the President's
national security advisers, 1 am sure that your ohservations
and concerns will be given careful consideration as the Admin-
istration focuses on this issue,

Again, thank you very much for apprising us of your views.
with cordial regard, I am
Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable James Abdnor
United States Senate
Wwashington, D.C. 20510

MLF:CMP:sKIR:

cct w/inc to Jeff XKemp - NEC - for appropriate follow=-up IF NE ESSARY*\

(Please send copy of any reply to Max Friedersdorf)
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LEBANON: Status of Cease-Fire

_ .Syriqn Jforces mounted attacks over the weekend on Phalange
positions in the hills surrounding Zahlah, although the cease-fire

in Zahlah itself and in Beirut apparently held. _

The Syrians used helicopter assault operations and
artillery against positions on the ridges overlooking
; Zahlah and the Bekaa Valley in an effort to cut off
: Phalange resupply routes.

' still hold

The Christians apparentl
ositions in the hills around Zahlah

Zahlah itself was relatively quiet over the weekend,

and Lebanese internal security forces reportedly began
limited patrols in the town on Saturday.

The Sarkis government has reacted negatively to
press accounts of a French proposal for a _wider UN
i role in the Lebanese crisis.
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8? Eg The government is unwilling to regquest a UN or in-
E(y-d ternational force to intervene because doing so would

‘ < be seen as siding with the Christians, who have called

for foreign intervention since 1975. It also would im-

] - plicitly criticize the
G;EE

Syrians, for whom there is no
available alternative. —
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! Syria would oppose any UN action that threatens to
@‘ undermine its Arab League peacekeeping mandate in Lebanon.
1 If Syria's current mandate were revoked, Damascus probably
§
|

would try to force the Lebanese Government to sign a bi-
lateral security

agreement--something Sarkis has long
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