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Talking Points -- President's letter to Senators re Abortion

The President has sent letters to Senators today asking them
to close off debate and pass the anti-abortion amendment to
the debt ceiling bill now pending in the Senate.

This measure is based on the view the President himself has
expressed many times in the past, that any abortion involves
at least two people - the mother and her child.

It is important to understand what this measure does and does
not do:

a. It applies to the entire federal government the
principle that the government should not perform
abortions or provide funding for abortions in any
way, except to save the life of the mother.

b.’It will make permanent the Hyde Amendment ban on
federal funding for medicaid abortions other than
those to save the life of the mother.

c. It will apply this ban consistently to all operations
of the federal government.

d. It will give the Supreme Court a speedy opportunity
to reconsider its much-criticized abortion decision
of Roe v. Wade.

e. It does not overturn Roe v. Wade, as some earlier
bills in the Senate would have done; it gives the
Supreme Court itself the opportunity to reverse its
own decision.

The measure affirms the fundamental principle of American law
that all human life has supreme value and should be protected
under the law.

This issue has been debated at great length by the Senate and

it is time to come to a vote.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 14, 1982
,n"/‘ﬂ
FOR: JAMES A. BAKEW
FROM: MICHAEL Mﬁ}bHLMANN

SUBJECT: Senator Hatch

Following last week's report that Orrin Hatch had teed off on
certain members of the staff re abortion, I asked Steve Galebach
to summarize his activities. Since all of his recommendations
were cleared through me before going forward, his account tracks
precisely with my own knowledge of events. We made a particular
point of not appearing to undercut Hatch's proposal. If you
think Orrin needs further stroking, I'd be happy to talk to him.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 13, 1982

FOR: MICHAEL M. UHLMANN
—
FROM: STEPHEN H. GALEBACHY”

SUBJECT: Role of White House Staffers Concerning President's
Posture on Senator Hatch's Anti-Abortion Amendment

In a conversation on Wednesday with Jim Baker, Senator Hatch
apparently said that he suspects staffers in the White House of
attempting to sabotage his anti-abortion amendment in favor of
Senator Helms' measure. He apparently named me among others as
those that he suspects.

Morton Blackwell, a longtime backer of Senator Hatch and his
amendment, cleared the record on Friday by calling Senator Hatch
to explain the truth of the matter. But the record should be set
straight in-house as well.

The facts are directly contrary to what Senator Hatch’
-suspects. I have taken great care not to recommend any actions
by the President that would impede Senate consideration of the
Hatch Amendment. (However, since it is unclear when the Hatch
Amendment will come up for a vote in the Senate, I have held off
making any recommendations for concrete Presidential action on
ity

Since I joined the White House staff, my purpose has been to
make recommendations consistent with the President's opposition
to abortion in general, consistent with his announced sympathy
equally for the Helms, Hatch, and Hatfield measures (as he stated
to the National Right-to-Life Convention and the Knights of
Columbus), and consistent with avoiding a Presidential choice
among competing anti-abortion measures,

As a result, T have recommended that the President support
both Helms and Hatch. 1In fact, I drafted and recommended the
language about the President's continued support of the Hatch
Aamendment which was included in the President's letters to
Senators. I also worked closely with Jack Burgess and others to
ensure that the President's action would not be offensive to the
United States Catholic Conference and other supporters of the
Hatch Amendment. At one point, Hatch's own staffer on this
issue, Steve Markman, told me that his boss supported cloture on
the Helms measure and that such action was not inconsistent with
supporting the Hatch Amendment,



In all of this, I have strived to serve the interest of the
President, and not that of Senator Helms, Senator Hatch, or any
other of the various factions of the pro-life movement.

To the best of my knowledge, Senator Hatch's suspicions are
equally unfounded with regard to all others on the White House
staff with whom I have worked. No one on the White House staff
has at any time encouraged me to take actions or to make
recommendations adverse to Senator Hatch's amendment.

Finally, as to my personal views, I am in wholehearted
agreement with the President's approach of expressing support for
all anti-abortion measures without choosing one over the others.


















