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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 22, 1983

TELECONFERENCE TO THE RNC NORTHEASTERN STATES REPUBLICAN

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE -- WASHINGTON, D.C.
DATE: September 23, 1983
LOCATION: Diplomatic Reception Room
TIME: 12:00 p.m.

FROIM: Ed Rollins é/”

i PURPOSE
To show support for the RNC's grass-roots party-building,
and to allow the opportunity for party loyalists to
converse directly with the President.

IT. BACKGROUND

The RNC has planned a series of four regional Leadership
Conferences, the first of which the President addressed
on September 9 via teleconference to their meeting

in Scottsdale, Arizona.

The Leadership Conferences are established as a boost
to the RNC's grass-roots efforts, aimed at revitalizing
the Reagan organizations, as well as state and county
party organizations.

Speakers at the Conference, held at the Mayflower Hotel
in Washington, will include: Drew Lewis, William
Ruckelshaus, Congressman Jack Kemp, and Senator Dick
Lugar.

IIT. PARTICIPANTS

Approximately 500 Party activists from Connecticut,
Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, Vermont and
the Virgin Islands.

IvV. PRESS PLAN
National Press will be covering this event.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- Ed Rollins will introduce the President
- Prepared text delivered by the President
- Brief question and answer period with attendees and
the President (see attachment for possible questions
to be asked)



SUGGESTED QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED DURING RNC LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,
SEPTEMBER 23, 1983:

What is the role of the Marines in Lebanon? 1Is there a limit
on how long they will stay? Some members of the Congress
are urging you to invoke the War Powers Act. Will you do so?

Are you frustrated by the lack of willingness on the part
of some within the Atlantic Alliance to support strong
sanctions against the Soviets after the recent downing of
the Korean airliner? Will there be further actions taken
by our government?

What is your response to those who say this Administration
" is unfair to the poor?

What are the prospects unemployment will continue to be
reduced in the next several months? Will inflation remain
low?

What role do you foresee for the federal government to
improve the quality of education in America?

When can we expect an announcement that you will run for
re-election?



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 21, 1983

LUNCHEON WITH JUSTICE O'CONNOR AND MR. O'CONNOR

Friday, September 23, 1983
The Oval Office
12:30 p.m,

From: Fred F. Fieldinéz).,»-

I. PURPOSE

Recognition of the anniversary of Justice O'Connor's
appointment to the Supreme Court of the United States.
She was sworn into office on September 25, 1981 at the
Supreme Court.

IT. BACKGROUND

There is little to add to the vast knowledge the
President has with regard to Justice 0'Connor.

As a note, Mr. O'Connor is a partner with the firm

of Miller & Chevalier in Washington, having relocated
from Arizona.

Special Note: It is extremely important that there
be no discussion of any matter or issue that is
presently pending or may come before the Court.

III. PARTICIPANTS

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
John D. O'Connor

IV. PRESS PLAN

White House photographer only.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

The O'Connors will be escorted to the Oval Office
to join the President for lunch.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1983

INTERVIEW WITH MERV GRIFFIN

DATE: September 23, 1983

LOCATION: West Side Sitting Room
The Residence

TIME: 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

FROM: Larry Speakes;V/

I. PURPOSE

To be interviewed by Merv Griffin for his television
program, which will air Tuesday, September 27, 1983.

IT. BACKGROUND

This interview will encompass an entire program of "The
Merv Griffin Show" and will be in the format of "a visit
with the President".

It is an opportunity to discuss the more personal
aspects of the Presidency. The First Lady will also

participate at the end of the interview.

IET. The President
The First Lady

Mr. Merv Griffin

IV. PRESS PLAN

White House photographer

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Following introductions, the President and Mr. Griffin
will be seated on the couch and chair, respectively.
The interview will run approximately 50 minutes. The
First Lady will then be interviewed along with the
President during the final 10 minutes.

Attachments: Outline of questions for the President and First
Lady.



INTERVIEW WITH MERV GRIFFIN - OUTLINE OF QUESTIONS

o Do you feel you have taken on the Presidency at one of
the most challenging times in American history?

o It's clear that a President is juggling any number of
crises each day. How do you set a priority list?

FOREIGN ISSUES

e} Will the Korean Airline incident change your negotiating
approach on everything with the Russians? 1Is there more
to the incident that we haven't heard yet? 1In light of
this, will Soviets be welcome at 1984 Summer Olympics in
Los Angeles?

Soviets do not seem impressed with any sanctions imposed
on them. What's next?

Can Soviet expansionism be stopped?

Are the Soviets the toughest negotiators you've faced in
or out of office? NOTE: The President had once told Mr.
Griffin a story that, as President of Screen Actors Guild,
heads of movie studios were more difficult to negotiate
with than the Soviets.

Is there anything that the Soviets could offer at the
negotiating table that would convince you to defer the
MX deployment?

The Marines have now suffered casualties in Central America
and in Lebanon and many citizens fear another Vietnam. Has

the spectre of Vietnam impaired your ability to live up to
our defense agreements?

DAILY DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT C///////

o Is there a "red phone" to the Kremlin on your desk? Has it
been used? Have you spoken to Andropov directly?

o Describe a day in the life of the President. Do you have
time for a quiet breakfast with the First Lady?

o Was there any aspect of the day-to-day job that was
unexpected?

o The President's communication system: 1is there such a thing
as making a simple phone call anymore? With an elaborate

and sophisticated system, there must be some amusing
stories.



page 2 Griffin outline

o

ECONOMY

The average American's greatest concern is his paycheck.
Is the American worker better off now than he was when
you were sworn in?

Why don't we hear the term "Reaganonomics" anymore?
Many Americans fear losing jobs to Japanese technology.
Should our government subsidize our high technology

companies as the Japanese do?

What impact does being a child of the depression have on
you in the presidency?

OTHER TOPICS

o

Every President has a strong sense of his place in
history. Which former Presidents do you admire most?

President Kennedy's most frustrating aspect of the job
was trying to implement his programs in the face of a

vast and unyielding federal bureaucracy. What's your

greatest frustration as President?

Apparently you don't mind a little ribbing. Do you have
a favorite Reagan joke?

What is the single most difficult decision you have had
to make since becoming President?

Are the conversations and meetings in the Oval Office
taped?

Almost every President in recent memory has aged
dramatically in office. You, in contrast, seem
remarkably fit after 3 years. How do you do it?

How do you relax? How do you keep the office and
personal life separate?

How much did Mrs. Reagan have to do with your being
in office?



FIRST LADY PARTICIPATION

o

How do you view your job as First Lady? Is it what
you expected? Is it the glamourous job it's cracked up
to be?

Has the President changed since taking office?

What do you talk about after office hours, does he take
the office home with him?

How do you feel when reading things about the President
that aren't true (not caring for poor, equal rights).

The President has been repeatedly criticized for being
out of touch with women's issues. Is it a bad rap?

In previous interview with Griffin, you told him you
work very hard to maintain a private life for yourself

and the President. Can you give some examples of how
you do it?

From your perspective, does the job of the Presidency
seem to much for one man?

Do you think America is ready for a woman president.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 22, 1983

RECEPTION WITH NATIONAL AQUARIUM SOCIETY
SEPTEMBER 23, 1983

STATE DINING ROOM

4:30 P.M.,

FROM: JAMES S. ROSEBUS

PURPOSE

To congratulate the Aquarium Benefit Committee and
Board of Directors on their efforts to help restore and
revitalize the National Aquarium as a private sector operation.

BACKGROUND

Mrs. Charles Wick and Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige are co-
chairs of the benefit and requested this reception as a
special way to thank contributors to this cause,

PARTICIPANTS

THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN
Secretary and Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wick

PRESS PLAN

Official photographers only.
Social writers only.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN enter the State Dining

Room via the south door of the Red Room. Receiving

line begins. At the conclusion of the receiving line,
THE PRESIDENT will make brief remarks. At the conclusion
of the remarks, THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN will mix
and mingle briefly before departing for the Residence.



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: RECEPTION

National Aquarium Society
Friday, September 23, 1983

TIME: 4:30 p.m.
LOCATION: State Dining Room
DRESS: Business Suit
FROM: Gahl L, Hodges{g\
4:15 p.m. Guests begin to arrive the Diplomatic
Reception Room and proceed to the
State Dining Room for refreshments via
Grand Staircase.
5:00 p.m, THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN arrive State Floor via
the elevator and proceed through the Red Room to
the State Dining Room via the south door.
THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN take their places
for receiving line at south wall.
Receiving line begins,
Following the receiving line, remarks by THE PRESIDENT.
Following remarks, THE PRESIDENT and MRS, REAGAN
will mix and mingle with guests as they depart the
State Dining Room for the Residence.
5:30 p.m., THE PRESIDENT and MRS. REAGAN arrive the Residence.
Approx.

5:35 p.m. Guests may begin to depart.



(Dolan/BE)
September 22, 1983
3:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL AQUARIUM SOCIETY BENEFIT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1983

Nancy and I are delighted to have all of you here but Nancy
says I have to behave today, so I guess I can't tell any fish
stories. Well, maybe just one.

I think it's accurate to say that all of us are here because
of the "one that didn't get away." Thanks to the generosity and
the hard work of those of you here today, not only has the
National Aquarium been saved, it is an even greater influence in
the life of Washington than it was. I know there have been
dramatic improvements at the Aquarium in the last year and I was
particularly delighted to hear about the program that will permit
thousands of Washington school children free admission to the
aquarium.

Like all of you, Nancy and I are pretty attached to nature
but, you know, the work you're doing really goes beyond just
personal interest. Projects like the National Aquarium are
really signs that our society, while it may value the things of
man, is also keeping its perspective by exploring and studying
the things of nature. I think we do well to remember that nature
is really the model for man-made reality; it's evidence of the
essential goodness of creation, a sign really of God's
providence. Wise men have said for centuries that this
particular insight is the essence of civilization -- it's an
insight that we need to keep in mind especially in this highly

developed and complex world we live in.



Pége 2

You're also showing what can be achieved by private citizens
once government steps out of the way. Your private sector
initiative is a real success story and you deserve all the credit
in the world for what you have achieved. And for that, you have
not only my thanks but the thanks of Americans from every section

of the country. The National Aquarium is truly a national

treasure. Let's keep it that way. God bless you all.



