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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 4, 1983 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DAVE FISCHER 

PAM TURNER ~ 

Attendance at Meeting with President 

Senators Strom Thurmond, Orrin Hatch, and Paul Laxalt met with 
the President on July 15, 1983 to discuss nominations to the 
Civil Rights Commission. 
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General John W. Vessey, Jr✓ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 14, 1983 

PRESIDENT'S ROUNDTABLE: 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

July 15, 1983 
Noon to 1:00 p.m. 
CABINET . ROOM 

From: Edwin L. Hargerf 

I. PURPOSE 

To meet with a group of distinguished businessmen, bankers, 
and academicians to discuss the international economic 
system. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background 

This meeting is the second in a series of luncheons 
with distinguished leaders from outside the government. 
The first one last month focused on capital formation. 
This luncheon will focus on three aspects of the inter­
national economic system: 

1. The ability of present international financial 
institutions and arrangements to deal with the 
challenges of the 1980's; 

2. The effect that global debt and liquidity will 
have on international economic growth; and 

3. The appropriate role for the U.S. Government in 
exchange rate policy. 

Those who have been invited have been told that these 
sessions are designed to address longer-term problems 
and issues and not to focus on immediate problems and 
near-term events. Questions for discussion are at Tab A. 

B. Participants 

A list of participants and their affiliations is 
attached at Tab B. 

C. Press Plan 

White House Photographer. 
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III. Sequence of Events 

After you make some brief opening remarks (Talking points 
are attached at Tab C), each participant will briefly 
outline his views for 2-3 minutes. Following the indi­
vidual remarks, there will be a general discussion f or 
15-20 minutes. 



Presidential Roundtable 
International Economic System 
July 15, 1983 

Questions for Discussion 

International Financial Institutions 

1. Are the present international financial institutions 
and arrangements adequate to deal with the challenges of the 
1980's? 

2. What changes if any would you propose to strengthen 
the system~ 

3. Specifically, should the United States support a move­
ment toward a new Bretton-Woods type agreement? 

.Global Debt and Liquidity 

1. Can we be confident that global liquidity over the next 
several years will be sufficient to manage debtor country 
problems successfully? 

2. Are there adequate safeguards to prevent a too rapid 
expansion in global liquidity leading to a new round of 
global inflation? 

Exchange Rate Policy 

1. Should the United States abandon its current exchange 
rate intervention under certain carefully defined circumstan­
ces? 

2. Specifically, should the United States intervene in 
foreign exchange markets to correct adverse trends in the 
value of the dollar? 

3. Could intervention ever be successful in this regard? 



List of Participants: International Economic System 

Robert H.B. Baldwin 
Chairman, Morgan Stanley, Inc. 

Richard N. Cooper 
Professor of Economics, Harvard University; 
F ormer Under Secretary of State for Econ o mic Af fairs 

Peter Kennan 
Professor of Economics, Princeton University 

Anne Kruger 
Chief Economist, World Bank 

John McGillicuddy 
Chairman, Manufacturers Hanover Trust 

Ron McKinnon 
Professor of Economics, Stanford University 

Peter G. Peterson 
Chairman, Lehman Brothers ; 
Former Secretary of Commerce and Executive Director of 
the Council on International Economic Policy 

Lewis T. Preston 
Chairman, Morgan Guaranty Trust Co. 

Irving S. Shapiro 
Former Chairman, DuPont 

Roger Smith 
Chairman, General Motors Corp. 

Ezra Solomon 
Dean Witter Professor of Finance, Graduate School of Business, 
Stanford University; 
Former Member, Council of Economic Advisers 



.ACMINISTRATION ATI'ENDEES: 

Secretary George Shultz 
E.dwin Meese III 
E.dwin L. Harper 
Craig Fuller 
Richard Damian 
Martin Feldstein 
David Stockman 
Roge r Porter 
Charles Wick 
R. Tim McNamar 



(Elliott/AB) 
July 14, 1983 
3:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH BIPARTISAN ROUNDTABLE 
FRIDAY, JULY 15, 1983 

Well I'm delighted to welcome all of you and I want to thank 

you f or giving up your valuable time to meet with us. As you 

know, I've come here not to speak but to listen. I'd like to get 

your views on three issues of great significance: the nature of 

our international trade situation; the problem of global debt; 

and the best way to reduce protectionism -- a goal we agreed on 

at the economic summit at Williamsburg. 

So, if you're ready why don't you go ahead and begin. 



I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEETING WITH HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER 
JIM WRIGHT . ( D-TEXAS) 

Date: 
Location: 
Time : 

Friday, July 15, 1983 
The Oval Office 
1 0 : 00 a. m. ( 3 0 Minute s ) 

~ 
From: Kenneth M. Duberstein~{;). 

To express appreciation to the Majority Leader of the 
House for his leadership role in House passage of the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative and to discuss other issues 
that may be considered prior to the August recess. 

II. BACKGROUND 

After approving, by a vote of 212-204, the rule which 
precluded the consideration of several detrimental labor­
backed amendments, the House passed the CBI by a vote of 
289-129. 

Jim Wright's support was essential to our success in the 
House. The Majority Leader has been very visible - and 
somewhat vulnerable to criticism from Members of his own 
party - in support of certain Administration foreign 
policy and defense positions. He has been a central 
player on CBI, MX and Central America. Wright has ex­
pressed concern to the President and others that the 
bipartisanship has not been enough of a two-way street. 

Wright is wavering on the upcoming MX vote. If he 
switches and opposes the authorization of the MX produc­
tion money, an already close vote would probably be lost. 
Wright has also been willing to work with the Administra­
tion to develop an acceptable compromise on the Boland­
Zablocki Resolution and has been criticized by many 
Democrats for his efforts to avoid a partisan floor 
fight. 

Tuesday the House will hold a secret session regarding 
Central America and Wednesday the House will vote on 
the MX authorization. This meeting will provide an 
opportunity to discuss both issues. 
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III. PARTICIPANTS 

The President 
Majority Leader Jim Wright (D-Texas) 
Jim Baker 

IV . PRESS PLAN 

No press coverage. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

No specific agenda. 

Attachment: Talking P -olnts 



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 
HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER JIM WRIGHT . (D-TEXAS) 

Jim, I want to thank you for your help i n getting the 

Caribbean Basin Initiative through the House. 

We have some differences every now and then but I 

really appreciate your willingness to take the lead 

on these very important foreign policy matters. 

Your help on the MX and Central America issues has 

been in the best interests of the nation. I know 

that some Members in your party have given you a hard 

time over your MX vote - but you and I both know how 

important MX is to our national security and to our 

arms negotiations efforts. 

The House will consider these MX and Central Arnerica 

issues before the recess. We need your help and I 

wanted to get your ideas and hear any suggestions you 

might have. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1983 

MEETING WITH SENATOR STROM THURMOND (R-SOUTH CAROLINA), 
SENATOR ORRIN HATCH (R-UT'AH) , AND SENATOR PAUL LAXALT 
(R-NEVADA) 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

Friday, July 15, 1983 
The Oval Office 
10:30 a.m. (30 minutes) 

Kenneth M. Duberstein j;: ~. 

To discuss with Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Thurmond, 
Senator Hatch and Senator Laxalt (Members of the Judiciary 
Committee) your nominations to the Civil Rights Commission. 

II. BACKGROUND 

Yesterday, July 14, in executive session, the Democrats on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee managed to have a motion passed post­
poning markup on your four nominees to the Civil Rights Commission 
until the first scheduled executive session after the August 
recess. This motion was allowed because Senator Metzenbaum 
advised the Chairman when the meeting began that unless such 
a motion were accepted, he would filibuster the entire meeting. 
Senator Metzenbaum also requested and was promised an additional 
day of hearings. (Senate rules provide that such additional 
hearing time shall be provided if requested by the minority.) 
They were tentatively scheduled for Thursday, July 21. Senator 
Metzenbaum, among others, wants to bring in the two former 
Chairmen of the Civil Rights Commission, Father Hesberg and 
Dr. Flemming to testify. We are working on getting friendly 
witnesses to counter their testimony. 

The Committee agreed that a vote will be taken on the nominations 
at the first business meeting after the August recess. The 
nominations will not be returned to the White House during this 
recess period. Senator Metzenbaum also attempted to get a 
commitment from Senator Hatch, Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
the Constitution, to guarantee that the reauthorization for the 
Civil Rights Commission would be put forward in full Committee 
for consideration. Senator Hatch said he would not make that 
commitment but have his word that the reauthorization would be 
out of Committee and passed by the full Senate before the 
September 30 expiration date. 
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In your meeting today with these three Republican Members of 
the Judiciary Committee, you should ask them if they will 
reconsider Senator Metzenbaum's motion and try to report the 
nominations out of Committee as soon as possible. At this 
moment, there are eight Republicans who will vote for your 
nominees, five Democrats and one Republican who will vote no, 
one Democrat and one Republican leaning yes, and two Democrats 
undecided ( t h e b reakdown i s a ttache d a t Tab A). 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

The President 
The Vice President 
Senator Strom Thurmond 
Senator Orrin Hatch 
Senator Paul Laxalt 

Staff 

Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Ken Duberstein 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House photographer only 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Senators Thurmond, Hatch, and Laxalt enter through the Southwest 
Gate, and are escorted to the Oval Office for a 30-minute 
meeting with the President. 

Attachments: Breakdown 
Addendum 
Talking Points 



ADDENDUM REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION REAUTHORIZATION 
LEGISLATION 

Senator Thurmond introduced by request S. 1189, the 
Administration's legislation to extend the authority of the 
Civil Rights Commission. The authorization which expires 
September 30 of this year would be extended for an additional 
30 years under s. 1189. The legislation also provides for 
staggered terms of six years for members of the Commission 
appointed upon vacancies occuring after enactment. The six 
appointments after the effective date would be made in three 
pairs of two-year, four-year and six-year terms. Each pair 
of appointments would be persons not affiliated with the same 
political party. Thereafter, all appointments would be two 
six-year terms. 



Senate Judiciary Committee Breakdown of Votes for the 
Civil Rights Commission Nominees 

YES 

Thurmond (R) 
Laxalt (R) 
Ha tch (R) 
Dole (R) 
Simpson (R) 
Grassley (R) 
Denton (R) 
East (R) 

NO 

Mathias (R) 
Biden (D} 
Kennedy (D) 
Byrd (D) 
Metzenbaum (D) 
Leahy (D) 

LEANING YES 

Specter (R) -- thinks a compromise of removing one nominee 
is a good idea - needs to be worked on 

Baucus (D) -- indicated he will support all four but is 
susceptible to pressure from his colleagues 

UNDECIDED 

Heflin (D) 
DeConcini (D) 

non-committal 
wants nominees to assure him in writing 
they will be independent of the White House 
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SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 

SENATORS THURMOND, HATCH, AND LAXALT 

I appreciate your corning down here on such short notice to meet 

with me this morning. I am anxious to talk with you about our 

Civil Rights Commission nominations 

great importance to me personally. 

a subject which is of 

I am extrernernly concerned about the Judiciary Committee's action 

yesterday which will delay the vote on these nominees until September. 

I would like to see the Senate act on these nominations as soon 

as possible, and I would like to discuss with you the possibility 

of reconsidering the Committee's action at some point prior to 

the August recess. I understand that the vote count on these 

nominees is extremely close and that there are at least two 

Democrats who remain undecided. 

I understand that Senator Baucus may be willing to support the 

nominees, although I expect he is still subject to a good deal of 

pressure f rorn his fellow Democrats. 

As you know, I think we have put forward some very qualified 

individuals in this case, and I have not heard of anyone taking 

issue with my nominations in that respect. The Democrats and the 

press are having a heyday with this, and I think we are taking a 

burn rap. I would like to hear your candid thoughts and suggestions 

as to where we can go from here. I would like to work this thing out 

right away, and I am willing to help personally in any way I can. 


