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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May. 27

Bill:

I bugged Ken Smith's secretary
a couple of times about this
letter. She was told that,
since he is drafting a
response for Sec. Watt, a
White House response wasn't
necessary. 1 checked with
Betty Ayers and she said she
wanted to read the letter to
decide if Watt's is enough.
She will be letting you know
early in the week. If it is,
all we need to do is send
Harper a copy of the Watt
letter.

Tricia
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OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT

STAFFING MEMORANDUM

4/14/83 April 21, 1983
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:
Letter From Senator Barry Goldwater (R-Arizona) re: Indian Concerns
SUBJECT:
(w/ memo from Duberstein to Harper)

ACTION FY ACTION FYl
" HARPER 0O DRUG POLICY 0O O
PORTER TURNER O |
BARR O D. LEONARD O 0

BLEDSOE O OFFICE OF POLICY INFORMATION
BOGGS O HOPKINS 0 0
BRADLEY O PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD [ (]

+ CARLESON o OTHER

DENEND O O 0
FAIRBANKS O O O O
FERRARA a O a O
GALEBACH a O O 0
GARFINKEL (] O a O
GUNN ad a | O
B. LEONARD a O (] 1
LI 0 O O O
MONTOYA a O E] ([
ROCK a O O O
ROPER O O O O
SMITH 0 O O O
UHLMANN O O 0 O
ADMINISTRATION O a O a

REMARKS:
Draft response for ELH signature.

: Edwin L. Harper
Please return this tracking Assistant to the President
sheet with your response for Policy De\,lelopment
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INDIAN AFFAIRS

The President J36209
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Hardly an hour goes by, that somebody doesn't berate some group, the government,
corporations, labor unions, you name it, for not being sensitive to human
rights. Mr. President, I don't think I have heard this term applied to the

most grossly abused people in this field that I know of--the American Indian.
Now, I am not addressing this letter to you as just another Senator; I represent
a state that has about one-third of all the Indians living in the lower 48
states. Sixteen tribes living on 20 reservations, almost 30 percent of our
total land area. 1I'm not appealing to you in this letter from the standpoint

of human rights, I'm talking to you about moral obligations that our government
has, not just to my Indians but, to the Indians of the entire nation.

These Indians, whether they live on reservations created by treaties or by
Executive Order, live under agreements made with tribes that have all the
solemn obligations that the Constitution calls for in relations to other
countries. '

But, let's forget all of that. In over the 207 years that we have had a
government, in well over a hundred years of our relationship with our Indians,
we have never, I repeat, never, lived up to the moral obligations that we

owe these people. We owe any person moral decency; we owe them all that we
can do. In the words of Abraham Lincoln, "we have the obligation to take
care of those who cannot well take care of themselves, not take care of
themselves at all."

I'm going to quote you a few statistics gathered at a hearing I attended
just a few days ago before the Indian tribes of my state because these items
of neglect can be multiplied by every state who have Indians and the same
sad story can be told every place we go. I think we pay far more attention
to the human rights of people living in the countries of South Africa, or
Central America, or you name it, than we pay to the human rights of Indians
living within our states. But, let me go on with these shameful statistics.
Let me cite you just a few indications to prove what I am telling you is
true. The Papago Indian Tribe occupies three different reservations, but
the main one is over 5,000 square miles in extent and has about 13 thousand
people with one hospital having X number of hospital beds. A number of
years ago, this hospital burned down and believe it or not, it took ten
years to reconstruct it. These people live in a rather isolated situation;
in other words, there are very few communities on this vast reservation and
very poor communications, so if somebody is badly hurt it's a question of
communications and finding transportation to the small community of Sells.
They have the highest rate of people on dialysis of any group in the country;
but yet the Indian Health Service has threatened to halt treatment of new
end-stage renal dialysis patients.
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As for eligibility of Federal Indian Health Services and Bureau of Indian
Affairs programs, there never has been a determining point that could be

used to judge who is an Indian. Most of my tribes would like to see eligibility
for services under the BIA and IHS limited to those who are at least one-
fourth Indian blood but today, anybody can testify that they have even the
remotest amount of Indian blood and they are entitled to services and this
accounts for a large, large number of the Indian demands on the badly stretched
services. Another Indian leader at the hearing testified and I quote him,

"In all of my years as Tribal leader, I've never seen such inconsistency in
Indian policy. The Congressional committees must exert more control over

the federal agencies responsible for delivering services or there will simply
be no services left."” This comes from one of our best equipped, highly

educated Tribal leaders but it is typical of the feelings of all Tribal
leaders.

Now, a look at what is probably the oldest tribe living on the continental
United States: the Hopis, who have lived on their mesas and in their villages
for probably close to 3,000 years. They bring much of the color, much of

the culture to this part of the United States; but, look at their problens.

We talk about decentralization. 1In 1979, there were 67 positions in the
Phoenix Indian Health Service Area offices. In 1982, it had gone up to 139
positions. The Hopi tribe has one hospital at Keams Canyon; they also do

not have a high school, never have had; but, there is money in the Jobs Bill
to at least start a high school. Thrcagh the Hopi Health Professions Program
there were 59 students in 1982 and in 1983 there was one graduated with a

MSW. These people are isolated from nearby towns; there is no communication
system, although the Indian Health Service have been asking for one for

years and years. Imagine, that in this land of sophisticated communications,
there is no high frequency radios available for the vast Navajo Reservation
and the Hopi Reservation to call into the Indian Health Centers for medical
aid. Communications is done by isolated telephones and there is no way for
the person who is sending the message to know whether they need a doctor,

two doctors, nurses or what and after the Indian Health Service has received
the information, they don't have fast, rapid transportation to get to the
patient or get the patient to whatever aid they can offer. Let's take another
look. Eight hospital beds were closed at Keams Canvon due to shortage of
nurses. It's been reduced to being open only three days a week, resulting

in a decrease in the available and accessability of primary care and preventive
health services to 67 percent of the Hopis living more than 20 miles from

the hospital. Non-prescription drugs are no longer provided and patients

must purchase them at reservation trading posts prices, which are more than

2 1/2 times the price at stores located 100 miles away in Flagstaff or Winslow.
There has been the elimination of one physician position and the elimination
of training and educational opportunites of employees.

The vast Navajo Reservation, the largest that we have, and the largest population
of any Indian tribe, does not need any detailed description by me as to

their lack of health and education facilities, decent roads running north

and south, communications and on down the list. These people have the highest
unemployment rate in the United States and suffer along with the other Indians.






United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

JUL 29 o3

MEMORANDUM
To: William P. Barr
Deputy Assistant Director
for Legal Policy
The White House

Subject: Senator Goldwater's Letter of April 11, 1983

Enclosed is a copy of Secretary Watt's response to Senator Goldwater as
requested in your memo of May 2. We assume that HHS or OMB will provide

input for your response on the matters relating to the Indian Health Service

Actﬁ; ‘7/57

Ags1stant Secretary Ind1an Affairs

and foreign aid budgets.

Enclosure












