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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SCENARIO FOR THE VISIT
OF PRESIDENT AND MRS. HERRARA OF VENEZUELA

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17-18, 1981

EVENT SUMMARIZATION WEATHER
Tuesday Tuesday
Brief Remarks (at Ceremony) Partly Cloudy
Private Meeting High 50's
Expanded Meeting 20% Chance of Rain
Wednesday : Wednesday
Private Meeting | (same as Tuesday)

Departure Statement

DRESS

Tuesday

Men's Dark Business Suit
Ladies' Afternoon Dress

Wednesday

Men's Business Suit

ADVANCE

FRUCCI, MARTI J. STAFF
KUONEN, ROCKY D. PRESS
GORDON, MARY ANN USSS
STEPHENS, DICK WHCA

11/16/81 10:00 a.m.


















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEETING WITH LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS
ON REVENUE RETURN

DATE: Tuesday, MNovember 17, 1981
TIME: 3:30 - 4:20 p.m.

(You will attend from 4:00 - 4:20)
LOCATION: Cabinet Room

IT.

ITT.

Iv.

PURPOSE

This is an opportunity for you to discuss the issue of
revenue source return with local officials and to
reiterate your commitment to returning responsibility
and resources to state and local governments.

BACKGROUND

In the campaign, you promised to support continuing
General Revenue Sharing (see Attachment I). Your’
September 24th economic package proposed a 12 percent
cut in revenue sharing. A White House statement was
released at that time stating that you did not support
a "phase out" of revenue sharing (see Attachment II).

In light of the Administration's proposal to cut

funding for revenue sharing by 12 percent in fiscal

vear 1982, local officials have serious doubts about

the Administration's commitment to the turnback of
revenue sources. In addition, Norm Ture's recent
statement (see Attachment III) expressing his view that
the Administration has already acted on the tax turn-
back in the form of the recently enacted tax cut, has
also eroded the confidence of state and local officials
in the Administration's desire to return revenue sources.

PARTICIPANTS

The Vice President

Edwin Meese, III

Richard S. Williamson

10 City Officials and 5 County Officials (see
Attachment 1IV)

PRESS PLAN

The.city and county officials will meet with local and
regional press immediately following the meeting.
There will be no press coverage during the meeting.



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

3:30 - 3:35
3:35 - 3:40
3:40 - 4:00
4:00
4:20
4:20

Rich Williamson will welcome the
group, introduce staff and call
on the Vice President.

The Vice President will make brief
remarks and call on Ed Meese.

Ed Meese will make brief remarks
(5 minutes) and open the meeting
for general discussion.

You will arrive, make brief remarks
(5 minutes - see Attachment V -~
talking points) and open the meeting
for general discussion.

You may leave.

Meeting adjourned.



ATTACHMENT I

"I am astonished that the Carter Administration and the
Democratic Congress have allowed the general revenue

sharing program to expire ....I pledge that when elected,
reenactment of revenue sharing will be among my highest
priority (sic)."

Telegram to the National Association of Counties,
October 4, 1980

"One of the goals of my administration will be to de-
centralize responsibility and resources to Mayors
under federal revenue sharing."”

Speech to the U.S. Conference of Mayors,
Seattle, Washington, June 8, 1980

"We should maintain general revenue sharing, at least
until the transfer program (of returning responsibilties
to state and local governments) is completed.”

Speech to the National Urban League,
St. Louis, Missouri, August 5, 1980



ATTACHMENT II

September 25, 1931
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Due to press inquiries and some confusion on General

Revenue Sharing, the White House Press Office is releasing

the following clarification.

The President has p%oposed a 12% reduction in General
Revenue Sharing funding for the 1982 fiscal vyear. No
Presidential decision has been  made to phase out revenue
sharing in FY '84. The President has informed the Execu-—
tive Committee of the National Governors' Association that
he would like to find an alternate source of funding, such as
transfer of a federal excige tax, in iieu of General Revenue
Sharing. The President has stated that until such an alter-
native funding source is identified and a transfer mechanism
developed, he does not support a "phase out" of General
Revenue Sharing. The Pres}@ent asked Treasury Secretary
Donald Regan and OMB Director David Stockman to work with

state and local elected officials to develop options address-

ing this matter.
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The Emperor’s New TaxCut

Though the occasion attracted little attention,
the Reagan Administration last week unveiled the
final, and most miraculous, phase of its economic
plmxor the country.

Phase One, it will be recalled, follow ed the sup-
ply-side prescription for economic recovery: tax less
so peuple save and invest more, thus stimnulating
growth. Phase Two was get the Federal Government
off people’s backs and let states and lecal govern-
ments Jook after domestic needs. The next step was
to answer the question, where would they get the
money? What revenue stream would Washington
relinquish for themn to tap instead?

Now Norman Ture, a Treasury Under Secretary,
has revealed the answer. The cut in Federal income

__taxes, he noted, makes new billions available to state

and local taxation - available, that is, if governors
and mayors have the nerve totry to tap it.

- That is a puzzle and a contradiction, but not an
answer. Either the tax cut is intended to leave more
money in private pockets, and thus stimulate the

" economny; or it means there is more money for state
and local governments to take out of private pockets,
to pay for public services. Unless it wishes to be re-
garded as cynical and insincere, the Administration
cannot have it both ways.

. [ J

Last spring President Reagan told some county
officials that, like Martin Luther King, he had a
dream. To compensate them for assuming prime re-
sponsibility for welfare and other programs, he con-
templated turning back tax sources that Washington
had pre-empted. Now, Mr. Ture says, the mission is
substantially accomplished. The three-year, 25 per-

cent cut in Federal pers onal incomne taxes mll by
1984 provide states with an aver dge of $2.24 billion in
new taxing room. ’

Does the President really want states o pUT‘QUC
this source? Obviously not, if that would torp<do his
recovery plan. No matter ‘what one thinks of other
aspects of the Reagan progiam, his brand of f«deral-
ism Jooks suspiciously like a shell game, whose enly
sure losers are the poor.

The Administration’s concept of fed(_rﬂlvsm
turns on Mr. Reagan’s conviction that the units of
government that spend taxpayers’ rmoney should an-.
swer directly to those who pay taxes. He also says he
knows that states cannot cope with added social wel.
fare responsibilities unaided. But last summer’s cuts
were deeper than expected, and they aren’t the last,
Instead of absorbing welfare, Medicaid and food

- stamps, White House planners talk of dumpmg more

of the burden on states.

What chance, realistically, have states to ti-
nance mounting social welfare obligations with
higher taxes? A beleaguered state like Michigan, its
automotive industry in trouble, finds ever more peo
ple dependent on unemployment, welfare and other
social programs; just at the time it needs more help
itis getting less.
=  What should a resident of Detroit, say,doas a re-
sult? For Mr. Ture, that’s easy: move. ‘‘You decide
where you want to live,” he says. That means Ameri.
cans who don’t have much choice about where to live
are left stranded. Washington, able to help, has be.
come unwilling. The states, willing for the most pant
are not able. Mr. Reagan may consider his vision o
federalism a dream; to America’s needy people an(
communities, it’s a hoax.




ATTACHMENT IV

CITY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS ATTENDING REVENUE RETURN MEETING

Mayor

November 17, 1981

Ferd Harrison (D-Scotland Neck, NC)

First Vice President, National League of Cities

Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor
Mayor

Tom Moody (R-Columbus, OH)

James Ryan (R-Arlington Heights, IL)
Jayne Plank (R-Kensington, MD)

Arthur Trujillo (D-Santa Fe, NM)

Fred Turnage (D-Rocky Mount, NC)
Corinne Freeman (R-St. Petersburg, FL)
Richard Berkley (R-Kansas City, MO)

City Councilmember Thomas Clark (R-Long Beach, CA)
City Councilmember Anne Gresham (NP-Grand Prairie, TX)

County Executive Lawrence Hogan (R-Prince Georges County, MD)

County Commissioner Fred McIlhattan (R-Clarion County, PA)
County Commissioner Bob Eckels (R-Harris County, TX)
County Commissioner Earl Baker (R-Chester County, PA)
Counilman George Akahane (R-Honolulu County, HI)






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
November 16, 1981

MEETING WITH MR. BRUCE DIX AND SENATOR WARREN RUDMAN

DATE: November 17, 1981
LOCATION: The Oval Office
TIME: 4:30 - 4:35 p.m. (5 minutes)
FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf /Vifﬁ
Ll
I. PURPOSE

To comply with a request from Senator Rudman to meet with
Mr. Bruce Dix and present you with a vase.

IT. BACKGROUND

Senator Rudman has had a longstanding request for a meeting
between you and Mr. Bruce Dix of Epping, New Hampshire. Mr.
Dix is a professional potter who has created a unigque vase
that he would like to present to you. It should be noted
that his work has been accepted at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston, Massachusetts.

IIT. PARTICIPANTS

The President
Senator Rudman
Mr. Bruce Dix
Staff

Powell Moore

Iv. PRESS PLAN

White House photographer only.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
1. Senator Rudman and Mr. Dix enter the Oval Office from the
West Lobby.
2. They are greeted by the President.
3. Mr. Dix presents vase to the President.
4. Group departs.

Attachment: Talking Points



TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH MR, BRUCE DIX
AND SENATOR WARREN RUDMAN

Thank Senator Rudman for bringing in his constituent,

Mr. Dix.

Thank Mr. Dix for making the trip to Washington and for

his gift.

Extend warm wishes for the upcoming holidays.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
November 16, 1981

MEETING WITH MR. DON EDWARDS AND SENATOR BENNETT JOHNSTON

DATE: November 17, 1981
LOCATION: The Oval Office
TIME: 4:35 - 4:40 p.m. (5 minutes)
FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf {5{?Kﬂ
. 3
I. PURPOSE

To comply with a request from Senator Johnston to meet with
Mr. Don Edwards and present you with a limited edition litho-
graph.

II. BACKGROUND

Senator Johnston has requested this meeting between you and
Mr. Don Edwards of Shreveport, Louisiana. Mr. Edwards is a
wildlife artist, an avid sportsman, conservationist and nature

photographer. He paints his pictures from his own nature
photographs.

Mr. Edwards has been named the Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation's
Artist of the Year for 1981, and has been commissioned to paint
the original for the 1lst Louisiana Turkey Stamp. Of this picture
there will be 1500 numbered lithographs, 150 of which are limited
special editions. Mr. Edwards is going to present you with
lithograph #101.

I1T. PARTICIPANTS

The President

Senator Bennett Johnston
Mr. Don Edwards

Staff

Powell A. Moore

IV. PRESS PLAN

White House photographer only.



Edwards enter the Oval Office

President.

Mr. Edwards presents picture to the President.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
1. Senator Johnston and Mr.
from the West Lobby.
2. They are greeted by the
3.
4. Group departs.

Attachment: Talking Points



TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH MR. DON EDWARDS
AND SENATOR BENNETT JOHNSTON

Thank Senator Johnston for bringing in his constituent,

Mr. Don Edwards.

Congratulate Mr. Edwards on being named the Louisiana Wild

Turkey Federation's Artist of the Year.

Thank Mr. Edwards for the lithograph of the 1lst Louisiana

Turkey Stamp.

Make reference to your turkey hunting experience last

weekend.

Extend warm wishes for the upcoming holidays.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
November 13, 1981
MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN BOB LIVINGSTON (R-LA)

AND HIS CONSTITUENTS,
MR. AND MRS. ARVIL BETHEL

DATE: NOVEMBER 17, 1981
LOCATION: OVAL OFFICE
TIME: 4:40 P.M., (5 Minutes) e
T
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF fff/“/*
-
PURPOSE

To present a portrait of the President painted by Mr. Arvil
Bethel.

BACKGROUND

Congressman Livingston requested this opportunity for himself
and the Bethel's last February because he believes Mr. Bethel's
portrait is so good. Mrs. Bethel will accompany her husband
from Louisiana for the presentation.

Arvil Bethel is an artist, as well as a pilot. These vocations
earned him recognition on "PM Magazine", a nationally syndicated
television show. His flying is mostly done for the o0il service
industries tracking pipeline routes and his art has centered
primarily around the Louisiana wetlands. The portrait that he
will present to the President was done using Time magazine's
cover portrait.

Bob Livingston is a member of the Republican Whip organization.
He is from New Orleans and is serving his third congressional
term. He is a member of the Appropriations Committee.

PARTICIPANTS

The President

The Vice President

Max L. Friedersdorf
Congressman Bob Livingston
Mr. and Mrs. Arvil Bethel

PRESS PLAN

White House photographer only



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

The party will be brought into the Oval Office from the
West Lobby. Presentation and photo session will last
approximately 5 minutes.

Attachments: Talking Points
Photos supplied by Congressman Livingston



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH
CONGRESSMAN BOB LIVINGSTON (R-LA) AND HIS CONSTITUENTS,
MR. AND MRS. ARVIL BETHEL

Receive the painting and express your appreciation to

Mr. Bethel.

Thank Bob Livingston for arranging to bring Mr. and Mrs. Bethel

and the portrait to Washington.

Mention to the Bethel's the key role their congressman has
played in assisting the Republican leadership and you in

your joint efforts to turn the economy around.

Thank them all for waiting so long to bring the portrait

to you and bid them a pleasant trip home to Louisiana.



