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Two Ohio Democrats, Sen. Howard Met-
zenbaum and Rep. Edward Feighan have at-
tached gun-control amendments to sweeping
anti-drug legislation in both houses. They
predict the provisions will prevent drug traf-
fickers from buying handguns at the local
gunshop. There is much that is laudable
about the drug legislation in that it mandates
the death penalty for drug kingpins. But the
gun-control measures, which would impose
a seven-day waiting period on all gun pur-
chases, are unliklely to keep guns out of the
hands of drug pushers.

The waiting period idea seems reason-

able. After all, 20 percent of the nation’s gun-

toting felons purchase their weapons ille-
gally from legitimate gun dealers.
Supporters of Metzenbaum-Feighan argue
that the measure would enable these dealers
to prevent such purchases.

That’s questionable, however, since the
amendment doesn’t require local law en-
forcement officials to conduct background
checks of prospective gun purchasers dur-

. ing the seven-day waiting period.

The proposal requires all gun purchasers
to sign sworn statements that dealers would
turn into the authorities, who can keep them
for 60 days, after which the law requires their
destruction. Dealers must keep the forms for
a year, long enough, one assumes, for the the
police to pick up on any mistakes. There is no
penalty for police who decide to keep the
forms or information on them more than 60
days, although they would violate the law by
doing so.

In generating all this paperwork, gun mer-
chants merely will duplicate efforts already

~mema BINY

ers do not turn 4473s over to tne pouce, as
required of the form to be submitted pursu-
ant to Metzenbaum-Feighan, but they must
keep them for 20 years in case the police need
them for an investigation.

Presumably, local authorities who want to
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doa background check under Metzenbaum-
Feighan would use the FBI'’s National Crime
Information Center (NCIC), a databank of
information on felons available to local
authorities. Since the amendment doesn’t
mandate fingerprinting, NCIC can be
checked only for identical names. Felons
soon will figure out that the best way not to
get caught is by using someone else’s name
when purchasing a firearm.

With six million new and used guns sold
annually, the NCIC would face a flood of new
inquiries on top of the 7.7 million it must
already process. Metzenbaum-Feighan won’t
decrease crime or drug trafficking, but will
prompt local, state and federal authorities to
waste an inordinate amount of time tracking
down what in nine cases of ten will be useless
leads, since most legally purchased hand-
guns are not used in felonies or drug crimes.

The amendments raise a further troublin;
question. It imposes a waiting period on th
majority of American states that have chose:
not to have them. That is, it gives the loce
police powers that local citizens and legisl:
tures deliberately have not granted then
Such congressional encroachment on loc:
government represents a real threat to th
sanctity of local government and to the cot
cept of federalism.

Rep. Bill McCollum has introduced a re-
form that is at once less burdensome and
more likely to work. He would require the
FBI to compile a list of all known felons and
make it available to gun dealers for instanta-
neous identification at the time and place of
purchase. His amendment would also send
directly to jail any parollee or felon who pur-
chases agun.

Gun control, as has been proven time and
again, never achieves its laudable goal of re-
ducing the supply and usage of handguns. It
generally inconveniences law abiding citi-
zens while failing to punish lawless creeps.
If Congress wants to crack down on drug
related criminals, it must concentrate on
punishing criminals with sufficient vigor to
deter further crime. Forcing citizens to fill
out more form: ' - thoemicle

non’s wife, says a new biography depicting
the dead Beatle as a dope fiend, anorexic and
bisexual who wanted out of hlS marriage is
. It's amazing that some-
body took such a paetic license. I don't see

Johnin there

ging adulteress who wanted to dump Lennon
as much as he wanted to dump her. Listeners
to the radio station airing the interview were
urged by the host, a Lennonist, to call a 900
number to ‘vote’ on whether they thought the
book was true.
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been loaded at gunpoint onto a plane head-

ed out of the country, and another general
has replaced him. There is little visible reason to
think that the new leadership, under Lt. Gen.
Prosper Avril, represents any great improvement
over its predecessors. Haiti has now had four
regimes in the past year, the last three, including
the new one, ruhng in open violation of the
country's new constitution.

The reasons for the coup are, as usual, obscure
The Ton-Tons Macoutes, the armed irregulars
who were the enforcers for the deposed Duvalier
dictatorship, recently shot up a Catholic church
during Mass and murdered a dozen people. Then,
in the ultimate gesture of contempt for the law,
they went on television to warn others not to
displease them. The coup may have been, in some
part, a reaction to those events by military units
hostile to the Macoutes. But that may not be the
whole story.

It is wrong to think of Haitian politics in
modern terms. The country has no effective
government, and has had none for some years. It
has reverted to a much older pattern. Small bands
of armed men, some in uniform and some not,
follow their respective captains, fighting each
other for booty and respect. The captain survives
as long as he can provide his followers with those

! NOTHER HAITIAN president has now
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rewards. Many are involved in smuggling, some
in drugs. Col. Jean-Claude Paul, who has been
accused by American authorities of international
drug-running on a conspicuous scale, seems to
have emerged from this latest change of com-
mand with his status undiminished,

The United States’ influence in Haiti is now,
unfortunately, minimal, When the Haitian army
used its guns last autumn to disrupt a legal
presidential election, the United States cut its aid
to the barest minimum of humanitarian support.
That has left nothing more to cut,

Haiti is a country of some 6 million people of
whom the great majority are illiterate, utterly
isolated from the world and impoverished. It is
one of the few countries in the world where food
supplies have diminished over the past genera-
tion. The diet there is now more meager than in
India or most of Africa.

To make a real difference in these people’s
condition, a Haitian government—if there were
one—would have to find the key to a rapid
increase in foreign aid. That key is elections, and
a return to the constitution. The armed bands
resist it as a threat to their present activities. If
the new president, Gen. Avril, is not prepared to
move in that direction, the current anarchy is
likely to continue and the present poverty will
deepen.

The NRA's Hired Guns Kl

ery major law enforcement orgamzanon m
the country
jumped when the ivaovie, aew.e
dance the other day. They voted to kill the “Brady
amendment,” which calls for a seven-day waiting
period between purchase and delivery of a handgun.

More than a few had a possible financial incen-
tive for their votes in the form of $1.2 million in
contrihutions from the NRA's PAC, plus goods
and services-——media ads, for example—between
Jan. 1, 1983, and Julv 31, 1988. In addition, the
NRA's leading legislative lights offered them
some political camouflage for killing the Brady
amendment in the form of the McCollum substi-
tute—an ineffective, expensive measure that
would give gun dealers access to records they
have no business seeing or using.

According to figures compiled by Common
Cause, 176 House members who voted for the
McCollum killer amendment had NRA financial
support—an average of $6,635 each. The NRA
supported the campaigns of 48 representatives
wih more than $10,000 each, and 43 of them

D ISREGARDING the urgent requests of ev-

voted the NRA’s way. Harold Volkmer of Missouri
led the list with a total of $80,376 in NRA PAC
contributions and independent expenditures. Vir-
ginia's Frederick Boucher was right up there too,
with a grand total of $16,840 in NRA ammunition,

Mr. Boucher was not the only Virginian to vote
that way: of the state’s delegation, only Frank Wolf
and Herbert H. Bateman voted against the McCol-
lum monkey wrench. In Maryland, where the law-
makers have seen how a state waiting period can
save lives, those who voted against the NRA line
were Connie Morella, Steny Hoyer, Tom McMillen,
Ben Cardin and Kweisi Mfume. Those falling for the
McCollum amendment were Helen Bentley, Roy
Dyson and Beverly Byron. Mr. Dyson received
$14,750 in NRA PAC contributions.

At least the gap is narrowing between NRA-
approved votes and votes for public safety meas-
ures that do not abridge gun owners’ rights.
Police, whose lives are at stake here, are working
on a campaign in the Senate to revive the Brady
amendment and to overcome the resounding
defeat in the House. The effort must continue
until.the forces of common sense prevail.

Gr
yeé:
cor
ga
up

gat
in’
lon
(ne
fig

tra
tim
dec
last
19
eve
alm
the
abr
Aln
tun
The
sec

[“4
sor
pla
19
ant
acr
(or
int

to

ish
the
trc
fir:
Gr

pe
wt
re.
M:
SIC
ha



attorney general to develop a system giving gun
dealers access to arrest records on potential gun
purchasers; the idea would be that the dealers could
then keep on whipping out those over-the-counter
handguns to people who didn’t make the master list.
Police already have blasted this proposal as not only
an attempt to stall any serious measure but also a
completely unworkable plan.

On behalf of the members and families of 11
national policing organizations, the Law Enforce-
ment Steering Committee has labeled the McCol-
lum Amendment “a sham that would kill a low-
cost, ct TRt ™ e e
waiting
out tha

chiefs, troopers, officers on the beats, shentts,
union officials—are urging rejection of the McCol-
lum Amendment as “an affront to the law enforce-
ment community.” They are asking House mem-
bers to support the Brady Amendment as the
“common-sense bill that would save lives and keep
guns out of the hands of those who cannot be
entrusted with them, who cause thousands of un-
necessary deaths each year and create an atmos-
phere of danger and fear in our cities and towns.”
Who's right on this one: those on the front lines in
the battle against crime and drugs—or those in the
top ranks of the NRA who put gun sales first above a
simple and effective public safety measure? The
Brady Amendment deserves support, not sabotage.

Fiddling With Student Aid

lars a year on college student aid. The

allocation of this money—and the higher
education it buys—and the total each year de-
pend on a set of complex rules that have never
been as widely debated or understood as they
deserve. Two examples occur in the pending bills
to reduce defaults in college student loans. Enor-
mously important decisions are being made in
footnotes, the wrong way to proceed.

There are two main student aid programs, one
grant, one loan. The loan program, which is partly
for the middle class, is an entitlement. Any student
who qualifies can go to a bank for a loan that the
government will guarantee and partly subsidize.
The costs are automatically paid each year, without
regard to the appropriations process.

The House bill would make the grant program
for the poor an entitlement as well. Currently, the
maximum grants authorized each year by the
education committees can only be given if the
appropriations committees provide enough mon-
ey. They often don’t, and the grants must be
prorated down. The bill would lower the autho-
rized maximums for the next few years, to bring
them in line with recent appropriations, but seeks
to change the rules so these authorized maxi-
mums would then control. The idea is, over time,
to strengthen the grant program on grounds that
the mix of aid in recent years has been allowed to
tilt too far toward loans, and has fallen too far
behind rapidly rising college costs.

T HE GOVERNMENT spends billions of dol-

Saat mg-,q )
at 749-6:
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The administration opposes the step for fear it
would add to costs. Qur own objection is less to
the possible cost, which may be justified, than to
the fact that this is patchwork in an area that
needs to be much more systematically examined.
Aides say the president will veto this otherwise
modestly constructive bill if the entitlement pro-
vision is retained, and that alone should be reason
to put it off until another time.

The second provision in both the House and the
Senate bills involves the counting of family assets in
determining a student’s eligibility for a grant or
loan. Currently such assets lower eligibility, on the
theory that they can be borrowed against. The
Senate bill would change this for both loans and
grants to families with incomes under $30,000 by
not counting as assets principal homes or family-
owned farms or businesses. The House bill would
do the same thing, but only in the loan program and
for all families, regardless of income. But that’s a
tilt toward loans and the middle class by the same
people who have just told us the need is for a tilt
toward grants and the poor instead. Except that it's
an election year, why, in a time of enormous federal
deficits, not count assets?

The higher education bills of the Reagan years
have mainly been defensive. Congress has rightly
spent most of its energy protecting the programs
against proposed cuts. But before it next expands
the programs, it needs to rationalize them, These
bills should stick to their subject of defaults,
which is problem enough.
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convenience on a legitimate customer while giving
law enforcement officials time ta check for a crimi-
nal or psychiatric record. The measure, vigorously
supported by police, would inhibit criminal gun run-
ning between places with tough gun laws and those
without.

sewnowu gun uealers access to confidential
F. B. l fxles a dangerous thought, and could cost up
to $500 million. But fantasy was the point: while
Washington ponders instant identification, gun run-
ning may proceed as usual.

N.R.A. cynicism no longer surprises police. The
gun lobby, they might say, has a record:

Rambo Guns. The proliferation of semlauto-
matic military assault rifles, usually in the hands o’
drug gangsters, turns urban neighborhoods intc
zones of random terror. The guns are sold legally as
semiautomatics, requiring a trigger pull for each
shot, but are easily converted to fully automatic.
Their rapid fire overwhelms standard police revolv-

Plastic Guns. Firearms manufacturers are
eager to develop a new market for guns made of
lightweight, rust-free plastics. But a wholly non-
metallic gun could become the “terrorist special,”
invisible to a metal detector. The rifle association
“pught bills to require minimum metal content in

uns, but caved in the end when passage appeared
1ev1table in both houses. The bill now awaits a con-
arence.

“Cop-Killer” Bullets. Bullets made of hard al-
wys easily penetrate the Kevlar vests used by po-
ce officers. Yet when Congress mounted a drive to
an such bullets, the N.R.A. waged a determined
wnterattack, only to yield when it became clear

wnat continued opposition was futile.

" Attacks on Police. When the International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police endorsed a Federal
waiting period bill, the gun lobby urged gun lovers
to complain to the Mayor of Nashville about their
police chief, Joe Casey. Why Joe Casey? He's presi-
dent of the Chiefs of Police. The N.R.A. has also cong
ducted attacks on other well-regarded chiefs like
Joseph McNamara of San Jose, Calif,, and Anthony
Bouza of Minneapolis,

. , e eesn w uv upiaung crime — and the
gun lobby. .

NBC’s $8 Million Contribution H poor management and chronic inefficiencies. Gov-
C $ b Toplcs ernor Cuomo, Mayor Koch and the Rev. Jesse
It was regrettable that Vice President Bush of Jackson wanted it to undertake a national search

and Governor Dukakis agreed to only two tele-

for a new executive director to replace Betty

vised debates. This disappointed voters who hoped : The Dolen, who retires later this year.

that a more expansive schedule would add sub- Times Yet the city Board of Elections arrogantly
stance to a campaign trivialized by long-distance refuses to reconsider s abrupt appointment of an
mudslinging. Worse, the date for the first debate, insider, Daniel DeFrancisco, to the $72,000-a-yecar
Sept. 25, coincides with the Olympics. post.

NBC has now mitigated the damage by deciding (o in-
terrupt its Olympics coverage for 80 minutes to broadcast
the debate. CBS and ABC, which are not covering the
Olympics, had already agreed to broadcast the debate.
NBC officials think that as many as 40 million viewers
would have preferred the athletes to the candidates.

There's no guarantee that all 40 million will tune in.
But NBC's decision is welcome. The network has invested
$530 mmilion in its Olympic coverage. The 90 lost minutes
may <ost it as much as $8 million. It still stands to profit
handsomely from the Games, however, and now makes a
cuntribution as wen to democracy

New York’s Board of Arrogance Q\’l

What does it take to shame New York City’s Board of
Elections? The state Board of Elections has faulted its

r'\’ ?

New York City lags years behind most other big
cities in replacing antiquated manual voting machines.
Breakdgwns are frequent, disenfranchising voters. A
shortage of trained inspectors continugs to jeopardize the
integrity of elecnons Low voter registration remains a
scandal.

Whatever Mr. DeFrancisco’s merits, the board owed
it to the city’s voters to conduct a serious national search
for a candidate capable of restoring lost public trust.
Mrs. Dolen doesn't plan to retire until the end of this
year, making all thg more inexcusable the board's rush to
cronyism,

Board members are appointed by the City Council, -

and all are up for renewal in January. By their willful dis-
regard of the interest of New York City voters, all those
involved in this travesty have shown themselves unwor-
thy of reappointment.
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Ing period between a weapons sale and IS delivery
would allow the police time to conduct background
checks on would-be handgun owners. ‘

Such a common-sense idea should, on its merits,
breeze to victory as an amendment to Congress’ anti-
drug abuse bill. Yet next week’s House vote is
expected to be very close, due to a campaign of distor-
tions and “killer amendments” by one of Washington’s
most powerful special interests: the gun lobby. The

ional Rifle Association is destined to continue los-
ing credibility as an aavocate Tor law-abIding Nrearms
owners as long as i1t provides such covering fire
violent criminars. =

In most States and cities, handguns are now access-
ible on the honor system: Buyers must fill out a fed-
eral application form, which is relegated to a filing
cabinet while an over-the-counter gun is handed out
immediately. The pending amendment—sponsored in
the House by Rep. Edward Feighan of Lakewood and
in the Senate by Ohio’s Sen. Howard Metzenbaum—
would require a seven-day waiting period between a
handgun’s purchase and its delivery. During the
seven-day delay, local law-enforcement authorities
would have the option of checking police files an’
court records to see if the purchaser legally is forbit
den to own a handgun.

In its desperation to block approval of even such
sensible gun-control measure, the NRA is trying !

spread among thousands of local police departments—
a reasonable price to pay for crime control.

Twenty-two states and many cities, including Cleve-
land, already require a waiting period. Every major
police organization says such a law helps protect pub-
lic safety. But the patchwork of local laws allows guns
to fall into the wrong hands; all one hastodoisgoto a
jurisdiction where such laws are not enforced. For
example, a national waiting period might have pre-
vented the 1981 assassination attempt agamst Presi-
dent Reagan. Instead, would-be assassin John W.
Hinckley Jr. lied on the federal handgun form in
Texas, quickly received a gun and set out for Wash-
ington to shoot the president.

The “Brady bill”—named as a tribute to James
Brady, the White House aide who was wounded in the
1981 shooting, and his wife Sarah Brady, who has
championed the campaign for a handgun waiting
period—deserves strong support from both houses of
Congress ~ e e

a. .
=ouragmg to see the NRA, which once sup-

) waiting period, so consumed by pro-gun abso-

hat it ignores rational ways to protect citizens
ime.

Burma, the new counuy

O n July 29, Sein Win, an Associated JPress corre-

spondent in Rangoon, was thrown into jail on a
trumped-up charge. At the time of his arrest, Burma
was an authoritarian state. During Sein Win’s captivity
and unknown to him, the country erupted in political
turmoil and bloodshed. On his release last Thursday,
Sein Win reported: “I entered a new country. As I
emerged from jail, I witnessed an incredible thing.
For the first time in a quarter century, people—thou-
sands and thousands of them—were chanting, crying
for democracy, and there were no secret police,
no soldiers with bayonets fixed and with fingers on the
trigger to stop the demonstrators.”

What an incredible transformation in a country that
for 26 years had been ruled as a one-party, socialist
state by a military government. Within a few short but
eventful weeks the person who had run the country
since 1962, Ne Win, was replaced by Sein Lwin, who
also was replaced. His successor, Maung Maung,
became the first civilian president since the military
coup. Now Maung Maung has proposed a referendum
to determine if Burma should restore democracy. He
says he will quit if the ruling socialist party rejects his
referendum plan. Yet even those concessions have
failed to appease the growing numbers of people clam-
oring for democracy.

Who would have predicted such developments, espe-

" cially just a few weeks ago when then-ruler Sein
Lwin, already linked to an earlier massacre, had the
L4

army fire on unarmed demonstrators, killing 1127 It
seemed the regime was prepared to use whatever
force was necessary to crush student dissidents.

Then, suddenly, Sein Lwin resigned, to be replaced
by Maung Maung, who set up a commission to consider
public grievances. But protests continued, and stu-
dents were joined by people from many walks of life—

“including government workers—moved both by disen-

chantment with socialism and a craving for democracy.
Last Wednesday, Maung Maung lifted martial law.
Boldly, he put his own political future on the line, not
only threatening to resign if the government refuses to
hold a referendum, but declaring he will not run if the
people vote for multi-party elections.

The possibility of a referendum is doubtful. The
popular movement for democracy demands faster
action. On the other side, Maung Maung’s socialist
colleagues may rebuff him, just as they rejected calls
for an earlier. referendum. But can the regime ever
rule again as it did for 26 years? Western observers
think Burma, like the Philippines in 1986, is
experiencing an unstoppable upsurge of “people
power.” They warn, however, that the regime’s oppo-
nents must quickly identify leaders if democracy is to
make headway and Burma is to avoid sinking into
anarchy. Nonetheless, in a country forcibly. isolated by
its own rulers for a quarter century, it is impressive
and inspiring to hear voices rise against a particularly
inept brand of socialism and in favor of western-style
liberal democracy. A new country, indeed.
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legislators. This was the apparent
climax to a sting operation; during
a two-year period the FBI set up
at least five bogus companies,
made contributions in excess of
$64,000 to legislators and success-
fully won enactment of two bogus
bills.

As Attorney General John Van
de Kamp correctly cautions, no-
body has been indicted or convict-
ed. The legislators named should
not be pre-judged. And yet . ..

Does anyone doubt that the
legislators, more than ever, are
preoccupied with building war
chests for their own election
campaigns? That the ticket to a
fund-raising dinner often be-

puliil gocs IIUCILC PCUUlllly De-
come outright corruption?

Is it only when there is a direct
and proved quid pro quo between
bribes and favorable legislation?
Or does it come when legislators
accept campaign contributions
from special interests? Or so-
called honorariums from special

.interest groups — more than

$700,000 was paid last year com-
pared with $52,000 in 19797

It’s ironic that the full-time
Legislature, approved by voters
in 1974 to increase professional-
ism and lessen the influence of
lobbyists in Sacramento, has led
instead to lawmakers seemingly
more interested than ever in re-

ADG Ciuzens ceriainiy shouid
expect the Legislature to take ac-
tion to eliminate ambiguities in
the law rather than pass reform
off to the voters through the initi-
ative process.

The current FBI 1nvest1gat10n
has struck at members of both
parties. The sickly smell in Sac-
ramento is being spread not by
just Democrats or only Republi-
cans. At fault is that biggest and
strongest and most unified of all
parties — the incumbents.

And unless the Legislature
cleans up its act quickly, voters
should do something about mak-
ing sure that party’s over in No-
vember.

Controlhng handguns

wuwvwa oolvicted felons, drug
addicts, and mental patients be al-
lowed to walk in off the street and
purchase handguns on demand
from dealers? Plain good sense
dictates that putting concealable
weapons into the hands of such
persons simply spurs more crime
— from robbery and murder to
drug abuse and suicide.

Indeed, the virtually unrestrict-
ed availability of small arms in
most states explains why some
20,000 Americans die each year
from handguns, including 12,000
victims of suicide. By contrast,
handgun deaths in all of Great
Britain, where such weapons ar
difficult to obtain, number onl'
about a dozen annually.

A bill scheduled for a vote thi
week in the House of Representa-
tives takes a modest step toward
reducing the heavy death toll of
"handguns by imposing a seven-day
waiting period on gun purchases.

The prime aim of the proposed

cooling-off period is to give law-
enforcement authorities time to
run background checks on poten-
tial buyers and block handgun
sales to dangerous criminals and
““e mentally ill.

But the waiting period al

ould avert many shooting dea

HAVE You
HUGGED
HANDGUN

, YOUR
" TODAY ?
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1at occur in a passing fit of
:nse emotion, such as during
1estic quarrels, neighborh
uds, and despondency t
riggers suicides. Psycholog
testify to the fleeting nature
such volatile and danger
moods, meaning that tragedy of
can be prevented merely by giv
persons time to calm down.

Dubbed the Brady amendment
after White House Press Secretary
Jim Brady, who was disabled by a
bullet in the 1981 attack on Presi-
dent Reagan, the measure before
the House simply extends on a na-

ionwide basis the sort of waiting
reriod already required by 22

states. (California has a 15-day
waiting time, which enables police
here to thwart about 1500 at-
tempted gun purchases a year by
criminals, drug addicts, and men-
tal patients.)

Judged on its merits, the Brady
amendment ought to be enacted
overwhelmingly. But the outcome
of the vote in the House is uncer-
tain, solely because of the rabid
intimidation of the National Rifle
Association during an election
year. With its 2.8 million members,
the increasingly radicalized NRA
exerts enormous pressure on

Tavmmalbana $n t1natn Aanninat nanmler

legisiation.

This week’s vote on the House
floor will test the notion that, even
during an election year, common
sense and principle can prevail
over one of the most potent of po-
litical forces — an incumbent’s
fear of losing his seat by alienat-
ing a noisy minority.
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talk tough about fighting crime now have a
chance to back up their words with mean-
ingful action. An effort may be made, per-
haps as early as today, to block passage of
much-needed legislation that would require
a national seven-day waiting period for peo-
ple purchasing handguns from dealers to
give police an opportunity to conduct back-
ground checks. Representatives who are se-
rious about curbing the high incidence of
crime will vote to support the waiting-period
provision in the omnibus drug bill.

The legislation is not as radical as some of
its critics would have the public believe.
Federal law already prohibits certain people
— such as convicted felons, drug addicts and
the mentally ill from purchasing
handguns. But as matters now stand, there is
no way for sales people to screen out those
who are ineligible. A nationwide waiting pe-
riod of seven days would allow local police

L : A
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waiting period would not prevent criminals
from obtaining handguns because such peo-
ple often get their weapons from sources
other than dealers. What those critics ne-

do indeed purchase their weapons through
dealers — in fact, more than 20 percent, ac-
cording to a Justice Department study. New
Jersey, which has required background
checks for handgun purchases for 19 years,
has caught 10,000 convicted felons trying to
buy weapons during that time.

True, a nationwide waiting period for
handgun buyers would be no panacea to the
crime problem. But it would be an important
step toward making our communities safer.
Together with legislation that would
toughen the penalties for those who use
handguns in the commission of crimes, it
could make a significant difference. Anyone
who doubts the bill’s importance only needs
to ask the opinion of the 11 national law en-
forcement organizations that have lined up
behind it — groups that include everyone
from police chiefs to patrolmen. Dallas Po-
lice Chief Mack Vines endorsed the concept

shin eevanls

infringe upon that right. It merely would
give law-abiding citizens the assurance that
some criminals could not get their hands on
handguns as easily as they do now.

SMOOTH SALE’ING

S&L transaction looks like a step forward

Let’s see now. American Savings has $30
billion in assets, and an investment group
led by Robert M. Bass has just purchased 70
percent of American for $550 million. The
US. government, through the Federal Sav-
ings and Loan Insurance Corp., tossed in a $2
billion note for 30 percent.

A bad deal? Actually, it is a very good deal.
Good for Mr. Bass, good for the FSLIC and
good for the nation. When you can pick up 70
percent of a $30 billion financial institution
with 186 prime branch locations throughout
the booming California market and the gov-
ernment wipes the slate clean of bad loans,
you have cut a good deal. By finding a pri.
vate buyer, the FSLIC has avoided having to
pay out billions to cover insured depositors.

In the case of American, the FSLIC had
been forced to stop a run on the savings and
loan by announcing it would stand behind
all deposits, not just those over $100,000, as

the }aw requires. Had FSLIC been forced to
liquidate American and pay the difference to

depositors, the cash outlay would have used
up every dime of an emergency loan pro-
vided that agency by Congress last year.

Saving the government money, which
this action may well do over the long haul, is
good for the country.

But addressing the nation’s largest pend-
ing S&L mess also sends a message to the
public that the industry is getting cleaned
up. Industry executives uniformly ap-
plauded the announcement.

However, simply cleaning up the existing
mess doesn't mean any action has been
taken by Congress to ensure that the mess
doesn't recur. Healthy, well-run S&Ls and
their depositors still are having to pay the
freight for the poorly managed. And there is
still no incentive to place deposits in healthy
S&_Ls, or even to manage an S&L well. A high
priority for the next president and Congress

should be structural reform of the S&L in-

dustr"y to make certain history does not re-
peat itself.

lieve AIDS victims got what
serve. AIDS sufferers —
whom have lost their job:
and, soon, their lives — 1
been a popular cause loc
large bequests or charity d
made on their behalf, ever
their plight ought to be or
chief concerns.
Considering the relativ
number of AIDS victims i
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had championed convicted Nazi1 death-camp
murderer John Demjanjuk and belonged to a
group that says the Holocaust never occurred.

The seventh and highest-up aide, Frederic
Malek, was Mr. Bush’s appointee to the Re-
publican National Committee. He quit the oth-
er day after disclosures that as White House
personnel chief in 1971, he had counted Jews
in a Labor Department bureau under orders
from President Nixon, who in his evident
paranoia suspected a “‘Jewish cabal” there.

Absent any evidence of it — and there is
zero — let’s grant that Mr. Bush possesses no
bigotry himself. Remove bigotry as the reason
these people were brought into his campaign,
and the question becomes judgment.

These lapses in judgment cannot be
sloughed off as Bush aides’ sloppiness in
checking these people’s backgrounds. The
judgment question must be directed, properly
and squarely, to Mr. Bush himself. If he does

under lire for alleged complicity in drug-
smuggling, a “‘back-channel” avenue into the
State Department. The fee: $800,000.

In a related question of judgment, Mr.
Bush’s running mate, Sen. Dan Quayle, hired
as his campaign manager the man who was a
public-relations consultant to Panamanian dic-
tator Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. General
Noriega later was indicted in Miami and Tam-
pa for alleged drug trafficking.

Mr. Bush has headed the anti-drug South
Florida Task Force since its inception. If
elected, he says, he will name Mr. Quayle to
oversee Federal drug-fighting efforts. Mr.
Quayle concedes that he has had no role in
Senate anti-drug legislation and didn’t even
know that Mr. Bush headed the task force.

Judgment: It’s theindispensable trait that a
President must possess. Mr. Bush would be
well-advised, between attacks on Mr. Duka-
kis's judgment, to re-examine his own.

NRA shoots to killv

tatives killed the Brady amendment,

it chose ignominy over honor. House
members voting against the amendment
chose the National Rifle Association over sav-
ing American lives.

The NRA spent sor - ** -~~~ fightin
the Brady amendment. he N
used scare tactics, innuendo, and bald mis-
statements to fight a sensible proposal that it
once supported — that the majority of Floridi-
ans today support.

The amendment was named for White
House Press Secretary James Brady, who was
injured in a 1981 assassination attempt on
President Reagan. It proposed a nationwide
seven-day waiting period for handgun pur-
chases. In that time a gun dealer would be re-
quired to send a local law-enforcement agency
a form listing the purchaser’s name, address,
and birth date. Police would check criminal
and court records and report results to the
dealer. The amendment required that the
forms be destroyed within 60 days.

The NRA called this an attempt at national
registration of all handgun owners. What ut-
ter buncombe!

The NRA said that the Brady amendment
would cost “billions” in tax dollars. The Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) found that
there would be no direct costs connected to
the waiting period because it didn't require a
complete background check. The CBO also
found that if every jurisdiction that does not
now conduct background checks did so, the
costs would total no more than $10 million be-
cause the jurisdictions are so broad.

The NRA supported a mushy alternate
amendment by Rep. William McCollum, Re-
publican of Winter Park. The House obedient-

WHEN THE U.S. House of Represen-

BRADY AMENDMENT DEFEAT

ly approved it. Mr. McCollum, whose office
reports one NRA campaign contribution of
$250 in 1984, says that he does not oppose a
waiting period. But he says that he is con-
cerned about whether a national system of
background checks would work, and its costs

The McCollum amendment directs the Jus
tice Department to study the feasibility an
costs of national background checks. The us
of fingerprints 4s identification was men
tioned, as were Social Security numbers. Thi
Justice Department is supposed to get back t
Congress on this — in good time.

Right. Tell that to the grieving spouses of
slain police officers. Tell it to parents of mur-
der victims . . . Go tell it to the NRA. That’s
the only receptive audience for the House’s
sellout of Americans’ safety.

A correction

IN last Wednesday’s recommenda-
tions for Dade legislative races in the
Oct. 4 runoff, The Herald identified
candidate Luis E. Rojas as ““a former as-
sistant state attorney.” In fact, Mr. Ro-
jas was an intern in that office, not an
assistant state attorney. The error was
the writer’s, however; Mr. Rojas did
not misrepresent his credentials, and
The Herald reiterates its recommenda-
tion of him to Republicans in Florida
House District 109,

School-b
To The Editor:

Re the Sept. 12 editorial on the Dade
School Board runoffs and candidate Jef
Tucker: How do you know he is “utterly
unqualified’’?

When I voted for Tucker, I confess tha
Ididn’t know that he was a “‘contractor.”
am sick of builders trying to kill all of Flor
ida’s fragile green environment with slab:
of concrete. (Clara Qesterle’s backing by
the Latin Builders Association was the
kiss of death as far as I'm concerned).

‘Anchors’ vs. ‘floaters’

To The Editor:

As a Herald subscriber, I enjoy the
game that [ must play each morning try
ing to guess which section will carry the
comics, the stock-market tables, and the
television schedule.

I have found the comics in every sec
tion except the news Section A. The:
have followed the sports, regional news
and Living Today sections.

Stock-market reports have been in ev
ery section as well. Television news anc
schedules have been in every section, ex
cept the main news section.

Why is there no consistency to wk~-

these features are placed? Why not __

them in a specific section every day?
It’s a nice game. But why?

IRVIN M. DISRAELL)
Tam

(The Herald would “anchor” its stand
ing features in the same section every da
if the number of pages in each issue wer

consistent. Page count variesw'* * it
advertising linage, however, and tis
ers’ preference for a given secti_______he

complicates the ability to anchor feature:
As a result, daily features must be “‘float
ed” in order to balance each of the fou
daily sections for printing.)

Go, gators!

To The Editor:

Florida has 30,000 beautiful sma
lakes capable of providing healthful recre
ation such as swimming, water skiing
boating, and fishing. The lakes ar
swarming with vicious reptiles.

The age of reptiles is past.

The age of homo sapiensis present.

ADRIENNE MCGILLICUDD
Key Larg
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NRA shoots, Congress ducks

“Dear NRA member: EMERGENCY.'

“URGENT! URGENT! URGENT!

“...Anti-gun politicians such as
Sen. Metzenbaum (D, Ohio), Congress-
man Feighan (D., Ohio) and Sarah
Brady are attempting to scapegoat the
drug problem on the backs of law-
abiding American gun owners — to
use it as an excuse to impose total
federal gun control on America.”

That distorted letter was part of a
successful national campaign by the
National Rifle Association to Kkill the
Brady amendment, named after presi-
dential press secretary James Brady,
who was shot in the head during the
attempted assassination of President
Reagan in 1981. In point of fact the

relatively mild measure would only:
have required gun purchasers to wait-

seven days to allow a check for possi-
ble felony offenses or mental heath
problems — and perhaps allow a homi-
cidal frenzy to subside.

Nonetheless, the members of the

- — resw SAsvMEmAIIL VI W1 VIOT

ing the NRA.
One of those appalled at his col-
leagues’ profile in cowardice was Rep.
William J. Hughes (D, N.J.), chairman
of the House Judiciary subcommittee
on crime. Mr. Hughes, a former Cape
May County prosecutor, sportsman and
one-time NRA political target, said af-
ter the vote: “This was a clear choice
between supporting the police of this
country who face the day-to-day threat
of being shot, or the gun lobby, which
is a very selfish, narrow-minded spe-
cial interest group that cares about no
other public concerns. 1 just regret
that more courage wasn'’t displayed on
the part of my colleagues in standing

- up to the NRA."

Well said.
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Ozone, beaches, radon

By George F. Will
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Things may be bad enot

Any widespread anxiety should have a

political echo. and econhobhia shonld eerve r
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The House’s Soft Line on Crime

The good guys lost a big one. Last
Thursday, the House waved aside pleas
from the nation's law enforcement leaders
and decided not to require a seven-day
waiting period for handgun sales. Which
means the bloody carnage in our streets
may continue undiminished and the people
who trade handguns for drugs may heave a
long, appreciative sigh.

So much for the House’s hard line on
crime. Its commitment to safer streets ends
the moment the gun lobbyists clear their
throats and open their briefcases. Only one
Georgia congressman, Atlantan John Lewis,
voted in favor of the waiting period. The
others (except for Doug Barnard, who did
not vote) rode small in the saddle with the
National Rifle Association (NRA).

- The waiting period was to have been
part of the House's anti-drug package. The
lag time between application and purchase
would have enabled authorities to check a
customer's background records and prevent
felons (among others) from buying pistols.
The measure was intended to help cool the
guns-for-drugs market. It was meant to
crimp the style of American dopers who are
getting rich filling the illegal arsenals of
thugs the world over.

But in truth, it would have done much
more than that. The waiting period — also
known as a cooling-off period — would have
reduced the number of impulse killings in

this country. No longer could jilted lovers
or suicidal students walk into gunshops and
walk out minutes later with handguns.

Unfortunately, the House just couldn’t
muster the courage for such sweet reason.
While backers of the plan made rational
pitches, the NRA alerted the faithful by
screaming about “backdoor registration of
American firearms owners.” It targeted the
districts of carefully chosen House members
for such appeals. Registration? The charge
is nonsense. The measure merely would
have required gun dealers to keep the
names of prospective buyers on file for 30
days. That's all.

The sad fact is, this measure was but a
weak gesture toward gun control. If the
House had really wanted to sound tough, it
could have considered stringent regulations
for semi-automatic assault weapons, which
are perennial favorites among dopers and
neo-Nazis. Such rifles are bought and sold
with fewer restrictions today even than
handguns. (If pistols are sacrosanct to the
NRA, rifles are twice blessed.) Strict new
controls would give drug traffickers a major
headache.

But House members — fearless warriors
against drugs that they are — stuck with the
politer issue. And even then, they couldn’t
summon the backbone to tell the NRA no.
Instead, they voted for unsafe streets.
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By Jim Gibney
Special to The Denver Post
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The NRA, which once cooper-
--ated with the police, has seemed
to go berserk in recent years. It
“lobbied to protect the public sale
—of “‘cop-killer”’ bullets — coated
~ with Teflon and capable of pene-
__trating the body armor worn by
police. The NRA has also lobbied
- for easier access to machine guns
' and against efforts to improve air-
- port security.

The NRA's extremism is erod-
“"ing its clout in Congress. Where
. most lawmakers once groveled
..before the NRA, many now are
heeding the overwhelming support
- of America’s law enforcement
[ community for a national seven-
.day waiting period for handgun
" “sales.

'~ The Colorado Association of
Chiefs of Police last month voted
88 to 2 to support such a waiting
period. As Patrick Ahlstrom, leg-
. .1slative affairs chairman for the
- group, noted, such a waiting peri-
- od would give police time to
. screen out ‘‘felons, fugitives, those
adjudicated mentally incompe-

ATCHING a criminal in the
. act, or shortly thereafter,
- may be one of life’s most satisfy-
" ing experiences. But it can also be
. extremely dangerous.
The woman who rescued her 6-
- year-old niece from an alleged
. kidnapper atop Lookout Mountain
- last week, for example, could
* have been killed if the man had
- been armed. Or she could have in-
- jured the girl — or herself — if
she’d mishandled the pistol she
- carried. Police said she was so un-
- familiar with it she didn’t even
know how to uncock the hammer.
- A similar fate could have befall-
- en the Ohio couple who staked out
. a bus stop in Columbus for a year
. in an effort to nab a man who had
raped their daughter. As it turned
~out, their persistence paid off last
—-month when the victim’s mother
was attacked while acting as a de-
coy. But as the mother observed
after the suspect was arrested, ““It
(didn’t happen the way it was sup-
- posed to. He wasn’t supposed to
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record of mental illness — could
well have kept Hinckley’s twitch-
ing fingers away from the gun he
fired at President Reagan.

Thursday, the House voted 228
to 182 to defeat such a plan, known
as the ‘‘Brady amendment.”
While that vote did nothing to halt
mayhem in the streets, it was
close enough to also show that it
has become politically respectable
to oppose the once-mighty NRA.
In Colorado, Republicans Hank
Brown, Joel Hefley and Dan
Schaefer and Democrat Ben
Campbell voted to continue the
carnage of unrestricted handgun
sales. But Democrats Pat Schroe-
der and David Skaggs voted to
curb any would-be John Hinck-
leys.

In an election year, lawmakers
are known by the company they
keep. We urge Colorado Sens. Bill
Armstrong and Tim Wirth to sup-
port their local police ~ not gun-.
seeking felons and drug addicts —
by voting to restore the Brady
amendment in the Senate.

get his hands on me. I could have
been killed.”

People who take the law into
their own hands probably become
victims far more often than heroes
or heroines. Their failures, though,
don’t often make the evening news.
Moreover, vigilantes sometimes
face charges themselves when
their actions backfire. Ask the Ad-
ams County man who chased a
fleeing shoplifter in his pickup
truck a few years ago, then was
convicted of vehicular assault for
pinning the thief against a car and
injuring one of his legs so badly it
had to be amputated.

Anger, outrage and even a
thirst for lip-smacking revenge
are understandable. But emotions.
are no substitute for experience in
a confrontation with a criminal. It
may be tempting for a civilian to
go out half-cocked, but it’s more
sensible to call the cops. They're
still the ones with the badges, the
guns and the know-how to put
those tools to proper use. -

admission charge.
The project, which opens offi-
cially Thursdav. was built with do-
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o its shame, thls state had
two of its eight congressmen
— Democrat Tom Foley. .
and Repubhcan Sid Morrison —

vote against the Brady amend-

ment on Thursday when the gun--

control measure Tost in. the~ .
House, 228-182." - "

The amendment, a modest
federal attempt to curb violent
deaths and crime, would have-
made a handgun-buyer wait seven
days before receiving a weapon.
The brief waiting period would
have allowed time for law offi-
cials to check to see if the buyer
were a felon, an illegal allen,
drug addict or mentally ill. -

Twenty-two states already
require waiting periods, including
California, which nabbed.1,500
criminals trying to buy guns in -
1986. The Brady amendment’
had the strong support of all of the
major law-enforcement organi-
zations, among them the Washing-
ton State Association of Sheriffs
& Police Chiefs.

But the Brady amendment
dld not pass because the gun lob-
by, led by the Natlonal Rifle

Assocnatlon bankrolled a $4 mil-
lion campaign to make sure it

. didn't. Pro-gun organizations also
“contributed $300,000 to congres-

sional candldates last year.
Foley and Merrison should
not have voted against the bill,
even to avoid the wrath of some
of their Eastern Washington con-
stituents. Although he has a se-
rious opponent in Democrat Dick
Golob, Morrison is running
comfortably for a fifth term.
Foley has no excuse to ap-
pease the gun lobby. He is House
majority leader and stands next
in line for speaker. He has served
in the House for 24 years and
faces an election opponent who is
a political newcomer with a to-
ken $6,000 in campaign funds.
From his powerful position,
Foley could have helped convince
Democrats, Republicans — and
his constituents — that sensible
restrictions on handgun sales
can help reduce the number of.
suicides, accidental shootings,
violent crimes and murders in this
country. He did not do that.
More's the pity.

Criticism deleted

wo of every five adults in-

fected with AIDS are black

or Hispanic — far in ex- -
cess of these groups’ proportional -
representation in the general
population. :

That’s why, appropnately
enough, there is a flap over the
Centers for Disease Control’s
significant little omission in a re-

port the agency made public”, . .

asSessing its performance.in com-.
hatting AIDS.

‘The analyst.s hired. hy.the..1........

CDC took it to task for havmg “no-
cohesive plan of action” for '
stopping the spread of AIDS
among racial and ethnic minor-
ities. They said the CDC lacks
information about the “knowl-
edge, attitude and behaviors” re-
garding AIDS in minority popu-
lations. And it said the agency has
no idea how much of the money
it sends to local health agencies
for minority AIDS programs ac-
tually reaches the minarities for
whom it was intended.

All of this criticism, however,

.
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-‘“condensation’

the CDC saw fit to delete from the
report. But it left intact an 11-
page discussion detailing the $30
million minority AIDS programn-
it administers, according to the
Atlanta Constitution.

CDC officials offered the
lame excuse that they had merely
“condensed” the report. Unfor-
tunately, the public already is all
too familiar w1t.h this type of .
> of disturbing i ln-. -
formation unfavorable to gov-

.ernment. agenciesy. /... 1 .. 8

The CDC, which has the rare
distinction of being one govern-
ment agency that so far has
enjoyed public confidence, has far
too important a job to do to -
indulge in such disingenuous, dls-
appointing shenanigans.

The urgency inherent in the
unusually high rate of AIDS in
minority populations should
compel the CDC to face its short-
comings in dealing with the cul-
tural and fiscal accountability
problems that may be involved,
not hlde them.
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Forest Services’ ‘let

I have a longstanding concern for the
U.S. Forest Service's “let it burn™ policy. |
This policy is ironically embraced by so- |
called environmentalists; its flaws are
huge and becoming painfully clear.

Fires running wild are scorching and
wasting beautiful countryside, burning
homes and destroying habitat for wildlife. |
Politicians and politically appointed
agency managers are mired in the stupid-
ity of the “let it burn” policies.

I spent six summers fighting forest
fires and preparing timber slash sites for
controlled burns. I have fought fires from
digging trenches on the ground, to
fighting fire from the air and from the
supply and fiscal cost end. I also spent a
summer as liaison to the news media for
the Departmont of Natural Rescurces.

A fire’is much easier and cheaper to
control or extinguish when it is small.
That means don't let it burht — those are
valuable natural resources and the dan-
ger of burning up someone's home or
timberland cannot be easily reversed
once the fire grows.

Major portions of America’s most
noteworthy national park, Yellowstone,
have charred. This month near Wenatch-
ee, 30,000 acres of timber and grassland
went up in smoke overnight, claiming
several homes; the fire then doubled in
size before firefighters could get it con-
trolled. With dry weather conditions we
have recently seen, “let it burn™ policies
are absolutely insane. We have outdoor
burning bans in the cities and we let the
forests burn. How much sense does that






