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A Gift To The United States From The People 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Chapel at Camp David 

The Camp David Chapel will be an inter-faith place of worship to 
be constructed on a site selected by President and Mrs. Reagan 
just west of Linden Cottage. Preliminary drawings reveal an 
octagonal structure with a separate bell tower through which 
worshipers will enter. The bell will be one which was previously 
used on a ship of the U.S. Navy fleet. Construction will be 
completed in the fall of 1988. 

The chapel will be set into the woods of Camp David and translu­
cent windows will be used in lieu of stained glass to provide a 
sense of oneness with nature. The structure will be positioned 
to avoid the removal of any large trees during construction. 

The project was suggested by Mr. Kenneth H. Plummer, Sr., who is 
a life-long resident of the local area. As a small Boy Scout he 
camped on the area that now encompasses Camp David before 
"Shangri-La" was developed during the term of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Mr. Plummer has established a non-profit corporation (Camp David 
Chapel Fund, Inc.) which will conduct a discreet fund-raising 
campaign and construct the chapel. His goal is to raise 
$500,000. The Secretary of the Navy has authorized the con­
struction and has accepted the completed chapel as a gift to the 
United States for the use of the First Family and the troops 
stationed at Camp David. 

The first contribution was received from President and Mrs. 
Reagan. ~ \ '\f ,)000 . 00. 
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Fackstaira at the White House adv weekend jan 30-31 (605) ay 
HELEN TROIIAS UPI White House Reporter a/' 

WASHIKG'l'OR (UPI) President and Mrs. Reagan are thrilled with the 
idea of sponsoring the building of a $500,000 privately financed 
interfaith chapel at rustic Camp David, where they spend nearly every 
weekend when they are in the Washington area. 

The idea of a chapel at the presidential retreat is a dream come 
true for ~erneth Plummer, 64, Chambersburg, Pa., who used to go camping 
on the mountaintop grounds when it was dubbed "Shangri la" by Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, the first president to use the site as a weekend hideawav. 

Plummer, a Methodist, got in touch with Navy officers who operate -
Camp David and they passed his proposal to the president. The Reagans 
contributed $1,000 to the project, which is envisioned as a 150-seat 
octagonal-shaped wood-and-glass chapel. 

Plummer will set up a non-profit corporation and concentrate his 
money-raising among "the church people of America to the president of 
America," said Elaine Crispen, the first lady's press secretary. 

Speaking of the Reagans, Crispen said, "They thought it would be a 
marvelous gift to future presidents." 

Sunday services are regularly held at Camp David in the gymnasium 
of the compound and attended by Navy men and Marines. : 

Aides indicated the Reagans have not attended the services in their 
seven years of going to Camp David. The Reagans do not attend church 
services in Washington because, aides say, they do not want to put other 
worshippers through the security ordeal. 

After Reagan approved the project, the navy secretary authorized 
the construction, which is expected to be completed by the fall in time 
for the Reagans to use it before the president leaves office. 

"Mrs. Reagan is thrilled with the idea," said Crispen, adding the 
first lady had received a letter from Plummer thanking her for the 
Reagans' "generous gift." 

-White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater wanted to hand out the 
president's State of the Union address Monday evening in time for 
reporters to handle without undue pressure. 

P.e told reporters they would get the text at 5 p.m. EST and the 
speech would be for release at 9 p.m. Instead, he was overruled, 
apparently by Tom Griscom, the communications director, and others who 
told Fitzwater that his predecessor, Larry Speakes, never released the 
State of the Onion address to reporters until 6:30 p.m. and therefore he 
would have to follow suit. The speech actually did not become available 
until 7 P••• · 

So the ■hadow of Speakes hangs over the White House and Fitzwater 
has to follow in his footsteps if the inner circle has anything to do 
with it. 

-There is a special book that is passed on through the years at the 
White House to each succeeding press spokesman. It has a compedium of 
answers to give when the spokesman wants to evade, sidestep and avoid 
outright lying. 

"Not to my knowledge" is one. "When we have something to 
announce, we will announce it," is another. 

Sometimes, press officers simply avoid answering questions by 
skipping briefings. Fitzwater is more loath than any spokesman in recent 
times to take the podium, although he does well and keeps his 
cool when he is prepared. 

Of course, nothing can replace a presidential news conference and 
hearing the word from the leader himself. But President Reagan ha• not 
had a news conference since Oct. 22, and he has become more and aor• 
reluctant to answer questions at any time, any place, unless he i• 
programmed to do so. 
adv weekend jan 30-31 

upi 01-29-88 05:08 aes 



By MARY GABRIF.L 
. BA!~TIMORE (UPI)_ A retired Pennsylvania contractor says he finally 

has time to realize his dream to build a chapel at the presidential 
retreat at Camp David, Md. By the year's end, that dream should become a 
150-seat reality with an adjoining Navy bell tower. · 

The Camp David Chapel will be the first religious center at the 
wooded Maryland retreat. Previously, presid~nts have attended religious 
services at nearby Thurmont when at Camp David. 

But Kenneth Plummer, who came up with the idea, said important 
decisions are made at Camp David and immediate spiritual guidance could 
come in handy. 

"I felt if there's any place we needed a chapel, we certainly need 
it up there where the heads of our government meet," he said in a phone 
interview. "It's a dream of mine. I just thought we needed a chapel at 
Camp David, and because it was started as a temporary retreat and j~st l 
kind of grew, a chapel was not a high priority." · 

Since President Franklin D. Roosevelt had the mountain retreat, , 
"Shangri La," built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1940s, 

heads of state have visited the heavily wooded retreat free of public 
view. 

The camp's name was changed by President Dwight Eisenhower, who 
renamed it after his grandson, David Eisenhower. 

The chapel project at the Naval Support Facility has been given the 
go-ahead by Navy Secretary James Webb Jr. a~ the first donation of 
$1,000 came from President and Nancy Reagan, who say they support the 
plan. 

The chapel, expected to cost $750,000, is to be built exclusively 
with private donations, Plummer said, except for a bell for the 
structure's tower. 

"We will have a large Navy bell, that's the one thing I've asked 
the government to give me," he said. 

The structure will he made of rough oak siding with a cedar 
shingled roof, in keeping with the other buildings at the camp nestled 
in the Catoctin Mountains. The eight-sided structure will have a 
rectangular sanctuary, a small an.flex and stone patio. 

"The chapel will be right. in the immediate area of the lodging, 
you could say within a block from the president's housing,~ Plummer 
said. 

The services will be interdenominational, with Navy religious 
personnel administering the services. 

A Chamersburg, Pa., architectural firm, Noelker and Haull 
Associates, have been hired to finalize the plan. 

--Donations can be made to the Camp David Chapel Fund, 930 Leidig 
Drive, Chambersburg, Pa., 17201. 

adv sun feb 14 

upi 02-14-88 12:38 pes 
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By TED HAAS' ' I 
Public Opinion staff writer 

Ke.onc.\h Plummer Sr. cried Nov. 22, · 
196 :, \", ~ :nillions of Americans when 
Lee i-\.;.('l ey Oswald killed President 
John f. Kennedy. 

Plummer, 930 Leidig Drive, was at 
Camp David that day, watching the te­
levision replay of the shooting. For se­
curity reasons, Plummer cannot say 
why he was there. 

"We were all just sitting there," he 
said. "I thought it would have been 
better if we had had somewhere to go, a 
chapel of some kind. It's been a dream 
of mine." 

More than 24 years later, Plummer is 
seeing to it that a chapel will be built for 
the 11c." of ~-,esidents, their guests and 
tt-e, ~,N \-f qt. th e Navy base used as a 
r f-<.s"il c.1\t-10. I (Hreat. Plumme,r is presi­
dent q ei~-P !)avid Chapel Fund Inc., a 
non·proftt corporation formed to raise 
funds for the chapel's construction. 

"The most important thing about this 
is the symbolism," Plummer said. "This 
is from the people of God, the church 
people of America, to the president of 
America." . ' 

Plummer was on his way to the site in' 
Maryland this morning: He. planned tcr·· 
delineatz plans for the s·tructd.re in the 
wooded '::ie-'-'tion selected last summer. 

Const-,ct- 11on of the 150-seat non-de- · · · ;· ·- ·, . . Public Opinion!~ o.Lo11e11 

nominat.:u,oal chapel should take about Kenneth Plummer Sr. shows a model of the proposed Camp David chapel. 
eight months and could begin as earl)' as · · 
spring, if the $750,000 to U million in circles, serving as president of the Na- Camp David was called Shangri-La by 
contributions is raised by then. Plum- tional Lay Leaders Association for the! President Franklin D._ Roosevelt du.ring 
mer said some money has been donated United Methodist Church and lay leader World War ll. \: . 
to the corporation due to. word-of:-•. for the church's Central Pennsylvania ' · Plummer used the site before Roose- ' 
mouth, but declined to say how much. Conference. He is also on the boards or velt, though. · He spent many winter · 

"We ·won't tie putting on~a big cam-· trustees for Wesley Theological Semi- weekends as a Boy Scout, then as a Boy 
paign for this. We'll try to keep it to nary in Washington, D.C., and_Lebanon Scout leader, camping in the fom1er Cl-
personal contacts with individuals and Valley College. . .· · . · . · - vilian Conservation Corps cabins. 
churches/ ' .. , • .. , , . .. . . The Navy accepted the offer from , A retired b_uilder, Plummer, 64, 

The work will be done by contractors Plummer in October, after getting a nod works part tiine for his sou and spends 
from Chambersburg, Waynesboro and from President Re·agan. . . the rest of his time working for the 
Hagerstown, Md. An organ from Moller . "They tell me Nancy (Reagan) is in church, he said. He was a builder from 

~ , Organ Co;·, Hagerstown, will be placed . favor of the chapel, too. And the per~ .. 1946 to·. 1982.,.-: ;: . . : : . l 'J : - ·:_ . 

in the chapel . . _ . .. . _,,. , . sonnel at the base is excited about it."; ·. . The design feature · that will set it ! . Plummer said his decision came at the ·. Plummer said. "It•s difficult, and get- apart from other buildings there will be 
. urging people on the · corpocation's ting more difficult all the tim~, for a the bell tower, designed so worshippers 

n board of directors; His board comes president to attend church because of a will enter the chapel by walking under 
!-< from across the United States. . . . security· problem: ·· . · ·, :·.~-' / ···, .: the Navy bell, the only item the govern-
~ · ~ "They told me we could raise the "The security of Camp David allows rnent is providing for the project.-

money. We'll take contributions from presidents to vacation there, so these- .· He said~ the project •· shows unity. 
any church or individual - a true gilt curity of the secret camp will allow ·,' "Like in the Pledge of.Allegiance:• . . . 
from America's people of faith." them to worship there without all the ·· one nation under-God .. .' We're :::.· 

r» .,..., ..., ,, ~ ic w,,11 . 1.-.,"wn in ,..,, l; ci"'?~ ""r tiritY nrnhle mc. . " united under Gorl in this nrnif>c-t ." 
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By Donnie Radcliffe 
W» hinllfon P081 Stoff Writer 

A $500,000 wood and glass chapel will 
be built by fall at Camp David, the 
Catoctin Mountains presidential 

retreat, a White House spokeswoman said 
yesterday. 

The privately funded, 150-seat, 
octagonal facility was proposed to 
Preeident Reagan last fall by Kenneth 
Plummer, a retired area builder. 

"As a Boy Scout he used to camp in the 
area before Shangri-La (later renamed 
Camp David) was ;ieveloped. It had long 
been a dream of his," said Elaine Crispen. 
Nancy Rea1an's press secretary. 

Reagan not only approved Plummer's 
idea, but also made the first contribution...a...­
$1,000-to the nonprofit corporation 
Plummer set up to handle what Crispen 
called "discreet" fund raising. After 
Reagan's okay, Crispen said, the secretary 
of the Navy, which oversees the operation 
of Camp lnvid, authorized construction. 

Plans call for a separate bell tower 
through which worshipers will enter. The 
bell will be a ship's bell selected from an as 
yet undesignated Navy ship. The exact 
construction site, to be chosen by 
President and Mrs. Reagan, will be west of 
Linden Cott.ate, a pest house for visiting 
staff and others. 

Crispen said that services will be 
conducted regularly for the president, his 
family, guests, staff and military troops 

Tnt: WASHINGTON POST 

MSIIINGTON MYS 

The Bells of Camp David: Going to the Chapel 
stationed there. The interfaith services will 
be conducted by visiting military chaplains 
and guest civilian clergy. 
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I onung Herald 

oviets watch 
uper Bowl 

1 Gettysburg 
mericanski" game a hit 
-:TTY~BL RG. Pa 1AP ) - To a So\lel cul• 

r: t' lt'~Jte ·.1. atctun"' ·· \m~ncanslu football" 
-,~a, the , up,r Bo" ! embodled the Amer-
1.' ha r:H:~e r 
.. ;>i.1 \ t'rs Jre , er~ :;tronl!l:, ,.er~• tough." said 
, \ ~unsuk. aclln~ head of the t S -Cana­
c-1tute ,n •he St; ,·iet \llJUSIJ; of f oreign 
,r~ r:H•r,bod, 1,1,a nts to be ~o I .. 
-n..:ul-. .1 :1d d lloien oth~r members of the So,·• 
'. ,:i t'k! :1:1on Jttended a Super 80-..11 pany at 
, .. bur2 1 ·oue~e. '4here they '"'~re meeung 
l '.' 11e lt>lla tes commemorating 30 , ears of 
~:i , t•, r hange 
t' i-:1 .~ :iho,.er Wor ld \Hairs [nsutute "-pen • 
! : he 'our -Oa , :-.em1nar, b1Ued as !. he !1r st 
t!1.-.cJss1on oi lhe impact and future •>f cuJ­
t' \ i. !'l,1n ll(e 

1rti, ,.; ._ r re!1.lk. :i fo rmer hocke~ ~nal.le on 
. .... tel 1 1\~ mpu.: :ea rn . ,.aid he adnured ~he 

•:-.: hit ' t' •.; be 1r. !P°t'dt ph~ .:ic :11 condJtlon to 
.s i j :r.t' Jk~ th.ls. · he .;41d ~hrough cln lllt ttr • 
•r 
~:- '. ..I.kt' hod \tt~ :,ou ha\e to be a real man to 
, ~1:- ..:.1rr.e. · ,aid 1'tPtl J.k. . .,., ho 1s the coach or 
.-•:: r:1 : \:"'.1 1\ Ice ll ofkey Club ·The t.>nly 

: 1 ..!<.,r. • ·u,.e joout \ mt'!'1l'an root ball tS there 

-~r:-: K.r.i.11..SO, . dt"pl. t~ r11.ret.·to r t.> f the L' S • 
•CJ {n:-: 1:'..i: r , u~e:i'. t t'd : .tk.rng i he L' S pas• 
: ... !ht! ~O\ ,et L ruon 

1~, t,e ""Vmeum~ \ OU ;houtd tr • to on~aruze 
, ~b1lion game m \tosco\o\ : · he said 
J.t.rulj()\ "'ho a year ago ended a :ie\'en-year 

Jl the So,,et f.mbassy LIi Wa.,tungton. 
11lt.>d he \o\as not 1mpart1aJ 
"' as a ran of the Redskins for many years." 

11d 
rol Kefalas. a spokeswoman ror Gett)·sburg 
-~e. said the Umlllg of the cullural exchange 
nar made !he Super Bowl party a natural . 
· , ou ttunk. or the number of .\mencan.s who 
,. :1ed up ,., th the game. 1t makes perfect 
,. · she said . 
,,,_,g the tr sta~ at Gell) sburg College. mem­
ol the So\'let deltt '§a llon toured Lancaster 
•·. ·~ \ mt.Sh countrv a.nd the nearb,· Eisen­

-· fi rm Jnd Gettvsburg bat t!eheld.s · 
<1J :, :he de!e~a :es "' 'U \ea\'e fo r Wa!!hlngton. 
~,. :he~ '-' ill :ittend a \;Jtlonal G~o~aptuc 

,·, rubtt 
con-r.ess ,onal breakfast bn ehng "' as 

., ed for Tuesda) morrung. foUo"ed by an 
- ;1,1Q r. ~ecepllon Jt ihe So\ 1et F.. mbass~ Tht' 
'!" ~ dr tt'iallon "' ~l ,cheduled to lea\·e r.he 
\-,,! :-, ta,i::- rm \I. l"dnesda~ 
t- t°!'tl~ t"d States and So\let L' ruon s1~ ed t he 
,d· . .1n2e J :f.'"t't' !llent Jan :!7. 1958. beginrung 
•ur nuflc proJt'C!S and cln exchange or art. 
..1~ J:-:d :icholars 

... ·,qr.~ the :-,o, 1tl 10\'as1on or . .\ rghantstan. 
:-...:: t"d :-- t d l t' aUO\o\~ the agreement to expire 
· t·nd of 1979 \ nt! '-' a!{:"eemenl was :,1gned 

1ker to bring 
en1ories to Hood 
, :11r:RICK .. \Id - \s a ,oungster in 

•: , ,11: t' . \a . Russell Baker looked across 
•,,tcrr. Jt.' R 1, t> r \O Bruns" 1ck. \ Id . ·a.s dlS-
1:-;tl :"i1rr. J n l1c .i pl J Ct' dS f e\'@r e~ cted to 

" t"'J!ll1er r nzt> . .,., 1nniniiz Jathor and \e"' 
T1 mt' ,;; 1..'l)l umrust "' 'il he close to ht.> me 

·r ,"' '4ht'n !'le.> ,l)t':.ik.s Jt flood C\JUege in 
·: r :r k 
,.,d ., !":o:--e rn r.:mt.'nts about lhe btg c it y of 
··,qd.: .,ppe:.i r m hJs DQOk. ·1; rov. m~ I p.· 1s 
1:-1 ~i.: .J :i ;,an f) f J ,:1J l! t>~e cour,;e ~u1lt 
,~ 't',t· · ~1·1~l' ')f ,·; :- •, '-' ml( up tn \ ml'rica 
:-.ili,1,. 't" '. !...., the -iton 1f a ; ouni~ bo~ m !he 

. -' 1: ...: · h•• l ll•.J1 h •>1 r.1:- · ..1 : :-,t.'r ..\ n\·r! ik A a:-. 

- ·•d ·t.•· ' . .:1111 , :T: O\• '(I ' 1> 'l'"' .J .- r "'° ' ., nd 
, H., ,,. .. ,r., •hi :-:·· .: •· ,, I ••·:' r• • .. .. ••• •1 

1 r1-~tate ~e«' ti on E 
\londay, February I. 1988 H agers\0 11, n. 

.--~ . 
.. --<. ~ 

•• .,,,... .,.f ~ -

,,. _,,.- ~ , . ..:~ ... 

• ·!:~~~H~~~i: "., · 
"'id~~,.-2- ,/ 
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Contractor KenMlh Plummer. of Chambersburg, Pa .. shows his 
drawing of the c:t,apel that he is planni1>9 to build at Camp David In 

Thurmont. Md. Plummer hopes to get donation, from cl'turch1. so 
that many religions can lie involved in the project. 

A cha~~l for preside·nts 
Chambersburg man 
working to build 
Camp David chur~h 
By LOLA DEMMA 
Stall Writer 

1: H,\\IB ERSBL"RG . Pa - Before years end. 
CJ.mp Da \ 1d " ill ha\'e a place "'here \ ts1 ttng presi­
dents can " orsrup. ,f KeMeth Plummer s plan 
\o\ Orks out 

Plummer is tr) 1ng to bwld a -- chapel rrom the 
;,t'<)ple .. 

The :;em1-rettrl'd con.st r'Jct1on contrJctor rrom 
Ch.mbersbur~ hopes lo , ,,se 1;;0.000 from church 
orgaru,.auons to ~ulll a sm• U chop,! ,n Camp Da\ld. 
the pres1denu al ~e!J '4 a~ m the ColOl 'lin \lountams 
near Thurmont. \Id 

\s a bwldrn1t contrac!or. P!umr.it>r ~as '4 orkt>d 
for :. he ft"'derai 1,;o·, t"rn ment orr Jnd on ;-;met> thti 
E1~nnou:oit' \ dm1:ustra t1on 

:,;o rr.t' uf ~s firms A•Jrk hct s ~t"n at 1· Jr:1p Oa\·1d 
\ s a rt> h11.1 ou:, ~rson. P'.'J :nmt' r "a id. ht' ,~ as 

st rUl'k b, 1 !"1 1:" fJc t :hat :htre ts no Lh:J:-l"h at the 
pldl'e thjt the pre~1dfnt , 1!-1L'i :;o \J (tt1 n 

" ( fell If ~here :; a.~ ~ ;>ia"':e "~ ~t"~tect .i Lh<,p,e l. "' e 
1..·e :-'.a mJ~ :-iet"d 1t :...~ : ht'rt' " ht'rt" '.. he ht:>:Jd!' uf our 
go\emmen! :T.t't:' l \'.'!d. j ,:-:o for 1,ur m1!1tJr~ j)t!'rson­
nel v. ho an~ !her ? · 

His (1rst .:t t' p ·., J , ' 'l Jj::prJ .... l'h offu.:tals at 1: .,mp 
DJ, 1d '-'I th !ht> 101:'.s •i f ;- :1:.,::-.J: :nllne~ fr 'lm 1.:hurches 
•.o bu i ld J r !"IJpt•l 

Tht? :-e tr~ .s t t:- _, ~1 .. :-i1_, --t•t·urPd , ,H J i .... uppon 
F.,1..·1l1t ~ J:-:<!n ,_. Jr.-:: -:- ., :-1! 1f 'he 't't.' !"Ptnr ~ oi the 
, ,t \ \ 

A closeup of the sketch for lhe Camp David chapel 
'4 1th tht" ;>t-up1t• ' J' h r:t'<1 :he:-t· Ae:-t• .'i~:;>f ·.J . ... ..:,-: 
·.1mi: :hrf')u·.z!": .r.v . •·:-:::t~t•r.t J i n-d :a~ 

·f hf' ..: :..~ \· <,•Hi 4 t''lt ' hr1t.: .;:-: ' ht' , :-.. 1tn ,~ ~ l r-1 
:nand [n • •1..· , h, ·:- ': t• :-t-1..t' l'••'(I .1 :r !:t•; ;:-r, !'!'1 ,n· •. 
:"'t't.' !"P'.t f\ : 1;1":r A .. :,h J r ~:.,:ir .: : !':. 1'. if '?'i t" , :--.. ,pt.-: 
\\P rt.' ~u1!t. A d )b 4 •• J :d. Jl'!." t- pl 1t ..l 'I ,I ~, r: '.,) ·.r. t.• 
L ru tt'tl , tJ'l'' 1:0•, ,·'.""'l r.".rn t 

, inn • r :-t' ~111.-r-.: ~·~ 1:--..... un D R1,1,.-. t> \ t1 I: f!:- -t '.) JW 
:he :--: 11 .. r. : .1 :~ ·P::- • J' , :io.,..n 'hen t 'I ,1-;a :, ~n .. .1 . 

;lr "-' ..;1Ct>r,t. ... ; _. ·. ,• ·: \·.,- ... :-t'd ·.t,;;1~.,; :o 1· .s :-np ! •.: , ht 
•Aht'rt' 'hr , . • ,n :-· .1m frtt ') f pubut.· , 1t'v. .1:'til 
rrJn:pt-d ... ;t. 'Jrl i. ' ~ ,·.,., ures 

Thti c u~1 p ., -:J rn t' ·4as ch:rn15t-d ~' P:-1·~1tit· !'! t 
Dv. ,~ht D l-:1.'<' r,!':uv. t r . .., ho CdUt"\l tf 1t i' o:r ~1.~ 

~ :indson. l) J \ 1d 1-:1~ •"lho"' er 
r n •:mit'n t Jnd \I :-:,; Rona ld Rfag<rn ha\ e -.t>-..n J 

:Tiodt'I .) ( ' ht' !,'41-, ,•.tl i( !as.s Jnd '4 0c id .:'l.q"' i 'h.tl 
P!ummt'r m tt"nt.!.' · 0 :1ui ,d 

l' --,. ~, ,:,-n• . i :-! i! \1r.- Rt:'(la:.,n ::.1 , -: -~.t · ;: ; .. ; ,., :i'. "f 
~; ,,., · .. ,.. 1·• ! ..... t:' ·1· 11 .1!1r.,.: f .. nd. :'l t" .. .11d 
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~ ZJAv--,a Cbtpe/ 

A Gift To The United State• from The People 

INTRODUCTION ........••..........• Mr. Plummer 

THE PSAIBS •.......••.•••.....•... Reverend Farmer 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION ..•••••.•.••• Reverend Farmer 

LORD Is PRAYER •.••••••.•••••••••.. Unison 

•Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdo• come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from ·evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen." 

SCRIPTURE READING ..•.•••••••.•.• Responsive 

The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein; 

for he has founded it upon the peas, 
and established it upon the rivers. 

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to what is 
false, and does not swear deceitfully. 

He will receive blessing from the lord. 
and vindication fro• the God of his 
salvation. 

Such is the generation of those who seek him. 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, o gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

that the king of glory may come in. 
Who is this king of glory? 

The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
Psalm 24:1 

__...,...,. 
C#Hl-p ZJAv--,a Cnape/ 

A Gilt To The United State• from The People 

Prayer of Thanksgiving ...... Senior Chief Chrisman 

Breaking of Ground .......... President Reagan 
Mrs. Reagan 
Mr. Kenneth Plummer 

Closing of Prayer ••••....••• Responsive 

Almighty and everlasting God, in communion with 
the saints in all ages, and remembering the 
heritage that has been given us, we offer thee 
our praise and thanksgiving. 

o Lord hear our prayer. 
and 

faith: 
in the 

Help us to accept the privilege 
r~sponsibility of this thy fellowship of 
here may we keep the unity of the Spirit 
bond of peace. 

So we may fulfill the law of love. 
Enable us, by thy grace, to dedicate ourselves 
this day to the solemn task which thou dost lay 
upon our hearts and consciences. 

In all that we do, be thou, o Lord, our 
strength and help. 

Reveal to us the beauty of thy perfect law and 
the joy of our living Lord, that with glad hearts 
we may show forth our thankfulness, and serve 
thee all our days to the glory of the blessed 
name. 

Parting Blessing ...........•..... Rev. Farmer 
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The Chapel is being built by Camp David Chapel 
Fund, Inc., a non-profit organization formed 
solely for the purpose of building a Chapel at 
the Presidential Retreat. It will be 
accomplished by gifts received from persons of 
all faiths. The Chapel will be a gift to the 
United States, "One nation under God" and will be 
for the use of the President, his family, guests, 
and Camp David personnel. The Chapel will stand 
as a symbol of our religious foundation at the 
place where the leaders of our great country have 
and will continue to visit and make important 
decisions concerning the well-being and future of 
our country. 

The Chapel bell comes from the USS ENDICOTT (DD-
495), a destroyer that was launched in April of 
1942, the same month Shangri-La (now camp David) 
was selected personally by Franklin Roosevelt as 
the Presidential Retreat. ENDICOTT served in 
hostile action in the European theatre in World 
War II most notably rescuing two British gunboats 
by sinking two German corvettes. She also 
escorted President Roosevelt embarked in USS 
QUINCY (CA-71) from Yalta in 1945. Immediately 
after the Japanese surrender she led the task 
force to sweep all the mines from the Yellow Sea. 
In Korea she provided considerable escort and 
direct fire support for numerous operations 
including the Inchon Landing. She was 
decommissioned on August 17, 1954. 

President .•.•••.•••.•......• Ronald Reagan 
First Lady ......••.......... Nancy Reagan 
Commanding Officer .......... CDR J.A. Broaddus 
Camp David Chapel Fund Inc .. Ken H. Plummer Sr. 

Board of Directors ........ Bishop Felton E. May 
Dr. Arthur Peterson 
Wayne Smithey 

Presiding Minister ..... . .... Rev. James Farmer 



Kenneth H. Plummer, Sr. 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
President 

Wayne H. Smithey 
' Bethesda, Maryland 

Director 

Dr. Arthur L. Peterson 
St Petersburg, Florida 
Director 

A Gift To The United States From The People 

CAMP DAVID CHAPEL FUND, INC. l 930 LEIDIG DR. J CHAMBERSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17201 0 717-264-5739 



By MARY GABRIF.L 
BALTIMORE (UPI) A retired Pennsylvania contractor says he finally 

has time to realize-his dream to build a chapel at the presidential 
retreat at Camp David, Md. By the year's end, that dream should bec~me a 
150-seat reality with an adjoining Navy bell tower. 

The Camp David Chapel will be the first religious center at the 
wooded Maryland retreat. Previously, presid~nts have attended religious 
services at nearby Thurmont when at Camp David. 

But Kenneth Plummer, who came up with the idea, said important 
decisions are made at Camp David and immediate spiritual guidance could 
come in handy. 

"I felt if there's any place we needed a chapel, we certainly need 
it up there where the heads of our government meet," he said in a phone 
interview. "It's a dream of mine. I just thought we needed a chapel at 
Camp David, and because it was started as a temporary retreat and j?st 
kind of grew, a chapel was not a high priority." 

Since President Franklin D. Roosevelt had the mountain retreat, , 
"Shangri La," built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1940s, 

heads of state have visited the heavily wooded retreat free of public 
view. 

The camp's name was changed by President Dwight Eisenhower, who 
renamed it after his grandson, David Eisenhower. 

The chapel project at the Naval Support Facility has been given the 
go-ahead by Navy Secretary James Webb Jr. a~ the first donation of 
$1,000 came from President and Nancy Reagan, who say they support the 
plan. 

The chapel, expected to cost $750,000, is to be built exclusively 
with private donations, Plummer said, except for a bell for the 
structure's tower. 

"We will have a large Navy bell, that's the one thing I've asked 
the government to give me," he said. 

The structure will be made of rough oak siding with a cedar 
shingled roof, in keeping with the other buildings at the camp nestled 
in the Catoctin Mountains. The eight-sided structure will have a 
rectangular sanctuary, a small artt\eX and stone patio. 

"The chapel will be right in the immediate area of the lodging, 
you could say within a block from the president's housing," Plummer 
said. 

The services will be interdenominational, with Navy religious 
personnel administering the services. 

A Chamersburg, Pa., architectural firm, Noelker and Haull 
Associates, have been hired to finalize the plan. 

--Donations can be made to the Camp David Chapel Fund, 930 Leidig 
Drive, Chambersburg, Pa., 17201. 

adv sun feb 14 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Chapel at Camp David 

The Camp David Chapel will be an inter-faith place of worship to 
be constructed on a site selected by President and Mrs. Reagan 
just west of Linden Cottage. Preliminary drawings reveal an 
octagonal structure with a separate bell tower through which 
worshipers will enter. The bell will be one which was previously 
used on a ship of the U.S. Navy fleet. Construction will be 
completed in the fall of 1988. 

The chapel will be set into the woods of Camp David and translu­
cent windows will be used in lieu of stained glass to provide a 
sense of oneness with nature. The structure will be positioned 
to avoid the removal of any large trees during construction. 

The project was suggested by Mr. Kenneth H. Plummer, Sr., who is 
a life-long resident of the local area. As a small Boy Scout he 
camped on the area that now encompasses Camp David before 
"Shangri-La" was developed during the term of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Mr. Plummer has established a non-profit corporation (Camp David 
Chapel Fund, Inc.) which will conduct a discreet fund-raising 
campaign and construct the chapel. His goal is to raise 
$500,000. The Secretary of the Navy has authorized the con­
struction and has accepted the completed chapel as a gift to the 
United States for the use of the First Family and the troops 
stationed at Camp David. 

The first contribution was received from President and Mrs. 
Reagan. ~ \ '+f /000 . 00 . 
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By Donnie Radcliffe 
W'3hinAlon Post Slall Wrilc r 

A $500,000 wood and glass chapel will 
be built by fall at Camp David, the 
Catoctin Mountains presidential 

retreat, a White House spokeswoman said 
yesterday. 

The privately funded, 150-seat, 
octagonal facility was proposed to 
President Reagan last fall by Kenneth 
Plummer, a retired area builder. 

"As a Boy Scout he used to camp in the 
area before Shangri-La (later renamed 
Camp David) was .:leveloped. It had long 
been a dream of his," said Elaine Crispen, 
Nancy Reagan's press secretary. 

Reagan not only approved Plummer's 
idea, but also made the first contribution--­
$1,000-to the nonprofit corporation 
Plummer set up to handle what Crispen 
called "discreet" fund raising. After 
Reagan's okay, Crispen said, the secretary 
of the Navy, which oversees the operation 
of Camp D3vid, authorized construction. 

Plans call for a separate bell tower 
through which worshipers will enter. The 
bell will be a ship's bell selected from an as 
yet undesignated Navy ship. The exact 
construction site, to be chosen by 
President and Mrs. Reagan, will be west of 
Linden Cottage, a guest house for visiting 
staff and others. 

Crispen said that services will be 
conducted regularly for the president, his 
family, guests, staff and military troops 

Tm: WASHINGTON POST 

WASIIINCTON WAYS 

The Bells of Camp David: Going to the Chapel 
stationed there. The interfaith services will 
be conducted by visiting military chaplains 
and guest civilian clergy. 
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Backst~ir• at the White House adv weekend jan 30-31 (605) By 
HELEN THOMAS UPI White House Reporter .,/' 

WASHIRG~ON (UPI)_ President and Mrs. Reagan are thrilled with the 
idea of sponsoring the building of a $500,000 privately financed 
interfaith chapel at rustic Camp David, where they spend nearly every 
weekend when they are in the Washington area. 

The idea of a chapel at the presidential retreat is a dream come 
true for Kerneth Plummer, 64, Chambersburg, Pa., who used to go camping 
on the mountaintop grounds when it was dubbed "Shangri la" by Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, the first president to use the site as a weekend hideawav. 

Plummer, a Methodist, got in touch with Navy officers who operate -
Camp David and they passed his proposal to the president. The Reagans 
contributed $1,000 to the project, which is envisioned as a 150-seat 
octagonal-shaped wood-and-glass chapel. 

Plummer will set up a non-profit corporation and concentrate his 
money-raising among "the church people of America to the president of 
America," said Elaine Crispen, the first lady's press secretary. 

Speaking of the Reagans, Crispen said, "They thought it would be a 
marvelous gift to future presidents." 

Sunday services are regularly held at Camp David in the gymnasium 
of the compound and attended by Navy men and Marines. 

Aides indicated the Reagans have not attended the services in their 
seven years of going to Camp David. The Reagans do not attend church 
services in Washington because, aides say, they do not want to put other 
worshippers through the security ordeal. 

After Reagan approved the project, the navy secretary authorized 
the construction, which is expected to be completed by the fall in time 
for the Reagans to use it before the president leaves office. 

"Mrs. Reagan is thrilled with the idea," said Crispen, adding the 
first lady had received a letter from Plummer thanking her for the 
Reagans' "generous gift." 

-White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater wanted to hand out the 
president's State of the Union address Monday evening in time for 
reporters to handle without undue pressure. 

He told reporters they would get the text at 5 p.m. EST and the 
speech would be for release at 9 p.m. Instead, he was overruled, 
apparently by Tom Griscom, the communications director, and others who 
told Fitzwater that his predecessor, Larry Speakes, never released the 
State of the Union address to reporters until 6:30 p.m. and therefore he 
would have to follow suit. The speech actually did not become available 
until 7 P••• 

So the shadow of Speakes hangs over the White House and Fitzwater 
has to follow in his footsteps if the inner circle has anything to do 
with it. 

-There is a speci,al book that is passed on through the years at the 
White House to each succeeding press spokesman. It has a compedium of 
answers to give when the spokesman wants to evade, sidestep and avoid 
outright lying. 

"Not to my knowledge" is one. "When we have something to 
announce, we will announce it," is another. 

Sometimes, press officers simply avoid answering questions by 
skipping briefings. Fitzwater is more loath than any spokesman in recent 
times to take the podium, although he does well and keeps his 
cool when he is prepared. 

Of course, nothing can replace a presidential news conference and 
hearing the word from the leader himself. But President Reagan ha■ not 
had a news conference since Oct. 22, and he has become more and aore 
reluctant to answer questions at any time, any place, unless he i• 
programmed to do so. 
adv weekend jan 30-31 

upi 01-29-88 05:08 aes 
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Contractor Kenneth Plummer. of Chambersburg, Pa .. shows his 
drawing of the chapel that he is planning to build at Camp David In 

H agersto" n. \l e 

Thurmont Md. Plummer hopes to get donations from churchs, so 
that many religions can be involved In the pro ject. 

A chaP~I for preside·nts 
Chambersburg man 
working to build 
Camp David chur~h 
By LOLA DEMMA 
StaH Writer 

( HA \IB ERSBL' RG. Pa - Before ,·ear's end. 
Camp Da\ld \\Ill ha\e a place 'A here \ \Siting presi­
dents can --orslup. 1f Kenneth Pl ummer s plan 
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Plummer LS trying to bwld a "chapel fro m the 
;,eople .. 

The :;em1-ret1red construction contractor from 
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near Thurmont. \fd 
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A closeup o f the sketch fo r lhe Camp David chapel 

'14 1th the ;>t-opi t.· i 'J'l•int>d then: ,,.,err ~t:':;>fu: ,n ~t". 
1.10111. ~hr 1JuiZh a::o•. ,·::1mt.· nl J l rC'd :a pe 

'fhe ,;u4t•-.;,1,Hi . .,. ,.'lt thr 'li; l.'.r. ' ht- ,_; .. 11n t f r;,r., 

mand [n • •t'., ht• r ht• :-t.-1..t- l\t-"O J '.t-li t.·:- ':--Gm \rl' •. 

:--t'cret.tr\ :.1:-r.t'" .i. .-nh J r .;!;1'.1r .: :r..1t 1f th~ 1.r:.,~! 
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By TED HAAS' . I 
Public Opinion staff writer 

Keouc.\h Plummer Sr. cried Nov. 22, · 
196 ; \iKL :nillions of Americans when 
Lee \-\~.Ney Oswald killed President 
John f . Kennedy. 

Plummer, 930 Leidig Drive, was at 
Camp David that day, watching the te­
levision replay of the shooting. For se­
curity reasons, Plummer c~nnot say 
why he was there. 

"We were all just sitting there," he 
said. "I thought it would have been 
better if we had had somewhere to go, a 
chapel of some kind. It's been a dream 
of mine." 

More than 24 years later, Plummer is 
seeing to it that a chapel will be built for 
the ll '-,, of "' ,esidents, their guests and 
tr·,e. ~~tf «¼-the Navy base used as a 
p(-t'a>-.lt1\n•I ( H reat. Plummer. is presi­
dent q l)11-4.p David Chapel Fund Inc. , a 
non-proftt. corporation formed to raise 
funds for the chapel's construction. 

"The most important thing about this 
is the symbolism," Plummer said. " This 
is from the people of God, the church 
people of America, to the president of 
America." · , . 

Plummer was on his way to the site in' 
Maryland this morning: .He. planned to~· 
delineau- pPns for the· stiuct-d.re in the 
wooded '!,e,c.i;ion selected last summer. 

. . . I' •- . ; _ • Public Oplnlanl~ DeLNtdl 

Kenneth Plummer Sr. shows a model of the proposed Camp David chapel. 
Cons,1><:l- 11 0 n of the 150-seat non-de­

nominat..\.oal chapel should take about 
eight months and could begin as early as 
spring, if the $750,000 to $1 million in circles, serving as president of the Na- · Camp David was called Shangri-La by 
contributions is raised by then. Plum- tional Lay Leaders Association for the- President Franklin D. Roosevelt du.ring 
mer said some money has been donated United Methodist Church and lay leader World War II. · \: . · 
to the corporation due to: word-of-.. for the church ·s Central Pennsylvania·' · Plummer used the site before Roose- : 
mouth, but declined to say how much. Conference. He is also on the boards of velt, though.· He spent many winter • 

"We ·won't be putting on.a big cam- · trustees for Wesley Theological Semi- weekends as a Boy Scout, then as a Boy · 
paign for this. We'll try to keep it _to nary in Washington, D.C., and Lebanon Scout leader, camping in the former Cl· 
personal contacts with individuals and Valley College. . , _ .. _. .. ·· -. vilian Conservation Corps cabins. 
churches," . . , :_., 1 • .. • . The Navy accepted the offer from , A retired builder, Plummer, 64, 

The work will be done'by contractors Plummer in October, after getting a nod works part time for his son and spends 
from Chambersburg, Waynesboro and from President Re·agan. . . . . _ the rest of ~is time _workin_g for the 
Hagerstown, Md. An organ from Moller . • "They tell me Nancy (Reagan) is in church, he said. He was a builder from 
Organ _Co:, Hagerstown, will be placed· .. favor of. the chapel, too. And the per~ ... 1946 to . 198~--: :· . .-·: .; ·J ; - ·; . . 

in the chapel. . _ ·. . · _,.. . , . sonnet at the base is excited about it.' '; · . _ The·- design feature, that will set it 
. Plur~mer said his decision came at the·. Plummer said. "It's difficult, and get-' apart from other buildings there will be 
urging people on the ' corpocation 's ting more difficult all the ~~. for a· the bell tower, designed so worshippers 
board of directors; His board comes president to attend church because of a will enter the chapel by walking under 
from across the United States. .. _ . security· problem:•. · · _- · ·.;;:J\f-·· , .: · the Navy bell, the only item the govern-
~ "They told me we could raise the "The security of Camp David · allows ment is providing for the project.-

: money .. We'll take contributions from presidents to vacation there, so these- .'. He said~ the project. •· shows unity. 
any church or individual ·.- a true gift curity of the secret camp will allow ·· "Like in the Pledge of. Allegiance: • . . . 
from America's people of faith." them to worship there without all the ·: one nation under-God .. .' We' re 2- · 

r-,.,'TI...., ,., ~ i" "'"11 -t- .,"wn ir, rr,!ici"' I" c::"r11ritY r,rnhle mc; ." united under G0<i in this prnif'C't ." 
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