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MR. SPEAKES: Yes. Sure.
Q Larry, who requested the news blackout?

MR. SPEAKES: It was by mutual agreement between the
United States and the Soviet Union.

Q Did the Soviets --
Q Are there -—-

MR. SPEAKES: Wait a minute. I'm going to be here all
the time. I will talk.

Q Larry, are there any --
Q May I follow up, please?
MR. SPEAKES: Yes, go ahead.

Q Did the Soviets bring up the subject, bring up the
topic, make the request and the U.S. agreed to it, or vice-versa?

MR. SPEAKES: It was by mutual consent of both sides,
mutual agreement of both sides, and I think -- indicate that both
sides brought it up mutually.

Charles.

Q But Larry, you had already scheduled a briefing with
Secretary Shultz this afternoon. I presume --

MR. SPEAKES: That briefing will not take place. I will
be here, and that in its stead.

Q I presume since you had scheduled that at one point
that you had not anticipated such a blackout.

MR. SPEAKES: No, it is not that we anticipated, it is
not that we at both sides had not agreed on it.

Q Larry, when --
Q Did that come from the tete-a-tete?

MR. SPEAKES: It was both sides agreed at the outset: of
the meetings.

Q Was this subject raised at all, the subject of a
possible blackout, before you came to Geneva?
o MR, SPEAKES: Don't think it's -- it adds anything to the
machiniie Wosrgin’to digouse whch werdlscussothings and so forth. As
you will note from your own erverience; this is a pattern that

SECsetery wnabity has followed in his meetings with Gromyko here in
‘ : January and in other meetings he's had.

Mike.

Q Was there agreement on how long this blackout would
last?
MR. SPEAKES: The blackout will last until all -- until

the leaders. conclude that they have something to say. Now, whether
that's Wednesday afternoon or Thursday morning remains to be seen.

Greg?

Q Larry, is there something planned Thursday morning?
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their own to meet selectively with reporters and give them their
versions of events -- violate the blackout? Is that right?

MR. SPEAKES: If they do so, that it would not meet with
the approval of the President nor anybody that's involved from the
U.S. side. The important thing is to remember that those who are
participating in the meetings will know what goes on. They will not
talk. Those who are not participating in the meetings will not know
what is going on. If they talk, they simply are not authoritative
and do not know.

Q You're saying if there was someone who is in the
meeting who perhaps previously planned to speak privately with some
reporters will no longer do that?

MR. SPEAKES: You may assume that's been cancelled.
Q Okay.

Mikxe. Then I'll work the back.

Q You said, Larry, that those who are in the meeting
will know and those who were not in the meeting will not know what's
going on. You also said that you and -- you're not participating in

the meeting -- will know what's going on.-
. MR. SPEAKES: That's right --

Q Can't we assume from that that others, then, will
also be informed and so the information will be more widely --

MR. SPEAKES: If others receive any information, it will
not be first-hand and will, therefore, not be authoritative and they
are not authorized to talk about it.

Andy.

Q Larry, do you happen to have the names of the seven
Soviet participants --

MR. SPEAKES: I do not. That's for the Soviet side.

Andrea.
Q Can you respond to reports that have been aired --
or written -- before this time about prior agreements on future

summits, new language on SDI from the American side -~

MR. SPEAKES: I can say specifically that -- on the
business of future summits, there has been no agreement on that, and
that will be a topic to be discussed. And as far as any proposal on

SDI, I ‘would not discuss it, but -- I.just wouldn't discuss it.
, A ¥hat zhout 2n gaxly return to the srms talks?
Vﬂ‘ R ) Y . .o a7 . . ) _‘ ) . ‘ -
o v ks, GRBARES:  Le the . ctory says today thet we know of no -

such plans for that.

Q Can I ask -- you've talked at considerable length
about this policy -- this news blackout -- can you explain why you
think it's important and constructive to have it now?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. We think it is important and
constructive to have it because of the seriousness of the talks, the
far-reaching implications of the topics to be discussed between the
. two sides.

Q Yes, but if you could -- if I could follow -- what's
bad about talking about it under those circumstances and giving us
what -- the kinds of readouts you often do, which are not terribly
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Q Larry, in that period from the end of the first
meeting -- 11:18 a.m. -- to the start of the second -- 11:25 a.m. --

did the President try to give a quick rundown to his staff --

MR, SPEAKES: Did not. The two walked out,

shook hands
around the table, and stood for the photo.

Bob?
Q Larry, can you tell us anything about the President
~-- anything he might have said privately this morning -- before the.

meeting when you saw him? Anything that indicated his mood?
MR. SPEAKES: No, I'd rather --
Q What was his mood?
MR. SPEAKES: Pardon?
Q What was his mood?

MR. SPEAKES: Mood was very good, very upbeat,

very
enthusiastic, well-prepared, confident, brilliant.
Q Was he wonderful? (Laughter.)
Q Larry, he seemed to be some sheets of paper. What

was he carrying when he walked in?

MR. SPEAKES: That was a book of U.S. positions on
various topics. It was a book -- together with some notes he had
made, I assume.

Q -- cards?
MR. SPEAKES: So -- no, no three-by-fives.
Q Larry --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, sir?

Q Larry, just before the two men went inside, Mr.
Gorbachev appeared to extend his hand to shake hands with the
President and the President looked at his hand and then pointed
inside. 1Is there any reason why he wouldn't shake his hand right
there?

MR. SPEAKES:

Well, the two shook hands when they arrived
and then, I believe,

shook hands again as they posed for pictures and
then --

Q Right. But after they shook hands first when they
were standing around and then Gorbkachev. wanted. to shake hands again
- and then ~- : :

MR. SPEARKES: I realize the news blackout can.lcad to

ovei—interpretation, but this is one I would. caution you not to
- L over-interpret.

Q Larry --
MR. SPEAKES: Yes?

Q -- can you us anything about what the President d4did
before he went to Fleur 4'Eau this morning? Any details about --

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, the President was up about 7:30 a.m.,
had breazkfast, and then joined a group meeting at the Pometto House
at 9:00 a.m., met for about 35 minutes with Secretary Shultz, Bud
McFarlane, and Don Regan, and the rest of us, and then got in the car
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