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ADDRESS TO THE 72ND ANNUAL CONVENT I ON ,
0 

W 
NAACP - DENVER, COLORADO (),,,,,.. \~;;/ir 

JUNE 29) 1981 1 :~1 i ' - v 

I AM VERY HAPPY TO BE TALKING TO THE 
NAACP Is 72ND ANNUAL CONVENT I ON I \THERE_ .. 

··-- ------- ··-····-- --· ·· ·- -·-

ARE MANY THINGS WE NEED TO DISCUSS AND I 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVITATION TO DO SO. 

- -----·--·-· ----- --- - ---

LET US TALK TODAY ABOUT THE NEEDS OF 
THE FUTURE) NOT THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF 
THE PAST; ABOUT NEW IDEAS) NOT OLD ONES; 

'""--- - --- - - . 

ABOUT WHAT MUST BECOME A CONTINUING 
DIALOGUE) NOT A DIALOGUE THAT FLOWS ONLY 
AT INTERMITTENT CONVENTIONS WE BOTH 
ATTEND. 

,.r-....._ - --

----· PART OF THAT CONTINUH~G DIALOGUE 
TOOK PLACE LAST TUESDAY WHEN I MET WITH 
BEN HOOKS AND MARGARET BUSH WILSON IN THE 
ov AL OFF 1 cE. \ ou ~-- Q 1scus_s1 ON wAs CAND 1 D 
AND USEFUL. (THE WIDE RAr~GE OF OUR 

---·-··-

CONVERSATION SHOWED THAT THERE IS A GREAT 
DEAL TO BE GAINED WHEN WE TAKE THE TIME 
TO SHARE OUR VIEWS. 

--------=--·- - . ---- - - ---------
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WHILE OUR COMMUNICATION SHOULD 
ALWAYS DEAL WITH CURRENT ISSUES OF 
IMPORTANCE) IT MUST NEVER STRAY FAR FROM 
OUR NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO BATTLE DISCRIM­
INATION AND INCREASE OUR KNOWLEDGE OF 
EACH OTHER. 

A FEW ISOLATED GROUPS IN THE BACKWATER 
OF AMERICAN LIFE STILL HOLD PERVERTED 
NOTIONS OF WHAT AMERICA IS ABOUT. 

· ·- - .. - -- ·-·· -· . 

RECENTLY J IN SOME PLACES IN THE NATION) 
THERE HAS BEEN A DISTURBING REOCCURRENCE 
OF BIGOTRY AND VIOLENCE . 

.----- --·- -· · ----·--·-- ·· - -·-- --- -··-· -· --· - -

IF I MAY1 FROM THE PLATFORM OF THIS 
ORGANIZATION KNOWN FOR ITS TOLERANCE) I 
WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS A FEW REMARKS TO 
THOSE GROUPS WHO STILL ADHERE TO SENSELESS 
RACISM AND RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE. 

TO THOSE INrrIVIDUA(S WHO PERSIST IN 
SUCH HATEFUL BEHAVIOR) LET ME SAY DIRECTLY --

I 

I 
I 

I 
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1 ~U ARE THE ONES WHO ARE OUT OF STEP WITH 

. L. ~.1 -..: ~-·'\. 

OUR SOCIETY; YcOU ARE THE ONES HHO WILLFULLY 
VIOLATE THE MEANING OF THE DREAM THAT IS 

. -

--· M~ERI ~.0 ~'. AND TH IS COUNTRY J BECAUSE OF 
WHAT IT STANDS FOR) WILL NOT STAND FOR 

.l-" .J•' ( f...j ~-.-.... /I 

){OUR CONDUCT. -----------· - - - - ··- ··- -- ---·· . - -- ... ------ - -
- ---- ·- ----- --

MY ADMINISTRATION WILL VIGOROUSLY 
INVESTIGATE AND PROSECUTE THOSE WHO BY 
VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION WOULD ATTEMPT TO 
DENY AMERICANS THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS. 

ANOTHER KIND OF TERROR HAS RECENTLY 
PLAGUED THE CITY OF ATLANTA. )-NOT LONG- -- ····-. 

·-·- ·- -·--... 

AGO IN A SPEECH BEFORE THE CONGRESS I 
READ THE NOW-FAMOUS PAJAMA LETTER FROM 
SECOND-GRADER PETER SWEENEY -- IF ONLY 
ALL MY LETTERS FROM CHILDREN COULD BE AS 
LIGHTHEARTED AS PETER'S, 
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OTHER LETTERS ARE MORE POIGNANT ~ WHEN 
I 

LITTLE GIRLS IN ATLANTA WRITE ASKING THAT 
I MAKE THINGS RIGHT SO THEY WON'T BE 
SCARED ANYMORE) EVEN A PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES CAN FEEL ALMOST POWERLESS. 
~---- ·-·--------·-· ·--- ··- -····- ·--· -·--··----· . 

WE COMMITTED THE RESOURCES OF THE 
FBI AND A NUMBER OF FEDERAL AGENCIES TO 
HELP MAYOR JACKSON I ( I APPOINTED v I CE --- -

--

PRES I DENT BUSH TO HEAD THIS FEDERAL TASK 
FORCE) AND ITS WORK WILL CONTINUE UNTIL 
THIS TRAGIC EPISODE_JS OVER. ,. NOT COUNTING 

·-- - .. ·-·---··-· 

MANPOWER AND EQUIPMENT) WE HAVE PROVIDED 
OVER $4 MILLION. 

I KNOW ALL OF US WISH WE COULD TELL 
THE CHILDREN OF ATLANTA THEY NEED NO 
LONGER FEAR. ,-- UNTIL WE CAN SAY THAT) 
HOWEVER) WE WILL NOT BE SATISFIED UNTIL 
THOSE CHILDREN CAN ONCE AGAIN PLAY SAFELY 
IN THEIR SCHOOLYARDS AND PARKS. 

' ! 
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OUR DIALOGUE MUST ALSO INCLUDE 
DISCUSSIONS ON HOW WE CAN BEST PROTECT 
THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF ALL OUR 
CITIZENS. 

MY ADMINISTRATION WILL ROOT OUT ANY 
CASE OF GOVERNMENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
MINORITIES AND UPHOLD AND ENFORCE THE 
LAWS THAT PROTECT THEM. ( I EMPHASIZE THAT 
WE WILL NOT RETREAT ON THE NATION'S 
COMMITMENT TO EQUAL TREATMENT OF ALL 
CITIZENS.\:~ ... THATJ IN MY VIEVL IS THE 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

'< ___ _:_ .. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IS NOW CAREFULLY 
STUDYING THE DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING 
PLANS BEING SUBMITTED UNDER THE CURRENT 
VOTING RIGHTS ACT. )AS SOON- AS -WE--HAV( 

- -- ··-·· . -
ALL THE INFORMATION) THERE WILL BE A 
DECISION REGARDING EXTENSION OF THE ACT. 

----- --- -- ------ -

- -------- - - ~ :k 
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BUT UNTIL A DECISION IS ANNOUNCED, YOU 
SHOULD KNOW THIS: 

-- ·---- - - . --- -- - . - -- . -- -- ··-- - - ···-··---·- --

----·-1- REGA RD VOTING AS THE MOST SACRED 
RIGHT OF FREE MEN AND HOMEN I ( HE HAVE- NOT 
SACRIFICED & FOUGHT & TOILED TO PROTECT 
THAT RIGHT SO THAT NOW WE CAN SIT BACK & 

PERMIT A BARRIER TO COME BETWEEN A SECRET 
BALLOT AND ANY CITIZEN WHO MAKES A CHOICE 

----- -----·-- -- . --·-

TO CAST IT(--------NOTHING WILL CHANGE THAT AS 
.-: ·--- ·---· 

LONG AS I AM IN A POSITION TO UPHOLD THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. _________ _ 
- -- IN •••tHE ···MONTHS···-AHEAD ~---OUR-·D--IAU;G·UE 

ALSO WILL INCLUDE TOUGH & REALISTIC 
QUESTJONS ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL 

--····-·--·---

GOVERNMENT IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY. (- I AM 
.. - --- ---- --- ----··· . ---------- -

-NOT-SAT IS~I ED WITH ITS RESULTS AND I 
DON'T THINK YOU ARE EITHER, \~ AND THE 

. -· - ··- --- -- - -· 

FAILURES OF THE PAST HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY 
HARD ON THE MINORITY POOR BECAUSE THEIR 
HOPES HAVE FAILED AS SURELY AS THE FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS THAT BUILT THOSE HOPES. 
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BUT I MUST NOT BE THE ONLY ONE WHO 
HAS QUESTIONS ABOUT GOVERNMENT POLICIES. 

--· · ··-·-· .. . 

CAN THE BLACK TEENAGER WHO FACES A 
STAGGERING UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FEEL GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES ARE A SUCCESS? 

- -· R_, ••• ·--R···· 

CAN THE BLACK WAGE EARNER WHO SEES 
MORE & MORE OF HIS TAKE-HOME PAY SHRINKING 
BECAUSE OF GOVERNMENT TAXES FEEL SATISFIED? 

CAN BLACK PARENTS SAYJ DESPITE A 
MASSIVE INFLUX OF FEDERAL AIDJ THAT 
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS IN -OUR SCHOOLS HAVE 
IMPROVED APPRECIABLY? 

CAN THt WOMAN I-SAW ON TELEVISION 
RECENTLY -- WHOSE FAMILY HAD BEEN OM 
WELFARE FOR THREE GENERATIONS AND WHO 
FEARED HER CHILDREN MIGHT BE THE FOURTH -­
CAN SHE BELIEVE THAT CURRENT GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES WILL SAVE HER KIDS FROM SUCH A 
FATE? 
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WE ASK THESE TOUGH QUESTIONS, BECAUSE 
WE SHARE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY. \·w[-ASK--THESE--

r QUtsf°IONS ___ BtCAUSE-THE BLACKS OF AMER I CA 
SHOULD NOT BE PATRONIZED AS JUST ONE MORE 
VDT I NG BLOC TO BE ~~ODED AND HON I YYOU-AR[·---

r - - -·-- -- - -- -· ·-- ···· ··----- -- - - . --- -- -·- - - - - -

INDIVIDUALS AS WE ALL ARE; SOME HAVE 
SPECIAL NEEDS. \-IDa°---NOT THINK -THEFEDERAL . 

.__ 

GOVERNMENT HAS MET THOSE NEEDS. ____ ., ·-- ·-· -- ··---- - - -

·----r HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE SPECIFIC 
NEEDS OF MANY PEOPLE -- BLACKS, FARMERS, 
REFUGEES, UNION MEMBERS, WOMEN, SMALL 
BUSINESSMEN, & OTHER GROUPS f - THEY ARE 

-~------------- - ·-·· -- -- ... . --- -·· --· - . 

COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS. ~ lff--REACTrY-THEY-ARE ALL-MEMBERS 
I 

OF THE INTEREST GROUP I SPOKE OF THE DAY 
···-· 

I TOOK THE OATH OF OFF I CE I \ THEY ARE THE -. 
' PEOPLE-OF-AMER.iCA~---r AM PLEASED TO SERVE 

THAT SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP. 

'------ ·--- -- ---
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THE PEOPLE OF THE INNER CITIES WILL 
BE REPRESENTED BY THIS ADMINISTRATION 
EVERY BIT AS MUCH AS THE CITIZENS OF 
FLAGSTAFFJ ARIZONA; ITHACAJ NEW YORK; OR 
DIXONJ ILLINOISJ WHERE I GREW UP. 

- ------------ --- -
~ - ··- ------ . - ·-· - ------ -- -

ANYONE WHO BECOMES PRESIDENT REALIZES 
HE MUST REPRESENT ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE 
LANDJ NOT JUST THOSE OF A HOME STATE OR A 
PARTICULAR PARII.\-NOR-CAN HE BE JUST - · _______ ... ------

PRES I DENT OF THOSE WHO VOTED FOR HIM. 
,,,.- -- -

BUT IT DOESN'T MATTER WHAT GROUP WE 
BELONG TOJ WHAT AREA WE LIVE INJ HOW MUCH 

- ··-··· ·- - ·· - -· -- . - ------- ---

0 R HOW LITTLE WE EARN. ITHE ECONOMY 
------ --- -·- ···----- - · --- -·- ----- ·----

-AFFECTS EVERY SINGLE ONE OF US REGARDLESS 
OF OUR OTHER INTERESTS AND AFFILIATIONS. 

--WE-HAVE PROCEEDED FULL THROTTLE ON OUR 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM BECAUSE A 
STRONGJ GROWING ECONOMYJ HITHOUT INFLATIONJ 
IS THE SURESTJ MOST EQUITABLE WAY TO EASE 
THE PRESSURES ON ALL THE SEGMENTS OF OUR 
SOCIETY I . 
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THE WELL-BEING OF BLACKS -- LIKE THE 
WELL-BEING OF EVERY OTHER AMERICAN -- IS 
LINKED DIRECTLY TO THE HEALTH OF THE 
ECONOMY s-F(5R-EXAMP.LEJ ---iNiJu_s_rRI [-s--i_N _____ - --·-

--.. ______ ·-
WHICH BLACKS HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT GAINS 
IN EMPLOYMENT) LIKE AUTOS AND STEEL) HAVE 

----··--- --------- - --- ------

BEEN PARTICULARLY HARD HIT. (
1
-[AST HIRED) -- -- ·- ·----·-- .. -·- -- -- - -------- - -

FIRST FIRED IS A FAMILIAR REFRAIN TO MANY 
BLACK vJORKERs. I ANn- rDb--N·oT- NE"ETI--to-TELi_,_ 

' 

·- rnrs-- GROUP WHAT INFLATION HAS DONE TO 
- --- -----

THOSE WHO CAN LEAST AFFORD IT I I --A-DECLINING 
' ---· . ---- -- ·---- ----- -- -----· ·· -·- -- - . 

. ECONOMY IS A POISONOUS GAS THAT CLAIMS 
ITS FIRST VICTIMS IN POOR NEIGHBORHOODS) 
BEFORE FLOATING OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY~ 
AT-LARGE. ---- ---- ·- ---- ·-· - --- . ----- ---- ---- --------·· - . - -- . -- -

THEREFORE) IN OUR NATIONAL DEBATE 
OVER BUDGET & TAX PROPOSALS) WE SHALL NOT 

~ CONCEDE THE MORAL HIGH GROUND TO THE 
I 

j PROPONENTS OF THOSE POLICIES THAT ARE 
1 RESPONSIBLE IN THE FIRST PLACE FOR OUR 

ECON OM I c MESS J(AME-SS- WH-i"C_H-HAS--I-N-J u RE.D - ----
· --- -------~ 

ALL AMERICANS. -------- -- -· - --- -· -
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WE WILL NOT CONCEDE THE MORAL HIGH 
GROUND TO THOSE WHO SHOW MORE CONCERN FOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAMS THAN THEY DO FOR WHAT 
REALLY DETERMINES THE INCOME AND FINANCIAL 
HEALTH OF BLACKS -- THE NATION'S ECONOMY. 

-·--
- ·-rKNO\~ YOU 'VE BEEN TOLD THAT MY PROPOSAL 

FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS DESIGNED TO 
DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ALL WHO ARE ECONOMICALLY 

---·---------- ·"·-·· -··-----·· ·---·· ----·---·-- -

DEPRIVED. ) THOSE WHO SAY THAT COULD SIMPLY 
""-- - ·- - - ·-- --... ' 

BE CONFUSED BY THE MISSTATEMENTS THAT HAVE 
BEEN MADE BY SOME WHO ARE EITHER IGNORANT 
OF THE FACTS OR THOSE WHO ARE PRACTICING, 
FOR POLITICAL REASONS, PURE DEMAGOGUERY. 
--- ----·- ----·- ·------- - - - --- - · -- -- ·-- ·•P • •••o• • • o• • 

REBUILDING AMERICA'S ECONOMY IS AN 
ABSOLUTE MORAL IMPERATIVE IF WE ARE TO 
AVOID SPLITTING THIS SOCIETY IN TWO WITH --------- - - --- ·- -
cLAss AGAINST cLAss. '\I- no-·NoT iN-TEND To 

~TAf-iERi-cA--D-RI FT F-u RTHER TOVJARD EcoNoM I c 
SEGREGATION. 

- ------ --- ·-·· --\ _ ___ _ 
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WE MUST CHANGE THE ECONOMIC DIRECTION OF 
-THIS COUNTRY TO BRING MORE BLACKS INTO 

THE MAINSTREAM AND WE MUST DO IT NOW. 
------------ -- --...-- --------- -----... --- . ··----- ---·-- ------- --

IN 1938, BEFORE WE HAD THE EQUALITY 
WE KNOW TODAY, LANGSTON HUGHES WROTE WITH 
ANGUISH IN HIS POEM, "LET AMERICA BE 
AMER I CA AGAIN ,_11 !~-,;-aH ·~-Y-ES~-i--sAY -1 T -

------- --- _,. -· 

PLAIN/ AMERICA NEVER WAS AMERICA TO 
ME/AND YET I SWEAR THIS OATH--/AMERICA 
w I LL BE~ II ----- ----------· --- -··- . -- ---- ------- -----

AMERICA WILL BE. THAT IS THE PHILOSOPHY 
THE PEOPLE PROCLAIMED IN LAST NOVEMBER'S 
ELECTIONS. 

------------- --------- ------· ··--- -

--- --- AMERICA WILL BE. AND THIS TIME, SHE 
vn LL BE FOR EVERYONE. ,~TO-GET-HER-~---~~E-CAN -

---- - ----- -- -- -- ----- - / 

RECREATE FOR EVERY CITIZEN THE SAME 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES THAT WE SAW LIFT 
UP A LAND OF IMMIGRANT PEOPLE J--=-THE--Ki°ND ________ _ 

.---- ----- -------- ----- --· -------- ----- - --

OF OPPORTUNITIES THAT HAVE SWEPT THE 
HUNGRY AND THE PERSECUTED INTO THE MAINSTREAM 
OF OUR LIFE SINCE THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT 
BEGAN. - - - - ----- ---

J 

'.j 
I 
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TO A NUMBER OF BLACK PEOPLE) THE 
U.S. ECONOMY HAS BEEN SOMETHING OF AN 
UNDERGROUND RAI LROAD; (TT-HA-SSPiRITED° ____ _ 

' - --· ····· ·· -- -- ... - ·- · -

THEM AWAY FROM POVERTY TO MIDDLE-CLASS 
PRosPERITY AND BEYOND. ~ J3ffT- roo--fv1AffY 

-- -- - --
, __ BLACKSSTI···LL REMA-IN-BEHIND. I A-- GLAf~CEAT 

-- -----·-· ·- - --
THE STATISTICS WILL SHOW THAT A LARGE 
PROPORTION OF THE BLACK PEOPLE HAVE NOT 
FouND EcoNoM 1 c FREEDOM. ) NA-tTomnbEJ-·Fa_R _ _ _ 

·------- - - - --· -- ------------
EXAMPLE} 43 PERCENT OF BLACK FAMILIES IN 
1979 HAD MONEY INCOMES UNDER $10)000. 

- - HARRIET-TUBMAN) vJHO-· ~~AS KNOWN AS-THE 
"CONDUCTOR" OF THAT EARLIER UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD) SAID ON HER FIRST ESCAPE FROM 
SLAVERY} "WHEN I FOUND I HAD CROSSED THAT · 
LINE} I LOOKED AT MY HANDS TO SEE IF I 
HAS THE SAME PERSON I ( THERE--WAS--SUCH -·A----· 

' 

GLORY OVER EVERYTHING." 

--- - -- -----------
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EVEN AFTER A CENTURY THE BEAUTY OF 
. ,,.,.----- ----·----- - ·-----

HER WORDS IS POWERFUL. ~ WE CAN ONLY 
- ------- -- - - - - - -- - · - -- - . 

IMAGINE THE SOARING OF HER SOUL, WHAT A 
FEELING THAT MUST HAVE BEEN WHEN SHE 
CROSSED INTO FREEDOM AND THE PHYSICAL AND 
MENTAL SHACKLES FELL FROM HER PERSON. - --·- --··--·------ ---···- - ··- . ·- - -----· ------·------ --------

HARRIET TUBMAN'S GLORY WAS THE GLORY 
OF THE AMER I CAN EXPERIENCE I /ITi~AS-A 

"G LORYWHICH HAD NO COLO·R- OR RELIGIOUS 
------- - - - ----------

PREFERENCE OR NATIONALITY. ~1 T WAS SIMPLY, 
- · -· ··- -- ·--· ----- ·· - ~--- -· - --- - ·····-·· - ---- · .... 

ELOQUENTLY, THE UNIVERSAL THIRST THAT ALL 
PEOPLE HAVE FOR FREEDOM. --- -- --· 

- ---- ~ --- ----- ---- - --- --------
-------·-TH-ERE ARE POOR PEOPLE IN TH IS COUNTRY · 

WHO WOULD EXPERIENCE JUST SUCH AN ELATION 
IF THEY FOUND THE ECONOMIC FREEDOM OF A 
SOLID JOB; A PRODUCTIVE JOB -- NOT ONE 
CONCOCTED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND DEPENDENT 
ON THE HINDS IN \"/ASHINGTON ]-BUf-/f .REA[ _ __ _ 

------·--- · - --···- ···· -----·····-·- - .... ' 

JOB WHERE THEY COULD PUT IN A GOOD DAY'S 
WORK, COMPLAIN ABOUT THE BOSS, 

---- -·- ·····--- - . - . 
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AND THEN GO HOME WITH CONFIDENCE AND 
SELF-RESPECT I (- ¥/HY-HAS THIS NATIOW-EEEN .-

1 
J. - -·· · --- - - -- - - - --·- -

. UNABLE TO FILL SUCH A BASIC) ADMIRABLE 
NEED? ..... ____________ . _ __ _ . _ 

THE GOVERNMENT CAN PROVIDE SUBSISTENCE . 
BUT IT SELDOM MOVES PEOPLE UP THE ECONOMIC 
LADDER. \ANn:-ASi- Hi\vf-sA1D 1fEFoRC-io_u _ ____ _ _ 

-· ------- --· ·-
HAVE TO GET ON THE LADDER BEFORE YOU CAN 
MOVE UP IT. \ __ I_B-ELIEVE M-Ar~YlN-WASHIN-GTON 

,- - . ---- ·------- . ·-

OVER THE YEARS HAVE BEEN MORE DEDICATED 
TO MAKING NEEDY PEOPLE GOVERNMENT-DEPENDENT) 
RATHER THAN INDEPENDENT. 

---- ------------- ------ ··-------------· 
THEY HAVE CREATED A NEW KIND OF 

BONDAGE BECAUSE REGARDLESS OF HOW HONEST 
THEIR INTENTION IN THE BEGINNING) THOSE 
THEY SET OUT TO HELP BECAME CLIENTS 
ESSENTIAL TO THE WELL-BEING OF THOSE WHO 
ADMINISTERED THE PROGRAMS. ~ AN--HONEST ___ _ --------------- -----·--- ---- -· -··- . 

PROGRAM WOULD BE DEDICATED TO MAKING 
PEOPLE INDEPENDENT--NO LONGER IN NEED OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. 
1----- ----------------------- - ------- -
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BUT THEN WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO THOSE WHO 
MADE A CAREER OF HELPING? 

.--------------··----- .. ·-· 

AMERICANS HAVE BEEN VERY GENEROUS 
WITH GOOD INTENTIONS AND BILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS TOWARD THOSE WHOM THEY BELIEVED 
V~ERE LI v I NG IN HARDSH Ip I r -YET-·I N-·-·s-ptfE-or · -----

- - --···--·- - -·· ·- --- - ---- - - - - ---·· -·· 

THE MONEY AND THE HOPES, THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS NEVER LIVED UP TO THE DREAMS OF POOR 
PEOPLE, { .JUST--AS ___ tH(-EMANC I PAT I ON PROCLAMATION 

-- .... -.. 

FREED BLACK PEOPLE 118 YRS. AGOJ TODAY WE 
NEED TO DECLARE AN ECONOMIC EMANCIPATION. 

I GENUINELY & DEEPLY BELIEVE THE 
ECONOMIC PACKAGE WE HAVE PUT FORTH WILL 
MOVE US TOWARD BLACK ECONOMIC FREEDOM 
BECAUSE IT IS AIMED AT LIFTING AN ENTIRE 

. -- --COUNTRY AND NOT JUST PARTS OF IT. ( THERE 
- ISATRUTRluTHE- woRbs_s.PoKEN._BY JOHN F. 

KENNEDY THAT A RISING TIDE LIFTS ALL 
BOATS I ( -Y-ES~ I KNOW IT HAS BEEN SAID: 

) 
...------·--

----
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WHAT ABOUT THE FELLOW WITHOUT A BOAT WHO 
CAN IT SWIM? ~ff LL I- B-E-LI-EVEJ O-HN-KENNEDY Is 

----- ----·-·· - - - -

FIGURE OF SPEECH WAS REFERRING TO THE 
BENEFITS WHICH ACCRUE TO ALL WHEN THE 
ECONOMY IS FLOURISHING. _______ _ ---- ----------- -- ---- - ----- - - ·-- -

MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN, NOT 
ALL OF IT FLATTERING, ABOUT THE BUDGET 
SAVINGS I HAVE PROPOSED, AND WHICH WERE 
ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE LAST FRIDAY. 
/----I--CAN-Ass u R-Evo_Li __ THAT--TH E-B u DG-ET _____________ -

SAVINGS WE HAVE ADVOCATED ARE MUCH MORE 
EQUITABLE THAN THE TREMENDOUS CUTS IN 
SOCIAL PROGRAMS MADE BY INFLATION AND A 
DECLINING ECONOMY -- WHICH CAN'T FIND 
JOBS FOR ALMOST 8 MILLION MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED. ffRisE cuTs --AR_E _ _________ -
-- ---------- --·----------

EXACTED WITHOUT REGARD TO NEED OR AGE. 
LET ME GIVE SOME EXAMPLES: 

- -- --· --· - --· .. 
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IN THE PROSPERITY OF THE 1960 1 s -­
AN ERA OF ONLY A FEW FEDERAL PROGRAMS 
COSTING VERY LITTLE -- THE NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE LIVING IN POVERTY WAS REDUCEil BY 
NEARLY 50 PERCENT I ( -DURfNG THESTAGF.LATI-()~f-- -
----- -·--·------- --- -·-- ·- -· -

OF THE 1970's -- WITH MANY FEDERAL PROGRAMS 
WITH HUGE BUDGETS -- THE NUMBER LIVING IN 
POVERTY WAS REDUCED BY ONLY 6 PERCENT. 
- ___ ..--.------------ -- --- - ------ . --~----- . ·-----

-- IN THE 1960's BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT 
FELL FROM 10.7 PERCENT TO 6.4 PERCENT) 

-- --- -------· ·· - -·. - - . - ·· ·--- ·-·· ·-

BUT IN THE 1970's IT INCREASED FROM 6.4 
PERCENT To 11. 3 PERCENT. ) ·wHAT __ i __ s ___ r1oRE~ -

. ..___ ___ . -----· ·-- . --

RELATIVE TO THE WHITE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE) 
BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT FELL MORE IN THE 
1960's AND ROSE MORE IN THE 1970's . 

. -- -

-- THE DECLINING ECONOMY HAS CUT 
- -- - -- -- - -- ----- -

BLACK FAM I LY INCOME .\""-FROM-- 1959 TO 1969 
·-- --- . -- -- . . 

THE MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME OF BLACKS) AFTER 
ADJUSTING FOR INFLATION) ROSE AT 5 PERCENT 
PER YEAR) ~ BUT- FR-OM-i969-To--i9i9~- -I NC.OM(- ~- ·--· 
------------
ACTUALLY DROPPED. j 

-- ------- - - ----· -- - - - --
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THESE ARE HARD ECONOMIC FACTS WHICH 
ARE HARD TO TAKE BECAUSE THEY SHOW MASSIVE 
AMOUNTS OF GOVERNMENT AID AND INTERVENTION 
HAVE FAILED TO PRODUCE THE DESIRED RESULTS. 
----- - - -------------···-·· -- · ------- ··-· 

A STRONG ECONOMY RETURNS THE GREATEST 
GOOD TO THE BLACK POPULATION; ( Ir·-RETffRffs __ . ----- --· --- --- -------- - - ------- . . . - . . . 

A BENEFIT GREATER THAN THAT PROVIDED BY 
SPECIFIC FEDERAL PROGRAMS I ( BY-SfbWTNG-~ -----

.. __________ ____ ______ ---- -- ··- - - -- - - --- --··· -· -·· ! 

THE GROWTH OF GOVERNMENT AND BY LIMITING 
· I THE TAX BURDEN AND THUS STIMULATING 

INVESTMENTJ WE WILL ALSO BE REDUCING 
··-··--·---- ----- -------

1 NFLAT I Of~ & UNEMPLOYMENT. ( WE HILL BE 
. - ----- ------- ----···--·----- ---· ---··· - - , 

CREATING JOBS -- NEARLY 3 MILLION ADDITIONAL 
NEW JOBS BY 1986 I r~JE - ·w i _L_L __ .BE --A·I·D I NG.. . . 

.. - ----- -- -- --·- .. 

MINORITY BUSINESSES, WHICH HAVE BEEN 
PARTICULARLY HARD HIT BY THE SCARCITY OF 
CAPITAL AND THE PROHIBITIVE INTEREST 
RATES I ( -THESE CONCERNS ARE WHAT THE 
- - -··-' 
BIPARTISAN TAX CUT PROPOSAL CURRENTLY 
BEFORE THE CONGRESS IS ALL ABOUT. 

. - -- - -------- -- -- ----- - ------ --··· 
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IN HIS SPEECH BEFORE THE REPUBLICAN 
NATIONAL CONVENTION LAST SUMMER, BENJAMIN 
HOOKS SAID TO THE ASSEMBLED DELEGATES, . 
"WE MUST DECIDE AS A NATION IF WE ARE TO 
BECOME PRISONERS OF OUR PAST OR POSSESSORS 
OF AN ENLIGHTENED AND PROGRESSIVE FUTURE." 

-- ·- - ·- -- -- ·----·---·-------- -

THOSE ARE THE VERY WORDS I WANT TO SAY TO 
YOU TODAY . 

...__ . -

WE CANNOT BE TIED TO THE OLD WAYS OF 
SOLVING OUR ECONOMIC A~D RACIAL PROBLEMS . 

. ·-· ··- ------ -- .. ----- ··- ----- - -- --
BUT IT IS TIME WE LOOKED TO NEW 

ANSWERS AND NEW WAYS OF THINKING THAT 
WILL ACCOMPLISH THE VERY ENDS THE NEW 
DEAL AND THE GREAT SOCIETY ANTICIPATED. 

·- .. -- ------- ··--·-­. - --- -- ---- _,__,,_ ----- -- -- ---·-------- -
WE ARE NOT REPEALING THE GAINS OF BLACK 
PEOPLE. ( Wf-AR(-soCIDfFY.I NG--THOSE · GA 1 NS --- -- -- · , 

\ 

AND MAKING THEM SAFE FOR OUR CHILDREN AND 
GRANDCHILDREN. 
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IT IS TIME WE FOUND WAYS TO MAKE THE 
AMERICAN ECONOMIC PIE BIGGER INSTEAD OF 
JUST CUTTING A SMALLER PIE INTO MORE BUT 
SMALLER sLI cEs .r--1-r~s-TIMEWE w_E_L.COME-

I 
. ---- -- ·· -·--- - ·· " 

MORE AMERICANS INTO THE CIRCLE OF PROSPERITY, 
TO LET THEM SHARE IN THE WONDERS OF OUR 
SOCIETY. ( -A-NDr-I's TIME To BREAKTHE . 

/ -- - --- -- -· .... 

CYCLE OF DEPENDENCY THAT HAS BECOME THE 
LEGACY OF SO MANY FEDERAL PROGRAMS THAT 
NO LONGER WORK -- INDEEDJ SOME OF WHICH 
HAVE NEVER WORKED. 

·c -·- -. -- - -- . . .. ·---·--·- -- -··-· -· ·-·- -·--------- ---·- --·--··· -- -·-

LET ME GIVE YOU AN IDEA HOW BOUNTIFUL 
THIS FAMOUS ECONOMIC PIE COULD HAVE BEEN 
BY Now. \·- IFPRon"uffTVIT'f-·HAD -NoT--sTOPPED ____ _ 

' - -- ---- ---·· 

GROWING AND STARTED DOWNHILL AFTER 1965, 
THE GNP TODAY WOULD BE $850 BILLION 
BIGGER 1-=-ENOUGH TOB-ALAffCE- fHE_B.UDG_E_T: --- --- ---
,---- --~- .... -

CUT PERSONAL & SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES IN 
HALF, AND STILL PROVIDE EVERY AMERICAN 
WITH AN EXTRA $2,500 IN SPENDING MONEY . 
l _ _ _ 

·- -------------- -- -----
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AND THIS ALL WOULD HAVE HAPPENED WITH THE 
COMPLIMENTS OF IllE PRIVATE SECTOR . 

. -·· -·-·-- ·------ -- --- --- -·-··- - .. ··-. ··- -------

- YOU WISELY LEARNED TO HARNESS THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE HARD PULL 
TOWARD EQUALITY I f -AND-THAT _W-AS ___ RI-GHT 

· -- Bl:iAUSEG-~ARANTEEI NG EQUALITY OF TREATMENT 
AS I SAID IS GOVERNMENT'S PROPER FUNCTION. 

·-·- -·----- --- - --------------··. 

BUT AS THE LAST DECADE OF STATISTICS I 
JUST READ INDICATED) GOVERNMENT IS NO 
LONGER THE STRONG DRAFT HORSE OF MINORITY 
PROGRESS BECAUSE IT HAS ATTEMPTED TO DO 
THINGS IT IS NOT EQUIPPED TO DO. 1-i -ASK 

--.... . - ----- --. 
YOU-1F1 T-l S- NOT TIME TO rffTCH-UP A FRESH 
HORSE TO FINISH THE TASK. 
'~--- FRE{ ENTE-RP-RISE- IS ___ A POVJERFUL WORKHORSE 
THAT) WHEN HARNESSED) CAN SOLVE MANY 
PROBLEMS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY -- THAT 
GOVERNMENT ALONE CAN NO LONGER SOLVE. 
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THE BLACK LEADERSHIP OF THIS NATION HAS 
ALWAYS SHOWN TREMENDOUS COURAGE, BOTH 
PHYSICAL & INTELLECTUAL, AND GREAT CREATIVITY 
AS IT SOUGHT TO BRING EQUALITY TO ITS PEOPLE . 

. -~·-·---·-------- .. 
. ---- ---- -- - -· 

YOU IN THIS AUDIENCE ARE THE INHERITORS 
OF THAT PROUD BLACK HERITAGE. r YOU ARE 
TH(-BLACK -LEADERS --0( TODAY; AND I BELIEVE 
YOU POSSESS THE VERY SAME COURAGE & 
CREATIVITY. \-C-ASK YOU TO USE THAT COURAGE 
& CREATIVITY TO EXAMINE THE CHALLENGES 
FACING NOT JUST BLACKS -- BUT ALL OF 
AMER IJA I ( I ASK YOU TO QUEST I ON THE 
STATUS QUO AS YOUR PREDECESSORS DID AND 
LOOK FOR NEW & IMAGINATIVE WAYS TO OVERCOME 
MINORITY PROBLEMS I (, I Aff TALKING ABOUT 

- - -·-··- -- ··- .. -- .. ---···---------' 

THE KIND OF COURAGE AND QUESTIONING YOUR 
CHAIRMAN, MARGARET BUSH WILSON, SHOWED IN 
TAKING THE HEAT FOR THE NAACP's CONTROVERSIAL 
1978 ENERGY STATEMENT -- A STATEMENT 
WHICH SHOOK THE ELITISTS OF OUR COUNTRY 
INTO THE REAL WORLD . 
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WHAT I AM ASKING YOU TO CONSIDER 
REQUIRES NOT SO MUCH A LEAP OF FAITH) BUT A 
REALIZATION THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
ALONE IS JUST NOT CAPABLE OF DOING THE JOB 
WE ALL WANT DONE FOR YOU OR FOR ANY · 
~ERi C~N~·--- ________ _ 

IN THE MONTHS AHEAD) AS THE ADMINISTRATION 
IS FREE TO TURN ATTENTION FROM THE ECONOMIC 
PROGRAM TO OTHER NEEDS OF AMERICA) WE WILL 
BE ADVANCING PROPOSALS ON A NUMBER OF 
ISSUES OF CONCERN TO THIS CONVENTION. 

- -· . ----- .. -- \,. - ·- . ·-· ·- - - ·- ·--- ··- - .. -- ···-- . --------
THE INNER CITIES) FOR EXAMPLE) SHOULD 

BE COMMUNITIES -- NEIGHBORHOODS -- NOT 
WAREHOUSES OF DESPAIR WHERE CHILDREN ARE 
BUSED OUT AND INEFFECTUAL FEDERAL FUNDS ARE 

.. -··-

BUS ED IN. ) I BELIEVE THAT WITH THE AID OF 
COMMON SENSE GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
AND THE USE OF FREE ENTERPRISE ZONES) 
WITH LESS RELIANCE ON BUSING AND MORE 
RELIANCE ON BETTER) BASIC EDUCATION) AND 



'• , 

-25-

WITH AN EMPHASIS ON LOCAL ACTIVISM, SUCH 
AS YOU REPRESENT, COMMUNITIES CAN BE 
REINVIGORATED. 

\--- · ·-· -- ... 

CERTAINLY WE ARE ALL INSPIRED BY THE 
WONDERFUL EXAMPLE OF MARVA COLLINS IN 
CHICAGO, THE GALLANT LADY WHO HAS THE 
EDUCATIONAL GRIT TO MAKE SHAKESPEARE 
ADMIRERS OUT OF INNER-CITY CHILDREN. ~ SHE 
JUST PROVES TO ME WHAT MY FRIEND WlLSON 
RILES, CALIFORNIA'S SUPERINTENDENT OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, USED TO SAY) "THE 

-- -- - - . . ... --------------· -··· -

CONCEPT THAT BLACK CHILDREN CAN'T LEARN 
UNLESS THEY ARE SITTING WITH WHITE CHILDREN 

. IS UTTER AND COMPLETE NONSENSE I II ( NOW DR I 

. ·····- - . I 

RILES WAS NOT SUGGESTING THAT INTEGRATION 
IS f~OT A GOOD AND PROPER THING. 1_-- IT IS 
- -- - - - -

AND IT'S GOOD FOR ALL OF US WHEN IT'S 
BROUGHT ABOUT WITH COMMON SENSE AND 
ATTENTION TO WHAT IS BEST FOR THE CHILDREN. 
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WE PLAN TO TAKE A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK 
AT THE EDUCATION OF BLACKS FROM PRIMARY 
SCHOOL UPWARD AND STRENGTHEN THE BASE OF 
BLACK COLLEGES, WHICH ARE A SOUND EDUCATIONAL 

. . ·· 

INVESTMENT I ( THEY ARE MORE THAN THAT j 
THEY ARE A PROUD TRADITION -- A SYMBOL OF 
BLACK DETERMINATION & ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
THEY MUST BE PRESERVED. WE HAVE INCREASED 
THE SHARE OF DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
TITLE III FUNDS SPENT ON BLACK COLLEGES & 
THAT TREND WILL CONTINUE. 

WE HAVE EQUAL CONCERN FOR THE BLACK 
BUSINESS LEADERS OF TODAY. ( MINORITY 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT IS A KEY TO BLACK 
ECONOMIC PROGRESS. /.BLACk-OWNED BUSINESSES 

.-· ARE .1SPECTALLYi-r1.PORTANT TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

·----. 

ECONOMIES, WHERE THE DOLLARS SPENT HAVE A 
BENEFICIAL MULTIPLIER EFFECT. 

- - - - · -- . 
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WE WANT YOUR INPUT. I EXPECT MY 
DOMESTIC ADVISERS TO BE IN REGULAR TOUCH 
WITH YOU AS OUR POLICIES EVOLVE. (-~f- MAY . 
NOT A[WAYS - )\GREE~--· BUT--ffE~f-IDEAS ARE OFTEN 
SPARKED BY OPINIONS CLASHING. 

'<--c---- -r-D 1 ti--Noic -6Mf--HERE-TODAY BEAR I NG 

THE PROMISES OF GOVERNMENT HANDOUTSJ 
WHICH OTHERS HAVE BROUGHT AND WHICH YOU 
HAVE RIGHTLY LEARNED TO MISTRUST. 
INSTEAD ~- ( -Ask- vou·-- -ro--"Jo-I N ·ME -To Bu I LD A 
COALITION FOR CHANGE. 

- . 

~-· - 7~ -YEARs -·AGO;- THE FAMOUS ucALL" WENT 
FORTH -- THE CALL FOR A CONFERENCE EMPHASIZING 
THE CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF BLACKS. - - ------- .. 

·--~ ------- ·------- ---
THE RESULT OF THAT UCALLU OF COURSE WAS 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF COLORED PEOPLE. 

. ·----·-- -- - -- ---------- . 

--------TODAY J LET US ISSUE A CALL FOR NEH 
PERSPECTIVES ON THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES 
FACING BLACK AMERICANS. 

--~----
----
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LET US ISSUE A CALL FOR EXCITING PROGRAMS 
TO SPRING AMERICA FORWARD TOWARDS THE 
NEXT CENTURY -- AN AMERICA FULL OF NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO OLD PROBLEMS. 
·--·---. -----· --- ---· . - - - --- --· 

WE WILL LINK HANDS TO BUILD AN ERA 
WHERE WE CAN PUT FEAR BEHIND US AND HOPE 
IN FRONT OF us I (-(( CAN BE AN ERA IN 

---··· ---- --
WHICH PROGRAMS ARE LESS IMPORTANT THAN 

... 

OPPORTUNITIES. qT CAN BE AN ERA WHERE WE 
-- ·-·-- - - · . 

ALL REACH OUT IN RECONCILIATION INSTEAD 
OF ANGER AND DISPUTE . 

. - - . - . - -- .. 

IN THE WAR IN VIETNAM SEVERAL YEARS 
AGO, A LIVE GRENADE FELL AMONG A GROUP OF 
AMERICAN SOLDIERS. ! THEY WERE FROZEN WITH 

·----

HORROR KNOWING THEY HERE ONLY SECONDS 
AWAY FROM DEATH. rTHEN ONE YOUNG SOLDIER, 

- --
A BLACK, THREW HIMSELF ON THE GRENADE 
COVERING IT WITH HIS HELMET AND HIS BODY. 

- ·-- ·- ·------------------- ---- --

HE DIED TO SAVE HIS COMRADES; uGREATER 
GLORY HATH NO MAN I II I CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF 

-· -- - -· --
HONOR WINNER GARFIELD LANGHORN'S LAST 
WHISPERED WORDS WERE: "YOU HAVE TO CARE." 
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LET us CARE I \ LET us WORK TO BU I LD A 
NATION FREE OF RACISM, FULL OF OPPORTUNITY, 
& DETERMINED TO LOOSEN THE CREATIVE 
ENERGIES OF EVERY PERSON OF EVERY RACE OF 
EVERY STATION TO MAKE A BETTER LIFE. 

------ 1r-·--wr-ui3·E:--M_Y ___ RoNoR--To-·srANri --t\coNGs I DE 

YOU TO ANSWER THIS CALL . 
. . 

THANK YOU. 

. ' 
I 


