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I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 17, 1983 

MEETING WITH NATIONAL TURKEY FEDERATION 
DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

November 21, 1983 
Rose Garden 
2:30 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. 

Faith R. Whittlesey [J;!, 

To receive the 36th presentation of a Thanksgiving turkey to the 
nation's first family from the National Turkey Federation. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The National Turkey Federation is the only national trade associa­
tion representing the turkey industry in the United States. Members 
of NTF produce and market 96% of the nation's turkey crop. 

NTF has presented a Thanksgiving turkey to the nation's first 
family every year for the past 35 years in commemoration of the 
Thanksgiving season. Over the years, these presentations have drawn 
national attention by focusing on our rich heritage and the many 
blessings and opportunities we have in our great country. 

NTF has been supportive of your economic recovery programs and the 
Administration in general. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Charles Morgan, President of NTF; Mervin Amerine, General Manager 
of the California Turkey Industry Board; Lew Walts, Executive Vice 
President of NTF; Mrs. Morgan; Mrs. Amerine; Mrs. Walts. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open press. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

2:30 p.m. You exit the Oval Office and proceed to the table set 
up in the Rose Garden. The live turkey will be placed 
on the table. You greet each of your guests and stand 
between Mr. Morgan and Mr. Amerine. The other guests 
will flank on both sides. 

Mr. Morgan will make an informal presentation and you 
converse while the press corps takes photographs. 

2:40 p.m. You thank Mr. Morgan and the other guests and return 
to the Oval Office. 

Attachment: Talking Points/Background 
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BACKGROUND/SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR 
MEETING WITH NATIONAL TURKEY FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES 

Note: Since no remarks are required, what is provided as back­
ground information is for your personal information only. 

Mr. Mervin Amerine is formerly of the Amerine Turkey Breeding 

Farms which were located in Oakdale, California. During your 

campaign for Governor of California, Mr. Amerine provided his 

company's DC-3 airplane for your use. This DC-3 was informally 

known as the "Turkey Bird. " On several occasions during your 

gubernatorial campaign, Mr. Amerine's wife, Nancy Amerine, 

served as a stewardess on the "Turkey Bird" and remembers those 

occasions very well. 

You addressed the National Turkey Federation convention in San 

Diego, California in 1979 (Town and Country Hotel). 

The live turkey will weigh approximately 50 pounds. The two 

dressed turkeys which will be on the table will weigh approxi­

mately 30 pounds each. The dressed turkeys will be in plastic 

wrap with the message "Happy Holidays, Mr. President" attached 

to this wrapping. 




