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THE SCHEDULE OF
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

Friday, November 5, 1982

9:30 am National Security Briefing Oval Office
(15 min) (Clark)
9:45 am Meetiing with Ambassador Jeane Oval Office
(30 min) Kirkpatrick

(Clalrk)
10:15 am Courkesy Visit by Mr. and Mrs. Oval Office
(5 min) Robgft DeBolt

(Sma¥l) (Tab A)
10:20 am Den Appointment Dr. Ruge's
(60 min) (Ruge) Office
11:20 am Personal Staff Time for Remainder Residence

of the Day

UNP 11/4/82
5:00 pm
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 4, 1982

COURTESY CALL BY THE DEBOLT FAMILY

DATE: Friday, November 5, 1982
LOCATION: Oval Office _
TIME: 10:15 a.m. (5 minutes)
FROM: Karna Smaly2§
PURPOSE:
To greet the DeBolt family and give recognition to their
unselfish dedication to their project of adopting -- and
helping other families to adopt -- handicapped and

disadvantaged children.

BACKGROUND:

Dorothy and Bob DeBolt are from the East Bay (San Francisco
Bay Area) and have become quite well known since they started
adopting children no one else would take in: blind, crippled,
abandoned children from many countries such as Korea,

Vietnam and even Biafra. Besides their own 6 children, they
have adopted 14 others. They have also organized an adoption
agency to help place other such children around the country.

They are in town because Dorothy DeBolt was honored at a

large dinner Wednesday night hosted by W. Clement Stone.

Nancy Reagan did a video tape greeting which praised their

work - the tape was shown at the dinner. (See attached clipping)

They are strong Reagan supporters and you saw them in 1976
when they were guests in your Pacific Palisades home and
you viewed a network documentary that was made about them
and their adopted children.

ITT.PARTICIPANTS:

~——The President
——Dorothy DeBolt

Robert DeBolt

_——-May DeBolt (grandmother)
_.—Doni DeBolt (daughter)

Iv.

V.

Karna Small
7% L Mo
PRESS PLAN:

White House Photographer only

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

Karna Small will escort DeBolt family into the Oval Office
for brief greeting and photo.
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Robert & Dorothy DeBolt, by James M. Thresher, & a portrait from the family album

By CarlaHall
OROTHY AND Robert
DeBojt have 20 children.
“Now, when we- left
home,. it was 20" says
Robert DeBolt strajght-‘faced “but it

_ might be more.”

Actually, only seven of those 20

. live in the DeBolt home in Pied-

mont, Calif,, near San Francisco. It
is a large, old, three-story house. “It
has seven bedrooms, but more im-

portantly it has six bathrooms,” says.
Robert DeBolt. The largest number.
of children in the house at one time
- was 16.

To say that thejrs is'a ‘diverse
housshold is an understatement.
Five children are from Dorothy De-

Bolt's previous marriage. One is

from Robert DeBolt’s previous mar-
riage. The remaining 14 were adopt-
ed. Several of them are Amemsian,
one is black:

Some of the adopted children are

B paraplegic or have other physical

handicaps. Some are blind, some
have a combination of problems. All
had something that made them dif-
ficult to be adopted. |,

“With my first husband, we had

four healthy children born to us in .

four years,” Dorothy DeBolt says.

T he Gift of Family

v Love and Laughtel" The DeBolts and Theu' 20 Kids

“We folt very blessed. We dldn

have much money, but we had other
things. We felt the need to say ‘Hey,
God, thank you, we're lucky.’ We

-decided to show it by adopting chil-

dren.”

They began by adopting un
wanted children—those left in hos-
pitals or shuttled through foster
homes. In the 27 years since, Do-
rothy DeBolt and her second hus-
band, Robert, have started an agen-
cy—Aid to Adoption of Spedial
Kids—to promote and facilitate
adoption- of hard-to-place children,
and they have made careers out of
speaking on how they have raised
their own family. There have been.
two films made about the DeBolte—.
one was the Academy Award-win-

‘ning “Who Are the DeBolts—And.

Where Did They Get 19 Kids?”

_(made before they- got - the 20th)-

After that, there was 2 book. .
“Last night, there was an awnrd;
Dorothy DeBolt received the 1982
“Endow a Dream” Award from the
W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone.

. Foundation. It carries a $50,000

grant and honors “an individual, who-

through his or her own positive men-

tal attitude, has overcome adversity.
See DEBOLTS, €9, Col. 1 .







