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SECTION: EDITORIALS LENGTH: MEDIUM 

COOLING OFF HANDGUN HOTHEADS 

A modest attempt to control the Proliferation of hand9uns among felons, 
*drug*addicts and others unfit to handle them responsibly will come before the 

House next week and deserves speedy enactment. The Brady Amendment to the 1968 
Gun Control Act is named for James Brady, the White House Press spokesman 
severely wounded in the attempt on President Reasan~s life in 1981, and for 

his wife, Sarah, who has led the camPaisn to resulate hand9un use nationwide. 
The handgun measure is attached to HR 5210, the*Omnibus*Drug*Bill. It would 

not restrict any responsible adult/s right to own a handgun, nor does it 
create a form of national registration, as the National Rifle Association 
falsely su99ests in its hish-Powered camPaisn asainst the bill. It would 
simPlY re~uire a seven-day waiting Period before anvone could obtain a handsun 
from a licensed gun dealer, a Period durins which Police and court records 
would be checked to ensure the aPPlicant was not a convicted felon, 
certifiably mentally ill, a*drug*addict or anYone otherwise forbidden by law 
to own a handsun. 

Similar laws already exist in 22 states, including California. What makes a 
federal law necessary is the ease with which traffickers, notably street sanss 
and*drug*dealers, can buy firearms in states with lax controls -- like 
Florida, Texas or Ohio -- and sell them for handsome profits, or use them, in 
Places with stricter controls like California and New York. A number of 
convicted sun-traffickers now doins time admit that a waitins Period would 
have hindered their operations. 

None of that Persuades the NRA, which now opposes the kind of bill it 
supported in 1975, when Wisconsin imPosed a 48-hour waitins Period. Worse, the 
NRA has so misrepresented the facts about the measure that ReP. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr., a longtime NRA SUPPorter, has ansrilY denounced the 
orsanization's underhanded tactics. In one mailer to NRA members in 
Sensenbrenner's Wisconsin district, the NRA claims sun buYers ~'will be forced 

to ask a sovernment bureaucrat~s Permission~~ to Purchase a handsun. Not true: 
The bi 11 would for·tdd l ,:11:al author·ities, who would a.dminist1.H· the law, fr·om 
denYins a Permit for any reaso~ other than those already covered in federal or 
stati? law. 

The Bradv Amendment has widespread suPPort from every maJor law enforcement 
association and even from President Reasan, who usually sides with the NRA. 
Consress should enact it, then turn to another srowins menace: the spread of 
semi-automatic weaPons, which are turning some urban neishborhoods into 
shootins salleries. It~s scandalous that it~s easier to buy these murderous 
weapons than it is to obtain a driver ✓ s license. The NRA reJects such losic, 
of course, but the death toll on the nation~s streets cries out for speedy 
action by a more rational Congress. 

LAW 
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GUNNING DOWN GUN SANITY 

If any sun control measure could have Passed muster with a Consress that 
cringes every time the National*Rifle*Association*raises its voice, it should 
have been the Brady Amendment, a modest Plan to imPose a seven-day waiting 
Period for purchasers of handsuns. Law enforcement*associations*9ave strons 
SUPPort; even President Reagan endorses the waiting-period concept, Yet in the 
House on Thursday, the NRA won handily, 228-182. 

The Proposal had two maJor virtues: a coolins off Period to deter disturbed 
People who buy suns and sometimes kill on imPulse; and time for local 
authorities to determine if a would-be buYer had a criminal record, a record 
of mental illness or some other lesal bar to handgun ownershiP. As a tePid 
substitute, the House simPlY called on the Justice DePartment to Propose a 
national checking system that would weed out convicted felons onlY, a SYstem 
that will be difficult at best to imPlement. 

The amendment was named for James Bradv. the Presidential Press secretary 
sunned down and Permanently disabled by John Hinckley, an emotionally 

unbalanced youns man who Probably couldn't have bousht the eun he used had 
such a law been in force in 1981. Without a nationwide waitins Period, the 
John HinckleYs can so on buvins handsuns in the 28 states that make it as easy 
as buYins a bottle of whiskey; sun runners can continue movins their 
merchandise into the 22 states, like California, that have waitins Periods. 

California's 15-daY waiting Period helped catch some 1,500 felons trYins to 
buv handsuns in 1986, Powerful testimony to the wisdom of such a law. 
0PPonents say the Brady Amendment would be ineffectual because surveys show 
''onlY'' 20 Percent of those convicted of crimes committed with a hand9un 
buy their weapons lesallY in a sun shoP. But in a country where 20,000 or more 
People are killed by firearms every Year, 20 Percent is hardlv insignificant. 
What's most dismaYins is that, once asain, so many lawmakers were unable to 

overcome their fear of the well-he~led, bare-knuckled NRA, which blatantly 
misrepresented the amendment. What's encourasins is that so manY House members 
-- 182, includins Sacramento's R~bert Matsui and Vic Fazio -- found the 
courage to stand UP to the NRA's reckless barra9e. 
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Dear Coneress Please Go Home 
US: CONGRESS: EDITORIAL: 

IT WOULD BE a sood thing if Consress called it quits 
and went home, at least until election dav is Past. It 
could return to work then if it felt there was any 
unfinished business that couldn~t wait until next vear. 

Twice during the Past week, Congress demonstrated 
that in these Pre-election days it sometimes stoPs 
thinking about sood government when it Passes laws. What 
the maJoritY in both houses is doins instead is Panderins 
to single-issue minorities. 

First to fold was the Senate, where a maJoritY cast 
a cowardly vote to denY federally funded abortions to 
Poor women who are victims of raPe or incest. Senators 
who would not hesitate to opt for abortion if their own 
wives or daushters were victims of rape expediently voted 
to cons i en o th E! r· women to unto 1 d mi s ... =: r· ··..-. \ / I -

THEN IT WAS the turn of the House of ~V 
Representatives, where a maJoritY kowtowed to the 
National Rifle Association by reJectins a seven-day 
waitins Period for handgun Purchases. The week-lone delay 
was desiBned to give ansrY customers a chance to cool off 
and let Police see if they had criminal records. 

Every member of Consress knows a maJoritY of 
Americans have declared in Poll after Poll that they 
favor reasonable controls on handguns. But given a choice 
between voting the will of the maJoritY savins lives 

and obeYins the orders of the NRA 
seven weeks before election day, it's no contest. The sun 
makers, the sun Peddlers and the sun fanciers win every 
t i TT1<..=: ■ 

**END OF STORY REACHED** 
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'Iwo Ohio Democrats, Sen. Howard Met­
zenbaum and Rep. Edward Feighan have at­
tached gun-control amendments to sweeping 
anti-drug legislation in both houses. They 
predict the provisions will prevent drug traf­
fickers from buying handguns at the local 
gunshop. There is much that is laudable 
about the drug legislation in that it mandates 
the death penalty for drug kingpins. But the 
gun-control measures, which would impose 
a seven-day waiting period on all gun pur­
chases, are unliklely to keep guns out of the 
hands of drug pushers. 

The waiting period idea seems reason­
able. After all, 20 percent of the nation's gun­
toting felons purchase their weapons ille­
gally from legitimate gun dealers. 
Supporters of Metzenbaum-Feighan argue 
that the measure would enable these dealers 
to prevent such purchases. 

That's questionable, however, since the 
amendment doesn't require local law en­
forcement officials to conduct background 
checks of prospective gun purchasers dur­
ing the seven-day waiting period. 

The proposal requires all gun purchasers 
to sign sworn statements that dealers would 
turn into the authorities, who can keep them 
for 60 days, after which the law requires their 
destruction. Dealers must keep the forms for 
a year, long enough, one assumes, for the the 
police to pick up on any mistakes. There is no 
penalty for police who decide to keep the 
forms or information on them more than 60 
days, although they would violate the law by 
doing so. 

In generating all this paperwork, gun mer­
chants merely will duplicate efforts already 
required by federal law. Gun buyers now fill 
ut form 4473 which includes all the info r-

e uire Metzen aum-Feighan, 
and some it does not, me u mg e sen 
num , ro-del of a gun. Gun deal­
ers do not turn 4473s over to the police, as 
required of the form to be submitted pursu­
ant to Metzenbaum-Feighan, but they must 
keep them for 20 years in case the police need 
them for an investigation. 

Presumably, local authorities who want to 

do a background check under Metzenbaum­
Feighan would use the FBI's National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC), a databank of 
information on felons available to local 
authorities. Since the amendment doesn't 
mandate fingerprinting, NCIC can be 
checked only for identical names. Felons 
soon will figure out that the best way not to 
get caught is by using someone else's name 
when purchasing a firearm. 

With six million new and used guns sold 
annually, the NCIC would face a flood of new 
inquiries on top of the 7.7 million it must 
already process. Metzenbaum-Feighan won't 
decrease crime or drug trafficking, but will 
prompt local, state and federal authorities to 
waste an inordinate amount of time tracking 
down what in nine cases of ten will be useless 
leads, since most legally purchased hand­
guns are not used in felonies or drug crimes. 

The amendments raise a further troubling 
question. It imposes a waiting period on the 
majority of American states that have chosen 
not to have them. That is, it gives the local 
police powers that local citizens and legisla­
tures deliberately have not granted them. 
Such congressional encroachment on local 
government represents a real threat to the 
sanctity of local government and to the con­
cept of federalism. 

Rep. Bill McCollum has introduced a re­
form that is at once less burdensome and 
more likely to work. He would require the 
FBI to compile a list of all known felons and 
make it available to gun dealers for instanta­
neous identification at the time and place of 
purchase. His amendment would also send 
directly to jail any parollee or felon who pur­
chases a gun. 

Gun control, as has been proven time and 
again, never achieves its laudable goal of re­
ducing the supply and usage of handguns. It 
generally inconveniences law abiding citi­
zens while failing to punish lawless creeps. 
If Congress wants to crack down on drug 
related criminals, it must concentrate on 
punishing criminals with sufficient vigor to 
deter further crime. Forcing citizens to fill 
out more forms won't do the trick. 
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Minicams and Yoko~ 
e I'M DYING! QUICK GET A CAMERA: nan's wife, says a new biography depicting 
After he was sla · the dead Beatle as a dope fiend, anorexic and 
ach Tuesday at ~~~::~~~- ~~m~~h:o~w~anted out of his marriage is 
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lier quickly estab · tic license. I don't see 
Ward 2 D.C. Council uthor, Albert Goldman, 
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Democratic · nomination to the 4th District 
congressional seat, incumbent Pat Swindall 
vowed to wage a positive campaign against 
him. Then - scarcely missing a beat - Mr. 
Swindall challenged Mr. Jones to release 

· his arrest and driving records. No wonder 
one audience laughed recently when the 
congressman prefaced his remarks, saying: 
"I don 't believe in mudslinging.': 

In this race . as in all of Mr. Swindall's, 
the air is thick with mud and mendacity. 

Rep. Pal Swindall should be voted out · 
of office. Fortunately, Ben Jones offers 4th 
Distrirt voters an acceptable alternative . 

: There are two broad concerns in this race, 
. character and ideology. and Mr. Swindall 
fails spectacularly in both categories. 

Character .. Mr. S,,indall was elected in 
1984 after he falsely accused his right-lean­

. ing opponent, Elliott Levitas. of voting like 
'"a New York liheral. " The tactic - used by 
· a religious-right challenger against a Jewish 
incumbent - smacked of anti -Semitism . 

_Two years later, Mr. Swindall won re-elec­
tion in a campaign in which he repeatedly 
changed his stories about an old DUI arrest 
and a palatial home he was building. This 
year. thr congressman is in hot water be­
cause fed eral authorities say he was willing 
to borrow and he lp launder what · he 
thought was dru g money. He has adjusted 
hi s story about that several times. too. 

But what about Mr. Jooe!:;! Wasn 't he an 
alcoho.lfc for some y'ears? And did n't he 
have at least one minor scrape with the law 
after a barroom altercation? And doesn't he 
have several ex-wives? Yes, but Mr . Jones 
has conquered his demons. He says. hi s last 
drink was in 1977. He can proudly point 
now to a stable marriage. He has not tried 
to hide past problems. In short, Mr. Jones 
has demonstrated the character to turn a 
destructive life into a constructive .one. 

Ideology. Mr. Swindall has suckered for 
most of President Reagan 's pi e-in-the-sk~ 
panaceas. He supports a balanced-budget 
amendment, the Strategic Defense Initiative < 

and the no-new-taxes gimmick Although his 
district is one of the region·s most diverse, ~ 
the congress.nan is partial to the agenda of d 
the religiou s right, and is a particularly fl 
fierce opponent of abortion. His record is k 
mitigated to a degree by his recent work o_n S< 

behalf of the Cuban detainees. Still , the 4th 
District's voters could do better. 

Mr. Jones, untested as an officeholder, 
would ha\'e to learn on the job. But hi s 
mod erate views would better serw the 4th 
Distri ct 's myriad ethnic and rel1giou 
groups. Mr. Jones is pro-choice on aborti on. 
supports more low-income housing and is 
against th e Strategic Defense Initiative and 
a balanced-budget am~nd ment. 

As a congressman , Ben Jones would 
serve with integrity and moderation - \wo 
qualities Pat Swindall knows littl e about. 
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On Sept. 15., tl!e::U.S ... House killed an 
amendment that woulc;I ·have imposed a na­
tional seven-day waiting period for the pur­
chase of handguns. again bowing to pres­
sure from the National Rifle Association 

· (NRA). Within seven days of that vote: 

■ A Lakeland , Fla .. first-grader brought 
a handgun to school and waved it around at 
schoolmates. 

■ Rioting was touched off in Shreveport, 
La ., when a woman who allegedly was seek­
ing to buy drugs retaliated for having her 
purse snatched by pulling a handgun and 
firing shots that fatally wounded a man. 

• • I · ■ In Los Angell!s, a gunman who was up-
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set that a neighborh0od cat ate rabbits he roic 1 

raised to feed to a pe·t · alligatcfr wo4nded . \\ 
six people when he open~d fire at passing ing Ol 

cars. The incident ended" when th e man say "1 

killed himself. co_ver 
F . I . I d ' 1· rr· th Jnk ■ 1ve peop e, 1~c u mg.a po ice o 1ce r. peopl€ 

were killed when an emotionally di sturbed alcoho 
man arm ed with a handgun we1~t on a jail. Ia 
shooting spree at a Chicago auto parts store reinfo~ 
and a nearby school. not us 

praise 
Will the Congress ever get the message 

from such incidents? Or wm it continue to 
be so busy listening to NRA arguments 
against any gun control meas1,1res .. that it 
can't take note of the tragic hav9c firearms 
are wreaking across this nat.ion? · 
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A NOTH ER HAITIAN president has now 
tx>en loaded at gunpoint onto a plane head­
ed out of the country, and another general 

has replaced him. There is little visible reason to 
th in k that the new leadership, under Lt. Gen. 
Prosper Avril. represent s any great improvement 
over ib pn·decessors. Ha iti has now had four 
regimes in the past year, the last three, including 
the new one, rulin~ in open violation of the 
country's new constitution. 

The reasons for the coup are, as usual , obscure. 
The Ton-Tons Macoutes , the armed irregulars 
who were the enfo rcers for the deposed Duvalier 
dictatorship. recently shot up a Catholic church 
during Mass and murdered a dozen people. Then, 
in the ultimate gesture of contempt for the law, 
they went on television to warn others not to 
displease them. The coup may have been, in some 
part, a reaction to those events by military units 
host i!C' to the Macoutes. But that may not be the 
whok story. 

It is wrong to think of Haitian politics in 
modern terms. The country has no effective 
government, and has had none for some years. It 
has reve rted to a much older pattern. Small bands 
of armed men. some in unifo rm and some not , 
foll ow their respective captains, fighting each 
other fo r booty and respect . The captain survives 
as long as he c;in provide his followers with those 

rewards. Many are involved in smuggling, some 
in drugs. Col. Jean-Claude Paul, who has been 
accused by American authorities of international 
drug-running on a conspicuous scale, seems to 
have emerged from this latest change of com­
mand with his status undiminished. 

The United States' influence in Haiti is now, 
unfortunately, minimal. When the Haitian army 
used its guns last autumn to disrupt a legal 
presidential election, the United States cut its aid 
to the barest minimum of humanitarian support. 
That has left nothing more to cut. 

Haiti is a country of some 6 million people of 
whom the great majority are illiterate, utterly 
isolated from the world and impoverished. It is 
one of the few countries in the world where food 
supplies have diminished over the past genera­
tion. The diet there is now more meager than in 
India or most of Africa. • 

To make a real difference in these people's 
condition, a Haitian government-if there were 
one-would have to find the key to a rapid 
increase in foreign aid. That key is elections, and 
a return to the constitution. The armed bands 
resist it as a threat to their present activities. If 
the new president, Gen. Avril, is not prepared to 
move in that direction, the current anarchy is 
likely to continue and the present poverty will 
deepen. 

The NRA~ Hired Guns K. L, 
D

ISREGARDING the urgent requests of ev­
ery major law enforcement organization in 
thl' country, 228 members oL the House 

jumped when the National Rifle Association said 
dt!nce the other day. They voted to kill the "Brady 
amendment," which calls for a seven-day waiting 
period between purchase and delivery of a handgun. 

More than a few had a possible financial incen­
tive fo r their votes in the form of $1.2 million in 
contrihutions from the NRA's PAC, plus goods 
and services-media ads, for example-between 
Jan . 1, 198'.3, and July 31 , 1988. In addition, the 
NR A's leading legislative lights offered them 
som(• political camouflage for killing the Brady 
amendment in the form of the McCollum substi­
tut f- - an ineffective, expensive measure that 
would g,ve gun dea lers access to records they 
ha V(' no busines:, seein g or usin g. 

Accord ing to figures compilt'd by Common 
Cau -,t·. 176 Houst' members who voted for the 
McCr1 ll urn killer amendment had NRA financial 
support - ;rn ;iveragt' of $6,63S each. The NRA 
support1:d tht- campaigns of 48 representatives 
wil h more than $1 0,000 each, and 43 of them .. 

.,. 

voted the NRA's way. Harold Volkmer of Missouri 
led the list with a total of $80,376 in NRA PAC 
contributions and independent expenditures. Vir­
ginia's Frederick Boucher was right up there too, 
with a grand total of $16,840 in NRA ammunition. 

Mr. Boucher was not the only Virginian to vote 
that way: of the state's delegation, only Frank Wolf 
and Herbert H. Bateman voted against the McCol­
lum monkey wrench. In Maryland, where the law­
makers have seen how a state waiting period can 
save lives, those who voted against the NRA line 
were Connie Morella, Steny Hoyer, Tom McMillen, 
Ben Cardin and Kweisi Mfume. Those falling for the 
McColl um amendment were Helen Bentley, Roy 
Dyson and Beverly Byron. Mr. Dyson received 
$14,750 in NRA PAC contributions. 

At least the gap is narrowing between NRA­
approved votes and votes for public safety meas­
ures that do not abridge gun owners' rights. 
Police, whose lives are at stake here , are working ' 
on a campaign in the Senate to revive the Brady 
amendment .and to overcome the resounding 
defeat in the House. The effort must continue 
until .the forces of common sense prevail. 
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attorney general to develop a system giving gun 
dealers access to arrest records on potential gun 
purchasers; the idea wot.Jld be that the dealers could 
then keep on whipping out those over-the-counter 
handguns to people who didn't make the master list. 
Police already have blasted this proposal as not only 
an attempt to stall any serious measure but also a 
completely unworkable plan. 

On behalf of the members and families of 11 
national policing organizations, the Law Enforce­
ment Steering Committee has labeled the McCol­
lum Amendment "a sham that would kill a low­
cost, common-sense bill" -the Brady seven-day 
waiting period. Law enforcement experts point 
out that there is no nationally automated system 

chiefs, troopers, officers on the beats, sheritts, 
union officials-are urging rejection of the McCol­
lum Amendment as "an affront to the law enforce­
ment community." They are asking House mem­
bers to support the Brady Amendment as the 
"common-sense bill that would save lives and keep 
guns out of the hands of those who cannot be 
entrusted with them, who cause thousands of un­
necessary deaths each year and create an atmos­
phere of danger and fear in our cities and towns." 

Who's right on this one: those on the front lines in 
the battle against crime and drugs~r those in the 
top ranks of the NRA who put gun sales first above a 
simple and effective public safety measure? The 
Brady Amendment deserves support, not sabotage. 

Fiddling With Student Aid ~~\ 
T HE GOVERNMENT spends billions of dol­

lars a year on college student aid. The 
allocation of this money-and the higher 

education it buys-and the total each year de­
pend on a set of complex rules that have never 
been as widely debated or understood as they 
deserve. Two examples occur in the pending bills 
to reduce defaults in college student loans. Enor­
m~usly important decisions are being made in 
footnotes, the wrong way to proceed. 

There are two main student aid programs, one 
grant, one loan. The loan program, which is partly 
for the middle class, is an entitlement. Any student 
who qualifies can go to a bank for a loan that the 
government will guarantee and partly subsidire. 
The costs are automatically paid each year, without 
regard to the appropriations process. 

The House bill would make the grant program 
for the poor an entitlement as well. Currently, the 
maximum grants authorized each year by the 
education committees can only be given if the 
appropriations committees provide enough mon­
ey. They often don't, and the grants must be 
prorated down. The bill would lower the autho­
rized maximums for the next few years, to bring 
them in line with recent appropriations, but seeks 
to change the rules so these authorized maxi­
mums would then control. The idea is, ov·er time, 
to strengthen the grant program on grounds that 
the mix of aid in recent years has been allowed to 
tilt too far toward loans, and has fallen too far 
behind rapidly rising college costs. 
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The administration opposes the step for fear it 
would add to costs. Our own objection is less to 
the possible cost, which may be justified, than to 
the fact that this is patchwork in an area that 
needs to be much more systematically examined. 
Aides say the president will veto this otherwise 
modestly constructive bill if the entitlement pro­
vision is retained, and that alone should be reason 
to put it off until another time. 

The second provision in both the House and the 
Senate bills involves the counting of family assets in 
determining a student's eligibility for a grant or 
loan. Currently such assets lower eligibility, on the 
theory that they can be borrowed against. The 
Senate bill would change this for both loans and 
grants to families with incomes under $30,000 by 
not counting as assets principal homes or family­
owned farms or businesses. The House bill would 
do the same thing, but only in the loan program and 
for all families, regardless of income. But that's a 
tilt toward loans and the middle class by the same 
people who have just told us the need is for a tilt 
toward grants and the poor instead. Except that it's 
an election year, why, in a time of enormous federal 
deficits, not count assets? 

The higher education bills of the Reagan years 
have mainly been defensive. Congress has rightly 
spent most of its energy protecting the programs 
against proposed cuts. But before it next expands 
the programs, it needs to rationalize them. These 
bills should stick to their subject of defaults, 
which is problem enough. 

• 

Fred Malek: 'lmpe 
I have known Fred ~ 

more than a decade, an 
an ounce of bias or pre 
Whatever demons drc 
Nixon should not be u: 
Fred Malek's charact 
ability and decency-al 
impeccable. 
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modern-day phenomen< 
triangle": the impenet1 
ship among Congress 
and special-interest gr 
cent article by Jack W 
utive vice president of 
Hospital Association 
Them Ambush That A 
ed, Aug. 31 j, is a textlx 
how special interests Of 
legislation to meet thei1 

The object of AHA's 
amendment to the AID! 
cy Act of 1988. Th 
would require hospital 
test incoming patients 
ages of 15 and 49 for H 
states with evidence of 
infection rate. Far from 
bush," this amendment 
oughly debated in sut 
died on an evenly split 
been approved for intro 
the House by the C 
Rules. 

Mr. Owen is joined I 
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Association in his opp 
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Owen is a political part 
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convenience on a legitimate customer while giving 
law enforcement officials time to check for a crimi­
nal or psychiatric record. The measure, vigorously 
supported by police, would inhibit criminal gun run­
ning between places with tough gun laws and those 
without. 

The N.R.A. waged a ferocious battle against the 
whole idea, but as a close vote neared it switched to 

ubstitute amendment..Ibls would order the At• 
t.Q,roey General to comlJle, with a plan for checking 

buyers' backgr.o.un.ds J nsiaritJy_at the point or 
~aLga.Y-e_ellQugh....HoJJse meffi:b~ fig leaf 

..,they needed y~da11a kfll the w,aJtmg per.!.9f.[ 
The approve amen ment is an exercise m fan­

tasy. An instant system .would give all 275,000 Fed­
erally licensed gun dealers access to confidential 
F.B.I. files, a dangerous thought, and could cost up 
to $500 million. But fantasy was the point: while 
Washington ponders instant identification, gun run­
ning may proceed as:usual. 

• 
N.R.A. cynicism no longer surprises police. The 

gun lobby, they might say, has a record : 

_ Rambo Guns. The proliferation of semiauto­
matic military assault rifles, usually in the hands of 
drug gangsters, turns urban neighborhoods into 
zones of random terror. The guns are sold legally as 
semiautomatics, requiring a trigger· pull for each 
shot, but are easily converted to fully automatic. 
Their rapid fire overwhelms standard police revolv-

Plastic Gun,. Firearms manufacturers are 
eager to develop a new market for guns made of 
lightweight, rust-free plastics. But 1l wholly non­
metallic gun could become the "terrorist special," 
invisible to a metal detector. The rifle association 
fought bills to require minimum metal content in 
guns, but caved in the end when passage appeared 
inevitable in both houses. The bill now awaits a con­
ference. 

"Cop-Killer" Bullets. Bullets made of hard al­
loys easily penetrate the Kevlar vests used by po­
lice officers. Yet when Congress mounted a drive to 

an such bullets, the N.R.A. waged a determined 
counterattack, only to yield when it became clear 
that continued opposition was futile. 

· Attacks on Police. When the International As­
sociation of Chiefs of Police endorsed a Federal 
waiting period bill, the gun lobby urged gun lovers 
to complain to the Mayor of Nashville about their 
police chief, Joe Casey. Why Joe Casey? He's presi­
dent of the Chiefs of Police. The N.R.A. has also CO!lj 

ducted attacks on other well-regarded chiefs like 
Joseph McNamara of San Jose, Calif., and Anthony 
Bouza of Minneapolis. 

Thf. N R..:A..'..s-t:e.CJmLb.ehaYioµias motivated the 
police to,Jinify in America's first national law en­
forcement lobb¥ing grouQ. the Law Erfflircement 
Steering Committee. As yesferda'y'i vote shows, it 
nasplenty of work to do fighting crime - and the 
gun lobby. • 

. ~ 

NBC's $8 Million Contribution 
. It was regrettable that Vice President Bush 

and Governor Dukakis agreed to only two tele-· 
vised debates. This disappointed voters who hoped 
that a more expansive schedule would add sub­
stance to a campaign trivialized by long-dist<1nce 
mudslinging. Worse, the date for the first debate, 

Topics 
of 

The 
Times 

poor management and chronic inefficiencies. Gov­
ernor Cuomo, Mayor Koch and the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson wanted it to undertake a national search 
for a new executive director to replace Betty 
Dolen, who retires later this year. 

Yet the city Board of Elections arrogantly 
refuses to reconsider i-ts abrupt appointment of an 
insider, Daniel DeFrancisco, to the $72,000-a-year 

Sept. 25, coincides with the Olympics. 
NBC has now mitigated the damage by deciding to in­

terrupt its Olympics coverage for 90 minutes to broadcast 
the debate. CBS and ABC, which are not covering the 
Olympics, had already agreed to broadcast the debate. 
NBC officials think that as many as 40 million viewers 
would have preferred the athletes to the candidates. 

There's no guarantee that all 40 million will tune in. 
I3uL NBC's decision is welcome. The network has invested 
$550 mil lion in its Olympic coverage. The 90 lost minutes 
may cost it as much as $8 million. It still stands to profit 
handsomely from the G'ames, however, and now makes a 
contribution as well to democracy, 

New York~s B~ard of Arrogance ~\'t 
What does it take to shame New York City's Board of 

Elections? The state Board of Elections has faulted its 

•, / 

,r f . 

post. 
New York City lags years behind most other big 

cities in replacing antiquated manual voting machines. 
Breakd9wns are frequent, disenfranchising voters. A 
short age of trained inspectors continu~s to jeopardize the 
integrity of elections. Low voter registration remains a 
scandal. • , ' . 

Whatever Mr. DeFrancisco's merits, the board owed 
it to the ci ty's voters to conduct a serious national search 
for a candidate capable of restoring lost public trust. 
Mrs. Dolen doesn 't plan to retire until . the end of this 
year, making all th; more inexcusable the board's rush to 
tronyism. · 

Board members are appointed by the City Council, · 
and all are up for renewal in January. f;!y their willful dis­
regard of the interest of New Yorlt City voters, all those 
involved in this travesty have shown themselves unwor­
thy of reappointment. 

(' 
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whom they later killed. 
The United States, no 

tas, broke off bilateral r 
early 1985, just as it wa 
not the Sandinistas, tha 
got iations last June by . 
package of non-negoti.; 
on the table and giving 
tas two hours to accept t 

Under the system of 
you recommend to Gm 
kis, the Sandinistas wou 
to ca rry out attacks aga 
schools and hospitals 
United States in order 
United States Governme 
gaining table. 

M argaretville, N.Y., 

In Welfare Sy: 
To the Editor: 

Your Aug. 29 story on tt 
of the New York City well 
is on target. More than 9( 
denials of benefits are ovt 
judges on administrati' 
Something is wrong when 
repeatedly violates its owr 
and puts the burden of pt 

- poor and the disadvantagec 

Ai 
,· 

The benefits affected by 
denials are not trivial. Th 
emergency assistance fc 
disaster, food stamps, 
coverage for medical ca 
care, nursing-home care 
scription drugs. Even a s 
take could be the differenc, 
life and death. 

The people affected by t 
takes are generally those k 
ble of appealing an agenc; 
without outside help. Those 
are the poor, the sick, the 
children and the elderly. To 
some officials you quote do, 
vacates for the poor cause t 
hea rings, puts the blame 
where it doesn't belong. If r 
were made, there wouldn 't 
need to appeal decisions. 

The New York State Bar 
lion's task force on admin 
adjudicat ion points to som 
remedies. We weuld urge tht 
ing sim ple actions : 

• The New York State D<!P• 
of Social Services is now pt 
only for overpayments, never 
derpayments or other fa'ilun 
one-sided approach must be ct 

• There wouldn 't be any n, 
fair hearings if caseworken 
correct determinations of eli 
at application. Burdensome 
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Congress goes back to work next month . Neither are sales, even of handguns , 
Call the odds even, then, when the House of tween individuals; the requirement w, 
Representatives takes up legislation to re- apply only to licensed dealers. 
quire a seven-day waiting period for the 

1
- p 'd t R d 

d ns res1 en eagan announce sup 
purchase of ban gu · this year for a national waiting period. 

It is a common-sense proposal. Handgun Attorney General's Task Force on Vic 
sales are now made, in effect, on the honor Crime called in 1981 for a national wa 

""ijstem. Buyers sign a iofffi saying they period. The legislation is supported b~ 
aren't drug addicts and have no record of ery - every! - major police organiza 
criminal conduct or mental illness, and they Yet its sponsors rate its chances at no 
walk out with their gun, or guns. By the ter than even. The NRA has cranked u 
time authorities check up - if they check usual misrepresentations and hysterica 
up; most don't - it is often too late. It ~l- position. It is calling in its IOUs frorr 
most was for President Reagan , crazily members of Congress it has supporte 
wounded by a goof sulking because he nancially and is intimidating the ones i 
couldn't get a date with an actress who had been unable to buy. 
never met him. 

. The result of the current ~ys~em is a period but whether the American pol 
. ~ The issue here is not just the Wf 

wide-ope~, cash-and~carry traffic m_ hand- system is capable of acting for the p 
~~add mg to tfi_e violence of _a ~ociety al- safety if the actiop .involves even the 

ready saturated with some 65 m1lhon guns. est gun control. ,The NRA is betting o 
! This is very modest legislation. It will guns and against the people. 

Help for Our Non-Jeffers·onian President 
S~ Leaders of scientific and technological on, in a snit over objections to his frt V organizations representing 750,000 physi- pursuit of a supersonic transport pla 

cists, biologists, engineers and what-have- has not been enhanced since. 
you are floating a worthy, non-partisan pro­
posal past Vice President George Bush and 
Gov. Michael Dukakis. The societies' lead­
ers want both candidates to pledge they will 
strengthen the office of the president's sci­
ence adviser so America's science policy 
will be a guaranteed winner in November: 

Some presidents have the benefit of ex­
cellent and accessible scientific counsel, as 
when Thomas Jefferson mulled things over 
in his own prodigious mind and when 
Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy took 
advantage of upgraded White House science 
and technology advisers of their own. Alas, 
the, office was diminished by Richard Nix-

-~\i~ R,1\ 

The scientists and engineers m 
point that's hard to argue against. Na 
policy-making on the threshold of th 
century must be bound inextricably 
soundest advice available on ominom 
ronmental trends, on developments ir 
tary technology, on fighting AIDS, on 
ising avenues to energy alternativE 
productivity advances. 

Thomas Jeffersons come alon~ 
once in a couple of centuries or so. 1\ 
our presidents need the help that a 
powered science adviser with a respE 
staff ,nd level of authority could give 

-·-----~- - - - - ·- - .. . . - - . - . - - - - .- - - - --.... 
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· g eriod between a weapon's sate and its delivery wuu1u 11u~ ._, .... ~ ,11 u1,1 ,11.r u,;11,a,., v, """"b"'" l''" •. 
in p • • d b kg d chases· 1 wou en y o peop e ett 
would allow the police time to con uct ac roun - d ' . t' I TH f ten o--1 e't'i ttri'c1ng un e.i:...ex1s mg aws. e es 1ma ,:., u 
checks on would-be hand~n owners. . . . t he Jaw natwnWi't'fe' would be $10 million at most, 

Such a c_ommon-sense idea should, on its ~er1t~, spread among thousands of local police departments-
breeze to v1cto~ as an amendment, to Congress an~i~ a reasonable price to pay for crime control. 
drug abuse bill. Yet next weeks Ho~se vo~e is Twenty-two states and many cities, including Cleve-
expe~ted ~?~every close_, du~,to a campaign °~ disto~- land, already require a waiting period. Every major 
tions and killer am~nd~ents by one of Washmgton s police organization says such a law helps protect pub-
mos~ powe~ul spec1_al . mt~rests: _the gun lo~by . .Ib.e. lie safety. But the patchwork of local laws all?ws guns 

g_nal Rifle Assoc1at10n 1s destmed to contmue los- to fall into the wrong hands; all one has to do 1s go to a 
cred1blli as an advocaie iuf law-afodm hrearms jurisdiction where such laws are not enforced. For 

_o:-vners as ong as 1 prov s sue covering ire _; example, a national waiting period might . have pr~-
v10ienf cnminal,L vented the 1981 assassination attempt agamst Pres1-

_, In most"siates and cities, handguns are now access- dent Reagan. Instead, would-be assassin John W. : 
ible on the honor system: Buyers must fill out a f~d- Hinckley Jr. lied on the federal . handgun form in 
era) application form, which is relegat~d to a filing Texas, quickly received a gun and set out for Wash-
cabinet while an over-the-counter gun 1s handed o~t ington to shoot the president. ., · , , . . 
immediately. The pending amendment-:sponsored m The "Brady bill"-named as a tribute to james · 
the House by Rep. Edward Feighan of Lakewood and Brady, the White House aide who was wounded in the 
in the Senate by Ohio's Sen. Howard Metzenbaum- · 1981 shooting, and his wife Sarah Brady, who has . 
would require a seven-day waiting period between a championed the campaign for a .handgun waiting 
handgun's purchase and its delivery. During' the period-<leserves strong support from both houses of 
seven-day delay, Joc~l law-enforcement authorities Congress .. , Ro an himself a member of the 

. would have the option of checking police files and . NRA has endorsed the cone · wa1 mg perwa. 
court records to see if the p~rchaser legally is forbid~ ./ t's 1scouraging to see the NRA, which once sup-
den to own a handgun. ,JI ported a waiting period, so consumed by pro-gu~ ~bso• . 

In its desperation to block approval of even such a lutism that it ignores rati.onal ways to protect citizens 
sensible gun-control measure, the NRA is trying to ~ · · 

,· ! 11,,,"' 

. ·· V\fj ·. 
Burma, · the new c_ountry 

0 n July 29, Sein Win, an Associated .Press corre­
spondent in Rangoon, was thrown into jail on a 

trumped-up charge. At the time of his arrest, Burma 
was an authoritarian state. During Sein Win's captivity 
and unknown to him, the country erupted in political 
turmoil and bloodshed. On his release last Thursday, 
Sein Win reported: "I entered a new country. As I 
emerged from jail', , I witnessed an incredible thing. 
For the first time in a quarter century, people-thou­
sands and thousands of them-were chanting, crying 
for democracy, and there were no secret police, 
no soldiers with bayonets fixed and with fingers on the 
trigger to stop the demonstrators." 

What an incredible transformation in a country that 
for 26 years had been ruled as. a one-party, socialist 
state by a military government Within a few short but 
eventful weeks the person who had run. the country 
since 1962, Ne Win, was replaced by Sein Lwin, who 
also was replaced. His successor, Maung Maung, 
became the first civilian president since. the military 
coup. Now Maung Maung has proposed a referendum 
to determine if Burma should restore democracy. He 
says he will quit if the ruling socialist party rejects his 
referendum plan. Yet even those concessions have 
Jailed to appease the growing numbers of people clam­
oring for democracy. 

Who would have predicted such developments, espe­
cially just a few weeks ago when then-ruler Sein 
Lwin, already linked to an earlier massacre, had the 

army fire on unarmed demonstrators, killing 112? It 
seemed the regime was prepared to ·use whatever 
force was necessary to crush student dissidents. 

Then, suddenly, Sein Lwin resigned, to be replaced 
by Maung Maung, who set up a commission to consider 
public grievances. But protests continued, and stu­
dents were joined by people from many walks of life-

, including government workers-moved both by disen­
chantment with socialism and a craving for democracy. 
Last Wednesday, Maung Maung lifted martial law. 
Boldly, he put his own political future on the line, not 
only threatening to resign if the government refuses to 
hold a refel'endum, but declaring he will not run if the 
people vote for multi-party elections. 

The possibility of a referendum . is doubtful. The 
popular movement for democracy demands faster 
action. On the other side, Maung Maung's socialist 
colleagues may rebuff him, just as they rejected calls 
for an earlier. referendum. But ·can th_e regime ever 
rule again as it did for 26 years? Western observers 
think Burma, like the Philippines in 1986, is 
experiencing an unstoppable upsurge of "people 
power." They warn, however, that the regime's oppo­
nents must quickly identify leaders if democracy is to 
make headway and Burma is to avoid sinking into 
anarchy. Nonetheless, in a country forcibly. isolated by 
its own · rulers for a quarter century, it is impressive 
apd inspiring to hear voices rise against a particularly 
inept brand of socialism and in favor of western-style · 
liberal democracy. A new country, indeed. 
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Praise for PUC 

Thank you, Public l 
· mission of Ohio, for 
the Cleveland Electric 

1 Co. to raise our rate 
· made a couple of bad 
'in · the Perry nuclear 
and the Beaver proji 
CEI would like to cov 
of all the local peopl 
bad investments in 

. season. 
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Quayle's servi< 

Having spent the I 
trying to explain an 
decision in 1969 to 1 

Army and volunteer f1 
am amused by the 
Republican vice-pres 

· didate Dan Quayle d 
decision of that year. 1 
options were more m 
mine, since I was not 
the well-born, and I 
any former commar 

. National Guard. 
. I harbor no anim, 
.' those who chose se 
National Guard, or 
Guard itself. But I d1 
dose of mistrust and 1 
someone who ducke 
war and now seems v. 

. others serve . 
I survived a tour· 

corpsman in Vietna 
know as wen · as any 
business encl of wea 
people. Does Quayle 
of the reality behind 
that make up the Pe 
and the numerous we 
that he advocates? 

It has been . re po rte 
voted against readjt 
seling for Vietnam 
against compensatior 
exposed to Agent 01 

. has been reported th, 
sistently voted in fav( 
in Nicaragua, Afg~ 

.'Angola. 
What that all says 

IS.year-olds and thei1 
fathers better look ou 
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·The National Rifle Association is apbpfectfi,:~nis~'-for'eruorc;:ing 'e~sting "iaw;~hich~ ans''" :1aw·enforcerrtent orgacizJtion in the~ co 

1 
:./ abo~tJ~opgre~s_,fiJ!~ puttµig spme teet11}n:':_,;~andgun1 a};~s to felo°rlS, those judged me.ntalJ-~esiden~_1,RC?nald Reagari __ h!18 !,!n~ots~d _-a-" 

•· -, the, handgun_contr9l Iaw _it pass~d 20 years "',.!rill,~ors,drugad<!ic~andillegalaliens.?•{-:,~aiting period. B1,1t ~ ua~1e·is ,under, the_im-\'i 
- _ago. Regrettably, .some people_._c- including , ,_ The problem is that applicants can lie _about .AJ?ression that pr~sen law ls enoµgh. Cqnvict---­

vice-presidential candidate Dan _Quayle - are .. their ,background and get a gun . . A waiting • ~: ed felons, he said the other day, .:'can't just 
evidently falling for the NRA's propaganda ;· -period would allow local law enforcement au- ~:--walk into a store and buy a gun. There are all 
• Earlier this summer, a sensible measure re- f thorities to reyiew official records. If there's no ; -sorts of restrictions, there are all sorts of state · _. 

quiring a s_even-day waiting period before problem, the form submitted by the purchas- :O:Iaws .... . 0 : I don't t;>elieve we should impose ad- -
... _SJlYone marpurchase a · handgun was at- 2"I" er would be destroyed in 60 days. That's hard- "'"'.ditional reqtiirements on law-abiding citizen,s 

tach ed
1
to an omnibus drug bill ~ ndin~ lv natio·!1~ gtµi ~gi.stration. -. ~ ·0 ~ -~·::,'! .·:-~.,-;;_~ wanti!}g to go in and ?':1~.~s." ,; _ 

"'ii ... n<"<> 'T'ha ~A - nnllc.o . .. ... ,.ft,.....,,,. nu.-. ... ,,,..,,.._ ••• .fr_A wrutmg penod_would also give _a _buyer_ ... .:..:'\ That's the ;NRA line alright.~ ut ·onty 22 •· 
.. --·- -··-- • -·-· ·--·- .. _ __ .. ith murderous 1ntentions time to cool off. · ' ""~~quire waiting.petlods_ That means 28 

have to~-'~ask a gove_mment_ bureaucrat's per- - Named, the Brady· Amendment after White ...... ~~ And thaVs where you wquld go to get a 
mission" before purch~ing a firearm. ;-, .-_ .. •·,~ House pr~ss secretary James Brady and his • gun if you can't get one legally where you are. 
. •. Not so. '.l'he_ bill merely provides a mecha- ., wife, 'the_ billjlas the support of every major . That's the practice Congress must stop. ~ ~> _-__.<' _· .: ~ ·; ~: _- .. -: ~[ .-~:; _' ·-~·:--tt: .• :,;:~~\tk: . .,~ ~ - ·. --~ . -.;~; < . " ' r,Tt:"~ _; :~e•::·:~.:<~. 
The· .:~~N eW:~:~~~Qh1le · $eems .. As --De_spq·t1c .A_'$ .. T:h~,:!QJ,. 
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A new society in Chile with a new style of · .. ing hundreds· of government opponents with ~-' ·So they're taking part in the campaign, even 
"fnll democracy" is what Gen. Augusto Pino- :. death threats, kidnapping and torture: · • · ~ under y.,retched circumstances. Access to the 
chet promised · his· country this week. · But , -· A coalition of 16 opposition parties has ' ·media i& severely restricted, with only 15 min­
what actually was taking place in Santiago -been in. a quandary over whether to partici- ·· utes of television time allowed each night. ~- ._ . 

· ·, 1 • was pretty old. :- · _· ... · -· _.._,: pate in the plebiscite and -legitimize Pino~ · Pinochet tells his supporters, "If I govern, 
The military officers who c;ill the shots in ,chet's rule. But the plebiscite is the only you govern." But Chileans µnderstand what 

Chile picked none other than Gen. Pinochet · instrument available for national expression.· · that means. _ .• .. . ~ · 
as their sole presidential candidate in a yes­
or-no plebiscite scheduled. for next month. 
Pinochet seized powerin a .coup is years ago. A ~New-Habitat·fotTheni -~ ·ancf For. Us --
If he wins, he could occupy the president's , . . , . 
office until 1997. Even if he loses, Pinochet ·1t has no giraffes or elephants. Or even lions • complete renovati9n. The ultimate price tag 
would still be president for another year or tigers. And its 5.5 acres are -stuck in the · came to more than $35 million, but the job 
while ·presumably preparing Chile ,for multi- middle of the teeming concrete jungle-called was headed not by some unqualified bureau­
candidate elections. _Manhattan. So what in the world is this ren- crat but a certifiable genius named William 

And although ·the junta finally lifted the ovated Central Park facility if not a zoo - like Conway, the famed direct9r of the Bronx Zoo 
state of emergency it impose<;! m 1973 and, the legendary ones in the Bronx or San Diego? who runs the respected New York Zoological 
SUJ)posedly, Chileans no longer had restric- It's a tiny miracle. Society. _. 
tiOlllS on their constitutional liberties, military Just a half dozen years ago the zoo in Cen- The result, unveiled three WPP ks ~ 0 -n ;.;, ~ 
vehicles were rattling throueh t.hP st.rPPt<, t,-.-.1 0~~1. "··--' ·· - L - •• 



Just Walk In and Buy a Gun rvt .. ·::, · ~~ ru-
How can you attack Michael Dukakis as soft on resistant to gun regulation, has campaigned 

-crime, Dan Quayle's news conference questioner fiercely against the Brady amendment. But now the 
wanted to know, when you oppose Federal laws to bi lobb 1 ed.la.L 
prevent a convict from walking into a store and buy- enforcement community, which knows something 
lng a gun? _!l>out the usefulness of waiting periods. 
• . "They can't 'just walk into a store and buy a In 1986, state police in Maryland prevented 732 
gun," the Republican Vice-Presidential candidate handguns from falling into the wrong hands; that 
replied. "There are all sorts of restrictions." year in California the police were able to prevent 

• He was wrong. In many parts of America, no 1,500 illegal purchases. New Jersey counts 10,000 
one checks to see if gun customers have criminal or convicted felons caught trying to buy guns in the 19 
psychiatric records. But the mistake suggests that years it has required a background check. 
even a committed foe of gun control like Mr. Quayle The lack of a national law exacts a deadly price, 
accepts the rationale behind an important proposal promoting lucrative gun-running between states 
for new gun regulation. with tough gun laws and those without. Thus drug 

The amendment to the omnibus drug bill now gangsters in Los Angeles and New York pay huge 
before ·the House is named for James Brady, the markups to entrepreneurs willing to bring guns 
White House press secretary who was severely from lax states like Ohio, Florida and Texas~ 
w~unded in the 1981 assassination attempt on Presi- _prad}' amendment would put an end to the inter­
~ent Re:1gan. The measure would impose a seven- e state arms profiteering. 

·(\. day waiting period between purchase and delivery Member s of Congress face a clear choice -vot-
of a handgun to give police time to check the cus- . I ing for the N.R.A.'s obstructionism or for a gun con­
tomer's background. y trol measure whose terms Dan Quayle finds so sen-

\ : ' . The National Rifle Association, _stubbornly sible that he assumes they are already law. 
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Like the Brain of a 
. An intriguing co~ting struc­
ture known as a neura network is The Pentagon I 
attracting a growing circ e of fans. I N } 

Neural networks are starting to 
find practical applications in tasks 
that mimic the eye or ear. Re­
searchers have developed networks 
that read, differentiate between a 

Darpa, the Defense Adva~ Re- n eura 
search Projects Agency, i~-t~~ t­
est recruit and plans a large inve ment in the fiel e 
"prize is better understanding of the man brai nd de­
vices better able to mimic certain of its ncti s. 

Neural networks are computing syste modeled after 
·the brain. Unlike conventional compu s, ·ch are pro-
g1ammed with a precise sequence instructi s, neural 
networks learn by experience. ey consist of e Ironic 
:•cells" with thousands of i rconnections, like th 
rons of the brain. As then ork learns a task, some or~e 
interconnections are r · forced to a certain degree an 
others are weakened ccording to a special formula . Net­
works show partic r promise in recognizing patterns of 
shape or sound, a ask that is extremely hard for conven­
tional computer . 
~ When the e processes visual Images, qualities like 
size, shape, olor and position seem to be split up right in 
the retin and handled thereafter in separate channels. 
Resear ers teaching neural networks to recognize a pat­
tern QP ead a text have found that the cells spontaneously 
organize themselves In a similar manner, some handling 
vowels and others consonants. This unpredicted property 
of neural networks is a major source of ctleir fascination 
to ~perimenters. · \ 

submerged rock and a cylinder, and recognize bad bank 
loans. The networks' striking parallels with what is known 
of visual processing inspire hope they will offer insights 
into the working of the brain. The likenesses are evoca­
tive, but may prove misleading if pushed too far. 

Present neural networks consist of 100 or so cells with 
thousands of interconnections. They have a Jong way to 
go: the human brain is reckoned to have 100 billion cells. 
A study by M.l .T.'s Lincoln Laboratory suggests that in 
five years it should be possible to build a neural network 

s complex as the brain of a bee. Darpa is eager to start. 
• ees are pretty smart compared to smart weapons," 
sa an agency official. 

Th gency's support of the field will be helpful, up to a 
point. t if Darpa pumps in too much money, it could de­
prive bus ess and academia of neural network experts or 
set the fie! up for overpromise, as some critics believe 
the agency' attention did to artificial intelligence, an 
attempt to p gram the rules of human thought Into 
computers. Neural networks may turn out to be the 
very thing to put in every robot's head, or just an interest-
ll}i approach to pattern recognition. .L 
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------Wai ting Period Needed 
On Handgun Purchasest(i? 
A MODEST piece of legislation de­

signed to aid law enforcement in 
regard to handguns is meeting unrea­
soning opposition from the powerful 
gun lobby and its aupporters in Con-
gress. ' 

The measure is called the Brady 
amendment after White House Press 
Secretary James Brady, who is still 
partially paralyzed from the handgun 
wound he suffered during the attempt 
on President Reagan's life in 1981. It 
simply calls for a seven-day waiting 
period when handguns are purchased, 
so that police will have time to check 
an applicant's background. 

This is a common-sense provision 
that 22 states already have. It adds no 
new criteria that would prevent law­
abiding citizens from owning guns; it 
only provides a means whereby police 
can check to see if an applicant to buy 
a handgun is eligible under current 
federal ,laws. For example, convicted 
felons or the mentally ill are at present 
barred from purchasing handguns. · 

I 
The measure, an amendment to the 

omnibus drug-control bill, has passed 
the House Judiciary Committee with 
broad bipartisan support, and similar 
legislation lS pending In the Senate. In 
contrast to other gun-control bills, this 
proposal for a waiting period is draw­
ing support from many conservatives 
who have opposed firearms legislation 
in the past. 

One such conservative is Rep: F 
James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., whose 
reasonable stand has come under 
strong attack in a letter to his constitu­
ents from the National Rifle Associa­
tion. Despite Sensenbrenner's strong 
opposition to measures restricting gun 
ownership, the NRA lumped him to­
gether with other "anti-gun politicians" 
who it said were seeking "to impose 
total federal gun control on America." 

Sensenbrenner pointed out that the 
proposed amendment merely helps au­
thorities enforce the present laws. He 
also noted that the NRA had reversed 

· the position it held in 1975, when it 
supported a waiting period. 

The NRA's statement at the time 
said that a waiting period would be 
effective in "reducing crimes of pas­
sion and in preventing people with 
criminal records and dangerous mental 
illness from acquiring guns." The NRA 
concedes that it has changed its mind 
since 1975. It now says that the waiting 
period provision would create "red 
tape for honest people." 

The waiting period, of course, is not 
aimed at honest people, but at crimi­
nals and others who are now barred by 
law from purchasing handguns. 

The NRA claims that "you will be 
forced to ask a government bureau­
crat's permission" to buy a gun. But 
actually you would have just as much 
right to buy a handgun as before -
once . the police had used the seven-day 
waiting period to make sure you had 
that right. 

No such law was in effect when John 
Hinckley walked into a Dallas pawn­
shop and bought the handgun he used 

· to shoot President Reagan and Jim 
Brady. Reagan last June announced 
his supEort for a waiting period and a 
backgrouno check on those seeking to 

, buy handguns. Every major law-en­
forcement agency in the country also 
backs the proposed amendment,. and 91 
percent in an opinion poll favor the 
idea. 
~ A study by the U .s. Bureau of Alco­
hol, Tobacco and Firearms reveale 
that states without waiting periods d 
background checks were favorite 
sources of weapons for criminals. For 
xample, it found that of all handguns 

used in crime in New York City, only 4 
percent were purchased in New York 
State. Almost all the rest were pur­
chased in states without waiting peri-

The Brady amendment is a reason­
able provision to make it more difficult 
for criminals to acquire handguns. It is 
tragic that, shying away frorri anything 
that suggests gun control, some legisla­
tors are opposing this simple provision 
designed to enforce present laws and 
aid police in the war on crime. 
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legislators. This was the apparent 
climax to a sting operation; during 
a two-year period the FBI set up 
at least five bogus companies, 
made contributions in excess of 
$64,000 to legislators and success­
fully won enactment of two bogus 
bills. 

As Attorney General John Van 
de Kamp correctly cautions, no­
body has been indicted or convict­
ed. The legislators named should 
not be pre-judged. And yet ... 

Does anyone doubt that the 
legislators, more than ever, are 
preoccupied with building war 
chests for their own election 
campaigns? That the ticket to a 
fund -raising dinner often be-

pumt aoes muuence peaaung oe­
come outright corruption? 

Is it only when there is a direct 
and proved quid pro quo between 
bribes and favorable legislation? 
Or does it come when legislators 
accept campaign contributions 
from special interests? Or so­
called honorariums from special 
-interest groups - more than 
$700,000 was paid last year com­
pared with $52,000 in 1979? 

It's ironic that the full-time 
Legislature, approved by voters 
in 1974 to increase professional­
ism and lessen the influence of 
lobbyists in Sacramento, has led 
instead to lawmakers seemingly 
more interested than ever in re-

And citizens certainly should 
expect the Legislature to take ac­
tion to eliminate ambiguities in 
the law rather than pass reform 
off to the voters through the initi­
ative process. 

The current FBI investigation 
has struck at members of both 
parties. The sickly smell in Sac­
ramento is being spread not by 
just Democrats or only Republi­
cans. At fault is that biggest and 
strongest and most unified of all 
parties - the incumbents. 

And unless the Legislature 
cleans up its act quickly, voters 
should do something about mak­
ing sure that party's over in No­
vember. 
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Should convicted felons, drug 
addicts, and mental patients be al­
lowed to walk in off the street and 
purchase handguns on demand 
from dealers? Plain good sense 
dictates that putting concealable 
weapons into the hands of such 
persons simply spurs more crime 
- from robbery and murder to 
drug abuse and suicide. 

Indeed, the virtually unrestrict­
ed availability of small anns in 
most states explains why some 
20,000 Americans die each year 
from handguns, including 12,000 
victims of suicide. By contrast, 
handgun deaths in all of Great 
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Britain, where such weapons are ( that occur in a passing fit of in 
difficult to obtain, number only tense emotion, such as during d 
about a dozen annually. mestic quarrels, neighborhoo 
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Th . . f th ed. persons 1me o ca m own. e prime aim o e propos 
cooling-off period is to give law- Dubbed the Brady amendment 
enforcement authorities time to after White House Press Secretary 
run background checks on poten- Jim Brady, who was disabled by a 
tial buyers and block handgun bullet in the 1981 attack on Presi­
sales to dangerous criminals and dent Reagan, the measure before 
the mentally ill. the House simply extends on a na-

But the waiting period al&r) tionwide basis the sort of waiting 
ould avert many shooting deaths~ period already required by 22 

states. (California has a 15-day 
waiting time, which enables police 
here to thwart about 1,500 at­
tempted gun purchases a year by 
criminals, drug addicts, and men­
tal patients.) 

Judged on its merits, the Brady 
amendment ought to be enacted 
overwhelmingly. But the outcome 
of the vote in the House is uncer­
tain, solely because of the rabid 
intimidation of the National Rifle 
Association during an election 
year. With its 2.8 million members, 
the increasingly radicalized NRA 
exerts enormous pressure on 
lawmakers to vote against nearly 
any form of handgun control. 

The NRA's extremist position on 
the Brady amendment appears to 
im.e,ress. it -
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lfigly announced his opposition toti\ al pc 
the measure. Yet President A dwar: 
Reagan, scarcely a proponent o 
strict handgun laws, supports the 
legislation. 

This week's vote on the House 
floor will test the notion that, even 
during an election year, common 
sense and principle can prevail 
over one of the most potent of po­
litical forces - an incumbent's 
fear of losing his seat by alienat­
ing a noisy minority. 
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talk tough about fighting crime now have a do indeed purchase their weapons through 
chance to back up their words with mean- dealers - in fact, more than 20 percent, ac­
ingful action. An effort may be made, per- cording to a Justice Department study. New 
haps as early as today, to block passage of Jersey, which has required background 
much-needed legislation that would require checks for handgun purchases for 19 years, 
a national seven-day waiting period for peo- has caught 10,000 convicted felons trying to 
ple purchasing handguns from dealers to buy weapons during that time. 
give police an opportunity to conduct back- True, a nationwide waiting period for 
ground checks. Representatives who are se- handgun buyers would be no panacea to the 
rious about curbing the high incidence of crime problem. But it would be an important 
crime will vote to support the waiting-period step toward making our communities safer. 
provision in the omnibus drug bill. Together with legislation that would 

The legislation is not as radical as some of toughen the penalties for those who use 
its .critics would have the public · believe. handguns in the commission of crimes, it 
Federal law already prohibits certain people could make a significant difference. Anyone 
- such as convicted felons, drug addicts and who doubts the bill's importance only needs 
the mentally ill - from purchasing to ask the opinion of the 11 national law en­
handguns. But as matters now stand, there is forcement organiz~tions that have lined up 
no way for sales people to screen out those behind it - groups that include everyone 
who are ineligible. A nationwide waiting pe- from police chiefs to patrolmen. Dallas Po­
riod of seven days would allow local police lice Chief Mack Vines endorsed the concept 
departments to do that, if they so desired. this week. 

~enty-two states ali:eadj: have laws requit=2· Our Founding Fathers placed a high--1?!!: 
~ iling...pe.I!i-oos-P&l¼g-i.ng_from two to 1~)~ orityon{ne .!i@.! of individuals to 6ear arm$. 

a}'5.:.- - a right that musfoe preserved. But a 
pponents of the federal bill argue that a seven-day wa1tmg period wotildnotunduly 

waiting period would not prevent criminals infringe upon that right. It merely would 
from obtaining handguns because such peo- give law-abiding citizens the assurance that 
ple often get their weapons from sources some criminals could not get their hands on 
other than dealers. What those critics ne- handguns as easily as they do now. 

SMOOTH SALE-ING o 14 
S&L transaction looks like a step forward 

Let's see now. American Savings has $30 
billion in assets, and an investment group 
led by Robert M. Bass has just purchased 70 
percent of American for $550 million. The 
U.S. government, through the Federal Sav­
ings and Loan Insurance Corp., tossed in a $2 
billion note for 30 percent. 

A bad deal? Actually, it is a very good deal. 
Good for Mr. Bass, good for the FSLIC and 
good for the nation. When you can pick up 70 
percent of a $30 billion financial institution 
with 186 prime branch locations throughout 
the booming California market and the gov­
ernment wipes the slate clean of bad loans, 
you have cut a good deal. By finding a pri­
vate buyer, the FSLIC has avoided having to 
pay out billions to cover insured depositors. 

In the case of American, the FSLIC had 
been forced to stop a run on the savings and 
loan by announcing it would stand behind 
all deposits, not just those over $100,000, as 
the law requires. Had FSLIC been forced to 
liquidate American and pay the difference to 

depositors, the cash outlay would have used 
up every dime of an emergency loan pro­
vided that agency by Congress last year. 

Saving the government money, which 
this action may well do over the long haul, is 
good for the country. 

But addressing the nation's largest pend­
ing S&L mess also sends a message to the 
public that the industry is getting cleaned 
up. Industry executives uniformly ap­
plauded the announcement. 

However, simply cleaning up the existing 
mess doesn't mean any action has been 
taken by Congress to ensure that the mess 
doesn't recur. Healthy, well-run S&Ls and 
their depositors still are having to pay the 
freight for the poorly managed. And there is 
still no incentive to place deposits in healthy 
S&Ls, or even to manage an S&L well. A high 
priority for the next president and Congress 
should be structural reform of the S&L in­
dustry to make certain history does not re­
peat itself. 
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lieve AIDS victims got what 
serve. AIDS sufferers - 1 

whom have lost their jobs. 
and, soon, their lives - h 
been a popular cause loci 
large bequests or charity cl.r 
made on their behalf, even 
their plight ought to be on, 
chief concerns . 
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· \..A the obvious dangers there. Frank Carlucci, 
the secretary of defense, brought up the missile 
business in his talks this week with the Chinese. 
China's defense minister brushed off the subject 
with the familiar "Who, us?" response. That's not 
a promising sign. 

China claims that it never sold Iran the Silk­
worm missiles that Iran has now trained on the 
Persian Gulf shipping lanes. If that's true, it 
·.means that China has been selling the Silkworms 
to third parties with no conditions on resale-an 
implication that is, if anything, more disturbing 
than a direct deal with the Iranians. China has 
also sold Saudi Arabia missiles with a range of 

·- more than a thousand miles and the capacity to 
carry nuclear warheads. Other Middle Eastern 

· countries also appear to have Chinese-built mis­
siles. China doesn't seem to care much to whom it 
sells, as long as they are not within missile range 
of China 's own borders. 

It's getting harder to control the international 
traffic in high-technology weapons. Until recent• 

rope. But those governments are becoming un· 
easily aware that as a threat the missiles rank 
second only to nuclear weapons. Last year the 
United States and six of its allies announced tight 
restrictions on missile sales, and the Russians 
have become increasingly cautious. 

As a result, several Third World countries are 
finding that they can earn very large amounts of 
hard currencies by providing missiles to other 
Third World countries. China isn't alone. North 
Korea is reportedly helping Egypt develop mis­
siles. Brazil, which is emerging as one of the 
world's leading manufacturers of armaments, has 
apparently sold Libya missiles, scheduled to be 
delivered in a couple of years, that by some 
accounts will be able to reach Cairo and Jeru­
salem. 

But if China isn't the only purveyor, it is the 
leader. As long as the Chinese remain impervious 
to American concerns about their missiles, pres­
sure will grow in this country to reconsider the 
sale of American military technology to them. 
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-c APITOL HILL is peppered with law en­
. forcement officers this week. Chiefs, troop• 

ers and rank-and-file officers from more 
than half the states are covering the territory 
with an urgent message on behalf of some 
400,000 colleagues and their families. They want 

·· votes for the Brady Amendment, a measure up 
"'for consideration in the House that would provide 
~for a national seven-day waiting period between 
· the purchase and delivery of a handgun. Their 
: campaign is dead serious because, as they are 
noting to the lawmakers, "Cops know: seven days 
can save a life." They believe in the effectiveness 

· of this simple protection-and any member of 
. Congress who listens should recognize the impor· 
~- tance of their effort. 
. The Law Enforcement Steering Committee, a 
coalit'iorion1nat1otral]mlrcing orgamzattmrs;iays 

out in no uncertain terms in a statement: 
"Police can speak for themselves. They have seen 
too many officers killed, too many citizens .. 
. ~ .. :,., ,>,,,,.,.. 
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maimed or .terrorized by the armies of drug 
traffickers overrunning our cities. Help is at hand. · 
. . . The Brady Amendment . . . will help keep 
handguns out of the hands of drug addicts, con­
victed felons and others restricted by law from 
handgun ownership." The group notes, too, that a 
seven-day waiting period also may "help stem the 
rising tide of suicides and murders committed in 
the 'heat of the moment.' " 

It's not a complex propo&tion. A dealer would. 
send a purchaser's sworn statement to the local 
police chief, who then would ~ the option of 
conducting a check on the purchaser's background. 
'Tfian-att' it would do. But as the coalition states, 
"Cops know waiting periods work. . . . Cops know it 
takes courage for Congress to vote against the gun 
lobby . ... Yet police also know that if the House 
considers this measure on its merits-that is, would 
it improve public safety-the House will support 
police and vote for the Brady Amendment." 

.PoK House, do you copy? Ten-Four. 
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had championed -convicted Nazi death-camp 
murderer John Demjanjuk and belonged to a 
JUOUP that says the Holocaust never occurred. 

The seventh and highest-up aide, Frederic 
Malek, was Mr. Bush's appointee to the Re­
publican National Committee. He quit the oth­
er day after disclosures that as White House 
personnel chief in 1971, he had counted Jews 
in a Labor Department bureau under orders 
from President Nixon, who in his evident 
paranoia suspected a "Jewish cabal" there. 

Absent any evidence of it - and there is 
zero - let's grant that Mr. Bush possesses no 
bigotry himself. Remove bigotry as the reason 
these people were brought into his campaign, 
and the question becomes judgment. 

These lapses in judgment cannot be 
sloughed off as Bush aides' sloppiness in 
checking these people's backgrounds. The 
judgment question must be directed, properly 
and squarely, to Mr. Bush himself. If he does 

under fire for alleged complicity in drug­
smuggling, a "back-channel" avenue into the 
State Department. The fee: $800,000. 

In a related question of judgment, Mr. 
Bush's running mate, Sen. Dan Quayle, hired 
as his campaign manager the man who was a 
public-relations consultant to Panamanian dic­
tator Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. General 
Noriega later was indicted in Miami and Tam­
pa for alleged drug trafficking. 

Mr. Bush has headed the anti-drug South 
Florida Task Force since its inception. If 
elected, he says, he will name Mr. Quayle to 
oversee Federal drug-fighting efforts. Mr. 
Quayle concedes that he has had no role in 
Senate anti-drug legislation and didn't even 
know that Mr. Bush headed the task force. 

Judgment: It's the indispensable trait that a 
President must possess. Mr. Bush would be 
well-advised, between attacks on Mr. Duka­
kis's judgment, to re-examine his own. 

~ . NRA shoots to kill¥-" 
WHEN THE U.S. House of Repre~n­

tatives killed the Brady amendment, 
it chose ignominy over honor. House 

members voting against the amendment 
chose the National Rifle Association over sav­
ing American lives. 

The NRA spent some $4 million fighting 
the Brady amendment. A?tfsmir. the NRA 
used scare tactics, innuendo, and bald mis­
statements to fight a sensible proposal that it 
once supported - that the majority of Floridi­
ans today support. 

The amendment was named for White 
House Press Secretary James Brady, who was 
injured in a 1981 assassination attempt on 
President Reagan. It proposed a nationwide 
seven-day waiting period for handgun pur­
chases. In that time a gun dealer would be re­
quired to send a local law-enforcement agency 
a form listing the purchaser's name, address, 
and birth date. Police would check criminal 
and court records and report results to the 
dealer. The amendment required that the 
forms be destroyed within 60 days. 

The NRA called this an attempt at national 
registratfon of all handgun owners. What ut­
ter buncombe! 

The NRA said that the Brady amendment 
would cost "billions" in tax dollars. The Con­
gressional Budget Office (CBO) found that 
there would be no direct costs connected to 
the waiting period because it didn't require a 
complete background check. The CBO also 
found that if every jurisdiction that does not 
now conduct background checks did so, the 
costs· would total no more than $10 million be­
cause the jurisdictions are so broad. 

The NRA supported a mushy alternate 
amendment by Rep. William McCollum, Re­
publican of Winter Park. The House obedient-

BRADY AMENDMENT DEFEAT 
ly approved it. Mr. McCollum, whose office 
reports one NRA campaign contribution of 
$250 in 1984, says that he does not oppose a 
waiting period. But he says that he is con­
cerned about whether a national system of 
background checks would work, and its costs. 

The McCollum amendment directs the J us­
tice Department to study the feasibility and 
costs of national background checks. The use 
of fingerprints as identification was men­
tioned, as were Social Security numbers. The 
Justice Department is supposed to get back to 
Congress on t}}i$ - in good tim~. 

Right Tell that to the grieving spouses of 
slain police officers. Tell it to parents of mur­
der victims •.. Go tell it to the NRA. That's 
the only receptive audience for the House's 
sellout of Americans' safety. 

A correction 
IN last Wednesday's recommenda­

tions for Dade legislative races in the 
Oct. 4 runoff, The Herald identified 
candidate Luis E. Rojas as "a former as­
sistant state attorney." In fact, Mr. Ro­
jas was an intern in that office, not an 
assistant state attorney. The error was 
the writer's, however; Mr. Rojas did 
not misrepresent his credentials, and 
The Herald reiterates its recommenda­
tion of him to Republicans in Florida 
House District 109. 

,, 
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School-b, 

To The Editor: 
Re the Sept. 12 editorial on the Dade 

School Board runoffs and candidate Jeff 
Tucker: How do you know he is "utterly 
unqualified"? 

When I voted for Tucker, I confess that 
I didn't know that he was a "contractor." I 
am sick of builders trying to kill all of Flor• 
ida's fragile green environment with slabs 
of concrete. (Clara Oesterle's backing by 
the Latin Builders Association was the 
kiss of death as far as I'm concerned). 

'Anchors' vs. 'floaters' 

To The Editor: 
As a Herald subscriber, I enjoy thE 

game that I must play each morning try• 
ing to guess which section will carry thE 
comics, the stock-market tables, and thE 
television schedule. 

I have found the comics in every sec· 
tion except the news Section A. The) 
have followed the sports, regional news 
and Living Today sections. 

Stock-market reports have been in ev 
ery section as well. Television news anc 
schedules have been in every section, ex 
cept the main news section. 

Why is there no consistency to when 
. these features are placed? Why not pu 
them in a specific section every day? 

It's a nice game. But why? 

IRVIN M. 01S RAELL i 
Tamara 

(The Herald would "anchor'' its stand 
ing features in the same section every da: 
if the number of pages in each issue wer, 
consistent. Page count varies widely wit! 
advertising linage, however, and advertis 
ers' preference for a given section (urthe 
complicates the ability to anchor feature~ 
As a result, daily features must be "float 
ed" in order to balance each of the fou 
daily sections for printing.) 

Go, _g:ators! 

To The Editor: 
Florida has 30,000 beautiful sma 

lakes capable of providing healthful recrE 
ation such as swimming, water skiin1 
boating, and fishing. The lakes ar 
swarming with vicious reptiles. 

The age of reptiles is past. 
The age of homo sapiens is present. 

ADRIENNE MCGILLICUDD 
Keylar6 
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They are particularly angry that the United States has 
joined the United Nations in demanding an inquiry. 
Further, the State Department says it has proof of Iraq's 
guilt and Congress is demanding economic sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Unilateral sanctions, as we have said on other occasions, 
tend to be more an expression of outrage than an effective 
device to exact substantial compliance. Congress should 
let the matter be handled through the United Nations. 

Iraq, having already admitted using poison gas against 
Iran, does not really have very much to lose in terms of its 
moral standing if it is found to have done the same with 
the Kurds. Its true concern is that the Kurds' secessionist 
movement not receive any external support. 

Washington, and the United Nations, should therefore 
offer firm assurances to Iraq that their demand for an 
investigation does not mean support for the Kurds. 

And the Arab countries, instead of denouncing "the 
American Knesset" and seeing a "Zionist plot," should 
persuade Iraq that a fair, single-purpose probe is in its 
own interest . 

After all, if Iraq is not guilty, an impartial investigation 
will confirm that and put to rest the accusations that have 
attained such credibility. 

• e' caught in ethical trap 
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by the National Institutes of Health 
tking testimony in Washington to 
nend a policy on human fetal tissue 
lantation research. 
oratorium was imposed on such re• 
last March and the Reagan adminia­
, apparently out of concern that 

1-iuman fetus tissue in such research 
Jatment projects would encourage or 
to condone abortions, is now consid­

m outright ban on such research. 
ars Olson of Sweden, where experi• 
operations have been conducted, 

d that transplanting brain tissues 
borted fetuses has shown such prom• 
reating Parkinson's Disease patients 
: would be unethical to halt the 
h. 
ing the answer to Parkinson's or any 
lisease is, obviously, a noble objec-
1,ut the ethics, the morality, of the 

are not as clear and simple to 
1e as to Dr. Olson. 

Would pregnancies, and subsequent 
abortions, be encouraged in order to pro­
vide fetal tissue for research or for treat­
ment of diseased patients? Might a woman, 
as one new1 report last week observed, be 
influenced to become pregnant and then 
abort so that ahe mi1ht provide fetal tisaue 
for the treatment of a relative or friend? 

Might abortion• be delayed to a point of 
greater risk, for instance, to produce more 
suitable research or treatment tissue? 

Richard Doerflinger of the National Con• 
ference of Catholic Bishope, one of the 
leadin1 anti -abortion 1roupe in the country, 
told the panel that it would be impossible 
for medical researchers to maintain a con• 
tinuing supply of fetal tissue without enter• 
ing into "a morally unacceptable collabora­
tion with the abortion industry." 

Are we, can we come to be, comfortable 
with the idea of using a potential human 
being to build a more u11able mouse? 

Raymond R. Co/ fey is ma11aging editor of 
the Chicago . Sun- TimeJ. _ __ . __ 
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Should you buy 
• • wagon or a mtrn 

Continued Crom Page 55 
tend to be safer than smaller 
vehicles. · 

If you look at the recently 
released 1988 Highway Loss 
Data Institute statistics, 
which reviews insurance in­
jury and collision loss for dif, 
ferent categories of vehicles 
through the years 1985 to 
1987, most station wagons 
and passenger vans had fewer 
injury claims than the aver­
age for all passenger cars. It's 
even better for repairs: The 
station wagons and mini-vans 
in the HLDI study all had 
lower repair claims than the 
average passenger car. 

The best ranking went to 
the Pontiac Parisienne/Safari 
station wagon ($16,164--1 989 
base price), which scored a 44 
in the catRgory of over-all 
injury. A score of 100 repre­
sents the average number of 
personal injury insurance 
claims for all passenger cars. 
This means the Pontiac Pari­
sienne/Safari had 56 percent 
lower injury claims than the 
average for all passenger cars. 

With that rating, "you 
have a very safe vehicle," 
says Dr. Ian Jones, director of 
engineering for the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety. 

Additionally, all the major 
mini-vans produced in the 
United States, namely Dodge 
Caravan ($10,887-1988 base 
price), Plymouth Voyager 
($10,887-1988 base price), 
Ford Aerostar ($11 ,567-1989 
base price) and the Chevrolet 
Astro Van ($12,400-1989 
base price), had scores also 
showing injury claims well 
below the average for all pas• 
senger cara. 

But, Jonea points out, the 
drivers of these kind of vehi­
cles also tend to be heads of 
families and older and there­
fore statistically safer drivers. 

The Big Three automakers 
make most of the mini-vans 
sold in the United States. 
Although the National High­
way Traffic Safety Adminis­
tration doesn't puss or fail 
autos or mini-vans for sufety, 

. it does test them. 
NHTSA tests are based on 

a crash ·at- aa· m.p.b. The. 

NHTSA L 

Criteria ( 
how a vet: 
score ove1 
increased 1 

injury or 
below 1,0 
creased ri! 

The 198 
senger van 
the driver 
the passen 
Aerostar ! 

the driver 
passenger. 
the Dodg, 
below 1,00 
501 passer 

The Fo 
(the T aur 
with a $ 
price, woL 
comparabl, 
yet with a 
driver and 
senger. 

"I don·t 
any real i: 
mini -van c 
on for th 
mini -vans , 
nearly the 
dards as 
says Samu, 
cle staff c 
Auto Safe 
D.C.-based 
Ralph t-; 
"They're n 
wagons, ye 
to meet th, 
dards." 

Mini-var 
as multip 
vehicles, 11, 

of federal I 
adhere to! 
darda requ 
cars. 

Bob I -,F 
safety s, _n, 
issues at 
says one c 
thia is that 
different si. 
passenger , 
act differer 
For exam~ 
guard bear 
of the mini 
the additio 
really ma: 
much saf, 
stand hi~h 
performanc 
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NRA shoots, CQngress ducks 
oun 
that 
apJ>( 
lori: 

"Dear NRA member: EMERGENCY. 
"URGENT! URGENT! URGENT! 
" ... Anti-gun politicians such as 

Sen. Metzenbaum (D., Ohio), Congress­
man Feighan (D., Ohio) and Sarah 
Brady are attempting to scapegoat the 
drug problem on the backs of law-

House of Representatives, who qadi ~J. 
YOted _in ~ew oJ_get-tou~ its , 
allti-drug amendments all week, voted ratb 
against 1 ncl uaffig"lmnntltl::gun-controt 

""'nreasure to the anti-drug law, appar- Pl 
ently cowering at the thought of cross-

. / abiding American gun owners - to 
\J use it as an excuse to impose total 

federal gun control on America." 

ing the NRA. 'V 
One of those appalled at his col­

leagues' profile in cowardice was Rep. 
William J. Hughes (D., N.J.), chairman 

Tot 
Cl 

Pagt 
it tc 
bew 

That distorted letter was part of a 
successful national campaign by the 
National Rine Association to kill the 
Brady amendment, named after presi­
dential press secretary James Brady, 
who was shot in the head during the 
attempted assassination of President 
Reagan in 1981. In point of fact the 
relatively mild measure would only· 
have required gun purchasers to wait· 
seven days to allow a check for possi­
ble felony offenses or mental heath 
problems - and perhaps allow a homi­
cidal frenzy to subside. 

Nonetheless, the members of the 

of the House Judiciary subcommittee 
on crime. Mr. Hughes, .a former Cape 
May County prosecutor, sportsman and 
one-time NRA political target, said af- acre 
ter the vote: "This was a clear choice ~~~ 
between supporting the police of this turr 
country who face the day-to-day threat cop< 
of being shot, or the gun lobby, which sma 
is a very selfish, narrow-minded spe- assa 
cial interest group that cares about no ism, 
other public concerns. I just regret auo 
that more courage wasn't displayed on ;~~ 
the part of my colleagues in standing pay 

1 

up to the NRA." gov1 
Well said. frau 

Ozone, beaches, radon 

Things may be bad enot 
By George F. Will 

WA~J.JTNr'!Tf\PJ J,,.,... ,,,1,,.., ..,. , - u .. .. .. . •.· ..... . _,.._ 

Any widespread anxiety should have a b 
1>0litical echo. and econhohia shonln ~rvP h 
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...- -Helping Teachers to brow 111 111~••· Juuo 

/),., \'t, Elusive as good teaching may be, its· Some teachers are not getting the job 

Teepen in response ,o 
columns was because h 
laugh so hard I almost 
lieve it was about Lin~ 
time I am writing becaL 
cry with sadness ove1 
Max Cleland is receivir 

L 
~ I 

.. ,, 
11 

~L 

\.} components are readily identifiable, The done, and those found lacking in certain 
best teachers are those who get students in- skill areas will get detailed written evalua­
volved in classroom discussions, cover the tions, including concrete recommendations, 
right amount of material at the right speed, to help them grow in their jobs. 
reinfor~e good perfo_rmance and suggest That may be why many teachers, though 
ways to improve unsatisfactory work. skeptical of written tests, are actually look-

A teacher may do all these things and ing forw.ard to their _observations, to be p~r­
still fall short of greatness, but he or sh~ f~rmed m four 15-_mmute segments by pnn­
will have gotten the job done - and that's c1pals or other tramed evaluators. 
the point of the teacher evaluations going Their initial enthusiasm and that of 
on now in classrooms around the state. their sometimes combative te~chers' associ­

ations, are signs that the education reforms 
launched by Georgia 's Quality Basic Educa­
tion Act (QBE) are working. Teachers ought Our Gun Pathology to be looking for ways to be more effective 
and, more than ever, they are. 

,1 ~ School officials in Lakeland, Fla., have· 
V ordered psychological tests for a first-grade , 

boy who brought a .38-caliber pistol to 
school and waved it around at schoolmates. 

That seems appropriate, but curiously 
incomplete. 

American society ought to be ordered to 
hop on the shrink's couch, too . There is 
something close to pathological in our in­
dulgence of violence - and in our tolerance 
of a system, unique among developed na­
tions, of wide-open gun sales. No other in­
dustrialized country has resigned itself to 
the level of deadly violence that ours lives 
with, and certainly no other makes the men­
ace inevitable by so saturating itself with 
firearms that first-grade kids turn up at 
school packing heat. 

The school officials are very likely right 
in their suspicion there is a screw loose 
somewhere in this situation, but they may 

· .have the wrong patient. 

The evaluations will also give some of 
those who only squeaked by on their writ­
ten tests the chance to demonstrate they 
are first-rate in the classroom, as some 
claimed after the state began testing veter­
an instructors. 

· Teacher associations worry about the 
competence of the people doing the evalua­
tions and the fairness of the appeals proc­
ess, since a failure to improve from one 
evaluation to the next could put a poorly 
rated teacher's job at risk. But state offi­
cials anticipated their concerns: The evalu­
ators have themselves undergone a rigorous 
training and evaluating process at the Geor­
gia Leadership Academy, and improper 
evaluations could put their own jobs at risk. 

One of the most important planks of 
QBE has thus finally slid into place. The 
process deserves the cooperation and sup­
port of those being evaluated and, hearten-
ingly, it appears to be getting it. / 
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L~ The House's Soft Line on Crime 
~ The good guys lost a big one. Last this country. No longer could jilted lovers 

IAAN A'Rt-1\S 
PEI\\.. 

4' c I cc«&+ 

;fl Thursday , the House waved aside pleas or suicidal students walk into gunshops and 
from the nation's law enforcement leaders walk out minutes later with handguns. 
and decided not to require a seven-day 
waiting period for handgun sales. Which 
means the bloody carnage in our streets 
may continue undiminished and the people 
who trade handguns for drugs may heave a 
long, appreciative sigh. 

So much for the House's hard line on 
crime. Its commitment to safer streets ends 
the moment the gun lobbyists clear their 
throats and open their briefcases. Only one 
Georgia congressman, Atlantan John Lewis, 
voted in favor of the waiting period. The 
others (except for Doug Barnard, who did 
not vote) rode small in the saddle with the 
National Rifle Association (NRA). 

The waiting period was to have been 
•part of the House's anti-drug package. The 
lag time between application and purchase 
would have enabled authorities to check a 
customer's background records and prevent 
felons (among others) from buying pistols. 
The measure was intended to help cool the 
guns-for-drugs market. It was meant to 
crimp the style of American dopers who are 
getting rich filling the illegal arsenals of 
thugs the world over. 

But in truth, it would have done much 
more than that. The waiting period - also 
_known as a cooling-off period - would have 
reduced the number of impulse killings in 

Unfortunately, the House just couldn't 
muster the courage for such sweet reason. 
While backers of the plan made rational 
pitches, the NRA alerted the faithful by 
screaming about "backdoor registration of 
American firearms owners." It targeted the 
districts of carefully chosen House members 
for such appeals. Registration? The charge 
is nonsense . The measure merely would 
have required gun dealers to keep the 
names of prospective buyers on file for 30 
days. That's all. 

The sad fact is, this measure was but a 
weak gesture toward gun control. If the 
House had really wanted to sound tough, it 
could have considered stringent regulations 
for semi-automatic assault weapons, which 
are perennial favorites among dopers and 
neo-Nazis. Such rifles are bought and sold 
with fewer restrictions today even than 
handguns. (If pistols are sacrosanct to the 
NRA, rifles are twice blessed.) Strict new 
controls would give drug traffickers a major 
headache. 

But House members - fearless warriors 
against drugs that they are - stuck with the 
politer issue. And even then, they couldn't 
summon the backbone to tell the NRA no. 
Instead, they voted for unsafe streets. 
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ing donations could come 
Colorado Tourism Board, 
Economic Development 

· sion, the state Historica 
' and the private sector. M 
, might be raised through , 
., on state income tax for 

donation box at the Capit, 

Bear cubs I 
1 killed, an 
By Jim Gibney 

.. Special to The Denver Post 

COLORADO SPRIN 
black bear cub was kille 
Sunday night when he ' 
by a pickup truck whil 

~ U.S. 24 with his family 
west of Woodland Park. 

A second 60-pound cu· 
a broken leg in the ac 
will have to be destroye 
ry Apker, district man 
Colorado Wildlife Divisi 

"The cub would ha 
pins put in his leg bon, 
would restrict his mo, 
I'm afraid we're going 
destroyed." 

The cubs' mother, a 
climbed a nearby tree 

Stafford w. 
Episcq,ali: 
womenbisJ 
By Virginia Cutver 
Denver Post Religion Wrtt... 

Unity talks betwe, 
and Anglicans could bt 
Episcopalians ordaiJ 
bishops, Denver Cath< 
op J. Francis Stafford 

His statement wa: 
week after a meeting 
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. . National Rine Assoc1auon. 
.· : The NRA, which once cooper­
.. ·ated with the police, has seemed 

to go berserk in recent years. It 
··lobbied to protect the public sale 

.:: of "cop-killer" bullets - coated 
· with Teflon and capable of pene­

.. ,trating the body armor worn by 
police. The NRA has also lobbied 

-: for easier access to machine guns 
· · and against efforts to improve air­
,. port security. 
. . The NRA's extremism is erod­
_';;'. ing its clout in Congress. Where 
_ ,,most lawmakers once groveled 
, ,. before the NRA, many now are 

heeding the overwhelming support 
·.·:of America's law enforcement 
'"'' community for a national seven­
" ,'day waiting period for handgun 
:::sales. 
· · · The Colorado Association of 

Chiefs of Police last month voted 
_ 88 to 2 to support such a waiting 

period. As Patrick Ahlstrom, leg-
. _islative affairs chairman for the 

group, noted, such a ·· waiting peri­
od would give police time to 
screen out "felons, fugitives, those 
adjudicated mentally incompe-

Jli:lVt: UJ1\..VVC1.CU IIV,U,U ....... ,-. -.- ., .., 

record of mental illness - could 
well have kept Hinckley's twitch­
ing fingers away from the gun he 
fired at President Reagan. 

Thursday, the House voted 228 
to 182 to def eat such a plan, known 
as the "Brady amendment." 
While that vote did nothing to halt 
mayhem in the streets, it was 
close enough to also show that it 
has become politically respectable 
to oppose the once-mighty NRA. 
In Colorado, Republicans Hank 

· Brown, Joel Hefley and Dan 
Schaefer and Democrat Ben 
Campbell voted to continue the 
carnage of unrestricted handgun 
sales. But Democrats Pat Schroe­
der and David Skaggs voted to 
curb any would-be John Hinck­
leys. 

In an election year, lawmakers 
are known by the company they 
keep. We urge Colorado Sens. Bill 
Armstrong and Tim Wirth to sup­
port their local police - not gun- , 
seeking felons and drug addicts -
by voting to restore the Brady 
amendment in the Senate. 

The perils of playing cop'{-,1y 

CATCHING a criminal in the get his hands on me. I could nave 
act, or shortly thereafter, been killed." 

may be one of life's most satisfy- People who take the law into 
ing experiences. But it can also be their own hands probably become 
extremely dangerous. victims far more often than heroes 

The woman who rescued her 6- or heroines. Their failures, though, 
· year-old niece from an alleged don't often make the evening news. 

kidnapper atop Lookout Mountain Moreover, vigilantes sometimes 
last week, for example, could face charges themselves when 
have been killed if the man had their actions backfire. Ask the Ad­
been armed. Or she could have in- ams County .man who chased a 

' jured the girl - or herself - if fleeing shoplifter ~ his pickup 
she'd mishandled the pistol she truck a few years ago, then was 
carried. Police said she was so un- convicted of vehicular assault for 
familiar with it she didn't even pinning the thief against a car and 
know how to uncock the hammer. injuring one of his legs so badly it 

A similar fate could have befall- had to be amputated. 
· en the Ohio couple who staked out Anger, outrage and even a 

a bus stop in Columbus for a year thirst for lip-smacking revenge 
in an effort to nab a man who had are understandable. But emotions• 
raped their daughter. As it turned are no substitute for experience in 
out, their persistence paid off last a confrontation with a criminal. It 

'.-month when the victim's mother may be tempting for a civilian to 
was attacked while acting as a de- go out half-cocked, but it's more 
coy. But as the mother observed sensible to call the cops. They're 
after the suspect was arrested, "It still the ones with the badges, the 
_didn't happen the way it was sup- guns and the know-how to put 

;'·:: posed to. He wasn't supposed to those tools to proper use. , 
, .... 

. ,., Fish-eye view 
· .. : SOMETIMES the creativity 
, · , that flourishes in Boulder 

seems - how shall we put it? - a 

admission charge. 
The project, which opens offi­

cially Thursda~, w~~ built with do-
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T. o it~· ~~;i•;,\ h;s st~t~ h~d . Ass~cfat.;on, bankrolled a $4 mil-
two of its eight congressmen lion campaign to make _sure it 
- Dem.ocrat Tom' Fo-te·y..: :: •., didn't.Pro-gun organizations also 

and Republican:Sid Mofrisbri ·~~ .. - _,. contributed $300,000 to c.ongtes­
vote against tl;ie Br.ady ·'am~nd/ '. ·_ ~ional candidp.tes last year. · 
merit on. Tn'uJ_sd~ w~en the gtin~ ·~ : . ' Foley and . Morri_son shoul_d­
control measure lost m~the,.·, .•. -·. . . · .. not have voted agamst the bill, 
House, 228- f82. ~ •-~ .,, _." _, ••..• :: . .' . , even to avoid the wrath of ~ome 

The amenclment, a mod,J?$t. of their 'Eastern Washington con-
federal attempt to curb violent stituents. Although he has a se-
deaths and' ctit11e', :w.ould h.~Y'e · rious opponent in Democrat Dick 
made a handgun-buyer wa~t seven Golob, Morrison is running 
days befpre receiving a w~apon. comfortably for a fifth term. 
The brief waiting period woul~ • · Foley has no excuse to ap-
have a.llowed tfme 'for law.offi~ · pease the gun lobby. He is House 
cials to check to see· if the buyer · majority leader and stands next 
were a felon~ .'~in ' illegal alien, a in line for speaker. He has served 
drug addict or mentally ill . .. · . . . in the House for 24 years and 

Twenty-two states alreaay : .. ··:' faces an election opponent who is 
require waiting periods, including. a political newcomer with a to-
California, which nabbed. t,50.0 •, ken $6,000 in campaign funds. 
criminals trying to buy guns ln ·· From his powerful position, 
1986. The Brady amendment" Foley could have helped convince 
h~d the strong support of all of'the Democrats, Republicans - and 
major law-enforcement organi- his constituents - that sensible 
zations, among them the Washing- restrictions on handgun sales 
ton State· Association of Sheriffs ·, can help reduce the number of, 
& Police Chiefs~ ·' · -· . " suicides, accidental shootings, . . 

: But the Brady amendment · · violent crimes and murders in this 
did not pass because the gun lob- country. He did not do that. 
by, led by the National Rifle More's the pity. 

~ ~ I • 

Criticism deleted 1? 
Two of every five adults in- the CDC saw fit to delete from the 

fected with AIDS are black report. But it left intact an 11-
0J:" Hispa11ic- - . far .in ex- , ·' ·; page discussion detailing the $30 

ce~s of these groups•·ptoportional " million minority AIDS prog·ram• 
representation in the general it administers, according to the 
population. : . .. , , ' Atlanta Constitution. 

That's why, appropriately CDC officials offered the 
enough, there is a flap over the lame excuse that they had merely 
Centers for Disease Control's "condensed" the report. Unfor-
significant little omission in a re- lunately, the public already is all 
pqrt the agency .made public .·; .. .. too familiar with .this . .type of .. ,.. .., .. 
assessfiig ·us: perf.oi:masic·e--i.R.- com- ,:,. "coridensa'tion!!. of.disturbing,in-.,'.,,:, 
batting AIDS. . . . ,; formation unfavorable to gov-

'. The..a~cyst.a;,hire.d..hy,thei~,:.,·:,: ... -. ,ermnent,agen~iesw~-Jvc"; i,., .. . ;,.~-•• ~~n'.; 
CDC took it-to'..task: fodraving . '~no, The CDC, which has the rare.: ... 
cohesive plan of action" for distinction of being one govern"' 
stopping the spread of AIDS ment agency that so far has 
among racial and _ethnic minor- enjoyed public confidence, has far 
ities. They saiµ the CDC lacks too important a job· to do to .. . . 
information about the "knowl- indulge in such disingenuous, dis-
edge, attitude and behaviors'~ r~ appointing shenanigans. · 
ga,rding AIDS in- minority popu- The urgency inherent in the- :. 
lations. And· it said the agency has unusually high rate of AIDS in 
no idea how much of the money minority populations should 
it sends to local health agencies compel the CDC to face its short:-
for minority AIDS programs ac- comings in dealing with the cul,-
tually reaches the minorities. for tural and fiscal accountability 
whom it was intended. problems that may be involved, 

·.AH ·ofthis criticism, l'lowever; not hide them. · · .• 
•j .. _,, ··-

------::. .. 

FIRES 

Forest Services' 'let 
I have a longstanding concern for the 

U.S. Forest Service's "let it bum" policy. 1• 

This policy is ironically embraced by so­
called environmentalists; its flaws are •· 
huge and becoming painfully clear. 

Fires running wild are scorching and 
wasting beautiful countryside, burning 
homes and destroying habitat for wildlife. 
Politicians and politically appointed 
agency managers are mired in the stupid­
ity of the "let it burn" policies. 

I spent six summers fighting forest 
fires and preparing timber slash sites for l 
controlled bums. I have fought fires from 
digging trenches on the ground, to 
fighting fire from the air and from the 
supply and fiscal cost end. I also spent a 
summer as liaison to the news media for 
the Department of Natural Resoul'Ces: 
' A fire is much easier and cheaper to 
_con\rol .or . extinguish when it is small. 
That means''l!on.,t let it bun\ - those· are 
valuable natural resources and the dan­
ger of burning up someone's home or 
timberland cannot be easily reversed 
once the fire grows. 

Major portions of America's most 
noteworthy national park, Yellowstone, 
have charred. This month near Wenatch- c 
ee, 30,000 acres of timber and grassland t 
went up in smoke' overnight, claiming t 
several homes; the fire then doubted in I 
size before firefighters could get it con­
trolled. With dry weather conditions we. 
have recently seen, "let it bum" policies . ·c 
are absolutely insane. We have outdoor c 
burning bans in the cities and we let the .. c 
forests bum. How '!luch sense d?~s. t,haJ;_ iJ 

k '· ? - . . • -ma e. 
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