
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual 
collections.

Collection: Executive Secretariat, NSC: Subject Files 
Folder Title: Attempted Assassination of President 

Reagan March 30, 1981 (11) 
Box: 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: 
reagan.library@nara.gov 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection: EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: Records: Archivist: kdb/kdb 
Subject File 

File Folder: Attempted Assassination of President Reagan March 30, 1981 
~t".t Box.9H-82- - · .. · 

Date: April 16, 1999 

. · · · .. 

DOCUMENT SUBJECT!TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 
NO. AND TYPE 

•· ... : . . · 

1. schedule of Richard Allen for 3/30/81 (p 2, partial), 2p n.d. P6,F6 

2. schedule of the President for 3/30/81 (p 2, partial), 2p n.d. P6,F6 

3. memo memo for the record, re assassination attempt on 3/30/81 Pl, Fl 
Reag,_ (w/nottt7ins), 1 p r I 
7~ . '+;1 oz FIJ7-CIJ 2 11 7~ 

4. cable 31 MAR l 122Z (w/notations) (partial), lp 3/31/81 P3,F3 
p 6//-z.-/u o )/L-J-P-'1ro'1i"/Z-~ 71. 

~le 311453Z MAR 81, lf) 
., ,., t ,,.., 

Pl~ _,, J J. ......... 

~ e ( 'I /7 
6. eable 'll\"'11"'1f\'7'1.rAT>01 1 37'30/81 P+,-Ft------ ... , ................ '° u ... , .l..l-' - -

fl', JI ?(f 

RESTRICTION CODES 

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 
P-1 Naiiooal secur~y classified infoonation ((a)(1) of the PRAJ. 
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal offica [(a)(2) of the PRA]. 
P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA). 
P-4 Release would disclose trade seaets or confidential commercial or financial 

infoonation ((a)(4) of lhe PRAJ. 
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or 

between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRAJ. 
P-6 Release would const~ute a dearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy ((a)(6) of 

the PRAJ. 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift 

Freedom of lnfonnation Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 
F-1 National security classified infoonation ((b)(1 ) of the FOIA). 
F-2 Release could disclose intemal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of 

the FOIA). 
F-3 Release would violate a Federal statue {(b)(3) of the FOIA). 
F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or f inancial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ. 
F-6 Release would constitute e clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy ((b)(6) of 

the FOIA]. 
F-7 Release would disclose infoonation compiled for law enforcement purposes ((b)(7) of 

the FOIA]. 
F~ Release would disclose infoonation cooc:eming the regulation of financial inst~utions 

((b)(B) of the FOIA]. 
F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information conceming wells ((b)(9) 

of the FOIAJ. 



.· 
' RVA SCHEDULE 

Monday, March 30, 1981 

0800- WH Staff Meeting 
0845 

0900- Geoff Kemp Re: 
0930 

0945- Brief President 
1015 

1030 Don Johnson 

Haig's 
Trip 

1100- NSC Staff Meeting (305) 
1130 

1145 Secretary Baldridge/MCA 
(Commerce Dept.) 

Lunch 



1400-
1420 

Marvin Kalb · 
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THE PRESIDENT'S SCHEDlIT..E 

Monday, March 30th, 1981 

0830 Leadership Breakfast 

0930 Staff Time 

0945 National Security Briefing 

1015 Mtg. w/JB/EM/MD/MF/JB/DG 

1030 Mtg. w/Hispanic Supporters 

1100 To Residence for lunch and 
speech preparation time 

1345 Depart for Washington Hilto 
to address Nat'l. Conf. of 
Bldg.& Construction Trades, 
AFL/CIO 

1400 Remarks by the President 

1435 Return to White House 



1510 Mtg. w/select GOP Members 
of House Ways & Means Cte. 
(Gradison, Vander Jagt, 
Crane and Martin) 

1530 Personal Staff Time 

1630 Courtesy Visit by Messrs. 
Rockefeller, Berthoin and 
Watanabe 

1700 Staff Time 

1800 Return to Residence 
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ACTED::::::::::::::::::::==-----~~~===================== 

========--~--~-========REDACTED 

ACTED:::::::::::::::::::::=:=::=-:--=======:::::::::::::::::::::===-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 
(Washington, D cC.) 

For Immediate Release 

(5: 10 P .M. EST) 

BRrr.FnJG FOR TSE PnESS 
BY l,Y:; !JOFZ I GER 

no:;;s Hall, 
Ge.,r9e Washi~gt.cr:. l.hd.ve=!=:li ty Hospital, 

Wash:!.ngton, D. C. 

March 30, 1981 

r.m. NOFzr.c;~a: :r h·~\·::: t:.?.o r;i ts cf information here. 
The f irnt conc~l'.'::1/3 i.:.!1!~ i,:r.~s \.d.:;:ut. !I·:: went. i.~'to sr.:.~rge'.r'.! r:onghly an 
hour ago. Be :! . ~ ~~:}.1 l t.h.e:re ~.r<;d wi ~~ 1 b~ x.h-c:c:~ for a while longer. 
However, the f.lccto.r.!4 have ~.!cm~:: out <~!".d ~iv0n :~ preliminary report 
to Mrs. R~~c:.rru.'~' r:.nd tl1r~i. ~· \'10:rf.'t il-l t.i;1ai: rtJ_ s <~Cl!:3.~. -~.- !.c~.l is good and 
it is stable. 

in surgery. 
knowledge. 

R~·gard.L~g .:r~.:~·. ;:; T<l<.?y .. -::-.. :~~ :::"::.·.:!i:j9 f9creti'lry, he is still 
He has a h~:H:~a \1;cm.nO. ,·~:;l= he~·o<l<l t.1-iat I have no further 

Q ~·-rnat k:1.n0 of. ~~~~r;,.t~.on ar.e you performing -~ 
or is the doctor p€:rfo:;:min'?' or: U!~:· '."!.·.a::ddent/ 

?t,R. NO!<'ZIGgR: 
he is in surgery and it ia 
at that. 

I th:i. ~"J: th~t we' 11 just let it go that 
well, I think we'll just let it go 

Q Can you. ~ .. ,.:·nfirm it er not that Brady has 
suffered a serious hc'4c wom1~:.,, 

MR. NOFZIGER: I can confirm that ~~r. Brady suffered a 
serious head wound, yes. 

Q Where is V1.ce President Bush? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Last I heard, he was on an airplane 
headed this way. 

Q 

us later today? 
Are· you going to arrange a medical brief in<; for 

MR. NOFZIGER: We will try to arran~e one after the 
President is out of surgery and after we've talked to them. Yes, 
we will try to do that. 

Now, one further thing. We will continue to keep you 
posted here this afternoon and tonight. Tomorrow we expect to 
move the briefings back down to the 'White House and do them in 
their regular -- in the regular setting there. 

Q How about the other men who were shot.? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I have no information on them. 

One at a time. 

MORE 
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Q Was the bullet inside the President? Is that 
why they went in and wag Lh~re mor~ than one bullet? 

MR. NOFZIG.,..::R: ·r~·L(~re ,,,as c'."lly one bullet and I just 
cannot corn..1'Qent on the operat!~n. I havan 't had a chance to talk to 
the doctors. 

Q Who is th.9 Prcai!'k~:ct's doctor? 

MR. NOFZXCBR: I do net have a name. 

Q { Inl'.ll~.ible,) 

MH. NO:'Z ::c::m: Th~ o~.ly thing that I want to say is 
that he w i l l be !.:::-:. t.h 0r\2 f o-:: a whi J. r:: Yt" t. 

Q :o .. " y-:·u knew whe·ciiar er not the lung collapsed 
because of the wou::1C:? 

Jl.-!R .• NOr:~;.r.ER: :r ha,;e net hec.r.d. 1'.r: I t!ay, the 
doctors say his ·:..::~nc'i~.ir: :n is ·Ji.'i)<l. 

Q r.yn, rE.a YC',1 ·Jet ·to s~c him before the operation 
began? 

MR. NOF?i!GER: Di::l s!1e:' 

Q Yes. 

MR. NOFZIGER: YuR. 

Q Is t.r.~r.e a_r-y thought of transferring the 
President to a..1y other ho~; pi tal? 

M.'.~. NOF3IGER: we~11 just wait and see. You're a 
little premature. 

Q Cun you cor .. f :!.rm that it's open chest surgery? 

MR. NOFZIGER~ No, I can't. 

Q Lyn, <lid t:h-r~y g~~".re you a specific location on 
the bullet? How close to the h;.;?ar~ did it come? 

MR. NOFZIGER: My preliminary reports were that it 
entered the left che8t and clearly it dld not -- no, I can't. 
It did not, obviously -- there is no indication that it nicked the 
heart or anything like that. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MR. NOFZIGER: I can't tell you. 

Q Was the President conscious before the surgery 
or did he lose consciousness? 

MR. NOFZIGER: He was conscious as he went into 
surgery. 

Q Did he say anything? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Oh, yes. I have some stuff here. I'm 
glad you reminded me of that because I took some notes. As he was 
going down the hall into surgery he winked at Baker, James Baker. 

MORE 
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Q Say it aqain, please? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Yes. As he was qoinq down the hall on 
the qurney, I guess tr.e:r call th~m, to surgery, he winked at Baker. 
He had earlier told Senator 1-axal'.:., who ·was there, "Don't worry 
about me. I'll make it." He had told Mrs. Reagan, "Honey, I 
forgot to duck." 

Q What? 

UR. !-?vFZ!GER: "I forg•:>t to duck." And as they were 
wheeling him fr~to rr:1r7~~y he Ge.-.. 1 ger~se and Bak~r and Dea'\r~r there 
and he s:'lid, r·i:Ji.:.o' :-.:: !·~d. 1.:.2.tr,9 ~·-h:~ store?" And then when he got. into 
the opc~r-<;.;.tir.g room h'?; lc<.· ;~c;;,d 11i:. t~H'! 60c'l:crs and he said, "Please 
tell me ycu 're nept!blic\l.n~." (Laus·h t :.;r.) 

So 

Q (Inaudible.) 

rm. N'.)!:'ZIGFR: Th~·::, li ts::·;:,}.J.y, is cill I have and if 
you will excuse me we wL.1 k0ep yon ~.nf-=.n1;c<l as quickly as we know 
anything. 

Q Lyn, are the:.y GL~ 11 in the operation? 

MR. NOFZJ:GBP.: 
vaguest idea. I don't k~ow. 

I con pt know. I don't have the 
I'll check on that. I don't know. 

5:25 P.M. EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Rel ea s= March 30 , 19 81 

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS 
BY 

SECRETARY HAIG 

The Briefing Room 

4 :1-4 P .M. EST 

SECRETARY HAIG: I just wanted to touch upon a few 
matters associated with today's tragedy. First, as you know, we 
are in close touch with the Vice President who is returning to 
Washington. We have in the Situation Room all of the officials 
of the Cabinet who should be here and ready at this time. 

We have informed our friends abroad of the situation, 
the President's condition as we know it, sta:ble, now undergoing 
surgery. And there are absolutely no alert measures that are 
necessary at this time we're contemplating. 

Now, if you have some questions, I'll be happy to take 
them. 

Q The Crisis Management, is that going to be put into 
effect when Bush arrives? 

SECRETARY HAIG: The Crisis Management is in eff~c~-

Q Who hs making the decisions for the government 
right now? Who's making the decisions? 

SECRETARY HAIG: Constitutionally, gentlemen, you have 
the President, the Vice President, and the Secretary of State in 
that order and should the President decided he wants to transfer 
the helm to the Vice President, he will do so. He has not done 
that. As of now, I am in control here, in the White House, pending 
return of the Vice President and in close touch with hjm. If 
something came up, I would check with him, of course. 

Q What is the extent of the President's injury? 

SECRETARY HAIG: Well, as best we know, he's had one 
round enter his body, in the left side, into the left lung and 
there is surgery underway to remove the round now. When the 
President entered surgery, he was conscious. His signs were stable. 
And the situation is very clear. 

Q Did you talk with him by phone before surge ry? 

SECRETARY HAIG: No, I did not nor was it necessary. 
I was in close touch with both Mr. Maese and Mr. Bake r t:1roughout 
and have been from --

Q Mr. Secre tary, approximately when did you arrive 
at the White House after following --

SECRETARY HAIG: Very few mome nts afte r the incident, 
very f ew moments after the incident 

Q And do you know what is the coniiition of Mr. 
Brady? 

SECRETARY HAIG: We understand that -- I just saw on 

MORE 
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television what you saw and it sounds serious. 

Q What's the reaction of the Soviets on this? 

Any reaction? 

SECRETARY HAIG: I don't anticipate any reaction. 
I think you've gotten all that you need for the moment. In fact 

Q Will you remain ii. charge here until the Vice 
President returns? 

SECRETARY HAIG: We will stay right where we are until 
the situation clarifies. 

Q How long has the President been in surgery, sir? 

Q When is the Vice ~resident expected here? 

Q 8:00. 

SECRETARY HAIG: Later this afternoon. 

Q Do you know when the operation began on the President, 
about what time? 

Q Will he go tc the hospital? 

SECRETARY HAIG: Was I here? Yes. 

Q What time? 

SECRETARY HAIG: What time was the -- I don't know. Just 
it was shortly after that announcement that you heard on the --

Q What time will the Vice President be back, sir? 

Q Early evening. 

SECRETARY KZ\IG: I'm not goinq · to make it a habit of 
saying what I 

Q Will you come back and talk to us soon? 

Q Mr. Secretary, any additional measures being taken --
was this a conspiracy or was this a --

SECRETARY HAIG: We have no indications of anything like 
that now, and we are not going to say a word on that subject until the 
situation clarifies itself. 

Q Do you anticipate from what you know of the President's 
c ondition that the Vice President will have to for a period of time 
take the role of acting President? 

Q That's a fundamentally premature question, 

END (4: 22 P.M. EST) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Inunediate Release March 30, 1981 

9:37 P.M. EST 

Lyn Nofziger. 

PRESS BRIEFING BY 
LYN NOFZIGER 

The Briefing Room 

MR. NOFZIGER: Ma~ I have your attention? My name is 

They are passing out a little hand-out, but I came from 
the hospital just a few moments ago and I talked to the doctor who 
operated on Jim Brady and the prognosis is certainly better at this 
moment than it was earlier this afternoon. The doctor is Dr. Arthur 
Kobrine. K-o-b-r-i-n-e. Usual spelling on Arthur. He is the Professor 
of Neurosurgery at the George Washington University Medical School. 
Jim came out of surge ry at about 8:15. His vital signs are stable. His 
pupillary reflexes -- that's the reflexes of his pupils in his eyes 
are normal. Dr. Kobrine feels that there may be some impairment, but 
he doesn't know how much at this time nor will he be able to know for 
quite some time. 

Now, there will be, tomorrow morning at 8:30, a complete 
briefing on the status of the President and Jim and of the Secret 
Service Agent and I really have nothing further to say at this time. I 
think it's b e tter for you to wait for the briefing in the morning and 
really the only reason I'm here is because there have been many questions 
about Mr. Brady and a lot of bad rumors going around. 

Q Lyn, did Kobrine indicate to you what the impairment 
might be? 

MR. NOFZIGER: He's not sure at this time and I, not being 
a doctor, would much rather wait until we have a doctor here at 8:30 in 
the morning to get into that. 

Q Here in this room? 

MR. NOFZIGER: No. It will be in 450 acros s the way . 

Q We ll, surgeons who've worked on both c a s e s or a ll of 
the in j urie s 

MR. NOFZIGER: No. My understandi ng i s that Dr. Dennis 
O'Leary who did the briefing on President Reagan will do the briefing in 
the mor n i ng. 

Q Lyn, thi s stateme n t says s ome thing abou t tube s i n 
the President's mouth. What is the function of those tubes and how many 
a r e t h e r e ? 

MR . NOFZI GER: I'm not a doctor. I c a nnot a nswe r t hat. 

Q Lyn, when did the operation on Jim begin? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I a sked the doctor that and he couldn't t e ll 
me . He said h e d idn' t look at a watc h a nd s o - - s ometime in mid-af t e r noon. 

Q Whe r e is h e now? I n int e nsive c are or 

MR. NOFZIGER: Yes . 

Q About how long wa s the operat±on? 
MORE 
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~R. NOFZIGER: I can't talk of that because I don't 
know when it began. 

Q Then, will there be medical bulletins during the 
night? 

MR. NOFZIGER: No. I don't expect any medical bulletins 
during the night barring the unforeseen. This operation will remain 
open and there's no lid on. So, you know you're going to have to play 
it by ear. We will have people at the hospital and people here in 
case something happens. I do not expect anything to happen. 

Q Lyn, you said the prognosis for Jim was better than 
it was this afternoon. Why was there that kind of optimism? A result 
of what they found in the surgery? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Because the doctor feels better about him. 

Q Did the doctor say the significance of the pupils? 

MR. NOFZIGER: It indicates that things are functioning --

Q The brain? 

MR. NOFZIGER: The brain scan apparently is functioning, 
whatever that may mean. Once again, you get into this stuff, and I will 
not guarantee for the'\Oracity or the authenticity or the accuracy of 
any of it. 

Q Did the doctor use a condition word? Grave, critical, 
serious? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Certainly is critical. And that, really, 
is all we've got to say at this time. Thank you all. 

Q Somebody said something about a pool up at the 
hospital. 

MR. NOFZIGER: Well, there are people pooling up there,but 
they're notin the hospital. 

Q It's not your pool? 

MR. NOFZIGER: It's not my pool. 

END 9:45 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Off ice of the Press Secretary 

-------------------------

For Immediate Release March 30 , 1981 

PRESS BRIEFING BY 
VICE PRESIDENT BUSH, LARRY SPEAKES, DAVID GERGEN 

Press Briefing Room 

8:20 P.M. EST 

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President will be in the Briefing 
Room shortly. For your information, the Vice President landed at 
Andrews at 6:30. He came to the Situation Room at 7:00 which he presided 
over a meeting of some members of the Cabinet. He will make a brief 
statement and will not take questions, but I will follow and take some 
questions. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I have a very brief statement 
that I'd like to read.I am deeply heartened by Dr. O'Leary's report 
on the Pr2sitlent's condition, .that he has emerged from this experiencB with 
flying colors an<l with the most optimistic prospects for u com?lete 
recovery. I can reinsure this nation and the watching world that the 
American government is functioning fully and effectively. ~e've had 
fu:-._J_ and complete communication throughou·~ the day and the officers of 
the federal government have been fulfilling their obligations with 
skill and with care. I know I speak on behalf of the President and 
his family when I say that we are very grateful to all -- the many peop le 
from across this country who've expressed their concern at this act 
of violence and finally, let me add our profound concern on behalf of 
two brave law enforcement officers who served to protect the President 
and then, of course, for a friend of everybody here , dedicated public 
servant, Jim Brady. We're going to watch their progress with all our 
prayers and with all our hopes. 

Now, I'm going to walk over and speak briefly ::.o r1rs. Reagan 
who's returned to the residence. Thank you all very much. 

Q Larry, who was in the Situation Room? 

11R . SPEAKES: Let me go over what I know to be the situation 
a 3 I saw it here. As I said, the Vice President arrived in the Situation 
at Andrews at 6:30. He came to the Situation Room at 7:00, was present 
in that meeting and this does not necessarily mean the order, but it's 
raore or less the way they were sitting at the table. The Vice President, 
of course, Ed Meese, Richard Allen, Secretary Lewis, Attorney General 
S~ith , Secretary Weinberg , Secretary Regan, Admiral Murphy of the Vice 
President's staff, Jim Baker, the White House Chief of Staff, and Secretary 
Haig. Also Secretary Block, Secretary Baldrige , Secretary Watt a nd CIA 
Director Casey. In addition, there were other staff members present such 
as Martin Al lin, David Gergen , and f1ax Friedersdorf a nd Fred Fielding. 

The meeting continued for about 30 minutes. At which time 
the medical press conference from the hospital came on the television and 
we watched that basically to its conclusion a nd the Vice Pr es ident t h en 
went to his office, drafted the stateme nt and came h e r e . Mrs . Reagan has 
returned from the hospital as the Vice President said and he's now goin g 
over to visit with he r. 

As far as tomorrow, we wi ll b asica lly continue with the 
sche dule as the President had ?lanned . There is a p l an for a brief n eeting 
of the Cabinet . A plan for a brie f meeting with the Congress ional 
Leade rship and then a continue with the schedule which includes a meeti ng 
and a working luncheon with the Prime Minister o f the Ne therla nds. 

~10RE 
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Q -- working luncheon? 

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President. 

Q During the meeting in the Situation Room, what subjects 
were discussed? 

MR. SPEAKES: I really don't want to go into that, except 
to say that the general situation was discussed. The Vice President 
received the very! latest information on the President. Jim Baker and 
Ed Meese had been at the hospital and they returned some time earlier. 
So, they were up to the minute. 

Q Larry, was the question of Poland discussed? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm just not going into the subject matter 

Q Larry, has the President turned over control or 
authority to the Vice President? 

Q What was the question? 

MR.SPEAKES: Has the President turned over control or 
authority to the Vice President? There has been no cause for that to 
take place. 

Q The President will be under sedation until tomorrow 
morning. Can't we assume that the Vice President would have 
to be able to take charge in that case, Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, there is, for your information, an 
automatic assumption of command authority that requires no steps be 
taken. It goes first on the Vice President and second on the Secretary 
of Defe nse. 

Q Why did the Vice Preside nt wait six hours to r eassure 
the country that things were under control? 

Q Doesn't it go to the Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKES: Que stion about --

Q Larry,please answer this. How come it goes to the 
Secretary of Defense? 

MR. SPEAKES: Let me get started here so you can understand 
i t . The re i s a success ion. That goes from the President to the Vice 
President, to the Speaker, to the President Pro Tern There is 
another one called the command a uthority which is an a utoma tic assumption 
and that's the only thing that happe ne d at this time. 

Q Wha t is the line up in t h e automatic assumption, then? 
What is that? 

MR. SPEAKES: 
the Se cretary of De fense. 

I just gave it to you. The Vice Pres i dent and 

Q Larry, what triggers t h at? 

Q Not the Secretary of State ? Se cretary of Defense? 

MR . SPEAKES: I t i s an a utoma tic assumpti o n. 

Q Larry, where will the Vice President h ave his working 
headquarters while the President is in the hospital ? 

MORE 
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MR. SPEAKES: I would assume the Vice President would 
remain in his off ice in the West Wing as he operates --

Q Larry, who is the Commander in Chief tonight at this 
hour? 

MR. SPEAKES: Certainly the President is the Commander 
in Chief. If any actions are required, I'm sure that it will be taken 
by the appropriate official in the government. 

Q Larry, why did the Vice President wait six hours to 
reassure the country that everything was under control? 

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President came directly back to 
Washington, as I understand it. There was a 30-minute meeting and then 
it's been followed by less than an hour after the conclusion of that 
meeting that the Vice President made the statement. I think we were 
constantly reassuring the nation through Secretary Haig and through the 
statement that we could make here at the time. We were all awaiting the 
outcome of the surgery and we were confident throughout it and the 
reports, as the Vice President said, have been excellent and that's 

Q Then why reassure us with Haig rather than the 
Vice President? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes? 

Q Larry, then what you just said about the succession 
of conunand authority, Haig was completely wrong when h e thought he was 
in command here when Weinberg er ~as in the building? 

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President was in the Situation Room, 
the President's Chief of Staff and the Counsel of Mr. Meese and Mr. 
Baker were at the hospital. They were confering with Se2retary Haig. 
Secretary Haig talked to them and offered to b e helpful. He was in 
charge of the situation in the Situation Room and that's basically it. 

Q Larry, when you talk about command authority, are 
you talking about what specifically? Military command? Specifically 
what? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes . 

Q But can you say that Vice President Bush is now 
the Acting President of the United States? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. Th ere is no move --

Q Larry , what triggers the command authority? 

MR.SPEAKES: It 's automatic. 

Q I mean, upon what cond itions? 

Q How is Jim Brady? 

Q Does Haig still make any fore ign policy? 

Q How's the condition of Jim Brady , now? 

Q Could it be set off b y a nesthes ia, for example? 

MR. SPEAKES: It was my understanding from the l egal people 
tha t it' s an a utomatic situation. 

Q Larry , where does Secretary Haig --
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MR. SPEAKES: You aren't letting me finish my answers. 
It's an automatic situation and if there's a need to act, there is a 
capacity to act here. And I don't think it needs any further explanation. 

Q Larry, how is Jim Brady? 

MR. SPEAKES: You saw the television reports and that's 
the latest we've heard. 

Q What about foreign policy? Is Haig still handling 
that? 

MR. SPEAKES: The situation is the same as it has been 
before the incident and after the incident. 

Q Larry, may I follow up on my question? \'Jha t conditions 
however set off the automatic assumption of authority that you're speaking 
of? 

MR. SPEAKES: I can't address that specifically. 

Q Does it have to be a declaration of incapacity? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. There does not have to be a declaration. 

Q Has it been assumed, is this trigger are we in 
that process now with the Vice President? 

MR. SPEAKES: 
been no need for that. 

It isn't.If need be, it could be. But there's 

Q Could you explain --

Q To respond to a military threat, Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: You're putting words i nto my mouth a nd I'm 
not going to accept it. If there's a need for the Vice President to 

assume command authority,he will. 

Q Larry, -- this interval -- Secretary Haig was here. 
Secretary Weinberger was in the White House in the Situation Room at 
that time. Now, under this automatic assumption, goes from the Vice 
President to the Secretary of Defense. How did it happen that Secretar y 
Haig said he would be charged unt~l --

MR. SPEAKES: Let me make a statement and hopefully I 'll 
cut off this line of qu e stioning. The President's staff was at the 
hospital. They we re talking to the President. Secretary Haig was in the 
Situation Room and they we re talking t o Secretary Haig and Secretary 
Weinberger who were there. We have just come through a very serious 
situation as far as the President's conce rn. We have come through with 
a very optimistic outcome. It think that's the important thing to 
dwell on. I can assure you that there were no problems with succession 
and t h ere we re not problems with command authority. And , frankly , that's 
al l I 'm going to say on it. 

Q Larry, could you tell us --

Q Who asked Haig to come down here, Larry? Larry, who 
asked Haig to come down to brief us? 

MR . SPEAKES: I'm just not going to discuss it any more . 
I think everything is obvious. 

Q Did he mispeak himsel f when he s a id he was in command 
of t he White House ? 
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MR. SPEAKES: I'm just not going to discuss it any more. 
I've made a statement. I think you're looking here when you should be 
looking here. 

Q Larry, can you tell us why it took -- the President 
came out of surgery at 6:20. The briefing at the hospital wasn't 
until 7:30. Can you tell us why no where in the White House command 
structure could assure the nation that the President had survived surgery 
and that he was all right? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not having been there, I don't know the 
situation at the hospital. I know that once the Vice President was here 
that he moved very expeditously. 

Q What's the crisis management system that's been so 
talked about. Was that invoked today? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know in a formal sense, but there 
was no problem with what was going on 

Q So, wha t assembled in that room was not hi s crisis 
management team? Is was just the Cabinet --

MR. SPEAKES: It's my judgement that it was most of the 
Cabinet who happened -- who was in town at this time. 

Q La rry, on the automatic assumption -- after you get 
through with the Vice President and Weinberger, then what happens? Does 
anybody e l se 

MR. SPEAKES: Sarah, I don't know the specifics on that. 
I'm sure a l egal person c a n t e ll you that. 

Q Larry, d i d the Attorney General either provide or 
was h e a s k e d to give an o r al opinion during that 30-minute mee t ing o n 
the formal constitutional succession particularly the incapacitation 
provision? 

MR.SPEAKES: I just don't want to go into the detai ls of 
the meetin g . 

Q Haig says the crisis management is in ef f e ct and you 
say not? So, there is a contrad i ction the re. 

MR. SPEAKES: No, there's not a contradiction. 

Q Larry, how long does how long doe s the Vice President 
have t his - - holds much of this command authority ? 

Q Until t omorr ow morning? 

MR.SPEAKES : It is not a t h ing t h at is -- i t ' s a n a ssumption. 

Q I unde rstand. 

MR. SPEAKES: I t 's n o t a thing tha t r equire s an act. 
I t is just i f t h e need a r i ses -- t here is an autho rity t hat moves 
a u tomatically . 

Q For how long if the need ari s es ? Tomorrow morning wh e n 
the P r es ident will presumably b e f ree of the e ff e cts o f --

MR. SPEAKES: We ' ll just h ave to cross that bridge whe n 
we g e t to it. 

Q Whe r e is the man with t h e black bag? Is h e with 
the Pres i den t or i s h e wi th t h e Vice Pres ide nt? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can assure that -- I don't want to 
discuss that. Because, of course, we don't discuss security matters of 
this type, but I can assure you there were certainly no problems in that 
direct capacity. 

Q Larry, is the Vice President going to spend the 
night at the White House? Or at his own residence? 

MR. SPEAKES: I trust he'll go to his residence. 

Q Are they stuffing up security protection on everyone 
more? 

MR. SPEAKES: I won't comment on security. 

Q Larry, was there any consideration of invoking 
the disability provisions of the 25th Amendment? 

MR. SPEAKES: There has been no need for it nor any cause 
for it because the information we're receiving was optimistic almost from 
the first, so there has been no need for it. 

Q --Bush was advised of the --

Q ~ wonder, if there has been made a check of the 
background of the assailant of the President to see where that 

MR. SPEAKES: Can I have the question again? 

Q This is an act of terrorism against the President 
of the United States. I wonder if there has been a check of the background 
of this gentleman to see where that kind --

MR. SPEAKES: I have your question. I think anything, you 
know, discussing the background of the individual who is in custody should 
come from the Justice Department. 

Q Is there any reason to think anybody else was involved, 
Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: That kind of information, law enforcement 
information, should come from the Justice Department. 

Q Could you tell us whe n Bush was advised of the shooting? 
Where he was and what he did immediately thereafter? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't have the time table, but the White House 
staff and the Situation Room were in full contact with the Vice Preside nt 
during the entire period and Mr. Mee s e and Mr. Baker talked with him in 
route to Washington while he was airbound. 

Q When didn't Meese and Baker become aware that the 
Pre s i d e nt had, inde ed, b e en shot? Was tha t De aver's call ove r he r e ? 

MR. SPEAKES: Ye s. I presume - - yes. The y -- I we nt to 
the hospital wi th both of them and with Lyn and 

Q What? About 2:40 roughly? 

Q La rry, could you d e scr i b e what you saw whe n you got 
the re at the hospital? 

r1R. SPEAKES: Nell, I think you've had -- Lyn and I were side­
by-sid e t h r ough tha t and I thi nk you've ha d i t from Lyn e xce pt the note t h a t 
the Pre side nt was in the emergency room. 

MORE 



- 7 -

He was transported to the operating room, and 
that is about the extent of it. 

Q Why was he not carried inside, Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: Carried inside of --

Q Why did he walk into the hospital? Wasn't that rather 
dangerous when he was shot? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think he was --

Q Was he being offered the stretcher? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I was not there, so I really do not 
want to go into it. 

Q Larry, has anyone spoken to the President since the 
operation or is he able to talk? 

MR. SPEAKES: Mrs. Reagan has visited with him. 
know whether she has spoken with him. 

I don't 

Q Larry, was there a decision made to delay for maybe ten 
or fifteen minutes the announcement that the President had been shot 
to give time to inform either Mrs. Reagan or the Vice President? There 
seems to be a time gap there between the time that you people heard that 
he had been shot and the tiroe that the rest of the world heard about it. 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I think that we moved as quickly as we 
could with accurate information. 

Q But did you say, "Well, let's first tell the Vice Pre-
sident and then we will make the announcement"? 

MR. SPEAKES: I am not priviledged to know what was ooing 
on because I was in one place and things were qoins in another place. 
I don't know of any purpose of delaying for notification. Let me clear 
up -- ·to be absolutely certain that you understand this command of author­
ity. Early in the afternoon Haig was informally helping to coordinate 
activitie s in the Situation Room through regular communications with the 
Baker, Meese, and the Vice President. The command authority is simply 
a n agreement whereby if the President is temporarily unavailable , then 
the Vice President has command authority. It is not a constitutional 
delegation and no formal d e claration is required. 

Q Was this operative under the Carter and before that 
administrations or is this some thing n ew? 

MR. SPEAKES: I do not know. 

Q Where d i d this exist? 

MR. GERGEN: This is not a n agreement . 

Q We ll, when did it originate? 

MR. SPEAKES: We will get the legals. 

Q How long do you expect the Preside nt to be unavailable? 
A week or 
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Q Is that what happens? The Vice President decides 
that he needs command authority and he takes it? 

MR. SPEAKES: As I say, we will get the leqal end of it 
for you. 

MR. GERGEN: It is clearly not statutory. 

Q If it is not statutory then how did it get to be in 
effect? 

Q Shh. Let him finish. 

MR. GERGEN: There are arrangements which I think that are-­
conferring with the attorneys on this matter, I think that the -­
frankly we have not been spending the whole afternoon researching the 
law and the Constitution. 

Q Well, you should have been. 

MR. GERGEN: Well, our concerns were with the President's 
health and we thought that the arrangements were working rather smoothly 
in here, frankly, and I think that there will come a time that we can 
give you more information on this. It is my understandinq, in confering 
with the President's counsel, that this command authority is nonstatuatory. 
There is an arrangement whereby in the event that the President is not 
available, say under sedation as he has been this afternoon, that the 
command authority resides with the Vice President. 

But I think the thinq to be -- aside from the fact that all 
of us tal .2 heart from the President's progress and prognosis -- I think 
the thing that I would raise and press upon you is the fact that this 
administration pulled together and there was a very smooth operation. 
Frankly, it was fairly informal. 

Q We are a nation of laws, are we not? 

MR. GERGEN: That is correct. But I wouldn't -- I cannot 
descri£>e , for you because I am not e x-actl'y sure how these arrangements 
work. The more important thing was that people gathered here s p ontan­
eously. They came because of the situation that we were in. And ~~e 
Vice President was in contact and the Chief of Staff and Mr. Mee s e and 
others were in complete contact and we, frankly, did not spend a great 
deal of time sorting through the statutory book and that sort o f thing. 
Fred Fielding, the lawyer , was the r e constantly a nd the Attorney Genera l 
was there . But as to describing these arrangements in great detail --

Q The Justice Department was supposed to have sent things 
over. Why didn't t hey --

MR. GERGEN: The Justice Department was here. I don't think 
that we are e quippe d tonight to d escribe this for you. We really didn't 
come out here to t a lk about the law a nd the Constitution, frankly, and 
I think that that is a subj e ct 

Q We ll, sir, if it is there, you ought t o be able to find 
it i n a f e w seconds. 

MR. GERGEN: This is a subject that we can address in greater 
detail at an appropriate time, i f you don't mind. We are really out h ere 
to let the Vice President make a statement. 

Q Would you j ust give us an idea of what "command" encom-
passes? What is command? 
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MR. GERGEN: Well, I think that you have asked that ques­
tion as to whether it had military aspects in it, and I think that you 
got an answer on that. 

Q Could you tell us who qave Haiq the authority to 
come and talk to the administration? 

MR. GERGEN: Frankly, we were all very appreciative that 
he was here. 

Q Was it Meese and Baker? 

MR. GERGEN: He was here before Jim and I went over. He 
was here in the building. 

Q Did they ask him to come and show that there was 
someone in charge? 

MR. GERGEN: No, he came here. I am not sure what the 
information flow was, but frankly, a lot of people came here spontan­
eously and some may have been called. But frankly most people showed up 
spontaneously. 

Q Did Haig talk to Bush on the plane? 

MR. GERGEN: I do not know the answer to that. 

Q What precautions are being taken that Haig is not 
going to try a coup d'tat? 

MR. GERGEN: I think that we have exhausted 

Q Will there be further briefings? 

Q Are there any plans yet for the recuperation? Anythino 
said about 

MR. SPEAKES: WE are just not that far along. The house­
keeping situation -- I think, if it suits you, we will remain open throuqh 
the night. We will staff here. I would anticipate a regular briefing 
at some time during the day tomorrow as soon as we see how we are cleared 
to do it . Hopefully we can do it around noon. Lyn has made an announce­
ment, I understand, about an 8:30 briefing ~-

Q 8:30? 

Q 8:30 in Room 450. Will that be cancelled? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. Was that a medical briefing? 

MR. GERGEN: Ye s , he said tha t he would bring doctors ove r. 
We are going to work on that tonight and we will try to qet an advisory 
out tonight on that . 

Q Larry, will b e photo coverage tomorrow on the Vice 
Pre side nt 's sche dule ? 
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MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. We'll put the schedule out --

Q Will there be another briefing tonight? 

MR. SPEAKES: We will be available tonight but I don't anti­
cipate the need for another formal briefing. 

Q What will Mrs. Reagan do, Larry? 

END 8:45 P.M. 
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TASS REPORTS BREZHNEV MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN . 

LD311104 MOSCOW TASS IN ENGLISH 1100 GMT 31 MAR 81 

.. 

. .;. ... 

<TEXT) Moscow, 31 MAR <TASS)--FOLLOWS FULL TEXT OF LEONID 
-1~1 F~R~M TO ~H~ P~~~T~F~T OF THF_ U~_.A.· _.__ .... Hi .. - I·- • ··---"-il -· 

1 TO HIS EXCELLENCY RONALD w. REAGAN, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 

1 WE HRUE LEARNED WITH INDIGNATION ABOUT RN ATTEMPT ON 
1Jf1.ll·;1L_-,, l., .. ,.E 1·.- --r FI-"'1 'J .... -u--··1·yr"' -H-T ·n1lrH1Y Ar.T 
1 • _!\ 1. • :lit H~:r. ~'.ri ,_ 1 l..iJrdii:.iirL !ib L!H t;it: _ n l !rnL . '.I • 

.. ... 

. EON BEHALF OF THE SOU!ET LEADERSHIP RND ON MY OWN BEHALF 
I WISH YOU, MR PRESIDENT, FULL AND EARLY RECOVERY. _ 

a• i:;~·~7Hup1 a · L. "' ··"--·a_..,. . .. 

" 4 ma'"· 112·"\z -l.1. n11K ! 
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UNCL.AS STAT! 180701 

l!.o. u~meelNIA 

TAGSIPntP 

sueJe;c; 1 &M!MER; : a P BA ti Sit &BOIUNAl2 I" 

1~ TH~ PR~S!O!NT MAS UND!RGON! SU~G!RY l'O~ TH! GUNSHOT 
WOUND ~!C!tY!O IN TH! ATT!M,T!O ASSASS!NATtON THIS 41'T!A• 
~OON ?N WASH!NQTON . TM! BULL!T HAe !!!N R!MOY!D1 TH! 
PR!SXD~NT HA! !!EN R!MOV!O TO POST·O~!A~TIYE CAR!, rs ZN 
QOOO cnNOtTION W!TH ,.ROGNOSIS !XC!~L!NT. 

R, PL~ASE tN~OR~ VOUR GQVERNM!NT 0, TM?! LAT!ST O!V!L,.OP• 
M!NT AND CONT%NU! TO R!ASSUR! VOUR HOST TMAT TM! CONTtNUtTY 
01' OUR ~OYERNM!NT rs ASSUR!O . 

I 

3. W! WILL K!!P Y U CLOS!L.Y tNl'CRMIC AS !V!NT! WARRANT . 

HA!li 
l!T 

' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • * • • • 
!?Tl t4 itllt i EOE, 
l!O I 
WHS cnMM!NTSI 

•AG! 1 01' 01 SECSrAT! WASHOC 7~7 OTG•3illl~Z MAR Sl 
R!CAL.L.!D TOA I IBGla/llll i lZ 

'ii 
••••*••U N C L. A 8 8 ! " I E D*******S CO~Y 
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REAGAN-GUNSHOTS, 1ST LD-1ST ADD, 
WASHN: NOT HARMED 

THREE MEN WERE WOUNDED, INCLUDING PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY 
JANES S. BRADY, ACCORDING TO HIS DEPUTY, LARRY SPEAKES. 

BRAll't WAS RUSHED TO GEORGE !.lflSHINGTON !HWJERSlTY HOSPITAL. REAGAN, 
WHO DID SUFFER A BU"P IN THE CHAOS, ACCOMPANIED HIM. 

SECRET SERUICE AGENTS SHOUED THE PRESIDENT INTO HlS AR"ORED 
LINOUSINE, WHICH SPED AWAY FROM THE WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL. TWO 
OTHER MEN, ONE A SECRET SERUICE AGENT AND THE OTHER A WASHINGTON 
POLIGE~AN1 WERE WOUNDED1 JUST STEPS FROM WHERE REAGAN HAD BEEN 
SPEAKING TO REPORTERS. 

THE PRESIDENT HAD DELIUERED A SPEECH TO THE AFL-ClO'S BUILDING ...... . 
CONSTRUCTION TRADES CONFERENCE MEETING AT THE HOTEL. -

Pill ICE GRA:BBED A SAtHIY-Hf!IREit MAN WHO APPEARED TO BE IN HIS LATE 
30S OR EARLY •os, CBS NEWS REPORTED. --

ONE REPORTER SAID HE HEARD FIUE SHOTS. 
THE SCENE OUTSIDE THE HOTEL IMMEDIATELY BECAME ONE OF CHAOS. A 

CROWD 1:JATHERED. 
REAGAN HAD EMERGED FROM THE HOTEL'S UIP ENTRANCE AND REPORTERS 

WERE ATTEMPTING TO SHOUT QUESTION AT HIM WHEN THERE WAS A RAPID FIRE 
SUCCESSION OF SHOTS. 
AP-WX-03-30-81 1454EST 

--- ---------:----------.... .,....-·--··----- ---- .--·---~ ---::- --...,,.,.---- -----------~---- --·· --
. '--~...._ .... __ ... -~.-:.. -~' ,,.__.;.... ~- ... :...-:.~ ~-~--- ___ _::_ _____ , _______________ ....__ ______ .._ 
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~R SPEAKES SAIJ: ''THE PP.ESI]EMT WAS NOT HIT.'' 
t'tR :iR ll'i WRS HIT AND ~lECRET SERJJICE AGENlS OR.---··· ... - ·-- -~ · - ... - u 

POL!CE~E" WERE ALSO SHOT. 
THE PRESIDENT WAS FIRED AT AS HE WAS LEAVING THE 

WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL1 WHERE HE HAD "ADE A SPEECH TO THE 
JU!LDING Al'li CONSTRUCTION TRADES DEPARi"ENT OF THE AFL-CIO · 
LA:BOR 1101JE1mn. 

MR REAGAN WAS THROWN INTO HIS CAR JY SECRET SERVICE AGENTS 
WHEM THE SHOTS WERE FIREJ. 

~R SPEAKES SAii THE PRESIDENT SUSTAINED 11A lU"P'' WHEN HE 
WAS PUSHED lY THE AGENTS JUT HE ]!D NOT SAY WHERE. d 

A ~AN DESCRiiED AS WHITE WITH JLOND HAIR WAS I""EDIRTELY 
OIJEP.POWEP.ED JY SECRET SERI) ICE AGENTS AND TAKEN INTO CUSTODY, 
HE WAS NOT I"KEJtATELY tJENTIFIEJ. 
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WASHINGTON, "AP.CH .JD, REUTER PRESIDENT REAGAN WAS 
AND WOUNJED IN THE LEFT SIDE OF HIS CHEST TODAY BUT WAS 
REPORTED CONSCIOUS ANH IN STABLE CONDITION IN HOSPITAL, 
PRESlJEKTIAL AiiE LYN NOFZIGER ANNOUNCEJ. · . 
REUTER 1516 NL · .· .. .. • .. 
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f LASH 

.. 

[.Q. ll.b52: N/A 

TAGS: PDIP 

I 

I 
AL DIP 

SUBJECT: STATEMENT TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 

1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO GOVERNMENT TO 
WHICH ·vou ARE ACCREDITED: 

2. YOU WILL HAVE HEARD THAT ON MARCH 30 THERE WAS AN 
ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE Of PRESIDENT REAGAN. AL1HOUGH HE 
WAS INJURED IN THAT ATTACK, HIS CONDITION IS STABLE. 
YOU SHOULD INFORM THE GOVERNMENT THAT IN SPITE Of 
THIS TERRIBLE EVENT, THE GOVERNMENT IN ~ASHINGTON 
CONTINUES TO CARRY OUT ITS OBLIGATIONS TO ITS PEOPLE 
AND ITS ALLIES. YY 

L UNCLASSIFI£1 

-- ··- --· -- -·· .. - ··. - . --·- - . - . - -· .. - -·· ··- . - .. -
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MEMORA N Cl .' M 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
1668 

co "1 i=" \ 0 E f\i \ l f\ L 
A1i A.t.HM1=-tJ\ 
INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

.!\.pril · 6, 1981 ;Jr 
\, 

FOR THE FIRST LADY ,. 

RICHARD V. ALLE~ 
MEMORANDUM 

F'ROM: 

SUBJECT: Listing of Foreign Leaders Expressing Concern 
for the President 

Attached is a listing of foreign leaders who have sent 
messages of concern as of April 1, which I thought you 
would like to see '(Tab A). 

Jordanian King Hussein and Queen Noor have sent messages 
and have expressed their interest in telephoning you at a 
convenient time (Tab B) . 

Please let me know if you would want to consider accepting 
the call and when you would like to have it placed. Should 
you not wish to do so, Their Majesties will· understand. 

Your Preference: 

Yes, I would ----
Date ---

No, not at this time ---
Prefer sending a note instead -----(NSC ~ill provide) 

cc: The Vice President 
Ed Meese 
James Baker./ 
Michael Deaver 
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April 1 , 19 81 

MESSAGES OF CONCERN FROM HEADS OF STATE 
FOREIGN LEADERS 

Prime Minister Fraser 
Premier Charles Court 

General Jorge Rafael Videla 

President Roberto Eduardo Viola 

President Bendjedid 
Premier Vere Cornwall Bird, Sr. 

Ex-President Hugo Banzer Suarez 
President Garcia Meza 

Premier Zhao Ziyang (PRC) 
Vice Premier Deng Xiaopirtg 

President Figueiredo 

Prime Minister Wilfried Martens 
Chairman Todor Zhivkov 

President Ne Win 

Prime Minister Trudeau 
Governor General Ed Schreyer 

President Spyro s Kyprianou 

Preside nt Augus t o Pinochet Ugarte 

Ambassador Echeverria 
President Carazo 

Pres iden t Fide l Castro 

President Dacko 

President Pereira 
President Gustav Husak 

Pres ident Guzman 
Quee n Margrethe 
Prime Minister Anke r Joergensen 

President Sada t 

President Ja ime Roldos Aguile ra 

President Jose Napolecn Dua r te 

Australia 
Western Australia 

Argentina 

.ZU-gentina 

Algeria 
Antigua/Barbuda 

Bolivia 
Bolivia 

Beijing (Chir!a) 

Brazil 

Belgium 
Bulgaria 

Burma 

Canada 

Cyprus 

Chile 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Central African Rep. 

Cape Verde 
Czechoslovak Soc. Rep. 

Dominican Republ ic 
Denmark 

;:: D..!ador 

El Salvador 



President Kekkonen 

President Giscard 
Francois Mitterand (Mel:lber of Pa!:"liament) 
Robert Andre Vivien (Member of Parliament) 
Madame Georges Pompidou (~ife of Former 

President of France) 
Jacques Chaban Delmas {Fo!:"ne!:" PM -
current President National Assembly) 
Jacques Chirac (Former ?~ - current 

Mayor of Paris & Candidate for 
Presidency) 

Foreign Minister Francois-?oncet 

Chancellor Schmidt 
President Karstens 
Foreign Minister Genscher 
Fo!:"mer Chancellor Willy Brandt 

Ambassador Filipe Sole 
Acting Prime Minister Walker 

Acting President Assan Musa Camara 
President Gernando Romeo Lucas Garcia 
President Bongo 
Erich Honecker 
Dr. Helmut Kohl 

President Karamanlis 
Prime Minister Rallis 

Queen Elizabeth 
Prime Minister Thatcher 

Dr. Limann (President) 
President Burnham 

Preside nt Policarpo Paz Garc ia 
?resident Losonczi 

?resident Duvalier 
Pre side nt Suharto 

Ambas sador Timo the e Aho•.ia 
President Felix Houpho~et-3oigny 

President ?ertini 
Sena te Pres ide nt Fan fa~ i 

Prime Minister Arna ldo ?arlani 
Sociali s t Pa r t·J- Sec reta r v C!:"ax i 
?resident Eiliery • 
Prime Mi ni s t e r Ha ughey 

Isra eli Opposition Leace!:" Sh i mon Pe res 
Pr ~~e Mi~is ter ~enac~e~ 3e;in 

?resident ~ igdi s Finntcgadott ir 

Ernpercr Hi =ohito 
P=i~e ~! i ni ster Su:u~i 
Fo r e i g n ~i~is~ e= Ito 

P!:"ine Ministe r Se a ga 

Finland 

France 

France 

France 

FRG 

FRG 
FRG 

Fiji 
" 

Gambia 
Guatemala 

Gabon 

2 

German Democratic Rep. 
Germany 

Greece 
Greece 

Great Britain 

Ghana 
Guyana 

Hondura s Rep ublic 
Hungary 

Haiti 

Indone s ia 

Ivor y Coas t 
Ivory Coast 

Ita l y 

Italy 

Ireland 

Israel 
I s rae l 

Ice lanC 

..;a~an 

Japan 
" 

Jamai c a 



King Hussein I 

President Moi 

President Sarkis 

Prime Minister Werner 
Foreign Minister Flesch 

Grand Duke Franz Josef II 

Acting Prime Minister Ringadoo 

President Jose Lopez Portillo 
Margaritta Portillo 

President Amata Kabua 

King Hassan 

President Gayoom 

Prime Minister Mintof f 
President Buttigieg 

Pre sident Kabua 

Pre sident Didi er Ratsiraka 

President Khouna Ould Haidalla 
Governor David Dale 

Prime Minister Da to Hus s e in Onn 
Deputy Paramount Ruler Tu~ku Abdul Rahman 

Prince Rainier 
Pre sident Kountche 

Prime Minister v a n Agt 
Queen Beatrix 

Prime Minister Muldoon 
Governor General Beattie 

King Sirendra 
Minister of Exterior Miqu e l D' Escoto 

Brock:nann 
King Olav V 
Prime Min ister Bru ndtland 
? residen t Shagari 

Qabo os Bi n Sa i d (Sul t~n) 

Jordan 

Kenya 

Lebanon 

Luxembourg 
" 

Liecht enstein 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Micronesia 

Morocco 

Maldives 

Malta 

Marshall Islands 

Madgas .::ar 

Maurita nia 
Montserrat 

Ma l aysia 

Monaco 
Nige r 

Netherl a nd s 
Net herlands 

New Zea l ar.d 
New Zealand 

Nepa l 
Nicaragua 

Norway 
" 

Niger ia 

oma n 

3 



.·. 

Ambassador Juan Jose Amado III 

President & Prime Minister Ferdinand E. 
Marcos 

President Eanes 
Prime Minister Balsemao 
Minister of Administrative Reform 

(Eusebio Marques De Carvalho) 

President Stroessner 

President Belaunde 

Amir of Qatar Khalifa bin Hamad Al-Thani 

Premier Rene Levesque 
President Ceausescu 

Premier Kennedy Sir.i..~onds 

President Chin 

President Furgler 

King Juan Carlos 
Prime .'.>!inister Sotelo 

President Viljoen 

President Nimeiri 

President Jayewardene 

President Said Barre 

King Khalid 
Pri!'lce Fahd 
King Sobhuza 
Prime Minister Mabandla 

King Gusta f 
Prime Minister Faelldin 

Presiden t Nyerere 

President Syadema 

Preside nt Mendez 

Pres i dent Brezhnev 
Ambassador Dobrynin 
President Herrera Ca~pins 
Pope John Paul !I 
President Zaved 
President Ze~'.Jc 

Presicient Sali~ 

President ~ijatovic 
Ambassador Sudimir Loncar 

? r es ident Ylo bu.::u 

Panama 

Philippines 

f.ortugal 

Portugal 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Qatar 

Quebec 
Romania 

4 

St. Christopher-Nevis 

Suriname 

Switzerland 

Spain 
" 

South Africa 

Sudan 

Sri Lanka 

Somalia 

Saud i Arabia 

Swaz iland 
Swaziland 

Sweden 

Tanzan ia 

Togo 

urugu·ay 

USSR 

Vene zu-: la 
Vatican 
Un ited Arab Smirates 
Upper 'lol ta 

Yu0os~avia 

Zaire 
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ORG&'HZATIONS 

Gaston Thorn, President of the Commission of the European Co~.P.\unities 

Arnadou Mahtar M' Bow, Director General of U~lESCO 

Taroichi Yoshida, President of the Asian Development Bank (~anila) 
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.Jrli l I'fBP OFF IO Hd1 HSB AMMAN 02~21 
NBA/ARN FOR NEUMANN 
I . O. 12255 : N/A 
TAGS: PDIP , P?DC 

BY 1>1QJ? 
• 1 •• ~{Z/06 

SU3JECT: ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST ?RESIDENT REAGAN : 
I IN G HUSSEIN 's REACTIONS' 

1. IN COURS~ OF A BRIEF AUCIENC~ ON KARCH 31, KI NG 
BUSSEIN A3AIN EXPRESSED TO ME HIS sr~SE OY OUTRAGE 
AND DEEP SHOCK AT TEE ATTE~PTED ASS&SSINATION OF 
PRESIDENT REAGAN . H? SAID THAT RE ANJ OUEEN NOOR 
EAD STAYE~ AVAKE A GOOD PART OF TES NIGET TRYING TO 
:~?IP AK.LEAST OJ' DEVI'LOPMENTS . 

? . THE KING SAID TEAT FE HAD CONSI~ERED P1ACING A 
TELEPHONE CALL TO EITr~R SECRETA~Y . HA!J OR VICE 
PlESIDE~T 3USE, 3UT AG~ESD ~!TR TEE POINT I FAD - ­
VADF LAST · NIGRT TH!T THIS WOULD EAVE REEN VERY 
LiiFI CULT U~DER TEE CI RCUMSTANCES . NOW , FE AND 
~U!]N NOOR WOULD LIKF !T !N EAR~! TI~~ TO ARRANJE 
10 SPEAK BY TELEPHONF ~IT~ ~RS . REAGAN IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLF . I TOLD THF KIN1 THAT IT PRO~ABLY . WOULD 
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FOR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 

National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 

April.3, 1981 

Q 
MR. A '34 ,f .:.:; ', Sorry we' re getting started a little bit 

late. Our guest today is Mr. David Gergen, Assistant to the President 
and White House Staff Director. We thought .it would be very useful 
in light of the events of this week to have someone from the White 
House, specifically, Mr. Gergen, come down and give us a view of 
the situation as of today. We hope that this will be the first 
of a number of meetings with senior White House officials here 
at the press center in the weeks and months to come. 

Mr. Gergen is on a tight\ schedule. We will try to end 
this shortly before noon. This is, as you know, a background 
briefing, attribution to a senior Whi .te House official. Tape 
recorders are permitted for note taking purposes only. Following 
a few introductory remarks, we'll take questions. As is our custom, 
would you please identify your organization when you ask the question 
as a courtesy to Mr. Gergen. And those who may have neglected to 
sign in, please do so at the end of the session. There is some 
biographic data on Mr. Gergen available on the table where you 
signed in. Mr. Gergen. 

MR. GERGEN: Well, let me say I'm delighted to be here. 
I understand that you all have had an opportunity through the foreign 
press center and ICA to have and talk with other people in the 
administration in the last few weeks. I guess we've now --
about 75 days that this administration has been in office. I hope 
that we can continue those talks in the future. We want to encourage 
as many people on our side to meet with you as possible. I'd also 
like to request,to the extent we can, if we can help you do a better 
job through our White House Press Office or our Communications 
Office, please let us know what we can do to help. We're anxious 
to provide as much access to you as possible. We're anxious for you 
to have an opportunity to talk to the people that you need to talk 
to in order to understand what's going on in this country as well 
as you can. 

We do have in the Press Office -- there are a variety 
of people who can talk with you, who can give you help. Also, we 
have had some one come on board here recently in the White House 
by the name of Frank Ur!'.O.marso, who's heading up our Com:nunications 
Office who can also provide you with assistance in the event that 
you need people to talk to. 

Now, this is, you can understand, has been an extraordinary 
week for this administration. We all -- unfortunately, it's becoming 
a tragedy that we've seen before in American politics. And I know 
that violence is not unique to America but it's something 
we're deeply distressed about. Perhaps the most encouraging part 
of the week, to us, has been the President's remarkable courage and 
spirit during this period. We feel he's not only inspired us internally 
but we feel he's provided an example to the country and we're very 
I think all of us find this man is establishing himself in terms 
of his personality and who he is. I think the people have a much 
clearer sense oi him than they did once before. They understand 
his character is much clearer than it was before and I think that's 
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going to have an impact upon the future of his Presidency. We 
think it will have a very beneficial impact. 

Before President Reagan became President, some of us 
went back and had an opportunity to look at the first 100 days of 
the last five Presidents who've come in like he has. From Roosevelt 
on .through Eisenhower, Kennedy, Nixon, and Carter, it became very 
apparent in that study that the first 100 days is particularly 
important for establishing and etching in the public mind the 
personality of the man in that office. And this event of the 
past week has done more than anything else, I think, to establish 
the character and the kind of man that Ronald Reagan is. And I 
think that that's important to his administration. I think this 
is as important as anything else that's happened this week in fact. 

We often hear a great deal in the television age about 
packaged candidates and the media managers. And I think it's very 
apparent no one packaged Ronald Reagan during these hours. The 
man himself, his true character, I think, came through. Fortunately, 
all of us who try to be, futilely tJ:y to be image makers, had nothing 
to do with it, and we all had a true glimpse, I think, of the man's 
spirit. And that again is something which we count as very positive. 

I think the other positive aspect of the week, from 
our perspective, is that this government continues in a -- as 
our Deputy Press Secreta-ry Larry Speakes has said and as Senator 
Baker has said, without really missing a beat, there was, I'm 
sure some things have changed, and I'm happy to talk about that, 
but at the time of particular tension and stress, for the most part, 
went very smoothly. People who .were very fresh to this office, 
had only been in office a matter of weeks or days, understood and 
carried out the functions of their office very effectively. I 
think the government was prepared to meet any contingency. The 
administration was prepared to meet any contingency. We had, as 
some of you . r think know, a majority of the Cabinet officers 
gathered in the Situation Room in the White House who were 
prepared in the unhappy circumstances if we had to move down through 
the 25th Amendment, if the President had suffered an incapacitating 
disability, we were prepared to exercise the 25th -~endment. Very 
happily, that question never came up. We never had to do it but we 
were prepared. At the same time·, we had folks there who were from 
the National Security side of the House, who were prepared to move 
in the event that we have any questions arising that dealt with 
an international posture. 

Of course, in the first hour after this all occured on 
Monday, we had no idea who this assailant was, what his connection 
was, whether he was a loner, whether he we connected to some larger 
effort. And that, of course, in any situation, in any government, 
becomes an immediate question that one has to confront. You have 
to be very alert to what's going on in the international community 
at that point. And I think that that kind of information was flowing 
effectively into the White House and we were prepared to move forward 
if we had to. Fortunately, we didn't have to go down that road 
either. This was a very -- I think, at this point, we see this as 
an isolated event that was dealt with as well as one could have hoped. 
And our task now is to ensure that the government continues to operate 
effectively. Everyone is pitching in. We've had a good deal of team 
work this week to ensure that's the case. And I think you'll find 
this government will continue down the same paths by arid large that the 
President had laid out before he was hurt. There will continue 
to be a dominant interest in the economic future of this country. 
We've been very pleased by the votes that have occurred this week 
in the Senate, and in particular, the vote that occurred last night. 
Yuu know, this was a major vote in the Senate on the President's 
budget package. And as you know, it passed by 88-10. The significance 

MORE 



. i 

- 3 -

of that vote was not simply that the Republ icans voted for it but 
that of the Democrats in the Senate, 37 Democrats voted for the 
budget cuts and nine voted against. And we hope this augurs well 
for the other side of the Congress, the House, which,as you know, 
is controlled by the Democrats. And we hope that the Democratic 
vote in the Senate augurs well for the Democratic response we'll 
see in the House. So we're very encouraged about our progress 
on the economic package. We realize there are many difficult 
challenges ahead. 

On the foreign policy side, we are going forward just 
as is, on the domestic side, is business-as-usual on the foreign 
policy side. Secretary Haig 'is leaving, as you know, this after­
noon for the Middle East. Secretary Weinberger is leaving for 
Europe. I think that both Secretaries will -- I'm anticipating 
they'll have an opportunity to see the President today. Both 
would like to see him before they leave. They'd like to have 
final instructions. I'm anticipating that meeting will happen 
in about an hour. Those meetings will happen in about an hour. 
They may not but that's the present plan. 

So that I think you will find that just as on the 
domestic side, the foreign policy, and the foreign activities of 
the government will continue in the same direction. There may 
be, in terms of the President's health, we will have to deal with 
that on a day-to-day basis. He has made a strong recovery but 
he has suffered a serious wound. And there is a recovery process 
that takes place with that as he, himself, has said this weekend. 
He has had some pain this week. He's had some soreness. He discovered 
it hurts to be shot. So, I think we 'all are going to, in terms of 
what he's going to do day to day, we' re g-oing tb have to play it out 
by ear. It's going to be something -- we'll go down that road as 
best we can. But I think the important thing from our point of 
view is that he remains in full command and that he is able to 
make decisions and carry out the major Const~-tutional responsibilites 
of the office. He will not, of course, be able to travel to t he 
degree he'd like to travel. He will not be able to -- in the 
immediate future. He will not be able to see as many people, of 
course, as he would like to see. But the critical responsibilities 
of the office, the Constitutional responsibilities, the ma j or 
decision making, we believe will go forward as it has in the past. 

So, what we see is a week , I think, in which a 
government and a democratic government has responded to a tragedy 
and we believe in a very good fashion and we're very encouraged 
about it. Now, with that, I know there are probably questions 
some of you may want to delve into specific aspects of this. And 
I'd be happy to respond to as many questions as I can. Yes, sir? 

Q Robert Soleil, "Le Monde." Could you tell us 
something about Mr. Haig, about his interventi on and his mistake 
about the Constitution? 

MR. GERGEN: Well, I had the privilege of working with 
Secretary Hai g -- I should point out, I worked wi th hi m in the 
Nixon administration when he was Chief of Staff. And I was on the 
White · House Staff in the Nixon administrati on and reported through 
him and I've had an opportunity to know him for several years . 
And I have a very high regard for h im. 
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During the afternoon on Monday, we gathered in the 
Situation Room, and I was with him there from 2:30 on to whenever 
we broke up, which was around 8:00, 9:00. And much as been written 
and said about what happened that day. My own view has been, and 
has been steadily that he -- his performance in the Situation Room 
was very steady. He was very much in control of what -- he had 
been asked and was serving as the chief contact point with the 
senior members of the White House Staff who were over at the 
hospital, namely, Jim Baker, Ed Meese, and Mike Deaver. We were 
in a situation in which it was a -- _:Var:U;us·-~s·!_s£'·_the Cabiriet 
were working on their aspects., working on tr:~ir· particular portfolios. 
For instance, the Secretary of Defense was concerned about what 
was going on in the military outlook, whether there was any troop 
movements, whether there was any change . in the world condition 
On the military side, the Secretary -- the Attorney General was 
concerned about the FBI side of it, the investigatory side. 
Secretary Regan was concerned not only with the -- he has charge 
of tiie Secret Service. And he was concerned about what they 
were doing but also with the international financial markets and 
what impact this might have. 

Various individuals in the Cabinet were working and 
reporting through, and Dick Allen, as National Security Adviser, 
was working on a variety of issues that arose in his area. And 
the process was that until the Vice President arrived there 
in early evening, the Secretary of State was essentially running 
that meeting at the request of the Chief of Staff at the White House 
and serving as a contact point. And for the most part, it was a 
very harmonious meeting. There were occassions when there were 
differences of opinion expressed. And I can go into the post 
into the -- let me just talk about two. instances which I have 
been asked a continual series of questions about. One was 
Secretary Haig's appearance on televison and the second one was 
what occurred thereafter with Secretary Weinberger. And if you'd 
like to just go ahead and get those out of the way if we can and 
then we can move on. 

As I say, Secretary Haig had been very steady, very 
calm, composed. It was a very good -- everything was working very 
harmoniously. We had had a situation there, downstairs, in the 
situation room, in which we were in contact, had open lines with 
the hospital. And we'd agreed, because of the sensitivity and 
delicacy of what we were dealing with, and the facts were corning 
across in such a way as being a little unclear at times, the first 
report we had was the President had not been hit. That was the 
first report that came into the White House. And the first report 
was that Jim Brady had been hit. And we had a report that Jim 
Brady had not been hit. Then we had a report that Jim Brady had 
been hit and, indeed, the President had been hit. So you see, we 
were dealing -- we realized instantly with facts that changed. We 
couldn't be sure of the facts, particularly at the White House, 
because we were not on the scene. 

And so what we agreed between the group at the hospital 
and the group at the Situation Room was, "Look, you folks at the 
hospital will always make the first announcement about the condition 
of the individuals involved, their physicial condition. You're 
closer to the facts. You're there. We're operating to some extent, 
on incomplete information. Once you've made your statement, we will, 
in fact, go up and confirm to the White House press corps what's going 
on. So that way, both sides will be consistent in our views. And 
that process worked fairly smoothly. And we were working off 
that until about 3:30. Deputy Press Secretary Larry Speakes came 
back from the hospital, came back from the hospital to the White 
House. He had been there with Ly n Nofziger who was acting as Press 
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Spokesman at the hospital. Larry had not been fully aware that 
we were down in the Situation Room. He came back and had seen Lyn 
say some things to reporters and he came back to his office up in 
the Press Office, and there were a variety of reporters standing there 
asking him qustions and he said, "Let's not deal with those questions 
here in a small cluster, let's go down to the Press Room and I'll 
talk to you." He went down to the Press Room and started talking. 
We were in the Situation Room not knowing that this was going on 
and the first thing we knew was he was on live television. And we 
were looking at him and saying, "How did he get there?" This isn't 
part of our understanding of how this is going to work. Larry had 
acted very naturally. We were surprised. The questions then 
got into the issue of the alertness of our forces and what the 
National Security situation was. 
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Secretary Haig felt, and properly so, thQt this was 

something that Larry had not been down in the Situation Room, had 
not had an opportunity to have a briefing and did not know what 
the alert-status of our forces was. As it turned out, Larry didn't 
say anything of any -- he didn't announce anything, but the Secretary 
felt that the questioning was going down the line of national 
security and that this was being broadcast around the world and 
he was concerned for the message that would go around the world 
about our international situation. And having someone up there 
who was not fully on top of the facts, who had really gone 
up there to talk about the hospitalization problem and questions 
about the health of the President and Jim Brady and others -- so 
the Secretary said to Dick Allen who was sitting there, "We've got 
to go up there and speak and take these questions. We can't let 
Larry sit there, in effect, because he's not prepared on this issue." 

So, he went out of the room with a fairly fast clip and 
without any discussion because, in fact, this was on live television 
and he had to move. And he went up into the Press Room, and that's 
when he appeared. Now, my own private theory is there have been 
questions about, "Well, he looked like he was not as composed as 
he normally is," and nor was he composed as he had been downstairs. 
My own private theory -- and I have never talked to hi.Jn about this, 
is he went at such a rapid pace, and we were downstairs and he 
had to run up some stairs to get there, and he had to burst into 
that room, and if any of you were in that room, you know it was 
hot and a lot of lights and it was very intense and there was a lot 
of tension. 

My sense of it that he may have been out of breath 
when he hit that microphE:lne. ~o if you'll look at the tape, you'll 
see that he immediately -- he very quickly calmed down, and sort of 
regained his normal composure, and then he was fine. 

Some questions have arisen, nwell, what was his demeanor? 
What was going on? Why was he so --" That was the background to 
what happened, and frankly, I left the Situation Room shortly 
after he did to go up there because I knew he was going out there 
and I was not present for the conversations back in the Situation 
Room. We didn't make a lot out of it at that ti111e -- at that very 
instant. I mean, he said what needed to be said. He was seeking 
to reassure the world, our allies, that essentially this government 
was continuing, that we were on top of things and that there was 
no reason for alarm, that we were in a position to deal with 
the contingencies and people were there, and recognized figures 
of authority were there in full operation. And that was an important 
message to send. 

He has had the full and will continue to have the full 
support of the senior White House staff. And his decision to go 
up there, there's no disagreement about. We think he did a -- let 
me just say I think he did a marvelous job the whole day. I think 
he served his President well. I think he served the country well 
in his performance that day. 

When he returned to the room, there were.some differences, 
but there was -- it's been stated on television there may have been 
some altercation there with the secretary of Defense or some big 
row. T)])ere were differences. There were a couple of sparks, but I didn't 
think there·was anything overly signif~cant aboht it. I felt that there 
were some minor differences or disputes or differences of 
opinion that were expressed there. At the time, I didn't read a great 
deal into it, to be honest with you, and I think it's because of the 
context a.f 'events and the sensitivities that now exist that people 
have read a great deal into it -- a great deal more than we have 
at the White House. 
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Let me just assure you -- and also those differences 
were resolved and we went on. It was very amicable and the meeting 
continued on until the Vice President arrived and we then had 
a briefing for the Vice President and watched Dr. O'Leary give 
that superb briefing he did that evening and we broke not long there­
after. 

More than anything else, I want to underline the fact 
that -- because questions have arisen about this -- this Secretary 
has the full confidence and support of the President of the United 
States. He chose Al Haig because he knew him to be a strong man, 
because he knew him to be a man who was effective, because he 
knew him to be a man who couid get things done and carry out --
and he and Al Haig who are very much on the same wavelength -- they 
have almost an identity of philosophy and views about what needs 
to be done in the world. All of those same conditions exist. One 
of the great virtues of the Secretary of State is his personal 
strength. He is a man of belief, of some passion, and_ he is not a 
shy person who is going to be silently sitting over in the corner. 

The President believes that in order to accomplish the things 
this country needs to accomplish in world affairs, we do need a 
man of strength and character in that job. And so I can tell you 
without question, one of the other strengths that this Secretary 
has, he does get along well with the President personally. They 
have a good relationship. There is a settling-in process which 
is occuring here in this government. I think it occurs in every 
new administration. Quest·iorfs · arise about the lines of 
authority and that sort of thing. We've settled many of those 
questions internally. Some of them have been settled in the public 
press. But they are being settled. And I assume that matters will 
settle down and we'll have less discussion about personalities and 
more discussion about policy. We would encourage that. But I 
can't give you any guarantees. This is an interesting city. 

Q Mr. Gergen? May I ask -- (inaudible) -- West 
German. Mr. Gergen, I have one question. In that Situation Room, 
there seemed to be -- have happened a discussion between the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense about a certain 
alert-status of parts of the united forces or individual units. 
I just wonder what your status of knowledge was. Did you have 
at any time the impression or the suspicion that behind that 
shooting incident was a group of terrorists, that it's some kind 
of a conspiracy or -- and what did you do? Did you alert certain 
troops, for instance Fort Myer? What was the military situation 
in this whole sequence? 

MR. GERGEN: Well, of course, we were aware that 
there were many different alternative explanations for the shooting and 
terrorism could not be excluded as one of them. And of course, 
we were in contact with our military commanders. But as to what 
happened and what orders were given and what communications occured 
and the content of those communications, I'm sorry, I really --
I think that that's -- you can understand the security aspects 
of that and I really don't want to go into that. 

MR. We are well into the allotted time so we 
will go as quickly as we can with questions. 

Q To what extent does --(inaudible} -- there is 
some confusion about the precisional language which the Secretary 
of State is employing, not only when he's defining the Constitution 
in a mentally pressured situation, but when he's appearing in 
Congress, for instance, and talking about exchange of fire and 
it turns out he doesn't mean exchange of fire. And there have 
been several instances of this quite eloquently described and analyzed 
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by William Safire who was also in the White House at that time, 
and knows something about language and --

MR. GERGEN: (Inaudible) 

Q But what I'm after is to what extent does it worry 
you that there is some confusion about the clarity with which 

American foreign policy is being expressed by the Secretary? 

MR. GERGEN: That's not a level of high concern. Let's 
go back to the Constitutional incident. I think what ,.the Secretary 
I can't speak for the Secretary on this. Let me assure you though, 
this Secretary, during the course of the 1970s, has become quite 
familiar with the 25th Amendment and he knows with some precision, 
I would suggest,of the Constitutional arrangements. I mean, 
after all, he was there at times when these became fairly important 
issues. 

And I think that what was -- I have not talked to 
the Secretary about what -- bu.t I do know about his understanding 
of the Constitution. I have no questions about that at all. In 
effect, the Secretary of State is, as you know, the senior 
member of the Cabinet and in effect, in terms of -- and running 
a meeting without getting into the Constitutional succession 
question or the command authority question or anything like 
that, and the running of a meeting -- in the Cabinet Room itself, 
the President sits in the middle of the Cabinet Room~ the Vice 
President sits across from him as the sort of the second person 
within the room and the Secretary of State sits at the right hand 
of the President as an indication of the symbolic importance of 
that office. So then, I think it was really in that sense that 
he was talking dbout the President, the Vice President and 
the Secretary of State. 

It is only natural that that respect and authority 
and in the context of an informal gathering that the Secretary 
of State in the absence of the President and the Vice President 
would serve as a contact-point,as has been expressed. Now, 
as to his other statements on the H.i!l.l, without talking about 
the question of El Salvador and the nuns and that sort of thing, 
which is what I think you were referring to, if I understand it --
I think if you look at the totality of what the Secretary of 
State has said about American foreign policy, you will find a 
great deal of clarity about our intentions and where we were 
going. 

There may have been instances in which you may want 
to question some of the wording, but I think one has to look 
at the totality of it, and I would suggest to all of us, if we 
have to talk and testify in front of cameras hour a f ter hour after 
hour, we may say things that sometime later we might wish to say 
a different way. I don't find a great deal of significance in 
that. Others might. 

Q Main!chi Shimbun, Japan. You said that the 
President couldn't travel in the inunediate future. Is it that 
you are suggesting that the .White House is rearranging his 
scheduled trip to Mexico 

MR. GERGEN: No, I'm not suggesting that. I'm simply 
suggesting t hat -- well, for instance , we had trip planned to 
the State of Illinois this week,on Wednesday. The President was 
going t o go out there. He clearly had to cancel t h a t tri p. He 
had.hoped to visit some other state legislatures and we probably 
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will not be able to do some of those trips. He had planned to throw 
out a first baseball in Cincinnati this next Wednesday. He's not 
going to be able to do that. So his travel is going to have 
to be curtailed to a limited extent. We simply cannot say with 
any accuracy right now because I think that's going to have to 
be a doctor's judgment and that's going to be a judgment on his part 
as to how much travelling he can do. But clearly, a man has 
been seriously wounded. He's just not going to hop up and go out 
and hit the road the next day. 

I'm not prepared to say what trip he's going to take 
and what trip he's not going to take, but there's going to be 
some change in schedule for the immediate future. Over time, I'll 
think you'll find him travelling. I can also assure you this 
is not the kind of man who wants to be confined in the White 
House. He's a physically active man. 

Q How seriously does the White House consider 
the chances of an imminent invasion of Poland because yesterday 
Weinberger said that the troop levels and those preparations 
were very serious, and yet, you've got your Secretary of State 
going off today, or your Defense Secretary -- so although, one 
message seems to suggest -- newpaper headlines -- that any moment 
now, Russian troops might invade Poland. Another message suggests 
that you don't really consider it much --

MR. GERGEN: Phyllis Kaminsky is here from 
the National Security Council, and probably has a better sense 
of this than I would. I would not deviate from what the 
Secretary of State said. I think he said it was very serious 
and he meant what he said. The administration stands by that. 
These other trips were planned. I think you'll find that 
both Secretary Weinberger and SEkretary Haig and Dick Allen and 
others will be continually monitoring the situation in Poland. 
If anything happens there, I think you'll find this government 
responding -- I mean, these individuals will respond appropriately. 

I think it's -- we are in a situation of international 
communications, and we live in a world of international communications, 
as you folks know so well, and I think you'll find this 
government prepared to deal with that and I would not read a great 
deal of significance in the fact that they're going on with their 
trips. I wouldn't say, I wouldn't read more than the fact that 
the trips were scheduled and they're going forward. 

Phyllis, do you have anything to add? 

MS-. - KAMJ:NSKY: No, thank you. 
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Q Hangu Junge (?), Korea. Because of this assassination 
attempt, do you think that it is necessary for the President to limit 
contact with the public? 

MR. GERGEN: Well, that is a question that is a recurring 
one in American politics after these outrageous attacks occur, and my 
own sense of it is that in a democracy, the essence of a democracy is 
dealing with people and direct contact and this President very much 
enjoys personal contact with outside people and I -- of course one has 
to take the necessary precautions, but I would be very skeptical of any 
suggestion that this President is going to isolate himself in the White 
House. He is simply not that kind of man. He is so thoroughly outgoing 
and affable and enjoys and loves company that I think that he is going 
to continue that. I think that he is a tough fellow. The Secret Service 
doesn't call him Rawhide for nothing. 

In the back row there. Yes, sir. 

Q (Inaudible), Germany. One more question about Secretary 
Haig. For a man who you said is apparently so close to the President, 
has access and is so compatible in his views with him, how do you think 
the unfortunate impression was allowed to emerge in the last few weeks 
that some of the internal processes you worked out that you referred to, 
and lines of command, appeared to put as many checks and balances around 
Secretary Haig as was possible? That he was not given Crisis Management, 
and so forth. It seems to contradict other testimony like yours that he 
is very close to the President and that he trusts him and that he wants 
a strong Secretary of State. 

MR. GERGEN: Well, let me say this. He is, as I said, close 
to the President in identity of views. He has not been a long personal 
friend of his and we are -- I think that you know that he began meeting 
with the President three times per week before this incident occurred. 
The crisis management question is, in my view, that the decision of how 
to deal with crisis management had very little to do -- in fact it did 
not spring from any desire to put a check or balance on the Secretary of 
State. It was simply that in the event of a crisis, where is it best to 
coordinate that activity? Now, the President will be the ultimate crisis 
manager. We all agree with that. There are going to be times when the 
President is not available, or present in the room. And the question 
becomes, who runs that meeting when the President is not there? The 
President's view is that the Vice President ought to run that meeting. 
And it ought to be done in the Situation Room. Now one of the reasons 
fer that is that the Situation Room is the center of communication, inter­
national communications. It happens that the Situation Room is built 
and located in the White House. It is not built and located in the 
Defense Department or the State Department or anywhere else. It is in the 
White House, and if you are going to do that, it seems appropriate to have 
your meetings there chaired by someone who is right there, is close in, 

end so forth. 

Also I would point out to you that in a crisis management 
situation, what you are doing, if effect, is coordinating among a series 
of departments, and it seems appropriate and has been traditional with 
the last several presidents to have that crisis management done by some­
one who can appropriately coordinate among departments and cut across 
lines, and the Vice President, in the President's vie~,was the appropriate 
person to fill in in the absence of the President. 
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Again, I think that there has been -- I don't want to put 
this as journalists are making too much of this. I don't think that 
this is the case. I think that people -- there has been an unfortunate 
tendency, I think, basically there have been a few individuals, frankly, 
in the lower levels of the government, perhaps the mid-levels. I 
can't tell where because I frankly don't know who they are who 
have for a variety of reasons, some of the mischievous have seen fit 
to, I think, present things out of character of what they truly are. 

And what I think is important to understand is that 
at the highest levels of this government, there is cooperation, 
there is coordination and there's a common belief in each other, 
and I think you find -- you found last week and I think you found 
this week, a belief -- a unity among those people. And that, to us, 
is what's important. And the Secretary of State leaves today with 
full colors as the Secretary of State. He is a man who goes with 
the full confidence of the President. 

MR. It's five of twelve. Do you want to 
take a couple of more? 

MR. GERGEN: A couple of more. Sure. 

Q I have one question . The New York Times 
quoted today a verbatim quote of an exchange between Secretary 
Haig and Secretary Weinberger. Were those quotes correct? 

MR. GERGEN: I saw those quotes and I would -- I 
have taken a view that, and I think it's important that those 
discussions in that Situation Room were delicate -- I mean, 
they were conducted in tense hours. One can understand that. 
I think we were dealing with a situation that none of us knew 
the full ramifications of it, and many of those discussions did 
deal with national security issues. They were done in confidence. 
I just think it's inappropriate to go beyond a characterization. 

I think that once I start going down the road or 
any of us start going down the road with "This quote's accurate 
and this one's not," or "You actually said this or you actually 
said that," I just don't think that's very productive. 

Q For how many hours was the President not able 
to deal with any international crisis and during that period, in 
the event of nuclear war, who was in charge of the football? 

MR. GERGEN: The President was, I think, in surgery 
I'm not sure of the exact Joanna, do you know? 

MS ; BISTANY: Two hours and 35 minutes. I'm not even 
sure, but I think --

MR. GERGEN: Two hours and 35 minutes. That's the 
approximate time? 

The question has come up about the football before and 
I don't know the answer to that, I'm sorry. You know, the 
football ordinarily ·travels with the President as a so-called "football." 

Q Who would have made the decision? 

MR. GERGEN: Let's talk about t he football and then 
we'll move on. All right? 
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I don't know where the football was. I can't say. 
Presumably it went to the hospital, but I don't know what then 
happened, and frankly, if I knew I'm not sure I'd tell you. out, 
in any event, let's go beyond that issue. 

From the moment -- eveA before we knew for a fact 
that the President was shot -- han ~~~~ shot, we were in contact 
with the Vice President. As you kr1m,, he was on an aircraft. There is almost 
instant communication that's possible. The Secretary of State 
talked with the Vice President from the White House just a moment 
or two after we learned that indeed -- that we confirmed that 
the President had been shot, that he'd been one of the victims 
of the attack. The Secretary of Sta~e got on the phone with the 
Vice President and said, "I recommend that you return to Washington 
immediately. We are not on a secure line. I can't tell you all 
the events of it, but I recommend you come back here immediately." 

Thereafter, the Secretary of State had several 
conversations with the Vfce President and with the senior members 
of the White House staff. The Secretary of Defense was in the 
Situation Room, the National Security Adviser was in the Situation 
Room, the Director of Central Intelligence was in the room. We 
were prepared, among that collectivity, to deal with any event, 
military or otherwise, and I think you would have found this 
government responsive in the event -- we had complete communications, 
open lines, complete communications between all of the individuals 
who would have been essential in the event of an attack in order 
to deal with that and make the decisions. 

Q (Inaudible)--Commander-in-Chief -- I mean, can he give the 
order on behalf of the Commander-in-Chief? 

MR. GERGEN: Well, this begins to enter under certain 
questions of national security, frankly, and there's some classified 
documents that deal with this. Let me just say, there are some 
standing orders in the government which deal with this and 
I'm not really at liberty to say what -- in the event of the 
incapacitation or unavailability of the Commander-in-Chief, there 
are standing orders about how to deal with that. THis raises 
the whole question of command authority that came up the other 
night and caused some confusion and there are understandings within 
the government about how that works, and I'm just not at liberty 
to say exactly how that works, but I think we made it clear that 
there was the President, the Vice President, the Secretary of 
Defense, but it's done with the complete understanding that no 
one is going to go out and act irrationally. 

MR. In all fairness, I think that we could 
keep you here for a long time. 

MR. GERGEN: I'll take one more question, then I'd 
like to go, if I can. Can I take this woman in the back here, please? 
If you don't ask a too hard one, I'll take it. 

Q (Inaudible) -- how does the change of command 
work in the event of --

MR. GERGEN: I knew I shouldn't takr:; .· the last one. 

Q -- of the incapacity of the President and how 
in the event o f a military eve nt, can you unde rl i ne for us in 
both cases? 

MR. GERGEN: I'm sorry. I thought I 'd responded'' to 
that in the last question. Perhaps I didn't answer it. I'd 
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just have to tell you that a lot of that deals with classified 
information and I'm not prepared to -- I'm sorry. As interesting 
as it might be, I'm just not prepared to get into that. I think 
we've outlined the basic structure, but how the communications 
work and so forth, that is not a matter we are putting on 
the pu.blic record. I'm sorry. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MR. GERGEN: Well, I think you'll find if you go 
back and read the various briefings we've had on all of this 
that we've said very firmly that there are some standing orders. 
They're traditional in the government. These orders were renewed 
by this government, by this administration when it came into office. 
The people within the government have an understanding of how 
it works. We're not prepared to tell the world how it works and 
we have indicated that basically the President and the Vice 
President and then the Secretary of Defense are the sort of the 
three critical players to begin with. But we're just not prepared 
to go beyond that. I'm sorry. 

Q As a result of this experience of the 
assassination attempt ~· · whether you are reviewing the system 
of the Situation Room in the White House of communication 
how are you going to deal with.this now? I mean, are you satisfied 
with the entire way the whole thing was dealt with or are you 
reviewing some of the methods you're using --

MR. GERGEN: Let me just say we're never satisfied 
fully satisfied with anything in government and I hope that one 
result of this administration is that we can improve things in 
government. 

MR. Thank you all very much. Remember this 
was on background, attributable to a senior White House official. 

END 12:00 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SENIOR STAFF 

FROM• JAMES A. BAKER III~~ 
SUBJECT: Compilation of Log of Internal Events 

There is a need to compile an accurate log of relevant 
internal events for the peri.od (approximately) 2:00 p.m. -
9:00 p.m. on .t<'.iarch30 (yesterday). 

This will be required to provide authoritative responses 
to external questions, and to provide a basis for our 
own review of internal operating procedures. 

I am asking Dick Darman to take overall responsibility 
for pulling this compilation together. I have asked 
him also to coordinate the development of ~ a preliminary 
analysis of this compilation -- with a view toward 
recommending necessary changes (if any) in operating 
procedures and support systems. He will work closely 
with Dick Allen and Fred Fielding on this -- consulting 
with all of us as necessary. 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI!l:GTO'.'i 

April 2, 1981 

PETER DAILEY 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Newspaper, Magazine, etc. Archive 
on the Shooting of the President and His 
Recovery et cetera 

We really need to make sure that we have a complete collection 
of all the stories surrounding the shooting of the President 
plus the recovery. These will be very useful in later years, 
and I think few people will have a complete ·record. If for 
no other reason, I'd like to have them for my archives to give 
to a library at some later date, so let's go back and make sure 
you've got all of those stories and some of the pictures that 
appeared in the newspapers, too. If necessary, go back and 
get full copies of the Washington Post , at the Post offices, 
for Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. Try for the New York Times 
and the Star. Let's really get a collection of these things, 
and put them in notebooks. They don't need to be put in plastic, 
but should be adequately preserved, perhaps using double-faced 
scotch tape. 

See me if there's any problem about this. Make particularly sure 
that you've got the cartoon from Wednesday night's Washington Star. 
Probably ought to keep the Haig stories of this week in this file 
too and then prope rly indexed- -maybe in a separate book. We want 
to keep them anyway; there'll be lots and lots of commentary on 
that. This also includes magazine articles and anything else 
of the type. 
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" Reagan 
Briefed 
on Poles· 
-Continued. fro:n Preceding Page 
chased explosive bullets, but agents 
did not tell doctors because the bullet 
already had been rem:ived from Rea­
gan. 

It was not until late Thursday Bight, 
in emergency gurgery prompted by an 

·FBI warning, that an explosive bullet 
was removed from Delahanty. 

"We did not relay that information 
[about the bullets] ~ the hospital au­
thorities becalll!e we were concentrat­
in@' on the President and were not 
aware of Delahanty's treatment and 
his condition at that time," Secret 
Service spckesm.au Jack Warner said. 
"We did nothing with that inform.a-· 
tion after we realized the President's 
surgery wu complete." 

Delahanty'~ doctors did not find out . 
until the FBI warned them T'nursday 
that the bullet could explode inlide 
hiB body, and Reagan's surgeon lint 
read about tbe explosive bullets in 
Friday's newspapers. Robert Dicker­
son, director of th Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, said Friday 
night, "Our lop show we did notify 
the Secn!t Service twice on Monday so 
!hey would notify the hoapital." · 

More Exams 
For Hinckley 
Combined News'Servlces 

Raleigh, N.C.~ohn W. Hinckley 
Jr. is expected to meet tomorrow with 
psychologists brought in by attorneya 
preparing his defense against charges 
of trying w 8.881188inate Preaident 
Reagan, ·a Justice Department 
spokesman said yesterday. · 

Hinckley, 25, met with defell8e ai: · 
torneys and spent several hours with 
his parents Friday, said Tom DeCair, 
a Justice Department spokesman in 
Washington. 

"The court-ordered [psychological] 
exam has begun, and the defeMe 
team of lawyers is expected to eeli him 
again on Monday," he said. DeCair 
said Dr. Sally Johnson, a government 
psychiatrist, began examining Hinck-
ley on Friday. · · 

The court order that resulted in 
Hinckley's being sent to the Federal 
Correctional Institution at Butner di­
rected government psychiatrists to 

~- determine Hinckley's competence to 
stand trial ud to determine if the al­

.,; leged offe:r_ae resulted from mental 
~ ciisease, a mental defect or mental 
o. disorder. 
< Hinckley's parents, Jo Ami and 

0z~ Jack Hinckley, issued a statement 
saying they were "pleased with the 

iil manner in which he has been treated 
and protected. n 

~ They added, "We are all very grate­
~ ful for God'• mercies in the miracu· 
Iii loua way in wilich He has sustained 
z the Ii ves of the President, Mr. (James] 

Brady, agent [Timothy] McCarthy 
and officer [Thomas] Delahanty, and, 
of coune, we pray constantly for their 
continued recovery to full health, and 
for the comfurt of their families.'' . 

The statement continued, "We are 
joining in the prayers of milliollS for 
the President and the other victima 
and their faniiliea. We ask that you 
joiii ua in prayers for our son John. 
We have seen certain pre88 reports 
that we believe to be inaccurate. We 

..,. simply aak that you realize John is a 
sick boy, and that you give him the 
benefit of the doubt until all the true 
fact& concerning hls men~ eondition 
a:re known." · 

Day <;>f Crisis:· 
March '30, 1980 

· Shortly afier noon Monday, _a stocky young man ·arrived at a side en­
.trance to the Washington Hilton Hotel and stationed himself amid the spec­
tators and rep0rters gathered outside. He had come from a room in a much 

_cheaper hotel across town and had arrived with an American movieland 
fantasy spinning in his head and a Gennan-made handgun hidden in his . 
clothing. At 2:25 PM, according to federal investigators, he · fired six quick . 
shots at the presidential party exiting the hotel, one of which struck Presi-
dent Reagan. ·· · 
. Not since Nov. 22, .19631 IWd the preaidency been under an attack' such as 
this. Within minutes there began a series of events not only to save Reagan's 
life, but to ensure that the presidency was protected. As a bleeding and wob­
bly Reagan wal_ked into the hospital emergency room, the word went-out to 
the cabinet members and to the vice president. in Texas: Get ·to the White . 
House. The Joint Chiefs of Staffs were summoned to the Pentagon's Nation- · 

- al ·command Center. ·Heads of foreign governments were notified. Reiearch 
began immediately into the 25th Amendment-:-the one on presidential suc­
cession. Within minutes, too, the question would be raised: How did a man 
with a gun get so clOse to the President? During the next four hours, hours 
filled with extraordinary cooperation and unusual conflict, there would be 
two major coneems: the P-resident's Malth and the government's continuity. 
. What follows is a · reconstruction by Patrick J. Sloyan, Jim Kl.urfeld and 

Susan Page of Newsday's Washington Bureau of some of those develof; 
· men.ts from the scene outside the hotel to the Situation Room in the White 

· ,-iiouse and the plaTie rushing George·Bush back. to Washington. , , . . . .-. . 

./:~:~ s0 .,_ 
Agents shove President Reagan Into hls limousine during th& shooting outside the Washington Hilton 

. . . 

At the · Scene 
Waahington-"Baae to all cars: Arrive, Arrive.a photographen and network crews, got out of the 
"Rawhidea-Ronald Reagan's Sem!t"Service code press vans in the motorcade. Kounen baa a mU8CV.lar 

name-'-Waa once more at the W aahington Hilton Ho- build, sandy hair and moustache, and he wore an 
- tel The routine radio announcement heard in every oval gold pin in hia lapel, and a concealed radio. He 

cal' in the presidential motorcade marked Reagan's looked like a Secret Service agent, but he repreeent­
seventh arrival at the hotel since hia inauguration 89 ed the White Houae advance office and waa in charge 
days earlier. It has been one-of the most routine tripe - of making 8Ul'8 the · preee pool moved eaaily through 
for all presidents since the hotel opened during · the • seeurity checkpoint. desitr.ied to protect the Presi.-
Kennedy administration. The big hotel perched on a dent. · 
~de &ttnu:ta 11111J1f major conventions and aocial Hank Brown, a camera man Cor ABC, was upeet 
.-~ during Relgan'a arrival Brown and hia c:rew had 1et 

"Every time you · turn around, you'd be at the up behind a white rope, strung by the Secret Service, 
Washington Hilton," said Mike Pohl, who did the ad- 25 feet from the presidential entrance. Because there 
vance work for llC01'e8 of trips there for President Jim- waa no rope behind the pr.a during the President's 
my Carter. On each vi!Dt, the Secret Service and the arrival, Brown was annoyed by people milling around 
White House staff carry four pages of diagram.a show- aa he photographed Reagan entering the hotel. One 
ing how the motorcade will pull up at the preeidential cbild almost mnacked hia' head oil Brown's 40-pound 
entrance; the route the president will follow into the minicam. He complained to Rocky Kounen: "Some­
grand ballroom; the route_ out of the ballroom., and the . body's going to get hurt." 
poeition of the motorcade for departure. "Those dia- · - Brown asked Kounen to have the area cleared and 
grams were the most. Xeroxed thinp in the advance - limited only to reporters wearing credential& What 
office files," Pohl said. Kounen did-or did not do-ia not known. Rocky 

"Pool over here," said Rocky Kounen, holding up Kounen isn't talking. But three levels of auperion1 in 
a notebook aa members of the press pool, including the White House, the Secret Service and deputy White 
reporters from The Asaociated Press-, United Presa Howie Press Secretary Larry Speakes now say that 
International, NBC, ,The · Bal;tim.ore Sun. as well as . . . . . , -Co;"?n.u~ o,n, Page 26 

· I 



A .Day 
-Of U.S. 

I -

CriSis. 

Reagan came through the door- House as B'lker ·was leaving and tM hospital suppatied by Parr and 
way, &nd a White Houee pbot.ogra· went directly to Baker's corner of- anothu agent. But aa he wa.lMd 
pber behind him took a picture lice. There staff director David Ger- · through tM emogmcy room dJJOrs 
showing the Preeident waving and gen bad just reached Bush in Air hU Jenee buclckd and touclwd the 
the line of reporters and pbotogra- Force Two. Geigeu WU about to ff.oar befi>re tM CJlfllnts grabbed him. 
phere in front of the white rope. A give an update to Bush, who bad al- Giordano' a first move was IC i11M1't a 
blowup of that photograph showe a ready been told the President bad tube in Reagan's buJl.et wound. It 
face just behind Fielman's left been shot, but when he saw Haig, he immediately draiMd off I ,ZOO cubic 
shoulder- face Fielman identified banded him the phone. centimeters of blood. Even though 
as that ilf Hinckley. "Mr. Vice President, I th.ink you'd blood was being transfu.aed inio Ju. 

Fielman and Brown recordee for b9tt.er come back hr.re," Haig &aid. ueine, tM Pruident's bleeding con-
the world what happened about 2:25 By 3:1<> Haig, G<!rgen, Defense tinued st.eadily. He would loae· more 

Secretary Caspar Weinberger and than 3.D quana befi>re doctors finr 
PM. There isalmOlltnoraaction tothe Natiollal Security Adviser Richard ill/wd with J&ini that night. ~ 
first shot in any of the faces photo- .\lien were in the basement White "We had a problem," Giordano 

~ontinued from Page 4 graphed. Then. with the aecond llhot, House Situation Room. scUd. 
the area was fo11 the publi.c>-uot re- the face-of Michael Deaver, a presi- "At first we acted u .if anything · "Weinberger directed the Joint 
stricted to the preea, although the dential aaaistant, grimaces. Reagan's was pouible," said a participant Chiefs to get hol<i of all the CINCs 
preea waa welcome to use it. smile fadee u he is twisted .toward who aeked not to be named. "We be- [American military commander11-in· 

Had the area been delignated for the limouaine by Agent Jerry Parr. gai1 to monitor everything that was chief throughout the world] and in· 
the preSll, it would have been roped Agent TimothyJ. McCartbyturnS · happening in the world. We were e&- form them of what hod happened, to 

and opena hia body in front of Reagan pecially worried about Poland. And increue the frequency of reporting 
oft', front and back, with Kounen and Parr and moves a leg to Junge to- -we didn't know the background of and reporting- on unuSual intelli· 
and a Secret Service agent ueigned ' ward ~gunman. The other leg nev· the person who bad _shot the Preei· gence activities," a 11111ior Pentagon 
t.o ensw:e that only repoi:te~ with er follo11'11 115 McCarthy's body flies dent or whether this wu part of :nilitary official said. The official 
credent1aJ.e_ would be .w1th1n t~e backward, his face reacting as the eome larger compiracy. We aleo says those actions did not constitute 
rope~. But it waa .not. Anyone, m· blillet ,ptrjlr.es hia chest. The camera knew that we had to clarify the pro- an increase in the alert status of 
eluding John W. ~ckley Jr., could catcbea a glimpee of the fallen White cedures of the 25~ Amendment.". American fon:ee. But that would.be­
get close to the white ~pe, Iese than Houae Presa Secretary Jamee Brady. In the next 16. mmu~ other cahi- come a point of contention between 
15 f~ from the President. Sprawled nsxt to him is Police Officer net membeni, mciuding . Treasury: Haig and Weinberger. 

So, Just before Reagan emerged, Tho R. Delahanty Secretary Donald Regan, Attorney In minutes the Command Center 
there was a public area to be acruti· A~east fo bulleta bit +a.....+• General William French Smith, CIA would report back to Weinberger 
)li7Ald by the Secret Service. But that . ur . . - .. ~..., Directo'I' William Case:y, as well as that there were no unuaual military 
area appeared to agents to be a pha· ~ ~hem =~ 0~~e the vice ~dent's chief of etaff, activities. Cuey, cf the CIA, made a 
laiu of television cameru and J'8o · the 

1 
,..11·~dcsr'l'hat b··"~ •L 1:° Adm. Dame! J . Murphy, entered the similar report. '_ 

porters with credentialll. A quick e ... 11 e. . l.LlUH>-Wlere ia Situation Room. . Both the Situation Room IJld the 
glance could Juli agents into believ· epeculation that it was the second "It was eeaential to have more Command Center were in direct con· 
ing it was a reetricted preu area z:iund ~u ~ to the . than half the cabinet there u;,we bad ~ with Bush' a plane. .. _ 
that did not need constant attention.· - · llW! of' a_ dime after )littmr· the bu!• Ito use the 25th Amendment, the of· Ha.if directed that the nations of 

Secret Service offi.ciali acknowl· l~f csr bef°l!re 1t entered ~- ficial ea.id. «One of the very fint . the world be notified, by cable, that 
edged_ that one of their agents J::ad . gan S body, CllU&UI( an un1llllai al.it things we did WU to locate all the . . the President bad been shot. White 
traveled to the Hilton with the preae of a "!°UDd. . . ·cabinet eecreterie11 and to tell them House · oongreaaional liaison Mu 
pool But they would not identify Inside the hmou11ne, Reagan we bad to !mow where they would Friederadorf was directed to notify 

· . coughed up briiht blood. The Prem· be at all timell." The 25th Amend· the leaders of Congre-. !J: :Y~un-t his mo~ts of dent said he thought a rib, which be ment stipulatea the line of suc:cM- ' There wu alao a quick decision to 
believed waa broken aa he '- waa. aion and how presidential power can notify the former preaidenta: Haig 

The area bad a hiatory of being re- puahed into the car bad punc:turec1 be tranaferred when a president is called Richard Nixon, whom be bad 
stricted for prea "We tiled to have hia lung Parr ~ only that the . disabled. It tabe a majority vote of eervt:d u chief of etaff during the 
a P~Y area there," said Wil· brigh~ of the blood indicated it the cabinet to put it into effect, or a · Watergate period, and Jimmy 
liam D' Arey, whO bandied oountleu came from a lung. Ha told the driver dec~tion by the president. Carter. Ge~ called ~d Ford. 
preee advancea to the hotel during to ask the. Wbite Houle to alert the Haig took the seat to the !elk of The American people still bad not 
Preeident Richard Nixon's term. · . nearest hoepital . · . the hea~ of the table, which would been informed that Reagan bad -
That view was echoed by Dorrance The · ~ t r~- Wub be Bush• -t. Another seat waa left been shot. Only after those calla wu 
S "th wh did th job fo . csr .am~ a -~5" • • empty for presidential ~lor Ed- the announcement made. : 
~d~t Gerald Fo~.~~ used· t! ington Um~~ Holpit!d at 2:S5 . . _ win ~. who bad llOJle to the hoe- _ Weinberger and Cuey again re-
lock the lobby entrance doors just pita!. · ported no unuaual military move-
behind the press area to keep the '"l'bere was no doubt in anybody's menta, and Smith periodically 
public back. That whole driveway mind that Haig, as aecretary of updated the FBra information on 
area was cleared of everyone who state, the aen.iar cabinet -. position, Hinckley, 
didn't have credentials." Former would chair the meeting," ea.id an Sm.ith'i etaff delivered a short pa· 

official who bad long worked in the per on the 25th Amendment. It wu 
White House Presa Secretary Jody ' national securitY area. Haig bad quietly pall8ed around the table, and 
Powell &aid that under Preeident - propoaed the arrangement, and Ba· small groupe, in corners of the room, . 
Jimmy Carter, that area outside the · · ker bad accepted. _ dil!CllMed it. "~t wu not discuaeed by 
Hilton was not always restricted to· The Situation Room is a Jong, ob- the group as a whole. 'l'barJ waa just 
presa. long, paneled, wind<nrleu-room in an understanding that it would not 

Shelly Fielman, who has photo- - the White · House basement. It is al· be. It waa a taboo subject," a White 
graphed presidents at the Hilton moat filled by a large conference ta- HOUIS official said. 
since 1963 for NBC television, came . ble. -- · · - ..... '.,·-/ At the hoagital, according In Bo. 
out ot the hotel while Reagan wae- ~ · Weinberger called the Pentagon .-,., rw one 1uggu~r did Rea-_ 
still speaking inaide. No one . elae IJld wu put through to the National gan offer-4/tat tM Pruident dliclan 
wu near the white rope. He took up Command Center, where the-Joint' h.irneelf diaabkd during •urtltl"Y· 
a position toward a 25-foot lime• j Chiefs of Staff bad gathered. The Balter recalled that RetzllOll rom 
t.one retaining wall. Soon other col-- - command center ia a large, bowl-like crac/cing jo/cu and winA-.ing a. M 
leagues gathered, including Hank room in the Pentagon with a huge rom rolled into tM operating room 
Brown of ABC. But the televillion • ""' - map of the world, video display con· fi>r what WCll to lallt for three /&ours. 

Haig at press briefing on shooting llO!ee and a large round table. It By the end of the fint hour in the 
camerae aoon drew a crowd. looks like miaaion control ofa NASA Situation Room it wu clear that 

"National preu, let me through," rocket launching. . there were no unuaual military &c· 
&aid Walter Rodgers, a radio report. Th... Attorney General Smith, outside tivitiee in the world. There were no 
er for The Auociated Presa. M be .::;;- the Situation Room, wu on the tele-_ indications that Hinckley wu part 
pushed his way to the white rope, phone to the Juatice Department, of a conapiraci or that any other 
the microphone to his tape recorder Situation wb.icb was frantically preparing a government official WU under at-
picked up a voice of a bystander say. report on the 25th Amendment IJld tack. 
ing, "You ought t.o get here on time then t.o the FBI, which wu checking Officials moved in IJld out, malt· 
••• They can do · anything they Room Hincltley's background. ing telephone calla and watching a 
want ... Don't let them do that." · · Haig immediately spoke by tele- television set. HBlg wu the contact 
Rodgera ignored the griping then. phone with Baker at the hotpital. with the hospital. Murphy wu in. 
But now he thinka it was the voice Word spread quickly, but the first Balrer rom wing unaecure com. touch with bis bosa, Bush. 
of John w. Hincltley Jr. · reports ~re not accurate. White mercial t.elep/IDne linu at tM hospir "After the first hour, our job there 

Th . d sh . al House Chief of Staff James Baker tal, which i'aad been 1halien by wu really to decide when to make 
e ~ 8:'1 . ovm~ ong - called Secretary of State Alexander Reagan's arrival. Dr.Joaeph Gior-: statements, ·what to say and to co­

the '!bite ~pe im~ted . Fielman. Haig and told him the President had dano, who had been finillhing o gall ordinate our statement& with those 
"Hey •. he _B&ld to a city police officer · not been hit. Vice President George bl.odder operation, was ·aummoned tA:i being made ai the hoepital," a White 
standing ~ front of the rope, "how Bush, in Texas, wu given the 8&me tM e1711!rgeney 1'0Qm, where M Mada Houee official &aid'. "The concern 
about movmg eome of th~ people information. Minutes later, Deaver, the trauma unit. On a table, with an wu about the President." 
back?" The officer smiled and at the hospital, called Baker and ~n maali over his face, waa the At this point the encounter be-
walked ~wey. Just then.' the .motors told him Reagan bad been shot. Ba- President of the United Sta.ta. tween Haig IJld Weinberger began. 
started in the the presidential mo- ker then called Haig again, and ~He rom tM laat person in tM The discussion wu about the alert 
ton:ade. Fielman knew the Secret Haig volunteered to oome t.o the wcrld I expected to 11«; Giordano statue of American forces. Officiala 
Service had. just radioed the cars White Houae. Balter agreed. said. present &aid there wu disagreement 
that Rawhide was walling out.··- ·:"At 3:M Haig arrived at the. White An 48M!h Reb,!ran had 'wolUd intb . <in the nature of the status, on 
'- • , • > , 1, : · • ' " • • , •·' • - • • • •• t "• \• .. ~ • • •1:#•l' I. 0... ,,,.., < • .._ '- • ··-
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whether an increaaed alert W88 nee- bl«ding stops and the lung rein- If there W88 a criaiB, the reporter proapect of becoming president him­
_8M&ry and on who had the authority flq.tea after the blood has been aaked, wouldn't the Praeident be · eel!. He never lignaled indec:iaive-
to make such a dec:iaion. dluined. But Reagan'; continued there? neaa or uncertainty. He never~ 

Juat.after 4 PM; Speakae, the dep- bleeding had forced. the 1ur1UY. "Well, ye!, of courae,• the vice hia voice. The composure l'9lllaiD8d 
uty prse aec:retary, returned from Now Aaron had no clsoit:t but to atop preeident raplled. "Almost always.• even 88 he watched Haig appear un­
the holpital and went to hia office. the opnution long eno111h to mu Three b.oun later, Reagan had expectedly on TV and declare him­
He was besieged with questions anotJier X-ruy. It rrcon(i.rm.J the been llbot and the administration's self "in control," addi.ng, "If 

· from reporters. "Let's do it in the initial location. criaiB management plan went into aomething came up, I would check 
prey room," he 18id. "I lcnew why we c0uldn't find it effect for the lint tim-.rith Bush with him [Bush], ·of courae.• 

In the Situation Boom ·the televi- when I felt it with my finlle,.,: Aar- half the country away. That w88 too much for CollinEi, who 
. lion picture auddenly switched to on acJid latitr. "It IOCll flat G. a dime, Hie lint ipeech that morning, be- believed that with modem communi­
Speabe. The room quieted. Nobody about the width of a dime, but a lit- fore the Southwe&tern Cattlemen's cations the vU:e president was clearly 
there knew he W88 IJOing to make a tk conical." Alaociation in Fort Worth, had gone in charge, even abolil'd the plane. "I 
lltat.ement. Wi.th hil /inl/ers, he pincMd the well. Ji. the plane tuied wr take-off didn't think it Wiii! appropriate," Col-

The reporten aaked about Rea- bullet loole. Tlw bleedin6 l#Qpped. to Austin, where he wu to addreaa linB said later. "lreally aounded off." 
gan's health, but then began to eek Aaron then could coMplete the opN- the lltate legi&lature, Bush relued Victor Gold was watching the 
about an increued military alert ation. . • in ·hia private compartment. 11Ctne with Buah. He had been Vice 
and notification of foreicn 1111vern- About 4:50 the room wu once Then Ed Pollard, head of the Se- Praeiclent Spiro Agnew's p~ aecre-
menta. again lileru:ed. Gerpn was given a cret Service detail llllillll8d to pro- tary when Haig, then President 

"Who's running the pernment Sec:ret Service report. - tect him, slipped in. . Richard Nimn'a chief of lltaff, or-
naw?" a reporter uked. "We are told that Jim Bndy haa . • '"!'hare W88 a shooting incident at dared Agnew to relign. Gold was no . 

'I cannot answer that question at died,• he said. · the Washington Hilton involving friend of Haig, but this time he 
this time," Speakes replied. "Oh, God," Regan aid. ,. the President," he said, "and two came to hia defense. 

In the Situation Room, Haig b&- "Let UI have a moment of silent apnta .are clown.• Reagan W88 re- "Do you !mow what he'1 doing?" 
came incl'Nlingly · fidgety over the · prayer for our friend and ailleque, ported safe. · Gold uked Bush. 
confusion that Speakes' I-than- Jim Brady," said Allen, a close Bush began to uk questions. Who "Yeah, yeah," Bush aaid noncom-
preciee answen might came. Final- friend of the prma aecretary'a. were the apnta? What waa their CQll· . mittally. . 
ly, Haig looked at aec:urity adviaer '"!'hat wu the law point," Gmpn ' dition? Pollard went back to the com- "He'a warning the world that.he's 
Allen and said: "Let's llO up there." , said lat.e~. municationa center at the front of the ready if anything happena." 

Haig bolted from hia -t and nm Aft.er the moment of silence, Ger- plane to get more infomiation. Bush "Yeah, yeah,• Buah said. "I under-
up a flight of ateps, turned right and gen left. the room to call Baker to talked on the telephone with hia preae st.and.• 
daahed into the prse room. confirm the newa. Baker checbd ileeretary, Pet.er Teeley, and other .. Finally, the good news came. 

"He was trying to get there before and told him it W88 not true. Geraen aides in Wuhington, who relayed the ~ called to tell Bush the results 
Speakea wu finiahad," aid an affi. immediately infunned the Situation early, inallcurate news reports that ofReagan'i operation. Bush listened 
cial in the Situation Room. Room. Thare wu a aigh of relief. thePraeidenthadnotbeenhurt. They for a moment, then said; "Well, 

Reporter Leo Rennert of the Sac- Tbe room waa then lltunned when, agreed that Buah would deliver the · that'.a wonderful. That's great 
ramento Bee looked at Haig aa he 10 minutes later, the television net,. Austin speech, then cancel the rest of .new1.• Bush hung up .and reported 
entered and said: "He's reelly out of woru announced the - mWD!or- the aft.ornoon 8chedule and return calmly: "The bullet ha.a ti.rs re­
breath." But to a jumpy nation - mation about Bndy. A call was immediately to Waahington. moved, the operation haa been a 111c-
watehing television, Haig .amed quickly made to cornet it. In a moment Pollard was back, -. and the-Pneidant ii fine.• 
choked and emotional. And what he The final opmiting room proo1- • and his face W88 grim. "We ju.t got .' It was fi:SO .. 
18id proved to be controveraial, 88 • ciw'e 111111 to aao up R«1Ban'11.110und, word the Pre.ident wu shot." • In an hoar, the plane Would land at 
well. • a procedure that often produce• Bush said: "We'll 1111 right back to Aildrewa Air Foree Baee, Wding inio 

"Who ' il in charp?" a reporter . medical malproctice 1uita. "We did Waahingt;on." a hangar 88 an utra security mea-
·• uked. · it uery carefully," Dr. Denni• . It w88 .2:46 PM EST. Four houn sure before Bush diaembarked. Now 

"Conatitution.ally, pntlamen, you O'Llary, the hoapital 1po.\aman, and lfi minute& would pus before the debate on the plane wu over 
have the president, the vice presi- laid with a twinlk. Bush would lltride into the White wherethehelicopterwaitingforBush 
dent and the ISCretary of lltate in "Gradually we were beginning to Home Situation Boom to take com- at Andrews in suburban Maryland 
that ordar • • • Ji. of now I am in · relax,• Kid a participant in the Sit. mand in penon. should take the 'Vice preaident. 
control here · in the White Hause, uation Room. "There wasn't any -· . , If a decl8ion . of national -impor- The staff members who dealt with 
pending return of the vice preaident, point, but obvioualy when we heard tanee had to be made, he would have logistics and eacurity argued that the 
and in cl089 touch with him. If aome- the llll'll8l'Y was lllCCSMful, a lat of made it, the clilpute between Haig helicopter should go straight to the 
thing came up, I would check with ' the Wnaion eued. • and Weinberger over command au- White Howie. But Bush expreNed 
him, of COUl'lle." Now they were waiting for the thority notwithstanding. -A know!- concern about thuymboliam ofland-

In the Situation Room, eyebrvwa . viee president'1 return. - edpable official who 588 in the ing on the South Lawn, a president's 
were raiaed, according to people who Situation Room said national aec:uri- prerogative. . 
were there. Haig had run out with- ' ty arrangements were in effect that The helicopter :flew to the vice 
out telling them what he was going would have allowed the vice preei- president's residence, a military 
to do. _ . dent, u c:ommander-in-drief in the aide briefing Bush on the way. It 

"I can't beline that. What ii that Pruident'a .U-nce, to make mill- landed 15 minute& lat.er, and Bush 
guy doing and under what author- tary dec:iliona and order them imple- w88 met by hia wife and Meese. The 
ity?" a participant quotAlll Wein- mented. The official, who did not two men climbed into the black lim· 
berger u eayllii. want to be identified, would not de- ouaine for the motorcade to the 

When Haig went back to the Situ- llCribe the a!T8Jl88meDtl. Whit.a Houae. 
ation Boom, Weinberger uked him Deputy PNI& Secretary Shirley At 7 Bush arrived at the -White 
what he was doing and added that . Green walked totherearoftheplane, Howie and went directly to the Situ-
he did not think hia comments were which W88 curtained off, to alert the ation Room. He took hi! aeat at the 
"appropriate," according to a fint. handful of reporters about the newa. · ·head of the long coderence table. 
hand recollection. Inthecenterco:npartment,thetwo The ·cabinet officers and White 

Haig replied: ftLook, you better llO Tau con~en who had accom- Hou.ae lltaft' gave him aD update on 
back and read your Con.stitution, · panied Bush cm the trip, Majority the President's condition, the na-
buddy." 1-der Jim Wright and Republican tional security situation-Wein-

. Weinberger then replied, accord- James Collins, were tuning in the berger talked about the military 
· ing to this aecount, "If you are llOi>Ur mnall televillion aet mounted on one aspect and .Haig about the li>reign 
to cite the Constitution, at leut Pt wall to watch tapes of the shooting, policy ~ what needed to 
it right. You're ftft.h in IUCCUlion, uPJ....., already bein« shown on ABC. be done in the nut. 24 hours. 

. not third." Bush reassures the nation The plane landed in Austin to re- Quickly there W88 a decilion to 
The relt of the cabinet members fuel, but Bush decided not to get off. hold a cabinet meetinJ. The one 

and staff aides watched silently UD· • Air Gov. William Clementi, hia wife, Item that could not be delayed ~ 
til Treasury Secretary Bepn inter- Rita, and Tena Secretary of State yond the next day wu the aigning of 
rupted with a report on Hinckley'1· George Strak-wh-0 ware at the all'- the milk price 111pport bill. 1t had 
background. Tb.en there was an- port to greet him-ent on board i-n a nutjor legialative ~c:tory for 
other report OD Reagan'& condition. Force and talked with him briefly. . Reagan. It was hoped that f.he Preei-

But none of the Wh:k .Ho-.- 1taff, Wright and Colline al.ao eat talk- dent would be well enough to sign it 
nor an,one in the Situation Room, ing with Bush for half·an honr, and in the morning. 
ww what irar,eon Be'liamin Aaron TwO , Collins couldn't help wnndering '"l'ha major quOBtion was whether 
Ul(JI (/Ding through. "To our chagrin, whether Buah would be thrust into Bush ahould make a statement and 
we could not find that bullet," Aaron th~ presidency this way, wondering when," said an official in the room. '°"· When Bush flew to Te:ua on Mon- how that 111Ult feel. "Suppoee the "We wanted to demonBtrate the llO"-

lUoBan had been UIMkr aellmll day morning to deli'llertwo speeches, call comes," Collini finally uked. ernment WU functioning .and the 
cmathetic for almo1t an hour. Aar- hewaaint.erviewedbyJanetBattaile "What are you thinlcing?" vice prealdent wu now in plsce." 
on had traced the bullet'• path · oftheDallaaMorningNews. wh-Owaa - Bush had looeened his tie alightly From the Situation Room, Bush 
through hil left 1idc, down to :he coveringthetrip. Sheaalr.edebouthis and replaeed hia suit coat with a went to his White House office, 
~nth rib, where initial X~roys new job u criail manager, awarded navy ·blue flight jacket. "I was where he was briefP.d on the provi­
ahowed it had then rirocheted u~ by Reagan over Haig's heated objec- . thinking, how could anyone have lions cf the 25th Amendment. 
ward intd the lower lobe of tM left tion. He i.naisted that the controversy taker. a shot at Ronald Reagan?" he It W88 decided that O'Leary would 
lung. Deapite probing, Aaron had been overblown. said. "I just keep thinking, he's so make his medical statement first. 
couldn't find the bullet. And Rea- "Too much hb8 been made of this." considerate, such a kind peraon. l Then, at 8:30, Bushed walked in\O 
gan'a lung continued to bleed, ~at a Bush said. "Thia ia not IOillething never found anyone wbo waa such a the pl'M8 room and said: "I can a&- .., 

rutMr alarming raJ.e: Aaron aaid that happens every day. And any- pleasure to work with." llUl'e thia nation and a watehing ""' 
l.twr. . way, I would only be doing it in the Bu.a~ .. the othe"!'8 a~~. nev- '!l'r~d that this gov~nt -~ ~~ 

In moat 1uch gu1U1hot auu, the President's a1-nce.'' er indicated he was COilBldermg the tionmg fully and effectively. 
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AFTERMATH OF ASSASSINATION TRY--Foreign media 
today saw both the President and the nation 
recovering quickly from the shooting incident. 

Some writers expressed concern and mistrust over 
official reports of the seriousness of the Presi­
dent's wound and his condition. 

Speculation that differences between the White­
House and State could have an impact on foreign 
policy continued as an editorial theme. Editors 
offered various suggestions how future crisis sit 
uations might be averted or managed. 

I 
~ 

Headlines in London today included "Reagan Takes a Walk" 
(conservative Daily Telegraph, front page), " Instant Popularity 
as U.S. Rallies to Injured Reagan" (liberal Guardian, front 
page) and "U.S. Gets Over Shooting With Depressing Ease'' (Times 
of London). 

"Still a Long Way to Go" 

Today's Guardian ran Washington correspondent Alex Brummer's 
assertion that the "President is enjoying an instant rise in 
popularity as a result of the attempt on his life .... But in 
spite of all the good cheer radiated by the White House about 
Mr. Reagan's recovery and business as usual, it has become 
clear that the President still has a long way to go before he 
is back to normal." 

Disbelief of Spokesmen 

Patrick Brogan, reporting from Washington for the Times, declared 
that "we have seen too many spokesmen mislead us to trust Dr. 
Dennis O'Leary or to believe all the stories of the President's 
remarkable recovery .•.. Assassination is as American as apple 
pie ..•. The country will be back to normal quickly enough .•.. 
That a man of 70 should come through such an ordeal so well (if 
we can trust his friends and doctors) and handle himself so well 

This surrmary is based on ICA field reports received by 
8 a.m. EST. It does not represent a complete sampling 
of the world press. Questions on content and sources 
should be directed to PGM/RC: phone 724-9057 International Communication Agency 
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with such grace, is remarkable enough. That the country can 
absorb yet another attempted assassination so calmly is deeply 
depressing." 

"President Needs a Major Figure" 

A byliner in today's Times spoke of the "physical wounding of 
the President" .and the "political wounding of the Secretary of 
State" and suggested that while "Mr. Alexander Haig's injury 
was self-inflicted ... it too is likely to be of considerable 
importance for the future of the Reagan Administration ... 

The writer held that the President needs a "major figure" in the 
foreign policy field "with authority in the Administration. If a 
wounded Haig cannot perform this role, who can?" 

"Reagan Should See These Things Do Not Happen Again" 

In West Germany independent Westdeutsche Allgemeine of Essen 
carried Washington correspondent Emil Boelte's observation that 
"what has happened in Washington ... cannot be viewed with benevo­
lent understanding. Even after it turned out that Reagan had 
not merely bumped his head against something or broken a rib, 
but that a bullet had caused vital injuries, the White House 
claimed he had escaped virtually unscathed ... 

"What was also strange was that, even though the Constitution 
outlines the procedure to be followed in the event of the . 
President's disability, Reagan's advisers tried to maintain the 
semblance of normality .by preventing Vice President Bush from 
taking over Presidential authority •.. 

"They refrained from urging the Secretaries who had assembled 
in the White House to act in accordance with the Constitution •..• 
This led to squabbles, the aftereffect of which is still making 
itself felt. As soon as Reagan is really able to take decisions 
and assess the situation he should see to it that these things 
do not happen again. 

"Even in an extreme crisis clarity is better than confusion ... " 

USICA/PGM/RC 
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"Initial White House Reaction Prompts Concern" 

In the view of pro-Christian Democratic Rheinische Post of 
Duesseldorf, "The Americans and their allies can breathe 
again. Even if his injuries were more severe than initially 
presumed, President Reagan's recovery shows good progress ...• 
Nevertheless, the White House's initial reaction to the 
shots fired at the President prompts concern. This reaction 
reflects continuing rivalries among the new team ... " 

The writer held that Secretary Haig "has turned out to be 
the weakest member in the chain of the new U.S. Administration. 
This is regrettable especially for the Europeans who had placed 
particular confidence in him ..• " 

Paris headlines today were "Mystery About Reagan's Health" 
(mass-circulation France-Soir), "Doctors Say Reagan Was Close 
to Death" (pro-Gaullist Parisien Libere), "Reagan More Serious­
ly Wounded Than Reported" (Communist Humanite), "President 
Reagan in Good Health" (conservative Figaro), "Reagan Was Lucky" 
(independent Quotidien) and "Triumph for Ronald Reagan, But 
Serious Difficulties Ahead" (financial Les Echos). 

"Leaves the Memory of a Power Vacuum" 

Washington correspondent Robert Sole in liberal Le Monde said 
the assassination attempt "will leave the memory of a power 
vacuum for a few hours in Washington. The contested attitude 
of General Haig did not strengthen the cohesion of the Repub­
lican Administration. It weakened the Secretary of State who 
appeared somewhat inconsistent and quite emotional at a time 
when ... it was necessary to reassure the country." 

A byliner's inside-page comment in financial Les Echos held that 
"Ronald Reagan's team is exploiting in a masterful way the 
assassination attempt against the U.S. President .•• (whose) 
popularity has reached a .new peak ..• " 

Fear of Foreign Policy Delay 

Independent Le Quotidien said that "three days after the attempt, 
political circles wonder if the popular reaction in favor of 
the chief of state wil not contribute to the adoption by the 
Congress of his economic program," but added that internation­
ally there was fear of delays in defining the new foreign 
policy because of "the struggle between the White House and 
State Department." 

USICA/PGM/RC 
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"Recovery ·Does Not Hide Political Aftermath" 

Among Italian headlines today were "U.S. Recovering From ... 
Trauma" and "Reagan to Shorten Convalescence" (liberal La 
Stampa, Turin), "President Will Leave Hospital in Few Days" 
and "Reagan in Full Recovery--Prestige Increases" (conservative 
Il Tempo, Rome), "Reagan Almost Died Because of Grave Hemor­
rhage" (leftist ·La Repubblica, Rome), "Will President Recover 
Before White House Wound Is Healed?" (pro-Communist L'Unita, 
Rome) and "U.S. Foreign Policy on Move While Reagan Recuperates--

· Haig Meets With Dobrynin and Leaves Today for Middle East" 
(Christian Democratic Il Popolo, Rome) and "Reagan's Excep­
tional Recovery Does Not Hide Political Aftermath of Attempted 
Assassination--Haig on Wane, Bush on Rise" (liberal Il Giorno), 
Milan) • 

Japan: "Still Hope for Early Settlement of Auto Issue" 

Today's moderate Mainichi of Tokyo, noting reports that a U.S. 
Government delegation is expected in Tokyo next week to discuss 
the U.S.-Japan auto problem, said "despite the assassination 
attempt on President Reagan, both America and Japan still hope 
to settle the auto issue at an early date." 

South Korea: "It Was U.S. Media That Kept Nation Informed" 

Independent Hankook Ilbo of Seoul today ran a Washington corre­
spondent's report headed, "Wisdom of U.S. Media Prevented 
Rumors." He said U.S. media were efficient, wise and cool­
headed in reporting the attempt on Mr. Reagan's life and subse­
quent developments. The writer contended that it was neither 
the White House nor Capitol Hill, but television and newspapers 
that actually kept the nation informed and the situation under 
control during the time between the shooting and the President's 
emergence from surgery. He concluded that he had seen a "posi­
tive side of America" in the mutual trust between the people 
and press which contributed to social stability at a time of 
crisis. 

Singapore: "A Freedom the U. s. Can Do Without" 

Today's Straits Times carried a columnist's assertion that the 
assassination attempt illustrates that "the United States has 
preserved for its people the liberty to kill, almost at will. 
It is a freedom they can do. without, but it is one they will 
not lose in the immediate future .••. (This is in) sharp contrast 
with the situation in totalitarian countries. Here, with rare 

USICA/PGM/RC 
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exceptions, it is the state that enjoys the practice, indeed the 
monopoly, of deciding--usually not randomly but with cold · cer­
tainty--who or what is to die." 

Bangladesh: "The Real Target Is Democracy" 

Dacca's influential Ittefaq said, "There . is not much difference 
between gun-barrel philosophy and the philosophy of terrorism ..•• 
Although Reagan has been made a target for the bullet ... (the 
real) target of assass.ination is democracy. Through this terror­
ists want to shut up the voice of human rights, and want to pro've 
to their own controlled society that the concept of a free world 
is not effective." 

Tunisia: "Should Have Had a Temporary Transfer of Authority" 

Yesterday's independent As-Sabah of Tunis maintained that "the 
world faced a very difficult period as a result of the assassi­
nation attempt .... This is because of the vacuum that occurred 
in the highest authority in the United States •... The three­
hour period of unconsciousness through which President Reagan 
went while in surgery· should have witnessed a temporary trans­
fer of authority to one of those in line for succession .... 
This indicates that the article in the U.S. Constitution that 
deals with the prevention of any vacuum in authority is not 
without imperfections." 

* * * * * * * 
HAIG MIDDLE EAST TRIP--Media anticipated that 
Secretary Haig's visit would seek to initiate 
formation of a regional anti-Soviet bloc and 
to persuade Jordan and Saudi Arabia not to let 
the continuation of the Camp David process de­
ter them from acc.eptance of this strategy. 
Arab media considered the visit an introductory 
contact and deferred further judgments. 

"Will Stress Need to Stand Up to Soviets" 

Washington correspondent Richard Beeston reported in today's con­
servative London Daily Telegraph that Secretary Haig would be 
visiting Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Saudi Arabia and that 
a "senior Administration official said yesterday" that in those 
countries Mr. Haig would "stress the need for the region to stand 
up to the Soviet Union and their surrogates.' ••. The reference 
to 'Soviet surrogates,' said the official, includes elements of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, 'funded and armed directly 
and indirectly by Moscow.' •.. 

USICA/PGM/RC 
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"Haig will also be discussing with the four leaders the Middle 
East peace process and effor.ts to raise a multinational peace 
force to put in place when Israel makes its final withdrawal 
from the Sinai." . 

"Will Examine State of Health of Relations With Egypt" 

Andrew McDermott, Cairo correspondent of the Financial Times, 
said that when· Secretary Haig arrives in Egypt "he will examine 
the state of health of the fastest growing American relationship 
in the Middle East. The United States has been relatively suc­
cessful in deliberately trying to keep signs of its military, 
economic and political involvement in the region as unobtrusive 
as possible .•.. In February 1974 the U.S. Embassy in Cairo was a 
slimline operation of five diplomats, (but} today it is staffed 
by435." 

McDermott said many people believe "this kind of conunitment may 
have established an unstoppable momentum of its own. It could 
become counterproductive in the Middle East as a whole, where 
Egypt and President Sadat are pariahs because of the peace treaty 
with Israel. In his 24-hour visit, Mr. Haig is not expected to 
announce any decision or to bring pressure on the Egyptian Govern­
ment ...• A key point in Mr. Haig's discussions will be the exact 
status of the 'facilities' which Egypt will be able to offer in 
the future to the Un.ited States (or its European allies} .•• " 

"First Objective to Show U.S. Not Neglecting Middle East" 

Mass-circulation France-Soir of Paris today reported from Jeru­
salem that "the Secretary of State's first objective will be to 
show Sadat and Begin that the United States is not neglecting 
the Middle East and that the United States intends to partici­
pate actively in the negotiations on Palestinian self-rule ..•• 
Mr. Haig is convinced that to · succeed he needs the support of 
the most influential country in the area, Saudi Arabia. Along 
these lines, it would first be necessary to strengthen the 
military forces of that country, which faces Marxist regimes 
in Ethiopia and South Yemen ..• " 

Israel: "Arrives in the Midst of Developments" 

A political correspondent on Israeli radio said today that 
"Secretary Haig is arriving in the area in the midst of •.• a 
power struggle at home, the crisis in Poland, pre-election in 
Israel and a freeze of the political process .••. There are no 
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great expectations from this brief visit. Everybody knows 
that Haig will reiterate Israel's key role in the area's pro­
American strategic lineup and the need to strengthen its 
economy .... But broad initiatives and significant changes are 
not on the horizon .•. " 

"Does Not Intend to Abandon Peace Process" 

Washington correspondent Ron Ben-Yishai of independent Yediot 
Aharonot of Tel Aviv said Secretary Haig would tell heads of 
Government he will visit that "the Middle East is faced with an 
unprecedented Soviet threat triggered by Moscow's thirst for oil 
and its growing military strength." He said Mr. Haig "feels 
the Soviet threat should be fought on two fronts: creating a 
deterrent Western-backed military power and stabilizing pro­
American regimes in the area .•.• washington holds that repulsing 
the Soviet threat, arming the Arabs and dealing with the Arab­
Israeli conflict are inseparable issues, which is why the Secre­
tary--although focusing on Persian Gulf security during this 
current visit--does not intend to abandon the peace process ... " 

"Believes a Secure Israel Will Be More Flexible" 

A political commentator for the paper reasoned that Haig policy 
for the Middle East rests on "the assumption that if you strength­
en the Saudi regime rnilitarily ..• you might get the Saudi leaders 
to change their minds about a potential peace settlement with 
Israel and thus enhance the prospects of · a joint anti-Communist 
strategic alignment .••. On the other hand, Mr. Haig feels that a 
secure Israel, confident of U.S. support, will be more flexible 
and prepared to make concessions on the Jerusalem and Palestinian 
issues. This, Secretary Haig reportedly believes, will be an­
other incentive for the Saudis to join the peace process." 

"Need to Discuss U.S. Parallel Relationships" 

A political correspondent for independent Haaretz of Tel Aviv 
said in a contrasting view that Israeli leaders would be eager 
"to discuss with Secretary Haig •.. the negative influence--from 
the Israeli standpoint-~of the parallel relations the Administra­
tion seeks to foster with each of the four countries. 11 He said 
that "they will seek to make Mr. Haig realize that Israel can 
hardly be expected to put up with a network of relationships 
which the Reagan Administration is cultivating with Saudi Arabia 
without demanding that Riyadh change its position on the ques­
tion of Israel." 
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Egypt: First Practical Test of U.S. Reliability 

Cairo papers today maintained that Secretary Haig's visit is 
the first practical test of U.S. ability to confirm .to its 
allies the constancy and reliability of U.S. policy. The 
press also said the trip is considered a test of Mr. Haig's 
position in the Reagan Administration, his diplomacy and 
his negotiating ability. 

Semiofficial al-Ahram today carried its editor in chief's per­
ceptions of U.S. regional· strategy on the eve of Secretary Haig's 
visit. These were 1) the United States wants to tackle the 
Arab-Israel conflict within the framework of confronting the 
greater threat of Soviet expansionism in the region, 2) a U.S. 
military presence in the area will help confront Soviet threats, 
and 3) U.S. strategy therefore calls for manifesting a capability 
to confront Soviet influence, ensuring the continued flow of 
Gulf oil, enhancing the strength of America's regional friends 
and pursuing peace between Israel and the Arabs. · 

Jordan: "We Will Tell Haig Communists Do Not Threaten Us" 

Independent ar-Rai of Amman headlined yesterday, "Tour of U.S. 
Secretary Will Not Be Affected by Assassination Attempt on 
Reagan •.. Haig Carries to Area Countries a Solution to Pales­
tine Issue That Associates It With Security of Gulf." 

Jordanian weekly Akhbar al-Osbu, as reported in a press roundup 
yesterday, front-paged a report citing Arab diplomatic sources 
as saying that Secretary Haig carried with him "a dangerous U.S. 
plan designed to impose U.S. hegemony on the ·area military and 
politically .•. " The report held that Washington has a plan to 
obliterate the Palestine issue, with concentration on the "need 
to establish a military-political alliance that includes Wash­
ington, Tel Aviv and Cairo ••• " The report asserted that such a 
plan would be rejected because "Arab countries insist that the 
Zionist danger is the only danger in the area." 

A columnist stressed that before Secretary Haig goes to any 
Arab country, he must know that "Arabs will not accept any 
maneuver ••. because we have lost confidence in what is being 
announced in Washington even if it were an official statement 
made by the White House, for we are used to ••. lies, or retrac­
tions of every position that disagrees with the interest of 
Israel." 
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An editor wrote, "If Mr. Haig comes .•. referring to the Communist 
threat, then we will tell him frankly that this danger does not 
threaten us ..• and the only danger that worries us ... is the 
Israeli danger •..• Will he understand what we want, and then go 
home .to tell all the truth?" 

Saudi Arabia: "Difficulties Posed for Haig" _ 

The Saudi Press Agency yesterday cited leading ar-Riyad's view 
of the Haig trip to the Middle East, which it reportedly said "is 
no more than an exploratory and study visit." The news agency 
added, "Ar-Riyad says at the present time it is not believed 
that Haig is. coming to reverse the picture or to speed up the 
finding of solutions aimed at preventing the explosion or re­
ducing the turmoil in the most dangerous strateg~c region in the 
world ... 

"Ar-Riyad underlines the difficulties posed for Haig from cer­
tain circles in Washington: the White House's silence toward the 
hardliners on the one hand, and the postponement of a study of 
the region and linking it with possible events on the other 
hand, such as Peres winning the coming elections or Begin re­
maining in power .•. 

"Ar-Riyad concludes ... by saying: All that Haig will be able to 
get acquainted with and to hear from the Arab side, especially, 
is known. · As a reminder it is this: Arab adherence to the 
legitimate and just rights of the Palestinian people, the ending 
of the repressive Israeli occupation, and for Washington to be 
aware more and more of the dimensions of its bias toward Tel 
Aviv." 

* * * * * * * 
REAGAN MEXICO VISIT--Mexico City media yesterday 
gave prominence to the White House statement that 
the April 27-28 meeting between President Reagan 
and Lopez Portillo was still planned. 

Leftist-nationalist Excelsior said that aside from giving both · 
leaders an opportunity "to discuss agenda issues, it would en­
courage their personal relationship and a high degree of cordial­
ty .•. " Leftist-nationalist El Sol said this demonstrated that 
"relations between the two bordering countries will remain un 
affected by the regrettable attempt on Reagan's life" and that 
the meeting would give impetus "to progress in solving our 
common problems." Papers emphasized that the President's wish 
to go ahead with the meeting in spite of his condition indicated 
"the importance ·he ascribes to relations with our country." 
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